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FREF^CE. 



In presenting this second issue of our annual periodical, we could say much in extenuationv 
of tlie defects and errors, \fhich will probably be found ; but we have no room for apologies, . 
and scarcely any eren for necessary explanations. 

Our Supplement.— The important portion of our statistical matter for the present year, 
was not obtained, even in Austin, in time for the Governor's message to the present Legisla- 
ture, and we had abandoned the hope of getting it in time, and had therefore closed up our' 
work, when, through the facilities kindly afforded by the Heads of Departments to our Agent 
in Austin, we unexpectedly received from him the valuable County Statistics which we have 
appended in the form of a Supplement, together with the Report of the Commissioner of the 
Land Office, and other articles. We have been compelled to condense this table of County 
Statistics, by using a smaller size of type, and by omitting the several species of property not 
belonging to the county where it is returned for tax, but putting the total amount of it in a 
separate eolumn. Such property consists almost entirely of land, though horses, cattle, &c-, 
are sometimes embraced under this head, to a small amount. The usual column of total State 
tax is omitted in this condensed table, because it can be readily ascertained by adding togeth- 
er the ad valorem and poll tax, and the tax on the property ov.t of the county. The county 
tax may readily be had, as it is half of the poll tax and State tax on the property in the coun- 
ty. The following nine counties are not in this table, because returns from them had not 
been sent in, namely : Brown, Jack, Kinney, McCulloch, Maverick, Presidio, Starr, Uvalde, 
Webb. 

The Description of all the Ccunties has, necessarily, cost us and our assistants a gi-eat 
ileal of labor; and yet, from the nature of the case, this first attempt is unavoidably defect- 
iye, and errors will doubtless be found. AYe sent printed interrogatories to all the Assessoi-s 
and Collectors in all the counties, and to many others, with the hope of getting material to 
make this part of our work more complete. But few, however, replied to our inquiries in 
time, and in all cases, these replies have been given. Many replies have come in too late,., 
but they are carefully preserved for future use ; and to all who have thus kindly aided us, we 
tender our sincere thanks. We hope to receive such additional aid another year, as to supply 
the present deficiencies. The various articles in this work have requii*ed information from sO' 
many different quarters, and which we have procured (with no small trouble) at such uncertain 
and distant intervals of time, that it has been impossible to adopt such system in their ar-- 
rangement, as we had desired. So large an edition, as 25,000, requires a gi-eat deal of labor 
and time in the press-work, and we are consequently compelled to commence early in the 
year, in order to complete our work in time. For this reason we have to use such historical, 
biograpliical and descriptive matter as can be obtained at any tmie, while we reserve, to the 
latest moment, the space necessary for the important official statistics of the current year, 
^liich cannot now be had till in November, Earlier and fuller Returns.— We are glad to see 
that Governor Pease, in his recent message, has recommended that the fiscal year shall be 
made to close on the 31st of August, instead of October 30th, as at present ; for, while this 
change will secure earlier returns from the Assessors and Collectors, and enable the Heads of 
Departments to make their reports in time for the meeting of the Legislature, it will also en- 
able us to compile our most important statistics from those returns, two months earlier. We 
also hope the Legislature will carry out the Governor's suggestion of requiring Assessors and 
Collectors to make returns of important statistics now entirely omitted, such as the amount 
of land in cultivation, quantity and value of agricultural and other productions, &c. The 
additional labor imposed on Assessors will be small, and a small increase of compensation will 
be satisfactory to them and secure very important additional information for the public. — 
The Calendar Tables. — The astronomical calculations have all been made expressly for tliis 
work, and to suit the different meridians of Galveston and Austin, and the utmost care haa 
been taken to avoid every error. The Horticulture has been prepared by Mr. Higgs of this city 
who has been a practical gardener for thii-ty years ; while the Chronology has cost us more 
labor in it5 compilation, than any other portion of the work of equal extent. Our Map. — This 
addition to our work was made in compliance with the suggestions of many friends, and great 
pains have been taken to make it as perfect as possible. We believe it contains all that is - 
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-furnished by any other map of the State, and considerable in addition. The map was in- 
tended to give the actual progress of railroads up to the time of iU Issue^ and we had there- 
fore to be governed by statements made to us of what would be done 7)y that time, but these 
statements have not been fully verified. We trust, however, the error will be of short dura- 
tion, and that the actual progress of the roads will speedily be such as is represented. Biog- 
raphies.— "We had expected this number to contain several additional biographies of promi- 
nent men in the history of Texas, but some were received too late for insertion this year, and 
rin regard to others, our friends have not yet been able to fulfill their promises. We have ye* 
to give the lives of many of our most distinguished statesmen, and in the future prosecution 
of this work, we intend to do historical justice to all, uninfluenced by any personal or politi- 
cal bias whatever ; but the order of publication must of course depend on the receipt of the 
necessary material. The engravings given in this number have been taken from daguerreo- 
type likenesses, and though they want the fine shades of execution on steel, yet all the strong 
expressions will be recognized as truthful. Our Future Numbers.— Our readers will readOy 
perceive to what extent the material for our work has increased since our first issue, and they 
will also be able to form some idea of the wide field that is opening b.efore us as we progress- 
To keep pace, as we intend to do, with the various improvements that are rapidly taking place 
from the seaboard to the mountains, and from Red River to the Rio Grande, in agriculture, 
manufactures and commerce, in the increase and extension of schools and churches and hu- 
mane and charitable institutions— to lay before our readers, from year to year, the progress of 
our population, (which must soon extend to millions,) the increase of our public revenue from 
all its various sources, the rapid accumulation of wealth, and the development of oiur vast re- 
sources — to do this, however imperfectly, will obviously afford abundant material to fill our 
small annual with a large variety of important matter that will always be new, always inter- 
esting and almost indispensable to eveiy family in Texas. 

Our Advertisements. — Our enterprise has been liberally aided by advertising patronage^ 
■enabling us to fix the price at about half the usual charge. These advertisements will be 
found of no small value, both to our merchants and planters, who make purchases abroad, 
for it wiJ be at once seen from them what houses in the North and New Orleans do a regular 
Texas business, where our citizens can purchase on the most accommodating terms. Onr 
Texas advertisements . are generally of the houses of the best standing in the State, and 
cannot fail to be of value to our readers. 

In conclusion, while we return our heartfelt thanks to those who have so liberally aided ua, 
we m.ost earnestly ask for further contributions in aid of our enterprise. We have placed the 
•price of our work Iteloio a remunerating point, in order that it should be no obstacle to the 
widest circulation ; while we look to our advertising patrons to make up the deficiency to 
meet our heavy expenses. We believe we may safely say, that, for the amount of matter it 
-contains, this work will compare with the cheapest that was ever published in the South. 

This enterprise was an untried experiment in the first number, but it is no longer such. — 
Our most sanguine anticipations have been exceeded by the demand. The orders already re- 
ceived are equal to three-fourths of our edition of 26,000, and more are daily coming in. The 
-edition, another year, will have to be increased to thirty or forty thousand ; and to enable tts 
to do this heavy press work, we have already procured another Power Press expressly for our 
Almanac, so that it may not interfere with the publication of our paper. 



ERRATA. 



Our State Government went into operation Feb. 19th, '46, not the latter part of 1835 — See p. 

101. 
John P, Borden should have been named as the first Commissioner of the General Land Office 

under Houston's first Administration — p. 99. 
Weatherford, not Weathersfield,is the County Seat of Parker — p. 81. 
Port Bliss and Carop Hudson should have been added to the Military Posts — p, 108. 
Latitude an^ Longitude — p. 1T6. This article should have been credited to Cordova's Guide 

to Travelierd. 
Texas Insurance, page 192, under head of Receipts, " Notes discharged " should be " Notes 

discounted." 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



^^fT^jf 



Head and Face, 

Aries ^ 

Neck. 

Taurus ^ 

Breast. 

Cancer tw^ 

Bowels. 
YlRGO §;: 

Secrets. 

Scorpio.... ^ 

Knees. 

Capricorn, y^^ 




Arms. 

Gemini. 



11 

Heart. 

^Leo. 

Reins. 

A Libra. 

Thighs. 

^ Sagittar's. 

Legs. 

^ Aquarius. 

Feet. 

^ Pisces. 



In tlie year 1858 there -will be two Eclipses of the Sun and two of the Moon. 

I. A Partial Eclipse of the Bloon, February 27, 1858. This Eclipse begins in the 
afternoon, in Texas, and will therefore be invisible, as the Moon will not rise till after 
its last contact with the shadow. The last contact with the penumbra will happen at 
Austin at 6h 9m; at Galveston, 6h 21m. 

II. An Annular Eclipse of the Sun, March 15, 1858; invisible in Texas. Though 
a small Eclipse, will be seen in parts of the United States farther east. 

III. A Partial Eclipse of the Moon, August 24, 1858 ; but, taking place in the day- 
time, will therefore be invisible, 

IV. A Total Eclipse of the Sun, September 7, 1858; also invisible. 

Lunar Cycle 16 

Epact 15 

Solar Cycle 19 



Dominical Letter C 

Roman Indiction 1 

Julian Period 6571 



FIlKEI> AMB> MOVABILE] FESTIVAILS. 



Epiphany ..Jan. 6 

Septuagesima 31 

Qxiinquagesima, Shrove Sunday Feb. 14 

Ash Wednesday 17 

Quadragesima, 1st Sunday Lent 21 

St. David Mar. 1 

St. Patrick 17 

Annunciation, Lady-Day 25 

Palm Sunday 28 

Good Friday April 2 

Easter Sunday 4 

Christmas 



Low Sunday Apr. 11 

Rogation Sunday May 9 

Ascension Day. Holy Thursday 13 

Pentecost, Whit-Sunday. 23 

Trinity Sunday 30 

Corpus Christi June 3 

St. John Bapt. Midsummer Day 24 

St. Michael, Michaelmas Day Sept. 29 

1st Sunday in Advent Nov. 28 

St. Andrew 30 

St. Thomas Dec. 21 

Dec. 25. 




ASTRONOMIC SYM1BOI.S. 

T2 Saturn. H Descending Node. 

l|i Uranus. ^ Deirrefts. 

3 Conjunction. 

n Quadrature. 

S Opposition. 

iX Ascending Node. 



' Minutes of Arc. 
h Hours of Time. 
m Minutes of Tune. 



VxNUS is Morning Star till February 28, then Evening Star tUl December 14. 
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1st Month. 



JANUARY, 1858. 



31 Days. 
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13 
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Day's length lOh 6m 
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3 Last quarter. 
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jp so. Oh 36m 



(2) 1st Sunday after Epiphany. Luke 2. 
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1 28 
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3 ill apogee. 
Aldebaren so. 9h Im 
Sirius so. llh 64m 
Capella so, 9h 31m 

New Moon. 
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(3) 2d Sunday after Epiphany. John 2. 



Day's length lOh 18m 



17 


S. 


6 51 


5 9 


7 65 


6 49 


5 11 


7 56 


10 


2 15 


26 


18 


M. 


6 60 


5 10 


8 56 


6 48 


5 12 


8 65 


11 


2 59 


Vf 9 


19 


Tu. 


6 60 


5 10 


9 54 


6 48 


6 12 


9 54 


11 


3 43 


■ '22 


20 


W. 


6 49 


6 11 


10 55 


6 47 


5 13 


10 55 


11 


4 28 


^ 6 


21 


Th. 


6 49 


5 11 


11 69 


6 47 


5 13 


11 58 


12 


5 15 


19 


22 


Fr. 


6 48 


5 12 


mor. 


6 46 


5 14 


mor. 


12 


6 5 


X 3 


23 


Sa. 


6 47 


5 13 


1 6 


6 46 


5 16 


1 4 


12 


6 59 


17 



Castor so. llh 34m 
§ Greatest H.L.N. 

§cr? 

J^ so. 6h 20m 
Orionis so. 9h 41m 
1st qr. of 3- QJ.c/3 
Q[ so. 6h 8m 



(4) 3d Sunday after Epiphany. Matt. 8. 
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(5) 4th Sunday after Epiphany. Matt. 8. 



Day's length lOh 36m 
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NEW MOON 14 
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FULL MOON 29 2 40,1 M. 
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u. 



15.7 A 6 6 27.0 A. 

1.0 A 14 11 12.3 A. 

22 10 37.1 M. 

29 2 51.4 M. 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 



I10RTIC1TI.TUIIE FOR JANUARY. 

Upon the lalDors of this month depend, in a great measure, the chances of having a good 
Spring and Summer garden. Manure the ground when requisite, and never permit the soil to 
hecome exhausted. Plow or dig all vacant ground and turn it up deeply, whether with spade 
or plow ; also have it thorough!}'' drained before commencing to lay it off for planting. Should 
the weather permit, Cabbage-plants of proper size may still be planted out in rows, about one 
and a half feet apart each way for the smaller kinds, and about two and a half to three feet 
each way for large Battcrsea and Drumhead varieties. Sow Battersea and Drumhead Cabbage 
for succession ; also Blood Turnip, Beet, Long Scarlet and Scarlet Turnip-Radishes, Long Orange 
or Altringham Carrot, Silver-Slcin Onions, Round-Leaved Spinach, Rutabaga Turnip, Curled 
Kale, Parsnips, Parsley, Egg-Plants, Tomatoes, Red Peppers, &c. Sow English Peas (early 
Washington or early Frame) in drills three or four feet apart. Bed Sweet Potatoe.<?, for slips to 
plant from, if not done previously. In setting out plants from the seed-bed, be careful to give 
them plenty of room to grow off freely, as plants that are stunted at first seldom do well. Let 
Turnips, Carrots, Beets, &c. sown last month be thinned by hand, and from three to four inches 
apart in the rows, and keep the ground well loosened about them and the weeds carefully cleared 
away, so as not to choke the crops. Attend to the planting of shrubbery, shade and fruit trees, 
and also to pruning. Plant stone-fruit seed, and head down, to within an eighth of an inch of 
the bed, all those trees that were budded during the last summer. Asparagus-seed may still be 
sown. Keep the hoe, plow and cultivator constantly at work, not giving the grass and weeds 
a chance to attain strength, lest they overrun the crops and choke them altogether. 



CIIR0W01L0€tT. 

Janmary 2) 1793 — The Bishop of Monterey directs the church records of the Mission of San 
Antonio de Talero to be passed to the Curate of San Ant/^nio de Bexar, which is clone the 
ensuing August, bj^ Father Lopez, the last of the noble followers of St. Francis that had 
labored as a missionary in the Alamo. 

Jan. 17, ]821~Date of first grant to found a colony in Texas, provided that the colonists 
should be Roman Catbolics or agree to become so before entering the Spanish territory; 
also thev are required to be Louisianians. 

Jaw. 31, 1"S24— The Federal Constitution of Mexico decreed by the temporary Executive 
authorities, and definitely sanctioned in the following October. 

Jan. 4, IS'27— Norris, witli about eighty followers, marches into Nacogdoches for the avowed 
purpose of hanging the Fredouians, but is repulsed, leaving one killed and ten or twelve 
wounded, with about half their horses. 

Jan. 2, 1S32— The officers of the garrison of Yera Cruz pronmince in favor of the Constitu- 
tion, and draw up an address to Bustamente, demanding Ihe dismissal of his ministers, and 
denouncing the course pursued by the Government, at the same time calling upon Santa 
Anna to assume the command. 

Jan. 1, 1834 — Legislature of Coahuila and Texas meet at Monclova, when Texas is divided 
into three departments, with three representatives or political chiefs, who are to hold their 
offices for four years, and receive a salary of eight hundred dollare per annum each. 

Jan. 1, 1S36 — Yblunteers to tbe number of two nundred, under Dr. Grant, set out from San 
Antonio, to join the rendezvous at San Patricio. 

Jan. 0, 1S36 — Governor Smith orders tbe commander-in-chief to repair to Bexar, or some 
other point on the frontier, and establish his head-quarters, and in the mean time to annoy 
and harass the enemy as much as circumstances would permit. 

Jan. 7, 1S36 — Colonel J. W. Fannin appointed, by the Council, agent to raise troops for an 
expedition against Matamoras. 

Jan. 8} 1S36 — General Houston, the commander-in-chief, sets out for the West. Colonel 
Fannin issues a proclamation, calling on the volunteers from Bexar, Goliad, Yelasco and 
elsewhere, to rendevous at San Patricio, between the '24th and "iTth. 

Jan. 11, 1S36 — Loan of two hundred thousand dollars concluded by the Texas Com- 
missioners sent to the United States, payable ten per cent, in cash, and the balance in in- 
stalments. 

Jan. 14, 1S36 — Jas. W. Robinson, Lieutenant-Governor, and now acting as Governor, sends 
a message to the Grand Council recommending, among other things, 'Hhe immediate reduc- 
tion of the town of Matamoras and its dependencies, together with all places on or near 
the Rio Grande." 

Jan. 18? 1836— Another loan negotiated of fifty thousand dollars, entirely in cash, for both 
of which Texas was indebted to Colonel Wm. Christy, of New Orleai^s. 

Jan. 23, lS3Ji — General Gaines receives orders from the Secretary of War of the United 
States to take command of the troops on the Mexican boundary, and prevent either of the 
contending imrties from crossing the frontier in arms. 

Jan. 28, I83<i — The Governor sends a furlough to General Houston till the 1st of March, and 
instructs him to enter into a treaty Avith the Indians, in accordance with the soleum aecla- 
ratiou of the consultation of the 13th of Novemberj 1836. 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 



b;ioiiticui.ture for februart. 

Ground maj' still be prepared for planting. Set out Cabbage-plants, Lettuce, Celery and 
Seed-Onions. Divide and replant Eschalots. Plant the Button-Onion. Sow Red Turnip-Radish, 
Long Scarlet, Salmon, and Black Spanish Radish ; also Red or Yellow Top Dutch Turnip, Blood- 
Turnip, Su^ar-Beet, Cabbage-Lettuce, Drumhead Cabbage, Red Pepper, Tomatoes, Egg-Plant, 
Parsley, Endive, Long Scarlet Carrot, and Early Frame, Early Washington or Dvrarf JMarrow- 
fat Peas. English Peas planted last month should be kept clear of -weeds and earthed up ou 
both sides. Snap-Beans may now be planted' in a sheltered situation: the early Dun or Six- 
Weeks' Bean is the best at this season. Plant in hills Bush Squash, Cucumbers, Cantelope, 
Nutmeg or l^Iusk-Melon, and Water-Melon for early crops. Remove and set out fruit-trees and 
shrubbery; also plant cuttings of all kinds while the sap Is rising, and finish pruning. 
Irish Potatoes should be planted, and Sweet Potatoes bedded for slips. Plant Corn for early 
roasting-ears. Grafting trees can now be commenced. For the benefit of those of our readers 
who did not obtain the Almanac for last year, we here repeat what we then said in regard to 
grafting trees in this climate. 

For trees one or more inches in diameter, split-grafting is the strongest, and will stand moro 
strong winds than any other mtithod, — therefore is best adapted to exposed situations. First 
take the head off" the tree about a foot and a half from the ground ; split the stock from the top 
downwards, with a strong knife or chisel, for about an inch; then t^ke the scion to be inserted, 
•which should be about six inches in length, and cut the lower end of it in the shape of a wedge, 
with the point downwards; then open the split in the stock and force into it the scion in such a 
manner as to make it fit tight on both sides, taking care to have the bark of the scion and the 
stock carefully joined together on at least one side of the tree. When this is done, take a strip 
of domestic about an Inch wide and bind it around tightly. When this is done, have ready a 
plaster prepared in the following manner,— viz. : take stiff" clay and mix it with about one-third 
stable-manure; wet these and work them together as you would mortar, but not too wet. When 
this preparation is ready, take a piece about the size of an egg in each hand and press it on the 
graft at the point of juncture, moulding it with the hands into the shape of a cone, that the 
rain may not easily wash it off. 

Another method of grafting to which we would refer is called sidc-grofiing, vrhich is usually 
preferred for small stocks, and which is done in the following manner : — Cut off the stock at the 
required height as in the former method, then form the scion, which must be about six or 
eight inches in length; take off one or two of the lower buds, to prevent its sprouting below the 
top of the place of junction; then place the knife about two inches from the lower end of the ' 
scion and cut downwards, bringing the lower end to a thin slip, wedge-shaped ; take a cut off the 
stock upwards in the same manner, that the stock and scion may fit as exactly as possible; place 
them together in such a manner that the bark of one side at least of the stock may join to one 
side of the scion in as neat a manner as possible. Bind them together fast, and apply the com- 
position a^ before. 



€IIRO]VOI.©€^¥. 



February, 1S31— Guerrero, having been captured by Bustamente in his attempt to re- 
establish the Constitution, is conveyed to Oaxaca, tried, condemned and executed. ' 

Feb. J 5 183(j — Fiftv-six delcgntes are elect<?d by all tlie municiralitics to a general convention, 
to meet on the 1st of March following, for the formation of a stable government, all of whom 
are in favor of an ab.<^ohite declaration of Independence. Santa Anna sets out from Saltillo 
on his march to invade Texas. 

Feb. 7j 1S36— Colonel Fannin writes to the Provincial Government, giving the first informa- 
tion of Santa Anna's approach, and urgently asking for some coarse clothing and ammunition 
for his troops. 

Feb. 12, l^i:|6— Santa Anna arrives with his army of invasion on the Rio Grando. 

Feb. H^, 1S36 — Santa Anna sets out from the Kio Grande, and arrives at San Antonio on 

Feb. 23, 1836— Col. Wm. Barrett Travis, in command of the garrison of the Alamo, on the 
arrival ot Santa Anna, sends an express to San Felipe, soliciting men and provisions Ho 
repeats the nquest by another express the next day, declaring that he never would surremlor 

Feb. 20, 1^3<>— ^''avis repulses the enemy with heavy Joss in two attacks made upon him 

Feb. j[»,lh37— President . Jackson sends a message to Congress, announcing that dinlomatio 
relations -with Mexico had ceased on the 7th of December previous. He then enumerates 
forty-six specific claims against that Government for various wrongs, which he deemed 
sufficient to justifv immediate war. 

Feb. 20, 1S.37— Santa Anna lands at Vera Crviz, having been sent by the Government of the 
United Stiites, and immediately writes to Ihe Minister of War, disavowing in the stron'^est 
terms all his stipulations with the President and authorities of Texas, by virtue of wluoh 
lie had been get at liberty. •' y^^^^ 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 11 



IIORTICUI.TURE FOR MAHCH. 

Keep the ground well worked and the weeds down. Set out Cabbage-plants, Lettuce, Turnips, 
Beets, Tomatoes, Egg-Plants, &c. Sow a succession of Cabbage, Stone Turnip, Blood-Tumip, 
Beet, Long Orange and Long Scarlet Carrot, Long Scarlet and Scaxlet Turnip Radish. Divide 
and set out Onions and Eschalots, and make new beds. Plant Irish Potatoes, Okra, Squash, 
Cucumbers, Nutmeg, Musk and Water-^Ielons, also Com for roasting-ears. Sow English Peas 
for the last crop : the large Marrowfat is the best at this season. Plant the White and Gray 
Crowder Pea for an early crop. Plant Bush, Lima or Carolina Beans. ^Set out Sweet Potato 
ehps if the weather is favorable. ' Hoe and plow among Irish Potatoes, and keep the ground 
about all the plants loose. Grafting may still be done, and, if the clay should be cracked or 
have fallen from the trees grafted last month, it should be carefully replaced. If the grafts 
have sprouted and begun to grow, the clay should be taken off and the binding loosened, to 
give the graft room to swell. It should then be replaced and bound up as before with fresh clay, 
and in dry seasons cover the clay with moss, and water frequently to prevent cracking. In 
place of clay, the following composition may be used. Take one pound of pitch, one pound of 
rosin, half a pound of beeswax, a quarter of a pound of lard and a quarter of a pound of tur- 
pentine. Mix and melt all together, and, when used, melt and apply evenly with a brush to 
sheets of strong brown paper or domestic, which, when cold, should be cut into slips of about 
three-quarters of an inch wide. The scion being fitted to the stock, warm the slips by breath- 
ing, and bind round the graft, which will answer for binding and claying. 

THEORY OF GRAFTING, 
The theory of grafting Is simple. A shoot of the desired variety is made by close mechanical 
fitting to unite with the stock or natural seedling, which would bear fruit of no value. When 
this mechanical union is made, the sap flows up, through the sap-vessels or pores of the stock, 
Into corresponding vessels of the scion or graft, and, passing on, expands the buds of the latter. 
The leaves, when expanded, produce or elaborate sap as fast as it flows into them, and which 
before Avas nearly pure water, into the proper juice of the plant, which now contains ample ma- 
terials for new wood derived through the leaves. This descends through the inner bark and, 
deposits new layers of wood. This new deposit cements and secures firmly the stock and graft 
together, and they become one tree. 



CMROJVOXOGY. 



March 1, 1835— The Legislature of Coahuila and Texas meet at Monclova, and Govemor 

Viesca enters on the duties of his office. 
March 14, 1835— The Legislature sell four hundred and eleven leagues of land, or nearly two 

millions of acres, for the smn of $30,000. The previous year they had also 2:ranted immense 

bodies ot land to John T. Mason. It was this reckless spirit of land-speculation in the Legis- 

latiire that destroyed public confidence in that body and served more than any thing eise 

to build up a party in opposition to the Revolution. 
March 1, 183<}— The Convention meet in Washington and choose Richard Ellis President. 
March 2, 183(3 — The Declaration of Independence unanimously adopted. Dr, Grant and 

twenty-three men under him surprised and killed near San Patricio. General Houston 

issues a proclamation " that war Avas raging on the frontier," and that the garrison of one 
^ hundred and fifty men now in San Antonio was besieged by two thousand of the enemy. 
March (>, 183(J — The whole Mexican armjr, commanded by Santa Anna in person, storm the 

Alamo a little past midnight. The garrison is overpowered, and all slain except Mrs. Dick- 

enson and a negro servant of Travis, who are spared. 
Marcli 9, 1836--Captain King with fourteen men, while attempting to remove some famdlies 

irom Mission de Refugio, were met by a suiierior force and compelled to surrender next 

day. By order of Urrea, they were shot on the 16th. 
March 10, 1836— General Houston retreats from Gonzales towards the Colorado, burnintr all 

the buildings and destroying all the property in the town. "is «.ix 

March 11, 1836— Santa Anna orders General Sesma and General Woll to march from San 

Antonio towards ban Felipe, with seven hundred and twentv-five men. 
March 18, I836--The Convention at Washington adjourns," after having chosen an cxecu- 

tiye government ad tnterim. Colonel Fannin comnnmces his retreat from Goliad and is 

overtaken by Urre^ at Encinal del Perdido, to whom he surrenders the day foUowin'tr 
March '^b, 1830— General Houston, with thirteen hundred men, retreats from the Co- 

March 27, 1836— Colonel Fannin's men are taken out and shot by order of Santa Annn. 

but few escaping. ' ^auta Auua, 

RIarcli 29, J 836— Houston retreats from San Felipe, and the town is burned to ashes by the 

citizons, on tlie supposed approach of the Mexicans. a>-iii^» u> uuo 

March 31, 1836- Santa Anna and Felisola set out from San Antonio with their staff for 
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11 30! 


3 


3 40 


18 


^ so. 3h 14m 


(14) Easter Sunday. Matt. 20. Day's length 12h 26m 


4 


s. 


5 47 


6 13 


mor. 


5 47 


6 13 


mor. 


3 


4 30 


25 


3 in apogee. 


5 


M. 


5 46 


6 14 


25 


5 46 


6 14 


22 


3 


5 22 


^ 7 


K.e2:ulus so. 9h 3m 


6 


Tu. 


5 45 


6 15 


1 14 


5 45 


6 15 


1 11 


2 


6 13 


- 19 


Q) Last quarter. 


7 


w. 


5 44 


6 16 


1 56 


5 44 


6 16 


1 54 


2 


7 3 


^ 1 


Alioth so. llh 42m 


8 


Th. 


5 43 


6 17 


2 34 


5 43 


6 17 


2 32 


2 


7 51 


13 


Spica so. Oh 12m 


9 


Fr. 


5 42 


6 18 


3 8 


5 43 


6 17 


3 7 


1 


8 38 


26 


Arcturus so. 2h Om 


10 


Sa. 


5 41 


6 19 


3 39 


5 42 


6 18 


3 38 


1 


9 24 


K 9 


(^ stationarj'". 


(15) 1st Sunday after Easter. John 20. Day's length 12h 40m 


11 


S. 


5 40 


6 20 


4 9 


5 41 


6 19 


4 9 


1 


10 9 


22 


bD® 


12 


M. 


5 39 


6 21 


4 41 


5 40 


6 20 


4 41 


1 


10 56 


on 6 


Antares so. 2h 58m 


13 


Tu. 


5 38 


6 22 


sets. 


5 39 


6 21 


sets. 





11 46 


20 


New 3 


14 


W. 


5 38 


6 22 


7 40 


5 38 


6 22 


7 38 


fast 


12 88 


X 4 


?c/3 


15 


Th. 


5 37 


6 23 


8 53 


5 38 


6 22 


8 50 





1 35 


19 


3 in perigee. 


16 


Fr. 


5 36 


6 24 


10 5 


5 37 


6 23 


10 2 





2 36 


rr 4 


^cfO) 


17 


Sa. 


5 35 


6 25 


11 13 


5 86 


6 24 


11 10 


1 


3 40 


19 


liegulus so. 8h 16m 


(16) 2d Sunday after Easter. John 10. Day's length 12h 52m 


18 


S. 


5 34 


6 26 


mor. j 


5 36 


6 24 


mor. 


1 


4 44 


6q 3 


Alioth so. lOh 59m 


19 


M. 


5 33 


6 27 


13 


5 35 


6 25 


10 


1 


5 45 


- 18 


IQ) First quarter. 


20 


Tu. 


5 33 


6 27 


1 5' 


5 34 


6 26 


1 2 


1 


6 43 


f^ 2 


21 


W. 


5 32 


6 28 


1 49 


5 33 


6 27 


1 47 


1 


7 34 


16 


^ so. 2h Im 
Spica so. llh 13m 


22 


Th. 


5 31 


6 29 


2 24 


5 32 


6 28 


2 23 


2 


8 22 


29 


28 


Fr. 


5 30 


6 30 


2 56 


5 31 


6 29 


2 56 


2 


9 6 


"^25 


Arcturus so. Oh Om 


24 


Sa. 


5 29 


6 31 


3 25 


5 31 


6 29 


8 24 


2 


9 49 


Antares so. 2h 11m 


(17) 3d Sunday after Easter. John 16. Day's length 18h 4m 


26 


!^. 


5 2b 


6 32 


3 52 


5 8C 


6 30 


3 58 


2 


10 31 


y;^ 8 


Lyra so. 4h 15m 


26 


M. 


5 2t 


6 32 


4 20 


5 29 


6 31 


4 21 


2 


11 14 


21 


27 


Tu. 


5 27 


6 33 


rises. 


5 28 


6 32 


rises. 


2 


11 58 


111 3 

15 


Full Q) 

Altair so. 5h 18ra 


28 


W. 


5 26 


6 34 


7 25 


5 27 


6 33 


7 26 


3 


mor. 


29 


Th. 


5 2c 


6 35 


8 27 


5 27 


6 33 


8 25 


3 


44 


27 


cfso. Ihl9m 


30 


Fr. 


5 24 


6 36 


9 24 


5 26 


6 31 


9 21 





1 33 


^ 9 


3iva:oo3sr's i^h^^ses. 


Austiu. Galveston. 


!>• H. M. D. H. M. 


LAST aUARTER 6 7 12.2 M fi 7 23.S Iff. 


NEW MOON 13 4 44.3 A 




.1 Q 4 nf^ fi A 


FIRST QTT AT? T-RT? 9.0 "7 F.f^ TVT 






PTTT.T. Tvrr 


)0N 27 


8 24 B A 




ony a ^fi 1 A 
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I-II<I>55,TI€UI.TURE FOR APKIX. 

Plant Cucumbers, Squash, Pumpkins, Melons, &c. of all kinds for a full crop. Plant Black- 
eyed and Crowder Peas, Bush, Lima and Carolina Beans. Sow Okra, Long Orange or Long 
Scarlet Carrot, Drumhead Cabbage for a late crop, Cabbage-head Lettuce, Radishes, Bed or 
Yellow Top Turnip. Set out Cabbage- Plants, Lettuce, Tomatoes, Egg-plants, Peppers, and all 
plants that are large enough. Thin out, wherever needed, Turnips, Beets, Carrots, Lettuce, 
Radishes, &c. Set out Sweet Potato slips whenever the weather is favorable; hoe and plow 
Irish Potatoes and Corn, and hill them up ; hill up Cabbage, and use the hoe and cultivator 
freely wherever possible, and keep the gi-ound well stirred about the plants that have not yet 
matured, also keep the ground clear of weeds. 

Stick all Peas that are large enough: that is, any that are five or six inches high. The sticks 
for this purpose should be from four to five, or even seven feet high, according to the growth of 
the different sorts of peas. The sticks should be such as have plenty of small lateral branches, 
that the plants may the more readily take hold without falling to the ground, and the sticks 
should be prepared in a fanned manner, so that the side-branches extend only the way of the 
rows. Some persons place the sticks on the most sunny side of the rows, or at least towards the 
east or mid-day sun, where the position of the rows admits ; for the sun will naturally incline the 
plants that way, and they will the more readily take hold of the sticks, which should be place-d 
at such distances in the rows that the branches of each may meet those of the other. Some 
stick their peas on both sides, and by this means the plants are supported better than when only 
one row of sticks is used. 



CIIR<I>MOS.€>Cl-^. 



April 2, 1S29— The IMesican Congress pass a decree forbidding the merchants of nations that 
had not ratified treaties with Mexico, trom selling goods at retail in Texa«. 

April 1, 183.3— The Convention meets at San Felipe and fovms a State Constitution with a 
TieAV to the admission of Texas into the Mexican Confederacy as a stat« separate from 
Coahuila. ^ , . „ -,, • 

April 1, 1S33— Pedraza is succeeded, as President of Mexico, by Santa Anna, Gomez Penaa 
being Vice-President. 

April ti, lS;Js-i— Santa. Anna arrives at Gonzales with his staff and some of his troops. 

Apvii 7, IS.'liJ— Santa Anna arrives at San Pelipe with the divi/;ions of Seama and Tolsa. 

April 9, 1836— Santa Anna proceeds down the west bank of the Brazos and arrives at Old 
Port (now Richmond) on .the 11 th. where he is joined by Sesma, on the 13th. He then 
crossi^s the river and reaches Harrisburg on the 16th. 

April 18, J 83 H— The Texan army, having left the road to Eastern Texas, which they had been 
pursumtc. turn to the right and arrive in tbe vicinity of Ilarrisbiirg. 

April 10, 183<.^— Tbe Texan army proceed down the right bank of Buffalo Bayou to within 
half a mile of the river San Jacinto. 

April '^0, 1S3Q— The Texa,n armv takes a position, by General Houston's orders, in order of 
^ifittle. • « , ^ , . 

Api-il '■Z'Zt 183(5— Santa Anna is reinforced by 500 choice troops under General Cos, making 
his whole force over 1500, while the Texan army, during the retr(^at, hiwi been reduced to 
783 men. Between 3 and 4 p.m. this day, the rdemorabre battle of San .Jacinto was cnm- 
mencod, the Texans pressing forward to a close contUct, wliich lasti^d but ei,!j:hte<m minutes, 
when the enemy gave war, and the rout continued till half-past four. The enemy were 
pursued till night. The loss of the Texans, according to Gener;d Houston's report, was two 
kUlcHi and 23 woimded, 6 of th^m mort^ly; while the enemy's loss is put down at 630 
lulled, 808 wounded and 730 taken prisoners, Santa Anna, Cos and several other general 
officers beinu among the latter. 

April VZt 1S37 — Mr. Crawford, British Consul at Tampico, arrives at Columbia, on the Brazos, 
in the brig-of-war Racer, for the purpose of inquiring into the condition of Texas and 
reporting to Lord Palmerston. 

April tJ3, 18,38 — Dr. Anson Jones introduces a joint resolution into the Texas House of Re- 
present-atives, setting forth. That, inasmuch as our application for admission into the United 
States has been rejected, and " as it is l>eli'^ved that 'J'exas has interi'sts at variance with 
those of a large portion of the Unitt'd States," therefoi-e our propo-sition for annexation 
should be witlidrawn. This resolution passed the House of Representatives, but was 
defeated in the Senate by 14 nays to 13 ayes, 
April '24, 1838 — ^Ir. AVm. C. Preston offers a resolution in the United States Senate for the 
annexation of Texas, and supports it by a most eloquent speech, and is sustained by other 
Southern Senntors: out the i-esolution is defeated. 
April 25, 1838— ConventiiJh for running the boundary between Texas and the United States 
ifl signed at Washington. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



5th Month. MAY, 1858. 31 Days. 




Meridian of 


Meridian of 






Austin. 


Galveston. 




K D. 


Sim 


Son 


Moon 


Sun 


Sun 


Moon 


ij 


Moon 


Moon's Aspects of Planets, and otliei' | 


M. W. 


Kises. 


Sets. 


K.&S. 


Kises. 


Sets. 


R.&S.IIJ 


South. 


Signs. 


Miscellanies. 






H. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


M, 


H. M. 






1 


Sa. 


5 24 


6 86 


10 19 


5 25 


6 35 


10 16 


3 


2 23 


^21 


3 in apogee. 


(18) 4th Sunday after Easter. John 16. Day's length loh 14m 


2 


^^r 


5 28 


6 87 


11 8 


5 24 


6 36 


11 5 


3 


3 15 


;tS 3 


gc/Qj- ?c/^i 


8 


M. 


5 22 


6 88 


11 51 


5 24 


6 36 


11 48 


3 


4 6 


15 


Alioth so. 9h 56m 


4 


Tu. 


5 21 


6 89 


mor. 


5 23 


6 37 


mor. 


3 


4 65 


27 


5 


W. 


5 21 


6 89 


31 


5 22 


6 38 


29 


3 


5 44 


^ 9 


Spica so. lOh 22m 


6 


Th. 


5 20 


6 40 


1 6 


5 22 


6 38 


1 3 


4 


6 30 


21 


Q) Last quarter. 


V 


Er. 


5 19 


6 41 


1 37 


5 21 


6 39 


1 36 


4 


7 15 


vr 4 


Arc turns so. llh 5m 


8 


Sa. 


5 19 


6 41 


2 7 


5 20 


6 40 


2 6 


4 


8 


17 


^ so. Oh 37m 


(19) Rogation Sunday. John 16. Day's length 13h 24m | 


9 


8. 


5 18 


6 42 


2 37 


5 20 


6 40 


2 37 


4 


8 45 


^ 


Antares so. Ih 12m 


10 


M. 


5 17 


6 43 


3 8 


5 19 


6 41 


3 9 


4 


9 38 


14 


g in^ 


11 


Tu. 


5 16 


6 44 


4 40 


5 18 


6 42 


4 41 


4 


10 23 


28 


§ in inf. cT® 
Lyra so. 3h 12m 


12 


W. 


5 16 


6 44 


sets. 


5 18 


6 42 


sets. 


4 


11 17 


X13 


18 


Th. 


5 15 


6 45 


7 41 


5 17 


6 43 


7 39 


4 


12 17 


■ 28 


New 3 Qj-c/O) 


14 


Er. 


5 14 


6 46 


8 54 


5 16 


6 44 


8 51 


4 


1 22 


TT 13 


3 in perigee. 


15 


Sa. 5 14 


6 46 


10 


5 16 


6 44 


9 57 


4 


2 29 


28 


Alioth so. 9h 13m 


(20) 5th Sunday after Easter. John 15. Day's length 12h 84m 


16 


S. 


5 18 


6 47 


10 58 


5 15 


6 45 


10 55 


4 


3 34 


6q 13 




17 


M. 


5 13 


6 47 


11 45 


5 15 


6 45 


11 43 


4 


4 35 


^28 


^ &0) 


18 


Tu. 


5 12 


6 48 


mor. 


5 14 


6 46 


mor. 


4 


5 30 


12 


Spica so. 9h 31m 


19 


VV. 


5 11 


6 49 


25 


5 13 


6 47 


23 


4 


6 19 


"26 


3 First quarter. 


20 


Th. 


5 11 


6 49 


57 


5 13 


6 47 


56 


4 


7 5 


^22 


g in aphelion. 


21 


Er. 


5 11 


6 49 


128 


5 12 


6 48 


1 27 


4 


7 48 


Arctui'us so. 1 Oh 10m 


22 


Sa. 


5 10 6 50 


1 55 


5 12 


6 48 


1 55 


4 


8 30 


LOJ 4 




(21) 6th Sunday after Easter. Pentecost. John 15. 


23 


g. 


5 9 


6 51 


2 23 


5 11 


6 49 


2 24 


4 


9 13 


17 


Lyra so. 2h 29m 


24 


M. 


5 9 


6 51 


2 53 


5 11 


6 49 


2 54 


3 


9 56 


S2 


^ stationary. 


25 


Tu. 


5 8 


6 52 


3 23 


5 10 


6 50 


3 24 


3 


10 41 


Altair so. 8h 31m 


26 


W. 


5 8 


6 52 


rises. 1 


5 10 


6 50 


rises. 


3 


11 29 


24 


c?crO) 


27 


Th. 


5 7 


6 53 


7 18; 


5 9 


6 51 


7 15 


3 


mor. 


^ 6 


Full Q) 


28 


Er. 


5 7 


6 53 


8 13j 


5 9 


6 51 


8 10 


3 


19 


18 


Alioth so. 8h 21m 


29 


Sa. 


5 6 6 54 


9 3! 


5 8 


6 52 


9 


3 


1 10 


;5 


3 in apogee. 


(22) Trinity Sunday. Jolm 3. Day's length 13h 48m j 


30^S. j5 6i6 541 9 49115 816 521 


9 46i| 31 2 11 121ri^so. lOh 84m ii 


31Lm. l5 616 54110 29"o 816 52110 261' 3l 2 51' 24^ Antares so. llh 42m 


ivoiooivr's i^Hu^SES. 


Austin. Galveston. 


D. H. M. D. H. M. 


LAST dtTARTER 




■ •6 8 9 M 


. 6 20.2 M. 


NEW MOON.^ 




..la 1 1R ?i M . 




•13 1 27.8 M. 


riRST CIUARTEE, 19 4 48 7 A- 




-19 4 0.0 A. 


FULL MOOTSr 27 11 SS 7 A.. 


■^ 


■ 27 11 45.0 M. 




BB« 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 15 



HORTICFI.TURE FOR MAY. 

Plant out from the seed-bed all plants that arc large enough; Squash, Melons and Cucumhers 
may still be planted if the weather is favorable and the ground sufiiciently moist. Plant Okra, 
Black-ej'ed and Crowdcr Peas, Corn for late roasting-ears, and Lima or Carolina Beans. Take 
advantage of every opportunity which may now present itself of planting out Sweet Potato slips 
and vines : the slips are to be preferred if they are large, — the root^ to be cutoff before planting. 
Hill up late-planted Irish Potatoes; sow Radishes if the weather be showery, and hill up all 
kinds of Cabbages that are large enough ; use the hoe, plow and cultivator freely, and keep the 
ground clear of weeds. 

Budding fruit-trees may now be commenced after the following manner : healthy stocks should 
be selected of about an inch in diameter : trim off all the branches from the ground to about two 
feet upwards. If it be desired to have dwarf trees, the stock should be budded about three or four 
inches from the ground. The buds should be taken from the young wood of the present year's 
growth ; cut ofif the branch that the buds are intended to be taken from, close to the old wood ; 
the buds to be used should be taken from the middle of the branch, as not more than four or 
five can be used with certainty; be careful to have a very sharp, small knife: commence by 
making an incision in the bark of the stock in a horizontal direction, then cut from the cross 
downwards for about one inch. If a proper budding-knife cannot be obtained, get a piece of flat 
bone and grind it down to a sharp edge : with this proceed to open the bark at the incision which 
has been made, loosening it for the admission of the bud ; then cut off the bud with a small 
portion of the wood attached, separate the bud carefully from the wood at the back of it, and. 
insert the bud into the orifice which you have cut into the bark of the stock ; when this is fixed 
tightly, take a strip of domestic, and bind it fast above and below the bud, taking care not to 
cover or bruise the bud itself. 

Most kinds of stone-fruit have three buds at each joint: the two outside buds are bloom-buds ; 
the middle one is that from which wood springs, and which forms a new branch : this is the kind 
of bud which is preferred, as it is considered to produce frmt much earlier than the single bud. 

The clay and binding of late-grafted trees should now be entirely removed. 



CS5ROWOI.OC^Y. 



May 7) 1S24— Texa-s is annexed to Coahuila by a decree of the Constituent Congress, but 
with a guarantee that she should be a sepai'ate State of the Mexican Confederacy as soon as 
she should possess the necessary elements. 

May 13, 1829— Foreign merchants not naturalized are forbidden to retail goods in any State 
of IMexico.^this decree being designed to restrict Texas merchants. 

May 15, 1.833— Santa Anna enters upon his duties as President of Mexico. 

May 13, 1834 — The Constitutional Congress of Mexico dissolved bv Santa Anna. 

May 11, 1836— General Houston sails on board the Flora for New Orlcms, to procure medical 
aid and comfort for his Avounded limb. Previous to his departure, he leaves an address to 
the troops on Galveston Island, and those that should afterward arrive, urging " obedience 
to the constituted authorities and laws of the countrv, as the first duty of a soldier- that it 
woxild adorn hisinartial virtues and qualify him for the highest rights of citizenship " 

May_145 1836- Articles of agreement, by which the Mexican armv w^^s to evacuate Texas 
signed by Santa Anna and the authorities of Texas. A secret treaty of peace entered into 
between President Burnet and Santa Anna, the latter stipulating,' if released, to procure 
its ratification by the Mexican Congress. 

It was in the latter part of this month that General Felix Huston arrived in Galveston 
having raised and equipped 500 men for the service of Texas, at an expense of SiO,000 oxii 
of his own ];iocket. So says Mr. Kennedy. 

May 15, 183<i— Felisola's official letter, conveying news of the battle of San Jacinto and the 
capture ot the President, reaches the Mexican Capital. 

May 20, 183(>— The Mexican Congress pass a decree annulling all the stipulations entered into 
by Santa Anna Avhile a prisoner. 

May 2(>, 1S36— The above articles ratified by Felisola, now commander-in-chief of the Mexican 

May 26, 1.^6, The Texan array at Tictoria address a violent comm\inication to President 
Burnet, impeadiing the motives of the Government in libernting Santa Anna. They also 
complain of ne.L'lecl of themselves by the Government of Texas, &c. 

May 27, 1836— Mr. Greenhow is sent by President Jtickson as a special meSseu'rer to Mexico 
with despatches containing 57 articles, each one a distinct ground of claim to indemnity 
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6th Month. JUNE, 1858. 30 Days. ] 




Meridian of 


Meridiau of 







Awstiii. 


Galveston. 




D. 


B. 


Sun 


Sim 


Moon 


Sim 


Sun 


loou 


!j 


Mooii Moon's , Aspects of Planets, and otlier 


M. 


W. 


Kiscs. 


Hets. 


K. & S. .Rises. 


Sets. 


iU.S. 




Soutli. Signs. 


Miscellanies. 






H. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


Ih. m. 


H. M. 


H. IkL 


Af 


H. M. 






1 


Ta. 


5 5 


6 55 


11 4 


5 7 


6 53 


11 2 


2 


3 39 


»s; 6 


9 in perihelion. 


'2 


W. 


5 b 


6 bb 


11 37 


5 7 


6 63 


11 36 


2 


4 26 


18 


Alioth so. 8h 2m 


8 


Th. 


5 4 


6 56 


mor. 


5 7 


6 53 


mor. 


2 


5 10 


vr 


Spica so. 8h 28m 


4 


I'r. 


b 4 


6b6 


7 


5 6 


6 54 


6 


2 


5 54 


12 


3 Last quarter. 


D 


Sa. 


4 


6 b6 


36 


5 6 


6 54 


36 


2 


6 37 


26 


(J^ so. lOh 4m 


(23) 1st Sunday after Trinity. Luke 16. Day's length 13h 52m 


6 


^. 


5 4 


6 56 


1 4 


5 6 


6 54 


1 4 




7 22 


OP 8 


Arcturus so. 9h 7m 


V 


M. 


b 3 


6 57 


1 36 


5 5 


6 55 


1 37 




8 10 


' 22 


g greatest elong. W. 


8 


Tu. 


3 


6 57 


2 10 


5 5 


6 65 


2 11 




9 1 


X 6 


Antares so. llh lOm 


U 


W. 


b 3 


6 57 


2 50 


5 5 


6 55 


2 52 




9 58 


- 21 


^ cfO) 


10 


Th. 


b 3 


6 57 


sets. 


6 6 


6 55 


sets. 




11 


yr 6 


^cf3 


11 


h\\ 


5 2 


6 58 


7 40 


5 4 


6 66 


7 37 




12 7 


■ '21 


New 3 2) in perigee. 


12 


Sa. 


5 2,6 58 


8 43 


5 4 


6 56 


8 40 




115 


® 7 


C^ so. 9h 30m 


(24) 2d Sunday after Trinity. Luke 14. Day's leugth 13h 66m 


13 


!^. 


b 2 


6 58 


9 36 


6 4 


6 56 


9 34 





2 20 


22 


9c/3 hcfO) 

Lyra so. Oh 58m 


14 


M. 


5 2 


6 58 


10 21 


5 4 


6 66 


10 11 





320 


7 


15 


Tu. 


5 2 


6 58 


10 56 


5 4 


6 56 


10 55 


SI. 


4 12 


21 


Altair so. 2h 9m 


16 


W. 


5 2 


6 58 


11 29 


5 4 


6 56 


11 29 





5 1 


%i 


Fomalh. so. 6h 11m 


17 


Th. 


5 2 6 58 


11 59 


15 4 


6 56 


11 59 


1 


5 46 


§ cf% 


18 


I'r. 


5 1 6 69 


mor. 


!5 4 


6 56 


mor. 


1 


6 29 


LOJ 2 


Q) First quarter. 


19 Sa. 


5 1 6 59 


26 5 4 


6 56 


26 


1 


7 12 


14 


Spica so. 7h 26m 


(25) 3d Sunday after Trinity. Luke 15. Day's length 13h 58m 


20 


^. 


b 1 


6 59 


55 


|5 4 


6 56 


56 


1 7 64 


27 


9 c/ I? 


21 


M. 


5 1 


6 59 


1 24 


5 4 


6 56 


1 26 


1 


8 39 


1U 9 


Summer commences. 


22 


Tu. 


b 1 


6 59 


1 57 


5 4 


6 66 


1 69 


2 


9 25 


^21 


dcf 0) 


23 


VV. 


5 1 


6 59 


2 33 


5 4 


6 56 


2 35 


2 


10 15 


3 


9 greatest H.L.N. 1 


24 


Th. 


5 1 


6 59 


3 16 


'5 4 


6 66 


3 19 





11 6 


15 


(^ stationary. 


25 


Fr. 


5 1 


6 59 


rises. 


|5 4 


6 56 


rises. 


2 


11 63 


27 


Q) in apogee. 


26:Sa. 


5 2 


6 58 


7 471 


Is 4 


6 56 


7 44 


• 2 


mor. 


;5 9 


Full 3 1 


(26) 4th Sunday after Trinity. Luke 6. Day's length 13h 66m 


27 


S. 


5 2 6 58 


8 28 


5 4 


6 56 


8 26 


3 


47 


21 


Arcturus so. 7h 46m 


28 


M. 


5 2 6 58 


9 6 


5 4 


6 56 


9 4 


3 


1 36 


'^ 3 


^'"^Q. 


1 29 


Tu. 


5 2 6 58 


9 39 


5 4 


6 56 


9 38 


3 


2 24 


16 


Antares so. 9h 48m 


80 


W. 


5 2l6 58 


10 9 


5 4 


6 56 


10 8 


3 


3 9 


27 


Lj^ra so. llh 66m 


3vroo3sr's e^h-^ses. 


Austin. Galveston. 


D. H. M. D. H. M. 


LAST aUARTER 4 1 60.1 A 4 2 1.4 A. 


NE\y MOON 11 8 15,3 M 11 8 efi.fi ivr. 


FIEST aUA'R.T-RT? 18 1 43..^ Tyr.. 




18 1 54.6 M. 
26 2 53.6 M. 


FTTT.T. MO 


ON 


••26 ^ AO Q -RT 


















^^ 
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HORTICULTURE FOR JUJ^E. 

There will now be but little to be done except to keep the ground clear of weeds. The ground 
should be frequently stirred about all growing plants, whether they are much troubled with 
weeds or not, as this will tend to make them send forth quantities of new fibrous roots, which 
materially assist them in absorbing the moisture from the earth, and also by keeping the earth 
light it presents a larger surface, and thus affords a better opportunity for the night-dews, which 
generally fall heavy at this season, to penetrate, and thus supply the place of the rains which 
arc needed by the crops, bat seldom obtained during this month in quantities sufficient to do 
much good. 

Cucumbers, Squash, Musk and "Water Melons, Okra, Black-eyed and Crowder Peas, may still 
be planted if the weather is showery, or the ground sufficiently moist to germinate the seed and 
give them a fair start. Clean and plow early-planted Sweet Potatoes and Late Corn. Set out 
Sweet Potato slips or vines, if the weather is favorable and the ground moist. If not, as it will 
now be advisable to have all the potatoes that you intend to plant in as soon as possible, it will 
be as well to make up the ridges and plant the slips early in the morning and late in the even- 
ing, and let them receive a copious watering at the time of setting out the vines, and every even- 
ing for two or three days' afterwards, until they have had a chance to take root. 

As Eschalots will now be ripening, they should be pulled up and put away in some dry place : 
if some place can be had which is at once cool and dry, so much the better. 

Budding may still be performed. Keep the trees that were budded last month clear of weeds : 
the binding should tqow be taken off, and those buds that show a disposition to grow should be 
carefully examined : cut off the dead bark that laps over the bud, and rebud those stocks that 
have failed to take, and cut away all sprouts that make their appearance below the bud. 

In very dry seasons and towards the end of this month, the Cabbage-crops— what are left of 
them — become stunted and covered with aphides to that extent that, even if they escape being 
eaten up entirely, they present a very unsightly appearance. This may be obviated in a great 
measure by frequent washings with the watering-pot or garden-engine, and by giving them a 
plentiful supply of water at the roots ; and, although a superfluity of water is supposed to be 
injurious to the flavor of most vegetables, yet this rule does not hold good in respect to Cabbages, 
which are not in the least affected by it 



CMROJVOIiOaY. 



In this month Aaron Burr sailed for England, and for several years endeavored, though in 
vain, to obtain the sanction of soDie of the principal Powers of Europe to his plan for revo- 
lutionizing Mexico. He returned home, disappointed, in August, 1812, resumed his profession 
of law, and finally died, September 14, 1836, on Staten Island. 

June 4, 1825— Austin contracts for 500 families to be settled in the territory bounded by the 
reserve ten leagues on the south, and on the nprth by the road from Nacogdoches to Bexar, 
on the east by the San Jacinto to its head, and thence by a line due north to the said road 
and on the west bv a line due south from said road to the Lavaca River. 
June 1, 1S36— Santa Anna, with Colonels Almonte, Nunez and his secretary, embarks on 
board the armed schooner Invincible, commanded bv Captain S. Brown, with a view to return 
to Mexico, in accordance with the stipulations that had been entered into. 
Jane 3, 1836— A party of volunteers arrive at Velasco, led by General T. J. Green, General 
M. Hunt and others, and demand that Santa Anna shall not be permitted to depart; and 
President Burnet, apprehensive of civil disturbances from these men, ordered that Santa 
Anna shoald be escorted to Quintana, for further consultation, and in hopes that the obliga- 
tions of the Government could be performed without any act of violence or resort to arms? 
June 9j 1830— Santa Anna transmits a solemn protest to President Burnet, complaining that 
he Avas treated more like a criminal than a prisoner of war. contrary to the agreement 
entered into. He protests against the ill usage of General Woll, who had come into the 
lexan camp with a flag of truce and under the safeguard of General Houston. He protesta 
against the non-fulfilment of the agreement for the exchange of prisoners,— against the vio- 
lence done to hi m by cornpeUing him to come on shore at the dictation of General Green, 
who, he^said, had just arrived with 130 men,— and, finally, against bad treatment generally 
June 10 ,1836— President Burnet replies to the above protest, admitting and regretting some 
few of the grounds of complaint, and showing clearly that the rest were without foundation. 
June 11, 183b— President Burnet addresses a lengthy and able remonstrance to the troona 
against this threatened violence, defending the treaty for Santa Anna's release, as based 
upon sound views of public policy, <fec. To this General Lamar, then Secretary of StS 
replied, urging that Santa Anna had forfeited his life, and that simple justice reouired hia 
execution as a murderer. icy.tLiAuu ma 

June 18, 1836— Mr. Clay, on the part of a committee of the United States Senate, reports 
bXniuse^s of CongSs independence of Texas, which report was agreed & by 
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7th Month. 



JULY, 1858. 



31 Days. 



Meridian of 
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P. 


D. 
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Sim 


M. 


M JRises. 
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10 37 
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^ 5 



Arcturus so. 71i 29m 
cf so. 8h 11m 
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(27) 5th Sunday after Trinity. Lnke 5. 



Day's length 13h 54m 
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6q 


10 
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6 
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(28) 6th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 5. 



Day's length 13h 60m 
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8 9 


5 
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12 


M. 
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5 


2 
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13 
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5 
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14 


W. 
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6 
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15 


Th. 
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6 
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27 
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10 57 


6 
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17 


Sa. 


5 8 
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6 10 
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6 
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3 First quarter. 



(29) 7th Sunday after Trinity. Mark 8. 



Day's length 13h 44m 
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33 
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6 
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mor. 


6 


7 22 


35 


6 


8 11 


1 16 


6 
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6 


9 62 


2 52 


6 
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6 
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^8 
^ 
12 
24 

;5 6 

18 



Lyra so. lOh 37m 
Altair so. llh 44m 
Q) in apogee. 
Fomalh. so. 2h 41m 
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(30) 8th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 7. 



Day's length 13h 36m 



26 


S. 
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6 48 
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6 14 


6 46 


7 4 


6 
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^ 


26 


M. 


5 12 
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6 14 
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6 


21 


12 


27 
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5 13 


6 47 
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6 
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24 


28 


W. 
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6 16 


6 45 
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6 
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29 


Th. 


6 14 


6 46 


9 9 


6 16 


6 44 


9 9 


6 


2 34 


19 


30 


Fr. 


5 15 


6 45 


9 37 


6 17 


6 43 


9 37 


6 


3 16 


(T> 2 


31 


Sa. 


5 16 


6 44 


10 8 


5 17 


6 43 


10 9 


6 


4 


16 



Full 3 T2cf3 

Markab so. 2h 41m 
Antares so. 7h 68m 
Algenib so. 3h 41m 
Altair so. llh 12m 
Arietes so. 6h 26m 
Fomalh. so. 2h 11m 



Austin. 



LAST QUARTEH 4 

NEW MOON 10 2 

FIRST aUAETER 17 2 

FULL MOON 25 5 



12.5 M 4 

53.2 A 10 3 

7.6 A 17 2 

32.0 A.-.. 25 5 



Galveston. 



M. 

23.8 M. 
4.5 A. 

18.9 A. 
43.3 A. 



18 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 



19 



MOI^TICUJLTtJIiE won JU1.Y. 

During this month there will be but little planting to be done, as the weather generally is too 
dry; but, should there be showery Aveather, Sweet Potatoes may still be planted for late crops with 
every prospect of success. We have at times planted in July and had the finest yield of the 
season. 

Plow and hill up all crops that reauire it. Plant Cucumber, Sa^iash and Musk Blelons, for the 
last crop: also make up a few hills for Tomatoes, and, instead of plants half grown, use seed, 
planting four or five seeds in each hill, thus dispensing with the nursery-bed. When they come 
up, and as soon as they are strong enough to withstand the attacks of insects, they may bo 
thinned out, leaving from one to three good strong plants in each hill. 

Irish Potatoes may now be planted for a fall crop. Budding may still be done. All trees pre- 
viously budded may now be entirely unbound. 

The seed of plants which are now ripe enough should be gathered in, which is best to be done 
early in the day before the sun has entirely dried off all the moisture left by the dew of the pre- 
ceding night. If the seed, being fully ripe, is gathered in at this time, it will not shed out so 
much in handling as if gathered during the warmer part of the day. 

The Cucumber is indigenous to the East Indies ; the varieties are numerous. Those princi- 
pally grown are the Early Frame and Long Green Prickly. The early Frame is of moderate 
length, and generally used as the early crop for salad. The Long Green is mostly grown for 
pickling. All the varieties are very txjnder, not bearing the least frost. SoLViash is from the Levant, 
of which there are several species. Those preferred are the Bush or Patty-pan-shaped, and the 
Long Green Crook-necked. The former is the earliest. 

Melons delight in light land well manured. The mode of culture is very similar to that of the 
Cucumber. They are all quite tender, and should not be planted until fear cf frost has ceased. 

Of the Water Melons, the most ssteemed are the Mountain Sprout and Blountain Sweet, The 
latter, though of moderate size, is sweet and melting. 

The Citron Melon and Turk's Cap Citron are varieties of the old Nutmeg, and are perhaps the 
best of their class. The lighter the soil the higher will be the flavor. 



July 1.7j 1S22 — Baron de Bastrop is appointed commissioner to apportion the land in Austin's 
Colony to the colonists. 

July '2(>5 IS'i'^ — Governor Garcia gives the name of " San Felipe de Austin^' to the place selected 
"as the capital of the colony. 

July 27, 1829 — Barradas, with 4000 men, having sailed from Havana, lands at Tampico, for 
the purpose of re-establishing Spanish power in Mexico; but he was compelled to surrender 
on the 10th of September following. 

Julv 2JI, 1S20— Slavery abolished bv a decree throughout Mexico; but the law was evaded 
by the colonists of Texas, who then introduced slaves under the name of "indentured 
servants." 

July Ij 1836 — General Anstin returns to Texas and visits Santa Anna in C-olumbia, where 
the latter had been taken while a prisoner, when he proposed to Austin the friendly media- 
tion of the Government of the United States, and with that view addresses a letter to Presi- 
dent Jackson. 

Julv 11, 1S36 — General Gaines is ordered by President Jackson to cross the boundary into 
Texas, should he deem it necessary, to keep the Indians in check. The United States army 
was accordingly moved to Nacogdoches the latter part of tliis year. 

July 14, 1836 — President Burnet issues a proclamntion stopping the practice of impressment 
in the army, which had become burdensome to the people. The same day. General l^amar 
reaches the head-quarters of the army, having been appointed, by the executive and cabinet, 
commander-in-chief, which post, however, he soon vacated, owing to dissatisfaction among the 
ranks, in his superseding General Rusk, who was at that time in command. 

July 20, 1S36— The American minister at Mexico is directed to lay the claims of the United 
'States before that government, and, if no satisfactory answer is received within the space of 
three weeks, to declare that, unless those claims are adjusted without delay, his further 
residence there will be useless. 

July 23, 1836— President Burnet- issues his proclamation for the election of President and 
Vice-President, and for representatives to the first Congress in Texas, under the new Con- 
stitution ; also to decide upon the adoption or rejection of that Constitution, and likewise 
upon the question of annexation to the United States. 

July 6, 1837— General M. Hunt presents his credentials to the President of the United States, 
as Minister from Texas, with instructions to try and carry out the measure of annexation. 
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8th Month. AUGUST, 1858. 31 Days. 
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Meridian of 


1 
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8 


6 
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6 
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5 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 21^ 



1-IOIlTICtJI.TtJKE FOR AUGUST. 

During this month, if the weather should be Cavorahle, it vrill be well to sow a good piece of 
ground in Turnips : for this purpose let selection be made of a plot of ground that has been 
well manured for some of your last fall or early spring crops. Plow or dig it up thoroughly 
during the latter part of July ; if it is turned up twice, or even three times, so much the better. 
About the second week in the month the seed may be sown in drills about two feet apart and 
an inch deep. The Red-top Turnip is the best at this season, as it is able to withstand the 
drought better than any other variety. A light roller may be drawn over the ground after 
planting, pressing the earth close to the seed, and thus forwarding the process of germination. 

Bush Beans may now be planted, also Long Scarlet Radish. Creole Cabbage-seed, Carrot and 
Celery may now be sown in cool, shaded borders : they should be watered night and morning if 
the ground is very dry. They may also be covered with light brush to keep off the birds. 

Plant Bush Squash, Cucumbers and Irish Potatoes for a complete fall crop. It will generally 
be found that the Turnips planted at this season are troubled with a species of fly, which, unless 
the seed is sown very thick, will devour the entire crop as soon as it makes its appearance above 
ground. To obviate this, Horticulturists recommend that the seed be steeped in stdphur-water 
made in the proportions of an ounce of sulphur to a pint of water, which wLQ be sufacient to wash 
about three pounds of seed. 

CARROT. 

The Carrot is a hardy biennial. The root of the plant in its wild state is smaU, dry, sickly, 
of a white color, and strong-flavored. 

The principal varieties are the Long Orange, best for the main crop ; the Early Horn, for early 
summer use ; and the Altringham and Large White, for field-culture. 

The cultivation of all the varieties is the same. The plant requires a deeply dug or plowed 
soil, in good tilth, otherwise the root is apt to branch or become forked. For the early supply, 
drUlthe seed (allowing 12 or 14 inches' space between the drills) in a warm, protected border, any 
time during spring: the main crop need not be put in before its close. When the plants are up 
two or three inches in growth, they will require thinning and cleaning from weeds, either by 
hand or small hoeing; thin from three to five inches' distance such as are designed for drawing 
in young and middling growth ; but the main crop, intended for large and fuU-sizcd roots, thin 
to six or eight inches' distance ; keep the whole clean from weeds in their advancing young 
growth. 

To preserve them during the winter, remove them to the cellar, and pile them up with alter- 
nate layers of earth or sand ; and they may be placed in heaps in the garden, with suflScient 
soil over them to exclude frost. 



C MR O W O I. O GT. 

Ansnst 30, 1S5J1— Austin leaves San Antonio with a guide and nine companions, and pro- 
ceeded to explore the Guadalupe River down to the bay. He then proceeded along the coast 
to the mouth of the Colorado, then went up between the Colorado and Brazos Rivers, and 
then decided upon the territory he would select for his colony. 

■^"% '^'i/i?'^^v~'l'^® Telegraph Newspaper reappeared in Columbia, after being driven from 
ban Fehpe by the Mexicans, (where it was first started in October, 18.35,) to Harrisburg, and 
larf^ ubrsh^d^ materials destroyed by the enemy, since which it has been regu- 

4"** Rk^§'2!?:r^^^*^^ ^^, nominated to the Presidency of Texas under the new Constitution 

Aug. 20v 1 S.J b— (general Houston is nominated to the Presidency by a meeting at Columbia. 
In this month was discovered a nlot for the release of Santa Anna, whereupon both Santa 
Anna and Almonte were put m close confinement. While thus confined, Santa Anna writes 
to Pr^ident .Jackson, expressing his willingness to fulfil all his stipulations entered into 
with General Houston, but urging the necessity of his being first liberated, that he might 
act free, m order thereby to make his acts valid. He said the terra of his ofiRce would expire 
the 1st of March, 18-37, and that whatever he could do must be done previous to that time. 

Aug. '^7, ISJb— Estimated population of Texas, by Morfit writing to Foravth, who gives the 
f??regate as 52,6<0, compnsmg 30,000 Anglo-Americans, 3470 Mexicans, 14,^00 Indiana and 
5000 Isegroes- 

Aus.4, 1837— General M. Hunt addresses a long communication to the Government of the 
Unit^ States, urging the important advantages of annexation to that Government, to which 
President Van Buren replies, rejecting the proposition as inconsistent with the friendly 
relations subsisting between the United States and Mexico. 

Aug. ii5, 1S37— The Brutus and Invincible arrive off the bar at Galveston with a Mexican 
schooner in tow, captured near the Banks of Campeachy. The Brutus enters the harbor 
with the prize ; but the Invincible, not being able to get in, is attacked the following day by 
two of the enemy's armed brigs, and, on attempting to retreat, strikes on the breakers near 
the southeast channel and goes to pieces. The crew are safely landed. 
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9th Month. SEPTEMBER, 1858. 30 Days. 




Meridian, of 


Meridian of 






Austin. 


Galveston. 




P. 


D. 


Sun 


Sim 


Moon Suii 


Sun 


Moon 


3 


Moon 


Moon's Aspects of Planets, and otlier 


M. 


W. 


Rises. 


Sets, 


R.&S.|;Eiscs. 


Sets. 


K&S. 


3S 


South. 


Si^s. Miscellanies. 






H, M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


n. M. 


H. M. 


H. M. 


M. 


H. M. 




1 


1 


w. 


5 41 


6 19 


11 53 


5 41 


6 19 


11 66 





6 23 


Tr2o 


%cfQ) 


2 


Th. 


5 42 


6 18 


mor. 


5 42 


6 18 


mor. 





7 26 


6q 4 


Fomalh. so. Oh 4m 


3 


Fr. 


5 42 


6 18 


1 


5 43 


6 17 


1 8 


1 


8 29 


19 


Q)in perigee. 


4 Sa. 


5 43 


6 17 


2 14 


5 44 


6 16 


2 17 


1 


9 29 


Q. s 


hdO) 1 


(36) 14th Sunday after Trinity. Lnke 17. Day's length 12h 32m 


5 


S. 


5 44 


6 16 


3 23 


5 45 


6 15 


3 25 


1 


10 25 


18 


d^D© j 


6 


BI. 


5 45 


6 15 


sets. 


5 46 


6 14 


sets. 


2 


11 16 


"^16 


Altair so. 8h 39m 


7 


Tu. 


5 46 


6 14 


6 22 


5 46 


6 14 


6 22 


2 


12 4 


NewO) ©eclipsed. 


8 


W. 


5 47 


6 13 


6 52 


5 47 


6 13 


6 52 


2 


12 50 


L^ 


Sc/S 


9 


Th. 


5 48 


6 12 


7 22 


5 48 


6 12 


7 23 


3 


1 35 


14 


Lyra so. 7h 16m 


10 


Fr. 


5 49 


6 11 


7 53 


5 49 


6 11 


7 64 


3 


2 21 


27 


Markab so. llh 37m I 


11 


Sa. 


5 50 


6 10 


8 27 


5 50 


6 10 


8 29 


4 


3 8 


11X10 


?c/3 1 


(37) 15th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 6. Day's length 12h 22m 


12 


,S, 


5 50 


6 10 


9 4 


5 51 


6 9 


9 7 


4 


3 66 


22 


Fomalh. so. llh 21m 


13 


M. 


5 51 


6 9 


9 47 


5 52 


6 8 


9 49 


4 


4 45 


^ 4 


Oj-D* 


14 


Tu. 


5 52 


6 8 


10 34 


5 52 


6 8 


10 37 


5 


5 3.7 


16 


§ m inf. c/® 


15 


W. 


5 53 


6 7 


1126 


5 53 


6 7 


11 29 


5 


6 29 


28 


3 First quarter. 
Algenib so. Oh 25m 
Aldebaran so. 4h 37m 


16 


Th. 


5 54 


6 6 


mor. 


6 54 


6 6 


mor. 


6 


7 20 


;f^io 


17 


Fr. 


5 55 


6^ 5 


22 


5 55 


6 5 


25 


6 


8 9 


22 


18 


Sa. 


5 56 


6 4 


1 20 


5 56 


6 4 


1 22 


6 


8 57 


^ 4 


Capella so. 5h 12m 


(38) 16th Sunday after Trinity. Luke 7. Day's length 12h 6m j 


19 


S. 


5 57 


6 3 


2 19 


6 57 


6 3 


2 21 


6 


9 42 


16 


% so. 5h 28m 


20 


M. 


5 58 


6 2 


3 17 


5 68 


6 2 


3 18 


7 


10 27 


29 


Rigel so. 6h 6m 


21 


Tu. 


5 59 


6 1 


4 16 


6 59 


6 1 


4 17 


7 


11 10 


vrii 


Oriones so. 5h 46m 


22 


W. 


5 59 


6 1 


rises. ''5 59 


6 1 


rises. 


7 


11 64 


24 


Full 3 ? in aphel. 


28 


Th. 


6 


6 


6 11 


6 


6 


6 12 


8 


mor. 


T 8 


Autumn commences. 


24 


Fr. 


6 1 


5 59 


6 44 


6 1 


6 69 


6 45 


8 


40 


21 


§in£| 


25 


Sa. 


6 2 


5 58 


7 19 


6 2 


6 58 


7 21 


8 


1 29 


b' 5 


Sirius so. Oh 28m 


(39) 17th Sunday after Trinity. Luke 14. Day's length llh 64m 


26 


S. 


6 3 


5 57 


8 2 


6 3 


5 57 


8 4 


9 


2 21 


19 


% so. 4h 68m 


27 


M. 


6 4 


5 56 


8 50 


6 4 


5 56 


8 53 


9 


3 17 


^ 3 


^cfO) 


28 


Tu. 


6 5 


5 55 


9 48 


6 5 


5 65 


9 51 


9 


4 17 


17 


%(fa) 


29 


W. 


6 6 


5 64 


10 62 


6 6 


5 64 


10 66 


10 


5 20 


6d 1 


Q) Last quarter. 


30 


Th. 


6 7 


5 63 


mor. 


6 6 


6 64 


mor. 


10 


6 22 


15 


^ greatest elong. W. 


X^OOIST'S P'H^A.SES- 


Austin. G-alveston. 


D. H. M. D. H. M. 


TJTTiv TwnmvT 7 7 43.5 M 7 7 54.8 K. 


■PT'RC'T OTTA'PTTTT? 14 10 45 2 A -14 10 56.5 A. 


•PTTTT, MOn"M 22 8 48.6 A. 22 R 59.9 A. 


T A OTi nTTAT^fPTTT? 9.Q 7 9.0 4- A 




•29 7 31.7 A. 
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HORTICULTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. 23 



1-IORTICtJI.TURE FOR SEPTEMBER. 

As soon as possible, the ground may now be cleared and got ready for fall and winter planting. 
Let all grass or weeds that enctmiber the ground be dug, or plowed in if possible, thereby re- 
turning to the earth as much as may be of the strength that has been drawn from it. Haul on 
to vacant ground all the manure that can be had, and let it be well plowed in. Before the end 
of the month, it will be well to have ground turned over a second or a third time, to get it mellow 
for setting out plants that by that time will begin to be large enough to transplant, if the Aveatber 
is favorable. 

Sow Early "White Dutch Turnip, liutabaga Turnip, Black and White Spanish Kadish, Long 
Scarlet, and Scarlet Turnip, Radish, Round-Leaved Spinach, Early and Large York Battersea, 
and Drumhead Cabbage, Early Dutch Cauliflower, Cape or Purple Broccoli, Curled Kale, Kohl- 
rabi, Early Cabbage-Lettuce, Long and Turnip Blood Beet, Early Horn, and Long Orange or 
Altringham Carrot. Sow Parsley, Celery, Bush or Snap Beans, and Early Frame or Early 
Washington Peas. 

Plant Onions and Eschalots. 

RADISH. 

The Radish is originally from the East Indies, but cultivated in Europe since the sixteenth, 
century. Formerly, the leaves were often boiled and stewed; but now the roots are chiefly 
employed. The young seedling-leaves are often used with cress and mustard, as small salad ; and 
radish seed-pods, when of plump growth, but still young and green, are used to increase the 
variety of vegetable pickles, and are considered a tolerable substitute for capers. 

The well-known manner in which this vegetable is cultivated renders any observations thereon 
unnecessary. All that is required is to point out the varieties which answer best at difl'erent 
seasons of the year. For the early crops, use the Long Scarlet Short-top; the Long Salmon, 
similar to the above, but lighter color, and white at the point; the Scarlet Turnip-Rooted, and 
White Turnip-Rooted ; frequent sowings are necessary, as all the foregoing soon become pithy 
and shoot to seed. In flavor they differ but little: discrimination is from fancy. At the same 
time the early kinds are sown, make a sowing of the Yellow Turnip and Summer White, 
which are fine kinds, withstand the heat, and are firm and crisp even in hot weather. Frequent 
sowings of these, as well as the White Spanish or Black Spanish, as most liked, should be made 
during the summer mouths. 



CIIROWOI.OCJY. 



Septemljor 29) ISIO— Hidalgo captures the city of Guanaxuato, containing 80,000 inhabit- 
ants. 

Sept. — , IS'24 — Austin appoints Samuel M. Williams Secretary of the Loca,l Government of 
the Colony. 

Sept. Sj 1S35 — General Austin attends a public dinner given him in honor of his return from 
Mexico, after an absence of nearly two years and a half. 

Sept. 19* 1S35— The Committee of Sa.fety for the jurisdiction of Austin issue a circular 
recommending the military organization of every district in Texas, and full and prompt 
preparations for war, as the means to prevent the ruin of Texas. 

Sept. '^0, 1835 — A body of Mexicans nxunbering two hundred arrive on the bank of the river 
opposite Gonzales, having been ordered to take the cannon at that place; but they were 
repulsed in their attempt to cross the river by eighteen men on the opposite bank, under 
the command of Captain Albert Martin. 

Sept. '^5j 1S35— The citizens of Gonzales apply, for aid against TJgartachea, to the Committee 
of Safety 'of Mina, and, the application being referred to the Central Committee at San Felipe, 
of which Aiistin was chairman, Austin replies, urging that aid should be given, and i*ecom- 
mending resistance. 

It was in this month that Mr. Ellis, United States Minister to Mexico, presented sundry 
claims upon that Government, by direction of President Jackson; but, no satisfactory 
, response being given, all diplomatic relations between the United States and Mexico were 
broken off. 

Sept. 4<( 1S36 — General Jackson writes to General Houston counselling him to spare the life 
of Santa Anna, and says, "Let not his blood be shed, unless imperious necessity demands 
it as a retaliation for future Mexican massacres. Both wisdom and hxmianity enjoin this 
course." 

Sept. '25, l.SST'— President Houston convokes the Texan Congress in extra session, and lays 
before them the subject of dispute between the authorities of the United States and those 
of Texas, in relation to the yet undefined boundarj^-line between the two countries, and the 
conflicts that had occvxrred between the respective citizens along the border in regard to land- 
claims. 

Sept. 25, 1S30— Texas is acknowledged in every respect a free and independent nation bv 
France, upon the report of M. Saligny, one of the attaches of the French Ambassador at 
Washington, who was sent to ascertain what sort of a government and country that of 
Texas was. 
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10th Month. OCTOBER, 1858. 



31 Days. 



Meridian, of 
Austin. 



Meridian of 
Galveston. 



Sim 
Rises. 



Sun Moon 

Sets. R. & S, 



Sun 
Rises. 



1 Fr. 



II. M. 

5 52 
5 52 



1 

1 11 



H. M. 

6 7 
6 8 



Sun 

Sets. 



5 53 

5 62 



Moon 
R.&S. 



I 

1 u 



Moon Moon'f 
South. I Signs. 



H. M. 

7 22 

8 18 



14 



Aspects of Planets, and otlier 
Miscellanies. 



(40) ISth Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 22. 



Algenib so. llh 22m 

T?cy3 



Day's length llli 42in 



s. 


6 9 


6 51 


2 18 


6 9 


5 51 


2 20 


11 


9 9 


28 


M. 


6 10 


5 50 


3 23 


6 10 


5 50 


3 24 


11 


9 58 


^ 25 


Tu. 


6 11 


5 49 


4 26 


6 11 


5 49 


4 26 


12 


10 48 


W. 


6 12 


5 48 


sets. 


6 12 


5 48 


sets. 


12 


n 28 


LQJ 9 


Th. 


6 18 


5 47 


5 52 


6 12 


5 48 


5 53 


12 


12 13 


22 


Fr. 


6 14 


5 46 


6 23 


6 13 


5 47 


6 25 


13 


12 59 


iri 5 

^8 


«a. 


6 15 


5 45 


7 


6 14 


5 46 


7 2 


13 


1 47 



9 Greatest elong. E. 
Antares so. Ih 7m 

NewQ) 

7 ^s so. 2h 34m 
Aldebaran so. 31i 19m 
% Greatest H.L.N. 



(41) 19tli Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 9. 



Day's length llh 28m 



fei. 


6 16 


b 44 


7 41 


6 15 


5 45 


7 44 


13 


2 37 


^ 


M. 


6 17 


5 43 


8 26 


6 16 


5 44 


8 29 


13 


8 28 


12 


Tu. 


6 18 


5 42 


9 17 


6 17 


5 43 


9 20 


14 


4 20 


24 


W. 


6 18 


5 42 


10 11 


6 18 


5 42 


10 14 


14 


5 11 


;5 6 

18 


Th. 


6 19 


5 41 


11 7 


6 19 


5 41 


11 10 


14 


6 


Fr. 


6 20 


5 40 


mor. 


6 20 


5 40 


mor. 


14 


6 48 


'iSSi 


8a. 


6-21 


5 39 


5 


6 20 


5 40 


7 


15 


7 34 


12 



QJ. stationary. 9(^3 
Capella so. 3h 46m 
Rigel so. 3h 44m 
3 in apogee. 
Q) First quarter. 
Oriones so. 4h 11m 
Sirius so. 2h 57m 



(42) 20th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 22. 



Day's length llh 16m 



M. 
Tu. 
W. 
Th. 
Fr. 



23 Sa. 



6 22 
6 23 
6 24 
6 25 
6 26 
6 27 
6 27 



5 38 
5 37 
5 36 
5 35 
5 34 
5 33 
5 33 



1 

2 2 

3 
3 59 

5 2 

rises. 

5 57 



6 21 
6 22 
6 23 
6 24 
6 24 
6 25 
6 26 



5 39 

6 38 
5 37 
5 36 
5 36 
5 35 
5 34 



1 5 

2 3 

3 1 
3 59 
6 1 

rises. 
5 57 



8 19 

9 2 
9 46 

10 31 

11 20 
mor. 

Oil 



23 
K 7 

19 
fp 2 

16 

14 



Castor so. 3h 39m 
Procyon so. 3h 42m 
Algenib so. lOh 11m 
Arietis so. Oh 4m 
7^s so. Ih 35m 
Full Q). 
Aldebaran so. 2h 20m 



(43) 21st Sunday after Trinity. John 4. 



24 


S- 


26 


M. 


26 


Tu. 


27 


W. 


28 


Th. 


29 


Fr. 


30 


Sa. 



6 28 
6 29 
6 30 
6 31 
6 31 
6 32 



5 32 
5 31 
5 30 
5 29 
5 29 
5 28 



6 3315 \ 



6 43 

7 40 

8 44 

9 53 
11 3 
mor. 

c 



6 27 
6 28 
6 29 
6 29 
6 30 
6 31 
6 32 



5 33 
5 32 
5 31 
5 31 
5 30 
5 29 
5 28 



6 46 

7 43 

8 47 

9 56 
11 5 
mor. 

11 



1 7 

2 8 

3 11 

4 15 
6 17 

6 13 

7 5 



29 
Jtl3 

28 
®12 

27 

24 



(44) 22d Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length llh 4m 

\ so. 6h 46m 
3 ill perigee. 

Qtcf© 

Capella so. 2h 43m 
Algenib so. 9h 36m 
3 I^ast quarter. 
(^ in perihelion. 



Matt. 8. 



Day's length lOh 52m' 



6 3415 26 



1 15 6 33 5 271 1 1611161 7 54 



Tip 8 Fomalhaut so. 8h 8m 



IvdlOOKT'S I='ia:.A.SElS> 



Austin. 

D. H. M. 

NEW MOOIT 6 7 35.0 A, 

FIRST aUARTER 14 6 11.1 A. 

FULL MOON 22 8 47.9 M. 

LAST aUARTER 29 2 2.1 M. 

24 



Galveston. 



• 6 7 

14 6 

22 8 

29 2 



46.3 A. 

22.4 A. 
69.2 M. 
13.4 M. 
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25 



SIOHTICUIiTUIlE FOU OCTOBER. 

The gardener will now be kept busy in transplanting, if he has had favorable weather during 
the preceding month to bring forward his Cabbage-Plants, Lettuce, &c. 

For Cabbage-Plants, select a piece of rich mellow ground, well drained. Set your plants, if of 
the smaller varieties, about two feet and a half apart each way ; if Battersea or Drumhead Cab- 
bage, three to four feet will not be too much. 

Lettuce may be transplanted into a rich border sheltered by shrubbery, or fences, from tho 
north winds which prevail during the winter months. 

For succession, sow Carrots, Beets, Turnips, Onions, Early Dutch Battersea and Drumhead 
Cabbage, Kale, Kohlrabi, Celery, Parsley, Salsify, and Bush Beans and English Peas. 

Plant Onions and Eschalots, and keep all beds and walks clean and free from weeds. 

This is a good time to collect manure, leaves, turf, &c. for improving the soil; also^in dry 
weather, turn over old manure-heaps and mix with them the different materials collected for 
that purpose, which will materially improve rank manures. Never let your manure-heap be ex- 
posed to the sun, wind and rain, as this will considerably lesson its value, depriving it of its 
most nutritious properties. 



CIIROWOI.OGY. 

October .19, 1S10 — Hidalgo enters Yalladolid and is received with rejoicings by the people. 
He arrivf s at Toluca on the 28th, thirty-six miles from the City of Mexico ; but, neglecting 
to push forward and take possession of the capital, his enemies have time to rally, and from 
this time he encounters a series of reverses, until he is finally captured near Saltillo, with 
some followers, while endeavoring to make their escape. They were all shot in Chihuahua, 
early in ISll. 

Oct, "2^ 1S33 — Austin writes from the City of Mexico to the municipality, advising^ all the muni- 
cipalities of Texas to agree upon a local government for Texas, as a separate State, without 
waiting longer for the sanction of the Government of Mexico. This letter was sent back to 
the authorities of Mexico by some Mexican members of the Bexar municipalitj', and an 
express was immediately sent after Austin, then on his return home ; he was overtaken 
at Saltillo, carried back to the City of Mexico, and thrown into the dungeons of the Inqui- 
sition, where he suffered the severest privations from February 13 to June 12, 1834, when 
he was removed to the prison of Acordada. 

Oct. 13? TS34— A large body of Coahuilans meet in San Antonio with the citizens of that 
place, and resolve upoq a State Convention, to be held on the 13th of November, to organize 
a Provisional Government. 

Oct. 20, 1834 — The Separatists, led by the political chief of the Department of the Brazos, 
issue an address recommending the people to organize and declare their perpetual separar 
tion from Coahuila. 

Oct, 1, 1S35 — The Mexican forces opposite Gonzales, seeing vigorous preparations making for 
resistance, remove and take position seven miles above the town, while the Texans, 168 in 
numbor, under Colonel John H. IMoore, cross the river the same evening with the cannon, the 
demand for which had led to the difficulty. 

Oct. 3, 1835— The Committee of Safety of San Felipe address a circular to the people of Texas, 
reciting the various unconstitutional acts of the Government of Mexico, showing that the 
war had actually been commenced by the attack on Gonzales, and exhorting every man in 
Texa,s to hasten to Gonzales to meet the enemy. 

Oct. 3, 1835 — Barragan, acting President of Mexico, issues a decree abolishing all the State 
governments. Precisely one year after this, the first Congress of the Republic of Texas 
assemble in Columbia. 

Oct. 8, 1835 — Austin leaves San Felipe to take command of the little army at Gonzales, Gen. 
Zavala taking his place as Chairman of the Committee of Safety. 

Oct. S, 1835 — Captain CoUintrsworth, with fifty men, captures the post at Goliad, with all the 
stores, to the value of $10,000, with two brass cannon and 300 stand of arms. 

Oct. 11, 1835 — The General Council of Texas is organized, each municipality being requested 
to send one representative. Among the first acts of the Council was a resolution requesting 
the Consultation (which was to meet the 1st of November following) to annul the enormous 
land grants and sales since 1833. They also recommend a suspension of land operations and 
establish a few weekly mail-routes, appointing John Rice Jones Postmaster-General. 

Oct. 11, 1835 — The western army of the Colonists is declared to be organized on the western 
bank of the Guadalupe River, and Stephen F. Austin is appointed commander-in-chief. 

Oct. 3, 1836— The first Congress of the Republic of Texas assemble at Columbia under the 
Constitution of the previous March adopted bv the people, the measure of annexation to the 
tJnited States having l^een also agreed to by the people at the same election, only 93 yotes 
being polled against it. 
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11th Month. NOVEMBER, 1858. 30 Days. 




Meridian of 


Meridian of 


1 




Austin. 


Galveston, 


1 


D. 


I). 


Sun 


Suu 


Moon 


Sim 


Sim 


Moon 


1-^ 


Moon 


Moon's Aspects of Planets, and other 


M. 


w. 


Rises. 


Sets. |R.&S.|fa.j Sets. 


R.&,S. 


J 


Soatli. 


Signs. Miscellanies. | 




H. M. 


H. M. 


n. M. 


H. ,M. 


n. M. 


H. M. 


M. 


H. M. 






1 M. 


6 35 


5 25 


2 17 


6 33 


5 27 


2 17 


16 


8 39 


rr^22 


Blarkab so. 8h 12m 


2 Tu. 


6 36 5 24 


3 18 


6 34 


5 26 


3 18 


16 


9 24 


\^ 5 


T2 so. 6h 12m 


3 


w. 


6 36:5 24 


4 18 


6 35 


6 25 


4 17 


16 


10 8 


18 


Arietes so. llh 5m 


4 


Th. 


6 37j5 23 


5 17 


6 36 


5 24 


5 16 


16 10 63 


\l 


I? DiD 


b 


Fi\ 


6 38|5 22 


sets. 


6 36 


5 24 


sets. 


16 11 40 


New 3 


6 


8a. 


6 39J5 21 


5 37 


6 37 


5 23 


5 40 


16 12 30 


26 


7^s so. Oh 36m 


(45) 23d Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 22. Day's length lOli 41m 


7§. 1 


6 39 


5 21 


6 20 


6 38 


5 22 


6 23 


16 


1 20 


?( 8 


9 at great, brilliancy. 


8 


M. 


6 40 


5 20 


7 10 


6 39 


5 21 


7 12 


16 


2 12 


20 


9 &a) 


y 


Tu. 


6 41 


5 19 


8 3 


6 39 


5 21 


8 6 


16 


3 4 


?^ 2 


Aldebaran so. Ih 13m 


10 


W. 


6 41 


5 19 


8 58 


6 40 


5 20 


9 


16 


3 53 


"14 


Q) in apogee. 


11 


Th. 


6 42 


5 18 


9 65 


6 41 


5 19 


9 57 


16 


4 51 


26 


cf c/3 


12 


Fr. 


6 43 


5 17 


10 52 


6 41 


5 19 


10 63 


16 


6 27 


^ 8 


^ in aphelion. 


13 


Sa. 


6 4415 16 


11 49 


6 42 


5 18 


11 51 


16 


6 12 


20 


3 First quarter. 


(46) 24th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 9. Day's length lOh 30m 


14 


S, 


6 45 


5 15 


mor. 


|6 4-3 


5 17 


mor. 


15 


6 54 


K 2 


Capella so. Ih 32m 


15 


M. 


6 45 


5 15 


45 


6 43 


5 17 


46 


15 


7 37 


14 


Rigel so. Ih 30m 


16 


Tu. 


6 46 


5 14 


1 43 


6 44 


5 16 


143 


15 


8 20 
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HORTICUI^TURE FOR NOVEMBER. 

Continue to prepare ground and to set out Cabbage, Lettuce, &c. 

Thin to a stand Beets, Carrots, Turnips, &c., and transplant, wherever necessary: those plants 
•which are pulled out in thinning will generally be suflacient to fill up with in places where the 
seed has not come up well, or where it has been destroyed by worms or other causes. 

Keep the garden well worked with the hoe ; be constantly on the alert to destroy all weeds that 
make their appearance in the beds or walks. 

Sow Radishes, Turnips, Carrots, Long Blood and Turnip Beets, Winter Spinach, Cauliflower, 
Rutabaga Turnip, Kale, Battersea and Drumhead Cabbage, Drumhead Lettuce, English Peas, &c. 

Stick Peas planted last month. Plant Onions and Eschalots, if not previously done. 

Fruit-trees and shrubbery may now be removed and transplanted ; fill up with young and 
thrifty trees wherever the old ones may have died out. Be careful, in removing trees, to prune 
the roots with a sharp knife, and in setting them out let the hole be, fully large for the roots to 
be planted fair without cramping and turning up or down in an unnatural manner. Do not 
plant too deep, and let the earth be well shaken down among the roots and trodden down with 
the foot. A few bucketfuls of water to the roots after planting will assist to close the earth down 
to them. 

Plant Stone-fruit seed. 



CMRONOI.OOY. 

November 7, 1812— The Rovalists, numbering 2000, commanded by Salcedo and Herrera, 
appear bpfore Goliad, then in possession of Magee. The siege continued till February 10, 
foUowino;, when Colonel Kemper (who had succeeded to the command on Magee's death) 
attacks the besiegers, routing them with immense slaughter, though they outnumbered him 

Nov. 5, 1815— Morales, the successor of Hidalgo, aft^r a variety of brilliant successes, is finally 
captured at Tehuacan, taken to the City of Mexico, and deprived of his clerical orders, as 
Hidalgo had been; is finally shot in the back at San Ghristoval, on the 22d of December. 

Nov. 10, 1833 — Dr. John Charles Beales embarks from New York with fifty-nine colonists, on 
the schooner Amos Wright, bound for Aransas Bay, and arrives at Copano, December 11, 
where he procures wagons, carts, &c., and arrives in Goliad, December 22; fi-om thence he 
proceeds to San Antonio, where, after much exposure from the inclement weather, he arrives 
on the 5th of Februarv; crosses the Nueces River the 2Sth of February, arrives at the 
Rio Grande the 4th of March, crosses that river the 5th, near Presidio, and proceeds to Las 
Moras in the colony granted him by the Government, where he founds the town called Villa 
de Dolores, the 16th of March, and organizes a local government, «&c. Bub he was soon 
compelled to leave on business, and, his colonists being disappointed in the climate, and 
being subjected to privations, abandoned the settlement in June following, 1834. 

Nov. 4, 1835— Adjutant Westover, having taken Goliad on the 3d of this month, with fifty 
men, is attacked by a party of seventy Mexicans, after half his men had left him. The 
lilexicans are compelled to retreat, after a fight of an hour and a half, with the loss of twenty- 
eight men killed, one Texan only being wounded, in the hand. 

Nov. "8} 1835 — A fight takes place near Bexar between 40 Texans and 160 Blexicans, the latter 
being finallv compelled to retreat with the loss of five men killed, the Texans having but 
one slightly'wounded. The fight was brought on, according to Kennedy, by the Texans going 
out to intercept some Mexicans who had been ordered by Cos to burn the grass around San 
Antonio; and was therefoi-e called the "grass fight." But Yoakum says the "grass fiight" 
was the fight of the 26th. 

Nov. 9, 1835 — General Bravo issues a proclamation from San Luis Potosi, informing his sol- 
diers that they were to join the army then being organized for the invasion of Texas. 

Nov. 12, 1835 — The Consultation of Texas, having inet at San Felipe, organize a provisional 
government, chosing Henry Smith Governor, and -las. W. Robinson Lieutenant-Governor. 

Nov. 21j 1835 — An advertisement is published for the first time in Texas, in the Telegraph, 
inviting sealed proposals for mail-contracts on six different routes, the advertisement being 
signed bv John Rice Jones, Postmaster-General of the Provisional Government. 

Nov. 26, 1835— An engagement is brought on by Colonel Bowie, with about one hundred 
men, attacking a party of about as many Mexicans, who were returning with grass they 
had cut for the horses of the besieged. The Mexicixns came out of Bexar to sustain the 
foraging-party, and the Texans coming to the aid of Bowie, a pretty general fight ensued ; but 
the Mexicans soon retreated, with the loss of fifty killed besides the wounded, the Texans 
having two wounded and one missing. This is what Yoakum calls the "grass fight." 

Nov. 28) 1835 — Austin, having been appointed one of the three commissioners to visit the 
United States for the purpose of obtaining aid, resigns his commission as commander-in- 
chief of the army, then before Bexar. 

Nov. 15» 1836— Lorenzo de Zavala died this month with universal expressions of regret. 

Nov. 17) 183G— Wm. H. Wharton sets out for Washington a-s minister to the United States. 

Nov. 24) 1837 — General Houston delivers a message to the Congress of Texas, recommftuding 
that, inasmuch as the proposition for annexation had not been accepted by the United 
States, Texa5 should now pursue an independent course of policy, with a view to secure the 
most advantageous treaties with European Governments ; and to this end he recommenda 
that the proposition for annexation should be withdrawn. 
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HORTICLTLTURE AND CHRONOLOGY. ,29 

HORTICUI.TURE WOU DECEMBER. 

Continue to transplant, and to thin out all plants from the seed bed. Manure and plow afl 

ground that may soon be needed for Spring crops; sow Long Scarlet and Turnip Radish, Tur- 
nips, and Long Blood Beet, Ked top, and Aberdeen Turnip, Drumhead, and Battereea Cabbage, 
Long Scarlet, and Long Orange Carrot, Drumhead and Imperial head Lettuce, SilverSkined 
Onions, and divide and make new beds of Eschalots. Plant Onions ?nd Irish Potatoes, bed 
Sweet Potatoes for slips as fast as the crop is dug up. Dress old, and from new Asparagus 
beds. Continue to prune and and remove fruit trees and Shrubbery. 

Set out Cuttings of all sorts to form new plantations. Plant the seed of Peaches, Plums, &e.. 
and cut down all recently budded trees, to within an inch of the bud. 

Hot beds may now be formed for forcing early Spring plants, such as Tomatoes, Cueum- 
bei's, Squash, Mellons, &c. They should be formed of good Stable manure laid about eigMeen 
inches, or two feet thick, on a slope towards the South, cover with three or four inches of 
mould, in which plant the seed, after allowing the bed a few days to work off the rank gassee 
which will ariee on the first commencement of heat. Let it be covered with a glazed frame 
about ten inches or a foot high above the bed. 

When the seed is sown let the bed bo well watered to start the heat in the manure, and to " 
accelerate the process of germination in the seed. After the seed is up let the beds be uncov- 
ered every fine, pleasant day, but covered up closely at night, and at the least appearance ot 
Frost. 

Continue to gather in materials for compost manures and let them be thoroughly mixed witk 
the stable yard manure. 

Forward as much as possible the sowing, and transplanting of all kinds of Vegetables,* kee? 
borders, walks, and beds in perfect order. 



'.CHRONOI.OOY. 

Deeember 20, 1803-The purchase of Louisiana, perfected by the United States, by formal 
•^^ll^'*^^^.^^ *^® ?^«i=ich Prefect, Laussat, m the City Hall of New Orleans, Gov. Claiborne, 
of the Mi^PHSippi Territory at the same time, assuming the civil administration. 

Wee. 10. 1815— Don Miguel Teran dissolves the Cortes, in consequence of their reftisal t* 
place hira in tne Presidency. 

Dec ,1821— Austin with some companions, arrives, by the La Bahia road, at the crossing 
ottheBrazos-^Leaymg Ills companions to commence a settlement, he proceeded to the 



in-tructions to proceed up the Colorado to some suitable landing. Ausiin could hear 'noth- 
ing of this ves^^el, nor has anything been h-ard of her from that day to this. She, doubt- 
less, foundered at sea, with the loss of all on board. 
Dec, 1826-A treaty is signed between Great BrUain and Mexico, bv the 15th article of 
which, Mexico engages to co-operate with Great Britain for ihe abolition of the slave trade 
Mr. Kennedy contrasts this policy with that of the treatv of Utrecht, by which Great 
Br tain secured to herself a monopoly in the business of kidnapping negroes on the coast 
of Afri^, and selling them for slaves to the Sp mish American Colonies. 
*^^l*.' A?^'^"~'^^^®9^''^^', ^^ given by Gen. Burleson, in accordance with a Council of War. 
that the army should break up, and retire Into wint r q.iartei^. .Dec o,-The neces- 
sary guide having returned, whose absence occasioned the above order, the seige ol Bexar 
Js commenced . w th 300 volunteers under Milam. Z>^-. 7,- Col. Milam is killed at 3K 
P. M.. by a ballm his bead, while entering the yard of the Beremeudi House. He was 
buried hear the spot where he fell /At. 9,-At 6). A. M., Gen. Cos eendb a Hag of truce 
to the besiegers of B' xar proposing to capitulate, when ho4.ilities ceased. Dae. XL— 
Termsof capitulation agreed upon. The los5 of the Mexicans during the four davs' 
sp,i.p. is stated t^ have oeen 20(J killed, and ;-.90 wounded. The Texians lost 4 or 5 killed 

^^*: ^o-' l?3'5rCos evacuates San Antonio, and on the next day commences his march for 
the Rio Gnmde, m compliance with the terms of capitulation. This day, also 23 Ameri- 
cans_ are trhot at Tampico by order of a court martial They h^d be n t.tken there bv Gen 
Mexia, contrary to their wishes, the course of the vt-ssel having been changecf from' 
the. destination agreed upon. They failed in an attack upon the town, order, d by Mexia 

Dec. 12, 183 j)-pr. Shackelford, with his company of "Red Rovers," set out for Texa^ 
from Courtlaud, Alabama, and arrives in Matagorda Bay, Jan. 19th, 18P.6 ^^■^-'^ 

Dec, 183b-Santa Anna ha\ang been set at liberty this month, starts for Washington Citv 
escortedbyCol.nels Bee and Hockley, and by Capt. Potter, and arrives in Washington 
Oity. JJ c. 18, looo 

Dec 21, 1836-President Jacks n addresses a Message to Congress on the subiect of 
Texas recognition .-i •,) n a j.i liii- that time should bo allowed for the Texians to 
prove their abiity to maintain their independence, before it should be recognized 

Dec 25, 1836-Gen. Austin dies in Columbia, in the 45th year of his age, andTs universaUr 
regretted as the founder and lather of a nation. »oiai»ii.r 

Dec. 26, 1836-Santa Anna leaves Washington for Vera Cruz, conveved in a vessel farnisk- 
ed him by President Jackson. ycoogi luruia* 
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30 TEXAS ALMAKAC. 



LAWS AND LEGAL FORMS, 

NECESSARY FOR EVERY BODY TO KNOW. 

Tho following forms and laws have been compiled carefully under the direction. 
of members of the bar, some of them being corrected from the Texas Almanac 
for 185T, and republished by request : 

FORMS, &c., FOE THE EXECUTION AND AUTHENTICATION OF DEEDS 

IN TEXAS. 
Deeds must be sealed, unless it is expressly declared in them that a scrawl of 
the pen will be ma4e and recognized as a seal. Two witnesses are requisite. 
Deeds must be recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County Court in the 
County in which the property, or a portion of it, is situated. A mortgage of real 
estate must be recorded in the County where such estate is situated within 
ninety days from the date thereof, otherwise it will not be a lien. Deeds, 
in order to be recorded, must first be proved by a subscribing witness, or ac- 
}tnowledged by the grantor before a Notarv Public, or Clerk of a County Court in 
the State; or, "if in any other part of the Union, before a Commissioner ,"appointed 
for that purpose by the Governor, or before a Judge of a Court of Eecord, naving 
a seal ; or, if out of the United States, before a Minister, Charge d' Affaires, or 
Consul of the United States. The acknowledgement must be certified under the 
hand and seal of the officer before whom such acknowledgement is made. In 
the case of a wife conveying her separate estate, she must acknowledge it before a 
Judge of ^he District Court, or Chief Justice of the County Court ; or if she only 
releases her interest in her husband's estate, the acknowledgement may be made 
before any Judge of the Supreme or District Court, or Notary Public, or Commis- 
sioner appointed by the Governor for that purpose, if out of the State. In either 
case the certificate of acknowledgement must declare that the wife has been pri- 
vately and separately examined hj the Officer granting the certificate, that the 
nature and meaning of the deed was fully explained to her, and that she acknowl- 
edged it as her act and deed, and declared that she had willingly, and of her own 
accord, and without any fear or compulsion of her husband, signed, sealed and 
delivered the same, and had no wish to retract it. The certifi^cate, in other .cases, 
must state that the grantor appeared before the Officer, and ackno\\-ledged that he 
^ceouted the instrument for the consideration and purposes therein stated. 

FORM OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. 
Ozt^ of CincinnatL, County of 1 

Mamilton^ State of OMo, ) 

Be it remembered, that on this tenth day of January, 1854, before the sub- 
scriber, a Commissioner in and for the State of Ohio, duly comuoissioned and 
authorized by the Governor of the State of Texas, to take the acknowledgement 
and proof of deeds, and other instruments of writing, to be used or recorded in 
the said State of Texas, and to administer oaths aad'affirmations, &c., personally 
appeared i ^'^(^ s his wife, to me 

known to be the individuals named in, and who executed the foregoing convey- 
ance, and acknowledged that she executed the same freely, and v/ithtiut any fear 
or compulsion of her said husband. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal of 
office, at my office in the City of Cineinnati, the day and year first above written. 

[seal.] James Birney, 

Covvmissioner ^ dec. 

FOEMS AND INSTEUCTIONS FOE TAKING, CEETIFYING AND EETUEN- 
ING DEPOSITIONS OF WITNESSES, FOE TEXAS. 
Caption to Depodtiom.—Gi\sY , County and State of New York, ss.; In accord- 
ance with a commission issued from the office of the clerk of the District Court 
<,f County, State of Texas, on the ^ day of A D., in the 

^jis^ of '^s, in said Court pending, to take the deposition of 

a witness, to interrogatories ( and cross interrogatories) propoimded to said 
in said case hereto annexed, I, M. G., a Commissioner, in and for the said StatCj- 
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LAWS OF TEXAS. 31 



duly authorized and commissioned by the G-overnor of the State of Texas, to take 
the acknowledgement of deeds, &c., <fec., caused on this day of 

A, D., said witnesses to come before me, and havinff sworn him 4o 

make true answers to said interrogatories (and cross interrogatories,) he, the said 
answered the first interrogatory as follows, riz : 

To the first interrogatory, he answers, <fec. 

CeHiJicate at close. 

I, M. G-, Commissioner, as uforeisaid, do certify that the foregoing answers 
were sworn to and subscribed by the witness, said before me. Giyan 

mider my hand and seal of office, this day of A. I). 

[seal.] Mont^omeet Gibbs, 

CoiTWidssioTicn 

After the witness has sierned the depositions and the officer has certified them 
as abore, he should seal tnem up with the commission, exhibits, &c., write his 
name across the seal, and endorse on the envelope the name of the witness and 
the name of the parties to the suit, and direct them to the clerk of the court from 
which the commission Issued. If they are sent by mail, get the postmaster to 
endorse on them that he received them. And if sent by private conveyance the 
person who receives them must deliver them; and make oath that they have not 
been out of his possession, and have undergone no alterations. 

LAWS EEGULATING THE COLLECTION OF DEBTS. 

Imprisonment for debt is prohibited by the constitution. 

An attachment may be sued out against a debtor when a summons to answer to 
a civil suit shall be returned by the Sheriff, the debtor not being found in the 
county, and the attachment may be levied on the property, real or personal of 
said debtor. Upon a plaintiff or his agent making an affidavit to the effect that 
the defendant is justly indebted to plaintiff in a sum to be stated ; also, that de- 
fendant does not reside within the State, or that he is about to remove therefrom 
or secrets himself so that process cannot be served, or is about to remove his 
property out of the State, and that the attachment is not sued out with the intent 
of injuring the defendant, the Judges and Clerks of District Courts, and Justices 
of the Peace, may issue original attaomeuts returnable to their respective oourts 
At the time of making the above affidavit, a bond must be given, with two or 
more sureties, in double the amount due, conditioned that the plaintiff will prose- 
cute his suit to effect, and pay such damasjes as may be adjudged against hmi for 
wrongfully suing out such attachment. % a law of the late adjourned Session 
of the Legislature, an attachment may be sued out on an affidavit that the defen- 
dant is about to remove his property out of the county of his residence. 

Writs of sequestration may issue under the following circumstances : 

1. When a married woman sues for divorce, and makes oath that she fears that 
her husband will waste her separate property, or their common property or the 
fruits or revenue produced by either, or remove the same out of this State during 
the pendency of tbe suit. ^ 

8. When a person sues for the title or possession of a slave, or other moveable 
property or chatties, and makes oath that he feai^s the defendant or person ia 
possession thereof will injure or ill treat such slave, or waste such proportv or re 
move the same out of the State during the pendency of the suit. 

3. When a person sues for the foreclosure of a m'ortgage, or the enforcement of 
a hen upon a slave, or moveable property of any description, and makes oath that 
he fears that the detendant or person in possession thereof will injure or ill ta-eat. 
such slave, or waste such property, or remove such slave or property out of the 

4. ^'hen any person sues for the title or possession of real property, and makes 
oath that he fears the defendant or person in possession thereof may make use of 
his possession to injure such property, or waste the fruits and revenue produced bv 
the same, or convert them to his own use. u^u. u^ 

5. When any person sues for the title or possession of any property from which 
he has been ejected by force or violence, and shall make oath to suchVacts. 

THE EXEMPTION AND HOMESTEAD LAWS OF TEXAS AND OTHEP 

STATES. ^^rixur. 

As early as the year 1839, the Congress of the Republic of Texas, passed a 
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kw, reserving free and independent of the power of a writ of fieri facias^ or 
other execution issuing from, any court of competent jurisdiction wliateve*;, 
fifty acres of land or one town lot, including the homestead and improYe- 
ments, not exceeding five hundred dollars in value. 

The Constitution of the State of Texas, which was adopted in 1846, in-'' 
creased the quantity of land thus exempt from execution, from fifty to two 
hundred acres, and the value from five hundred to two thousand dollars. 
The following is the constitutional provision: — '* The homestead of a family 
not to exceed two hundred acres of land, (not included in a town or city) or 
any town or city lot or lots in value not to exceed two thousand dollars, 
shall not be subject to forced sale, for a,ny debts hereafter contracted, nor shall 
the owner, if a married maa, be at liberty to alienate the same, unless by th« 
<5 onsen t of the wife." 

In accordance with this, the law provides that before the husband can 
alienate the homestead, the consent of the wife shall be obtained, which 
shall be done by a privy examination apart from the husband, by any Judge 
of the Supreme or District Courts, Clerk of the County Court, or Notary 
Public, and if she acknowledge that she freely and willingly signed and 
sealed the deed, alienating the homestead, the sale shall be valid, after the 
oiiicer shall have certified to the same, aud attached the seal of his ofiice. 

Thus we see that the laws of Texas reserve from execution the homestead, 
not exceeding two hundred acres of land, or if in town-lots two thousand 
dollars in value, thereby protecting the wife and children in the possession of 
the homestead, so that the improvident husband, even if he would, cannot 
Fender them homeless without the wife's consent. This is a good law, and 
aeed never defraud the creditor ; for, if he is doubtful of either the inclination 
or ability of any person to pay, he should not extend to him or her credit 
beyond the excess of property, over what the law reserves as a homestead. 
In this way it limits the credit system, protects the home of many a family, 
who would otherwise, from improvidence or dissipation, be rendered home- 
less, without receiving therefor any valuable consideration. There is n© 
State in the Union that protects better by its laws, the property and home of 
i^he wife, or of the widow and orphan, than does T?exas. 

We give below the exemption laws of all the States, remarking that there 
is generally to be added an exemption of household furniture, <fcc. : 

In "Wisconsin — 40 acres of land and improvements; or, if in a town, J 
acre and improvements. 

In Georgia — Dwelling house, improvements, and 50 acres of land. 
In South Carolina — Dwelling house, improvements, and 50 acres of land. 
In Alabama— 40 acres not exceeding in value, $400. 

In Florida — 40 acres not exceeding in value $200 ; or dwelling house in a 
eity or town not exceeding in value $800. 

In Penns37lvania — Property exclusive of wearing apparel, $800. 

In Maine — Homestead exemption to the value of - - - $500 

-' New Hampshire, - - - - 500 

*' Vermont, ---------- 50O 

*■ Massachusetts, .--------•- 500 

'•' New York, - 1,000 

■■' New Jersey, _.-------- i,OO0 

'- Texas, . . . 2,000 

'' Ohio, - - - - 500 

« Michigan, - - - - - - - - - - 1,50© 

•■' Indiana, - - - - 300 

t' Illinois, - - - 1,000 

« Iowa, ---.-.----- 500 

•" California, ...--..--- 5,000 
The States of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Virginia, Delaware, Maryland, 
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Kentucky, North Carolina, Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Missouri, do not seem as yet to have adopoted tke exemption policy, thougii 
we have little doubt they will soon follow the example of the other States. 

THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS OF TEXAS. 
Actions of trespass for injury to property, of trover and conversion; for 
teking away goods and chatties ; actions on op^n account (except those that 
concern the trade of merchandise between merchants, their factors, and 
agents,) must be brought within tvjo years; actioBS of debt upon oontracf. in 
writing, four years; actions on account for goods, wares and merchandise, 
sold or delivered, or articles charged ia a store account, two years; actions for 
afisaultand battery, slander, and libel, one year. Minors, married women; per- 
Bons insane or imprisoned, have the same periods respectively after the re- 
moval of their disability. An acknowledgment to take a claim out of the 
statute of limitations must be i7i writing, and ngoied by the Darty to be charged. 

ATTACHMEHTS. 

Heretofore attachments could only be sued out on affidavit that the debtor 
was about to remove his property out of the State, &c. ; but the following 
Act of the last adjourned Session of our Legislature gives an attachment on 
affidavit that the debtor is about removing his property from the County, &€• 
The following is now the law, the clause in the parenthesis () being the only 
ahange in the previous law : 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature .>/' the State of Texas, That the fourth 
section of the above recited act is hereby amended, so that the same shaE 
hereafter read as follows, to wit : The Judges and Clerks of the District 
Courts, and Justices of the Peace, may issue original attachments, returnable 
to their respective courts, upon the party applying for tiie same, his agent or 
attornc}^ making an affidavit in writing, stating that the defendant is" justly 
indebted to the plaintiff, and the amount of the demand; also that the defeii- 
dant is not a resident of this State, or that he is about to remove out of this 
State, or that he secretes himself so that the ordinary process of law cannot 
be served on him, or that he is about to remove his property beyond tke State, 
(or that he is about to remove his property "beyond the county in which the 
suit is to be, or had been commenced, or that he is about to transfer or secrete 
or has transferred or secreted his property, for the purpose of defrauding his 
creditors, ) and that thereby the plaintiff will probably lose his debt; an4 
he shall also swear that the attachment is not sued out for the purpose of 
injuring the defendant. 

Passed July 24, 1856. 

AGT COMCERMIHG WILLS. 

By Act of January 28, 1840, no person in Texas was permitted to 
dispose of more than one-fourth of his property by will, to the prejudic^e 
af l\is children ; but the following Act of the last adjourned Session, gives 
every one the same right to dispose of his or her entire x^roperty by will, that 
ail persons enjoy during their lite time. 

Seo. 1. Be it enacted hy the Legislature of the State of Texas, That all p«r- 
sons are hereby authorized and permitted 'to dispose of their own estate, real 
car personal, by will or otherwise, and that the thirteenth and fifteenth seo- 
tions of the act of January 28th, 1840, entitled "An Act concerning Wills/' 
and the provisions of all other acts, so far as tliey conflict with this, be and 
tJae same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. That this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage 

Passed July 24th, 1856. i - b - 
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STATISTICS OF ALJL THE COUNTIES. 



COUNTIES. 



LAND. 



TOWN L'S. 



Area in 
Acres. 



1^0. of acres 
Assessed."^ 



Anderson 



Angelina 



Atascosa, 

Austin, 

Bandera, 

Bastrop, 

Bell, I 

Bexar, (cJ 
proper,) 
Bosque, 

Bowie, ' 

Brazoria, \\ 

! 

Brazos, j 

I! 

Brown, ; 

j| 
Bnrleson,!J 

Burnet, 

Caldwell,; 

Calhoun, 

Cameron, 



717440 

672000 
907520 
655360 
6835301 
640640 
702080 
1098580 
617600 
670880 
806400 
368920 
677760 
624640 
700800 
334080 
437760 
2112000 



Value. 



289224 

208345 

79711 

21626 

28373 

' 11550 

298760 

241972 

21658 

262978 
238825 
181917 
208420 
1334548 
774501 

41147 

27045 
278841 

39892 

385574 

1021290 

113853 

50893 



$7282801 

■ 1238461 

93940| 

18733: 

467401 

8906i 

10972601 

2259801 

91601 

I 

1124420' 
304306 
436980 
171980 
1914120 
606000: 
635001! 
39306!! 
3111201 j 
27913:1 
1615280, 
7565531 
217200; 
64266: 



Value 
Dollars. 



Railroads, f 



228000 564800; 

192490 219480: 

94150 189700! 

36040 48580: 

151617 S 6836201 

1496521 115100;! 

1108861 140400 

5433071 174440; 

1844794; 392960, 

166882J 22366: 



55240 
1000 
3360 



50 

28980 

1160 

1120 

98300 

3860 

47540 

1060 

1728580 

15160 

4400 

200 

20880 

1180 

146200 

15520 

7180 



39280! 

4470, 

14480| 

6601 

103340: 

1800| 

2422601 

2160! 

2211601 



H. T. C.-G. 
H. &H. 
G. H. & H. 



H. T. C. 

B.B.,B.&S. 

S. A. &M. G. 

. P. 
U. & EL. P. 



H. T. 0. 
S. P. 



S. A. &M, G. 



•»The first number refers to acres in the county— the second to those out of tlie 
oonnty. tSee note at end of this table. 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 






LAND. 


! 


TOWjr L'S. 




COUNTIES. 


'Area in 






Value 


Railroads. 




No. of acres 


Value. 1 

$826600 






Acres. 


Assessed. 

417298 ■ 


Dollars. 




Cass, , 


793600 


144020 








31212 


32106 






Cherokee 


712960 


299053 


638840 


39360 


H. T. C. 






228011 


135300 


300 




6ollin, 


556800 


268198 


871600 


49540 


M. &EL.P.- 






53086 


66320 


•600 


H. TO, 


Colorado, 


579200 


255544 
128062 


901240 
107015 


78500 


B.B.,B. &<3 


Comal, 


655360 


138299 


368700 


155020 








79730 


45800 


1940 




Coman- 


937600 


6007 


10240 




S. P. 


che, 




2479 


3015 






Cooke,'^ 




113436 
12679 


135780! 
22686 


5500 


M. & EL. P. 


Coryell, 


614400 


70169 


109400 


2800 


S. P. 






17175 


22560 


1400 




Dallas, ' 


576000 


346459 


1215240 


57780 


H. T. C. 


^ i 




79791 


62700 


253 




Denton, 


576000 


156024 


262250 


7260 


M. & EL. P- 






10493 


• 24126 


520 


H. T. G. 


De Witt, 


574720 


198315 


494440 


26820 


S. A.&M.G. 






155862 


129340 


1840 




Ellis, 


640000 


179550 


438840 


24000 


H. T. C- 






72413 


90566 


2100 


S. P. 


El Paso, 


6592000 


24452 


12600 


81840 


M. & EL. P- 


Erath, 


632880 








S. P. 
S. P. 


Falls, 


508800 


154474 
66691 


378420 
86773 


28400 




Fannin, 


576000 


285277 
121931 


569000 
104333 


34180 




Fayette, 


656000 


360202 


1166540 


210760 


B.B.,B.&CI 






299492 


231110 


2760 




.F't Bend, 


588800 


158993 


923800 


132640 


B. B.,B. &0 






246030 


183100 


7000 





^Boundary too indefinite to base calculation upon. 
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TEXAS ALMANAC. 








STATISTICS OP Ali THE < 


COUNTIES 


. 






LAND. 


{ 


TOWN L'S- 






©OUNTIES. 










Railroads. 




Area in 


No. of acres 


'YBAne '^ 


' Value 








Acres. 


Abbotsed . 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 


- 




Freestone 


576000 


. 257339 


587460 


52360 








153271 


144500 


520 






Galvest'n 


435200 

i 


73310 

1723871 


43200 
913100 


2302000 
7320 


G 


H. H. 


Gillespie, 


1167120 


140142 
34958 


156720 
11660 


42340 

> 






Goliad, 


758400 


229187 
80705 


250680 
46200 


85000 
2940 


S. 


A. & M. a 


Gonzales , 


656640 


297118 
196696 


1157800 
226140 


261360 
600 


S. 


A. &M. G 


Grayson, 


608000 


1 271369 
1 76862 


679460 
91140 


i 41260 
4460 






Glrimes, 


615680 


303812 


944840 


85880 


G. 


H. H.-H. 






231323 


153993 


1 80 




T. C. 


Guada- 


550400 


239744 


1186380 


216580 


S. 


A.&M. G 


lupe, 




239382 


192367 


5900 






Harris, 


1172480 


400711 


484000 


642946 


Ct. 


H.H.-H.T. 






904204 


444840! 


i 4500 


c. 


-B.B.B.&C 


Harrison, 


617960 


434160 


1600680 


206600 


s. 


P.-M. G. 






123077 


166940 


2760 




& H. 


Hays, 


620800 


105052 
87874 


278300 
71880 


34560 
2433 






Hender- 


597760 


120667 


214993 


12900 


s. 


P. 


^ son, 




21061 


22613 








Hidalgo,^- 




818221 


248520 


5001 




HiU, 


570200 


75500 
29678 


166580 
31520 


5480 
135 


S. 


P. 


Hopkins, 


609280 


228562 
68551 


298778 
56340 


15840 
240 


M. 


& EL. P. 


Houston, 


697600 


338600 


601000 


45000 


H. 


T. C.-G. 






228160 


169560 


1520 




H. H, 


Hunt, 


398400 


177217 
27466 


291200 
27306 


15480 
300 


M. 


& EL. P. 


Jack, 


576000 






- 







*Boniidary too iiidefinite to base calculation upon. 
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STATISTICS OF AIX. THE COUNTIES. 






LAND. 




TOWN L'S.j; 


COUNTIES. 










ii Raileoai>s. 




' Aron in 


!No. of norep 


1 Value 


' yahie 




Acres. 


Assessed. 

223620 


Dollars. 

454060 


i Dollars. 

! 32920 




Jackson, 


544280 


■ 






137310 


149260 


800|i 


Jasper, 


587620 


171678 


217340 


24000 


JM. G. H. 


' 




38632 


*66040 


166 




Jeiferson, 


915840 


111438 


75340 


■ 30180 


M. G. H. 




1 


185888 


49870 


780 


! 


Johnson, 


638720 


63274 


132000 


i 3220 








15616 


21560| 


60 


i 
i 


Karnes, 


642560 








.'S. A.&M. G.. 

; 


Kaufman 


428000 


148314 

22844 


269500; 
16506! 


13400 


j 

IH. T. C. 

1 


Kerr,- 


750080 




. 1 




! 


Kinney, 


1536000 




1 




s. p. 


Lamar, 


649600 


356452 


j 

609580 


32340 








99336 


821331 


2020 




Lampasas 


1 582400 


31060 


692401 


3921 




i 




134848 


86720! 


1200 




Lavaca, 


592640 


192344 


404520| 
588271 


27180 








75102 


2000 




Leon, 


707840 


235760 


4365101 


27320 


H. T. C. 






130184 


123213; 


160 




Liberty, 


1271040 


247660 


297200) 


34280 


M. G. H. 






168056 


82240 


460 




Lime- 


648480 


111774 


301680 


13600 


H. T. C. 


stone, 




158662 


224513 


340 




Live Oak, 


1246440 




j 






Llano, 


452480 


6297 


6400! 

i 






McCnl- 






1 


j 




locli,*^' 






1 






McLen- 


614400 


177775 


581720! 


68360 




nan, 




178158 


1889801 


980 





"''Boxindary too indefinite to base calculation upon. 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 


i 
! 




LAND. 




TOWN L'S. 






a)UNTIES. 










Ei 


IILROADS. 




Area in |No. of acres 1 


Value 


Value 






Acres. 
215040 


Assessed. 
100260 


Dollars. 


Dollars. 
15380 






Madison, 


192780 


G. 


H. H.-a. 






43861 


51800 


3100 




T. 0. 


Matagorda, 


8i»3760 


299462 
318961 


617940 
170000 


120580 
10920 






Maverick, 


1404160 













Medina, 


752000 


116347 
48908 


130800 
22760 


92380 
80 






Milam, 


.670720 


143693 
142537 


317420 

210386 


21420 






Mont- 


545280 


255318 


509453 


55340 


H. 


T. C. G. 


gomery, 




163996 


126500 


200 




H. H. 


Nacog- 


567040 


477754 


540260 


6Y640 


M. 


G.&H.-H. 


doclies, 




1617301 


836940 


4500 




T. «. 


Navarro, 


739200 


276230 
169080 


599644 
181340 


37000 
600 






Newton, 


616960 

! 


174806 
54363 


205420 
34586 


9020 
200 






Nueces, 


3520000 


690568 
57113 


205160 
19760 


195560 






Orano'e, 


224000 


52487 


69840 


26560 






O ' 




33842 


22713 








Palo Pinto, 


769280 












Panola, 


504320 


294458 
74035 


564540 
65260 


19100 

270 






Parker, 


' 576000 

i 


57082 
35216 


57080 
47993 


400 






Polk, 


760320 


179942 
105811 


326060 
86926 


1O7O0 
1200 






Presidio, 


15488000 












Red River, 


558080 


334665 
188264 


610300 
159050 


90700 


M 


& EL P. 


Refugio, 


938240 


219600 


120080 


13940 






1 


176362 


62400 


400 






Robertson, 


537600 


160861 
126038 


379800 
135640 


18880 
206 


H 


T. e. 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 






LAND. 




TOWW L'S. 1 


OOIWTIES. 








j Railroads. 




Area in 


No. of acres 1 


Value 


' Value"" i 




Acres. 

657920 


Assessed. 1 

430966 


Dollars. 

1326000 


Dollars. 1 


Rusk, 


92600 jH. T. c. 






179012! 


166526 


2100! 


Sabine, : 


337920 


193845: 


152720' 


12520:^M. G. H. 






182936: 


98313; 


400 


San An- 


352000 


186940, 


244300; 


42400 M. G. H. 


gustine, 




10835?0i 


7230601 


3200 


San Pa- 


902400 


248705: 


1215401 


4280 


tricio, 




69121: 


458001 


6980 


San Saba, 


592000 


2540! 
1454! 


7860i 

2420 


1 




Shelby, 


538880 


2120001 


305040! 


5880 


M. G. H. 






65814! 


71660 


'400 




Smith, 1 


576000 


341436J 


980600 


44400 


S. P. 


1 




67380 


86966 


700 




Starr, 1 


2976000 


1457617 


220000; 


61000 

! 




Tarrant, j 


576000 


117047 


i 

225580 


5640 








23539 


26700; 


1201 




Titns, 


704000 


260722 


481220 


430401 


M. & EL. P. 




1 


52736 


54270 


45601 




Travis, 


640000 


361596 


- 1241806 


7653601 


B. B.,B. &e 


(proper,) 




1140297 


791480 


10660i 




Trinity, 


604800 






• 




Tyler, 


723200 


226639 


338400 


224401 


M. G. H. 






54459 


42680: 


377i 




Upshur, 


604800 


282219 


529900' 


49600 


S. P. 




1 


47219 


39916 


360 




Uvalde, 


1539840 










Van 


465920 


106092 


179600 


9900 


H. T. C. 


Zandt, 


1 


207^0 
222II7 


19766 


700 




Yictoria, 


693920 


465140 


120300 


S. A. &M. e. 






241690 


154080 


1200 




Walker, 


i 513520 


219030 


659500 


115060 


H. T. C. 




I 


150919 


148080 


260 




Washing- 


1 465640 


306404 


1725460 


251560 


W. CO. 


ton, 


1 _ ' 


673614 


609640 


680 
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TEXAS ALMAN-AC. 



STATISTICS OF AI^ls THE COUNTIES. 




LAND. 


TOWN L'S. 




GOUNTIRS. ' 






Value 


RAn.R0Al>8. 




Are n" in 'No,, of acres 


I Value ' 






Acres. 


_Assessed. 


Dollars, i 


Dollars. 




Webb, 1 


4224000 


, 1 
i 




Wise, 


576000 


13659 


13320ii 




; 




3238 


5113 






Wharton ,, 


710160 


117261 


752200 


30460 


B.B.jB. &G 






193336 


108953 


4280 




William- i 


707840 


263538 


607800 45060 




S0T1,I 




166108 


155340j 8300 




Wood, i 


537600 


125805 
16498 


255240;^ 24000] 
20850^: i 




Young, 


576000 




i 1 
i 




Total,! i 




43878847 


61863202^il0843040 





■fin tne coiumn bearded Eailroads. are indicatod such Eailroads passing, or to pass through 
the couDty, (according to tbeir charters) ab are actually in courfe of conbtruction G. H H — 
represents Galveston, Eou^ton and HonderFon l.aiJroad : B. B„ B. & C.-Buffalo Bayou Brazos 
and Colorado Eailroad; S. A. & M. G.-San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad ; M. & EL P — 
Meniphis and El Paso Raiboad; H. T. C.-Eouston and 'lexas Central Railroad: S. K— Southern 
Pacific Railroad," M. G. H.— Mexican Gulf and Henderson Railroad; W. CO.— Washington 
County Railroad. Thef^e Roads not having yet been surveyed but a small part of their pro- 
posed extent, may be made to run through some other counties than those named. We may 
a4d that ihe Houston Tap Railroad is altogether in Harris County, 



WOOL, GROWIMG IM THE SOUTH. 

A gentleman who has been engaged in the wool growing business in Ten- 
nessee, and who has recently traversed North Alabama, informs the Mobile 
Tribune th:it the raising of sheep in that State would be more profitable 
tJian the culture of cotton. Thousands of acres, fit for nothing but sheep 
pastures, would be had for 124- cents per acre. An Alabamian, who has paid 
much attention, to the subject, writes: 

"If England, Scotland, or Saxony, or even our own countryman, Mr. Cock- 
liD, of Nashville, can raise sheep and grow wool upon lands worth fifty dol- 
lars per acre, what princely fortunes cannot the Alabama wool grower realize 
when sheep-walks and summer pasturage can be had gratis ?" 

The Tribune gives the following dollar and cent argument: 

Interest on the cost of 1000 sheep at $2 ^ch, $120 ; interest on 500 acres ot 
land at $1 per acre, $30 ; labor of one maiM$200; keeping two shepherd dogs, 
$20 ; extra labor for shearing, |25 ; salt, |10 ; incidentals, $45. Total, $450. 
Value of wool, three pounds to each sheep at twenty-five cents per pound, $750; in- 
«-ers6—Y00_ lambs at $1 each, $700. Total, $1 ,445. Annual profit on 1000 sheep, 
$1005 — an interest of forty per cent., to which is to be added the increased value 
«/ the lands. 

There is a good reason to believe that in many parts of Tex^s, sheep can 

be raised still more profitably. 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 





jl 
POPULATION. h 


VALUE 


OF LAND. 


COUNTIES. 






STAPLES. 










^White. 


Increase 




Improved , 


Unimpr'd 




Population. 


since 1850. 




per Acre. 


per Acre. 


Anderson, 


6664 


4380 


Corn, Wheat. 


1 8to|12 


$ 2to$ 5 


Angelina, 


1169 


224 


Cotton, Corn. 


2to 


3 


ltol.50 


Atascosa, 


1036 




Grazing, Corn- 


2to 


3 


ltd. 20 


Austin, 


4305 


2019 


Cotton, Corn. 


lOto 


25 


2to 10 


Bandera, 


136 




Grazing, '' 
Cotton, " 


,50to 


2 


j50to 1 


Bastrop, 


5474 


3294 


5to 


12 


2to 5 


Bell,t 


3871 




Wheat, '^ 


8to 


12 


3to 5 


Bexar, 


12117 


6554 


Cotton, " 


lOto 


12 


3to 5 


Bosque, f 


896 




Wt, Gr'g, Crn. 


3to 


5 


Itol.lO 


Bowie,J 


1085 


Less 186 


Crn, Cot, Wh'tj 8t0 


10 


2to 3 


Brazoria, 


2667 


1338 


Sugar, Corn. 


i lOto 


25 


3to 5 


Brazos, 


860 


394 


Cotton, " 


; 9to 


11 


4to 5 


Brown,f 


NoRet'ns 




Grazing, '' 


! 2to 


5 


Ito 2 


Burleson, 


2737 


1524 


Wheat, '' 


8to 


10 


Ito 2 


Burnet, f 


1708 




a . u 


5to 


6 


Ito 2 


Caldwell, 


4088 


3034 


Cot, Crn, Wt. 


8to 


10 


2to 5 


Calhoun, 


2114 


1247 


Sugar, Corn. 


3to 


5 


,75to 1 


Cameron f 


3744 




C( ((. 


1 3to 


10 


,75to 1 


Cass, 


4991 


1902 


Cotton, '' 


8to 


10 


2to 5 


Cherokee, 


10815 


5426 


Cot, Crn, Wt. 


8to 


10 


3to 5 


Collin, 


2954 


1138 


Wheat, Gra'g. 


lOto 


15 


5to 8 


Colorado, 


2541 


1007 


Cotton, Corn. 


8to 


10 


2to 3 


Comal, 


2849 


1187 


U (C 


2to 


8 


,75to 4 


Coman- 














che,f 


230 




Wheat, ^* 


3to 


5 


,50to 1 


Cooke, 


1757 


1538 


a u 


3to 


5 


,50to 1 


Coryell,t 


1547 




(( ii 


3to 


5 


Ito 2 


Dallas, 


5236 


2700 


Cotton, '' 


1 6to 


12 


3to 6 


Denton, 


1862 


1231 


Graz'g, Wheat. 


1 4to 


8. 


Ito 3 


De Witt, 


2037 


889 


Cotton, Corn. 


' 8to 


10 


2to 4 


Ellis, 


2128 


1226 


U ,C \ 


! 5to 


8 


Ito 3 


El Paso,f 


3171 




Wheat, '' 


: 3to 


5 


,50to 1 


Erath,f 


NoRet'ns 




Grazing. 1 


4to 


5 


Ito 2 


Falls,f 


1043 




Wheat, Corn. 1 


lOto 


15 


3to 5 


Fannin, 


4774 


1514 


u f< ' i 


lOto 


15 


3to 5 


Fayette, 


6853 


4ll3|Crn, Wt, Cot. j 


8to 


10 


2to 4 



«The population is calculated from the vote of each county; the official per centao-e of sev- 
en to a vote beii.g allowed. This is as accurato a calculation as can bo made 

t Created nnce IS'iO. 

I Some of the counties, owing to the fact that new counties have been formed out of iheir 
territory since 1850, have diminished in population. The white population i3 calculated by 
the vote at the last election, multiplied in each case by seven, the otflciaraveragre to the voter. 
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STATISTICS. 



STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 



i 


POPULATION. 


. .. - ^_ 


VALUE OF LANB. 


COUNTIES. 


,._^ 




STAPLES. 










White 


Increase 


Improved 


Unimpr'd 




Populat'n 


sincse 1850. 




per Acre. 


per Acre. 


Ft. Bend, 


2061 


1077 


Sugar, Cm Ctn 


$ 6to$25 


$ ItollO 


Free- 














stone,! 


3283 




Corn, Wheat, 


8to 


10 


2to 4 


Galveston 


4599 


814 


Corn, 








Gillispie, 


1827 


592 


Crn. Wt. Graz 


5to 


8 


Ito 5 


Goliad, 


1064 


62^ 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


10 


2to 4 


Gonzales, 


3857 


2966 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


12 


2to 5 


Grayson, 


2513 


691 


Wheat, Corn, 


8to 


10 


Ito 3 


Grimes, 


2324 


Less 2 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


12 


3to 5 


Guada- 














lupe, 


4711 


3540 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


12 


2to 5 


Harris, 


5658 


1802 


Sugar, Corn, 


5to 


8 


Ito 2 


Harrison, 


6549 


955 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


15 


3to 5 


Hays, 


i 1729 


1470 


Corn Wheat, 


5to 


8 


Ito 2 


Hender- 














son, 


2142 


984 


Corn, Wheat, 


8to 


10 


3to 5 


Hidalgo,f 


NoKet'ns 




Sugar, Corn, 


3to 


5 


,25to 1 


Hill,t 


1456 




Corn, Wheat, 


5to 


8 


Ito 3 


Hopkins, 


3087 


618 


Corn, Wheat, 


6to 


10 


Ito 3 


Houston, 


4263 


2227 


Cotton, Corn, 


5to 


8 


Ito 3 


Hunt, 


2821 


1344 


Ctn, Crn. Wt, 


6to 


10 


81to 3 


Jack,f 


NoRet'ns 




Grazing, 


3to 


5 


,75to 1 


Jackson, 


672 


46 


Sugar, Corn, 


8to 


10 


3to 5 


Jasper, 


1603 


377 


Cotton, Corn, 


3to 


8 


Ito 2 


Jefferson, 


861 


Less 643 


Sugar, Corn, 


3to 


5 


Itol.lO 


Johnson, 


1540 




Corn, Wheat, 


5to 


10 


Ito 3 


Karnes,! 


1 1148 




Grazing, 


8to 


12 


3to 4 


Kaufman, 


2226 


1244 


Corn, Wheat, 


6to 


10 


Ito 3 


Kerr,f 


259 




Grazing, 


Ito 


2 


,25to ,50 


Kinney,f 


NoRet'ns 




Grazing, 


3to 


5 


,75 to 1 


Lamar, 


4172 


1279 


Corn, Wt. Ctn. 


lOto 


16 


3to 5 


Lampas- 






Corn, Grazing, 








as,! 


931 






3to 


5 


Ito 2 


Lavaca, 


2626 


1486 


Cotton, Corn, 


8to 


12 


2to 5 


Leon, 


3653 


2328 


Wheat, Corn, 


5 to 


8 


Ito 3 


Liberty, 


2107 


484 


Sugar, Corn, 


8to 


10 


Ito 3 


Lime- 














stone, 


2310 


320 


Corn, Wheat, 


lOto 


15 


Ito B 


Live Oakf 


iNoRet'ns 




Grazing, " 


3to 


6 


,75to 1 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 



POPULATION. 



VALUE OF LAND. 



COUNTIES. 



LlanOjf 
McCul- 

loch,f 
McLen- 
nan, f 
Madison, f 
Matagor'a 
Mayerickf 
Medina, 
Milam, 
Montgom- 
ery, 
Nacog- 
doches, 
Navarro, 
Newton, 
Nueces, 
Grange,! 
Palo Pin- 
to,! 
Panola,f 
Parker,} 
Polk, 
Presidio,f 
Red River 
Refugio, 
Robertson 
Rusk, 
Sabine, 
San Au- 
gustine, 
San Pa- 
tricio, 
San Saba 
Shelby, 
Smitli, 
Starr,f 
Tarrant, 
Titus,f 
Travis, 



STAPLES 



White 
Populat'n 



189 

NoRet'ns 

3493 
1015 
1071 

NoRet'ns 
1225 
3402 
2051 



5397 
2807 
1533 
1792 

833 
NoRetn's 

3752 
630 
2821 
NoRet'ns 
4277 
959 
1960 
12373 
NoRet'ns 



Increase i 
since 1850. 



158 



344; 
9331 
612 



I Gra'g,Wheat, 

I I Grazing, 

Corn, 

Cotton, Corn, 
Sugar, Corn, 
Grazing, Corn, 



Corn, Wheat, 
ICotton. Corn, 



16391 ICorn, Cotton, 

854lJGrazing, Wht, 11 

278j; Grazing, Corn,|| 

1142||Sugar,Corn, " 



•j|Gra'g, Corn, | 

1076; I Corn, Wheat, | 

ijGra'g, Wheat,! 

1279jiCotton, Corn, | 

iCrn,Wt, Gr^x'g! 

1774|iCtn,Crn, Wht.l 

600i Sugar, Cqrn, | 

Corn, Wheat, j 



1290 
6361 



1946|Less 141 



336 
364 

3584 
7147 
1197 

3080 

iNo Ret'ns 

8386 



306 
3572 

2481 

6050 



Cotton, Corn, | 



Improved 


per acre. 


$ 3to 


$5 


4to 


5 


lOto 


20 


6to 


10 


lOto 


20 


3to 


5 


3to 


5 


5to 


20 


6to 


12 


6to 


10 


8to 


12 


3to 


5 


Ito 


3 


4to 


6 


3to 


! 


8to 


12 


3to 


5 


5to 


8 


3 to 


5 


8to 


10 


4to 


5 


5 to 


20 


8to 


12 


3to 

1 9.fn 


5 



Unimpr'd 
per acre. 



,75to$ 1 

Ito 2 

3to 10 

Ito 3 

5to 8 

,75to 1 

,75to 1 

Ito 10 

2to 5 

2to 5 

3to 5 

ltol,10 

,50to,75 

,75to 1 

,75to 1 
3to 5 

,75to 1 
2to 5 

,50to,80 
3to 4 

,75to 1 
Ito 10 
3 to ,5 

itoi.i/0 



Ctn, Cm, Wt,|l 3to 5; ito 1,10 



Sugar, Gra'g, 


: 4to 5 


,75to 1 


Corn, Wheat, 


1 2to 4 


Ito 2 


Cotton, Corn, 


i 6to 10 


2to 5 


Corn, Wheat, i 


i 8to 12 


2to 5 


Sugar, Corn, 1 


Ito 3 


,50to,75 


Grazing, 


6to 12 


3to 6 


Corn, Wheat, 


8to 10 


2to 5 


Crn, Ctn, Wt, 


5tol00 


i 2to 25 
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STATISTICS. 






STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 




POPULATION. 




VALUE OF LANDS. 


COUNTIES. 






STAPLES. 






White 


Incsease 


Improved 


Unimpr'd 




Population. 


since 1850. 




per Acre. 


per Acre- 


Trinity, 


1946 




Wheat, Corn. 


1 5to$ 8,1 lto$ 3 


Tyler, 


2456 


974 


Cotton, '' 


5to 8 


2to § 


Upshur^ 


4529 


1817 


Wheat, ^' 


8to 15 


3to 5 


Uvalde, 


175 




Grazing. 


3to 5 


,75to 1 


VanZandt 


1953 


645 


Cotton, Corn. 


8to 10 


3to 5 


Victoria, 


2065 


660 


Sugar, *' 


8to 10 


2to 4 


Walker, 


4354 


1691 


Cotton " 


8to 12 


3to 5 


Washing- 












ton, 


8113 


6683 


<i (( 


lOto 20 


4to 10 


Webb, 


1379 




Grazing. 


Ito 3 


,50to,75 


Wise, 


357 




(.( 


4to 8 


Ito 3 


Wharton, 


609 


99 


Sugar, Corn. 


lOto 15 


3to ^ 


William- 


' 










son, 


3990 


2480 


Crn, Wt, Gr'g 


lOto 15 


3to 5 


Wood, 


2562 




Corn, Cotton. 


8to 10 


3to 5 


Young 


NoRet'ns 


^a-. 


Grazing. 


3to 5 


,75to 1 



RAILROAD PROGRESS. 

Some interesting facts in regard to railroad progress, are gathered fro-m tbe 
annual report of the railroad commissioners of New York ; 

The first railroad constructed in the United States was tbe Qaincy road, built 
in 1827. The first passenger railroad was the BiUtimore and Ohio, which was 
opened with horse power for fifteen miles in 1830. The Mohawk and Hudson 
river roar! was opened for public travel with horpe power, in the summer of 1831, 
Locomotives were first used in this country in 1831, on the Mohawk anr] Hulson 
river road, and in 1832 upon the Baltimore and Ohio, and on the South Carolina 
railroad. Id 1818 there were but three miles of railroad in the United States ; 
now, there are twenty-one thousand five hundred miles! On comparing the 
safety of raiifoad traveling on the roads of this State with those of Cireat Brit- 
ain, it is found that for the last four years there were a greater number of pas- 
sengers killed, and a less number injured, upon the roads of this State, in pro- 
portion to the number carried, than upon those of Great Britain. In this State, 
one passenfi;er was killed out of every 1,262,165 who traveled, and one was 
either injured or killed out of every 341,125. One passenger was killed for ev- 
ery 47,164,426 miles traveled, ancl one was either injured or killed for every 
12,747,142 miles traveled. Excluding all the accidents growing out of the im- 
prudence and fault of the passengers themselves, it appears that one was killed 
out of every 6,301,828 who traveled, and one was either injured or killed out of 
every 664,800. Excluding the accidents caused by their own carelessness or im- 
prudence, there was but one passenger killed for every 235 822.132 miles trav- 
eled, and but one either injured or killed for every 24,823,382 miles traveled. A 
vast number more lives would have been lost if the same number of passengers 
.had been conveyed the same number of miles in one-horse wagons, or in the old 
four-horse coaches. 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 



•COUNTIES. 



Anderson 
Angelina ^ 
Atascosa, i 
Austin, | 
Bandera, I 
Bastrop, i 
Bell, ! 
Bexar, : 
Bosque, i 
Bowie, ' 
Brazoria, I 
Brazos, 
Brown, | 
Burleson, | 
Burnet, 
•Caldwell, 
Calhoun, 
Cameron, 
Cass, 

■Cherokee 
Collin, 
Colorado, 
Comal, 
Coman- 
che, 
Cooke, 
Coryell, 
Dallas, 
Denton, | 
De Witt,i 
Ellis, ! 
El Paso, i 
Erath, | 
Falls, I 
Fannin, \ 
Fayette, ' 
F't Bend,l 



jS^EGROES. 



HORSES. 



CATTLE. 



No. 
Assessed. 



2119 

309 

51 

3293 

1853 

560 
1079 

121 
1910 
4029 

487 

No Ket'ns 

1342 

190 
1381 

337 

11 

3661 

2329 

542 
1808 

163 

34 
115 

225 
502 
120 
1015 
638 

tNo Eet'ns 

947 

1045 

2255 

2348 



Value 
Dollars. 

l22M20i 

153420^ 

27400', 

1167020: 

980320'i 
290900': 
6329601 
620001 i 
848640j 
1952180: 
278300: 

732480 

98000 

789500 

1568801 

3500! 

1748160: 

1070440 

263060: 

10483001 

77500' 

18760: 
56040| 

113460' 

322700' 
61200' 

520100; 

315380! 



506060! 

461160 
1214620 
1138140 



I No. 
assessed 



1830 

848 

488 

3502 

17 

2915 

2464 

4226 

684 

1117 

4031 

867 

2532 
1075 
4817 
856 
2315 
1075 
1267 
2744 
1959 
1053 

218 
531 
1115 
3178 
1166 
5289 
2284 
330 

2015 
2850 
4705 
3333 



" Value " w' Nor 
Dollars, ijassess'd 



138000!il5636 

30800' 9965 

21420! I 8805 

166244! 130842 

640:! 327 

159720! i24760 

105500:116233 

144940; ;41940 

33260:1 3881 

66500! I 5383 

158440150215 

50660i 13315 



129480! 

47200 
198500| 

104001 

23080! 
132440! 

84140! 



28897 

9792 

19656 

18439 

15089 

5595 

4510 



144700!11312 

82320il3297 
38560' 11967 



8720' 
24000! 
56700: 



927 
5000 
5713 



181980:66633 

63740! 13405 

141840'31234 

117040118765 

13500:! 1356 



110920! 
141300; 
191480! 
1535601 



16143 
14145 

28404 
40698 



Value 
Dollars . 

""92320 
24540 
58080 

189000 
4600 

144080 
92640 

307760 
32860 
27580 

249240 
99280 

177620 

55040 

117820 

105000 

103240 

29940 

25560 

89000 

80540 

93680 

6000 

37900 

37400 

153760 

99820 

185420 

127900 

17940 

98740 

93440 

166660 

265040 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 



NEGEOES. 



HORSES. 



CATTLE. 



COUNTIES. 

Freestoiieij 
Gal vest'ii 1 1 
Gillespie, 11 
Goliad, ij 
Gonzales, 1 1 
Grayson, |j 
Grimes, ;| 
Guada- i 
lupe,ij 
Harris, 
Harrison, 1 1 
Hays, 
Hender- \ 
son,! 
Hidalgo, i 
Hill, 

Hopkins, | 
Houston, ; 
Hunt, ! 
Jack, i 
Jackson, | 
Jasper, [ 
Jefterson,; 



No. 
Assessed. 



2341 
692 
100 
430 



Value 
Dollars. 



\ No. j A^'aluo 
lassess'd! Dollars. 



j No. 
i assess' d 



11T508O 

363000' 

34100 

220700! i 

2452 : 1414260:: 

676' 388580;: 

3316; 1530020 ' 

2026i 1065900'' 
890' 533600:1 

7203 i 3704100: ' 
536! 3030801' 

545? 262600i: 



3751 

435! 

1666 

2261 

Not org'd 



795 
1090 

255 

Johnson, ij 182 
Karnes, jNoEet'ns 
Kaufman. Ij 361 



Xerr, ! 


NoRet'ns 


Kinney, 


No Ket'ns 


Lamar, 


1381 


Lampas- 




sas,' 


108 


Lavaca, , 


1039 


Leon, 


1517 


Liberty, 


909 


Lime- i 




stone,; 


721 



Live Oak,i No Ret'ns 



187800]; 
2194001! 
931000p 
11690011 

397800 

498580 

120960 

97960 



17591 
710 
758 
1848 
7102 
2650 
2563 

4116 
1240 

2720 
1498 

543 

234 

1519 

1777 
1805 
1483 

1650 

627 

5162 

1156 



1222401 

253001 

26780; 

41200; 

309160| 

1695801 

143980' 



15446 
14030 
11584 
21331 
43690 
16133 
18219 



Valiio 
Dollars. 



180340! 32975 
32300' 24300 

2250601 ■ 7446 
58240^' 6561 

33740'' 4367 
3780: 1 946; 
695801' 8967' 
99080;:23142| 
123000:15060' 
78760; 1164351 

52620; '40740 
43060'' 6515 
406801:53937 
664601' 9261 



118360 
71000 
76629 

127340 

266040 
140340 

91740 

201460 

131000 

37660 

33000 

26860 
7240 

63660 
155960 ' 

90000 
123040 

211160 

32600 

229080 

7810O ■ 



1898801: 1162! 75840 145351 94840 



6173401 27321 151940 168551 114640 



65460:; 
519000i 
788500,: 
423700' 



589 
1927 
1753 
2948 



406000: 1928 



32860,' 2920 

69080|il4464 

1191001115650 

70220L47080 

107540i|25249 



27460 

91540 

122060 

240060 

157960 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 



COUNTIES, n 



NEGROES 



HORSES. 



CATTLE. 



11 ' 'No- 
il Assessed. 



4; 



Value ii No. ! Value ||" No'. T' Value 
Dollars. j^assesM j Dollais. ■i asse.^s'd i Dolja}-;-;. 

""i800N~108i 5500' 2108! "^"12920 



Llano, ': 
McCul- \ 

locliji'notorga'cl 
McLen- ' 

nan,:; 1508' 786700;! 24021 129600 

Madison,.; 488! 282120|! 1542! 70360 

Matagor- ;i I I' I 

da,!! 15801 707680;! 1797| 55960 

Maverick I jNo Eet'ns 



16606! 111040 
144691 /72360 



Medina, 
Milam, 
Mont- 
gomery, 
Nacogdo- 
ches, 
Navarro, 
Newton, 
jSTueces, 
Orange, 



54 
848] 

1477! 



199601: 308 



5055201! 3076 

!i 

827380:11082: 73640 



8580 
133680 



136183 

I 8202 
121287 

^ 6082 



177060 

65800 
127480 

37520 



115359 
' 7453 



17061 8877401122771 143640 ]15770| 115220 

1280 666900!! 35401 180160 314891 254720 

656 3427001: 528! 36420' 4920! 30440 

72 30340i' 13781 17320 

141 66200:- 794! 19760 

Palo Pin-':notorga'd i 

tO,H i I' : : 

Panola, ' 1876i 943760!; 1525: 1215401: 9992 

Parker, 15ll 754601^1016! 57300!:i0616 

Polk, ■; 1335J 610440'! 953i 56600p 5207 

Presidio, |.'!N"o Eet'ns: , ' 

Ped Riv-'' ! ; 

1854! 11321401: 1836, 117800i!l3647 105650 

185i 83860!il617i 359201(47762 273640 



74840 
47200 



57300 
87200 
29120 



er,ii 

Refugio, i! 

Robert- :■ 

son,; 

Rusk, ^i 

Sabine, 

San Au- ',\ 

gustine,ii 

San Pa- f, 

tricio,!' 

San Saba,!; 



1097! 586300!! 16821 93720i!21216i 139800 

38501 2046000}' 26401 218600;^ 86671 54000 

807! 352700! 2761 19840!: 1577! 8040 



14012 

65 
36 



651400ji 846! 56800'! 4482: 27620 

38360|! 290! 6920l!14764! 88700 
20500!' 271! 15940:! 2290! 3780 
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STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 


! 


NEGKOES. Il HORSES. 


CATTLE. 


-v<i 'UNTIES, i 


1 








'No. 


Value 


, No.' ! 


Vahie" 


No. Value 


' 


Assessed. 

878 


Dollars, ^lasses'd 1 


Dollars. 


assess'd Dollars. 


fchclby. 


471160 


948 


71960 


7144 42660 


Smith, ^ 


2913 


1400000 


1820 


134000 


5488 


32000 


Starr, 




1 


85 


760 


2262 


12769 


Tarrant, 


463 


249560!; 1477 


79900 


13099 


89520 


Titus, 


1398 


663160 ! 1303 


85020 


8429 


55400 


Travis, 


2329 


1285980 


4326 


193260 


16928 


IO47O9 


Trinity, 


No Ket'ns ! 










Tyler, 


711' 4110001 417 


52800 


6260 


33000 


tpshnr, 


2018; 928900 1 1030 


77640 


2643 


14500 


Uvalde, 


NoRet'nsI ^1 








Yan 


j 


i 








Zandt, 


153 


85380 


i 774 


62720 


8310 


62940 


Victoria, 


909 


421640 


;3331 


71960 


28926 


160200 


Walker, ' 


2737 


1297440 


il924 


134200 


12292 


76260 


W ashing-; 














ton,' 


j 4354 


2458940 


1 4232 


253940 


22902 


1392.50 


Webb, 


iNo Ret'ns 


I 


1 






Wise, 


40 


23320 


345; 19800 


2792 


12460 


Wharton, 


1740 


943680 


2634 


79860 


13627 


80440 


William- 














son, 


i 813 


442240 


4247 


159500 


22962 


138100 


Wood, 


: 506 


256720 


731 


42940 


1 4889 


37840 


Young, 


No Ket'ns 






li 




Total, 


113217 


58123340 


189355 


8961765 I6IO700' 9994483 



Note- — Thus far our tables of county statistics have embraced the following 
:'.Ytic]es, namely: the first tabic, the total number of acres of land in each county, 
the acres assessed, the value of the land and of the town lots, and the railroads; 
•:hc second table, the white population of each county, the increase of population 
since 1S50, the chief staples, and the average value of improved and of unimprov- 
zd lands in each county; the third table, the number and value of negroes, the 
Tiiimber and value of horses, and the number and value of the cattle of each coun- 
ty. We have placed our fourth table of county Statistics in the latter part of this 
■^ork, in order that we might give in it the State and County taxes, &c. , from the 
Ycturns of the Assessor an'd Collectors for the present year, which are not reported 
c^y the Comptroller till late in October. We now refer the reader that table, for 
the full county and State taxes, the money at interest, the merchandise, the ags^re- 
gate taxable property, and the county scat of each county. The ''Description of 
all the counties" in their alphabetical order, commences on page 53 and embra- 
ces such information and statistics in regard to each, as coufd not be given iii 
"i£.bn]nr form. 
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LIQUOR LICENSE LAWS. 

An Act, passed at the last regular Session of our Legislature, authorized 
the Clerks of the County Courts to issue License for the retail of vinous or in- 
toxicating liquors, in any quantities less than a quart, on condition that the 
applicant shall give a bond in the sum of one thousand dollars, with two or 
more sufficient securities approved by the County Treasurer, conditioned 
that the applicant shall keep an orderly house, and will not sell to minora 
under sixteen years of age, nor to students, nor to negroes without written 
authority from the party having control of such negroes, and "will not per- 
mit any games to be pla^^ed at the house or place, whether licensed or not." 
In addition to which bond, the applicant is required to pa}' to the County 
Treasurer a license tax of $260 per year, or at that rate for a shorter term. 

A fine of not less than $50, nor more than $200, is imposed for a violation 
of this law, and upon conviction in the District Court, such person shall be 
imprisoned in the Countj^ jail until such fine and costs are paid, and cannot 
be discharged in less than thirty days, unless the fine and costs are sooner 
paid. 

This Act also imposes the above penalty on those engaged in selling liquors 
in quantities of a quart or more, for permitting the same to be drunk " at or 
about the place or establishment where sold, or at or about an}- other house 
provided for that purpose." 

No license can be granted for less than four months. It is made the duty 
©f the County Clerk, Treasurer and County Commissioners, to prosecute for 
all violations of this law before a Justice of the Peace. 

The Act provides that debts contracted in violation of this law shall not be 
collectable by law. 

Beer manufactured in Texas is exempt from the provisions of this Act. 
which was approved Feb. 2, 1856, and repeals all other licen&e laws. 

A Question of Doubt. — It seems to have become u matter of serirus doubt 
whether the above provisions of the Liquor License Law, of Feb. 'Jd, 1S5G, have 
not been repealed, as regards all penalties for their violation, by the adoption of 
the Criminal Code, at the adjourned session of the same Legislature, last summer. 
In this Code, it is declared tihat "all laws and parts of laws now in force, which 
regulate or refer to the prevention, supx:)ression, prosecution, and proceedings for 
t^e punishment of crime, shall stand repealed." 

It IS maintained by many, and has been so decided by some of our judges, that 
this enactment abolishes the penalty for selling liquor without license ; but the 
Attorney General of the State, who was one of those who framed the Penal Code, 
is of a different opinion, and has issued a circular to the various Distiict Attor* 
Beys, requiring bills of indictment to be brought against all persons violating the 
Liquor License Law. The question will doubtless be brought before the Supreme 
Court at its next session, and all doubt removed in regard to it by the authorita- 
tave sanction of its decision. The Attorney General assigns the following among 
the reasons in favor of the validity of the law : 

1st. Because it is a general principle that no law is to be considered us repealing: 
another passed at the sa^ne sess^.07i, unless so expressly declared in the law. 

2d. Because it was the manifest iiitenHon of the Legislature that the repealing 
sections of the Code should not affect the License Law. 

3d. Because repeals by impUcutwn- are not favored, especially when great incoit- 
veRienee and injury result. 



LAW REGULATING MARITAL RIGHTS. 

An important law under this caption, was passed at the late adjourned 
Session; we give its leading features, as follows : 

On the decease of either husband or wife, the community property contia- 
ites us under the former law; the survivor is, however, not required' to take 
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out letters of administration; but by furnishing the Chief Justice of the 
County with an inventory of the propei^ty, the surviving husband or w-ife 
may continue m the use and enjoyment of the property, with the full powef 
ot selli^ng or otherwise disposing of it. Should the surviving widow, however 
marry again, this privilege ceases, and she is compelled to administer or settle 
the estate as under the former law. SJiould any heir or creditor, or party 
interested, become dissatisfied with the management of the property, such 
^>arty may, by application to the Chief Justice of the County, compell the 
surviving husband or wife (as the case may be) to give bond and security for 
the proper management of the estate, so as to protect such heir or creditor, 
etc., against any loss, or the property may be put into the hands of a Guar- 
di:\n for the benefit of the heirs. 

LEGAL EATES OF INTEREST IN ALL THE STATES. 

Maine.— Legal rate six per cent. If more be agreed to be taken, only 
leLral interest can be recovered. Usurious interest recoverable. 

New HAMPSiniiE. — Legal rate six per cent., and if more is taken, the party 
forfeits three times the amount unlawfully taken, 

Vermont. — Legal rate six per cent. ; and interest paid beyond that rate 
may be recovered back. 

Massachusetts. — Legal rate six per cent. When the defence of usury is 
established, defendant shall recover his costs, and the plainliff shall forfeit 
three-fold the amount of the interest tmlawfuUy taken. The party paying 
usurious interest may reijover Iback three-fold the amount of the unlawful 
interest paid. 

EnoD-E Island, — Legal rate six per cent. In an action brought upon a 
usurious contract^ plaintiff can recover the principal, with legal interest 
and costs. 

CoNNE<7ricuT. — Legal rate six per cent. In usurious contracts the principal 
can be recovered without the interest. Persons guilty of taking usury, for- 
feit tlie whole of the interest — half to him who shall prosecute to effect, one 
half to the State. 

New York. — Legal rate seven per cent" All contracts, whereby a higher 
rate is received, void. Corporations cannot set up the defence of usury. 

New Jersey. — Legal rate six per cent. Contracts for a higher rate are 
void. Persons taking a higher rate shall forfeit the whole value of the sub- 
ject-matter of the contract — one-half to the State, one-half to the prosecutor. 

Bj act of 1852, tlie legal rate is seven per cent, in Hudson County (which 
includes Jersey City and Hoboken.) 

Pennsylvania. — Legal rate six per cent. Usurious interest cannot be re- 
covered ; and if paid, may be recovered back, but usury does not render the 
entire contract void. 

Delaware. — Legal rate six per cent. Whoever takes more than this, for- 
feits the whole debt — half to the State, half to the prosecutor. 

Maryland. — Legal rate six per cent. In contracts, where more is taken, 
only the excess over the legal rate is void. 

ViRGiNLi. — Legal rate six per cent. Usurious contracts void, with the 
penalty of forfeiture of twice the amount of the debt. 

NoRTu Carolina. — Legal rate six per cent. All contracts whereby a highei^" 
rate is reserved are void, and the party exacting it is liable to forfeit double 
the amount of the debt, half to the State, half to the prosecutor. 

South Carolina. — Legal rate seven per centj The party reserving more, 
forfeits the entire interest, and must pay all costs. 

Georgia. — Legal rate seven per cent. If more be reserved, the party for- 
feits the entire interest. 

Florida. — Legal interest eight per cent-, by agreement ; if no rate be speei- 
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iied, then six per cent. Usury is punishable by indictment and loss of all th© 
interest. 

Alabama. — Legal rate 'eight per cent. In usurious contracts, the principal, 
without interest, may be recovered. 

Missi&siPFi. — Legal rate eight per cent, for the bona fide use of money ; six 
per cent, upon other contracts. Penalty for usury is loss of the entire inter- 
est. 

Louisiana. — Legal rate five per cent. ; but parties may agree on any suna 
as high as eight per cent. Bank interest is six per cent. The penalty for 
usurious contracts is a forfeiture of the entire interest. 

Texas. — Legal rate, where no rate is specified, eight per cent. Parties may 
agree upon any rate as high as twelve per cent. Where more is reserved no 
interest can be recovered. 

Arkansas. — Legal rate, where no rate is mentioned, is six per cent. Par- 
ties may contract for any rate not exceeding ten per cent. Usurious con- 
tracts void. 

Tennessek — Legal rate six per cent. ; persons taking more are liable to a 
fine of not less than the amount usiiriously taken, 

Kentucky. — Legal rate six per cent. Usurious excess void. 

Omo. — Legal rate six per cent. On written agreement, any rate as high a* 
ten per cent, may be reserved. If more be reserved, the excess is void. 

MicmGAN. — Legal rate seven per cent., with permission to agree upon any 
rate not higher than ten per cent., for a loan of money. Contracts not void 
for usury beyond the usurious excess. 

Indl^na. — Legal rate six per cent. Usurious interest cannot be recovered ; 
and if paid, may be recovered back ; but usury does not render the entire 
contract void. 

Illinois. — For money loaned, parties may receive any rate not exceeding 
ten per cent. In a suit on a note or obligation, if it be shown that it was not 
given for'money loaned, judgment will be given for the principal sum, witk 
six per cent, interest. 

Missouri. — Legal rate six per cent. If plea of usury be sustained, judg- 
ment shall be rendered for legal interest only, which interest shall be paid to 
the cominon-school fund. In addition, a usurer shall, upon information to any 
justice of the peace, or court, having jurisdiction, forfeit and pay to the com- 
mon schools, the whole interest agreed to be paid. 

Iowa. — Legal rate, when no other is agreed upon, and all judgments is six 
per cent. ; but parties may agree upon any rate not exceeding ten per cent. 
Illegal interest may be recovered. 

Wisconsin. — Any rate of interest, not exceeding twelve per cent., agreed on 
in writing, is legal; if more be taken, the person paying may recover treble 
the amount paid, if action be commenced within one year after such pay- 
ment. 

When no rate is agreed on or specified in a note or other contract, seven 
per cent., per annum, is the legal rate. 

CALiForvNiA. — If there is no contract in writing, fixing a difierent rate, ten 
per cent, may be allowed interest for moneys due on bond, bill, promissory 
note, or other instrument of writing, on any judgment recovered before any 
Court in this State, for money lent, for money due on the settlement of ac- 
counts, from the day on which the balance is ascertained, and for money re- 
ceived to the use of another. Parties may contract for any rate as high as 
eighteen per cent., but principals and endorsers are held responsible, under 
heavy penalties, for receiving a higher rate. 
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OLD AND NEW STYLE. 

By Statute 24, George II, the Biitish Parliament enacted that the day after 
Wednesday, the 2d of September, 1Y52, should be Thursday, the 14th, instead of 
Thursday, the Sd of that month and year. By this act, eleven days were 
dropped from the reckoning, and all England and her colonies were made that 
much uldcr, without their consent. But this waj> only in conformity with the cor- 
rect Gregorian style previously in use in all other Christian countries, Eussia onljr 
excepted. It is reported in the annals of that period, that it was a prevailiDg 
©pinion among the masses of England, that they had actually been robbed of elev- 
ed day.> of their existence, and that their lives had been shortened that much, and 
a mob accordingly paraded the streets of London, demanding of the Prime Minis- 
ter, Henry Pelham, that they should be restored to them again. 

This change from the Old to the New or Gregorian style, does not change the da^ 
♦f the week, but only of the month. A man whose birth was recorded previoirsr- 
to this enactment, in the old style, would appear, in our present reckoning, to be 
eleven days older than he really is. For instance, the elder John Adams is re- 
corded to have been bom October 19th, 1T35, and he died the 4th of July, 1826f. 
The question is, hov/ old was he ? Had the Statute 24, George II, been enacted 
before his birth, the day of his birth would have been computed eleven days later, 
that is, October 30th. In order, therefore, to ascertain his age at the day of his - 
^eath, we must either compute his birth eleven days later, to make it correspond 
with the Is^ew Style, or we must put the day of liis death eleven days earlier, ac- 
«<;rding to tlie Old Style in which his birth is recorded. In other words, we must 
compute the beginning and end of his life in the same Style, no matter which, rti 
•rder to ascertain the IcDgth of his life. If we reckon his birth in the New S-yle, 
we must make the date eleven days later, and then we should say he was born 
Oct. 30th, 1735, and died July 4th 182G, both dates being New Style. If, however, 
remake both date^ Old Style, we should say he was born Oct. 19th, 1735, and 
died June 23d, 1S26. It is here seen that we take the eleven days from the date of 
his death, to compensate for the eleven days added by the above Statute, and that 
the length of time between the above dates, in either Style, is the same, that is, SO' 
Tears, 8 months and 4 days, which was the exact age of the elder John Ad^ams 
when he died. This example gives all the explanation necessary in a matter i'*. 
itself quite simple, but in regai^ to which errors often occur. 



Naturalization Laws of the United States. — The following is a brief and? 
intelligible summary of our laws in regard to naturalization: 

By the law of Congress of 1828, now in force, every person who has arriv- 
ed ill the United States since 1812, must have been five years a resident ia 
tiie country, and the last year a resident of the State, before he or_ she can 
obtain papers of naturalization. A person, immediately on landing from 
abroad, can declare his or her intention, forthwith, to become a citizen, and 
in five V^ars, if they have been resident since, and of good moral character, 
♦an obtain theirnaturalization, provided they are twenty-one years of age.. 
If they should have been residents three years or more at the time of declar- 
ing their intentions, in two years therefrom they can obtain their last papers.. 
This rule applies to every person, whether parent or child, coming from 
abroad unless the children of American citizens residing abroad, who may 
bare been born abroad — the citizenship of the parent, in the latter case, con- 
iferring the right upon the child. The citizenship of the husband confers cibi 
zeosbip on the wife, although an alien at the time of her marriage. 
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DESCRIPTION AND STATISTICS OF ALL THE COUNTIES. 

Note. — In order to avoid repetition, many facts common to all the coun- 
ties of the State, or to large bodies of them, will be found thrown together, 
lender the head of "geneUxVL descriptiox," following this particular descriptioia 
of each count}'. To this head the reader is referred for information in regard, 
to the statistics of crime, punishment, average yield per acre; and to laud, em- 
migration, weather, destructive vermin, building material, fencing, water 
and kindred subjects. Tlie white population is compiled from the last gener- 
al vote, seven being allowed, on official authorit}', as the proportion to a voter. 
The distances are compiled by adding one third for curvature, to the air line 
di-stanoe. Our effort is to throw complete and accurate information in regard 
to Texas, into as small a space as possible. The counties are in alphabetical 
order. 

ANDERSON. 

This county is bounded on the North by Henderson county, on the East 
by Cherokee, on the South by Houston. The Trinity River separates it fromt 
Freestone and Leon on the West. It is watered by the Trinity and the Ne- 
ches Rivers, and b}' a number of creeks, tributary to these. The surface of 
the county is general!}'' undulating, and well supplied by a growth of Post 
Oak, Red Oak, Burr Oak, Pine, Ash, Elm, Hackberry, Mulberr3^ and other^ 
though less abundant species. Some 35,000 aci-es are in cultivation, showing 
an increase of 25,166 acres in cultivation since 1850. Tliere still remains 682^7 
440 acres in the county, as yet untouched by the plow. By the last returns, 
there was a white population of 6,664. There are in the county, 2,119 ne- 
groes, valued at $1,223,020; 15,636 head of cattle, valued at $92,320; 1830 
head of horses, valued at $138,000. Total value, $3,398,920. 

There are in the county seven steam Saw and Grist Mills, and four driven 
by water power. Peaches, Apples, Quinces, Pears, Cherries, and a few other 
ft'uits are abundant in favorable seasons. The soil is of a light gray loam, 
save in the lower portions or bottoms, where it is darker and richer. The 
health of the county is very good; the water being pure, and the air salubri- 
ous. The churches are numerous, of many of the various denominations. The 
schools are also numerous, and well attended: the state of society is good; 
Galveston is both the seaport and market; the distance from the centre of the 
county being some 250 miles by way of the Trinity River, and some 150 by 
land. Either way, the cost of carr^dng to market ranges from |2 to $2,50 
per 100 pounds. As to railwa3^s, the G. H. H. R. R., will run near the easterri 
edge of the county^ and the S. P. R. R., not far from it« northern boundary. — 
Palestine is the County Seat, with a population of 2,000. Thel:'e are other 
towns in the county, and their condition and prospects may be judged from the 
rates of improvement in the county at large ; unimproved lands rate at from 
$2 to $5 per acre; improved lands, at from $8 to $12 per acre. The water is 
freestone. The count}- was created March 24, 1846, being taken from Hous- 
ton county. 

ANGELINA. 

This county is bounded on the North by Cherokee and Nacogdoches. On 
tke East the Angelina river separates it irom Nacogdoches and San Augus- 
tine. On the South and West it is separated by the Neches river from Trin- 
ity and Houston counties. It is watered by these rivers, and by a great 
number of smaller streams, flowing principally South into the Neches. The 
surface is undulating, and about three-fourths covered with a growth of pine, 
red oak, aeh, mulberry and hackberry. There is a white population of 1169; 
^ ere are 309 negroes in the county, valued at $153,420; there are 9965 head 
rf cattle, valued at $54,540; 848^ head of horses, valued at 30,800. Total 
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value, $362,926. Peaches are about the only kind ol fruit successfully intro- 
duced so far, at least, to any great degree. The soil is of rather a sandy 
character. The health of the county can be put safely down as only tolera- 
bly good Churches and schools are not yet as numerous as could be de- 
sired. Galveston is both market and seaport for the county. The distance 
to Houston is 160 miles, and carrying is done by ox-teams, at a rate of from 
n to $2 50 per 100 pounds. The G. H. H. R. R. will run not many mile« 
West of ^this county, and the S. R R. R. some thirty miles north of it. The 
County Seat is Jonesville, on the Angelina river, with a population of a few 
hundreds." Unimproved land ranges in value from $1 to $1 50; improved 
land ranges from $2 to $3 per acre— even running up to |8. The water is 
freestone.. Created April 22, 1846, and taken from Nacogdoches county. 

ATASCOSA. 

This County is bounded on the North by Bexar and Medina, East by Live 
Uak and Bexar, South by Live Oak, West by Bexar. It is watered mainly 
by the Atasoosa, into which flows a great number of smaller streams. 

The surface is undulatiag. This county was organized January 25, 1856. 
The county is prairie throughout, although there is some little Oak in its 
different species, as well as Elm and Cottonwood. The prairies are generall}^ 
of dark, sandy loam, deep and rich. The health is only tolerably good. As 
to churches and schools, the recent formation of the county will account for 
their being, as yet, few and far between. Society, is, as may be expected, 
under such circumstances. There are 1036 of white population; 61 negroes, 
valued at $27,400. There are 8,805 head of cattle, valued at $58,080; 488 
bead of horses, valued at $21,420. Total, |168,6'73. Lavaca is both seaport 
aiid market, the distance from Atascosa, the County Seat, being some 120 
miles, the carrying is all overland. Unimproved lands range from $1 to 
tSl 25; improved lands from $2 to $3. The water is limestone, and plentiful. 
Created January 25th, 1856, and taken from Bexar county. 

AUSTIN. 

This ■•'jounty is bounded on the North by "Washington; East by Harris and 
Fort Bend; South by Fort Bend, Wharton and Colorado; West by Colorado and 
Fayette. The Brazos flows through the centre of the county, and several creeks 
water it, flowing into the Brazos and San Bernard, which last stream coasts 
its southern line. The surface is gently undulating. The county has a white 
population of 4,305 ; a negro population of 2,294, valued at |1,16'7,920. 
It possesses 30,842 head of cattle, valued at $189,000 ; 3,502 head of horses, 
valued at $166,244. Total, $2,849,540, About one-third of the county is tim- 
bered. Especiall}^ in the Brazos bottom the timber is very heavy; consisting 
of Oak, in several varieties, besides Hackberry, Ash, Cedar and Elm. In 
this county, as in all of the cotton counties, the grist mills are connected with 
the gins. The peach is the principal fruit. The soil in the river bottom is 
exceedingly productive ; upon the prairies not so much so. On account of 
the river miasma, chills and fevers prevail to a considerable degree. In re- 
^^ird to schools and churches, there is not that degree of interest which is 
rnanifested in other parts of the State. The seaport is Galveston. Both 
Plouston and Galveston are the markets of the county. The distance to 
Houston is about sixty miles ; to Galveston, by way of the Brazos, some two 
hundred miles, Tho construction of the B. B., B. & C. R. R. to Richmond, 
and northward, will effect some change in the trading point of the county, 
although to what degree cannot, as yet, be ascertained. The County Seat is 
at Bell'ville. San Felipe is a noted town in this county. Unimproved_ lands 
range in value from $2 to $5 in the table lands, and from |8 to $10 in the 
bottom. Improved lands range in value, in the river bottom^ from $15 to 
$25; upon the table lands, from $8 to $10. This county is cj[uite an old one, 
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haviLg been created Decembei' 20, 1836; previonely belooging to the Munici- 
pality of the same name. The water is not very good, being somewhat 
brackish. This is being remedied by the construction of cisterns. 

BANDERA 

Is bounded on the North by Kerr county; East by Comal and Bexar; 
South by Medina and Uvalde ; West by the Bexar unorganized territory. 
The Medina rises in its eastern side, and there are a number of smaller creeks 
in its south-western corner. The surface is hilJy. There is a white popula- 
tion of 136 ; no returns in regard to negroes. There are 347 head of cattle, 
valued at $4,600 ; 17 head of horses, valued at $640. Total, $17,866. About 
half the surface is supplied with Live Oak, Cedar and Elm. The only fruit 
so far is the wild grape, in its branches of mustang and muscadine. The 
uplands are dry and poor; the bottoms and valleys rich and productive. 
Health is good. This county is as yet too new to possess many schools oi- 
churches, or much well organized society. Lavaca, some 160 miles from 
Bandera, the County Seat, is the seaport. The market is in San Antonio, 
some 80 miles distant — the transportation to both being by land, only. Un- 
improved lands are worth from 50 cents to $1 per acre, improved lands, from 
50 cents to |2 an acre. This county is known to abound in coal, iron and 
copper. Its streams are of crystal purity. It was created January 26, 1856; 
being taken from Bexar and Uvalde counties. 

BASTROP 

Is bounded on the North by Travis and Washington ; on the East by Wash- 
ington and Fayette; on the South by Fayette amd Caldwell; on the West by 
Caldwell and Travis. The Colorado pours through the centre of the county, and 
a large number of creeks flow into the Colorado in its course through the county, 
mainly from the northern line of the county. The surface is rolling; inaomc 
places quite hilly and broken. There is a white population of 5,474; and 1,853 
negroes, valued at |984,820. There are 24,760 head of cattle, valued at |144,080; 
2,975 head of horses, valued at |159,720. Total, $2,786,713. Cedar, Post Oak, 
and other varieties of trees, are found; but it is in its vast forests of Pine that 
this county finds its chief wealth. San Antonio, Austin City, and all the sur- 
rounding region, are supplied from its saw mills. Peaches are raised in consid- 
erable abundance ; other fruits not being, as yet, fully introduced. The up- 
lands of this county are broken, rocky and sandy. The river and creek bottoms 
are exceedingly productive. Health is good, except in thick, low bottoms. Great 
attention is paid to churches and schools, and society is unusually good. The 
trade of the county is divided between Lavaca and Galveston; the distance to 
Galveston being, by way of Houston, some 200 miles: the distance to Lavaca, 
some 140 miles. The transportation is by ox-teams. Bastrop is the chief townj 
as well as County Seat— a handsome and prospering place. Unimproved lands 
are worth from $2 to .$5 per acre; improved lands, from §;5 to $12 per acre. Iron 
pyrites is found in the rocky sections of this county. The water is hard lime- 
stone, and very pure This county is among the oldest in the State, having been 
created Dec'r 20, ISoG, previously known as the Municipahty of Mina. Few coun- 
ties m the State are superior to it in respect to a thrifty and permanent population. 

BELL. 

This county is bounded on the North by Coryell, McLennan and Falls; East by 
ialls and Milam ; South by Milam, Wilhamson and Burnet ; West by 
Burnet and Lampasas counties. The Lampasas and the Leon imite about its 
centre to form Little Kiver, a stream of fi^reat clearness and beauty. The 
surface is undulating. There is a white population of 3,871 ; 560 negroes 
valued at $290,900 ; there are 16,233 head of cattle, valued at $92,640 ; 2464 head 
of horses, valued at $105,500. Total, $1,033,341. The whole increase of this 
county smce 1850, may be safely set down as beins: at least six-fold. About 
three-fourths of the county is timbered, and that chiefly in the bottoms. • The 
timber consists of Cottonwood and Live Oak There are five Grist and Saw 
mills, driven by water. The orchards of fruit have bem too lately planted to test 
the question as to the adaptability of the soil to the various fruits. The soil is a 
sandy loam. Health is very good. Churches and schools are well attended 
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Society, also, is p^ood. Galvcbton is the seaport ; Houston the principal market. 
Transportation is by land — the distance to Galveston being some two hundted 
and forty mile^; to Houston, one hundred and sixty miles. Cameron is the County 
Seat. Unimproved lands rat^ from $8 to 15 ; improved lands from $8 to $12. 
This county was created January 22d, 1850, from Milam county. The water is 
very pure and clear, being over beds of hard blue limestone. Freestone water is 
liot found west of Trinity Eiver. Where the lim.estone is not rotten, it is as pure. 

BEXAR 

Is bounded un the East by Guadalujxi ; South by Atascosa ; West by Medina ; 
North by Comal and Guadalupe. The San Antonio Eiver flows South-Eastward 
through' this county, with many smaller tributaries flowing into it from the 
North. The surface" is undulating and very diversified and beautiful. There is 
a white population of 10,11T ; a Mexican population of 2,000. There are 1,079 
ue?roe5,- 41,94^) head of cattle, valued at $S07,760 ; 4,226 head of horses, valued 
at $144,940. The value of negro property is about $682,960. Total, $5,233,966. 
At least three- fourths of this county is prairie. Mesquit, Elm and Live Oak are 
found along the water courses, and in 7nots scattered over the prairies, but in.. 
every case very scrubby. The Peach, Quince, Apple, Almond, Grape and Orange 
have been Introduced with suc<iess. The uplands are rich and clothed in the 
Mesquit orrass, of which the cattle are immoderately fond. The bottoms are not 
surpassed in the State for ferLility. The healthfulne'ss of this county is proverbial. 
On account of the mixed character of the population, churches, schools and. so- 
ciety, in general, have not attained, outside of the towns at least, that position 
wliich could be desired. Lavaca and Indianola are the seaports— Galveston also. 
The distance to Lavaca is some one hundred and fifty miles by road ; from 
Lavaca to Galveston it is some one hundred and fifty miles by steamship along 
the coast. New Orleans and New York are markets of tliis county ; the 
trade from Mexico is also veiw great. So far, transportation has been over laud, 
by ox- teams and pack mules.' A railroad has been projected and partly surveyed 
from San Antonio to Powder Horn. San Antonio is the County Seat and chief- 
town : and is, on many ucN?ounts, the most interesting place in Texas. Unim- 
proved lands rate from $3 to $5 per acre ; improved lands from $10 to $12. 
Bexar was created December 20th, 1S36, previously known as the Municipality 
of Bexar; San Antonio being inhabited as far back as at the beginning of the 
last centurv. The water is exceedingly pure. 

BOSQUE 

Is bounded on the North by Erath, Johnson and Hill ; East by Hill and Mc- 
Lennan : South by McLennan, Coryell and Comanche ; West by Comanche and 
Erath. The Bosque, and a number of smaller tributaries, flow through thie 
county Southward, to empty into the Brazos. The water of the county is very 
good, being over beds of hard blue limestone. The surface is rolling and hilly, 
about one-third of the county having a growth of Live and Post Oak, and Cedar. 
The soil is chocolate loam. The white population numbers 896 ; there is a negro 
population of 121, valued at $62,000; there are 3,991 head of cattle, valued at 
$32,860; 684 head of horses, valued at $33,260. Total, $209,320. The health of 
the county is good. Churches, schools, and the benefit of a settled society are 
but in their dawn. Galveston is the seaport, and both it and Houston the mar- 
ket. The distance by road from Bosque to Houston is some two hundred and 
thirty miles ; to Galveston, down Bufi'alo Bayou from Houston, some eighty 
miles further. Meridian is the County Seat. Unimproved land is worth from $1 
to |1 10 ; improved land from $3 to |5. Created February 4th, 1854, and taken 
from McLennan county. 

BOWIE. 

This county is bounded on the North by Ked Piiver ; East by Louisiana ; South 
by Cass; West by Eed Eiver county and Titus. It is well watered by Red Eiver 
OIL the North, and a Fork of the same river running along on its bouthern bound- 
ary, as well as by a number of smaller streams tributary to these. The suriace 
of this county is rolling; a large proportion of which is heavily timbered, chiefly with 
post oak. The soil, awav from the bottoms, is of a sandy character, usual m post , 
iak lands. In the bottoms it is the rich red land so well adapted to the cultivation 
•f cotton. Pears, Peaches and other fruits are successfully cultivated, but the ap- 
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pie is found in greatest abundance. The health, especially away from the rivers, 
A8 good; as to churches, schools, and society in general, few counties are in advance 
of this. New Orleans is the port for this county, distant by hauling to Eed Kirer 
from the centre of the county, and so down the river some eight days travel. 
Shreveport and Jefferson are also markets ; the latter some 70 miles South from 
its centre. Boston is the County Seat of Bowie. Unimproved land ranges from 
$2 to $3. Improved, from $S to $10. The water is good, being freestone. Thi« 
eonnty was creat<id December 17th, 1840, and taken from Red River county. 

BRAZORIA 

Is bounded on the North by Fort Bend and Harris ; East by Galveston county : 
South by the Gulf; West by Matagorda and Fort Bend. The Brazos flows 
through the centre of this county. It is watered also by the San Bernard, and by 
a number of bayous extending up it into from the coast. Besidas these there is 
little living water, and on account of the brackish and unwholesome character of the 
water, cisterns are largely used. The surface is level, about one-half of it being 
covered with a heavy growth of, fnsrhaps the noblest live oaks in the whole Union. 
It is from these bottoms that the Navy of the United States, is hereafter to derive 
its most valuable ship-building materials, the value of which is incalculable; the 
. soil, as may be supposed, is exceedingly rich, red and deep, yielding luxuriantly. 
Peaches, Quinces, Oranges, Lemons, and similar fruits are cultivated. 

Upon the coast the health is good; higher up and along the bottoms, chills and fe- 
vers are prevalent at certain seasons, but generally the people enjoy excellent 
health, owing in part to the. isolation of famiUes upon plantations; the churches 
and schools are not numerous; Galveston is the seaport and market, being distant 
some SO or 100 miles by river, canal and bay navigation. Brazoria is the County 
Seat; Columbia higher up upon the Brazos, is also a place of some considerable 
•ommerce. This county was created December 20th, 183G, prior to annexation, and 
belonged previously to the Municipality of Brazoria. 

BRAZOS 

Is bounded on the North by Robertson ; East by Madison and Grimes ; South 
"by Washington and Burleson ; West by Burleson and Robertson. The Navisota 
flows along its Eastern bound arj , swollen by the tribute of many small streams 
from the county, in its course. The Brazos forms its Western and,Southern boun- 
dary, also having many tributaries from the county. Water, for drinking pur- 
poses, is good and abundant. The surface is undulating, having more than half 
its surface covered by a growth of the various species of oak. The soil in the bot- 
toms, which make up so large a portion of the county, is red loam, very produc- 
• tive. The health is only tolerably good, except in the uplands, where the air i-s 
purer. The white population numbers 860. There is a negro population of 487, 
valued at $278,300. There are 13,315 head of cattle, worth $99,280 ; 867 head of 
horses, worth $50,660. Peaches are almost the only fruit. As to schools and 
churches, not very much can be said as yet. Galveston is the seaport and market, 
the distance, by steamer, when the water permits, being some 300 or 400 miles. 
The County Seat is at Boonville. Unimproved lands are worth from $4 to $5 per 
acre ; improved lands, from $9 to $ll-peracre. This county wa^ created January 
30th, 1841, from Washington and Robertson. 

BROWN. 

This county is bounded on the North by the, as yet unorganized, territory of 
Texas, lying about the 32^ of latitude. Eastward of it lies Comanche ; Sonth, 
San Saba ; West, the open lauds lying upon the Red Fork of the Colorado. Pe- 
can Bayou flows through it ; besides this, there is little living water. The sur- 
face is rolling, and sometimes hilly prairie, covered here and there with a scant 
growth of pecan and oak, along the water courses. The soil is rich prairie- 
Health is good. Raising of stock has been, so far, the occupation of the settlers 
of this new county. Lavaca will be the seaport, distant some 360 miles, in an air 
line. The recent organization of this county, on August 27th, 1856, prevents any 
- exact statement of the number of acres in cultivation, population, or products. 
The S. P. R. R. will run along its Northern boundary. There is, as yet, no Coun- 
ty Seat. Unimproved land is worth from $1 to $2 per acre ; improved lands, 
from $2 to $5 per acre. No returns in regard to property. 
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BURLESON 

Li bounded on the North by Milam and Brazos ; East, by Brazos and G-rimes ;. 
^uth, by Washington ; West, by Bastrop and Milam. The Brazos skirts its 
Northern boundary, into which empties the water of the Yagua, which branches 
it« three forks through the county. For drinking purposes, the water is only of 
medium quality. The surface is undulating, about three-fourths clothed with ce- 
dar, red oak and post oak, the latter principally abounding. The soil upon the 
uplands is light ; in the lowlands, of sandy loam, peculiar to post oak lands. The 
white population numbers 2Y37. The negro population, 1342, valued at |T32,480. 
There are 28,897 head of cattle, worth |17Y,620 ; 2,532 head of horses, worth 
|;129,486 ; total. $1,747,926. The peach and the wild ^rape abound. Health is 
very good. Considerable attention is beginning to be paid to churches and schools, 
and society is rapidly forming. Galveston is the seaport, distant some 200 miles 
from Caldwell, the County Seat. Houston is also a market for the county, dis- 
tant from the same point some 120 miles. Washington, on the Brazos, is also a 
market and shipping point, being only some fifty miles distant from Caldwell. 
Unimproved land is worth from $1 to §2 per acre ; improved lands, from $8 to $10 
per acre. This county was created March 24, 1846 — taken from Milam county. 

BURNET 

Is bounded on the North by Lampasas ; Ea»t by Bell ; South by Williamson 
and Travis; West by Llano, from which it is separated by the Colorado. The 
wat<3r is excellent for drinking purposes ; and along the river there are various 
points at which most valuable water power can be obtained for manufacturing 
purposes. The surface is rolling, often mountainous. About one-fourth of the 
county is timbered with live oak, post oak, elm and cedar. The soil is the com- 
mon red prairie soil. The white population numbers 1708. The negro popula- 
lation 190, valued at $98,000. There are 9,792 head of cattle, valued at 65,040 ;. 
1075 head of horses, valued at $47,200 ; total, $441,723. Health is very good! 
Churches and schools are as yet scarce. Lavaca, distant over 200 miles from Ham- 
ilton, the County Seat, is both the seaport and market. Unimproved land is 
worth from $1 to $2 per acre ; improved land, from $5 to $6 per acre. Marble is 
found in great abundance and of several varieties. Coal also is found, gener- 
ally supposed to* be lignite. There are also indications of gold. This county 
was created February 5th, 1852, from Travis, Williamson and Bell counties. 

CALDWELL 

Is bounded on the North by Travis, Bastrop and Hays; East by Bastrop; South 
by Gonzalez and Guadalupe ; West by Guadalupe and Hays. The San Marcos 
bounds its Western line, into which fall the waters of the Blanco. The water is 
pure and abundant, gushing up from the bowels of the earth in large volumes. 
The surface of this county is undulating, about one-third covered with post oak,- 
live oak and cedar. The soil is dark prairie loam, intermixed with sand. There 
is a great deal of prairie known as "hog wallow" — rich and waxy. The white 
]X)pulation numbers 4,088. The negro population 1,381, valued at $789,500. 
■ There are 19,656 head of cattle, valued at $117,820 ; 4,817 head of horses; valued 
at $198,500: total, $2,033,733. Peaches are the only fruit cultivated so far. Health 
is good. Schools, churches and charitable institutions are well supported. Socie- 
ty is excellent. Lavaca is both seaport and market, beino' distant from Lockhart, 
the County Seat, some 130 miles. Transportation is all by ox teams. Unim- 
proved land rates at from .$2 to $5 per acre ; improved lands from $S to $10 per 
mvQ. Caldwell was created March 6th, 1848, from Gonzales and Bastrop. 

CALHOUN 

Is bounded on the North by Victoria ; East by Lavaca ; South by the bay sep- 
arating it from Matagorda Island; West by Espiritu Santo Bay and Refugio 
county, from which it is separated by the San Antonio river. It is thus surround- 
ed, East, South and West, by water. Green Lake lies within it. Powder Horn 
Bay and Chocolate Bayou penetrate into it on the South. The surface is a dead 
level, about one-fifth part being sprinkled with scrubby live oak. The soil is of 
fiat, sandy eartk, not very productive. There is a white population of 2,114 ; a 
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negro population of 887, valued at $156,880. There are 18,489 head of cattle, worth 
$105,000; 857 head of horses, worth $19,400: total, $825,720. In regard to health, 
it cannot bo considered bad, with the exception of liability to Yellow Fever dur- 
ing summer. In the town, some attention is paid to schools and churches, and so- 
oietj is good. Lavaca, Indianola, and Powder Horn are the shipping points, the 
two first being also the markets. Indianola is also the County Seat. Unimproved 
lands rate from ,75 to $1 per acre; improved lands from $Z to $5 per acre. The 
water is brackish, but cisterns are cheaply constructed and generally used. Cre- 
ated April 4:th, 1846, from Victoria and Jackson. 

CAMERON 

Is bounded on the North by Nueces and Laguna del Madre ; East by Laguna 
del Madre ; South by the Eio G-rande dividing it from Mexico ; West by Hidalgo. 
The only stream of any sixe is the Sal Colorado. The water is bad for drinking. 
The surface is dead level, about one- tenth part being covered with mezquit tim- 
ber. The soil is of dark prairie loam. This county was created Feb. 12th, 1848 ; 
there is little progress to record. (For other statistics, see Tables.) Health is good. 
Brownsville is the County Seat, and Brazos Santiago the shipping point. Browns- 
ville, on the Eio Grande, is a place of considerable trade with Mexico. Taken 
from Nueces county. 

CASS 

Is bounded on the North by a f©rk of Red River, separating it from Bo- 
wie; East by Arkansas aad Louisiana ; South by fe^he waters of Big Cypress, 
separating it from Harrison county ; West by Titus. In addition to these 
streams, the county is well watered by a number of smaller streams. The 
well and spring water is freestone. The surface is rolling, timbered over 
three-fourths with post oak, cypress and pecan. The soil is generally poor 
or swampy, though there is much valuable bottom laud along Red River and 
other streams. Health is such as may be supposed from such a character of 
country. Peaches, apples — in fact, all the fruits do well in this county. 
Churches and schools are only tolerably numerous. Society is good, and 
much morality and enterprise prevail. New Orleans is the shipping port, 
by way of Jefferson, on the Cypress, which last nameA place is also the 
County Seat. The Red River affords access to New Orleans during a large 
part of the year. This county was created April 25th, 1846, and taken from 
Harrison county. For statistics, see tables. 

CHEROKEE 

Is bounded on the North by Smith ; East by Rusk and Nacogdoches ; 
Southby Angelina and Houston ; West by Houston, Anderson, and^Hender- 
son. The Angelina, the Neches, and some smaller streams make this one of 
the best watered counties in the State. For drinking purposes, the wells and 
springs yield excellent water. The surface is undulating, about three-fourths 
covered with oak and excellent pine. The soil is dark sandy loam, very pro- 
ductive. There is an abundance of fruit, chiefly apples and peaches. 
Churches, schools and charitable institutions are numerous and well sus- 
tained. Society is nowhere better. Galveston is the seaport, distant from 
Rusk, the County Seat, some 220 miles. W^hen Trinity River is navigable, 
hauling is done to it. As a general rule, however, transportation is over- 
land to Houston or Shreveport, which last is distant from Rusk some 1U> 
miles. The G. H. H. R. R. will pass but a short distance West of this county. 
It was created April 11th 1846, from Nacogdoches. For statistics, see tables! 

COLLIK 

Is bounded on the North by Grayson ; East by Hunt ; South by Dallas 
and Kaufman ; West by Denton. The East Fork of the Trinity takes its 
rise in this county, and it is well watered by numerous smaller streams. For 
drinking purposes water is abundant, but not very good. The surface is un- 
dulating, about one-third covered with cottonwood, elm, red, burr and post 



Hosted by CjOOQIC 



^'> TEXAS ALMANAC. 



oak. The soil is not excelled in Texas : both prairie and bottom land is blaek. 
waxy, and very rich- Every kind of fruit is found in great abundance. In 
regard to health, churches, schools, and society, no county surpasses this. 
The trade is divided between Galveston and Houston on the one hand, and 
Red River on the other. Distance from McKinney, the County Seat, to 
Houston, some 340 miles ; to Red River, at Shreveport^ some 140 miles. Cre- 
ated April 3d, 1846, from Fannin. See tables for statistics. 

COLORADO 

^Is bounded on the North by Austin and Fayette; East by Austin an^ 
Wharton; South by Wharton and Lavaca; West by Lavaca and Fayette. 
The Colorado runs through the centre of this county, with a number of small 
tributaries from the county. The water for drinking purposes is poor. The 
surface is undulating, about one half covered with post and live oak. The 
soil away from the river is sandy ; on the river it is very rich and produc- 
tive. There is an abundance of peaches, though little of any other fruit, as 
yet; health is very good, the river bottoms being generally high, and dry; 
there are as yet but few well established churches and schools. Lavaca has 
hitherto been the seaport and market, being distant some 100 miles from 
Columbus, the County Seat. The recent construction of the B. B., B. & C. R. 
R. has a tendency to draw the trade by way of Richmond and Harrisburg, to 
Galveston ; this road is now in rapid construction to Columbus, little hope 
being placed upon the Colorado as a highway. This county was created 
December 20th, 1836, from the Municipality of the same name. For statis- 
tics see tables. 

COMAL 

Is bounded on the North by Hays and Gillespie; East, by Hays and Guad- 
alupe; South, by Guadalupe and Bexar; West, by Kerr, Bexar and Gillespie, 
the Guadalupe, with many tributaries flowing into it as it rolls through the 
<£<entre of this county; the CiboJo skirting its northern boundary. For drink- 
ing and stock purposes, water is abundant and most excellent; the surface is 
rolling, and even mountainous in parts, about one-third supplied with scrubby 
live oak and mezquit; the soil is excellent in the valleys, but good for noth- 
ing besides grazing elsewhere. In the valley land, the peach, pear, grape and 
other fruits have be'en successfully cultivated. Health is excellent. In the towns 
some attention is paid to churches and schools Lavaca is both the seaport 
and market, being some 150 miles distant from New Braunfels, which is the 
County Seat and principal town in the county, located in the rich valley of 
Guadalupe. The county was originally settled by a colony from Gel-many, 
and was created March 24th, 1848. from Bexar and Travis counties. For 
statistics see tables. 

COMANCHE 

Is bounded on the North by Erath and the unorganized territory North 
af Pecan Bayou ; East, by Bosque and Coryell ; South by Coryell and Lampasas; 
West by Brown coimty. The Leon flows through it, with a few tributaries. For 
drinking and stock purposes the water is excellent. The surface is undulating, 
about one-third supplied with post-oak, elm, hackberry and ash In the bottoms 
the soil is excellent, elsewhere diy and poor. The seaport and market will be 
Lavaca, distant from Camden, its County Seat, some 310 miles. The S. P. E. E. 
will pass along its northern point. This county was created in 1856, and it is too 
new to occupy as yet more than a small place in any notice of Texas. Taken 
from Coryell and Bosque. For Statistics see tables. 

COOKE 

Is bounded on the North by Red River, separating it from the Medina territoiy ; 
East, by Denton and Grayson ; West, by Young and the Fannin Land District , 
South, by Wise and Parker. Besides Red River, a number of small stream rise in 
it, tributaiy to the Trinity, furnishing a tolerably well watered territory. For 
drinking purposes, the water is only tolerable. The surface is undulating, ons- 
"^ourth supplied with a growth of post oak and elm. The soil is the black prairie 
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earth, very productive for grains suited to that latitude. Fruits are quite 
abundant. Health is not better in any county in the State. Schools are numer- 
ous and well sustained. The church membership in this county is said to bear 
a larger proportion than in any other county. Galveston is the seaport, distant 
from Gainsville, the County Seat, some 375 miles. Jefferson is also a market, be- 
ing some 135 miles nearer. Transportation is by ox-teams. This county was 
created March 20th, 1848, from Fannin county. 

CORYELL 

Is bounded North by McLennan, Sosque and Comanche ; East by McLennan 
and Ellis ; South by Ellis and Lampasas ; West by Comanche and Lampasas. 
The Leon jQlows through it, into which flow a number of tributary streams within 
the coimty. The water is pure and healthful. The surface of this county is 
rolling ; about one- third supplied with live and post oak. The soil in the val- 
leys is of a dark, rich loam. The Peach has been successfully introduced. 
Health is good. As yet, churches and schools are scarce. Galveston is the sea- 
port, distant from Gatesville, the County Seat, some 270 miles. Houston is the 
market. The Southern Pacific Railroad will run some thirty miles from its 
Northern line. This county was created February 4th, 1854, and taken from 
Bell coimty. 

DALLAS. 

[Fwrnislied ly J. L. Th4.ep.] 
The products of this county are wheat, rye, oats, barley, sweet potatoes, cfec. 
Average crop of wheat, fifteen to twenty bushels to the acre ; corn about twenty 
bushels; oats and rye do well; potatoes yield one hundred bushels to the acre. 
Improved land is worth from $5 to $15 per acre— unimproved $1 50 to |5. Lands 
that have been in cultivation 12 or 14 years produce now as well as ever, and pro- 
duce corn and wheat better than at first. The soil is generally black and roHino-, 
some being mixed with sand. Average price of cattle, $6 per head for a stock ; 
single cow and calf $12 or $15 ; work cattle $40 to |65 per yoke; horses $75 to 
$126; sheep $2 50 to $3. Cattle and mules are raised without trouble. A mule at 
weaning is worth $30 to $35. Sheep yield 4 lbs. of wool per annum, worth 25c. per 
lb. Sheep do well, requiring onl^ to be herded at night, to be protected from the 
wolves. A wheat or rye pasture m the winter makes them do better. The only 
fruit is peaches, and these are very fine and plenty in good seasons, though this 
year there are none. Dallas, Lancaster and Cedar Hill are the principal towns. 
There is a French town near Dallas. Dallas is some fifteen years old, with a 
population of about 400, and bids fair to become a considerable inland town. 
Flour is largely manufactured in Dallas, and there is one fine flouring mill in 
Lancaster. Dallas is watered by the Trinity river, East Fork, White Rock, Ten 
Mile, Five Mile and Duck creeks. The coimty is high and rolHng. There is no 
hard limestone. Gx- teams are, as yet, our only means of transportation, though 
we are looking for the Houston Railroad to reach us before long. Emigrants 
come here by the overland route across Red River. Our building lumber is ash, 
Cottonwood, elm, spotted oak and post oak, and is abundant on the Trinity, the 
price being from $1 25 to $2 50 per 100 feet. There are in the county, four steam 
grist mills, and three steam saw mills, with eight or ten saw mills and seven or 
eight grist mills, propelled by water power ; also, several horse miDs. Our pine 
lumber is hauled from Eastern Texas, a distance of about 100 milos, price $2 50 
per 100 feet. Fine brick are made here. There are some bois d'arc hedges. The 
currency of Dallas is gold, and silver almost exclusively. The usual interest is 
12 per cent. ; sometimes 20. The water used for drinking is from springs, wells 
and cisterns. Stock water is, in some parts, abundant, and in others scarce. The 
dews are usually heavy, and honey dews occur sometimes. It does not often 
snow here. Ice is often one-half to two inches thick. The Chinese Suo-ar Cane 
is being tiled in this county with fair prospects of success. ^ 

DENTON. 

[Furnished hj Daniel Strickland, Assessor and Gollectm\] 
This county was created April ilth, 1846, from Fannin county. It is bounded 
4)n the North by Cooke and Grayson; East by Collin; South by Tarrant and Dal- 
las; West by Wise. It is watered by the Elm Fork of the Trinity, Clear Duck 
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Hickory, Denton and other creeks. There is a great variety and all qualities ©f 
soil; in a portion of the county, the black waxy, which is from two to six feet deep 
prevailing, while in the Cross Timbers section the soil is sandy and of varioits 
qualities, the best being a black sandy loam froni one-half to two or three fcefc 
deep, the foundation being clay. The prairies "West of the Cross Timbers have 
also a variety of soil, some being rich, black and waxy, with an undulating sur- 
face, while in other portions the soil is thin and rocky, the surface being brokesi 
and hilly. In the middle and Western portions of the county, as fine lands as 
there in the State, are found in the creek valleys, a portion being prairie ; valTife 
of improved land from $2 to $Y per acre. There is but little vacant land, whatr. 
there is, being of poor quality. Land, which has been in cultivation ten &t 
twelve years, shows no signs of exhaustion, but produces as well now as wheja 
&st cultivated . The soil appears well adapted to the raising of cotton, but osn 
ac<i0unt of the distance from market, it is not cultivated ; wheat and corn ar© 
the stax:)le products, the yield being from 10 to 25 bushels of the former, and' 
from 25 to 30 of the latter per acre, m ordinary seasons. Stock raising is an im- 
portant branch of business, there being from '^23,000 to 24,000 head of cattle, and 
some 2,000 head of horses in the coimty. Sheep are also being introduced, they 
requiring no feeding, and but little attention, save folding at night ; they arc- 
worth from $3 to $4"per head, are very prolific, but little subject to disease, their 
wool being worth 25 cents at home. *Hogs easily raised, but are subject to run 
wild, and many are destroyed by bear, or'fall into the hands of wild hog claim- 
ants. Bear are plenty, but not profitable, being very destructive to corn an^ 
hogs. The fruit consists of peaches, and a few young apple orchards, the exces^- 
sive droughts of the last three years preventing the planting of fruit trees. Prior 
to that time, as far back as 1845, the seasons were fine, there being an abundance' 
of rain, corn and wheat being raised in large quantities from fresh broken prairie^ 
which has failed during the last three y'ears to produce anything more thas 
melons, &c. There are three villa|res in the county, viz : Alton, the former 
County Site, Denton, the present County Site, and Pilot Point.^ Alton wa& 
founded some seven yeai-s since, and is now on the decline, there being only some 
half-dozen families there, with two stores. Denton was laid out in January last^ 
and now has a well built two story frame Court House, three stores, two grocex- 
ee, and a half-dozen families. , Pilot Point, in the North-East part of the coun- 
tv,'is beautifully located with a high, black, sandy prairie on the East, and Croee- 
Timbers on the West, was laid out three years ago, and now has three stores, one- 
saddlers', one blacksmith, and one cabinet shop, and a good flouring ox milL 
The inhabitants number about seventy. The first settlement was in 1843 or 1844. 
Among the first settlers were Hall Medlin and Charles, Mary, Willis and Lewi& 
Medlin, a family by the name of Eiggins— most of whom are dead, J H. Hol- 
ford John Waggoner, J. H. King— the two last dead, Jesse Eades, Wm. Jesse 
and'Pobert Gibson— all ahve, John and Daniel Strickland, and John Carter,, 
settled in the North part of the county, while Judge H. H. Dickson and sons 
settled in the East and middle, the others having settled in the South-East- 
There are no deaf, dumb or blind, and but one lunatic in the county. The total' 
amount of taxable property in the county is $657,720 ; number of voters in the- 
county. 503; number of children between the ao^es of six and eighteen, 957. Gal- 
veston is the seaport, and Houston the principal market. Distance from Galves- 
on to Denton, about 350 miles. 

DE WITT 

Is bounded North by Gonzales and Lavaca ; East by Lavaca and Victoria ; 
South by Goliad ; West by Goliad and Gonzales. The Guadalupe Eiver rune 
through the centre of this county, and into it flows a number of smaller streams. 
The surface is undulating, and covered with a small gi;owth of oak, elm 
and roulberry. The soil is sandy loauo on the high lands, and still richer in the 
bottoms there being no poor land in the whole county, except along the post o&lt 
ridges. 'Health is good. Churches and schools are well sustained. Lavaca is 
the seaport and market, being distant some sixty miles from Cuero, the County 
Seat Transportation is by ox- teams, though the S. A. & M. G. Kailroad i» 
expected to pass through this county. Created March 24th, 1846, from Gonzales,. 
Yiotoria and Goliad counties. For statistics, see tables. 
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ELLIS 

Is bounded North by Tarrant and Dallas; East by Trinity river ; South bj 
Navarro and Hill ; West by Hill and Johnson. Rich, black, stiff and loamy, 
undulating, rolling prairie, finely adapted to the culture of all kinds of small grain, 
as well ab cotton and com, and affording a superior range for stock, constitutes a 
large portion of the county ; the only timber found being upon the river and creek 
bottoms, which is ample for ordinary farm purposes, and consists of oak, cedar, 
ash, pecan, cottonwood, bois d'arc, &c. Lumber for building purposes is hauled 
from the pine regions. East of the Trinity. The county is well watered, except^, 
during remarkably dry seasons, by a number of creeks which flow through it 
and empty into the Trinity. There are a number of steam and other mills, ajnd 
one of the most extensive steam saw and grist milis in the South, rs now being 
established on the Trinity, by the enterprise of Col. McCray. Water generally 
impregnated with lime, but clear and cool ;. cisterns are used to some extent. 
Peaches, figs, plums, and other fruit flourish ; game quite abundant ; churches 
and schools well sustained ; market for beeves, New Orleans ; for trade generally, 
Galveston and Houston ; transportation by wagons, distant from Galveston about 
225 miles. The H. & T. C. E. R. will probably pass through the comity. Waxa- 
hachie, the County Seat, is pleasantly situated upon a branch of W axahachie 
creek ; the town is small but improving quite rapicfly. White population, abont 
3,500— mostly American. Created December 20th, 1849, from Navarro county. 
For statisticts, see tables. 

EL PASO 

Is bounded on the North by New Mexico ; East and South by Presidio ; West 
by the Rio Grande, containing the large area of 10,S00 square miles. The sur- 
face is mountainous, about one-fifth part covered with post oak, live oak and 
mesquit. The soil is dry upon the uplands, but red and rich in the valleys. Cea3 
is found in abundance, and there are indications of other and more valuable 
minerals. The hills abound in several species of grapes, and will doubtless be as 
Languedoc is to France, at some not very distant day. Health is excellent, the 
water and air being very pure. As this county lies on the line of the S. P. R. K., 
it ii* probable that San Diego, six hundred miles west of it on the Pacifie, will be 
its market. El Paso is the County Seat, on the Rio Grande. Created January 
3d, 1850, from Bexar territory. 

ERATH 

Is bounded on the North by Palo Pinto and Johnson ; East by Johnson and 
Bosque ; South by Bosque and Comanche ; West by territory not yet organized- 
It is watered only by small creeks emptying into the Brazos. The surface is 
gently undulating, about one-third part supplied with red and post oak, and a 
variety of almost every kind of tree, save the pine. The soil upon the uplands 
is suited only to grazing ; in the bottoms it is red and rich.. Health is good, the 
water and air being very pure. The trade of Erath, at least, until the completion 
that far, of the S. P. R. R., ivill be to Lavaca, from which it is distant some 220 
railes. No returns for 1856. Created August 27th, 1856, from Bosque and 
Coryell counties. 

FALLS 

Is bounded North by McLennan and Limestone ; East by Limestone, Robert- 
son and Milam; South by Robertson, Milam and Bell ; West by Bell and McLeii- 
nan. The Brazos flows through its centre, and it is otherwise watered by a rnvm- 
ber of creeks emptying into the Brazos. The bottom lands are exceedingly fer- 
tile; finely adapted to cotton and corn, which is produced in large quantities in 
favorable seasons, and affording an abundance of timber, consisting of oak of 
nearly all kinds, pecan, cedar, cottonwood, <fcc., for all other than building pur- 
poses. Cedar, however, is much used for this purpose. Nearly all the county 
away from the river and creek bottoms consists of rolling prairie, a large portion 
of the soil being a lich black loam, producing wheat and other small graiia 
abundantly, and aftbrding a fine summer, while the bottoms furnish a fine winter 
range for stock. Water, although slightly impregnated with lime, quite cool and 
kealthful. Health generally good. The county takes its name from the Falls ot 
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the Brazos, which are situated near its centre, the same being caused by a vast 
iedffe of limestone, which underlies a large section of country. Limestone, suitable 
for building purposes, is found in many places. Nearly all fruits raised in the 
South flourish, but are not generally cultivated as yet. Marhn, the County 
Seat, is situated some five miles East of the Brazos, upon a hard gravely prairie, 
bordering upon the bottom. The town is small, and most of its buildings of an 
unpretending character, the growth of the place having been somewhat retarded 
by litigation relative to the town site, it being upon a disputed eleven league 
claim. Port Sullivan is a village of considerable trade, located upon the west 
bank of the Brazos near the Falls, the prairie extending at this point to the banks 
of the river. During low water, the river is fordable at and above the Falls. 
The county contains a number of other small settlements. Saw and grist mills 
have been established. White population, 2,500~mostly American ; transpor- 
tation by wagons- ; markets, Galveston and Houston — distance from former about 
180 miles. The H. & T. C. E. E. will probably pass through the county. Created 
January 28th, 1850, from Milam and Limestone counties. See tables for statistics. 

FANNIN 

Is bounded North by Eed Elver, separating it from the Indian territory ; East 
by Lamar ; South by Hunt and Collin ; West by Grayson. It is watered by a 
number of small creeks tributary to Eed Eiver. The surface is undulating, 
about one- third part supplied with walnut, post oak, elm, ash, and many other 
varieties of timber, especially Bois d'Arc, which abounds. The soil is of first 
quality, prairie and bottom being both of deep black loam, and well adapted to 
all small grains, as well as cotton. Most kinds of fruit abound, especially apples 
and peaches. Health and water are excellent. Much attention is given to 
churches and schools. Shreveport is a shipping point, distant from Bonham, 
the County Seat, some two hundred miles. Jefferson is also a shipping point, 
distant from Bonham, about one hundred and fifty miles. Created December 
14th, 183Y, from Nacogdoches. See tables for statistics. 

FAYETTE 

Is bounded North by Bastrop and Washington ; East by Austin and Colorado; 
South by Colorado, Lavaca and Gonzales ; West by Gonzales and Bastrop. The 
Colorado flows through this county, and it is well watered by a number of creeks. 
The surface is undulating, about one-half covered with a growth of walnut, post 
oak, elm, ash and live oak. The soil is of the first quality, the prairie being 
chocolate loam, the timber land more sandy in the quahty of 'its soil. . The peaeh 
is very abundant. Health and water good. Churches and schools are well 
sustained. Both Lavaca and Galveston are the seaports and markets for 
this county — the former being about 125 miles distant from La Grange, the 
County Seat — the latter about 180 miles distant from the same point. There is 
much trade also with Houston. Transportation is by ox-team. Created Decem- 
ber 14th, 1837, from Colorado and Bastrop counties. See tables for statistics. 

FORT BEND 

Is bounded North by Austiu and Harris ; East by Harris and Brazoria ; South 
by Brazoria and Wharton ; West by Wharton and Austin. The Brazos river 
flows through the county, its 'windings making its course through it nearly^ double 
the distance of a direct line; its bottom bordering upon the river is some six miles 
in width, the soil being some twelve or fifteen feet in depth, entirely alluvial, and 
exceedingly fertile, and of a red and chocolate color— the former stiff, the 
latter loamy and easily tilled. The bottom is heavily timbered with a variety of 
oak, pecan, elm, ash, cottonwood, mulberry, wild peach, and numerous other 
kinds of timber of smaller growth. Vines of various kinds attain a large size, 
frequently forming a complete net work among the branches of the trees. Cane 
"brakes have been nearly all destroyed by stock. Eunniug nearly parallel with 
the Brazos is Oyster Creek, a sluggish stream containing during dry weather, but 
little water, above the influence of the tides. The lands upon this creek are un- 
surpassed in fertility and finely adapted to the culture of sugar and cotton. 
Away from the timbered bottoms, prairie alone is found, with now and then 
mots of post oak scattered over its surface, most of it being of a light sandy char- 
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aoter, but producing very well wlien cultivated. These vast prairies afford fine 
ranges for stock, stock raising being an important branch of the business of the 
oounty. The B. B., B. & C. R. R. completed to Richmond, the County Seat, 
affords a rapid and reliable mode of transportation to Harrisburg, on jBuffalo 
Bayou, and from thence by the bayou to Galveston, the principal market of the 
county — distance by railroad and bayou about 100 miles. The extension of the 
above road toward Austin, ma Columbus, is progressing quite rapidly. Rich- 
mond is a place of considerable importance, many of its buildings being of brick, 
of large size and imposing appearance. A large amount of business from Whar- 
ton and Colorado counties is done here, or pays tribute as it passes through on its 
way to Galveston or Houston. Institutions of learning are very well supported, 
the most prominent in the county being the " Frost Institute " and " Richmond 
Academy '' — the former being a brick building of fine architectural appearance, 
located upon the borders of a beautiful prairie, East of the Brazos, and a few 
miles above Richmond ; the latter is located in Richmond. There are also a 
number of churches in the county ; well water generally poor, and cisterns used 
to considerable extent ; fruit adapted to the climate, fiourishes finely, and peaches, 
figs, pomegranates, plums, &c., have been introduced; game of all kinds abounds, 
and during the winter the prairies are visited by millions of wild geese, duck and 
other water fowl. "White population about 2,500. Created December 29th, 1S87, 
from Austin county. Refer to tables for statistics. 

FREESTONE. 

[IwviisJied hy a Citizen of Freestone Qounty.l 

This county is bounded on the East by the Trinity river, which is navigable but 
a short time in the year. Produce is generally sent by wagons to Houston, 
distant 1Y5 miles. We have but few springs ; the water is purely freestone and is 
mostly obtained by digging. Stock water is not very plenty. Pine lumber is 
used for building, and is hauled about fifty miles at a cost of $2 00 per 100 feet. 
Fairfield is the County Seat, having a fine brick Court House, costing;about $12,- 
000. Our lands average about 1400 pounds seed cotton to the acre. Wheat grows 
Tery well. Gold and'' siver constitute our currency. The interest on debts is 
generally 10 per cent., but is higher on money loaned. The majority of our citi- 
zens are in favor of the present restrictions against banks. The surface of Free- 
st-one county is generally level and produces abundantly. 

GILLESPIE. 

{Furnislied' hy A. Erlenmeteb, and Mullee, P. M.^ of Fredericksburg. 1 

In this county there are 7,500 acres in corn, and SOO in wheat; twenty to twenty- 
five acres per hand are cultivated ; farms in the county, 375 ; white population, 
2,700 ; slaves, 102 ; blind, one person ; orphans, 25 ; improved land, 9,500 acres ; 
"Einimproved, 500,000 acres; value of improved land, $10 to $15; of unimproved, 50 
eents to $1 50 ; unlocated or pubhc land, 100,000 acres ; owned by non-residents, 
300,000 acres ; the oldest farms have been cultivated nine y«ears, and produce as 
well as at first ; soil generally a sandy loam ; in some of the valleys it is alluvial, 
and several feet deep ; there are 18,000 head of cattle, value $7 50 per head ; 1250 
horses, value |85 to $100 per head ; 2500 sheep, value $8 each ; 4000 hogs, value 
$4 each ; annual net increase of cattle, sheep and hogs, 35 to 40 per cent. Com 
is worth this year $1 50 per bushel ; wheat, $2. "Wild turkeys and patridges are 
abundant throughout the year, and ducks and geese in the winter. Buffalo, cat, 
trout, eels, &c., are found in the streams. Fredericksburg is the County Seat, 
founded in 1846. It has a population of 800, and contains seven stores, two drug 
shops, two taverns ; a large variety of mechanical pursuits are here followed. 
The public buildings are a substantial Court House, and four churches, witli five 
denominations. There are five public or free schools, with 250 pupils in all The 
rivers are the Llano and Perdenales with their brandies. No mineral springs 
known. Coal has been lately found within eight miles or Fredericksburg, thirby- 
five feet in depth, but whether it will pay to work it, has not yet been ascertained. 
Iron ore and limestone are abundant in the East part of the county. Most of the 
©ounty is mountainous, the highest elevation being about 800 feet. Springs are 
numerous and the water good. Stock water abundant, and the range good 
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throughout the year. In many phices the water is impiegnated \pith lime ; ia 
other phices it is pure freestone. Population 2800 : deatlSi last year 22 in the 
county, inolunding children. The military posts afford a market for corn and 
cattle; distant from 50 to 250 miles to the West and North-West. Our merchants 
get their goods from San Antonio and Indianola. This county was organized in 
1S4S, being taken from Bexar, and was settled by the German Emigration Com- 
pany. During the past eighteen months the Indians have given no tronble, 
though their depredations had been frequent for the three years previous. Fort 
Mason is in the North-West part of this county, and is partly supphed with pro- 
visions by wagons from Indianola, distant 250 miles. The Harrisburg Eailroad 
will greatly benefit this county when it reaches Austin. In 1856, the territory- 
North- West of this county was organized into the counties of San Saba, McCuf- 
loch and Llano, and they are settling up fiist. The country above comprised ia 
Fisher & Miller's Colony, embraces an area of about l,500,u00 acres. About one- 
■t^nth of this county is rich land, suitable for agricultural purposes, and the 
)»alance affords a fine sheep and stock range. One-half of the county is owned 
by the inhabitants and others, and the other half is still pubhc land. Cotton- 
wood, cj^press and oak are used for building purposes, of which there is a sufficient 
supply in some parts of the county. There are three saw and grist mills in the 
coimty, propelled by water- Pine lumber is also hauled from Bastrop, and is 
sold at $70 per 1000 feet. 

GOLIAD 

Is bounded North by Bexar and De Witt; East by Victoria and Eefugio; Soufck 
by Refugio and San Patricio and Bexar. The San Antonio Eiver flows through, 
and the Aransas upon its AVestern border. Besides these, a number of smaller 
streams irrigate its whole extent. The surface is level, and about one-fourfeh 
supplied with a scrubby growth of mesquit. The soil upon the prairie is deep 
and rich, and on the bottoms is exceedingly good. The Peach is almost the 
only fruit introduced so far. Health and water are alike excellent. Some con- 
siderable attention is being paid to education, specially in Goliad, the Counby 
Seat, where is located Arauama College, an Institution under the care of the 
Presbyterian Demonination. The distance from Goliad to Lavaca, the market 
and seaport, is some sixty miles. Goliad was formed December 2d, 1841. For 
-Statistics, see tables. 

GONZALES 

Is bounded North by Guadalupe, Caldwell, Bastrop and Fayette; East by 
Fayette, Lavaca and De Witt ; South by De Witt, Goliad and Bexar ; West by 
Guadalupe and Caldwell. The San Marcos makes a junction with the Guada- 
lupe about its centre, besides which it is well watered by a number of creeks. 
The surface is undulating, about one-third timbered, especially with ash and post 
oak. The soil upon the prairie is black loam ; in the timber more sandy. The 
peach is the chief fruit. Health and water pretty good. Great attention is paid 
to churches and schools, more than in most other counties in Texas. The 
distance from Gonzales, the County Seat, to Lavaca, the shipping port, is some 
one hundred and one miles. Gonzales was formed Decemoer 20th, 1836, and 
previously belonged to a Municipality of the same name. For statistics, se* 
tables. 

GRAYSON 

Is bounded North by Red Eiver, separating it from the Indian Territory ; East 
by Fannin; South by Collin; West by Cooke. A large number of small stream* 
rise in it, flow Northward and empty into Eed Eiver. The surface is undulating:, 
about one-fourth covered with elm, ash and post oak. The soil is of a dark 
chocolate loam, and is nearly all good Peaches, apples, and almost every kind 
fruit abounds. Health and water, with some exceptions, good, and these *wo 
things always go together. Much attention is paid to churches and schools. T^ 
distance from Sherman, the County Seat, to Shreveport, the principal port, is 2^ 
miles. Sometimes hauling done to Jefferson, somewhat nearer* Formed Marwi 
17th, 1846, fr.om J^lannin county. See tables for statistics. 
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GRIMES 

Is bounded North by Madison ; East by Walker and Montgomery ; South by 
Harris and Austin ; "West by the Navasota and Brazos rivers. It is well 
watered by numerous creeks, which empty into the Navasota, which unites with 
&he Brazos river, near its South- Western corner. The surface of the county is 
trolling, a large portion of it being prairie, rnu^h of the soil being rich black loam 
An abundance of timber, consisting of pine, oak, c^^dar. ash, and other varieties, for 
ordinary purposes, are found. The principal productions, are cotton and com:; 
wheat and other small grain, having been introduced only to a limited extent ; 
.siotwithstanding the soil appears finely adapted to their culture. Sprinp are 
aamerous, many of them being strongly impregnated with sulphur ; Kellum's 
Spring, about ten miles North of Anderson, the County Seat, being one of the -Quest 
-sulpher springs in the State. Houston and Galveston are the markets and trading 
?ooints of the county; transportation, by ox-wagons and H. & T. C. R. E. Game, 
I'rom deer down, abundant. Water is generally good, and health excellent; much 
has been done to promote education, and build up churches ; but little fruit 
besides the peach is to be found. Anderson is pleasantly and salubriously located 
apon a high ridge, which overlooks the county for miles around ; many of the 
buildings present a fine substantial api>earance, being constructed of brick or 
Mmestone, an abundance of the latter being found in the vicinity of the towa. 
White population near 4,500. Formed April 6th, 1846, from Montgomery county. 
For statisticts, see tables. 

GUADALUPE 

Is bounded North by Comal and Caldwell*; East by Caldwell and .Gonzales ; 
South by Gonzales and Bexar ; West by Bexar and Comal. The San Marcos 
skirts it on the East, the Cibolo on the West, and the Guadalupe flows through its 
<sentre. The surface is undulating, about one-fourth covered with live oak, post 
oak and elm. The soil is very good, prairie and timber. The Peach is the only 
fruit. Health and water excellent. The distance from Seguin, the County 
Seat, to Lavaca, the seaport, is some 140 miles. Churches and schools are 
liberally established, especially in Seguin, which is one of the most desirable 
villages in Texas. Formed March SOth, 1846, from Gonzales and Bexar counties. 
See tables for statistics. 

HARRISON 

[lumished hy B. H, Martin, of Benton?^ 

Is bounded on the North by Cass ; East py Louisiana ; South by Panola 
•s^nd Rusk ; West by Upshur, It is well watered by the Sabine and numer- 
ous creeks, which flow into it on the South, and Big Cypress and other creeks, 
which flow into the lakes upon its Northern borders. The surface is rolling, 
with some portions broken and hilly. There is a variety of soil, a sandy 
loam predominating. An abundance of timber is fonnd in every section, 
consisting of pine, cypress, post, red, white, and other species of oak, ask, 
•gnm, sassafras, mulberry, and other varieties. Cotton and corn are the 
:i3taple products, though wheat and other small grains, are raised to a consid- 
flsrable extent. Oorn is usually sold at $1 00, wheat %% 50 per bushel. 
Water freestone, and quite pure. Health generally good. Peaches, apple^ 
•plums, pears, and other kinds' of fruit are raised. Game abundant, consiat- 
ing of deer, wild turkeys, and ducks, which frequent the lakes during tb« 
^nter in vast numbers, while cat-fish, trout, bass, white, black, and yellow 
|)earch are obtained from the lakes. Marshall, the County Seat, is a pleas- 
jintly situated and flourishing town, containing many large well construeted 
public and private buildings ; schools and churches are liberally sustained, 
and much enterprise, refinement^ and liberality exist among the citiaene. 
Benton and Fort Caddo are shipping points upon the lake, with but i%yr 
mhabitants; about 10,000 bales of cotton are shipped annually from tboaa 
points, by steamers to New Orleans, the freight being from $1 50 to %\ '76 
per bale ; insurance two per cent. Shreveport is also a trading and shipping 
point for this county, an equal or larger amount of cotton being shipped mmL 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



TEXAS ALMANAC. 



freight received here, than at all other points. The distance from Marshall 
is forty-fives miles, Louisiana bank notes enter largely into the circulating 
medium, and the people appear friendly to the establishment of banks. Steam 
mills supply the county with good lumber ; mail and traveling facilities good. 
White population about 8,800. Created January 25th, 1839, from Shelby 
«ounty. 

HAYS 

Is bounded North by Travis and Gillespie; East by Travis and Caldwell; 
South by Caldwell, Guadalupe and Comal; West by Comal and Gillespie. 
It is watered by the Perdenalis, the Blanco and the San Marcos. The surface 
is rolling, in portions very hilly and rocky ; about one-fourth supplied with 
scrubby live-oak. The soil is encumbered with rocks, though valuable 
lands lie in the valle5^s. Health and water good. The distance from San 
Marcos, the County Seat, to Lavaca, the shipping port, is 149 miles. Formed 
March 1st, 1848, from Travis county. For statistics, see tables. 

HENDERSON. 

This county was organized in 1850, being taken from Houston and Nacog- 
doches, and the Countv Seat, Athens, was located in the Fall of the same year. 
The first settlement made in this county, was in 1846 ; T. Ball and S. J. bcott 
settled on Walnut Creek ; Mr. Godard settled Bufi'aio, a town on the Trin- 
ity; Chas. Sanders settled near Buffalo ; H. and J. A. Mitcham settled Wildcat 
Creek, in the 8"outh-West coruer of the county ; Dr. Adams and Wm. Hy- 
tower settled in the East end ; Judge Roberts presided over the first court 
ever held here, which was under the shade of an eak tree, near the centre of 
the county, which tree is still preserved. Mr. J. A. Mitcham, who gives us 
these statements, also adds, that on the Bluff on Cedar Creek, in the West 
end of the county, a number of human bones have been found, together 
with some guns, &c. ; this discovery was made in 1851. The surface is 
rolling and well timbered with pine, oak, &,c. ; the soil upon the uplands i& 
a light sandy loam, producing cotton and corn abuiadantly, during favorable 
seasons. Springs of pure water are found in all sections, and well water is 
generally good and cool. Although comparatively new, much enterprise 
has been displayed in the way of buildings, schools, churches, (fee. ; mills 
furnish an abundant supply of lumber at cheap rates. Galveston and Hous- 
ton are the trading points and markets. Distance from Athens to Galveston^, 
about 225 miles. 

HIDALGO 

Is bounded North by Starr and Nueces; East by Cameron; South by the* 
Rio Grande, separating it from Mexico; West by Starr. The surface is level; 
about one-tenth supplied with mesquit and chapparal. The soil is tolerably 
good prairie soil. Health and water are good. This eounty is too new, and 
the population too mixed, for the establishment, to any extent, of churches 
and schools. The distance to Brazos Santigo, the shipping port, is some 80 
miles. Formed January 22d, 1852, from Cameron county. The County Seat 
is Edinburg. For statistics, see tables. 

HILL 

Is bounded North by Johnson, Ellis and Navarro ; East by Ellis and Na- 
varro ; South by McLennan and Limestone ; West by the Bra_zos river. It is 
but poorly watered, except near the river, Noland's and Aguila creeks being 
the only ones of any importance in the county. Timber, excepting scatter- 
iaQo- mesquit, is confined to the river and creek bottoms ; the prairies are 
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rolling and a large portion of the soil black and rich, producing corn, wheat 
and other small grains, and furnishing a fine range for stock, except during- 
dry seasons. Health good; water slightly impregnated with lime and other 
minerals ; Galveston and Houston are its markets and trading points. Hills- 
borough, the County Seat, has made rapid progress since founded, and is 
now a village of considerable importance — distance from Galveston about 
2o0 miles. Fort Graham, located upon the river, is a trading point, doing a 
considerable amount of business with the country ISTorth-West of it. Being- 
a new county, but little has been done towards establishing schools and 
churches ; there is but little fruit; deer and smaller game are found, though 
not abundant; white population about 2,300. Formed February 7th, 1853 
from Navarro and Ellis. 

HOPKINS 

Is bounded North by Lamar , East by Titus ; South by Wood ; "West by 
Hunt. The South fork of Sulphur River flows through it on the North ; on 
the South a number of the tributaries of the Sabine take their rise in it. 
The surface is rolling, about one-half supplied with elm, ash, post oak, and 
especially bois d'arc. The soil has much sulphur marsh, but is very rich, 
both prairie and timber. Both water and health are but tolerable. Con- 
siderable attention is paid to churches and schools. The distance from Tar- 
rant, the County Seat, to Shreveport is some 160 miles, though hauling is 
often done to Jefferson, - which is still nearer. Formed March 25th, 1846,. 
from Lamar and Nacogdoches counties. For statistics, see tables. 

HOUSTON 

Is bounded North by Anderson and Cherokee ; East by the Neches river 
and Trinity county; South by Trinity county and river; West by the Trinity. 
Its surface is rolling, and in some portions broken and hilly, and a large por- 
tion of it covered with timber, consisting of the various kinds of oak — live 
oak excepted — pine, ash, cedar in small quantities, sassafras, mulberry, pecan^ 
hickory, black walnut, &c. There is a great variety of soil — black, red, 
gray, and sandy, being found in different sections. It is finely watered by nu- 
merous creeks and branches, many of them fed by living springs ; cotton, 
and corn are the chief productions, an abundance of the latter being- 
generally produced during the most unfavorable seasons, the price ranging 
from fifty cents to one dollar; peaches — the only fruit generally introduced — 
are abundant during favorable seasons, and attain great perfection ; water,, 
freestone, and back from the prairies bordering the river bottom, cool and 
pure ; health excellent ; transportation by river when navigable, when un- 
navigable, by ox and mule wagons; markets, Galveston, Houston and Liberty ; 
cost of transportation, from $1 50 to $2 00 per hundred pounds ; mail facili- 
ties excellent — five or six difterent lines of coaches and hacks centreing at 
Crockett, the County Seat; the citizens are public spirited, supporting 
schools, churches, and other public enterprizes liberally ; there are a number 
of saw and grist mills in the county ; Crockett contains a population of five 
or six hundred, buildings mostly of wood — distant from Galveston about 170 
miles ; Alabama and Hall's Bluff are the principal shipping points ; game of 
all kinds abundant ; white population near 5,600. Formed Juue 12th, IS^I , 
fipom Nacogdoches eounty 

HUNT 

Is bounded North by Fannin ; East by Hopkins and Wood ; South by Yan 
Zandt and Kaufman ; West by Kaufman and Collin. It is abundantly 
watered^ by numerous creeks and branches, which form the head waters of 
Sabine rirer; springs ai'e frequent; the surface is rolling, and in some sections, 
quite hilly, and very well supplied with post oak, elm, ash, bois d'arc, &c. ; 
^e soil is black and rich, both on bottom and prairie, producing wheat 
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and other small grains in perfection ; there are a number of mills, some oi 
which turn out an excellent article of flour, which is sold in the country 
South and East of it. Shreveport is the principal market, being distant 
about 150 miles, over 150 miles less than to Galveston; transportation, by ox 
wagons; churches and schools have received considerable attention ; water 
and health quite good ; peaches constitute a large portion of the cultivated 
fruit; Greenville is the County Seat ; white population some 3,600, which 
shows considerable increase within two years. Formed April 11th, 1846, 
from Fannin and Nacogdoches, 

JACK 

Is bounded on the North b}^ Cooke ; East by Wise ; South by Parker and 
Palo Pinto ; West by Young. It is but poorly watered. The surface is 
rolling; about one-half supplied with post oak, red oak and ash. Soil in the 
timber is sandy and poor ; in the prairie it is rich chocolate loam. Health 
and water goo'-l. The distance from Mesquiteville, the County Seat, to 
Galveston is some 350 miles. Houston will be also a trading point, in com- 
petition with Jefferson. There are no returns of the population or wealth, as 
the county was formed only August 27th, 1856, from Cooke county. For 
land statistics, see tables. 

JACKSON 

Is bounded on the North by Lavaca and Wharton ; East by Wharton and 
Matagorda; South by Matagorda Bay and Victoria; West by Victoria and 
Lavaca; The county is well watered by the Lavaca and the Navidad Rivers, 
as well as by other streams. The surface is level: about one- third covered 
with live oak, post oak and ash. The whole county is good soil, the bottoms 
especially being very rich. Health and water are good. The distance from 
Texana, the County Seat, to Lavaca is twenty-six miles. Created December 
20th, 1836, being one of the original counties. For statistics, see tables. 

JASPER. 

(We are indebted to Hon. Geo. W. Smyth for the following interesting 
historical sketch of old Jasper, and some of the neighboring counties:) 

When my acquaintance first commenced with the region of country, now 
embraced in Jasper county, which was in 1830, it consisted of a settlement 
of about thirty families, scattered from the Sabine to the Neches, and known 
as "Bevil's Settlement," from John Bevil, Esq., the "oldest inhabitant." Bevil's 
Settlement, was, at that time, separated from the settlement above, known as 
•the *' Ayish Bayou Settlement" (now the counties of San Augustine and 
Sabine) by a widerness of forty miles, and from that below, known as "Cow 
Bayou Settlement," by an uninhabited region of seventy miles. This county 
was included in the colony granted in 1829, to Lorenzo de Zavala, by the 
State of Coahuila and Texas, with the consent of the general government of 
Mexico- In 1830, it was organized into a precinct of the Municipality of 
Nacogdoches, with a "Commissario of Police,^' by Juan Antonio Padillo as 
Commissioner. In 1834, it was created into a separate Municipality by the 
name of the "Municipality of Bevil," and the town of Jasper, as the Seat 
of the Municipality, located under the authority of Geo. Antonio Nixon 
Commissioner of Zavala's colony. At the first organization of counties after 
the revolution, the "Precinct of Bevil," as it is called in the Constitution o^ 
the Republic, became one of them, under the name of Jasper. The countfr 
of Jasper at first included both Jasper and Newton, but was divided into two 
when the counties were re-organized under the State Constitution. Among the 
early settlers of this county, I may mention Messrs. John Bevil, James Ches- 
shnr Thomas Watts, John Watts, John Saul, Isaac Isaacs, and Hardy Pac«. 
All of these I think, emigrated before 1828 ; those who came subsequent 
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were regarded rather as " new comers ;" all these lived within a few miles of 
our present County Seat ; of these there are still living, John Bevil, Esq., in 
Tyler county, Col. James Chesshur, in Jefferson county, John Watts, in Polk, 
John Saul, in Walker, and Isaac Isaacs and Hardy Pace, in this county. In 
this reference to the early settlers, I have had nothing in view but the date 
of emigration. In this connection I take pleasure in bearing my testimony 
to the mtegrity — the great n::oral worth — of those early pioneers, a very few 
of whom I have mentioned. Rarely, if ever, have I found among an equal 
number of persons, a greater amount of all that is most valuable in the 
American character. Situated far in the interior, this settlement has never 
I)een subjected to the forages of the Mexicans, or the depredations of the 
Indians.'* 

JEFFERSON 

Is bounded North by Tyler, Orange and Newton ; East by Orange and the 
Sabine, separating it from Louisian'a ; South by the Gulf of Mexico ; West 
by Liberty county. At its South-Eastern corner the Sabine and the Neches 
empty into Sabine Lake, which is united to the Gulf by a narrow pass. The 
surface is level, and well supplied with pine and li/e oak. Much of the soil 
is swampy, and weD suited to the culture of rice. There is an abundance of 
peaches. Oranges have been successfully cultivated. Both health and 
water indifferent. The distance from Beaumont, the County Seat, to Gal- 
veston is some ninety-five miles. Transportation is by steamboat. This and 
the adjoining counties will be brought near New Orleans by the construction 
westward, of the New Orleans and Opelousas Railroad. Created December 
20th, 1836. For statistics, see tables. 

JOHNSON. 

[FurnuJied 'by E. M. Heath, Assessor and' Collector.] 

This county has about 200 slave, and 350 white laborers ; total voteije^ 
4:00; population near 2500; slaves 266 ; average price of improved land, aboirt 
^4 per acre ; unimproved $1 ; land owned by non-residents, 425,000 acres ; 
vacant or public land about 60,000 acres ; the oldest farms have been culti- 
vated six years ; there are three kinds of soil — the black or sticky, the sandy, 
■and the mulatto or gray soil — the two former are on a clay foundation, 
depth of soil from one to four feet, and the latter is on a limestone founda- 
tion ; there are 2,000 horses, average value, $56 ; 13,000 head of cattle, value 
$7 60 ; 1,000 sheep, value $3, and 4,000 hogs; the sheep yield an average of 
3-^ pounds of wool each, worth twenty cents per pound, and are raised sue- 

• cessfuUy, and with little trouble. This county is too new for fruit Th« 
wild animals are deer, antelope, turkeys and some mustangs. The towns ar« 
Buchanan, the County Seat, and Alvarado. Much interest is manifested in 
regard to schools, an<l the present public school law gives general satisfac- 
tion, and works well. There are ten private schools in the county. The 
Brazos river runs through the West part of this county, and Nolan's river. 
Chambers' and Cedar Bluff creeks head in this county. East of the Brazos 
the surface is rolling, and West of that river, it is very hilly. There a»e 

, .some vegetable and animal petrefactions. Comanche Peak is the highest ele- 
vation, being two hundred feet above the surrounding country, and Cadd* 
Peak rises like a potato hill, about 160 feet — the formeri s four miles West of 
the Brazos, and the latter in the West edge of Cross Timbers. This county was 
organized in 1854, taken from Ellis and Navarro. Charles E. Barnard, wko 
established an Indian trading post here several years ago, was among tke 
first settlers. Houston is the market, and Galveston, the seaport; distance 
to Houston 260 miles. Transportation by wagons, at a cost of $2 50 per cwt. 

" JThe county is settling up fast. Stock range good, summer and winter. 
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There are two saw and four grist mills, one by steam, one by horse and the - 
rest by water power. Prairie and timber are pretty equally distributed. 
The Brazos bottom in the East, and the Cross Timbers in the West, afford 
plenty of timber , but the people would gladly pay the cost of transporta- 
tion to get yellow pine and cypress by railroad. Good springs are scarce, 
but good water is obtained by wells, though sometimes the well water is so 
impregnated with some mineral substances, as to be unfit for use. Stock 
water is abundant, except in extreme droughts. The county is remarkably 
healthy, in general ;^ the most common disease, chills and fevers. Snow in 
winter is often six inches deep, and ice four inches thick. Fogs are very 
rare. This is a fine wheat county ; the average srop in fair seasons is fifteen 
or twenty bushels to the acre, weighing sixty to sixty-six pounds per bushel, 
and surpasses in quality any I have ever seen, and I have been raised in a 
wheat country, namely, Iowa. Our time of sowing wheat is from the 25 th 
of September to the 25th of October. The ground is prepared by first clear- 
ing off the corn stalks, and then sowing and plowing in the wheat with a 
turning plow, and finally rolling the ground ; fall wheat does best ; one hand 
can cultivate and harvest twenty acres in wheat, and nearly double tha^ 
quantity, if we had reapers and threshers. The railroad now progressing 
from Eouston is the one we first look to for help. The Southern Pacific will 
pass through, or near this county. 

KARNES. 

[^FurnUlied hy L. D. Cooz, Assessm' and Gollector.'] 

This county was created in 1853, being taken from Bexar and Goliad counties. 
It was first settled by Mexicans. The present population is over 2500. There are 
about 400 voters, and 400 children, between the ages of six and eighteen. There 
are _ about 200 slaves. The Indians commit some depredations by stealing, but 
their incursions are not frequent. Port Lavaca and Indianola are our markets, 
distant from 60 to 90 miles. Helena is the County Seat. This county is but 
slowly settling up, but generally with a good class of citizens. The surface of 
the count}^ is diversified. We have some valleys of sandy loose land, and also a 
black stiff mesquit soil in other ]Darts. The soil is for the most part very produc- 
tive, the chief products being corn and potatoes. Wheat has been tried, and is 
found to do well, and will soon be generally raised. The S. A. & M. G. Kailroad 
will pass through this county. There is very little vacant land in this county, 
but further West there are :^e bodies of good land for location. In this county 
there are about 50,000 head of cattle, worth $6 per head, and 2,000 horses, worth 
$25 per head. We have as yet but few sheep and hoffs, though they both do well; 
and sheep particularly are found to be profitable. The San Antonio river divides 
this county, and the Cibolo is in the West part. The Cleto and the Tonkaway 
are also beautiful streams, affording excellent water, and the same may be said of 
the Hondo, the Escondido and the Conquista . The county is rolHng and the 
scenery beautiful. No county surpases this for health, and the stock range is 
rarely equaled. 

KERR. 

[FarnisJied hy D. A. Eees, Glerh of GounPy Court ^ Kerr County.] 

This county was organized March 22d, 1856, being taken entirely from the Ter- 
ritory of Bexar. The first settlements were commenced in 1851 or '52. The first 
were Germans, and next came Americans, but now we have a majority of Ameri- 
can voters. The population is now believed to be about 1000, with from fifty to 
one hundred slaves. Our German inhabitants are mostly opposed to slavery, 'but 
the Americans are principally in favor of it. The Indians have not been trouble- 
some for the last few months, nor have they ever been as troublesome here as in 
»ome other parts of Texas. There is a military post in this county, called Camp 
de VerdCj (Camp of the Camels.) The soldiers obtain their supplies from San 
Antonio, except beef, which is furnished here at six or seven cents per pound. 
San Antonio is our chief market, distant about 65 miles from our Caunty Seat,-. 
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Eerrsville. The county is settling up very fast, and would settle up much faster, 
but for the present severe drought. We have not, however, suffered so much as 
many other places. We are making a tolerable crop of corn, though we had to 
plant two or three times to get a stand on account of the frosts. Corn, wheat 
and cotton are our chief products, but wheat and cotton have not yet been raised 
to but a small extent. The railroad from Port Lavaca to San Antonio will best 
meet the wants of this county. The territory West and North of this county is 
settling up. In this county there is but little good unlocated land. We have the 
best water in Texas, and many good mill seats, and more than an average of good 
lumber for Western Texas. A large portion of our lands are as good as Western 
Texas affords. 

KAUFMAN 

Is boimded ISTorth by Collin and Hunt ; East by Hunt and Yan Zandt ; 
South by Henderson and the Trinity; West by the Trinity and Dallas. It 
is watered by the Bois d'x\rc, or East fork of the Trinity, which flows 
ihrough its West side, and by numbers of creeks tributary to it; the surface is 
rolling, and the Soutli-Eastern portion generally timbered with a variety of 
oak, elm, <fec., while the North- West consists almost entirely of prairie, away 
from water courses, which are bordered by a scrubby growth of elm, and 
other varieties ; bois d'arc is found in large quantities, and of good size trees, 
attaining a growth of a foot and a half, or more in diameter ; the soil of the 
prairies and bottoms is black and waxy generally and a number of feet in depth, 
finely adapted to wheat and small grain ; large crops of corn are also made 
during favorable seasons ; there are a number of mills in the county ; G-aK 
veston, Houston and Shreveport are the markets — distance from the former 
about 2*75 miles; transportation by ox wagons; but little has been done towards 
establishing schools and churches; well water, more or less, impregnated with 
minerals ; cisterns used to some extent ; health generally good ; but little 
fruit, except peaches ; rail fences generally used ; Kaufman, the County Seat, 
is situated upon a higli prairie ridge, near the junction of King's and Brushy 
creeks ; the town is small, but improving ; white population about 2,Y00 — 
generally American. Created February 26th, 1848, from Harrison, 

KINNEY 

Is bounded Forth by Bexar; East by Bexar and Maverick ; South by the 
Eio Grande, separating it from Mexico ; West by the Kio Grande. Quite a 
number of creeks flow from the county into the Rio Grande. The surface is 
level, like that of Cameron, only having more timber. Health is good. 
Brownsville is the principal market, Brazos Santiago, the seaport, distant 
some 228 miles from Brackett, the County Seat. There are no returns of the 
population or wealth. Created January 28th, 1860, from Bexar county. 
For land statistics, see tables. 

LAMAR 

Is bounded North by Red River, separating it from the Indian Territory ; 
East by Red River county , South by Hopkins ; West by Fannin. This coun- 
ty is well watered on the South by the North fork of Sulphur River, into 
which flow many tributaries. The surface and every other feature is similar 
to that of Fannin, to which the reader is referred. Created December I'Zth, 
1840, from Red River county. See tables for statistics. 

LAVACA 

Is bounded by Gonzales, Fayette and Colorado ; East by Colorado, Whar- 
ton and Jackson; South by Jackson, Victoria and De Witt; West by De 
Witt and Gonzales. This^ county is well watered by the Lavaca and Navi- 
dad rivers, and their tributaries. Its surface and its features resemble 
those of Gonzales, to which the reader is referred. Distance from Peters- 
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burg, the County Seat, to Lavaca, the port, some 86 miles. This county was 
oreated April 6th, 1846, from Gonzales, Victoria, Jackson; Fayette and Colo- 
rado counties, For statistics, see tables. 

LIBERTY 

Is bounded North by Polk and Tyler ; East by Jefferson ; South by Galve&- 
tonBay; West by Harris and Montgomery. It is watered by the Trinity 
which flows through its midst, and a number of creeks and bayous; the surface 
is nearly level, a large portion of the county being prairie, which affords a 
fine range for large herds of cattle ; timber in the South-Eastern portion is 
chiefly confined to water courses, but in the North and West, an abundance 
of pine and other timber is found: the soil is rich and inexhaustible upon the 
river, elsewhere, generally light and sandy, but producing freely; cotton, 
corn and cattle are the principal productions ; Galveston is the market and 
trading point, except for cattle, large numbers finding a market in New Or- 
leans ; transportation by steamboats, which make regular trips, carrying 
freight at low rates; distance from Liberty, the County Seat, by river and 
bay to Galveston, about 76 miles; tide-water extends to Liberty; considerable 
attention has been paid towards the establishment of schools and churches. 
The town of Liberty has mcide rapid progress since the establishment of 
regular steam communication with Galveston, her business having more than 
quadrupled since that time, a large portion of the trade of a number of 
counties North and North-West being done here, or passing through on .its 
way to Galveston; a stage line connecte with the interior ; water and health 
generally pretty good ; peaches constitute a large portion of the fruit raised; _ 
game of nearly all kinds abundant; white population nearly 3,300, which 
shows considerable increase in two years. Created December 20th, 1836. 

LIMESTONE 

Is bounded North by Navarro and Freestone; East by Freestone and Leon; 
South by Robertson and Falls; West by Falls and McLennan. The Navasota 
Hiver takes its course in this county. Its general features are those of Falls 
county already described, to which the reader is referred. White popula- 
tion, 2,310; negro population, 721, worth $406,000. There are 1,928 horses, 
worth $107,540; there are 25,249 head of cattle, worth $157,960. Total 
value, $1,063,940. The distance from Springfield, the County Seat, to Gal- 
veston is some one hundred and fifty miles. Hauling is done to Trinity 
River whenever it is capable of navigation. Health and water are good. 
Some attention is being paid to churches and education. Limestone wae 
created April 11th, 1846, from Robertson and Navarro counties. 

LAMPASAS. 

The followin,o: description has been furnished in substance, by Mr John H. Huff- 
man, County Treasurer of this county. This county is hilly and mountainous, 
with the richest valleys in the world. The water being pure and healthful ; the 
range is good ; game is scarce, though there are some deer, bear, wild turkeys, 
ducks, &c. ; fish are in the greatest abundance, such as buffalo, cat-fish, suckers, 
&c. ; wild honey abounds. Almost three-fifths of the county is prairie. There 
are large bodies of limestone, suitable for building, and immense quarries of 
marble of various colors, and some admitting a fine polish. There is one salt 
spring, from which salt is now being profitably made at the rate of thirty-five 
bushels per day, by Col. Hardeman. We have more than a dozen sulphur, and 
several calybeate springs. More than two thousand persons annually visit what 
are known as the Lampasas sulphur springs, some from the remotest parts of the 
State. Some coal mines have been found m the county. Many are now building 
stone fences, though cedar fences are more common. Our building timber is haul- 
ed from Bastrop, at a cost of ^6 jmd $7 per hundred feet ; the cost of hauling 
from Houston is $2 and $3 per cvvt. The soil of this county is of a black, friable 
charaoter ; we have no stiff hog-wallow lands ; the valleys are generally sandy ; - 
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ibere are now two good flour mills in this county ; the soil is well adapted to 
wheat, corn, rye, oats ; potatoes and cotton are raised here successfully. ThiS' 
eounty is subject to sudden changes, but the air is pure, dry and healthy. There 
are a number of schools in the county ; in the town of Lampasas, the County 
Seat, there is a large school in charge of Mr. Sherman. There are but few 
churches as yet in this new county, which was only organized March, 185&. 

LEON. 

[Furnished l>y Messrs. Baekley and. Matteson.] 

This county was organized in 1846, The surface is rolling and generally tim- 
bered with pine, post, and other varieties of oak. It is watered by the Trinity 
and its tributaries in the East, and the Navarro and its tributaries on the West. 
The soil upon the uplands is a sandy loam, in the bottoms a rich black loam, 
producing an average of 800 pounds of cotton, and fifteen bushels of corn per acre, 
wliile sixteen acres to the hand are cultivated. There are about SOO farms in the 
county. Improved land is worth $6 per acre, unimproved $2 per acre. There 
are two steam mills, furnishing a scanty supply of pine lumber at $2 per 
hundred. Both well and sprine; water excellent. " There are four towns.; Cen- 
treville, the County Seat, Leon, Navarro and Cairo, the latter being the shipping 
point upon the Trinity, when the river is navagable ; Galveston is the seaport, 
and Galveston and Houston, the markets and trading points, the distance frona 
the former to Centreville, being near 175 miles. In addition to the above infor- 
mation, we have received from Messrs. Barkley and Matteson the following 
Btatisticts for 1857: Number of polls, 645; acres of land, 266.608. value $564,- 
856 ; town lots, 187, value $45,026 ; nee^roes, 1856, value $1,025,986 : horses, 2198, 
value $149,976 ; cattle, 21,742, value $153,230 ; money at interest, $26,492 ; mer- 
chandise, $27,075 ; miscellaneous, $78,675 ; total taxable property,''$2,070,816. 

LIVE OAK 

Is bounded North by Attascosa, Karnes and Goliad; East by Goliad and San 
Patricio: South by San Patricio and Nueces; West by Attascosa and Bexar. The 
Nueces flows through this county, swollen by a number of creeks from the coun- 
ty, and the Aransas skirts it on the East. The surface is level, ip parts undula- 
ting; about one-fifth part supplied with post oak and mesquit. The soil is a 
deep, sandy loam, very j)i'oductive. Water is scarce but good. Health is very 
good. The distance from Oakville, the County Seat, to Lavaca, its port, is some 
120 miles. This county was created February 2d, 1856, from San Patricio and 
Nueces counties. For fc>tatistics, see tables. 

LLANO 

Is bounded North by San Saba; East by Burnet; South by Gillespie; West by 
Fisher and Miller's Colony Territory. The Llano flows through it with many 
branches. The surface is rolling, sometimes mountainous. The soil is good in 
the valleys, but worthless upon the high lands. There are indications of mine- 
ral wealth in thi.s county, and remains of silver mines, worked long before the 
occupaoion of the country by Americans. Health and water are good. The dis- 
tance from Llano, the County Seat, to Lavaca, the Port, is some 253 miles. 
Created February 1st, 1S56, from Gillespie and Bexar counties. For statistics, 
see tables. 

Mcculloch 

Is bounded North by unorganized territory ; East by Erath and Comanche; 
the_ remaining boundary not yet defined. There are no returns frorc this county, 
which is not yet ori^anized. Its general features are those already described as 
belonging to Erath. Distance from centre of this county to Lavaca some 846 
miles. There is as yet no County Seat. It was created August 27th, 1856, from 
Bexar county. 

McLENNAN 

Is bounded North by Bosque and Hill ; East by Hill, Limestone and Falls : 
South by Falls, Bell and Coryell , West by Bosque and Coryell. It is well 
watered, except during exceedingly dry seasons, by the Brazos and its numerous- 
tributaries, which flow through it. Its surface is undulating ; timber principally 
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confined to the river and creek bottoms ; oak, cedar, elm, &c., are quite abundant- 
The soil of the bottoms is rich and inexhaustible, producing cotton and corn 
abundantly, while that of the prairies is to a considerable extent, a rich, dark 
loam, finely adapted to the cultivation of wheat and other small grains. There 
are a number of steam and other saw and grist mills in the county. Stock rais- 
ing constitutes an important branch of the ''business of the county. Markets and 
trading points, G-alveston and Houston ; transportation by ox wagons. The H. 
<fe T. C. K. K. will probably pass through or near the East part of the county. 
The citizens are generally enterprising, and schools and churches are quite liber- 
ally supported. W^ll water impregnated with hme; some few springs afford very 
pure water; health generally good." Fruit of nearly all kinds flourish, but peaches 
are the only fruit generally cultivated ; game of various kinds is quite abundant. 
Waco, an Indian name, is the County" Seat, pleasantly situated upon the West 
bank of the Brazos, containing a populaiion of about a thousand souls ; distance 
from Galveston, about 225 miles. White population near 4,000. Created Feb- 
ruary 22d, 1850, from Milam, Limestone, and Navarro counties. 

MADISON 

Is bounded North by Leon ; East by Trinity river ; South by Walker and 
Grimes ; West by the Navasoto river. It is watered by the. Trinity and its tribu- 
taries on the East, and the Navasoto on the West. The surface is generally rol- 
ling, and a large portion of it covered with pine and various kinds of oak ; small 
quantities of cedar are also found ; good lands are found in the bottoms ; away 
from these, the soil is generally sandy, and second rate ; mills have been estab- 
lished to some extent. Houston and Galveston are the markets ; transportation, 
by wagons, except when the Trinity is navagable. But little has been done as yet 
toward.s the establishment of schools, and the building of churches. Water gen- 
erally pretty good, but impregnated with lime and other minerals. But little 
fruit as yet. Madisonville, distant from Galveston about 175 miles, is the County 
Seat ; the town is small, the buildings being entirely of wood. White population 
near ISOO. Created February 27th, 1853, from Grimes, Walker, and Leon counties. 

MATAGORDA 

Is bounded North by Wharton and Brazoria ; East by Brazoria ; South by the 
Gulf of Mexico; West by Jackson and Wharton. The Colorado river flows through 
near its centre, with but few tributaries; Caney creek, or "Old Caney," also passes 
through the Eastern portion of the county, on its way to the Gulf. Lying 
between the Colorado and Caney bottoms, and West of the Colorado, are large 
prairies, the soil of which is light and sandy, except where bordering upon bottom 
lands, but* clothed with a luxurious growth of grass, affording a fine range for 
large numbers of cattle and horses. The Colorado and Caney bottoms are unsur- 
passed in fertility and depth of soil, which is of a red and chocolate color, being 
equally well adapted to the growth of cotton and sugar. Timber is confined to 
the water courses, and consists of live oak and other species of oak. pecan, cedar, 
hackberry, and other varieties: chief productions, cotton, sugar, ancl cattle ; prin- 
cipal market for beeves, New Orleans. Matagorda, the County Seat and port, is 
pleasantly and salubriously situated, a short distance East of the Colorado, near 
Matagorda Bay, upon the high prairie, which has a large admixture of shells 
as it nears the bay, makmg a hard and dry foundation. The town suffered severe- 
ly by the great storm of September, 1854, near all the buildings being blown down, 
but she has risen like a Phosnix, and now presents a better appearance than ever 
before. By the improvement of the navigation of the Colorado, (to accomphsh 
which, the citizens have subscribed liberally, her trade will be largely increased ;) 
schools and churches are liberally supported ; no better society can be found in 
the State ; the people generally throughout the county are well educated, liberal, 
hospitable, and enterprising. Well water, as in all coast countries, is quite in- 
different, and cisterns have been generally adopted ; health good ; peaches, figs, 
plums, pomegranates, and some other fruits are cultivated, though to a limited 
extent. Game of all Iduds is abundant, wild fowls visiting the prairies and water 
courses, in vast numbers, during the winter and spring. Distance from Galveston 
to Matagorda, about eighty miles. White population, about 1200 or 1500, chiefly 
Americans. Created December 20th, 1836, fiom -the Municipality of the same 
>name. 
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MAVERICK 

Is bounded North by Uvalde ; East by Webb and Bexar ; South by the Eio 
Orande, separating it from Mexico ; West by Kinney county. A few creeks flow 
from it into the Kio Grande, and the Nueces flows through it. The surface as 
well as all the other features of this county, are exactly those of Kinney, already 
described. White population, as well as amount of property, not known, there 
being no returns. The distance from Eagle Pass, the County Seat, to Lavaca is 
some 260 miles. The trade, however, is principally down the Eio Grande to 
Brownsville and Brazos Santiago. This whole body of country is destined to be 
covered with vast herds of cattle, being well adapted to this purpose. Created 
February 2d, 1856, from Kinney county. 

MEDINA. 

( We condense as follows from the statistics furnished by the Assessor and Col- 
lector : ) 

This county was created from Bexar county, in 1848. It was first settled by a 
colony, introduced by Henry Castro, from whom the County Seat, Castroville, 
receives its name. Mr. Castro founded his colony there in 1844. Its other 
towns are Quihi, ten miles, Vandenburg, sixteen miles, and Dhanis, twenty-five 
miles from the County Seat. Stock raising and the cultivation of com, are the 
chief pursuits of the people ; there are about 10,000 acres of corn in cultivation, 
and 100 acres in wheat ; the farms number 240 in the county, with- 104 slaves. 
There is no more trouble with slaves in this county than on the Brazos. The 
average yield of corn per acre, is thirty bushels, and fifteen bushels of wheat ; 
some little cotton has been raised successfully. The Indians give no trouble in 
this county. San Antonio is the market, twenty-five miles to the East of Castro- 
vi]le. The chief settlements, outside of the above mentioned towns, are on the 
Medina and Saco rivers. There are fiv^e churches, thi'ee Protestant and two 
Catholic, in the county; and also five schools, with 453 pupils, from six to eighte<3n 
years of age. The face of the county is rolling, and quite hilly in some parts. 
The chief timber is cypress and pecan, on the streams, and mesquit on the prairie; 
also live oak, post oak, and cedar. The soil is excellent, and the water good . 
There are 11,000 head of cattle in the county, average value $8 per head; the aver- 
age annual increase is thirty per cent. Sheep are not generally raised as yet, 
though Mr. Eoberts has a flock of 400 head, w"hich are now doing well. Peaches 
are thus far almost the only fruit, but these are veiy fine. In 1856, the total 
assessed value of property in this county was $344,230, and this year it is $424,- 
055, the increase being a little less than twenty-five per cent.; the increase of pop- 
ulation in the same time has been over fifty per cent. ; present white popiilation 
about 1300. There is one lunatic in this county. 

MILAM 

Is bounded North by Bell and Falls ; East by the Brazos river ; South by Bur- 
leson ; and West by Williamson and Bell. It is watered by a number of creeks, 
of larg^ size, which unite and form Little Eiver. The surface is rolling, and in 
many places black, hilly and broken ; timber, consists of a variety of oak, 
■cedar, ash, and other species, being principally confined to the bottom lands ; there 
is, however, an abundance for ordinary purposes. A large portion of the soil is 
dark, rich and productive ; corn and cotton are the chief productions ; wheat and 
other small grains are raised successfully. Water, more or less, impregnated with 
minerals, and frequently hard to obtain by digging; health generally good. Some 
mills have been established ; churches and schools have received some attention ; 
market, Houston and Galveston ; transportation by ox wagons. Cameron, is the 
County Seat, distance from Galveston about 175 miles. White population about 
3,000— mostly American. Created December 20th, 1836, from the Municipality 
of the same name. 

MONTGOMERY 

Is bounded North by Walker ; East by Liberty ; South by Harris, and West 
by Grimes. This county is well watered by the San Jacinto and its numerous 
tributaries ; the surface is rolling and frequently broken, and bountifully supplied 
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with a good variety of timber : pine, oak, elm, ash, sassafras, &c., being found in. 
most sections of the county. Steam saw mills having been established, excellent 
timber for building purposes is obtained at cheap rates. There is a variety of soil, 
the black stiff and gray sandy, are generally cultivated, and produce cotton and 
corn dnring favorable seasons, abundantly'; the sandy pine land is poor, and but 
little cultivated. Houston is the principal market and trading plac43 for the 
county ; transx>ortation by wagons, and the H. & T. C. K. R., which runs within 
twenty-five miles of the County Seat ; the G., H. & H. E. K. will probably pass 
through this county. Much lit^erality exists among the people, and much hae 
been done to sustain schools and churches. Springs are numerous ; well-water 
quit^ indifferent, being more or lees impregnated with lime. Fruit, but Httlo cul- 
tivated as yet. Game of all kinds abundant. Montgomery, the County Seat, is 
a village of considerate size, occupying an elevated situation, and contains many 
tasty residences, and other evidences of refinement. Danville is a small village, 
some fifteen miles North of Montgomery, its trade being from the surrounding 
country, which is rich and productive ; distance by land from Galveston to Mont- 
gomery 100 miles. White population about 8500, principally American, Creates? 
f)ocomber 14th, 1887, from Washington county. 

NACOGDOCHES 

Is bounded North by Eusk ; East bj Shelby and San Augustine • South and 
West by the Angelina river, which river and its tributaries water it. The sur- 
face is undulating, and in many portions, hilly and broken, and generally well 
timbered mth pine, the different species of oak, hickory, walnut, ash, gum, and 
numerous other species of smaller gi-owth. There is a great variety of soil ; the 
red uplands and dark loamy bottom lands, are preferred for cultivation ; the 
sandy lands produce very well, but are little cultivated ; cotton and corn are the 
chief productions. Saw and grist miUs, equal to the wants of the inhabitants, 
have Wn established. Now Orleans is the principal market, which is reached 
oi-ui Bed Elver ; hauling to the river, is done hj ox wagons. The G., H. & H. E, 
E will probably pass through this county, which will turn the channel of trade 
to Galveston. 'Churches and schools are hberally supphed. Water cool and 
Quite pure ; springs are numerous ; health usually excellent. Peaches and a few 
other varieties of fruit are abundant during favorable seasons. Nacogdoches, 
the County Seat, is one of the oldest towns in the State, being settled about a hun- 
di-ed years since, by Spaniards and Mexicans ; but small improvements, however, 
were made until Americans moved there from New Orieans, a few years later, 
when an arsenal and barracks were established, and the "old stone house," which 
Htill remains, built. Many tasty dwellings, with grounds adorned by shrubbery 
and ornamental trees, are found here. Society is generally good. Douglass and 
Mcarose are two small villages, supported by the trade of the neighboring country. 
White population near 8000, mostly Americans. Created December 20th, 188fi, 
from the Municipality of the same name. , r - x. ^ vt 

Since the above was written, Mr. M. L. Patton has furnished us wqth some 
additional information of this county. We condense as follows : Winter wheat 
^vArfljres fuUy fifteen bushels to the acre, but it is beheved that spring wheat will 
tiVld better • the average yield of cotton is something over 1000 pounds m the 
iiftd nor acre ; of corn twenty-five bushels to the acre. The number of slaves 
^^^604 valued at $934,392. But little vacant land. Peaches are the chief 
friiit The Court House is a \ery fine budding, and cost $12,000. There ie a 
^aro-e number of churches and numerous schools in this county. The currency ie 
dd silver, and Louisiana bank biUs ; this is the only paper. Droughts are 
P/^mrnon but this county never fails to make crops sufficient for its own wants, 
a^d to spare. Lands assessed in this county, 489,102 acres, value, $505,428 ; tax* 
paid in this county on property in other counties, $152,362. 

NAYARRO 

Is bounded North by Ellis and the Trinity river ; East by the Trinity ; South 
by Freestone and Limestone ; and West by Hill. It is watered by the Tnnity 
and a number of large creeks, which flow through it. The surface is generally 
rolling, and the timber, consisting of a number of kmds of oak,^ cedar, ash, elm 
feo is chiefly confined to the river and creek bottoms. The soil is dark, rich, mil 
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l.oamy, upon the water coui-ses, and a large portion of tlie prairie, finely a-dapted 
to the culture of cotton, corn, wheat, and other small grains, and furnisher 
an excellent stock range, large numbers being raised in the county. There 
are a number of steam saw and grist mills ; churches and echoolb very well 
supplied. Peaches, plums, figs, <fec., are cultivated, and apples could doubtleee 
be successfully raised. Water impregnated with lime, but quite cool and good. 
Markets, Galveston and Houston ; transportation by the Trinity river, when nav- 
igable, by ox wagons when otherwise— distance to Galveston about 250 miles; 
the H. <& T. C. R. E. will probably pass through this county. Mail facilitiejs 
very good. Corsicana, the County Seat, is pleasantly located upon the border of 
a rolling prairie^ near the centre of the county ; the town is of considerable size, 
most of the buildings being neat and tasty structures of wood. Lumber for 
building is hauled from East of the Trinity. Dresden, a dozen or more milps 
distant from Corsicana, is a small village of considerable trade with the surround- 
ing inhabitants. Taos, or Porter's Bluff, is the shipping point, and a place of con- 
siderable trade during navigation. "White population near 5300, which shows 
quite an increase within the last two years. Created from Robertson county 
April 26th, 1846. 

NEWTON 

Is bounded North by Sabine county ; East bv- the Sabine river, which separate 
it from Louisiana ; South by Orange ; and West by Jasper. It is watered by a 
number of tributaries to the Sabine- The surface is undulating, and generally 
well timbered with pine, oak, ash, gum, and other varieties. A considerable 
portion of the upland is poor and sandy ; the bottom land rich and produc- 
tive. But little fruit has been raised as yet. Water and health are good. The 
trade is down the Sabine, and to Galveston by small vessels. Newton is the 
County Seat j distance from Galveston about 150 miles. White population about 
4000, which indicates a rapid increase. Railroads, which will probably soon be 
constructed through the county, will do much towards developin^^ it^n^- 
sources. Created April 25th, 1846, from Jasper count5^ 

NUECES 

Ib bounded North by Live Oak and Nueces River, separiiting it from San Ya- 
teio and Bexar ; East by Corpus Chriisti Bay, San Patricio'^ and Lacuna del 
Madre ; South by Hidalgo, Cameron and Starr ; West by Webb and Bexar. A 
number of streams fiow from it into the Nueces. The surface is undulating and 
sometimes level ; one-tenth part supplied with scrubby mesquit. The soil is of 
nch sandy loam, very productive when there is a sufficiency of rain, and with 
early planting and deep cultivation very little rain is required * and the same re- 
mark applies to nearly all the western coast counties. The bay bordering this 
county is a most beautiful sheet of water, and furnisher a great abundance of 
lish,^ oysters, &c., of the finest kind. Both health and water good. Corpus 
Chnsti is the County Seat, from which there is trade to Lavaca and Galveston by 
schooners ; the distance from Corpus Christi to Lavaca being about 106 miles : to 
Galveston some 160 miles. Created April 18th, 184G, from San Patricio county 
See tables for statistics. 

ORANGE. 

This county was created February 5th, 1852. It is situated East of the Sabine 
nver, a short distance above its mouth. Along its Western border flows the 
Neches, whose waters enter the Gulf through Sabmc Lake. It is also watered by 
a number of tributaries to the Sabine and Nechcs. The surface is nearly level*- 
about one-half being covered with a heavy growth of pine, cypress and other 
smaller or less important varieties. A portion of the soil is marshy, and well 
adapted to the culture of rice. Stock raising is quite an important branch of 
busmess, beeves being driven or shipped to New Orleans, wa Sabine Pass. 
There are a number of steam mills in the county. V^ater aud health pretty ffood* 
Peaches, oranges and other fruits fiourish. The trade is principally with Galves- 
Wn, by way of the Lake and Pass, in coasting vessels ; distance about 120 miles. 
White population near 1 500, which shows a Uirge increase within two veare. 
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PALO PINTO 

Is bonnded Nortli by the Brazos Eiver, separating it froni Parker ; East by 
Parker and Eratb ; South by Erath ; West by unorganised terntory. A nnmber 
of streams tributary to the Brazos, water this county. The surfaee is undulating, 
often mountainous. The supply of timber consists in post oak, hye oak, and 
cedar, found in the bottoms. The soil is red loam, rich and productive every- 
where, except upon the mountain ranges. Health and water remarkably good. 
The Memphis and El Paso Eailroad will go through this county. The distance 
from Golconda,the County Seat, to Galveston is some 400 miles. There are no 
ofacial returns of its wealth or population. Created August 27tli, ibob. 

PANOLA 

Is bounded North by Harrison; East by Louisiaria; South by Shelby; West by 
Rusk. It was created March 30th, 1846. The^surface is gently rolling and well 
watered by numerous springs and creeks, which flow mto the Sab me m ^ts cou^^, 
toough the county. Inexhaustible quantities of pme are found ^^ ,^\\^^^^^^^^f^ ' 
black walnut, oak of neariy all kinds, aah, hickory and other 7^^^^^^%^^.^^^.^^ 
abundant. The soil is generally a sandy loam, its depth bemg ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
tnches, witb a foundation of red clay, or niarl, which appears o be of ne^^^^ 
c^mo ohar-icter as the red lands of Nacogdoches and San Augustme, and upon 
WifchaViuoved to be quite productive" The chief products are cotton and 
Srt tW whett and otier gr^ains flourish well. The average 7^?^^ P,^^^^^^^^^^ 
sSo pound! seed cotton, and twenty bushels corn. Reaches are abupda^t, and 
flourish finely during favorable seasons ; figs and plums are also cultivated and 
do will, and apples^ and pears could dou!)tless be raised. . As f^nv as thirty 
acrelper hand are frequently cultivated, but to do the land justice, o^lj^^^;^^^^^ 
the amount should beVtivlted. Lands which ^-^f^\f^^\'''^^^^^^ 
years, still produce well. Improved lands are worth from $5 to $6 ^ff ^'^Xl. 
Loved from $2 to $3 per acre. Corn is sold at from 50j;^^^^^^f^.f \^'^' three or 
lituated upon Mastin's Creek there are a number ot fine water ^^^l^' ^^^f ^^^.^^ 
four water, and one or two steam mills in other parts of the f ^^ ^ '^?;^,te linf be- 
entsteam mill has just been erected by Mr. Saturn, mimedia^^^^^^^^^^ 
tween Panola and Rusk count es, which is Bupplied with fi^\^\f ^f ^^^^f ^qq ^-Jet. 
making flour, &c. Excellent lumber can be had at from ^\*.?,^\;? ^^ Vo.th ST 
Elock raising'is carried on to a considerable ^'^^^^^'f hP nroCble beL- he^^^^^^^ 
i-^pr head Sheep are being introduced, and prove to be prohtabie, Deiii^ r", '.'"^^ 
Siol^^^^^^^^ taken care of. Wolves trouble them to ^-me extent but dog^ 

Sore They are worth $2 50 per head, wool 25 cents P^r pound. ^^^^ f ^^^ 
dant, consisting of deer, wild turkeys coons, ^qmrrels &c. ^^^^'/^^^^^^^ 
wild cats are also found. Well wat^r, of good ^^^^^^^^^^^,^^^^^'^,7^^^^^^^ 

Sefdeaoncecheri^^^^^^ npon the Sabine paving been nearly 

iwn^State. ^(5orn planting usually commenoes in f «]?"«? '«°''7r tie centre 

K-coX!^TtslXr=n^^"asreS^ '^^^^^^^^ 

01 rne counuy. xi.^ iuj.f q^,^.. ^.^^-i phnrches have received considerable at- 

nisted us by two gentlemen, residents of the county. 

POLK 

Is bounded North by Trinity ; East by f/l- j^f-^.^ySl'y'nTmero'/s 
Walker. The Trinity flows through it, and it is otherwiee y»«^ ^ abundant 
cre«ks and branches. , Springs are numerous, t^e -^f °f<^Xoken^and hillv. 
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and bealth as good as in any other portion of Eastern Texas. Churolies and 
schools are well supported generally. During favorable years there is an abun- 
dance <jf peaches, and some other varieties of fruit. The business of preserving 
fruit for market, has been commenced by an enterprising gentleman, D. S. Kelsey, 
at Cold Springs. The chief products, cotton and corn ; the market for the former 
being at G-alveston, by way of the Trinity when navigable, and Liberty, when 
not. Livingston is the County Seat. A substantial brick Court House has been 
recently built. Moscow and Cold Springs are villages of considerable impor- 
tance, the trade with the country around being quite large. Swartwout is the 
shipping point. Game abundant, deer and bear being the most valuable. Dis- 
tance from Galveston about 126 miles. White population near 8,500, principally 
Americans. Created from Liberty, March 80th, 1846. 

PARKER 

Is bounded North by Wise ; East by Tarrant ; South by Johnson and Palo 
Pinto; West by Palo Pinto. The Erazos flows through this county, and many 
of the tributaries of the Trinity also. Weathersfield is the County Seat. The 
surface and character of the county are those of Palo Pinto, already described, 
and to which it joins. Created December 12th, 1856. For statistics, see tables. 

PRESIDIO 

Is bounded North by El Paso ; East by the waters of the Pecos ; South and 
West by the Eio Grande, separating it from Mexico. The surface is rolling, often 
mountainous, having about one- tenth part of its area covered with a scrubby 

frowth of mesquit. The soil is good in the valleys, unproductive elsewhere. 
far, grapes are the only fruit, and these are found ii\ great abundance, and of 
various kinds. Health and water are excellent. Fort Leaton, on the Eio Grande, 
is the County Seat, distant from Brazos Santiago, the shipping port, some 950 
miles by water. There are no ofiicial returns of wealth or population. Created 
January 3d, 1850. For land statistics, see tables. 

RED RIVER. 

[Furnislied Inj A. S. Bakeb, Assessor and Collector.'] 

This county has 7,000 acres of land in cotton, 14,000 in corn and 20,000 in wheat. 
Average yield per acre, 1500 pounds seed cotton, "40 bushels corn, and 20 bushels 
wheat. There are 700 farmt, 2,060 slaves; white population, 6,000; two deaf and 
dumb. Some of the lands have been in cultivation thirty-five years, and pro- 
duce about as well as at first. There are three distinct soils — the deep sandy 
loam, the stiff clay prairie, and the pine barrens, with a light sandy soil, all hav- 
ing a clay sub-soil. The number of cattle, 14,758, value, $99,879 ; horses, 2,076, 
value, $128,557. Sheep and hogs are only raised for home consumption, though 
they do well. The fruits are peaches, apples, pears, &c. There are the usual 
kinds of wild animals and fish. The towns are Clarksville, the County Seatj 
Pine Bluff, Eowland, Eobbinsville, &c. Poxjulation of Clarksville, 700.' There 
are five Methodist and six other Prostestant churches. McKenzie's Institute is 
three miles from Clarksville, J. W. P. McKenzie, the principal, with seven assis- 
tants, and 210 students. This Institute consists of four frame buildings, forty by 
sixty feet, and two and a half stories high. It has a library and a philosophical 
apparatus, and most of the higher branches are taught. Clarksville Female In- 
stitute is in charge of Mrs. E, Gibson as principal, and four or five assistant 
teachers. There are sixty pupils, and two large one- story buildings. Clarksville 
Commercial Law School is in charge of Eev. John Anderson, A. M., as principal, 
with three apsistant teachers. There are three frame buildings for this school, 
which has eighty- two students. This county is bounded by Eed Eiver on the 
North, and South by Sulphur, and has three bayous i-unnins: through it. The 
surface is undulating. John Stiles settled here in '1817. Wm.liumphries, James 
J. Ward and others, are among the early settlers. The market is New Orleans, 
by steam navigation; freight, $6 per bale for cotton; up freight, |8 per barrel' 
The Memphis and El Paso Eailroad, passing through this county, is partly sur- 
veyed, and contracts tor grading are taken. The county is settling up fast. 
The lumber used is pine of a good quality, worth $1 50 per 100 feet. ^There are 
seven saw mills in the county, cutting from three to five thousand feet per day. 
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Sail fences are general, though bois d'arc hedges are coining into use, and do well. 
One-fonrth of tnc county is prairie. Bank notes from almost every State in the 
Union are in circulation. Springs scarce. Stock water plenty. Cistern water ie 
used for culinary purposes. The county is healthy; the most fatal disease is the 
winter fever. Mean temperature in summer, ninety degrees ; in winter, sixty 
degrees. Snow sometimes falls to the depth of six inches, and ice is often five or 
j^-LX inches thick. 

EEFUGIO 

Is bounded North i»y Goliad- and Victoria ; East by San Antonio river and 
]£speritu Santo Bay ; South by Aransas Bay ; West by San Patricio and Goliad. 
The surface is level. Besides the San Antonio river on the East, there are also 
several other streams, as the Aransas, the Mission, the Blanco, the Medea, 
Chiltepin, &c. All these streams, except near the coast, are bordered by a variety 
of timber, such as post oak, live oak, mesquit, &c. Refugio is one of the best 
stock counties in the State, the range being superior, and the grass mesquit, or a 
"kind nearly as nutricious. Eefagio, the County Seat, is the principal town, which 
was formed under the Government of Mexico, in 1834, and is yet but a small 
"plac>e. Copano, twelve miles from Refugio, is an old Mexican port. There are 
but a few families there, and but very little business is done. Lamar and Black 
Foint are situated on the same bay, and when the back country is sufficiently 
settled, they will doubtless command considerable business as sea-ports. This 
•county has of late been settling up chiefly with stock raisers, but the disputed 
"land titles greatly retarded its settlement in former years. The health and water 
of this county are both good. The soil is generally of a loamy and rich character, 
th03igh there is considerable black, hog-wallow prairie. Along the extensive coast, 
there are many beautiful sites for residences, with the greatest abundance of flsh,^ 
oysters, wild fowls <fec. The distance from Refugio, the County Seat, to Lavaca 
is some fifty-six milas. Created December 20th, 1836. For statistics, see tablet. 

KOBERTSON 

Is bounded North by Falls and Limestone ; East by Leon and Brazos ; Souhh 
by Brazos ; and West by Brazos River, which 'flows along its Western, and the 
Navasota along its Eastern boundaries. Creeks are also quite numerous. The 
surface of the county is rolling, the bottom lands excepted, these being level, 
heavily timbered, and very fertile. C-edar, and the usual varieties of oak, are the 
principal and most valuable timbers. The soil upon the prairies is of medium 
•fertility, and but little cultivated, but aflfording a fine range for stock, large 
numbers of cattle, being raised in the county. Cotton and corn are the 
staple product.3 ; the bottom lands produce, in favorable seasons, from a bale 
to a bale and a half of the former, and from forty to sixty bushels of the 
latter per a^-rc. Markets, Galveston and Houston, transportation being prin- 
cipally by ox wagons. The distance from Owensville, the County Seat, to Gal- 
Teston is some 150 miles. Water generally impregnated with minerals, but 
quite pure, cool, and good. Health is very good. Schools are well sustained, 
and the inhabitants generally well educated, liberal, and enterprising. Owens- 
ville is finely situated upon a high, rolling prairie, and although but recently 
founded has a good Court House, a number of stores, offices, mechanic shops, 
iind tasty private dwellings. Wheelock, the former County Seat, is also deUght- 
fuUy situated upon the borders of a fine prairie, and possesses many neat buildings. 
The H. <fe T. 0. R. R will pass through this county. White population near 
2,500-^cbiefly Americans. Created December 14th, 183Y, from Milam county. 

RUSK 

"(9 bounded North by Upshur and Harrison : East by Papola and Shelby ; Soukh 
by^ Nacogdoches ; and West by Cherokee and Smith. _ It is watered by the Sabine 
id its tribatarics on the North, and the tributaries of the Angelma on the 
South- West. The surface is rolling and hilly, and is clothed with a heavy growfck 
if oak, pine, black walnut, gum, hickory, and other less ^P^^^^^^ 7^f ^^,f 
There s a variety of soil, the bottoms being a rich, dark loam, the uplands a gray , 
01 red sandy loam, aU being quite fertile. Cotton and corn are the staple pre- 
ducLfa bafeVf t?e' former, I J from SO to 30 bushels per acre of the latter bemg 
cSered a good crop during favorable seasons. Peaches and some other var^^ 
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taes of fruit are cultivated, the former being generally abundant. Steam and 
^ther mills are found in all sections. Considerable enterprise exists among the 
people, and schools and churches are very well sustained. Spring and well water 
are quite pure and cool. Health is very good. Mail facilities are very good. 
Markets, at Shreveport and New Orleans, the former being the shipping point 
©SI Ked Eiver, about eighty miles distant from Henderson, the County^ Seat. This 
is a village of considerable size, many of the buildings being of brick, and also 
3Qeatly constructed ones of wood ; there are also a number of small villages, sup- 
ported by the trade of the country surrounding thens. Game is abundant^nd 
•aaaily obtained. White population about 13,279— nearly all Americans. Hen- 
derson is the proposed terminus of the G., H. & H. K., which vnll divert the 
trade of this and many other counties to Galveston, when constructed. Created 
Jarsiiary 16th, 1848, from Nacogdoches county. 

SAN AUGUSTINE 

Is bounded North by Shelby; East by Sabine; South by Jasper, and the Ange- 
lina river ; West by the Angelina and Attoyac. The surface is rolling and well 
■watered, and timbered with forests of pine, oak, <fec. The soil is similar to that 
of Nacogdoches, already described. Cotton and com are the chief products. 
New Orleans is the market for the former, by way of Eed Eiver, Grand Eoore 
loeing the shipping point. Steam and water mills supply an abundance of lum- 
W of good quality for building purposes. Much enterprise has been displayed 
m the way of schools and churches. Water quite good, and health excellent. 
Peaches are the only fruit generally cultivated. San Augustine, the County Seat, 
is a very pleasant viUage, situated in the Northern section of the county. Staget 
from Eed Eiver, into the interior of Texas, pass through this town. Society very 
good. White population about 2700. Created in 1836. 

SAN PATRICIO 

Is bounded North by Aransas river, separating it from Eefugio, with feh« 
general character of which it is identified ; East by Eefugio and Aransas Bay ; 
South by Corpus Christi Bay, and the Nueces on South and West. San Patricia 
lis the Coimty Seat, and was founded by McGloin and. McMullen, who obtained a 
contract to settle a colony herein 1838. This county was created in 1836. For 
statistics, see tables. 

SAN SABA 

Is bounded North by the Colorado ; East by same ; South by Llano ; West by 
Fisher & Miller's Territory. Surface rolling and mountainous ; one-fifth covered 
with mesquit. Soil red, sandy and good, worth from $1 to $2. No improved 
land for sale. Health and water good. Distance from San Saba, the County 
Seat, to Lavaca some 220 miles. Created February 1st, 1856, from Bexar. For 
statistics,, see tables. 

SHELBY 

Is bounded North by Panola ; East by Sabine river ; South by Sabine and Sa* 
Augustine; West by Attoyac river. Our description of Nacogdoches will apply 
*o this county generally. Shelbyville is the County Seat. Created at original 
ereation of counl;ies in 1836. 

SMITH 

is bounded North by Sabine river : East by Eusk county ; South by Cherokee ; 
West by Van Zandt and Henderson. ' The surface is rolling, and in some sections 
broken and hilly, and well timbered with pine, oak, and other varieties, and 
watered by numerous creeks, the most important being Mud Creek, which take* 
its rise in the Northern portion of the county. The soil is similar to that of 
Husk, and products the same. Water quite pure, and health generally good. 
MiUs are abundant, furnishing a supply of lumber of good quality, at cheap 
rates for building purposes. Much liberality and enterprise exist, and school* 
and churches are well sustained. The trade is principally with New Orleans, by- 
way of Shreveport, the shipping point on Eed river, distant from Tyler, th* 
Ck)unty Seat, about 120 miles. Tyler is a village of considerable size, lotaW 
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near the centre of the county, containing a fine brick Court House, in which th^ 
District and U. S. Supreme Court are held, and a number of business houses, and 
private dwelhngs comfortable and neat in appearance. Society is generally good. 
Peaches, and some other varieties of fruit, are cultivated, and flourish vigorously. 
Game is abundant, and of nearly all kinds. The S. P. E K. is located 
through this county. W^hite population near 10,Y00— mostly Americans. Created 
April 11th, 184:6, from Nacogdoches. 

SABINE 

Is bounded North by Shelby and Sabine river ; East by Sabine river ; South 
by Newton ; West by San Augustine. The description of Newton county applies 
also pretty accurately to this county. Milam is the County Seat. Created at the 
original creation of counties. See tables for statistics. 

STARR 

Is bounded North by Nueces; East by Hidalgo; South by the Kio Grande; West 
by the Kio Grande and Webb. See Nueces county, the soil, water, climate, and 
topography of which are nearly the same as in this county. Eio Grande City is 
the County Seat, and principal town. Created February 10th, 184S, from Nueces. 

TARRANT 

Is bounded North by Wise and Denton ; East by Dallas, the description of 
which applies generally to this county ; South by Ellis and Johnson ; West by 
Parker. Fort Worth is the County Seat. Created December 20th, 1849, frorn 
Navarro. 

TITUS 

Is bounded North by the Sulphur Fork of Eed river; East by Ca-ss, the description 
of which is nearly that of this county; South by Upshur'; West by Hopkins. 
Mount Pleasant is the County Seat. 'Created May 11th, 1846, from Eed Eiver 
county. For statistics, see tables. 

TRAVIS 

Is bounded North by Burnet and Williamson ; East by Williamson, Bastrop. 
Caldwell and Hays; South by Caldwell; West by Hays and Llano. The Colorado 
runs through this county, and it is well watered by numerous small streams. 
The surface is rolling, and in parts mountainous, one-fifth part supplied with Uve 
oak, post oak, mesquit and mountain cedar. The soil is only tolerable in the 
uplands, good and productive in the bottoms. Health is generally good. The 
water in many parts is yqtj good, but is often impregnated with lime. Much 
attention is paid to schools and churches, and society is not surpassed in the State, 
Austin is the County Seat, and Capital of the State. For a description of tbi 
public buildings, &c,, ?ee other articles in this work. Created January 25th, 1840, 
For statistics, see tables. 

TRINITY 

Is bounded North by Houston ; East by Angehna ; South by Polk ; West by 
Trinity river and Houston county. The surface is undulating, and in some sec- 
tions rolling and hilly, and heavily timbered with vast forests of pine, which 
cover nearly all the uplands, while the bottoms are clothed with oak, ash, hickory, 
&c. It is well watered by the Trinity and its tributaries in the South- West, and 
the Neches and tributaries in the North-East. The soil away from the bottoms 
is light and sandy, yet producing very well; the bottom lands are, however, prin- 
cipally cultivated. The county being comparatively new, but little has been done 
in the way of schools, churches, fruits, &c. Sumpter, the County Seat, and only 
town of any size, is located near the centre of the county upon an elevation, and 
surrounded by pine forests. The buildings are of wood, saw mills having been 
established. The trade is with Galveston by way of the Trinity when navigable, 
and ox wagons to other points, when uunavigable. Game, consisting of bear, 
deer, wild turkeys, &c., abundant. Distance from Galveston about 160 miles. 
White population about 3100. Created February 1 1th, 1850, from Houston county. 
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TYLER 

Is bounded North and East by the Angehna river ; South by Jefferson and 
Liberty ; "West by Polk. It is well watered by creeks and tributaries to the 
Angelina, the largest of which is Big Sandy or Alabama. The surface is rolling 
and hilly, and heavily timbered, pine being the principal and most valuable ; 
ash, hickory, magnolia, and other varieties, are found upon the bottom lands. 
Cotton and corn are the principal products, market being Galveston, distant 
about 140 miles, which is usually reached by wagons to Liberty, and thence 
by water. Fruit, to a considerable extent, is cultivated. Churches and 
schools are very well supported. Water and health are generally good. Mills 
have been established, which supply the people with good and cheap lumher. 
There is an encampment of Alabama Indians upon the waters of the Big Sandy, 
numbering about 100. Wood^alle, the County Seat, is located near the centre 
of the county, in the midst of a grove of magnolia, and presents a neat and 
thriving appearance. Game abundant, the Indians subsisting chiefly upon it. 
"White population about 8,500. Created from Liberty, April Sd, 1846. 

UPSHUR 

Is bounded North by Titus ; East by Haraison, the previous description of 
which applies equally to this county. Gilmer is the County Seat. Created April 
27th, 1846, from Harrison and Nacogdoches. For statistics, see tables. 

UVALDE 

Is bounded North by Bexar and Bandera ; East by Medina, the previous des- 
cription of which applies equally to this county, save that the former is somewhat 
superior ; South by JBexar, and West by Kinney., Uvalde is the County Seat. 
There are no returns in regard to wealth. Created February 8th, 1850, from 
Bexar. 

VAN ZANDT 

Is bounded North by the Sabine ; East by Smith ; South by Henderson ; West 
by Kaufman. The surface is rolling and well watered. Timber for ordi- 
nary farm purposes is found in all sections ; post oak being the most valuable. 
The soil of most of the uplands is light and sandy, but quite productive. The 
bottom lands are rich and productive. But little has been done towards the es- 
tablishment of schools and churches. Fruit but little cultivated. Water and 
health are pretty good. The trade is principally with Shreveport, distant about 
one hundred and forty miles from Canton, the County Seat. White population 
about 2,000. Created February 26th, 1848. 

VICTORIA 

Is bounded North by De Witt and Jackson ; East by Jackson ; South by Cal- 
houn and Eefugio ; West by De Witt and Goliad. The description of Goliad ap- 
plies equally to this county; this county has, however, more timber and rich bot- 
tom land. Victoria is the County Seat, and is a place of considerable trade, with 
a fair prospect of having muck more by means of recent improvements in the 
Sruadalupe river, which "will, in all probability, give x^ermanent navigation to 
that town. Created at the original creation of counties. 

WALKER 

Is bounded North by Madison and the Trinity ; East by the Trinity and Polk ; 
South by Montgomery ; West by Grimes. The surface is rolling and well sup- 
plied with timber, consisting of pine, a variety of oak, ash, elm and other species. 
A large portion of the soil, away from the rich bottoms, is sandy and light, yet 
producing cotton and corn abundantly during favorable seasons. Most of the 
well water is impregnated with lime, and cisterns are being used to a considerable 
extent There are a number of sulphur and other springs found, the medical 
properties of which are considered valuable. Houston and Galveston are the 
markets and trading points. Transportation by ox wagons when the Trinitv is 
unnavigable, which has been the case most of the time for a number of years. 
Much enterprise and liberality prevail among the citizens, who are generally ^eli 
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©dacated, social and refined. Hnntsville, the County Seat, is pleasantly sitnated 
near the c^sntre of the county, and contains many substantial brick and frame 
biisiness houses, neat and tasty private dwellings and churches. " Austin Col- 
lege" and ''An<irew Female Institute," are located here ; the former being under 
the patronage of the Presbyterian, and the latter under that of the Methodist 
church. Both are in a flourishing condition. The State Penitentiary is here, 
the statistics of which will be found in another part of the work. Cincinnati 
and Tuscaloosa, distant about twelve miles from Hxmtsville, are the shipping 
j^oints on the Trinity. Distance from Galveston to Houston, 125 miks by land- 
The C, H. cfe H. E. R. will probably be built through this county. White popula- 
toon about 5000. Creat-ed April Gth, 1846, from Montgomery. 

WASHINGTON 

Is 'ix>anded 1^3o^th by Burleson ; East by the Brazos; South by Austin, Fayefets 
fi£id Bastrop ; West by Bastrop. The surface is imdulating and well watered, an^J. 
timbered with c^dar, post oak, live oak, ash, elm, and other smaller and less val- 
uable varieties. The soil is generally good, and produces cotton and com abun- 
dantly ; in f ct, no other county in the State is better adapted throughout for 
^farming pur ^.'oses. A lar^e portion of the lumber used for buiWing purposes, 
is hauled from the pine region of counties East. Brick are much used lor Widing. 
Oalveston and Houston are the markets, transportation being by ox wagons, 
and the H. <fe T. C. E. E. to Houston. Water and health are generally good. 
Much enterprise and hberality are displayed in the way of schools, churohe«i, 
public buildmgs, <fec. Fruit is abundant duringfavorable seasons. Brenham is 
xhe County Seat. Washington, situated on the Brazos, is a town of considerable 
aize and business importance. Independence, located in the Northern portion 
«f the county, is a very pleasant, healthy village. " Baylor University," and a 
flourishing Female Institute, are located here. Chappel Hill is also a village^ 
of considerable business, pleasantly situated in the Eastern section of the county, 
a few miles from New Year's creek. A branch Eailroad connecting with the 
H. & T. C. E. E.,isin contemplation, and may probably be built. White pop- 
■plation near 10.000. Created February 5tb, 1840. For statistics, see tables. 

WEBB 

Is bounded North by Bexar ; East by Starr and Nueces ; South by the Ei«. 
Orande, which, together with Maverick, bounds it on the West. We must refer 
to Nueces county, as regards soil, water, ifec, for a description of this. Laredo is 
the Cormty Seat, and is quite an old Mexican town on the Eio Grande. There 
lire no returns in regard to wealth. Created January 28th, 1848, from Nueeeg 
ocrjity. 

WISE 

Is bounded North by Cooke ; East by Denton, the description of which apphes 
equally to this county : South by Tarrant and Parker ; West by Jack. It is only 
tolerably well watered. Created Januaij 23d, 1856, from Denton and Cooke. 
Taylorsville is the County Seat. For statistics, see tables. 

WILLIAMSON 

Is bounded North by Burnet and Bell ; East by Milam ;_ South. by Travis; 
West bv Travis, the description of which applies equally to this county, save that 
the vallev of the Colorado, and the location of the Capital, add to the value and 
3mportancc of Travis. Georgetown is the County Seat, distant from Lavaca some 
::K)0 miles. Created March 13th, 1848, from Milam county. The San Gabriel 
waters tliis county, besides several other copious streams. For statistacs, m% 
t-ables. 

WOOD 

Is bounded North by Hopkins and Titus ; East by Upshur ; South by Sabine ; 
West bv Sabine river and Hunt Henderson county, already desonbed, contaun* 
features so similar as to obviate further description in this case. QiutmanisJ^ 
County Seat, distant from Shreveport some 150 miles. Created February m, 
1850. from Van Zandt. For statistics, see tables. 
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WHARTON 

Is bounded North by Colorado and Fort Bend; East by Fort Bend and Matagorda; 
South by Matagorda and Jackson ; West by Jackson, Lavaca, and Colorado. The 
surface is generally undulating, and watered by the Colorado, which flows through 
it, the San Barnard which flows along its North-Eastern border, and Caney, (Old 
Caney.) The lands bordering upon the water courses are exceedingly rich and 
productive, the soil being alluvial and of great depth, and well adapted to the 
production of sugar, cotton, and corn. 

TimW, consisting of live oak, post oak, ash, hickory, and some other 
varieties, is principally confined to the bottom lands, the whole county away 
from them being prairie of medium fertility. Lumber, for building purposes, 
is brought into the county chiefly from Galveston ; brick is also used to a con- 
siderable extent. Schools and churches have been established, and the people are 
generally well educated, liberal and ent-erprising. Galveston and Matagorda are 
the shipping points and markets. Wharton, the County Seat, is pleasantly situa- 
ted upon the East bank of the Colorado. The business of the town is small, but 
the improvement of the navigation of the Colorado will, probably, cause a large 
itncrease. White population about 1100— mostly Americnns. Created April 3d, 
184-0, from Matagorda Jaek*^on and Colorado CM^unties. 

YOUNG 

Is bounded North and West by Fannin Land District ; East by Jaek ; South 
jby Palo Rnto. The description of* Jack applies equally to this county. Belknap 
te the County Seat. There are no official returns of population or wealth Cre- 
aited February 2d, 1S56, from Denton and Cooke. See tables, for land statistics. 



(Having thus completed the particular description of all the counties of the 
State, as well as the most reliable data within our reaeh would enable us to do, 
we must now ask the indulgence of our readers, should they find errors or omis- 
sions, as doubtless they wiU, owing to the fact that, in this labor we have been 
onaided by any previous efforts of the kind. It will be seen that the informa- 
tion in regard to several of the counties is exceedingly meagre, and yet some of 
these rank among the best in the State. Our excuse is that we have not beeu. 
favored with any data by Assessors and Collectors, or others, in answer to out 
circulars. We hope to be able, another year, to make this part of our work more 
full and satisfactory. It will be seen that Galveston and Harris counties are 
omitted, but it is because we have had to wait for the commercial statistics. 
They will be found further on in this work.) 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

SOIL.— It may be observed in regard to the soil of Texas, that it varies very 
greatly. The size of the State is so great as to embrace within itself, all eleva- 
tions of soil, from the sea line up to 5,000 feet above it, lying over ten degrees of 
latitude. The temperature also varies considerably. Every species of soil, 
adapted to nearly every species of production, may be found in the State. The 
depth of soil over the State may be safely averaged at eighteen inches, and there 
is this in the soil, that it holds moisture for a long time. Even if Texas be 
liable to drought, it must be remembered that its soil stands drought better thfwii 
that of any other State. 

FENCING.— The rail fence is in universal use. Where both timber and laber 
are furnished, rails cost, say one dollar and twenty-five cents per hundred, upon 
an average. The mere labor alone would be about seventy-five cents to the 
;bundred rails. Vast quantities of cedar, for fencing, are found along the lirem 
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and creeks, and cedar rails once laid, last a life- time. Even the scrubby moun- 
tain cedar has been cut up by the saw, furnishing boards for cheap and durable 
fencing. Wire fencing will not do. Bois d'Arc is good in red sandy soil, such 
as is found in Northern Texas. "Walls of concrete have been proposed, but none 
put in successful operation. 

HEALTH. — Upon the coast good water is rather scarce. Cisterns, however, 
are being generally introduced. The yellow fever has occasionly appeared in 
some few places, "but in all seasons, save midsummer, and as a general rule, even 
then, health is very good upon the coast. Along the river bottoms, and in low, 
wet places, chills and fevers prevail occasionally. A little prudence in placing the 
residence high, dry and exposed to the wind, as well as care in the use of water, 
prevents the prevalence of sickness to any great degree. Upon the high prairies 
to the North, there is a tendency to pneumonia, and will he until the 'houses are 
built more with regard to comfort, than has been the case. Diseases are as mild, 
and as easily managed, and health is as good, to say the least, as is to be found in 
any State in the Union. 

TEANSPORTATION.— A vast proportion of transportation is done by ox- 
teams. The price varies according to the season of the year, and the condition of 
the grass, ranging from one cent to a cent and a quarter per pound per 100 miles. 

STOCK. — All the common kinds of stock are found in Texas, and in all parts 
of the State. Mast is found almost everywhere, and fails only about once in five 
years, consisting of pecan and oak. The annual increase of hogs and sheep may 
be set down at from one hundred to one hundred and seventy per cent. ; of 
cattle, from thirty to thirty-three per cent. In Connecticut, it costs twenty-five 
dollars to raise a cow ; fift<3en dollars in Indiana ; twelve dollars and fifty cents 
in Illinois. In Texas, it costs to raise a cow about what it does to raise a chicken. 
Murrain is almost the only disease to which stock are liable ; the loss from it and 
all other diseases being only about four per cent, at the utmost. It is rarely 
necessary even to salt the cattle, as salt liclsS abound. The laws in regard to 
cattle stealing are very stringent. Where labor in tending cattle is hired, it costs 
two dollars a day during actual labor. Sometimes a third, sometimes a fourth of 
the increase is given for tending. Stock raising is considered fully as profitable 
as any other business — often very much more so. 

W^ATEE.— By digging, water is obtained generally from twenty-five to thirty 
feet below the surface. Springs are very common, and in Middle and Northern 
Texas very numerous, and often remarkably copious. The dechvity of Texas, 
from North to South, insures a plentiful water pov^er in the interior, and locations 
suitable for manufacturing purposes, are without number. For stock purposes, 
there is generally an abundance of water. Even when many streams cease running 
in dry seasons, water is found in holes in creek beds, and over the prairies. The 
rains 'are most al^undant in winter and early spring. In regard to Artesian wells, 
there was one bored at Corpus Christi someVears ago. The boring was through 
sand and clay, to the dejpth of three hundred and eighty feet, when a mineral 
wat€r was obtained, which rose readily and plentifully to the surface. Sometime 
ago, a Joint Stock Company was formed, and an Artesian well is now being bored 
in Austin City by this Company— Mr. Cooper doing the work. The well is upon 
the eminence on Congress Avenue, near the site of the Old Capitol. Mr. Cooper 
furnishes the following formations, as having been passed through so far : 

Alluvial Soil, ___--- 

Common Limestone, ------ 

Blue Limestone, - - - - _ - 

Biturainons bed, saturated with Petroleum oil. 

Carboniferous Slate, - _ . _ 

Marble, - ------ 

Blue clay, with shells and pyrites, - - - , 

Conglornerate with flint and shells, - - - - 

Silecious Slate with pyiites,_'lime and shells, 

Total. __----- 269 feet- 



1 foot. 


18 feet. 


5S 




24 




9 




35 




62 




61 




1 foot. 
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The LedBlature of 1856, made an appropriation of $5,000 towards boring aii 
Artesian well in the Capitol Ground in Austin Under the s^Pf^^J.f^'J^.^i^f/^ 
Peterson, the work has reached a depth of one hundred and forty teet, tnrougn 
formations the same as above. 



STATE CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.— The "Act for the creation and support of a 
Lunatic Asylum," was approved August 28th, 1856. By this Act, the sum of 
^60 000 of the United States bonds, and the interest accruing thereon, is set 
apart and applied under the immediate direction of the Governor, Comptrol- 
ler and Treasurer, in the erection of a suitable building for a Lunatic Asylnm, 
which building is to be so constructed as to be susceptible of any additions 
which may be hereafter required. Under the requisitions of this Act, ttie 
Governor appointed three Commissioners to select a proper site tor the 
Asvlum they being required to obtain not less than fifty nor more than one 
hundred acres for the purpose, at a cost to the State of not more than five 
dollars per acre. The Commissioners thus appointed, reported as required 
by the Act, to the Governor, the selection by them of a site for the Asylum, 
in an elevated grove, two miles North of the Capitol, in Austin City. Under 
the requisitions of the Act, the Governor appointed Dr. Peri^, an ex- 
perienced physician of Austin, as Superintendent. The other pflicers will 
not be commissioned until the Institution goes into operation, which will be 
about the Ist of January, 1858. There are no Commissioners or Trustees 
appointed for the Institution as yet. By the Act, the Governor, Comptroller 
and Treasurer compose the building committee, under whose auspices a 
suitable edifice is to be erected. The Superintendent receives a salary ol 
$2 000 per anum. There are no returns by which the exact number ot lu- 
natics in Texas can be ascertained; probably the number bears about the 
same proportion to the population, as in other Southern States--that is, one 
to every fifteen imndred. Estimating the population of Texas at five hundred 
thousand, this would give three hundred and thirty-three as the number oi 
lunatics in Texas. 

THE ASYLUM FOR THE BLIND.— The "Act to establish an Institution for 
the education of the Blind," was approved August 16th, 1856. By this Act, 
the sum of $10,000 was appropriated for this purpose. Under the requisitions 
of this Act, the Governor appointed the following gentlemen as Trustees : 
Hon J Caldwell, Hon. G. W. Paschal, Judge P. J. Townes, S. M. Swenson, 
Esq and Rev. J. W. Phillips. Dr. S. W. Baker, a physician of experience, 
was 'appointed Superintendent, and Mrs. Jane Baker, Matron ; Mr. W. O. Otis 
is employed as Teacher ; Miss Octavia Baker, Music Teacher. The Trustees 
rented for the purposes of the Asylum, a suitable edifice about one mile 
North-West of the Capitol at Austin, affording accommodation for twenty-five 
pupils. The Institution is conducted upon the plan usual in the best Institu- 
tions of the kind, and went into operation January 1st, 1857. There are 
now five pupils. So far as can be ascertained, there are about one hundred 
and twenty blind persons now in the State, against sixty-one in 1850. Of 
these about thirty are proper subjects for the Institution. 

THE ASYLUM FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB.— The "Act to establish an 
Institution for the education of the Deaf and Dumb," was approved August 
26th 1856. By this Act, the sum of $10,000 was appropriated for this pur- 
pose! Under the requisitions of this Act, the Governor appointed the follow- 
ing gentlemen as Trustees : Judge Wm. E. Jones, F. T. Duffau, John B. Costa, 
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Esq., Dr. Litten, and Gen. Thomas J. Gre^n. Prof. J. W, Van Noetraad, a 
gentleman of experience in similar institutions in New York, was appointed 
Superintendent, and Mrs. Snyder, Matron. Other officers will be appointed 
as may be considered necessary. The Tnisteee rented suitable buildings for 
the purposes of the Institution, on the South bank of the Colorado, opposite 
Austin City. The Institution is conducted on the plan usual in the best 
Institutions elsewhere, and went into operation January, ISbl. There are 
now nine pupils in the Institution. There were forty-nine deaf and dumb 
persons in the State, in 1850. Probably there are now the same number 
SLS in Louisiana, the population being about the same, namely, one hun- 
dred and fifty persons. In addition to the appropriations in monej' made to' 
the above named Institutions, an Act was passed at the Legislature of 1856, 
setting apart one hundred thousand acres of public land toward the support of 
each of the Charitable Institutions mentioned, viz : The Asylum for Lunatics, 
tlie Asylum for the Blind, and the Asylum for tlie Deaf and Dumb. The same 
amount of land was also set apart for the uses of an x\sylum for Orphane, 
yet to be created. 

It may be proper to add, in connection with the subject of the Charitable 
Institutions of Texas, that a Masonic Lodge is found in active operation ia 
almost everj^ community in the State. The Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows also have numerous Lodges. The Sons of Temperance, and other Tem- 
perance Associations, are iound over the Stat^, in almost every neighborlviood.. 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN AUSTIN. 

THE CAPITOL, — This building crowns an eminence at the head of Co a 
gress Avenue, the main street of Austin. It is of the Ionic order of archi- 
tecture, ninety feet deep by one hundred and forty-five feet front. The 
foundation is sunk ten feet in the ground; the entire height from the founda- 
tion to the top of the dome is one hundred and one feet ; the walls are fifty- 
four feet and six inches high ; The dome is twenty -five by forty -five feet 
high, with tall nave and epire. The main entrance is by a flight of stone 
steps, thirty -five feet wide, with a portico supported by four Ionic columna 
The edifice is constructed of an oolite of soft white color. Entering beneath 
the portico, there is a basement story containing twelve rooms, twenty by 
thirty feet, and fourteen :eet high, on each side of a passage twenty feet 
wide, and running the entire length of the building. The flooi^ are of solid 
oolite marble, inlaid with hydraulic cement. Entering the second story, 
either by the portico or by a flight of steps from the basement, we find the 
Senate Chamber and Hall of the Supreme Court on one side of a wide pas- 
sage, the Hall of Representatives occupying the whole of the other side. 
The Senate Chamber is sixty feet by sixty feet, and thirty -four feet high ; 
the Supreme Court Room is thirty feet by sixty feet, and seventeen teet 
high ; the Hall of Representativee is sixty feet by ninety feet, and thirty - 
four feet high. Each Legislative Hall is provided with ample, but wretchedly 
constructed galleries, entered by another flight of steps, and on the same 
story is found the State Library Hall, thirty feet by sixty feet, and seven- 
teen feet high. There are twenty-eight doors, and sixty-nine windows ; 
fifteen semi- circular and ninety -eeven plinth arches ; sixteen fire-places ; 
fifteen small and four large Ionic columns. The roof is covered with tin, 
drained by copper gutters into two ample cisterns in the rear. The whoU 
building is protected by lightning rods. The arches, galleries and waUs are 
secured by clamps, anchors and bars of iron in the most substantial mannet. 
The total cost of the building was $150,000. Furniture, $25,000 more. 
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THE GOVERNOR'S HOUSE.— This is a brick edifice located upon an 
eminence on the West side of Congress Avenue, near the Capitol. It is two 
stories, having a portico extending along its whole front, with six Ionic col- 
umns and square roof. It is enclosed by a neat paling with graded grouodi^, 
and is a neat structure. Whole cost, $17,000, 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT.— Tliis is an edifice within the enclosure of 
the Capitol Ground, and in the rear of the Capitol, upon the West. It was 
built as the General Land Office, but was given up for the use of the State 
Department on the completion of the new Land Office. It is but one 
story, square roof, having a corridor iniiming through the building, with three 
rooms on either side. The appearance of the building is flat and uncouth. 
It is built of rough stone. Cost, |10.000. 

THE TREASURE DEPARTMENT.— This edifice is situated within ti« 
Capitol Ground, and to the rear of the Capitol, on the East. It is of the 
same material as the Capitol, being two stones in height, and entered by a 
flight of winding stairs through a portico into the second story. The base- 
ment is strongly vaulted. The Comptroller and Auditor have their officer 
in this buildmg, which contains some twelve rooms. It is square roofed, 
well supplied, as are all the public buildine:s, with ample cisterns. Cost, 
$85,000 

THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE.— This building stands outside of the 
Capitol, enclosed upon an eminence on the East side of Congress Avenue, and 
nearly fronting the Governor's House. It is built of stone, of a harder kind 
fehan the Capitol. It is two full stories in height, with semi-circular windows 
and high commanding roof. It contains fifteen rooms, connected with each 
other by corridors and spiral stairways. On account of its location ani 
eonstruction, it is much the most pleasing of the public buildings in apf?ar- 
maae. Cost, $39,000, 



ASYLUM AND UNIVERSITY LANDS. 

The last Legislature made an appropriation for locating and surveying- 
400,000 acres for the benefit of Asylums; and 22,265 acres, the balance ot 
the fifty leagues of the University lands, which amount is located m the 
following bodies : 

81,4Y8 acres, situated in Bexar Land District, on the Eastern waters of the 
Clear Fork of the Brazos River; 70,464 acres in Bexar and Milam Land 
Districts, on the North-Western waters of the Clear Fork of the Brazos 
River; 8,340 acres in Milam Land District, on a prong of Caddo Creek, a 
Southern tributary of the Brazos River, East of the road leading from the 
Caddo Peaks to Fort Belknap ; 5,592 acres in Milam Land District, on the 
waters of Duck Creek, a tributary of Hubbard's Creek; 198,341 acres m 
Milam Land District, on the waters of Hubbard's Cree^-:; 18,020 acre* 
in Milam Land District, on the East Fork of Hubbard's Creek ; 16,980 acre& 
in Milam Land District, on the Southern waters of the Clear Fork of the 
Brazos River ; 38,090 acres in Milam Land District, on the head waters of 
the Leon, a tributary of the Brazos River. Aggregate amount surveyed. •■ 
422,255 acres. 
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USTDIAN RESERVATIONS. 

The Legislature of 1854, set apart twelve leagues of land for the use and 
benefit of the Indians residing in the State. These lands are surveyed in 
two bodies; eight leagues on the main Fork of the Brazos, immediately above 
the mouth of the Clear Fork, occupied by the Caddoes and Delaware In- 
dians. The balance, four leagues, is located on the Clear Fork of the Brazos, 
about forty miles above the mouth, and is occupied by the Comanches, 
Both Reserves are in Young county. Maj. Neighbors is the United States 
-Superintendent over the Indians of these Reserves, and the remarkable suc- 
cess which lias heretofore attended his labors in efforts to civilize these In- 
dians, and reconcile them to agricultural and other industrial pursuits, 
must be, reserved for a future number of this periodical. 



INTERESTING UNITED STATES STATISTICS. 

The United States are composed of thirty-one States and nine Territories. 

They contain a population of 27,000,000, of whom 23,000,000 are white. 

The extent of the sea coast is 12,550 miles. 

The length of the ten principal rivers is 20,000 miles. 

The surface of the five great lakes is 90,000 square miles. 

The number of miles of railroad in operation is 20,000, which cost $78,- 
000,000. 

The length of canals is 5,000 miles. 

It contains the longest railroad on the globe — the Illinois Central — which 
is 784 miles. 

The annual value of its agricultural productions is $200,000,000. 

Its most valuable production is Indian corn, which yields annually 40,- 
000,000 bushels. 

The amount of registered and enrolled tonnage is 4,407,010, 

The amount of capital invested in manufacture is $600,000,000. 

The annual amount of its internal trade is $600,000,000. 

The annual value of its products of labor other than agricultural is $1,- 
500,000,000. 

The annual value of the income of the inhabitants is |1,500,000,000. 

Its mines of gold, copper, lead, and iron are among the richest in the world. 

The value of gold produced is $100,000,000. 

The surface of its coal fields is 138,131 square acres. 

Within her borders are 80,000 schools, 5,000 academies, 234 colleges and 
3,800 churches. 



ON THE INCREASE OF PROPERTY IN TEXAS. 

It will be seen that the slave population of Texas has increased from 58,- 
161 in 1850, and 105,704 in 1855, to 113,217 in 1856. This shows an increase 
in one year of seven per cent. The average ad valorem value has risen from 
$361 in 1860, and $505 in 1855, to $513 40 in 1856. Fifteen counties show 
a decrease in slaves, during the last year, say from June, 1856, to June, 1857. 
Some of these counties owe their decrease to emigration; others to their 
.nearness to the Rio Grande, over which many slaves escape, every year, into 
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Mexico ; and others owe their decrease, to the fact, that the county has had 
some other county organized out of its territory. The first and last of these 
causes will also account for the decrease in some counties in horses 
and cattle. Those counties that are blank, are such as either were not or- 
ganized at the date attached, or have not sent in official returns. Horses 
have increased from 89,223 in 1850, and 1'77,444 in 1855, to 189,355 in 1856. 
Twenty-three counties have decreased in this kind of stock. This decrease 
is owing either to the vast numbers exported, or to the fact that large droves 
have been driven North and West into a newer and more abundant range. 
Cattle have increased from 1,363,688 in 1855, to 1,610,700 in 1856; yet 
there is a decrease in cattle in twentj^-nine counties, and for the same reason 
as in the case of horses ; all which only establishes the superior excellence of 
the Northern and Western counties for stock raising. The largest increase 
in negroes has been in San Augustine county ; the largest increase in horses 
has been in Jefferson county; the largest increase in cattle has been in Re- 
fugio county ; in Washington county has been the largest increase of white 
population. The whole number of horses and cattle assessed in 1850 was 
750,852, valued at $5,222,270. In 1855it was 1,603,146, valued at $16,916,833. 
In 1856 it had increased to 1,800,055 head, valued at no less than |18,956,253. 
It will be seen also that the land assessed has increased from J?;l7",77'6,101 in 
1850, and $58,334,624 in 1855, to $61,863,202 in 1856. Tlie\verao;e value 
has risen from about 55 cents per acre in 1846, and $1 28 per'^acre in 
1865, to $1 41 per acre in 1856. Negroes have increased in value, from 
$10,142,198 in 1850, and $53,422,663 in 1855, to $58,123,340 in 1856. The 
aggregate taxable property of Texas has risen from $34,391,174 in 1850, and 
$150,000,000 in 1855, to no less than $160,427,793 in 1856, being an increase 
of seven per cent, the past year. Bearing in mind the unpropitious seasons, 
both in Texas and in other States, which have retarded the emigration to 
Texas, and the opeaing of new fields for the settlers in Nebraska, Kansas, 
Nicaragua, and elsewhere, the growth of Texas, during the last year, has 
indicated no slackening in its wonderful prosperity hitherto. 



METHODIST CHURCHES IN TEXAS. 

The first Methodist meeting, for religious worship, held in Texas, was in 
1830, at the residence of Mrs. Lucy Kerr, in Washington county. The ser- 
vices were conducted by her brother, Alexander Thomson, Esq., who had 
been a class leader and steward before he emigrated to Texas. These meet- 
ings were continued until the country was supplied with regular preaching 
Mr. Thomson and Mrs. Kerr still live surrounded by their children, their 
grand children, and their great grand children. In 1834, Rev. Henry Ste- 
phenson, of the Nachitoches Circuit, Mississippi Conference, made a tour 
of observation through Texas. He preached in various places, organized a 
small class near the Sabine river, and held a camp-meeting on Caney creek 
in Austin county. In 1835, another camp- meeting; was held in the same 
neighborhood, under the direction of Rev. J, W. Kinnev, assisted by Rev 
Dr. W. R Smith and Rev. Wm. Wedford of the Methodist, and Rev. Mr 
FuUenwider of the Presbyterian church. The Sacrament of the Lord's'Sup- 
per was administered to fifteen communicants. During the prayers of the 
meeting, a call was made for those who had previously been official mem- 
bers of the church, to assemble together to organize a Quarterly Conference • 
Mr. Thomson (named above) acted as Chairman and Mr. David Ay res, as 
Secretary. Messrs. Kinney, Smith and Wedford were recognized as local 
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Methodist preachers, and Mr. KiDney was requested to act as Pastor of the 
little flock. Mr, Kinney, Dr. Smith, and Mr. Ay res are still living. In 1837, 
the Methodist Missionary Society sent their missionaries to Texas, viz: Rev. 
Martin Ruter, D. D., Superintendent, assisted by Rev. Littleton Fowler, and 
Rev. Robert Alexander. Dr. Ruter lived but a few months. Ruter's Church, 
in Washington county, on the Brazos, has been erected on his mortal remains^ 
as a ropnument to his memory. Fowler too has passed away. Mr. Alex- 
ander, who was the first to work his field of labor, is still living — the effi- 
cient Agent of the American Bible Society. In 1838, Mr. Fowler was the 
Superintendent of the Texas Mission. In 1839, the Mission became a District 
attached to the Mississippi Conference, under the charge of Mr. Fowler, as 
Presiding Elder. In 1840, the Texas Conference was organized in Ruters- 
ville, Beverly Waugh, D. D., being the Presiding Bishop, and Rev. Thomas O, 
Summers, D. D., Secretary. There were then fifteen traveling and seven 
local preachers, 1621 white, and 230 colored members. In 1845, the East 
Texas Conference was organized ; there were then in Texas fifty-one traveling 
and sixty -four local preachers, 6,117 white, and 1,005 colored members. This 
year a German Mission was commenced in Galveston. In 1850, there were 
74 traveling and 144 local preachers, and 8,662 white, and 1,462 colored 
members. The Methodist statistical reports do not include the church build- 
in2;s. According to the United States census report for 1850, the Methodists 
had in Texas, 1*73 churches, valued at $58,195, capable of accommodating 
34,085 worshipers. It is probable that the number and value of our churches 
have more than douTt)led since that time. The largest increase in our church 
membership in anyori'e year, was in 1855; in the East Texas Conference 3,004, 
and in the Texas Conference 3,564, making the total increase that year 6,568. 
At the clo-se of the year 1856, there were in the East Texas Conference, TO 
traveling and 154 local preachers, 12,627 white, and 2,043 colored members. 
In the Texas Conference, 100 traveling and 155 local preachers, 10,422 white 
and 3,212 colored members; total number of members and ministers, 28,783. 
This included a German Presiding Elder's District, with twelve missionaries, 
and upwards of 500 members. The Methodists have two periodicals in 
Texas, both published in Galveston. The Texas Christian Advocate hap a 
circulation of between four and five thousand, and the German Apologist, 
of about fifteen hundred. The following institutions of learning are under 
the patronae^e and control of the Conferences: In the West, Soule Univer- 
sity at Chappell Hill, Andrew Female College at Huntsville, Paine Female 
Institute at Go'liad, Bastrop Male and Female Academy, and Waco Female 
College ; in the East, McKenzie's Institute, near Clarksville, Fowler Institute 
at He'nderson, Starrville Female College, Gillmer Female College, and Paris 
Female Institute. H- S. T. 



TEXAS COAST SURVEY— BARS— BAYS— LIGHT- 
HOUSES/ &:c. 

We are indebted to Lieutenant W. H, Stevens for the following condensed 
information from official reports made to the Government: 

The coast of Texas has been surveyed to Pass Cavallo and Matagorda Bay. 
The survey of Galveston Bar and Bay is completed. Preliminary surveys of 
Sabine, Aransas and PJo Grande Bars have been made. 

BARS. — Sabine Bar has a mean depth of five feet, but being very soft, 
eight to nine feet can be taken by a steamer. This bar does not shift. Gal- 
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Teston Bar has a depth of ten to thirteen feet water ; eleven and a half as a^. 
mean ; bar permanent. Pass Cavallo Bar is shifting, and varies from, eight 
to ten feet. In 1855, after the gale of 1854, it was as good as Galveston Bar. 
Aransas Bar has from six to eight feet water; it has heen reported as high a& 
eleven feet, but for limited periods ; shifts very often. Brazos St. lago hae;. 
about six to nine feet, which is the range of water; changes frequently. 
Mouth of the Rio Grande has a depth of five feet, only accommodating 
river boats and small traders. 

HARBORS.— Sabine River harbor, capacious and safe. Galveston is the- 
only really good harbor in Texas, as a vessel once in it, is entirely secure ; - 
sufficiently capacious, affording room for many wharves. Matagorda Bay 
affords a tolerably good harbor, but being shoal, delays by lightering, &c.,- 
often occur. Near the Pass is a good anchorage. Aransas harbor is pretty - 
good, but shoal after getting above the Pass. Brazos St. lago is limited m^ 
its capacity as a harbor; good holding ground, but in the seasons of 
northers, seamen are generally on the look out ; should a vessel drag, she 
might go to sea or on the bar. 

LIGHTS, &o.— A light-house has been built at Sabine this past season.. 
There is a light-ship .:C!fend a light-house at Galveston, with three beacon lights 
in the Bay; the bar and channel are buoyed, with a beacon on the North. 
Breakers. There is a light house at Pass Cavallo Bar, and the Bay is buoyed. 
There is also a light-house at Aransas Pass ; one at Brazos St. lago ;^ one at. 
Point Isabel. Appropriations have been made for two beacon lights m 
Matagorda Bay ; one at Corpus Christi, and one at Rio Grande. The light, 
at Sabine is a third order Fresnel Lens— fixed, varied by flashes; tower 
eighty feet high, made of brick, and painted white. Galveston light-house- 
is an iron tower, sixty-five feet high ; shows a fixed light, and is painted 
red. The three Bay beacon lights at Galveston, are screw pile structures, 
used for bay navigation. Pass Cavallo light is an iron tower, painted red 
white and black, with horizontal stripes; shows a revolving light; sixty 
feet high. Aransas Pass light is a fourth order Fresnel Lens— fixed light od. 
a brick tower, sixty feet high, painted dark brown. Brazos St. lago lights 
has a wooden tower, and a fifth order Fresnel Lens— fixed light. Point 
Isabel light has a a third order Fresnel Lens — fixed, varied by flaslies ; the 
tower is brick, fifty -two feet high ; light eighty -two feet above sea level. 



GENERAL LAW FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF 
RAILROADS. 

Act to Encourage the Construction of Railroads by Donations of Lanbv 

This Act passed January 30th, 1864, grants sixteen sections of land to« 
every railroad company, for every mile of railroad, of not less than twenty- 
five miles in length, whether constructed before or after the passage of thi& 
Act. 

The second section authorizes any company, as soon as it has contracted for 
\,]ie construction of twenty-five miles or more of its road, after giving bond^ 
<fec., to procure an order of survey of said sixteen sections to the mile, and from, 
the time the application is specifically made to any District Surveyor, the^ 
land is exempted from future location by others ; but if the said section of 
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the road is not completed within six months from the application, the land 
is again open for entry or location by others. 

The third section requires the company to survey the lands into sections 
of 640 acres, and in " square blocks of not less than six miles, unless 
prevented by previous surveys or a navigable stream," the even and odd 
sections in each block to be delineated in different colors on a map to be 
presented to the General Land Office. 

The fourth section provides that the lands shall be forfeited to the State 
in case the road is not completed within the time required by the contract. 
The fifth section makes it the duty of the Commissioner of the General 
Laud Office, if the field notes and map of the land are not deposited with 
him within the time the contract requires the section of the road to be com- 
pleted, to notify the District Surveyor where the land is situated, of this fact; 
whereupon the land is again open for entry by others. And, it is further pro- 
vided, that suit shall be commenced by the Attorney General against said 
company and surites, on their bond. 

The sixth section authorizes the Governor, when he is notified by any 
company that they have completed twenty-five miles or more of railroad, 
to direct the same to be examined by the State Engineer, or any competent 
person, and if he reports under oath, that the road has been constructed as- 
required by its charter, then it is the duty of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue patents for the odd sections, as above named ; but 
if the surveys had not been previously made, then the Commissioner shall 
issue certificates for 640 acres each, equal to sixteen sections to the mile, 
which the company may have surveyed on any vacant land in the State, m 
the manner before stated, and then receive patents on the odd sections. In 
this case when the land is not applied for and surveyed before the c&m- 
pletion of the road, no bond is required. 

The seventh section regards one fractional section of over 320 acres, the 
same as a whole section, and two fractions, each less than 320 acres^ the 
same as a whole section. The company have to be at the expense of mak- 
ino; the surveys. 

The companies obtaining lands by this Act are required by the ninth 
section, to alienate all, except what ma^^ be necessary for road purposes, as 
follows ; one-fourth in six, one-fourth in eight, one-fourth in ten, and the 
balance in twelve years ; and this transfer must not be made to another 
company. 

The tenth section provides for enforcing the above alienation, when neg- 
lected by the company. 

The eleventh section provides that the alternate or even sections, reserved 
to the State, shall not be subject to. entry or location, as other vacant lands. 

By the twelfth section, companies (if any) receiving over sixteen sections, 
cannot have the benefit of this Act, nor can any company have such ben- 
efit for more than a single tract, nor for any branch road ; and companies 
receiving eight sections by their charter, are limited to eight sections 
more ; and no company is entitled to the benefit of this Act, unless it con- 
structs at least twenty-five miles of railroad within two years from the 
passage of this Act ; and these land donations are also to cease to all com- 
panies, as soon as they fail to complete twenty-five miles of their road, every 
yo€cr, after the con-S'^^i^uction of the first section of twenty-five miles or more. 
But this last requirement, of twenty-five miles of road every year, is con- 
fined to roads terminating on the Gulf, or its Bays, or on Buffalo Bayou. The 
duration of this Act is limited to ten years, from its passage, that is, to Jan- 
uary 30th, 1864. 

By the thirteenth section, railroads, whose iron does not weigh at least 
fifty-four pounds to the yard, cannot have the benefits of this Act. 
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THE GENERAL CONSULTATION. 

The first organized movement in Texas, in opposition to the despotic 
measures pursued by Santa Anna, was the assembling of the General Con- 
sultation, which was composed of the following named persons elected by 
the several Municipalities, viz: 

Mtmicipality of Austin — William Menifee, Wily Martin, Thomas Barn ett^ 
Randall Jones and Jesse Burnham ; of Bevil {afterioards Jasper) — John Bevil , 
Wyatt Hanks, Thomas Holmes, S. H. Everett and John H. Blount; of Sa'^f 
Aicgustine — A. Huston, Jacob G-avrett, William N. Sigler, A, E. C. Johnson, 
Henry Augustine, Alexander Horton and A. G. Kellogg; of HarrishiLrg — 
Lorenzo de Zavala, Clement C. Dyer, Wm. P. Harris, M. W. JSmith, John W- 
Moore and David B. Macomb ; of Matagorda — Ira R. Lewis, R. R. Royalh 
Ciarles Wilson and John D. ifewell ; of Viesca {afterioards Ililarn) — J. G. W- 
Pierson, J. L. Hood, Sam'l T. Allen, A. G. Perry, J. W. Parker and Alexander 
Thompson; of Nacogdoches — William Whitaker, Sam Houston, Daniel Par- 
ker, James W. Robinson and K Robins ; of Columbia {afterwards Brazoiia) — 
John A. Wharton, Henry Smith, Edwin Waller and J. S. D. Byrom ; ..of Lib- 
erty— Renvj Millard, J. B, Wood, A. B. Harden and Geo. M. Patrick ; of 
Mina {afterioards Bastrop)) — D. C. Barrett, Rob't M. Williamson and James S. 
Lester; of Washington — Asa Mitchell, Elijah Collard, Jesse Grimes, Philip 
Coe and Asa Hoxie; of Gonzales — William S. Fisher, J. D. Clements, Geo. 
W. Davis, Benjamin Fuqua, James Hodges and William W. Arrington ; of 
Tenehaw {afterwards Shelby) — Martin Parmer ; of Jefferson — Claiborne West. 

This body assembled at San Felipe, and was organized on the 3d of 
ITovember, 1836 ; Branch T. Archer was elected President, and P. B. Dexter, 
Secretary. It adopted a declaration a2:ainst the Central Government o 
Santa Anna, and in favor of the Republican principles of the Federal Con- 
stitution of Mexico, of eighteen hundred and twenty-four. It established a^ 
Provisional Government, composed of a Governor, a Lieutenant Governor, 
who was ex-officio President of the Council, and a General Council of one 
member from each Municipality, selected by the delegation therefrom, in the 
Consultation. An ordinance was adopted, defining the powers of the Pro 
visional Government, and directing an army to be raised and organized fo'" 
the defence of the countr3^ 

Officers of the Provisional Government.— The Consultation elected as 
Governor, Henry Smith ; Lieutenant Governor, James W. Robinson ; Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army to be raised, Sam Houston ; Commissioners to 
the United States, Branch T. Archer, Stephen F. Austin and William H. 
Whartom ^ The Consultation adjourned on the 14th of November, 1835, and 
the Provisional Government commenced its duties on the 14:th of November, 
1835. 

The following named persons were at different times members of the 
General Council from their several Municipalities: 

Austin— Wilj Martin, Thomas Barnett and Randall Jones; Colorado— 
William Menifee and Jess.e Burnham ; San Augusthu—A. Huston and A. E. 
C. Johnson; Nacogdoches— Do^moi Parker; Washington— ^iessQ Grimes, Asa 
Mitchell, Asa Hoxie, Philip Coe and Elijah Collard; ^ Milam— K. G. Perry and 
Alexander Thompson; Liberty— HQmy Millard; Shelby— Mo^vtm Parmer and 
James B. Tucker; Gonzales—^. D. Clements; Bastrop— T). C. Barrett and 
Bartlett Sims ; Matagorda— 'K. R. Roy all, Charles Wilson and L R. Lewis; 
Harrisburg—'WiWmm P. Harris; Brazoria — ,John A. Wharton and" Edwin 
Waller; Jas/x^r— Wyatt Hanks; /^//erson— Claiborne West and G. A. PaiQlo • 
F?o^oWa— J. A. Padilla and John J. Linn ; i^f/i/.(/io— James Power and John 
Malone; Goliad^-lra. Westoy/3r; San Patricio — Lewis Ayres and John McMub 
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leu ; JoAiJcson — James Kerr ; Sabine — J. S. Lane. 

The followiBg were also officers of the Provisional Government : 
Secretaries of the Oouncil—P. B. Dexter and E. M. Pease ; Secretaries of th^ 
(^(wcTTwr— Charles B. Stewart and Edward B. Wood; Treasurer— io^huo. 
Fletcher; Auditor— Zohn W. Moody; G oynptr oiler— R. C. Hudson; Post Master- 
Ge-n.eral — John R. Jones. 

The Convention of Texas, — ^The Provisional Government was superseded 
"by the Convention that met at Washington, on the 1st day of March, 1836. 
This Convention was composed of the following members, viz : 

Municipality of ^ws^m— Charles B. Stewart and Thomas Barnett; of 
:3razoric(r— J &mGS Collingsworth, Edwin Waller, Asa Brigham and J. S. D. 
Byrom ; of Bexar— FranaiB Ruis, J. Antonio Navarro, Jesse B. Badgett and 
William Motley ; of (7o^om(i(>— William Menifee and William D. Lacey ; of^ 
Gonzales— John Fisher and Matthew Caldwell; of Nacogdoches— John S. 
Roberts, Robert Potter, Charles S. Taylor and Thomas J. Rusk; of Refugio— 
James Power and Sam Houston ; o/ /SA(?%— Martin Parmer and Sidney O. 
Pennington; of Sabine— J&mes Gaines and William Clark, Jr. ; of Sams- 
hwg—'Lovmzo de Zavala and Andrew Briscoe; of Jasper— George W. 
Smyth and S. H. Everett; of /cwj^s^r/i— Elijah Stepp; of Jeffersonr—Cl&ihome 
West and William B. Scates; of Liberty— M. B. Menard, A. B. Harden and 
J B Wood; of Bastrop— John W. Bunton, Thomas J. Gazley and Robert M. 
Coleman ; of Milam— Sterling C. Robertson and George C. Childress ; of 
Mataaorda— Bailey Hardeman and S. Rhodes Fisher; of San Patricio^ohn 
Turner and John W. Bower; of Washington— Ben^omin B. Gooodnch, James 
G Swisher, George W, Barnett and Jesse Grimes; of San Augustine— KO, 
Legrand and Stephen W. Blount; of Red River— Robert Hamilton Collm 
McKinney, A. H. Latimer, Samuel P. Carson, Richard EUis and William C. 
Crawford- of Goliad— J) s^yid. Thomas and Edward Conrad. Richard Ellis 
was elected President, and H. S. Kimble, Secretary. This Convention 
adopted a Declaration of Independence, and the Government of the Repub- 
110 OF TEX.VS was thus inaugurated. They elected Sam Houston as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army ; framed a Constitution, and adopted an ordi- 
nance organizing and defining the powers of a Government to continue 
mitil an organization could take place under the Constitution. This, was 
called the Government ad interhn. The principal officers of the Government ad 
interim, elected by the Convention, were as follows, viz:— David G. Burnet 
President- Lorenzo de Zavala, Vice-President; Samuel P. Carson, Secretary of 
State • Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War ; Bailey Hardeman Secretary of 
ihe Treasury; Robert Potter, Secretary of the Navy ; David Thomas At- 
tornev-General. During this Government, which continued until the 22d of 
October 1886, there were many changes, and the following named personB 
were, fo'r a time, members of the Cabinet, viz:— James Collingsworth and 
Wm H Jack, Secretaries of State; M. B. Lamar, F. A. Sawyer, A. Somerville 
and' John A. Wharton, Secretaries of War; Peter W. Grayson Attorney- 
General ; Barnard E. Bee, Secretary of the Treasurjr ; John R- /ones, Post 
Master General. The following persons were also in office under the Gov- 
:^nment ad interim :-Asa Brighe^m, Auditor; H. C. Hudson, Comptroller; 
Benjamin C. Franklin, Judge for the District of Brazos. 

When hostilities commenced in September, 1835, and the volunteers as- 
Bembled at Gonzales, John H. Moore was elected to command them; sub- 
Luently, when their numbers had increased, and Gen Austin arrived m 
Talp, hJwas elected to command them, and continued in command until 
towards the first of December, when he resigned and went to the United 
Stltes as a Commissioner, with Ai'cher and Wharton. Edward Burleson 
was then elected Commander, and continued m command until «• ^^w days 
Tfter the surrender of Bexar by Gen. Cos, on the lOtii of December, 1835. 
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After this time the whole military force was placed under the orders of Gen. 
Houston, as Commander-in-Chief, until Gen. Eusk took the command a few 
days after the battle of San Jacinto. 

The first Congress assembled on the 3d of October, and on the 22d of the 
same month, a Constitutional Government of the REPUBLIC was organized 
under Houston's first Administration. 

HOUSTON'S FIRST ADMHSFISTRATION. 

{Commenced October 22^, 1836.) 
Sam Houston, President; Mirabeau B. Lamar, Vice-President; Stephen 
Fuller Austin, R. A. Irwin, J. Pinckney Henderson, Secretaries of State; 
Thomas J. Rusk, William S. Fisher, Barnard E. Bee, George W. Hockley, 
Secretaries of War ; Henry Smith, Secretary of the Treasury ; S. Rhodes 
Fisher, William M. Shepperd, Secretaties of the Navy ; J. Pinckney Hender- 
son, Peter W. Grayson, John Birdsall, A. S. Thurston, Attorney Generals ; 
Robert Burr, Post Master General ; E. M. Pease, Francis R. Lubbock, Comp- 
trollers; John W. Moody, First Auditor; J. G. Welshinger, Second Auditor; 
William G. Cooke, Stock Commissioner; William H. Wharton, Memucan 
Hunt, Anson Jones, Ministers to the United States ; J. Pinckney Henderson, 
Minister to Great Britain and France ; W. F. Catlett, Secretary of Legation 
to the United States ; George S. Mcintosh, Secretary of Legation to Great 
Britain and France. 

LAMAR'S ADMINISTRATION. 

{ Goriimenc^d December lOthy 1838.) 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, President ; David G. Burnet, Vice-President. Lamar's 
Cabinet was composed as follows, at different times :— Barnard E. Bee, James 
Webb, Abner S. Lipscomb, James S. Mayfield, Samuel A. Roberts, Secretaries of 
State ; A. Sydney Johnston, Branch T. Archer, Secretaries of War ; Richard G. 
Dunlap, James H. Starr, J. G. Chalmers, Secretaries of the Treasury ; Memucan 
Hunt and Louis P. Cooke, Secretaries of Navy ; J. C. WatrOQS, James Webb and 
F. A. Morris, Attorney Generals; Robert Burr, Edwin Waller and John R. Jones, 
Post Master- Generals; Asa Brigham and James W. Simmons, Treasurers ; James 
W. Simmons and James B. Shaw, Comptrollers ; John W. Moody and Charles 
Mason, First Auditors ; Musgrove Evans, Second Auditor ; John P. Borden and 
Thomas William Ward, Commissioners of General Land Office ; Thomas R. StijBf, 
Jackson Smith, Joseph Moreland and Charles de Morse, Stock Commissioners ; 
Richard G. Dunlap and Barnard E. Bee, Ministers to the United States ; James 
Hamilton, Minister to Great Britain ; William Henry Dangerfield and George S. 
McxUtosh, Ministers to France ; Barnard E. Bee and James Webb, Ministers and 
Agents to Mexico ; M. Austin Bryan, Samuel A. Roberts and Nathaniel Amory, 
Secretaries of Legation to the United States ; George L. Hammeken, Secretary of 
Legation to Mexico ; James Hamilton, Commissioner to treat with Holland, Bel- 

fium, Great Britain and France ; Samuel M. Williams, A. T. Burnley, Jamea 
lamilton and James Reiley, Loan Commissioners. 

HOUSTON'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 

{Commenced' December iWi, 1841.)' 
Sam Houston, President ; Edwai'd Burleson, Vice-President ; Anson Jones, 
Secretary of State ; George W Hockley and George W. Hill, Secretaries of War 
and Navy, (consolidated into one office) ; William Henrj Dangerfield and Jamea 
B. Miller, Secretaries of the Treasury; George W. Terrill and Ebenezer Allen, 
Attorney Generals ; Asa Brigham, Treasurer ; Francis R. Lubbock and James B. 
Shaw, Comptrollers; Charles Mason, Auditor; John P. Borden and Thomas Wil- 
liam Ward, Commissioners of the General Land Office ; James Reiley, Isaac Van 
Zandt and J. Pickney Plenderson, Ministers to the United States ; Ashbel Smith, 
Minister to France ;* William Henry Dangerfield, Minister to the Netherlands, 
Belgium and the Hanse Towns ; Charles H. Raymond, Secretary of Legation to 
the United States ; Samuel M. Williams and George W. Hockley, Commissioner* 
to Mexico . 
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ANSON JONES' ADMINISTRATION. 

( Gornmenced December 9ih, 1844, ) 
Anson Jones, President ; K. L. Anderson, Yice-President ; Ashbel Smith and 
Ebenezer Allen, Secretaries of State ; George W. Hill and Wm. G. Cooke, Secre- 
taries of War and Navy, (one office) ; William B. Ochiltree and John A Greer, 
Secretaries of the Treasury ; Ebenezer Allen, Attorney General ; Moses Johnson, 
Ireasiirer ; James B. Shaw, Comptroller ; Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner of 
the General L/and Office ; Charles Mason, Auditor ; George W. Terrill and Ash- 
belbmm], Ministers to Great Britain, France and Spain ; James Eeiley and David 
fe. Kanttnian, Ministers to the United States ; Wm. D. Lee, Secretary of Legation 
to tJ^ United States ; James Collingsworth, John Birdsall, (by appointment of 
the President,) Thomas J. Ensk and John Hemphill, Chief Justices of the Su- 
preme Court during the Kepublic ; Wm. Fairfax Gray and Thomas Green, Clerks 
the Supreme Court during the Kepublic. 

JUDGES OF THE DISTEICT COUETS DUEING THE EEPUBLIC. 
Shelby Corzine, - - - 1st District. 
Benjamin C. Franklin, - 2d do 
E. M. WilHamson, - - 8d do 
James W. Eobinson, - 4th do 



4th 
Edward T. Branch, - - 5th 
John T. Mills, - - - _ 3d 
Ezekiel W. Cullen, - - 1st 
Henry W. Fontaine, - - 2d 
John Scott, ----- 2d 



Anthony B. Shelby, 
William J. Jones, 
John Hemphill, - 
Eichardson Scurry, 



- - 1st 

- - 2d 

- - 4th 

- - 6th 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



John M. Hansford, - 

E. E. B. Baylor, - - 
Anderson Hutchinson, 

George W. Terrill, - 

Thomas Johnson, - - 

Patrick C. Jack, - - 

Eichard Morris, - - 
WilHam B . Ochiltree, 

John T. Mills, - - - 

William E. Jones, - 

M. P. Norton, - - - 

John B. Jones, - - 

E. T. Wheeler, - - 



Eichardson Scurry, - 
A. M. Tompkins, - 
H. C. Hudson, - - 
John Eecord, - - - 
Napoleon Thompson, 
John D. Morris, - - 
John E. Hubert, - - 
Frederic W. Ogden, - 
John E. Eeid, - - - 
Charles S. Taylor, - - 
Charles M. Gould, - 
Patrick C. Jack, - - 
Wm. M. Williams, - 
James Armstrong, 
E. M. Pease, - - - 
William T, Henderson, 
H. P. Brewster, - - 
George W. Terrill, - 
Henry J. Jewett, - - 
William Fairfax Gray, 
W. E. Scurry, - - - 
Peter W. Gray, - - - 
Peter Mac Greal, - - 
J. M. Ogden, - - - 



DISTEICT ATTOENETS DUEING THE EEPUBLIC. 
1st District, 
2d do 
3d do 



4th 


do 


1st 


do 


4th 


do 


5th 


do 


1st 


do 


2d 


do 


5th 


do 


5th 


do 


6th 


do 


7th 


do 


6th 


do 


2d 


do 


5th 


do 


2d 


do 


5th 


do 


8d 


do 


1st 


do 


5th 


do 


1st 


do 


2d 


do 


8d 


do 



C. W. Peterson, - - 

E. T. Wheeler, - - - 
Henry W. Sublett, - 
Jesse Benton, Jr., - - 
Henry W. Sublett, - 
James Tabor, - - - 
K. L. Anderson, - - 
John D. Anderson, - 
Peter Mac Greal, - - 
Andrew Neill, - - - 
Peter W. Gray, - - 

F. H. Merriman, - - 
George W. Brown, - 
Thomas Johnson, - - 
John D . Anderson, - 
O. M. Eoberts, - - - 
William C. Young, - 
Abner S. Lipscomb. - 
James W. Henderson, 
William PL Palmer, - 
William Byrne, - - 
Thomas Newcomb, - 
Georg,e Quinan, - - 



Yth District 


3d 


do 


4th 


do 


5th 


do 


1st 


do 


6th 


do 


1st 


do 


5th 


do 


Yth 


do 


4th 


do 


6th 


do 


lat 


do 


5th 


do 


4th District. 


5th 


do 


6th 


do 


Yth 


do 


6th 


do 


5th 


do 


5th 


do 


8d 


do 


1st 


do 


2d 


do 


6th 


do 


1st 


do 


2d 


do 


8d 


do 


4th 


do 


5th 


do 


Yth 


do 


1st 


do 


6th 


do 


6 th 


do 


2d 


do 


4th 


do 


1st 


do 



SPEAKEKS OF THE HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATIVES DUEING THE. 
EEPUBLIC. 



1st Congress — Ira Ingram, 1st Session, 

—Branch T. Archer, 2d " 
2d '^ — Joseph Eowe, 
8d " — John M. Hansford, 
4th " — David S. Kaufman, 



5th Congress — David S. Kaufman, 
6 th " — K. L. Anderson, 
Yth '' — N. H. DameU, 
8 th '' — Eichardson Scurry, 
9th " —John M. Lewis. 
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Ist Congres,5— "Willis A. Faris, 1st Ses'n 

— Wm. Fairfax Gray, 2d " 
2d " — Jolin M. Shreeve, 
8d " — Jolin W. Eldridge, 
4tli " — Thos. W. Ward, 



CHIEF CLEEKS OF THE HOUSE. 



5tli Congress — P. W. Humphreys, 
6th " — James H. Kaymond, 
Yth " — James H. Raymond, 
8th " — James H. Eaymond, 
9th " —James H. Eaymond. 



PEESIDENTS FEO TEM OF THE SENATE DUEING THE EEPUBLIC. 



1st Congress — Eichard Ellis, 1st Sess'n, 

— Jesse Grimes, 2d '' 
2d " — S. H. Everett, 
8d " —S. H Everett, 
4th " — None appear elected. 



5th Congress — Anson Jones, 
6th " —John A. Greer, 
7th " —John A. Greer, 
8th " —John A. Greer, 
9th " —John A. Greer. 



1st Congress — Eichardson Scurry, 1st 
Session. 
— Arthur Eobertson, 2d " 
' — Arthur Eobertson, 1st " 
— Wm. Fairfax Gray, 2d " 
' —John D. McLeod, 



SECEETAEIES OF THE SENATE. 



2d 



4th Congress — John D. McLeod, 



5th 
6th 
7th 
Sth 
9th 



— John D. McLeod, 
—A. C. McFarlan, 
— Stephen Z. Hoyle, 
— Thomas Green, 
— Henry J. Jewett. 



OFFICERS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS. 
\_F'rom the time of Annexation.'\ 

An extra session of Congress, called by President Jones, approved the Joint 
Eesolutions of Annexation, on the 23d of June, 1845, and they were further 
ratified by the Convention, which met on the 4th of July following, and framed 
a State Convention, under which the State Government went into operation the 
latter part of the same year. 

GOVEENOES. 



MiVd opce. Salary, 
J. P. Henderson, Feb. 19, 1846, $2,000 
€ko. T. Wood, Dec. 22, 1846, $2,000 
P. H. Bell, Dec. 21, 1849, $2,000 

P. H. Bell, Dec. 22, 1851, |;2,000 

LIEUTENANT GOVEENOES AND PEESIDENTS OF SENATE. 



Names. 
E. M. Pease, 
E. M. Pease, 
H. E. Eunnels, 



JEht^d office. Salai^. 
Dec. 21, 185S, $2,000 
Dec. 21, 1855, $3,000 
Dec. 25, 1857, $8,000 



Names. EnVd office. For iSessictn. 
Albert C. Horton, Feb. 19, 1846, $3 p d 
John A. Greer, Dec. 22, 1846, do . 
John A. Greer, Dec. 21, 1849, do 
J. W. Henderson, Dec. 22, 1851, do 

SECEETAEIES OF STATE. 



Names. BTifd office. For Session. 
D. C. Dickson, Dec, 28, 1853, $3 p d 
Dec. 24,-1855, $5 p d 
Dec. 25, 1857, do 



H. E. Eunnels, 
F. E Lubbock, 



Names. 
*C. Mariner, ad in 
D. G. Burnet, 
W. D. Miller, 
James Webb, 



Fhfd office. Salary/. 
,Feb,"19, 1846, $1,200 
May 4, 1846, do 
Jan. 1, 1848, do 
Dec. 31, 1849, do 



Names. 
T. H. Duval, 
Ed. Clark, 
Ed. Clark, 



^Eesigned, May 4th, 1846. 



Names. Fnfd offiee. Salary. 

James 3. Shaw, Feb. 24, 1846, $1,200 
James B. Shaw, Feb. 7, 184S, do 
James B. Shaw, Oct. 6, 1850, do 



COMPTEOLLEES. 



Names. 
James B. Shaw, 
James B. Shaw, 
James B. Shaw, 



TEEASUEEES. 



Names. Fnfd office. Salar^i. Names. 

Jf y. H. Raymond, Feb. 24, 1846, $1200 Jas. H. Eaymond, 

J as. H. Eaymond, Feb. 7, 1848, do Jas. H. Eaymond, 

Jas. H. Eaymond, Nov. 1, 1850, do Jas. H. Eaymond, 

ADJUTANT GENEEALS.* 

Nam.es. EnPd office. Salary. I Names. 

Wm. G. Cooke, Ap'l 27, 1846, $1200 | John D. Pitts, 



Fiifd. rffi'Ce Sala?^. 
Oct. 20,1851, $1,200 
Dec. 22, 1853, $1,800 
Dec. 21, 1855, do 



Mifd office. Salary. 

1852, $1,200 

1854, $1,800 

1866, do 

Fhfd office. Salary. 

1852, $1200 

1854, $1800 

1856, do 

Mifd office. Salary. 
March*7, 1848, $1200 
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OFFICERS OF THE STATE OF TEXAS. 

[From the time of Annexation — continued.^ 
C. L. Mann, ad^ in., Dec. 24, 184Y, do | James S. Gillett, I^ov. 24, 1851, 



do 



* Abolished, 1856 — and duties devolved upon the Commissioner of the Court of 
Claims. 

ATTORNEY GENERALS. 

Names. Ent\i office. Salanj, 

Ebenezer Allen, 1850, $1200 



NwriuB. Ent\l office. Salary. 

John W. Harris, May 8,1846,^1200 

John W. Harris, May 7,1848, do 

Henry P. Brewster, Oct. 31,1849, do 
A. J. 'Hamilton, ad in. Jan 15,1850, do 



Thomas J. Jennings, 
Thomas J. Jennings, 
James Willie, 



1852, do 
1854,$1800 
1356, do 



COMMISSIONERS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Names. EnPd office. Salary. 

Stephen Crosby, Jan. 9, 1858, $1200 
Stephen Crosby, Jan. 10, 1855, $2,000 
Francis M. White, Dec. 25, 185Y, do 



Names. Mifd office. Salary. 

Thomas W. Ward, Deo. 22, 1846, $1200 
Oeo. W. Smyth, 1848, do 

Geo. W. Smyth, Jan. 8, 1851, do 

AUDITORS. 
John M. Swisher, appointed May 8th, 1848, salary $1500. This gentleman con- 
tinued in office till 1855, when the office ceased. Since then, the duties of 
Auditor are discharged by the Comptroller and Commissioner of the Court of 
Claims, jointly. ^j^ITED STATES SENATOES. 

(ELECTED BY THE LEGISLATXJKE ON JOINT BALLOT.) 

Names. Mfd office. Salary. Names. Enfd office. Salam- 

Sam Houston, Feb. 21, 1846, $8 p d,mil. Sam Houston, Jan. 15, 1851, $8 P d,inil' 
T.J Rusk, Feb. 21,1846, do 185 $3,000,mil- 

Sam Houston, Dec. 15, 184Y, do 186 do 

T. J. Eusk, Aug. 26,1850, do 

EEPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 
Name^ PP'^e^ elected. Salary. 

Timothy Pi'llsbury, 2d District, March 31, 1846, $8 per diem and mileage, 
David S. Kaufman, 1st District, March 31, 1846, $8 per diem and mileage 
Timothy Pillsbury, 2d District, Nov. 2d, 1846, $8 per diem and mileage 
David S. Kaufman, Ist District, Nov. 2d, 1846, $8 per diem and mi eage 
Volney E. Howard, 2d District, Aug. 6th, 1849, $8 per diem and mileage, 
David S. Kaufman, 1st District, Aug. 6th, 1S49, $8 per diem and mileage, 
Kichardson Scurry, 1st District, Aug. 4th, 1851, $8 per diem and mileage 
Volney E. Howard 2d District, Aug. 4th, 1851, $8 per diem and mileage 
Georee W. Smyth, 1st District, Aug. 1st, 1853, $8 per diem and mileage 
P H Bell - - 2d District, Aug. 1st, 1853, $8 per diem and mileage 
Lemuel d! Evans, 1st District, Aug. 2d, 1855, $3 per diem and mileage 
2d District, Aug. 2d, 1855, $8 per diem and mileage 
1st D strict, Aug. 3d, 1857, $3,000 a year <fe mileage. 
2d District, Aug. 3d, 1857, $3,000 a year <fe mileage, 



P. H. Bell, 

John H. 

Guy M. Bryan, 



JUDGES OF THE SUPREME COURT. 
John Hemphill, Chief Justice— commissioned March 2d, 1846— salary $2,500 
A S Lipscomb, Associate— commissioned March 2d, 184b— salary $2,500 
RT Wheeler Associate— commissioned March 2d, 1846— salary $2,500 

The* same officers' were re-elected by the people, August 4th, 1851, and have been 
continued in office ever since, the salary being raised by the Legislature ot 
1856 to $3 000. On the death of Judge Lipscomb, in 1856, Hon. 0. M. Eoberte 
was elected by the people to supply the vacancy, so that the Supreme Court 
Judges are now— Hemphill, Wheeler and Roberts. 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 

Tames C Wilson, elected by the Legislature, August, 1856, salary $2,500. On 
the resi<mation of Mr. Wilson, lalt summer, James 0. Illingworth was ap- 
pointed by the Governor, July, 1857. 
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U. S. DISTRICT FEDERAL COURT. 

By a recent Act of Congress, Texas was divided into two Districts— the 
Eastern and Western-the former embracing many of the Western, and the 
latter, many of the Eastern counties. 

EASTERN DISTRICT. 

The following counties, as they existed in 1852, compose the Eastern District :-- 
Newton, Jasper, Jefferson, Orange, Tyler, Polk ^t'^^'^"^ M'^'^^Jo^r^Lfvaca' 
gomery, Austin, Fort Bend, Brazoria, Colorado, Wharton, Matagorda, Lavaca, 
Jarson, Calhoun, De Witt, Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, San Patricio, Nueces, 
Cameron, Starr, Webb and Hidalgo. 

OFFICERS. 

John C. Watrous, Judge, Salary, $2,500. n a • .^qjv^ .v-pp'i- 

Sam. D. Hay, Dist. Attorney, Salary, fees of office and $5 per day during S'n of C t. 
Ben. McCulloch, Marshal, Salary, $200, do do do do do 

JamcB Love, Clerk at Galveston, Salary, do do do do ao 

F.J.Parker, do Brownsville, do do ^^ -^ ^^ .-./^ ^^ 

The places for holding this Court are Galveston and ?,^;>wnBville. 
Time of holding Court at Galveston-lst Mondays of May and I>ecember 
Time of holding Court at Brownsville-lst Mondays of March and October. 

WESTERN DISTRICT. 

The Western District is composed of all the counties not included in the Eastern 
District, as enumerated above. 

OFFICERS. 

Thos. H. Duval, Judge, Salary, $2,500. j j • o ^f rt 

R. B. Hubbard, Dist. Attorney, Salary, fees of office and $5 per day during S. ot O. 
Wm. C.Young, Marshal, Salary, $200, do do do do do do 
Matthew HopHns, Clerk at Austin, Salary, do do do do do do 

^ Lewis, do Tyler, do do do do do do do 

Charles Coney, Deputy at Austin— Jno. L. Watts, Deputy at lyier. 

The places for holding this Court are Austin and Tyler. 

Time of holding Court at Austin— 1st Mondays in January and June. 

Time of holding Court at Tyler— 1st Mondays in March and November. 



MILITARY POSTS IN TEXAS, OFFICERS, &e. 

We are indebted to a friend for the following list of mihtary posts and offi- 
cers attached to each, at the present time : 

Brevet Maior-Gencral David E. Twiggs, Commanding Department of Texas ; 
Captain John Withers, Assistant Adjutant General ; First Lieutenant Edward D. 
Blake, Aide-de-Camp : Fort Belknap, Brevet Major G. R. Paul, 7th Infantry ; 
Camp Cooper, Captain James ]^. Caldwell, 1st Infantry ; Fort Chadbourne, 
Captain John H. King, 1st Infantry ; Camp Colorado, Brevet Major Earl Yaa 
Dorn, 2d Cavalry: Fort McKavitt, Captain William E. Prince, 1st Infantry; Fort 
Lancaster, Captain R. L. Granger, 1st Infantry ; Fort Davis, Lieutenant-Oolonel 
W. Seawell, 8th Infantry ; Fort Mason, Major George H. Thomas, 2d Cavalrr; 
Camp Yerde, Captain Innis N. Palmer, 2d Cavalry ; Fort Inge, Captain E. Kirby 
Smith. 2d Cavalry; Fort Clarke, Captain James Oakes, 2d Cavalry; Fort Duncan, 
Maior Sidney Burbank, 1st Infantry; Fort Mcintosh, Captain Albert G. Braokett, 
2d Cavalry; Ringgold Barracks, Captain Sam'l Jones, 1st Artillery; Fort Brown, 
Brevet Lieutenant- Colonel Frank Taylor, 1st Artillery. . x * -r 

Major David H. Vinton, Chief Quartermaster, San Antonio ; Captain J. A. J. 
Bradford, Chief Ordinance Office, San Antonio ; Captain William B. Blair, Chief 
Commissary, San Antonio ; Doctor Charles McCormick, Chief Surgeon, San An- 
tonio, belonging to Head- Quarters Department of Texas. 
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DUTIES OF RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

The following circular addressed by the State Comptroller to all the 
railroad companies in this State, points out clearly what is required of them 
by our laws. Heretofore none of them have complied fully with the law, 
and we learn that but one or two have made any report at all. Such reports 
should furniah information of much importance to the public : 

It becomes my duty to call your attenttion to the requirements of an act 
approved February ^th, 1853, entitled "An Act to regulate Railroad Com- 
panies," the ISfch Section of which provides; "that every Railroad Company 
shall make an annual report to the Comptroller of Public Accounts of the 
State of the operations of the year ending; on the first of October, which 
report shall be verified by the oaths of the Treasurer and acting Superin- 
tendent of operations, and filed in his office by the 20th of October in each 
year, and shall state : 

1st. — The Capital Stock and amount actually paid in. 

2nd. — The amount expended for the purchase of land for the construction 
of the road, for buildings and for Engines and Cars, respectively, 

8rd. — The amount and nature of its indebtedness, and the amount due the 
Corporation. 

4th.— -The amount received for the transportation of passengers, of prop- 
erty, of the mail, and from all other sources. 

5th. — The amount of freight; specifying the quantity in tons, of the 
products of the forest, of animals, of vegetable food, other agricultural 
products, manufactures, merchandize and other articles. 

6th. — The amount paid out for repairs. Engines, Cars, buildings and sal- 
aries, respestively. 

'7th. — The number and amount of dividends, and when paid. 

8th. — The number of Engine-Houses, and shops, of Engines and Cars, and 
their character. 

9th. — The number of miles run by passengers, freight and other trains, 
respectively. 

10th. — The number of men employed, and their occupation. 

11th. — The number of persons injured in life or limb, and the causes of 
such injuries. 

12th. — Whether any accidents have arisen from carelessness or negligence 
of any person in the employ of the corporations, and whether such persons 
are retained in the corporation. ^ 

13tli. — The sales of land donated by the State, and the quantity remaining 
unsold." 

Section 19, of the same Act also provides: "that any corporation which 
shall neglect to make such report, shall be liable to a penalty of two hund- 
red and fifty dollars, to be sued for in the name of the State. And any 
corporation so neglecting to make such report within three months after 
notice to the President, or any director thereof, of such failure by the Com- 
troller, shall forfeit its charter." 

I have, therefore, to inform you that in all cases, hereafter, of a failure to 
make the report required as before stated, within the period required by 
law, the penalties for such failure will be enforced ; and if such report is 
not made within three month after being notified of such failure, the same 
will be regared as a forfeiture of your Company's charter. 

It is ex^Dected that the report of your Company's operations for the year 
ending the first of October last, past, will be transmitted to this office as 
soon as practicable. 

I would also call your attention to the provisions of the 21st Section of the 
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same Act, which requires each Railroad corporation, within a reasonable 
time after the road shall be located, to cause to be made and filed in the 
G-eneral Land Office : 

1st. — A map and profile of their road, and of the land taken or obtained 
for the use thereof, and also file in the offices of the County Clerk and Dis- 
trict Surveyor of those counties through which the road may be located, 
like maps, or parts of maps, representing the course of the road through 
each county, and of the land taken or obtained for its use. 

2nd. — A certificate specifying the line upon which it is proposed to con- 
struct the road, and the grades and curves, which is to be filed in like manner, 
as aforesaid. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON RUSK. 

The sudden and untimely death of this distinguished soldier and statesman, 
has thrown over our community, and, indeed, over the whole State, a shade of 
sorrow and gloom unprecedented in the history of Texas. Identified, as he has 
been, with almost every important event connected with her progress,' from the 
condition of an oppressed colony of Mexico, to her present proud position anions 
the sovereign States of the American Union, his noble presence seemed the per- 
sonification of that Commonwealth whose independence he had so bravely and 
successfully struggled to achieve — whose interests and honor he has so lon^ and 
faithfully represented. In his departure, the people of Texas truly have cause to 
mourn the loss of one of their purest and most capable public servants — one 
whose whole manhood has been devoted to their welfare— whose only thought 
was for the advancement of their prosperity. 

Thomas Jefi'erson Eusk was born December 5, 1803, in the Pendleton District 
of South Carolina. His father, who had emigrated from Ireland, was an honest 
and industrious stone mason, and lived upon land belonging to the late Hon. 
John C. Calhoun. "Tom," as the subject of this memoir was then familiarly 
called, at an early day displayed such a strength and capacity of mind as to attract 
the attention of Mr. Calhoun, who at once took a decided interest in the boy, and 
assisted to advance him in various ways. Through his influence, Tom was 
placed in the ofS.ce of William Grisham, Esq., ClerkTfor many years, for Penle- 
ton District, where he not only earned his livelihood, but made himself familiar 
with the law, to the practice of which he was soon admitted. He subsequently 
removed to Clarksville, Habersham county, G-eorgia, where he married the 
daughter of Gen. Cleveland, at that time one of the leading men of that section 
of the State. 

In the year 1832, Mr. Eusk, then but twenty-nine years of age, stood at the 
head of the bar in the upper counties of Georgia, known as the <' Gold Eegion," 
and enjoyed an extensive and lucrative practice. The spirit of speculation was 
very active in that State, and it was but natural that one so young and sanguine 
should partake of the general excitement. Unfortunately for Mr. Eusk, he be- 
came largely interested in the stock of a company of miners and speculators in 
land, whose managers were faithless and corrupt, and who finally absconded in 
1835, with the property of the company, and left him, with others, in poverty 
and in debt. He followed them to Texas, immediately, with the hope of recover- 
ing some of the funds of the company, but he overtook them West of the Sabine, 
only to find that they had squandered and gambled away the whole of their ill- 
gotten gains. 

Arriving^ at Nacogdoches, at a time when the people of that vicinity were 
greatly excited by the reports of atrocities committed by Mexicans in the West 
upon Americans, who had fallen into their hands, Eusk mounted the platform at 
a public meeting, and, after electrifying his audience by an eloquent appeal to 
their patriotism, volunteered to be one of a company to march at once to the 
rescue of their hving countrvmen, and the avenging of the slain. The enthusi- 
astic response of the crowd before him, was evidence enough that the youthful 
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stranger had found the way through their rough and tough exteriors into their 
warm hearts. A company was immediately formed, and Eusk was chosen to 
lead it to the seat of war. From that time, until the day of his death, ThomaB 
Jefferson Eu^k was a Texian, in every just and honorable sense of the word. 

"We first hear of him in actual service before the walls of San Antonio, where 
he distinguished himself by his daring attempts to draw the enemy from the 
works. Immediately after the first successes at San Antonio, Colonel Eusk was 
appointed by the Governor and Council to proceed East of the Trinity to procure 
reinforcements and supplies for the besiegers, with power to press such as were 
deemed necessary, if not otherwise obtainable. Although San Antonio fell 
before these wise provisions could be carried out, the valuable assistance collected 
by Eusk, in men and munitions of war, were of great service to the Army in the 
succeeding events. 

Early in January, 1836, the Provisional Government called a convention of 
delegates to assemble it Washington, on the 1st of March, to consider the ques- 
tion of an independent Eepublic. The election was held on the 1st of February, 
and Thomas J. Eusk, with others, was chosen from the department of Nucog- 
doches. The early sessions of the Convention were disturbed by reports of the 
near approach of the Mexican Army, and the members on the second day of 
March, declared the independence of the Eepublic of Texas, and on the ISth, 
adopted the Constitution, which had been hastily thrown together. They also 
elected a President and Cabinet, David G. Burnet being chosen to the first office ^ 
and Thomas J. Eusk, among the latter, as Secretary of War. ' The Convention 
adjourned on the 17th. and Eusk soon after joined the Army on the Brazos, then 
under the command of Gen. Houston, He was very active in collecting supplies 
for the campaign, and adopted stringent measures to prevent the misdirection of 
the available means of the country. ' The seat of Government had been removed 
to Harrisburg, but the Secretary of War continued at the headquarters of the 
Army, so that the orders which he should give for the general direction of the 
campaign might not be intercepted by the enemy. 

The defeat of Fannin ai: the Coleta, and other reverses in the West, halving 
induced the Commander-in-Chief to order a retreat, the line of march was taken 
towards the East. Gen. Houston intended to proceed beyond the Trinity, and 
perhaps as fai as the Sabine in that direction, but the rank and file of the Army, 
as well as a large majority of the offtcers, were desirous of meeting the enemy as 
soon as possible, and of putting a stop to his further devastating progress. In 
this sentiment. Col. Eusk participated, and although disposed to give Houston,, 
as far as possible, the direction of the tactics of the campaign, he m this instance 
gave positive orders, which Houston did not endorse. While the Army was en- 
camped, on the evening previous to its reaching the forks of the road, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief called Col. Sidney Sherman to his tent, and directed him to go 
throucrh the camp and inform the officers and men, that on the next day they 
would take the road to Harrisburg— that Col. Eusk, Secretary of War, had given 
him a postive order to move in that direction, and that he was bound to obey the 
order as coming from his superior. The order was received by the whole Army 
with the greatest enthusiasm, as it ensured a speedy termmation of the retreat, 
and gave hope of a battle with the advancing Mexicans— a hope which was 
gloriously fulfilled on the field of San Jacinto, a few days thereafter. Thus, it 
will be perceived, the most decisive and the most memorable eventin the history 
of Texas was brought about by the wise assumption of responsibility by OoL 
Eusk at a time when the destinies of the Eepublic hung in dubious suspense. It 
was upon the pivot of this order that the whole weight ot our subsequent history 
depends, and it was doubtless the realization of this, that induced its author to 
apply to Colonel (now General) Sherman, several years afterwards, for a certifi- 
cate of the facts as here related, which certificate was given, and is probably yet 
preserved among the papers of our lamented Senator. 

^ The events o Abe 21st'of April, 1836, are too familiar to all to need recapitu- 
lation. The part which Col. Eusk performed upon the battle-field, was second 
to none in point of wisdom, courage and effective service. Whie the Texian 
columns were advancing towards the enemy's front, ^^e General-in-Chief re- 
ceived a wound in his ankle, and immediately called on the troops to halt, but 
E^sk, perceiving that to halt at that moment would be certain ruin, rode forward 
and cried-- Push on boys, push on 1" and they did push on under the lead of 
the%allant Secretarv, shouting-" F.emember tU Alamo P^ " Rememler Gohad P^ 



the gallant Secretary, shouting- 
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and they won a victory in one hour, which has secured freedom and prosperity 
to an empire. It was the mission of Eusk to win the laurels of that day, and tor 
other men to wear them . -, . j 4.-i: 

The wound of Gen. Houston disabling him from active service, he resigned the 
command of the Array, which he had held since the preceding 6th of Marcli, 
The whole Army, together with President Burnet and his Cabinet, united m 
urging Eusk to assume the office of Commander-in-Chief, with the rank of 
Brigadier-G-eneral, to which he finally assented, and was succeeded in the Cabinet 
by Mirabeau B. Lamar. „ ^ . , . 

Santa Anna, who was taken prisoner after the battle of San Jacmlo, having en-- 
tered into prelimiuary arrangements for a treaty of peace, sent word to 0-eneraJ; 
Fillisola, who was advancing from the west to his assistance, to evacuate the 
country. Gen. Eusk dispatched Col. Sherman with a small detachment of troops^- 
to watch the movements of Fillisola, who had began to retire at the command of 
his superior. Gen. Eusk followed soon after with the remainder of the arrny, and 
joined Col. Sherman at Victoria. From thence they both proceeded to Goliad^ 
the scene of Fannin's recent defeat and the inhuman slaughter of his little garri- 
son. The remains of the unfortunate victims, wliich had been partially burned: 
by the Mexicans, were scattered here and there over the field of conflict, present- 
ing a most revolting spectacle. General 'Eusk ordered them to be collected to- 
c^ether, and when this was done and everything prepared for their interment, the 
General pronounced an oration, which, for eloquence and pathos, surpassed any- 
thing that had ever reached any sympathetic ear in that heroic audience. Many^ 
a rough and hardy soldier, with eyes unused to weeping, shed copious tears ob. 
that occasion over the seared remains of his compatriots. The oration was subse- 
quently published, and we venture to say that no one has ever read its thrilling- 
lines without feeling his nature stirred from its inmost depths. Upon the conclu- 
sion of the oration the remains were deposited in one common grave with the 
lites and honors of military burial. 

Some two or three days after this, Col. Ugartechea, who had been in command, 
of the Mexican garrison at San Antonio, arrived at Goliad with his forces, on his 
way to evacuate the countrv, in accordance with the orders of his superior officer^ 
Gen. Fillisola. The latter had left at Goliad a few provisions which Uffarteche«. 
was to obtain for his own use, but such were the exasperated feelings of the Texam 
army, so recently excited by a review of the atrocities of Fannin's massacre, that: 
it was with much difficulty that Gen. Eusk could restrain them from attacking- 
the Mexicans and taking retributive vengeance for the wrongs of their own coun-- 
trymen. The army s ores were, however, given to Ugartechea, and he proceeded.: 
on his route to the coast. Gen. Eusk then" fell back^^o Victoria, where, on the 
lYth of June, he received a dispatch from Captains Karnes and Teal, who were 
held as prisoners at Matamoras, to the effect that the Mexicans were making active- 
preparations for another invasion of Texas. This despatch was brought through by 
Mr. Joseph J. Powell, a brother of our well-known fellow-citizen. Samuel G. Pow- 
ell. The most active preparations were entered upon by Gen. Eusk to meet the 
threatened invasion, but the Mexicans, learning that their plans had been antici- 
pated, abandoned their hostile intentions. 

In the fall of 1836, Gen. Eusk was appointed to a seat in the Cabinet of Presi- 
dent Houston, which he accepted, leaving the command of the army to Gen. Felix. 
Huston. He remained in the Cabinet but a iQvr weeks, his private aff'airs requir- 
ing his whole attention at home. In the year following he was elected to the 
second Congress of the Eepublic, from Nacogdoches, and was continued as a mem- 
ber of that body for several successive terras. In 1S38 his friends desired to elect 
him President, but he would not consent, preferring to see Gen. Lamar in the 
executive office, who was accordingly chosen. In August of the same year, a re- 
bellion broke out among the Mexicans of Nacogdoches and vicinity, against the 
authority of Texas, and" the rebels were joined by eeveral hundred Cherokee Indi- 
ans. By the prompt action of General Eusk, who immedtately organized a corps 
of volunteers and proceeded against the enemy, the revolt was speedily subdued 
and the malcontents effectually dispersed. Two months after this he captured 
and disarmed a portion of the Caddoes, the most dangerous tribe in Eastern Texas, 
and handed them over to the Agent of the United States at Shreveport, Louisiana. 
During the following summer he was at the head of the Nacogdeches regiment, 
fighting the Cherokees and other tribes, which had been incited to numerous acts- 
of violence and murder by Mexican enemies, and were evidently preparing for a 
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general rising against the Texians. In the memorable actions of the 15th and 16t= 
of July, 1S39, in which 'Bowles,' the Chief of the Cherokees, was killed, Gen, 
Eii8k was in the thickest of the fight, and won new lawrels for other brows thai 
his to wear. 

In all these movements against the Indians on the frontier, although acting 
nominally under the orders of Brigadier General Douglass, General Eusk was the 
most eflftcient officer of that campaign, and deserves the credit of its success. 

The Congress of 1838-9 elected Raisk to the office of Chief Justice of the 
Republic, which had been vacated by the death of J. T. Collingsworth, the 
first Chief Justice, who died before holding any court. Rusk held the office 
from the .3d of February, 1839, to the 1st of June, 1840, at which time he 
resigned, having held but one term of the court. 

The State Times has the following notice of Gen. Rusk, as Chief Justiet 
of the Republic : 

"According to that only record of the judicial decisions of the Supreme 
Court of Texas extant, Dallam's Digest, at the fall term, 1840, of the Supreme 
Court of Texas. Thomas J. Rusk was acting as Chief Justice o) that court 
assisted by Vv'm. J. Jones, John T. Mills, A. "B. Shelby, and John Hemphill. 
These gentlemen were all District Judges at the time: and the Supreme 
Court, like that of the United States, was then composed of the Circuit 
Judges sitting in banco. The only opinions of Chief Justice Rusk, which 
Dallam has handed down to posterity, are five short and sententious judg- 
ments, covering about five pages of that excellent book. They do not 
display great learning, to be sure ; but then it is to be recollected, that during 
the first two terms of the Supreme Court of the United States, all the 
Judges did not write half so much. The Chief Justice proved himself 
adequate to the times; if, in his sententious opinions, he quoted no authorities, 
he displayed more wisdom than some of his fellows, who quoted from 
schools and systems which had never been introduced into Texas." 

Plis attention was now given to the practice of the law, in which he stood 
the foremost at the bar. In 1843, he was elected Major General of the Militia 
for one year, in which office he was succeeded by Gen. Sidney Sherman, 
who was elected for four years — the tenure of the office having been changed 
to that term. This office, under the Republic, was a very responsible one, 
conferring as it did almost unlimited powers upon the incumbent. 

In 1844-5, the question of annexation was prominent before the people, 
and Gen. Rusk was among the first and warmest advocates of the measure. 
He was elected to the Convention of 1845 to form a State Constitution, and 
of this ConventioQ he was unanimously chosen President. His eminent 
legal abilities, and his long experience in the affairs of the Republic, com- 
bined with his native excellence of his character, rendered him foremost in 
influence, as he was in position of that Convention, and enabled him to 
render invaluable service to the State. 

The first Legislature of Texas confered upon him the office of United States 
Senator, in March, 1846, and in that position he has every since continued 
to serve bis country with his fidelity, until the day of his death. In that 
aua;ust body of which he was a member, he held a proud and influential 
position. For several terms he was at the head of the Post Office Committee, 
and on the election of Mr. Buchanan to the Presidency, the voice of the 
whole nation seemed to unite upon the name of Rusk, as the most proper 
and acceptable in connection of the Postmaster-Generalship of the New Cab- 
inet. It was understood that this appointment was offered to him b}^ the 
President elect, and that Mr. Rusk pre-emtorialy declined it. Early in the 
last session of Congress, Mr. Rusk was chosen to the high and responsible 
position of President pro tern, of the Senate, in which he continued until 
the close of the session, administering the duties of the chair with all that 
dignity , impartiality and ability so necessary to their acceptable discharge, 
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and winning the unanimous commendation of the members. No one, in fact, 
was more popular among his fellow Senators, and none more trusted, hon- 
ored or beloved. Seldom rising in his place to deliver a set speech, he was 
nevertheless watchful of the interests of his constituents, and the honor and 
welfare of the Union, and when he did address the Senate his words had 
their designed effect. The weight of his influence was more generally felt 
in the committee of which he was a member, and in his private intercourse 
with his colleagues, where his sound practicable sense, yet modest and un- 
assuming manners, carried the force of conviction with the charm of in- 
tegrity. 

Had Thomas J, Rusk lived, he could have reached any official position in 
this Union which he would aspire. Always retiring in his position, it was 
with difficulty that his own best friends, who knew and appreciated his true 
worth, could induce him to accept the honors they were ever ready to confer 
upon him. Social and domestic in his habits — warm in friendship and de- 
voted in his attachments — he preferred the quiet jo^^s of a private life at 
home to the noisy plaudits of the multitude abroad; yet while he sought 
not the latter at any time, he often yielded the former at the call of his con- 
stituents, and for the benefit of his countr}^ But the death, last year, of the 
life-long partner of his bosom, who had shared with him the sorrows of exile 
and the dangers of revolution, as well as the pleasures of honorable distinc- 
tion and pecuniary prosperit}^, seemed to unnerve him for the conflict of a 
public career, and cause him to shrink from the world into the sacred retreat 
of home. It was to him like the rupture of his strong heart-sinews, and the 
tearing asunder of the chords of life. Other causes may have contributed to 
his fatal despondency, but this was undoubtedly the heaviest weight of sor- 
row that dragged him down to death. Only noble and sensative natures 
are capable of such depth and intensity of woe. Let us throw the white 
veil of charity over the scene of his final struggle. Let us wash away that 
purple stain with the fast flowing tears of sympathy. With reverence let us 
consign that noble form to the mausoleum of the past, and with gratitude in- 
scribe upon the tablet of our memory the record of his manly virtues and his 
patriotic deeds. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF GENERAL MIRABEAU 
B. LAMAR. 

Mirabeau B . Lamar, the third President of Texas, was born in Jefferson Coun- 
ty, Georgia, the 1(3 th of August, 1Y9S. His ancestors were French Huguenots, 
who fled from their native land alter the revocation of the Edict of Nantz, in 
1685, and settled in Maryland, South Carolina and Georgia. We know but little 
of his early years, and if we knew more, we would have bat little space to devote 
to their events in the limits of this brief sketch. His services in Texas form that 
^rt of his past life, which will be most interestina: to a majority of our readei"s. 
We will, therefore, proceed to review his acts as a Texian soldier, statesman and 
patriot. 

Before leaving his native State, to embark his fortune with that of Texas, in 
her revolutionary struggle, he had distinguished himself as one of the leaders of 
the State Rights party, by his eloquence as an orator and ability as a wiiter. He 
came to Texas, in 1835, to aid the people in a contest for their rights and hberties 
against the usurper, Santa Anna, who had abolished the Constitutional Govern- 
ment, and concentrated the supreme power in his own hands. All the States had 
submitted to his authority except Texas, and he was organizing an army to coerce 
her into submission. Lamar found the citizens in a state of great excitement, but 
undecided as to the best mode of resisting the artful and successful tyrant. He 
opposed all time-serving and timid counsel and boldly advocated a declaration 
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?f.f ^^.^'''^^T? ^'}^ ^}^^ ^^ ^'^%i^^ ^^ J^^^^' 1^76 ; and the speech upon this sub 
ject dehveredm the town of Washington; has the merit ot'bein^ the firs? open ^ 

mentX mak^^^^ ^^ ''^'^'^ V}' ^""'"'^ ^''''' '' comply arrange 

mentstoi makmg Texas his permanent home; and after usin/ all his inflaeSoe- 
to induce the brave and generous young men of Georgia to Sid her in the ap! 
PZl^nf "l^ ''f '' •' ^' ^''^' '^ ^^^^ ^^^^" '^ ^^' birth-placi, and seeking a^^^^^^ 
l?f ^ 2f ^^ adoption, joined the little revolutionary army as a private soMier 
Ihe Texians were camped at Groce's on the Brazos, to which poinHhey had 
At^' '^ n ^''' the nferio, forces of the enemy, after 'the bloody JownfaKf the 
^iw 4 •I'^n^ ^'' ^? ^^^^'^f ^^" ^ ^"^^^'^^ i^ ^^e sharp cavalry action of the 
hitvec^A o/r^ before the battle of San Jacinto, ft was on that occasion 
fw nffii I 1*" \ ^^T'^^ ^'''^' ^^ 'V'^^g ^^ l^is i-'^^^^^e at a moment when 
that oflicer was cut off from retreat, and fiercely beset by several of the Mexican, 
i. 'n ';. ?^/ ytg^i-«"?,^l^^^^ge and skillful use of hi"s arms, Lamar put the 
assailants to flight, andthus saved the life of one who would otherwise have been 
OS to his country His teats of skill and daring courage in the skirmish of the 
20th, caused the o&cers and soldiers to tender him unanimously the command of 
that gallant corps, which he led so gloriously in the memorable and decisive 
uattle 01 the 2ist, 

The battle of San Jacinto closed the campaign ; and Lamar was soon after 
called to another theatre of action, where he rendered himself as conspicuous for 
wisdom as a statesman, as he had done by his achievements as a hero. He wasi 
placed by President Burnet at the head of the War Department ; and it was- 
while ne occupied this station, that he opposed the opinions of the other members, 
of the Cabinet m regard to the disposal of Santa Anna, who was then a prisoner 
m the hands of the Eepublic. Lamar urged his trial and execution, on the ground 
that he was a murderer, a tyrant, a usurper, and a ruthless violator of the sacred 
principles of civilized warfare ; and had his counsels been followed, not only 
would rivers of blood been spared to Mexico, as well as to the United States, but 
our own country (Texas) would have peace, population and union ten years be- 
fore she finally obtained them. From the War Department, he was transferred 
by the i resident to the command of the Army, then on the Coleto. Hostilities 
however, were not renewed, and G-en. Lamar was elected the first Vice-President 
under the Constitutional Government. Two years afterwards, he was called to 
the Ohiet Magistracy of the Republic. 

The policy of Lamar's Administration embraced four leading objects. First— 
the defense of the country, and especially that of the frontier, Vhich was cryina- 
aloud for protection against the merciless savages. Second— the obtaining of 
the recognition of our independence by the principal maritime powers of Europe 
and of establishing with them the best commercial relations. Third— the puri- 
fication of the different departments of Government, and estabhshing a ric-id 
responsibility among public officers of every grade and class. Fourth— the 
creation of an educational fund by adequate appropriation of land for that pur- 
pose. These great ends were not only carried out effectually by Laroar to the 
honor of himself and glory of the nation, but the blessings that flowed from them 
were immediately feJt by the peace and safety that reigned at home, as well as by 
the character and importance which the countiy acquired abroad. It was under 
his Administration that order was drawn out of chaos— that our government 
assumed a practical form, and the country beheld the first dawn of its prosperity 
and glory. 

The details of Gen. Lamar's Administration are too numerous, diversified and 
thrilhng in their nature, to be entered upon in a limited sketch like this. 
Properly handled, they would form a most exciting and interesting volume.^ 
Nevertheless, in justice to one who has toiled so faithfully and successfully for 
the public good, it would be unfair and censurable not to make mention of some 
of those acts of policy, which are not only illustrative of his general character 
but which form a portion of the basis of that honorable distinction which has 
been so fully conceded to him as a statesman and patriot. When Lamar assumed 
the reigns of government, the paper money of the country was but of little value. 
No commercial treaties had been made with the European powers ; and her 
revenues were literally nothing. No Government had recognized her inde- 
pendence but that of the United States ; and in the Senate the measure had been 
carried by a bare ma,]ority of four votes. The white population of the country 
""-Toely exceeded twenty-five thousand souls, while Mexico counted her eio-ht 
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millions of inhabitaDts. Large tribes of war-like Indians occupied four-liftlis of 
the territory, and the most of them in alliance with the enemy. The Army had 
been disbanded, and the frontier left unprotected against the ferocity of the 
savages. There was, in fact, scarcely the shadow of a government ; universal 
confusion prevailed, and loud clamors of discontent were heard from all quarters. 
Such was the deplorable state of affairs of the Eepublic when Lamar was placed 
at their helm. 

The defense of the frontier against Indian hostilities demanded his first care. 
It was a difficult task to perform, for there was no regular force in the field, nor 
any money in the treasury. Yet through the efficiency of well selected officers, 
and a judicious u£« of the limited resources he was able to raise, he contrived to 
give the frontier prompt and ample protection. His policy in managing the re- 
lations of Texas with the Indians, was not only energetic and decided, but was 
marked by great justice and humanity. The Shawnees were removed peaceably 
beyond Eed Eiver, and were paid for the improvements they left. He was forced 
to chastise the Comanches severely. They were driven entirely beyond the fron- 
tier, which they disturbed no more during his term of office. The Cherokees 
under Bowles, had settled in Eastern Texas, where they gave great uneasiness to 
the white inhabitants ; and it was known that they were in alliance ^vith the 
Mexicans. Gen. Lamar made a treaty with Bowles, by which that chief agreed 
to move with his tribe beyond Red Eiver, on the condition that Texas would pay 
them for their improvements. The President gave them time to make and 
• gather their crops, and agreed to permit them to remain until late in the Fall 
before emigrating to their territory. Very soon, however, in the face of this 
treaty and liberal indulgence, the Cherokees were caught in treacherous corres- 
pondence with the Mexican Government. A Mexican bearer of despatches, with 
a consignment of powder to the Cherokees, was captured near Austin, revealing 
the fact that they had made a treaty with our enemy, by which they agreed to 
attack the settlements in Eastern Texas, as soon as the Mexicans should invade 
the Western frontier. The President then ordered Bowles to leave the Eepublic 
with his tribe immediately. Bowles asked three days for consideration, which 
was granted. He employed those three days in marshalling his forces for hostili- 
ties. Two battles ensued, in the last of which Bowles was killed, and his fol- 
lowers were routed and put to flight. Thus was Texas freed from the most wily 
and dangerous of her Indian foes. The friendly tribes were not only permitted 
to remain m the country, but were amply protected in the enjoyment of their 
property and rights. 

Although the invasion of Texas was continually threatened by Mexico, yet no 
siich invasion was ever attempted, either by land or sea, during the Administration 
of President Lamar. This was wisely prevented by placing the enemy on the 
defensive, and gi^dng him as much as he could do to protect himself. With this 
view, the President fomented dissentions beyond the Eio Grande, and gave 
through Col. Jordan and other officers, secret aid to the Federalists in their war 
against the Central Government. He also sustained upon the Gulf an active and 
efficient maritime force. A Navy had been created by law, and purchased before 
he came mto office ; but it was lying idle, and was useless to Texas. He officered 
and manned It, and made a treaty with Yucatan, which agreed to pay the expense 
of keeping it afloat during the war with Mexico. Texas stipulated to furnish 
the vessels with their men and armaments. These she already possessed, and 
our httle JNavy soon rode the Gulf in triumph, and commenced its incursions 
upon the enemy. Yucatan was protected— the Navy of Mexico was defeated— the 
ports of the country were blockaded— its commerce crippled— large contributions 
were e.ttorted from its maritime cities, and the independence of Yucatan, and the 
overthrow of the central power, which was warring against us, would have fol- 
lowed had the alliance been continued. But Yucatan was weak and poor as well 
as iexas, and had finally to succumb. The alliance, however, answered its pur- 
pose. It had the good effect of crippling the common enemy, and preventing him 
from carrying into execution his meditated invasion of Galveston and other 
points, for which he had been negotiating for adequate vessels. Thus while 
safety was established within, by tlie chastisement of the Indians, the external 
enemy was placed m check, and their plans of hostilities effectually thwarted. 
Every Mexican soldier was kept at home, while the citizens of Texas raised their 
flocks and herds, and cultivated their fields in peace 

The effect of these measures of the President to weaken and harrass the enemy, 
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was not only to defend the country, but to satisfy all nations interested in t}ie 
commerce of the two countries, that Texas was entirely able to maintain the 
independence she had achieved. Foreign powers saw that Mexico was powerless to 
molest her, and that Mexico was in far more danger from Texas, than Texas was 
from Mexico. This gave us dignity and character abroad, and enabled the Presi- 
dent to procure, the recognition of our country from the first powers of Europe 
without difficulty. Texas was soon received in the great family of nations under 
the government of Lamar, by Great Britain, France, Belgium and Holland, and 
advantageous treaties formed with, them for the increase of commerce, and the 
augmentation of our resources. 

While these things were bein£ transacted, the President was vigilant of all the 
details and minutite of Government, scrutinizing every action, and seeing that 
integrity and efficiency prevailed in the various "offices, from the highest to the 
lowest. Dishonest and dissipated agents were never tolerated for a moment. 
They were x^romptly removed, and their places filled by more trust- worthy in- 
cumbents. Though far from having an arbitrary disposition, he was intolerant 
to public delinquents, and was frequently compelled to remove very infiuential 
oc-cupants from office. The firm and unflinching performance of this part of his 
duty necessarily created him enemies, and especially among the numerous and 
powerful class, who were seeking to prey upon the country and grasping at un- 
rLjjhteous trains ; but heedless of all clamors of the selfish against him, he moved 
on in the faithful execution of the trust confided to him, and never allowed cor- 
ruption to creep into any of the public offices, or to go unpunished when detected. 
Believing the Auditorial Court to be ruinous to the"" public interest, and likely to 
involve file nation in enormous debt, he assumed the responsibility of suspending 
its functions, and thereby created a host of implacable foes, who were disap- 
pointed in procuring a recognition of their improper demands against the Gov- 
ernment. The Congress, however, approved his conduct, and either abolished 
or remodeled the Court. He was also thrown in collision with an extensive com- 
bination of powerful men, who had attempted, and partially succeeded in plunder- 
ino- the country of a vast amount of its public domain. We allude to the issuing 
of fraucluUjit certificates by the Land Commissioners in various counties — a 
system of villiany which was in a fair way of grasping the whole unappropriated 
territory of the country. Fortunately, the fraud was detected by the President, 
and arrested by him. 'it is true that 'it brought down upon him the inveterate 
malice of all who were either implicated in the fraud or interested in its gains. 
There was, however, virtue enough in the country to sustain him,^ and while the 
ends of villiany were thwarted, millions of acres, now constituting the public 
wealth, were saved to the nation. 

It was our intention to have made some remarks upon one of the boldest, most 
comprehensive and far-reaching measures of General Lamar's Administration — 
the Santa Fe Expedition — explaining its object, but little understood, and showing 
the vast results which would have fiowed to Texas from its success. The measure 
failed however — no matter how or from what cause — and this supersedes the 
necessity of any comment upon it in a rapid sketch like this. The measure, when 
first proposed, was generally acceptable to the country, and became unpopular 
only after its failure. , * ^ . . . -, n ^ 

Perhaps there is no part of General Lamar's Administration that renects more 
credit on his patriotism and foresight, than his unceasing efforts to secure a per- 
manent support to the cause of education by a liberal appropriation of public 
lands This object he finally accomplished during the second session of Congress, 
in Austin, by procuring the passage of a law setting apart fifty leagues of land 
as an endowment for a University, and granting three leagues to each county for 
primary schools and academies. No appropriation, however, was made for lo- 
catino- 'and surveying the University lands, and fearing the donation might be 
revoked at the next session, Lamar assumed the responsibility of having them 
surveyed without delay, and duly recorded, thus making " assurances_ doubly 
sure •'' and certainly when that University shall be reared as a fair fabric to the 
good and glory of the country, it can bear no name more appropriate or reflecting 
higher honor upon it than that of him who was its early advocate, and hterally 
its founder and benefactor. .. -, , .^i i 

We will close this part of our hasty and impertect sketch with one remark re- 
specting the expenses of Gen. Lamar's Administration. It will be remembered 
that he came into office when the nation had neither credit nor money. Yet he 
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had tlie frontier to protect — ttie seat of Government to remove on tine extreme 
borders — to erect all the necessary public buildings — to support the Government — 
pay our foreign ministers — provide for the Army — keep the Navy on the Gulf- 
extensive mail routes to establish — and to meet a multiplicity of demands, grow- 
ing out of unforeseen contingencies, incidental to the condition of the country ; 
and yet he contrived to achieve all these ends, without exceeding in a single in- 
stance, to the amount of one cent, the annual appropriations made by Congress, 
for the support of the Government, including even the expenses of the Santa Fe 
Expedition, the survcjying of the University lands, and other heavy disburse- 
ments which he was compelled to assume the responsibility of making. It may 
be safely asserted that no Chief Magistrate ever effected so much with so little 
expense to the nation he ruled, and that he should have accomplished so much in 
so short a period, and secured so many blessings with such limited resources, 
must ever be a matter of surprise, and cannot fail to place General Lamar among 
the wisest statesmen, and the purest patriots of the age. 

General Lamar retired from office in 1841, after having secured the great objects 
of his Administration, and remained in the quiet enjoyment of social life until 
the breaking out of the war between the United States and Mexico, when he ac- 
companied the Texian forces to the theatre of operations, and acquired fresh 
laurels at the battle of Monterey, ilfter the capture of this city, he repaired, at 
the request of Generals Taylor and Henderson, to the Eio Grande, in command 
of one hundred mounted men, for the purpose of extending the laws and juris- 
diction of Texas over that section of the country, and protecting its inhabitants 
against the savages. He stationed himself in the town of Laredo, where he re- 
mained two years in perpetual conflict with the Comanches, whom he thoroughly 
chastised, and drove iDack to the mountains, to the great relief and happiness of 
that entire border. 

General Lamar is now in his fifty-ninth year, full of life, acti^dty and enthu- 
siasm. Years seem to have but little effect upon him. He has been twice mar- 
ried, liis first wife was Miss Tabitha B. Jordan, of Georgia, whose loss he 
mourned for many years. By her he had two chilciren, now dead. His second 
marriage, in 1851, was with one of the fair daughters of the Island City, (Gal- 
veston) Miss Henrietta Maffitt, by whom he has one child, a daughter, in her 
sixth year. He has been residing a few years on his farm, near the town of 
Eichmond, Fort Bend county, in the enjoyment of health, peace and content, 
surrounded by many friends, and blest — according to his own acknowledgment — 
" beyond the common lot." In allusion to h^ domestic tranqiulity, he uses the 
following language : 

'' Like yon declining sun, my life 

Is going down, all calm and mild — 
Illumined by an angel wife. 

And sweetened by a cherub child." 

He has recently received the appointment of Resident Minister to the Argentine 
Confederation, and has probably sailed ere this (November 1st,) for his place of 
destination, taking with him his accomplished lady, and other members of his 
happy family. 



MEMOIR OF GENERAL SIDNEY SHERMAN. 

Among the various departments of literature, there are few more instructive 
than biography. It presents, or ought to present a faithful portrait of the acts 
and doings, the moral qualities and iutellectual endowments of the person in- 
tended to be represented ; and it should in all cases be limned by the pen of 
truth, without flattery and without detraction. It is and ought to be but sel- 
dom employed, except to commemorate the name of the individual whose 
career in life affords something worthy of imitation, or carefully to be eschewed 
In either case, the lessons conveyed, are edifying and salutary. 

There are none among those who figured in the late revolution of Texas 
that have displayed more devotion to the general weal; more gallantry on the 
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battle field; or less of selfish ambition in the political arena, where dem- 
agognes delight to flourish, than the gentleman whose name is at the head of 
this article. 

General Sherman was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, July 23d, 1806, 
His ancester. Captain John Sherman, migrated from Wales in 1631, and settled 
in the Old Bay State. The late Roger Sherman, so long the venerated Nestor 
of the United States Congress, was the grand-son of the above named, and 
belongs to the ascending lineage of our friend.* His branch of the family 
removed to Connecticut at an early day. Micah Sherman, the father of our 
Gen. Sherman, had six children, two sons, of whom Sidney was the eldest, and 
four daughters. The second son, Dana, died on San Jacinto Bay, in 1839 ; his 
wife dying on the same day ; they were consigned to the same grave. Three 
of the daughters are still living at the North. Sidney was deprived of both his 
parents in his early youth, and was consequently thrown upon his own resources, 
at a period when most young gentlemen are blessed with the fostering care of 
those, who are most deeply concerned in their advancement in life. In his 
sixteenth year, he entered a mercantile establishment in Boston, and about a 
year after was induced, by the flattering promise of a friend, to embark on the 
adventurous sea of commerce, on his own account. The failure of his patron 
and his own want of capital, soon involved the youthful precocious merchant 
in a like fate. He removed to the city of New York, where he remained about 
five years, and then wended his way Westward and settled in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 1831. He very soon united with a company for the purpose of establishing 
extensive factories in Newport, Kentucky, vis a vis to Cincinnati. This 
association first put in sucessful operation a manufactory of cotton bagging, 
by machinery. He, individually, was also the first to introduce the manufac- 
ture of sheet lead, West of the Alleghany Mountains ; and we shall also see 
in the sequel, that he was also the first to apply the gas-spur to the iron horse 
in Texas. 

In the Spring of 1835, he married Miss Cox, of Frankfort, Kentucky, a lady 
of distinguished intellectual and moral worth. In the Fall of the same year, 
fhe voice of tumult and of the oppressed, borne on the Southern breeze, came 
echoing and reverberating along the bills of "the dark and bloody land." 
The Anglo-Americans of Texas were threatened with subjection to military 
despotism, or expulsion from the lands they were redeeming from barbarism, 
by the dictator Santa Anna, who, had already planted his iron hoofs on the lib- 
erties of Mexico, and crushed them to the dust. Either alternative was incom- 
patible with the rights and honor of the invited colonies ; and Texas, in tones 
of indignant defin-ece, was marshaling her forces for resistance. Her means 
were small ; her yeomanry, few and sparsely scattered, and she needed aid in 
this hour of her extremity. Her call for assistance was responded to by many 
gallant spirits from the father land ; and by none more promptly and efficiently 
than by Sidney Sherman. By a happy co-incidence, he at this time commanded 
a volunteer company by commission of the Governor of Kentucky. This gave 
him facilities for raising troops for the service of Texas, and by the last of 
January, 1836, he had organized a company of fifty good men, and true as ever 
shouldered a musket. He immediately introduced a rigid system of discipline, 
requiring each volunteer to sign stringent articles of subordination, before he 
would enroll them ; some flinched and fell back, but those who signed wisely 
concluded that such strictness gave promise of an able commander. He mus- 
tered his company two weeks previous to the time fixed for their departure, 
and although in the depth of winter, he established a regular camp, subject to 
the strictest discipline, as if in the presence of an enemy. On the last day of 
December, 1836, he embarked on a steamer at Cincinnati, his men well armed, 
handsomely uniformed, and fully equipped, with a good supply of amunition and 
provisions. On the day of departure, in the midst of a snow-storm, the troops 
at the United States barracks at Newport, turned out and cheered them with a 



*A daughter of Roger Sherman is still living at Concord, Massachusetts 
She is the widow of the late Hon. Samuel Hoar, of that State, who held many 
distinguished positions during his life-time. Although quite advanced in 
years, Mrs- Hoar is yet very active in the' ministration of charity and benev- 
olence among the poor and needy of the neighborhood. 
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joyous salute, and thousands of ladies and gentlemen assembled at the quay 
of CiDcinnati to manifest their sympathy in the heroic enterprise. 

Captain Sherman maintained the most exact order on board the steamer 
during the voyage to Naohitoches, drilling his men every day. At Nachitoches, 
he "Was taken sick and detained two weeks; but he sent his company forward 
to Nacogdoches. There he rejoined them as soon as it was practicable, and 
forthwith resumed his march for Washington, on the Brazos. On his reaching 
that point, he found the country in great confusion. The Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Smith and Robinson, were at deadly feud. The Convention 
had not assembled, but the time for meeting was proximate. The brave, but 
ill-fated Col. Travis, beleaguered by an overwhelming force in the Alamo, was 
calling for aid. Captain Sherman had met the Commander-in-Chief, General 
Houston, on his way to the Cherokees for the purpose of negotiating a 
treaty with them. The people were enthusiastic, but without organization, 
and no one present to instruct, or guide, or lead them. Sherman paraded his 
company and proposed to the citizens of the town, an immediate call for volun- 
teers to march the next day for the relief of the Alamo. He stated to them 
that after relieving the gallant Travis and his comrades, he would return with 
his company to the United States, unless the Convention, then about to assem- 
ble, should speedily declare independence. On arriving at Gonzales, he found 
about two hundred citizen volunteers, well armed and equipped and impatient 
of camp idleness. The enemy at San Antonio, seventy-five miles distant, were 
about 7000 strong. The force at Gonzales was entirely insufficient to justify an 
attempt to break through the besieging army, and relieve Travis and his brave 
companions. Captain Sherman remained at Gonzales near two weeks, in pain- 
ful inactivity. Finally, General Houston arrived and took the command ; on 
the next day, the first regiment of Texian volunteers was organized, and Sher- 
man was solicited to run for the colonelcy of it ; this he declined in favor of 
General Barleson, an old citizen and well tried warrior. Sherman was elected 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Late on the same day, intelligence was received that the Alamo had fallen, 
and its brave defenders indiscriminately slaughtered. The army made an im- 
mediate and basty retreat. On their arrival at the Brazos, where some respite 
was enjoyed, the second regiment was organized, and Col. Sherman elected to 
the command of it. At Colorado, he was detached from the main body of the 
army, and occupied a position some miles above it. He here asked permission 
of the Commander-in-Chief to cross the river and give battle to General Sesma, 
who was in open camp on the opposite side, with about seven hundred men. 
Col Sherman was confident of his ability to defeat that detachment of the 
enemy; by doing so, he would, in all probability, have saved Fannin and his 
companions from an inglorious slaughter. But he was ordered not to move 
from his quarters, nor do anything to provoke the enemy. Like a good soldier, 
he obeyed the obnoxious order, and eventually was constrained to retreat with 
the main body to San Felipe, and thence to the thickets and lagoons of the 
Brazos bottom, some twenty miles above. 

At San Jacinto, on the 20th April, 1836, Col. Sherman led the small squadron 
of cavalry (sixty-eight in number) in an attack upon a detachment of the en- 
emy, that occupied an island of timber between the hostile camps. He con- 
ducted the attack with admirable gallantry, but soon discovered that he was 
about to become involved in a contest with a force greatly outnumbering him. 
He adroitly extricated himself with small loss, and returned to camp. On the 
21st of April, in the battle of San Jacinto, of (vorld-wide fame, he commanded 
the left wmg and opened the onslougbt. He first sounded the war-cry— " ie^- 
memher tlie Alamo ! Goliad and the Alamo ! '' It was a day of vengeance and 
deep retribution ; and Col. Sherman acted a full and conspicuous part in its 
consummation. 

After remaining with the army several months in the West, and finding the 
enemy not disposed to return, Col. Sherman asked permission to return to 
Kentucky, where he had left his wife. President Burnet did not accept his res- 
ignation, which he had tendered, but gave him a commission as a Colonel of a 
regiment of cavalry m the regular service, with orders to proceed to the United 
ibtates and enlist his men, &c. Before leaving the Brazos, he was taken sick 
and confined to his bed for ten weeks, and was for some time, in a very critical 
condition, his recovery beiug very doubtful. When about to leave his comnan- 
lons m arms, the Secretary of War presented him with the stand of colors 
•which he had brought to the country, accompanied with the following note • ' 
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War Department, Velasco, August 6th, 1836. 
This stand of colors, presented by the ladies of Newport, Kentucky, to Cap- 
tain Sidney Sherman, is the same which triumphantly waved on the memorable 
battle field of San Jacinto ; and, is by this Government presented to the lady 
of Col. Sidney Sherman, as a testimonial of his gallant conduct on that occa- 
sion. 

A. SOMERYILLE, Secretary of War. 
Approved^ David G. Burnet. 

Col. Sherman was again taken sick in Louisiana, on his way home, and was 
confined six weeks. In consequence of his exposures and fatigues in the army, 
his health was seriously impaired for a long time. Notwithstanding, his very in- 
firm health, soon after reaching home, he sent out some troops and a quantity 
of clothing for those in the field, who were very destitute. In January, 1837, he 
arrived with bis family in Texas, and shortly after settled upon the San Jacinto 
Bay, where be resided for several years. In 1842, he was elected a Representa- 
tive to Congress, for Harris county, and was appointed Chairman of the Milita- 
ry Committee. His health being still but partially resuscitated, he was able to 
occupy his seat but for a small portion of the session. As Chairman &c., he 
introduced a bill providing for the election of a Major-General of Militia, and the 
protection of the frontier. This bill was vetoed by President Houston, but pas 
sedboth Houses of Congress by a constitutional majority. The election was to 
be by joint ballot of both Houses, and hold for one year, the people afterwards 
to elect a Major-General for the term of four years The expediency of the first 
election was suggested by the very exposed and suffering condition of the 
inland frontier. Col. Sherman was urged to be a candidate for that office, but 
be declined in favor of General Rusk, who was elected. At the expiration of 
General Busk's term, Sherman was elected Major-General by a popular vote, 
which office he held until annexation and the State Constitution. While in that 
office, he was appointed by the Congress, President of the Court-Martial, for 
the trial of Commodore Moore, and other naval officers. The Court sat for six 
weeks, and the parties charged were honorably acquitted. 

Since the blending of the Lone Star with the great constellation. Gen. Sherman 
has withdrawn from the toib and privations of camps, and the bustle of politics, 
to the quietude and more genial employments of private life. In 1846, he con- 
ceived the idea of rebuilding the old town of Harrisburg, which had been de- 
stroyed by Santa Anna, in 1886. With this view, he purchased a large interest 
in the town site, and about 4,000 acres adjoining it. He then proceeded to Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, where he enlisted capitahsts, and organized a company to 
build a railroad from Harrisburg, westward. He had many serious obstacles to 
contend with. The country was new, and but imperfectly known in the North. 
and the project of a railroad in a State of small population, and small agricul- 
tural productions, was not very fascinating. Nevertheless, he finally succeeded^ 
and built the first railway in Texas. The locomotive "Gen. Sherman," was the 
first that appeared West of the Sabine, and the second West otf the Mississippi. 
One at St. Louis, Missouri, was introduced a few months before it. Gen. Sher- 
man is strictly the father of the railroad system in Texas. That he has thus con- 
ferred an inestimable blessing on the State, will not be doubted. When the whole 
area of our extensive territory shall be pervaded by a net- work of these great 
facilities, the name of Sheeman vnll be remembered as the enterprising and pa- 
triotic pioneer in their introduction. 

We should not close this sketch without noticing briefly the several misfortunes 
which have befallen Gen. Sherman, of late years. In 1853, he lost a valuable 
saw miU, and all the machinery belonging to him and Mr. D. W. C. Harris. It 
was entirely consumed by fire. Only a few months afterwards, Gen. Sherman's 
dwellino- house in Harrisburg, then one of the finest buildings in the State, was 
also consumed by fire, together with a portion of his furniture. He was then 
compelled to break up house keeping, and sent his wife and children to their 
relatives in Kentucky, removing his remaining furniture and papers to the rail- 
road office near by . But as if his misfortunes would never cease, the railroad 
office also took fire, not long after, when he lost nearly all the balance of his fur- 
niture, and all his valuable papers which had been accumulating for thirty years, 
many of them of great value to himself and others, relating to pubHc affairs^ 
which would have been valuable to the future historian of our country. It was, 
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we believe, previous to these heavy losses, in March, 1852, that Gen. Sherman 
was among the unfortunate passengers on board the steamer " Farmer," when 
she blew up within a few miles of this city, with the loss of some thirty or forty 
lives, and many others seriously injured. Gen, Sherman was thrown from his 
berth with a portion of the wheel-house some hundred yards into the water, but 
fortunately, was not seriously hurt, and succeeded in saving himself on the wreck 
of the wheel-house. 

II is now about two years since Gen. Sherman remored to this city, chiefly for 
tiie purpose of educating his children ; and he still resides here. 

Like some others who participated in the early struggles of the country. Gen. 
Sherman has derived but little material benefit from its redemption. That his - 
latter days may be his happiest, is the fervent wish of his 
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OFFICERS OF THE STATE. 

[At the present time.] 



EXECUTIVE DEPAETMENT. 



JVames. Salary. 

Elisha M. Pease, Governor, $3000 
Samuel Harris, Private Secretary, $900 



Names. Salary. 

Edward Clark, Secret'y of State, $1800 
Bird Holland, Ass't S'y of State, 



Office hours from 9 o'clock, A. M., to 8 o'clock, P. M. 

LIEUTENANT GOVEENOE. 
H. E. Eunnels, Lieutenant Governor, who is President of Senate, and receives $5 
per diem during session of Legislature. 

TEEASUEEE. 
Names. Salary. I Names. 

James H. Eaymond, Treasurer, $1800 | H. H. Haynie, Clerk, 
Office hours from 9 o'clock, A. M.. to 3 o'clock, P. M. 



Salat^. 
- $900 



SUPEEME COUET. 



Names, Salary. 

John Hemphill, Chief Justice, $3000 
E. T. "Wheeler, Associate Justice, $3000 
O. M. Eoberts, Associate Justice, $3000 
Thomas Green, Clerk, - Office fees. 
Wm. L. Chahners, Deputy, do 



Names. 
Charles Eosignol, Deputy, 
Samuel L. Earle, Deputy, 

0. C. Hartley, ) 



Salary, 
Office fees, 
do 

Eeporters. 



E. K. Hartley! 

Terms of the Supreme Court. 
Austin — On the third Monday of October of each year — nine weeks. 
Gal'Geston — On the first Monday of January of each year — ten weeks. 
Tyler— Oxv the first Monday in April of each year, till the 1st of July, or until 
all business before the Court shall be disposed of. 

ATTOENEY GENEEAL. 
James Willie, Attorney General, salary $1800. 

COUET OF CLAIMS. 



Names. Salary, 

J. 0. niingworth, Commissioner, $2500 
Wm, S. Hotchkiss, Chief Clerk, $1000 



Narn^s. Salary, 

J. Patrick Henry, Second Clerk, $900 



Sessions in the Capitol, Austin. Always open from 9 o'clock, A. M to 8 
o'clock, P, M. ' ' 
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GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 



Stephen Crosby, Commissioner, $2000 

Eobert M. Elgin, Chief Clerk, 1200 

Xavier De Bray, Translator, - 1200 

C. W. Pressler, Chief Draftsman, 1200 

Herman Wilkie, Draftsman, - 1100 

Conrad C. Stremme, do - 1000 

T. Brichta, do - 1000 

James Bronne, do - 1000 

Joseph Martin, do - 1000 

"W. Van Rosenberg, do - 1000 

F. H. Arlitt, do - 1000 

T.Everett, Assistant Clerk, 900 

James M. Long, do 900 

P. Priestly, do 900 

The. D. Ormsby, do 900 

Fred. W. Moore, do 900 

Office hours from 9 o'clock, to 3 o'clock, 



Names. 
W. H. Houston, Assistant Clerk, 



C. A. liarrison, 
P. W. Humphries, 
W. H.Thomas, 
Rhoads Fisher, 
Alfred G-rooms, 
Samuel T. Scott, 
J. T. Shanks, 
Chas. H. Rondeau, 
Chas. H. Rushton, 
C. L. Haralson, 
P. M. Shipley, 
W.D. Beard, 
F. "W. Giraud, 
Thos. J. Patterson, 

P. M, 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



, 1900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 
900 



Names. 



COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. 



Salary. 



James B. Shaw, Comptroller, |1800 
George J. Durham, Chief Clerk, 1200 
W. L. Hill, Clerk of Tax Bureau, 1200 
Geo. G. Simcox, Assistant Clerk, 900 
Patrick 0' Gorman, do 900 



Names. Salai^. 

J. T. Johnson, Assistant Clerk, $900 
John F. Purvis, do 900 

H. W. Raglin, do 900 

R. Barr, do 900 



Office hours from 9 o'clock, A. M., to 3 o'clock, P. M 



TEXAS RAILROADS. 



RAILROAD CHARTEES FORFEITED. 

1. Texas Railroad, Navigation and Banking Company— chartered Dec. 16, 1836. 

2. Galveston and Brazos Railroad — chartered May 24, 1838. 

3. Houston and Brazos Railroad Company— chartered June 26, 1839. 

4. Harrisburg Railroad and Trading Company— chartered January 9, 1841. 

5. Lavaca, Guadalupe and San Saba Railroad Company— chartered May 8, 1846. 

6. Colorado and Wilson Creek Railroad Company — chartered May, 1846. 

7. Eio Grande Eailroad and Turnpike Company — chartered February 5, 1850. 
S. Brazos and Bernard Railroad and Plankroad Company— charted Deo. 2, 1850. 
9. Brazos and Colorado Railroad Comoany — chartered February 16, 1852. 

10. Texas Western Eailroad Company— [extending from Aransas Bay to the 

Eio Grande] — chartered February 16, 1852. 

11. Indianola and Victoria Plank and Turnpike Eoad Company — chartered Feb. 

7,1863. 

12. Virginia Point and Austin Eailroad Company — chartered Feb. 7, 1853. 

13. Columbia, Wharton and Austin Eailroad Company — chartered Jan. 80, 1854. 

14. Gulf Coast and Austin City Eailroad Company — chartered Feb. 9, 1854. 

15. Mai-shall Eailroad and Plankroad Company — chartered Feb. 8, 1850. 

16. New Orleans, Texas and Pacific Eailroad Company — chartered Feb . 16, 1852. 
•17. Chambers' Transportation Company — chartered Feb. 11, 1854. 

EAILEOAD CHARTEES STILL IN FOECE. 

1. Galveston and Eed Eiver Eailroad Company, name changed to Houston and 

Texas Central. 

2. Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Eailroad Company. 

3. La Salle and El Paso Eailroad Compauy. 

4. San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Eailroad Company. 
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5. Henderson and Burkville Eailroad Company, name changed to Mexicaa 

Gulf and Henderson. 

6. Aransas Koad Company. 

7. Texas Central Eailroad Company. 

8. Texas and Louisiana Eailroad Company. 

9. Vicksburg and El Paso or Texas Western Eailroad Company, name changed 

to Southern Pasific. 

10. Brownsville and Eio Grande Eailroad Company. 

11. Colorado Valley Eailroad Company. 

12. Galveston, Houston and Henderson Eailroad Company. 

13. Marshall Eailroad Company. 

14. Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Eailroad Company. 

15. Tyler and Dallas Eailroad Company. 

16. Jefferson Eailroad Company. 

17. Sabine and Eio Grande Eailroad Company. 

18. Sabine and Sulphur Springs Eailroad Company. 

19. Brazos Branch Eailroad Company. 

20. Terraqueous Transportation Company. 

21. Houston Tap Eailroad Company. 

22 Henderson and Logansport Eailroad Company. 
28. Huntsville Eailroad Company, 

24. Powder Horn, Victoria and Gonzales Eailroad Company. 

25. Sabine and Galveston Bay Eailroad and Lumber Company. 

26. Washington County Eailroad Company. 

27. Houston Tap and Brazoria Eailroad Company. 

We now proceed to give below the leading provisions of the several Charters 
still in force, together with the subsequent amendments, &c. : 

1. Galveston and Red River, or Houston and Texas Central Railway Compamt- 
Approved 11th March, 1848, 2d Legislature, page 370. From some point on b-ai- 
veston Bay to some point on Eed Eiver, between our Eastern boundary and coi- 
fee's Station. To commence in two years from June 1st, 184S, and complete iuu 
miles in five years. . ^ n ^^ 

Amendment of 3d Leg., p. 208, extends time to commence in two years trom 
June 1st, 1850, and to complete 100 miles in five years from same time. 

Amendment, 4th Leg., 1st Session, p. 142, allows the Company to commence 
within five years from February 14th, 1852, and complete twenty miles m- six 
years ; and gives eight sections of land to the mile, on condition of commencing 
within two years from February 14th, 1852, and completing ten miles m tHree 
years. Same Session legalizes the commencement at Houston, and gives authori- 
ty to extend it to Galveston, and construct a branch to Austin. Under the 
general sixteen section law, this Company had to complete twenty-five miles by 
January, 1856, to secure the additional eight sections, but _ 

Amendment, 6th Leg., 1st Session, approved January 23d, 1856, gives to July 
31st, 1856, to complete said twenty-live miles, but deprives the Oorapany ot 
branching privileges till they shall have reached Eed Eiver with the mam trunk. 

Amendment, 6th Leg., adjourned Session, p. 259, passed Sept. 1st, 1^'"^^^ P^J" 
mits the Company to change their name to the Eovston and Texas Ce/itraO -^^^^^''~ 
loay Gompany ; and gives it the right to cross any navigable streanis, provided 
navigation is not obstructed thereby, either by bridge or ferry. The failure also 
to complete the second section of twenty-five miles is not to deprive the Compa- 
ny of the benefits of land donations under the general law, or any like law, pro- 
vided the second and third sections, amounting to at least fifty miles, shall be 
completed two years after the construction of the first section. The right is 
granted to make charges upon passengers and freight — of not more than hve 
cents per mile for passengers, and fifty cents per 100 pounds and twenty-five 
cents per foot for frei2:ht per every 100 miles. 

2. Buffalo Bayou^Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company — Approved Feb. 
11th, 1850, 3d Leg., p. 194. To commence on Bufi^alo Bayou, between Houston 
and Lynchburg, and to run to some point between Eichmond and Washington on 
the Brazos, with branches. Capital not to exceed $500,000. To commence in one 
year, and twenty miles to be in running order in two years. 

Act of 3d Leg., 1st Session, p. 13, legalizes the organization of the Company. 
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Amendment, 4th Leg., 1st Session, p. 68, gives one year to commence from the ■ 
passage of the charter, and three years to complete twenty miles. Extra Session, 
4th Leg., p. 3, gives to February ilth, 1854, and grants eight sections of land per 
mile. 

The 5th Leg., p's. 69 and 70, gives privileges granted to other roads, the same 
a-8 if the guage had been such as is required by law, with the privilege of extend- 
ing to Austin, and thence to connect with any road North of Austin towards the 
Pacific, between 96 "^ and 97"^ longitude, but no right to make branches allowed. 

Act of 1st Session, 6th Leg., app'roved February 2d, 1856, extends the time of 
locating certificates. 

The 6th Leg., adjourned Session, p. 279, grants that a failure to complete the 
second section of twenty-five miles within one year after the construction of the 
first section, shall not deprive the company of land bounties under the general 
law ; provided the second and third sections, amounting to at least fifty miles, be 
completed at the expiration of two years after the construction of the first section; 
provided also an exhibit be opened at some office of the Company of its 
affairs, at all reasonable times, for the inspection of stockholders ; and pro- 
vided a majority of directors reside in Texas, and all elections of officers be 
held in the 'State. Passed September 1st, 1856. There are thirty-two miles now 
in running order from Harrisburg to Eichmond. 

3. La SalLe and Bl Faso Railway Comjmny — Approved February 11th, 1850,. 
3d Leg., p. 181. From La Salle, or any other point on Matagorda Bay, to any 
point near El Paso, with a view to be continued to the Pacific or San Diego. To 
be commenced within three years from June 1st, 1850, and 200 miles to be com- 
pleted within five years thereafter. 

4th Leg., Extra Session, p. 12, gives five years from Feb. 5th, 1858, to commence 
and six years to build twenty miles. Eight sections to the mile given, but not 
unless the road is commenced before Feb. 5th, 1855, and ten miles completed by 
Feb. 5th, 1857. 

4. ^an Antonio and Mexican Gndf Railroad Company — Approved Sept. 5th, 
1850, 3d Leg., 1st Session, p. 32. From some point on the G-ulf, between Corpus 
Ohristi and Galveston, to some point at or near San Antonio, with branches. To 
be commenced in one year from November 1st, 1850, and twenty miles to be com- 
pleted in three years from commencement. 

4th Leg., Ist Session, p. 160, grants eight sections to the mile, but not unless 
the road Is commenced in two years from Feb. 14, 1852, nor unless ten miles are 
completed within three years. 

6th Leg., p. 142, extends the route, but the charter is to be forfeited if forty 
railes are not completed in two years from February 13th, 1856. 

6. Henderson and Burkville Railroad Company — Changed to Mecdcan Gidf 
and Henderson Railroad— K^^xovQdi Feb. 10th, 1852, 4th Leg., p. 97. From 
Henderson, through Shelby and San Augustine counties, to Burkville, with 
branches. Eight sections granted. To be commenced and completed in two 
years. 

Amendment, 5th Leg., p. 32, makes it commence on the East side of Galveston 
Bay, or West side of Sabine Lake ; thence not further West of Sabine Eiver, in 
latitude 31 ^ , than fifty miles, through Nacogdoches and Mt. Enterprise, to Hen- 
derson To commence in two years from January 27th, 1854, and complete 
twenty-five miles in three years. This charter reserves to the Company the X->ub- 
lic lands on each side of the road. 

Amendment, ^th Leg., 1st Session, approved January 24, 1656, changes name 
to '' Mexican Gulf and Henderson Railroad Compaiiy^^'' gives privilege of the 
sixteen section law for one year from the passage of this Act ; also, privilege of 
extending North to Eed Kiver, and commencing near the head of tide water on 
the Sabine, Neches, or Trinity Eivers, and requires the road to be completed from 
the point of beginning, to Henderson, before going to the Gulf at Sabine or Boh- 
vaTj on Galveston Bay. No branches allowed. 

Amendment, 6th Le^., adjourned Session, p. 140, gi'ants one year from Nov. 15, 
1866, to commence and complete twenty-five miles, and five years more to finish 
the road. All land grants to railroads by the "Act to encourage Eailroads," &c., 
are extended to the road until Nov. 15th, 1857. Any guage not less than five and 
one-half feet permitted. Passed Aug. 27th, 1856. 

6. Aransas Road Company— A.^^ro\Qdi Feb. 14, 1852, 4th Leg., p. 166. From 
Aransas Bay to or near Goliad, with the privilege of extension and branches. To 
be commenced by January 1, 1S5S, and completed in three years. 
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Amendment, 6th Leg., adjourned Session, pp. 240, 241, 242 and 243, in an Act 
supplemental to the Charter, gives the right to the Company to improve the navi- 
gation on Aransas Bar, and between that Bar and Corpus Christi, and to connect 
the road with said improvements; provided a suitable draw bridge be constructed 
by the Company over any navigable channel ; and provided the road across Ar- 
ansas Reef be made by January 1st, 1860, and the Bar be so improved as to afford 
nine feet water at low tide, before January 1st, 1861. Right is also given to close 
certain water channels, and levy certain tolls on certain conditions. Right of way 
granted, and mode of acquiring legal claims to adjoining lands defined. Right 
granted also to change the location of improvements to any distance^ within five 
miles of the original location, the restriction of the roads being continued. The 
right to construct turnpike from Goliad to coast terminus, to expire in 1858, and 
the right to construct branches in 1860. Capital, $1,000,000— five per cent, thereof 
to be owned by Conrmany of said capital, before any of the provisions of the 
Act can be secured. Passed Sept. 1, 1856. 

7. Texas Central Railroad Company— h.y^TO\'^d. Feb. 14th, 1862, 4th Leg., p. 
130. Commences on the Island or Bay of Galveston; thence to Brazos, Trinity or 
Red River, wherever the Company may choose, with branches ad libittcrn. ^ To 
commence in five years, and to complete twenty miles in six years. Eight sections 
of land given, but not unless the road is commenced in two years, and ten miles 
completed in three years. The road not commenced, and therefore, the land 
bonus forfeited 

8. Texas and Louisiana Railroad Company — Approved February 14th, 1852, 
4th Leg., p. 136. To commence on the East boundary of the State, in Harrison 
county; thence via Marshall and Austin, to El Paso, with branches. To com- 
mence in five years and complete twenty miles in six years. Eight sections 
granted to the mile, but not unless the road is commenced in two years and ten 
miles completed in three years. This charter is understood to be now under the 
control of the South Pacific Railroad Company. The land bonus, is of course, 
forfeited, unless the commencement of the South Pacific Railroad be considered 
as satisfying two charters. 

9. Vicksburg and El Taso^ or Texas Western^ now changed to Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad Company— A^^ro^Qd. Feb 16, 1852, 4th Leg , p. 197. To commence 
at a point on the East boundary of the State ; thence to El Paso, with branches. 
To be commenced in five years, and twenty miles to be completed in six years. — 
Eight sections granted to the mile, but not unless the road is commenced in four 
years, and ten miles are completed in five years. Reserves public lands on both 
sides of the road, 6 miles wide. 

By Act of 6th Leg., adjourned Session, passed Aug. 16, 1856, the name of the 
above Company is changed to Southern Pacific Railroad Company^ and the acts 
under the previous names made as valid as if under the present name. This 
amendment reheves the Company from completing ten miles in five years, and 
only requires the ten miles to be graded and cross-tied in that time, and this was 
done in the time, that is, Feb 16^1857. 

10. Brownsville and Rio Grande Railroad Company — Approved 7th of Feb., 
1853,4th Leg. Ex. Session, p. 68. To commence on Laguna Madre, at Brazos St. 
lago, Brazos or Clark's Islands ; thence to the Rio Grande, and up and down said 
river, with branches. To commence in five years and complete twenty miles in 
six years. Eight Sections granted to the mile, but not unless the road is com- 
menced in three years, and'ten miles completed in four years. 

.5th Leg., p. 182^ amends, but does not change the time. 

6th Leg., adjourned Session, pp. 99 and 100 increases the branching privileges 
and extends the time. No land to be donated unless the road be comrnenced in fi've 
years and ten miles finished within six years ; the Charter to be void unless the 
road be commenced in six years from passage of the Act, [Aug. 20, 1856,] and 
completed from the starting point to Brownsville, &c. 

11. Colorado Valley Railroad Cowjoojwy— Approved Feb. 7, 1853, 4th Leg., Ex- 
tra Session, p. 73. To commence on Matagorda or Trespalacios Bay, between Half 
Moon Reef and Carancua Bay; thence to Austin, or some point below, on Colora- 
do River, with the right of extending to Fredericksburg, with branches. To com- 
mence within five years, and twenty miles to be completed in ten years. Eight 
sections granted to the mile, but not unless the road is commenced in two years, 
and twenty-five miles constructed each year thereafter, till completed. 

5tb Leg., p. 81, permits the Company to commence any where on Matagorda or 
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Trespalacios Bays, and to extend above Austin and connect with the Mississippi 
and Pacific Eoad, so as not to conflict with other charters previously granted. 
First meeting of Commissioners required at Matagorda, on or before the first 
Monday in May, 1854. No land granted for any road not constructed within ten 
years. 

^ 12. Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad Company/— A^^ro^ed Feb. 
7th, 1858, 4th Leg., Extra Session, p. 56. To commence at Galveston ; thence to 
Houston; thence to Henderson, with branches. To commence in twelve months 
from March 1, 1853, and forty miles to be completed in three years. 

5th Leg., p._ 21, grants eight sections to the mile when twenty miles are com- 
pleted. Public land reserved three miles on each side, with the privilege to ex- 
tend beyond Henderson, and connect with the Pacific or any other railroad East 
of the Trinity. 

Amendment, 6th Leg., 1st Session, approved January 23d 1856, gives six 
months longer, viz : To July 30th, 1856, to complete tweniy-five miles, so as to 
secure the eight additional sections under the sixteen section law. 
^ The adjourned Session of 1856, extends the time to complete the first twenty- 
five miles, to May 1, 1S6Y, and requires forty miles to be completed by November 
1, 1857, and also requires twenty-five miles to be completed every year after May 
1, 1857, and the Company is required to abandon all claim to land except under 
the^ sixteen section law ; to have its of&ce in Texas, and its records in the State^ 
subject to inspection of all withm six months. A majority of its directors are 
also required to be resident citizens. 

13. Marshall Railroad' Company — Approved Feb. 7th, 1853, 4th Leg., 
Extra Session, p. 60. To commence so as to connect with the New Orleans, 
Texas and Pacific Railroad ; thence to Marshall, with branches. To be com- 
menced in five 3^ears, and twenty miles to be completed in six years. Eight 
Sections granted to the mile, but not unless commenced in four years, and 
ten miles completed in five years. 

14. Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad. Gowpany — Approved Feb' 
7th, 1853, 4th Leg., Extra Session, p. 79. To commence on Ped River^ 
opposite the Memphis and Arkansas Railroad, near White Oak Shoals ; thence 
up Red River, crossing the head waters of the Trinity ; thence to Salt Fork 
of the Brazos, crossing the Brazos near Fort Belknap ; thence to the Rio 
Grande, near El Paso, with branches. Company to commence in two years, 
and build twenty-five miles every year after, until completed. Eight sections 
granted to the mile, but not unless the road is commenced in three years, 
and twenty-five miles are built in three years from the date of the charter. 
Takes efl'ect from its passage. 

5th Leg., p. 73, amends, and requires the Company to commence in the 
valley of Red River, in Texas ; thence to the Rio Grande, opposite to or 
near El Paso ; provided, however, that if the Mississippi and Pacific road 
should not enter Texas near or opposite Fulton, or White Oak Shoals ; then 
the beginning point shall not be North of the Spanish Blufl^ on Red River. 
To be commenced within two years from the 1st of October, 1854, and five 
miles to be finished in one year after, and twenty miles every year after 
that. 

Another charter granted, approved Feb. 4th, 1856. 6th Leg. Road to 
commence at the western terminus of the Mississippi, Ouachita and Red Riv- 
er Railroad, or of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad, on the Eastern boundary 
of Texas, between Sulphur Fork and Red River, and run West to near El 
Paso, with the right to connect with any other road to El Paso, forming one 
road and Company. Stockholders are not liable for losses or debts beyond 
the amount of their shares. Rates, five cents per mile for passengers, and 
fifty cents per one hundred pounds, one hundred miles, for freight. Eight 
miles wide reserved. Patents to be granted on completion of every ten 
miles. Four-fifths of the Stockholders required to make sale of this charter. 

Supplement, approved same date, annuls the charter, unless the road is 
commenced by March 1st, 1857, and unless one hundred miles are graded 
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within four years from the commencement; forbids the sale of tlie cKarter 
absolutely ; requires the lands of the reserve to be surveyed and sectionized^ 
and a map to be furnished the Land Office within four years from March 
Ist, 1856, or reservation forfeitec'. 

The 6th, Leg., adjourned Session, p. 112, passed August 25th, 1856, requires 
applications for certificates to be accompanied by a sworn and subscribed 
statement, from the Chief Engineer, President and Secretary of the Com- 
pany, of the number of miles graded, the Governor to examine sucb state- 
ments, and if correct, then to direct the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue said certificates. No title to such land to be vested in the- 
Company until twenty-five miles of the road is in running order ; and pro- 
vided that no loan shall be made upon said road, on any part constructed 
West of the Trinity River. 

15. Tyler and Dallas Eailroad Company — Approved Feb. 1st, 1854, 5tb 
Leg., pp. 47 to 54. To commence within three years from Feb., 1st, 1864^ 
and the Company required to complete twenty miles in five years, 

16. Jefferson Railroad Cow-pa'/iy— Approved Feb. 2d, 1854, 5th Leg., pp. 
89 to 64. To commence at Jefferson, in Cass county, and connect with the 
Missisippi and Pacific, or Yicksburg and El Paso Road, at some suitable 
point. To commence within thi-ee years from Feb. 2d, 1854, and complete- 
twenty miles, or the whole road, within five years. 

I'Z. Sabine and Rio Grande Railroad Company — Approved Feb. 6th., 1854^ 
5th Leg., p. 74. To commence on the Sabine River, near 31 deg. North lat. ;. 
thence to near Burkville, in Newton county; thence through the counties 
of Jasper, Tyler, Polk, Walker, Grimes, Brazos, Burleson and Travis, ta 
Austin ; thence to San Antonio : thence to some point on the Rio Grande 
near Presidio del Rio Grande, between Las Moras and Palafax. Required to 
commence in five years from Feb. 6th, 1854, and to complete twenty miles, 
in six years. 

18. Sabine and Sidjjhur Siyrings Railroad Company — Approved Feb. 8th^ 
1854, 6th Leg., p. 88, To commence on the line of the Yickeburg and Eli 
Paso Railroad, between Marshall and Sabine River. Thence to Gilmer iia 
Upshur county, and to Sulphur Springs in Hopkins county. Eight sections- 
granted to the mile, but not unless ccmmenced and finished in five years> 
Charter void unless commenced in five years from Feb. 8th, 1854, and twenty 
miles completed in six years. 

19. Brazos Branch Railroad Company — Approved Feb. 10th, 1854, 5th 
Leg., p. 121. Road commencing on or near the right bank of the Brazos, 
near Washington, and thence on the most accessible direct route to intersect 
the Galvsteon and Red Pv.iver Railroad, or Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Col- 
orado Railroad, or the Texas Central Railroad. To be commenced in two- 
years from Feb. 10th, 1854, and finished in five year^ thereafter. 

6th Leg., adjourned Session, pp. 252 and 253, extends the time of com- 
mencing the road. If it is not commenced within one year from and after 
the completion of the Galveston and Red River Railroad to the Navasoto- 
River, and finished in five years after, the charter to be null and void. The 
provisions of the charter not to extend beyond ninety years ; the Company 
to relinquish all roads, except a road from Washington to the point of inter- 
section with the Galveston and Red River Railroad, at or near the Navasoto 
River. Passed September 1st, 1856. 

20. The Terraqueoics Transportation Company — Charter granted 1st Ses- 
sion, 6th Leg., Feb. 6th, 1856, to Gen. T. J. Chambers and associates, said 
Chambers representing that he had invented a vehicle capable of traveling 
equallj'" by land and water, and passing from one to the other with passen- 
gers and freight, with speed and safety, equal if not superior to first classy 
steamers by water, and railroads by land. The charter gives the privilege 
\o construct 4,000 miles of this road to be proportioned out,, as equally as- 
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possible, between the different portions of the State. Right of way given 30C 
feet wide, to proceed over the land, rivers, lakes and bays of the State. Thi 
amount of its Stock is unlimited. Duration of the charter, 100 years. ISTc 
time to commence the construction named, and charter not liable to forfeit- 
ur e, as no conditions are required to secure it, 

21. Houstoyi Tap i^a^Vroa^— Chartered by 6th Leg., Jan. 26th, 1856. To extend 
from the city of Houston to tap Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Eailroad. 
Charter authorizes the city of Houston to tax the property of its citizens one per 
cent., and also to levy a license tax by consent of a majority of the voters ; thk 
tax to be used solely for the construction of this road. The city is authorized to 
issue its bonds for that purpose, but the interest on them not to exceed the 
amount of the tax. Under this authority, the tax was voted almost unanimously; 
and the road was built forthwith. 

22. Henderson and Logaiuport Railroad Company — Passed September Istj 
1856, 6th Leg., pp . 291," 292, 293, 294, 295 and 296. Capital, $1,000,000, 
with power to increase to $2,000,000. To commence at a point on the 
Sabine River, opposite to, or near the town of Logansport, in Louisiana, 
rnnning by most suitable route to Henderson. Right of way granted, and not 
to exceed 150 feet in width. The charter to be void, if the road is not com- 
menced within one year from July 1st, 1868, and ten miles in running order, 
or twenty miles graded, with cross-ties, within three years from its com- 
m.encement ; the office of the Company to be in Henderson ; a majority of 
the directors to be citizens of Texas ; the Company to be entitled to all 
general laws enacted for the encouragement of Railroads in Texas. 

23. The HuntsviUe Railroad Company — Passed Sept. 1st, 1856, 6th Leg., ad- 
journed Session, pp. 220 to 225. Capital, $1,000,000, which may be increased to 
$2,000,000. To commence at a suitable point on the Galveston and Red River 
Railroad, in Grimes county, running by or near the town of HuntsviUe, to the 
Trinity River, at such point as may be selected. The Company entitled to all the 
pri\dleges, and subject to all the restrictions of all laws enacted or to be enacted 
in regard to railroads. The charter to be null and void if the road is not com- 
menced by Jan. 1st, 185S, and ten miles in running order within three years after 
its commencement. 

24. Povjder Horn^ Victoria and Gonzales Railroad Company — Sixth Leg., 
adjourned Session, pp. 229 to 234. Capital not to exceed $5,000,000. To com- 
mence on Lavaca Bay, as near the mouth of Powder Horn Bayou as practicable, 
thence running direct to Victoria ; thence to Gonzales. The Company subject to 
all the restrictions and entitled to all the privileges of previous enactments in re- 
gard to Railroads in Texas. The charter to be void if the road is not commenced 
in one year, and twenty-five miles completed in three years after the passage of 
this Act, (Sept. 1st, 1856, ) twenty-five miles to be completed annuUly. If the 
road be carried beyond Gonzales to Austin, twenty-five miles to be completed an- 
nually, under the same conditions and penalties. 

25. Sabine and Galveston Bay Railroad and Licmber Company — Passed Sept. 
1st, 1856., 6th Leg., adjourned Session, pp. 198 to 203. Capital $2,000,000, wi'th 
power to increase it to $3,500,000. To commence at a point on Sabine River, at 
or near Madison in Orange County, running thence to tide w^ter of Galveston 
Bay to a point not north of the town of Liberty or South of Smith's point, crossing 
the Neches River at or near the town of Beaumont, in JcflPerson County. The 
Company to be entitled to all the privileges and subject 'o all the restrictions of 
all previous enactments in regard to railroads. The charter to be void unless the 
road be commenced within one year from the passage of the Act, and twenty-five 
miles completed within two years thereafter. 

26. Washington County Railroad Company — Charter granted by 6th Leg.. 
Feb. 2d, 1856, p. 49. Road to run from any point on the Houston and Texafi 
Central, an i to cross the Brazos River into Washington County, to Brenham, ' 
the County Seat. Capital stock, $1,000,000, with privilege to increase it to two 
millions. Five per cent, to be paid at the time of subscribing. Shares, $100 
each. $200,000, with five per cent, paid, required to entitle the Company to or- 

. ganize — the organization to take place at Chappell Hill. The charter to be void 
unless the road shall be commenced in one year from July 1st, 1857, and ten 
miles completed in three years from commencement. 
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2*7. Houston Tap and Brazoria Railway Company — Charter granted, Sep. 
1st, 1856, 6th Leg., adjourned Session, pp. 262 to 271, limits the capital to 
$1,000,000; to commence at or in Houston, intersecting B. B., B. and CoL 
Raih'oad not more than nine miles from Harrisburg, thence runs to any 
point on the Brazos River, in Brazoria county, and on the Colorado River, 
the Company may choose. The freight, passengers and cars of this Com- 
pany to be transported over the B. B., B. and Colorado Railroad, on such 
terms as may not conflict with section 2d of the Act of Jan., 1852, in rela- 
tion to the latter road. Mode of adjusting compensation between tha 
Companies defined. This Company may have the same guage as the B. B., 
B. and Colorado Railroad, and is subjected to ill the restrictions, and entitled 
to all the privileges of other roads. Within three years after the passage of 
this Act, this Company may construct a section of the road from Columbia 
to any poiat on the Colorado, in Wharton county. 

[On a future page of this work, it will be seen which of the above roads have 
been commenced at all, and what has been the progress of their construction.] 



DISTRICT COURTS. 

The following table shows the Judges and District Attorneys of all the Judi- 
cial Districts, with the coanties belonging to each, and the days of opening each 
court. Each court has two terms in the year, and each term commences on Mon- 
day, so the figures indicate the Monday for the commencement of each lerm. — 
Since the isaue of our last Almanac, new elections have taken place for Judges or 
■ District Attorneys, in the 2d, 3rd, 7th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th and 14th Districts; 
bat the following table gives the officers of all the Judicial Districts as they 
now are : 

First Distkiot — Jas. H. Bell, Judge ; W. B. Wilson, District Attorney. 



Austin, 9th after 1st in Ap. and Oct, 
Brazoria, 1st in " '' 

Colorado, 4th after 



Fayette, 6th after 1st in Ap. and Oct. 
Ft Bend, 11th after " " " 

Matagorda 2d 



Wharton, 3rd after 1st in April and October. 

Second District— A. W. Terrell, Judge; G. W. Jones, District Attorney. 

Bastrop, 1st in Ap. and Oct. I Guadalupe, 4th after 1st in Ap. and Oct. 

Caldwell, 2d after 1st in " " | Hays, 6th ''- " " " 

Travis, Tth after 1st in April and October. 

Third District— R. E. B. Baylor, Judge ; N. W. Battle, District Attorney. 



Washington, 2d in Mar. and Sep. 

Burleson, 3rd after 2d " " " 

Milam, 4th " 2d 



McLennan, 5th after 2d in Mar. and Sep. 
Bosque, 7th " " " 

Coryell, 8th ' 



Bell,' 8th after 2d in March and September. 
Fourth District — Thos. J. Devine, Ju Ige ; Frank Egan, District Attorney. 
Comal, 1st in Mar. and Sep. I Gillespie, 2d alter Ibt in Mar. and Sep. 

Kerr, 1st after 1st " " j Bexar, 4th " 



Fifth District — 0. W. Hicks, Jud 
Nacogdoches, 1st ' in Feb. and Aug. 
Angelina, 3rd after 1st in 



^e ; L. H. Casey, District Attorney. 
Jasper, 4th after 1st in Feb. and Aug. 
Newton, 6th " 



Sabine, 7th after 1st in February and August. 
Sixth District — C. A. Frazer, Judge ; Jeremiah Clough, District Attorney. 



Wood, 1st in Feb. and Aug. 

Upshur, 2d after 1st 



Harrison, 6th after 1st in Feb. and Aug 
Panola, 10th 



Rusk, 13 after 1st in February and August. 
Seventh District — P. W. Gray, Judge ; Jas. G. McDonald, District Attorney. 
Grimes, 1st in Ap. and Oct. I Montgomery, 5th after 1st in Ap. & Oct, 

Madison, 2d after 1st " " Harris, 7th " " <' 

WHlker,;3rd " " " | Galveston, 12th " « « 
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Eighth Disteiot — W. S. Todd, Judge . S. E. G-. Mills, District Attorney. 



Bowie, 2d after last 
Cass, 4th " 
Titus, 7tli 



in Feb. and Aug. 



BtopMns, 9th after last in Feb. and Aug. 
Hunt, 10th " 
Fannin, 11th 



Lamar, 13th after last in February and August. 
Ninth Dibtbiot — Eeuben A. Reeves, Judge ; Geo. Eessenbaum, Dist. Attorney. 



Houston, 1st in Mar. and Sep, 

Cherokee, 2d after 1st 
AndersoD, 6 th 



Henderson, 9th after 1st in Mar and Se^. 
Kaufman, 10th '' 
Van Zandt, 11th' 



Smith, 12th after 1st in March and September. 
Tenth District — Fielding Jones, Judge : "Wm. Tate, District Attorney. 



in Feb. and^ug. 



Lavaca, 5th after 1st in Feb. and Aug. 

De mtt, Tth " 

Gonzales, 9th " " " 



CalhouD, 1st 
Yictoria, 2d after 1st 
Jackson, 4th *' 

Eleventh Distbiot— J. F. Crosby, Judge ; A. C. Hyde, District Attorney. 
El Paso, 1st in March and September, j Presidio, 1st in May and ISovember. 
Twelfth Distbiot— Edmund J. Davis, Judge ; Edw. Dougherty, Dist. Attorney. 
Cameron, 1st in Mar. and Sep. | Starr, 6th after 1st in Mar. and Sep. 

Hidalgo; 4th after 1st " " I Webb, 8th " 

Thibteenth DisTBkoT— John Gregg, Judge; Chas. Stewart, District Attorney. 
Brazos, 1st in Mar, and Sep. I Hill, 1st after 4th m Mar. and Sep. 

Eebeertson, 2d " " | Navarro, 2d after 4th " 

Falls 3rd " "I Freestone, 4th after 4th " 

Limestone, 4th *' " I I^on, 5th " " 

FoTJBTEENTH DistbiOt— M. P. NortoH, Judgc ; J. B. Murphy, District Attorney 



in Ap. and Oct. 



San Patricio, 1st 

Live Oak, 1st after 1st 

Karnes, 2d " 

Fifteenth Distbiot— Jas. M. Maxcy, Judge 



Goliad, 4th afteflst in Ap and Oct. 
Eefugio, 6th " " " 

Nueces, 8th " " " 

Sam. A. Wilson, District Attorney. 



Liberty, 8rd in Mar. and Sep. 
Polk, 2d after 8rd " " " 

Trinity, 4th after 3rd " " 

Sixteenth Distbiot— Nat. M. Burford, 

Colin, 8rd after 4th in Mar. and Sep. 
Grayson. 5th " " 

Cook, Yth '< 

Denton, 8th " ;; ;; 

Wise, 9th 



^y'ler, 5th after 3rd m Mar. and Sep. 
Orange, 7th " 
Jefferson, 8th " " 

Judge; John C. McCoy, Dist. Attorney. 
Parker, 10th after 4th in Mar. and Sep. 
Johnson, 11th " " " 

Ellis, 12th " " '' 

Tarrant, 14th " " 

Dallas, 16th 



Sbventeeth Distbiot-E. H. Vontress, Judge ; - Posey, pi^trict Attorney, 
damson, 1st in Mar. and Sep. San Saba, 6th after Ist m Mar. and Sep. 
4. o^.i o-pfa-r laf " " Mc Culloch, 7th " 



Williamson. 
Burnet, 3rd after 1st 
*La Salle, 4th 
Llano, 5th 



Mc Culloch, 7th 
Brown, 8th 
Lampasas, 9th 



EmHTBENTH PI.TBIOT-E. H. Buctoer, Jnage; Ja.. P^-'. District Attorney 



Atascosa, 3rd after 1st in Mar. and Sep. 
Medina, 4th 
Bandera, oth 



Uvalde, 6th after Ist in Mar. and Sep. 
Kinney, 7th " " !' 

Maverick, 8 th 



^-This county was not created, the Governor having vetoed the bill. 



PENITENTIARY. 

In pursuance of a provision in our State Constitution, and anlAct of the Legi^ 
ifltTire of March, 1848, the Governor appointed Commissioners, who, m June, i64:b, 
selected the town of Huntsville, Walker Co., a. a suitable point for the Pemten- 
fUrv The site embraces five acres and an out lot of ninety-eight acres for timber. 
Since* wHch the State has been engaged in its erection, mainly >y convict labor, 
^^SdTnTto the plan. The extensiv'e walls enclose an area of 11,000 square yards 
S^cont^ains240W^^ feet by eight in height and ^^^gth mth work^^^^^^^^^^ 

and hospital, together with a building for factory purposes, 270 feet by fifty teet, 
and two stories high. 
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COST.— From it8 location in June to the close of the present year, embracing 
a period of nine years and six months, the entire amount appropriated, direct or 
fiidirect, for its erection, and the entire expense of the system, has been $142,405, 
being an average of $15,823 per annum, against which the State has, as real estate, 
the site, out lot, buildings, improvements and fixtures. The present officers con- 
ast of a Superintendent, salary $1500; a Financial Agent, salary 1500; three 
Directors, salary each, |250 ; a Physician, salary $500 ; a Chaplin, salary g250 • 
Guards, $40 per month. j "v ^ 

CONVICTS.— The first convict was committed October 1st, 1349, and the groes 
number to September 80th, 1857, has been 281. The discharges on expiration of 
sentence, deaths, escapes, pardoned by Supreme Court, have been 1T9, leaving in 
prison, on that day, 102, for which see annexed table : 
Tabular Statement of the whole mimber of commitments^ rmnib&r in prison, dis- 

eha/rgesj escapes, recaptures, deaths, pardcms, or on mandaUfrom tlie Supreme 

Court, on the 2>0th of September of each year. 



TBAR. 


oommit'd. disoha'd 


. DEATHS 


1. ESCAP'S. BETOOK. 


par'n, 


. M. 


S. 


0. INPTi'N-. 


1850, 


— 


11 


— 




— 















2 








9 


1851, 


— 


%'J 


— 


8 


— 


1 





2 — ^ 







2 









28 


1852, 


— 


43 


— 


8 


— 


4 





3 — 







1 










50 


1353, 


— 


81 


— 


18 


— 








— 







4 









64 


1854, 


— 


U 


— 


21 


— 


8 


— 


— 







6 





1 





69 


1655, 


— 


89 


— 


18 


— 


2 





1 — 







5 









82 


1856, 


— 


43 


— 


24 


— 


3 


— 


4 — 







5 










89 


1857, 


— 


61 


— 


27 


— 


4 


— 


8 — 


6 


— 


5 


— 




— 


102 



Total, — 281 — 114 — 17 — 23 — 6 — 30 — 1 — 498 

HABITS.— Temperate, 174; intemperate, 107. 

MAEITAL EELATIONS.-Married, 104 ; single, 171; widowers, 5; widow,!, 

EDUCATION.— Good, 27 : common, 163 ; none, 91, 

AGES.— Under 20, 27; from 20 to 30, 149; from 30 to 40, 66; from 40 to 50, 80- 
from 50 to 60, 5 ; from 60 to 70, 3 ; over 70, 1. ' ' 

The average term of imprisonment is three years', seven months and ninete^ 
days. 

4,1,'^^'^.^^^^^*"^^^^^ States, 161 ; foreign birth, 120, Twenty-three States in 
^e Union are represented— New York having the largest, at twenty-five. Seven- 
ty-two counties in the State have been represented, Bexar, the largest, at forty- 
eight; Cameron next, at thirty-five; Galveston, thirteen; Harris, twelve; Fayette, 
nine, and descending. There is one in for life, and eighty- three have been sent 
tor one year. 

FACTORY.— At the session of 1853 and 1854 of om- State Legislature an 
appropriation of $35,000 was made for the purchase of an engine and ma- 
chinery for the manufacture of plantation goods, which ■ has been !&ibs«- 
<inently increased to $69,000, in all. Fifty-one thousand of which has-been 
mvested m an engine and machinery. It has 40 looms, and 896 spindles f >r 
«otton, and 200 spindles for wool. From varions detentions, it was not, until 
June, 1856, put in operation ; and it has only been within the last three 
months that the looms have been at work. Up to the last of September hei- 
manufacture of- woolen goods has been 40,500 yards, and of cotton 295 000 
yards, worth, at invoice prices, about $51,000. From a statement, furnished 
by the agent, it appears that it will be capable of making fabrics to the value 
at $80,000 annually, at a cost to the State of about $71,000. 

In the estimate of costs is placed the labor of 68 convicts, who are engaged 
m the factory, which costs the State, each, $228 per annum, or $15,5^ an- 
nually A hasty glance, at the brief statement furnished by the agent shows 
a healthy state of affairs. It has been solely under the management of State 
oflicers, and from their statement it promises to be a source of revenue to the 
btate, when m full tide of operation. All the operatives are but appren- 
tices, with the exception of a Superintendent and two oyerseei>s, whose ser- 
vices were engaged at the North. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



128 TEXAS ALMANAC. 

The consumption of cotton, is estimated at 500 bales, and 60,000 pounds 0f 
wool per annum. The fabrics are highly spoken of by all — merchants and 
planters — evidencing that we are fully capable of supplying our consump- 
tion by fabrics of home manufacture far superior to the Northern. "We are 
informed that no general appropriation will be asked for, the institution re- 
imbursing the State at the rate of $228 per annum for each convict eagaged, 
t^t that a recommendation for an. increase of machinery will be made. 



COULaECTORAL DISTRICTS OF TEXAS. 

DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 
PoBT OF Entry — Galveston. 
The following commercial statistics have been mostly furnished as from the 
tooks of the Custom House of Galveston ; 

COTTON.-— Eeceipts of Cotton at all the Gulf ports of Texas for the past ten 
jears, ending August 31st of each year : 

1848, 39,Y74 bales. 1849, 88,82Y bales. 1850, 31,405 bales. 1861, 45,900 bales. 
1852, 62,433 '' 1853, 85,Y90 •' 1854,110,325 '' 1855,80,Y39 " 

1866, 116,078 " 1857, 89,899 " 

Custom House value of the Cotton exported from Galveston in 1856, $2,979,- 
834 ; ditto for the present year, $3,600,000. The receipts of Cotton at this port 
were in 1855, 59,609 bales; in 1856, 90,298 bales; in 1857, 71,399 bales. At all the 
other Gulf ports, the receipts were in 1855, 21,129 bales; in 1856, 25,780 bales; in 
1857, 18,492 bales. 

The exports of Cotton from this port for the past year are as follows : — To 
Great Britain, 9,792 bales ; to France, 4,428 bales ; to other continental ports of 
Europe, 6,687 bales ; to New York, 30,806 bales; to Boston, 19,941 bales; total 
exported, 89,547 bales. ^ -,-, 

The receipts of Cotton in this port during the past year have been as follows : — 
From Houston and Harrisburg, 58,182 bales; from points on Galveston Bay, 1,659 
bales; from Matagorda Bay, '539 bales ; from Trinity Eiver, 6,724 bales; from 
Sabine River, 1,380 bales; from Brazos River, 2,996 bales; total, 71,390 bales. 

The value of the Cotton exported from this port for the past five years is as 
follows:— In 1853, 15.890 bales at $41 per bale, value $2,701,500 ; in 1854, 80,363 
bales at $38 per bale, value $3,053,800; in 1865, 59,562 bales at $40 per bale, value 
$2,382,000; in 1866, 91,737 bales at $40 per bale, value $3,670,000; in 1857, 71,051 
bales at $60 per bale, value $4,263,000. 

SUGAR. — Receipts of Sugar and Molasses at this port for the following yeai*s 
each ending December 31st, 1850 : 

ANGLES. 1850. 1851. 1852. 1853. 1864. 1855. 1856. 

ar, hhds. I 2,782 I 1,036 I 1,329 I 4,076 I 4,754 I 4,731 I 124 



Molasses, bbls. I 2,427 | 1,909 | 2,576 | 6,086 | 5,398 | 6,728 

The last figures show that the crop for the year ending December 31, 1856, was 
alrnost totally cut ofi", caused by the severe winter of 1855-6, from which the cane 
lias not recovered, as the crop of this year (it is supposed) will not exceed 2500 or 
3 000 hogsheads, though next year a full crop will probably be made with a 
fevorable season. The above figures only show a portion of the actual products 
of suffar and molasses, as a large amount is consumed at home. Brazoria, Mafca- 
fforda Fort Bend and Wharton counties produce nearly all our Sugar, and 
probably near three- fourths of the whole of it is raised in Brazoria alone. 

HIDES There has been of late a heavy increase in this branch of our trade, 

but the increase in price has been still greater, until a very recent decline. The 
number of hides exported the past year has been 46,069, valued at about $100,000. 

BEEVES.— The number cleared from this port the past year has been 4,189 ; to 
which add those cleared from other ports and shipped through this, estimated to 
make a total of about 6,000 head, valued at $120,000. 

rit will be seen from the Collector's Report, p. 131, that there were over 5,000 
head of cattle shipped from Indianola, which ought to have been cleared at thi« 
*x>rt.] 



Hosted by VjOOQ IC 



COLLECTORA.L DISTRICTS OF TEXAS. 129 

WOOL is only just beginning to be an article of our trade, worthy of notice. — 
Eeceipts tlie past years, 423 bales, value not known. 

LUMBEE. — The receipts of lumber are rapidly increasing. They amount to 
over five million feet the past year, valued at 1100,000. About three and three- 
fourths millions of shingles have been received. 

OTHEE AETICLES.— Exported from this port the past year, 324 bundles of 
Peltries ; 91 bbls. Tallow ; 5,000 bags and bbls. Pecans. 

Total value of all exports from this port the past year, over $5,000,000. 

SHIPPING. — Vessels entered at the Custom House the past year — 97 steam- 
ships ; 9 ships ; 49 barks ,* 80 brigs and 50 schooners — total 235. This is a slight 
falling off from the previous year, but an increase upon the year before. 

COMPAEATIVE ESPOETS AND FOEEIGN IMPOETS.— The Custom House 
books show the folk wing exports from this port, during the past year, by the 
merchants of Galveston, Houston and Indianola, respectively : 
By Galveston Merchants, 60,215 bis cotton— Total value of exports, ^^8,780,964 48 

Houston " 6,769 " — " " " " 469,073 00 

Indianola '' 6,448 ^' . — " " a ■ a 407,788 00 

The above does not include Beeves shipped from Indianola, valued at $76,805. 
The Direct Foreign Importations by Galveston merchants, - - $801,212 &5 
By Houston and all other merchants, _____ 12,283 52 

Total, -_-_-__ $318,496 17 



Duties on the Foreign Imports, - - - - - - $43,77108 

EXPOETS— VALUE.— The total value of exports cleared from this Custom 
House during the year, both to Foreign and United States ports, is. according to 
Custom House returns, $4,226,504, to which add the shipments from this port 
that have been cleared from other ports, and the total is behevcd to exceed five 
millions of dollars. Of the above amount cleared from this port, $1,228,615 is 
the amount cleared to foreign ports, and to the United States ports, $2,997,889. 

IMPOETS— VALUE. — But while, as has been shown above, the merchants of 
this city have done nearly all the export business, the merchants of Houston, 'as 
appears by the report of the Assessor and Collector, given in another page, have 
been the chief importers from our domestic ports. 

The Annual Commercial Eeport of the Givilian aives the following among the 
importations to this port, during the past year, to-vnt:— Flour, 28,657 bbls.; Corn, 
132,595 bushels ; Bacon, 533 casks ; Hams, 901 tierces ; Oats, 18,092 bushels ; Hay, 
13,766 bales— making in all, a total value of $564,849, to which add sugar, Lard, 
Porkj Butter, Beef, &c., and the aggregate amount of of our importations of such 
articles as can be produced at home, wiU not fall short of one million of dollars. 
This isa large amount to be sent abroad for articles, all of which ought to be i^ro^ 
duced in abundance here, and many of them even should, and dou^Dtless will be, 
soon exported. The amount of similar importations to other ports and to Eastern 
Texas by way of Eed Eiver, would doubtless swell the ai-and total to two millions 
of dollars that have thus been sent o^^t of our State tSe past year, rnd nearly all 
of which might have been retained at home, in which case the present financial 
embarrassmets of the country would have been auite unknown in Texaa. 
DISTEICT OF BRAZOS SANTIAGO. 

Custom House, Point Isabel. \ 

^ Collectoe's Office, August Sth, iS57. 

Messes. Eiohakdson & Co,, Galveston — 

Gmtl&men :—ln reply to yours of the 20th of June, inclosing me ^' Circular of 
Questions," I have to state that I have answered you below, as nearly as possible 
aU that I believe may be interesting to your readers. ' 

You are aware that this Collectoral District embraces Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr 
and Webb counties. Brownsville does the principal business, Eoma next, Laredo 
next, Eio Grande City next, Edinburgh next, and Carrizo next. It is diScult for 
me to give accurately the amount of lousiness at either of these places, owing to 
the fact that a great many American goods are sold at each, the amount of which 
is difficult to ascertain, as there is no ac30unt taken of those. I will give you 
accurately the amount of foreign goods passing through the Custojm House. All 
goods coming into this market are destined for Mexico, as our consumption is 



Hosted by VjOOQ IC 



130 TEXAS ALMANAC. 



very small, and not being considered in the scale. My impression is that very 
few goods are smuggled. We have five ports of entry and dehvery besides the 
Cnstom House. The Mexicans pay silver for goods. It is true that they import 
stock, lead, wool and hides, but always require cash for them. We receive our 
goods by steamers from New Orleans direct, and by schooners from New Orleans 
and New York. Steamers charge 1)^ dollars per barrel ; schooners from fifty to 
seventy-five^ cents per barrel. All our goods go to Monterey direct, and from 
there take different directions. One- twentieth of the population are Americans. 
The trade has been gradually decreasing since the war. The chief pursuits of our 
people are stock raising and farming, on a small scale, scarcely making corn 
enough to subsist on. JLands on the Rio Grande valley are very fine and produc- 
tive. Five steamers ply between Brazos Santiago and Roma, a distance of four 
hundred and fifty miles by water. Cotton is not cultivated. Sugar has been for 
the last three years very successfully raised by Mr. John Young, who resides be- 
tween Brownsville and Reynosa. There are very few slaves here, owing to the 
uncertainty of keeping them. All that arrive in Mexico are considered lost, as 
but veiy few have ever been regained. Mexicans can be hired at from four to ten 
dollars per month. Slave labor is the cheapest, being more reliable. Our port 
charges three dollars per foot for pilotage. No trade with Galveston. The insur- 
ance from New Orleans is 2^ per cent. The Rio Grande River can be navigated 
the entire season, from Brazos Santiago to Roma. This port has one light-house 
at Point Isabel, and one beacon light on the end of Padre Island. Nothing has 
been done by the General Government to facilitate trade. Inclosed you will find 
statements showing the amount of our trade. I took charge of this office June 
4th, 1855. Yery respectfully your obedient servant, 

JAMES H. DURST, GolUctor. 

ImportatiMiS frcrm Mexico to the District of Brazos de Santiago^ Tescds^ for fhe ^ie- 
caZ Year ending Jun^ BOth, 1854 : 

Lead, pounds, '_ _ _ 182,724 | Sheep and Goats, number, - 2,4S5 
Wool, pounds, - _ - 149,820 Cattle, ----- 1,523 
^ins and hides, number, - 25,842 | Horses and mules, - - - 4,466 

For tlie Fiscal Yea)' ending June SOth, 1855. 



Iicad, pounds, - _ _ 622,676 
Wool, pounds, - - _ 87,807 
Skin and hides, - - _ 17,108 



Sheep and Goats, - - - 2,778 
Cattle ( cows, calves, bulls & steers ) 510 
Borses and mules, - - - 3,941 



lor tlu Fi^cul Year ending June SOtJi, 1856 . 



Lead, pounds, - _ . 1,768,481 
Wool, pounds, - _ _ 233,348 
Hides and skins, number, - 21 ,847 



Sheep and Goats, - - - 1,402 
Cattle, ----- 680 

Horses and mules, - - 8, 585 



For iTie liscal Year ending June SOth, 1857. 

Leiid, pounds, - - - 2,845,201 I Sheep and Goats, number, - 785 

Wool, pounds, - - - 210,885 Cattle, horned, '' - - 1,891 

Hides and skins, number, - 64,038 | Horses, mules & mares, number 15,398 

Yalue of Goods, Wares and Merchandize imported into the District of Brazos de 
Santiago, Port of Point Isabel, Texas, from other Districts and Foreign Ports, 
from July 1st, 1855 to June 30th, 1857 : 

1855, -----.-._- $825,073 

1856, ----------- 719,908 

1857, to June 80th, -------- 333,616 

Total value, ----__..- $1,888,502 
Amount of moneys collected, from all sources, by Stephen Powers, 
late Collector of the Customs for the District of Brazos de Santiago, 
Texas, from the 1st of May, 1858, to April 80th, 1855, - - - $55,223 2T 
Amount of moneys collected, from all sources, by James H. Durst, Col- 
lector of the Customs for the District of Brazos de Santiago, Texas, 
from the 1st day of May, 1855, to April 80th, 1857, - - - 98,641 72 

'Amount difference in collections, ------- $48,418 46 
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List of JRevenue Oncers employed in the District of Brazos de Santiago^ Tex^Hy 
sh/ywi/Thg their names^ occwpations^ and annual salaries : 

OOOUPATION. WHEEE STATIONED. SALABT. 

Colleotor, - - - - Point Isabel, - - - - $1750 
Deputy Collector, - do - - - - 1000 

Clerk, ----- do - - - - 1000 

do 

do 

do 
Inspector, 



NAMES. 

James H. Durst, - 
Theo. C. Yard, 
S. E. Langdon, 

E. S. Tilghman, - 
James F. Conner, - 

F. S. Taylor, - - 
Wm. E. Deberry, - 
S. Bass, ----- PuBlic Storekeeper, - 



do - - - 

do - - - 

do - - - 

do - - - 

do - - - 

do - - _ 

Brazos Santiago, 
Moutb of Eio Grande, 

Brownsville, - - - 

Bastin, _ _ _ _ 

Brownsville, - - - 

Edinburgb, - - - 
Rio Grande City, 
Eoma, ----- 
Carrizo, 



lOOO 

800 

80O 

800 

800 

800 

1000 

1000 

lOOO 

800 

1000 

1000 

1000 

lOOO 



Laredo, ----- lOOO 



H. C. Young, - - - Inspector, - 

N. Anderson, - - - Deputy Collector, 

Thos. J. Dirgan, - - do 

Sam'l Katlirens, - - do 

E. D. Smith, - - - Inspector, - - - 

"Wm. M. Robertson, - Deputy Collector, 

H. Clay Davis, - - - do 

P. Doddridge, - - - do 

J. A. Wilkinson, - - do 

G. W. Peirce, - - - do 

Vabious Names — Thirteen mounted Inspectors, $2 per day each, $720 per year; 
one boatman, $50 per month, $600 per year ; one messsenger, $420 per year. 

DISTRICT OF SALURIA 

Indianola, September 5th, 18 57. 
Messbs. Richabdson & Co., GaVvestorb — 

Gentlemen : — In answer to some of your inq^uiries I have to say : 

The Collectoral District of Saluria includes all that part of the State of Texas 
South and West of Matagorda and Wharton, including said counties, and North 
and East of and including Nueces county. 

The ports of entry are La Salle, Lavaca, Matagorda, Aransas, Copano, Corpus 
Christi, San Antonio and Eagle Pass. 

The Collector resides and keeps his office at La Salle ; salary $1250, with one 
Deputy, salary $750; one Deputy Collector at San Antonio, $1000 salaiy ; one 
Deputy Collector at Eagle Pass, $1000 salary ; one Deputy Collector at Aransas, $8 
per day ; one Surveyor and Inspector at Lavaca, $600 salary ; one ditto at Mata- 
gorda, $600 salary ; one ditto at Corpus Christi, $500 salary : one ditto at Copano, 
$500 salary ; one Mounted Inspector at Eagle Pass, $2 per day. 

The current expenses for collecting revenue in this District, for the Fiscal Year 
ending June 30th, 1857, is about $7,800. 

The amount of duties collected in the District for the Fiscal Year ending June 
30th, 1857, is $5,857 41. The largest portion of which is collected on goods im- 
ported from Mexico through Eagle Pass. The articles of import being horses 
and mares, mules, cows and oxen, corn, fiour, sugar, beans, onions, garlic, &c^ 
lead, hides, wool and coal. The amount of lead, sugar and wool introduced into 
the District, through Eagle Pass, during the last four quarters, ending June 80th, 
1857, is : Lead, 41,138 pounds ; sugar, 20,150 pounds ; wool, 18,750 pounds. 

From the fact that the steamers do a large portion of the carrying business to 
and from Matagorda Bay, and as they seldom enter or clear at any of the ports 
in this District, it will be impossible to give a statement from the records of the 
Custom House, showing our actual commerce; and as an instance, I would say, thafe 
from reliable information received from the wharf owners of this place, (India- 
nola,) there has been shipped on an average, per week, for the last twelve months, 
over 125 head of beef cattle — about 7,000 head per annum, and for which there is 
not in this office manifests covering 1500 head, the balance being accounted for at the 
Custom House in Galveston, where the steamers usually clear for New Orleans. 
Other items of trade bear the same proportion, 

Maj . Davis, Surveyor at Lavaca, ^omises to send you all the facts relative to the 
commerce of that port. Yours, &c., D. M. STAPP. 

PoBT Lavaoa, Texas, September 25th, 1857. 
Messbs. Richardson & Co., (laheston — 

Gentlemsn : — I herewith send you the report of the business of this place, aft«r 
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having a good deal of troiilDle in overhauling the warehouse accounts, <fec. It is 
as correct as it can possibly be made, and I am in hopes it will be satisfactory. 

Yours very respectfully, 

J. H. DAYIS. 

Mcjjc/iis a?id Eec&ipts of La'vaca^ Teoias, from tlie first day of Sei^tembe)'^ 1856, to 
first day of jSeptemler ^ 185Y. 

EXPOHTS TO VARIOUS PORTS IN THE UnITED StATES. 



Cotton, bales. 


10,927 


Pecans, pounds, - 


- 525,918 


Wool, bales. 


295 


Lager Beer, barrels. 


28 


Moss, bales. 


80 


-Lead, poupds, 


42,678 


Beef hides. 


20,240 


Bullion, _ _ _ 


- $112,441 


Peltries, bundles, 


351 


Boxes, _ _ _ 


88 


Beef horns, - - 


11,118 






FreigU 


Received— Ban^el Me amrement. 


* 


By Steamships. 




LathSj _ _ _ 


- 150,000 


Barrels, _ _ _ 


94,900 


Railroad iron, tons, 


500 


By Sail Vessels. 




Pailroad Ties, feet. 


- 200,000 


Barrels, - - - 


73,811 


Railroad Engine, 


1 


Lumber, feet, 


- 900,000 


Railroad Platform Cars, 


8 


Shingles, - _ - 


-■ 570,000 







AFRICAN SIoAVERY. 

Every citizen of the United States should be the warm friend, the unceasing^ 
advocate and the bold deiender of the institution of African Slavery, as it 
exists in the Southern States of the Union. "Why ? 

First: Because the African is an inferior being, differently organized from 
the white man, with wool instead of hair on his head — with lungs, feet, joints, 
lips, nose and cranium so distinct as to indicate a different and inferior grade 
of being. Whether this comes from the curse upon Ham and his descendants 
forever, or from an original law of God, we will not here discuss. But the 
great fact is as true as that man exists. The negi;(0 is incapable of self-gov- 
ernment, or self-improvement, as proven by his universal ignorance and bar- 
barism, though ever in contact with civilized nations, for five thousand years. 
He has never advanced one step, exceptiig as a slave to white men. And 
when civilized and Christianized in slavery, ^nd then freed, he invariably re- 
lapses, more or less rapidly, into ignorance and barbarism. Three generations 
as a freeman find him, in his offspring, a confirmed barbarian. The excep- 
tion is only where he remains surrounded by white civilization, as in the 
United States, and then he becomes a petty thief and idle loafer. For proof^ 
look to Jamaica, to San Domingo, Hayti, to his now acknowledged d'gen- 
eracy in Liberia and to the freed blacks of the United States and Canada. 
He cannot amalgamate with the white race without producing disease and 
death to the offspring. The mulatto of the fourth degree, unless bred back into 
the pure white or black, cannot re-produce himself. Hence, the law of God 
stamps disease and death as the penalty for amalgamation. 

Becooul: As a slave in a mild climate, the negro is contented, cheerful, obe- 
dient and a long-lived laborer. He attains his highest civilization in slavery, 
receives religious instruction — becomes faithful, trustworthy and affectionate 
to his white master and superior — yields him willing obedience and enjoys his 
own highest attainable happiness on earth. For proof, look at the negro in 
his wild native haunts — in his freed condition, after having been a slave— and 
at his past and present happy, contented and healthy condition, as a slave in 
the Southern States. 

Third: As a slave, he produces the great staples of cotton, sugar, rice, hemp, 
tobacco, coffee, &c., which cannot be grown either by white or free labor to 
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meet the demands of the world. Abolish slavery, and we abolish the pro- 
duction of these great staples. Abolish their production, and we break up 
the commerce of the civilized world — we destroy the manufactories of Eu- 
rope and America — we destroy their combined shipping interests — we throw 
the white man of both continents out of employment, and cause anarchy, 
revolution and internecine wars to usurp the paths of peaceful commerce, 
progress and Christian advancement. The Northern States, without manu- 
factures, without commerce, would present one UDiversal scene of waste and 
desolation. "Ruin" would become the watch-word of every civilized State 
and nation. Relief would only be found, after the total extinction of the ne- 
gro and the suppression of anarchy through a militar}^ despotism in this now 
great and prosperous confederacy of free and sovereign States. My space 
is limited by the publishers of the "Texas Almanac," and I can but glance 
at this great question of questions. But to every citizen of Texas let me say — 
"These are sober, solemn, portentous truths! 'Look at them! Meet them 
like men who know their rights!" How meet them, do you say? By plac- 
ing in the hands of every man and woman possible, one or more of the excel- 
lent books written in elucidation and defence of slavery— by convincing every 
one of the truths herein so briefly stated — and thus, not only rendering the 
institution a moral Gibralter as it is, but convincing every white man of the 
land that slavery is not only a wise, humane, necessary and glorious institu- 
tion, in which every one, rich or poor, is vitally interested, and thereby 
sweeping away, once and forever, the low and the unsound misinformed 
popular feeling of the American people against what is commonly called the 
"Slave Trade," or the transfer of the beastly, savage negroes of Africa from 
their ghastly, paganistic slavery there, to the Heaven-ordained and, Heaven- 
approved system of Christian slavery in this country. Do this : repeal the 
law of Congress: import them in good, well -ventilated ships: look to their 
health and well-being as a dependent but useful race : break up the present 
inhuman system of clandestine importation: obey the behests of Heaven to 
make slaves, like humane Christians, of the heathen : and, in due time, the 
glorious results will be manifest — for the smiles of Deity will be upon the 
work. J. H. B. 



ENGLISH AND MEXICAN MEASURE. 

[We are indebted for the following accurate statement of equivalents to Dr. J . 
H, Barnard, District Surveyor of Groliad. There was an error in our last.] 

The unit of Mexican Measure is the vara equal to 33 J- inches. 

MEASURES OF LENGTH. 



100 varasare 92ij; yards, 



1 square vara=ioo square yard, 
1 labor, or )=l'77i§S 

1,000,000 square varas \ acres, 
1 league or sitio, or ) 442 Sj J 

26,000,000 square yaras ) acres, 
1 league and labor, or \ 46 06^^^ 
26,000,000 
The equival 
Jhe foregoing 



100 yards=l08 varas, 
1 ro(l=5ioo varas, 
1 chain, or 
4 rods 

1 mile=1900i^ varas. 
SQUARE OR LiiND MEASURE. 



I: 



1 square yard==liJ3 square varas, 
1 acre==5645ioJ5 square varas, 
1 section, or j =3613040i;iJ 
640 acres ) square varas. 



26,000,000 square varas j acres. 
The equivalents of aU other lengths and sizes can be readily ascertained from 
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SHEEP RAISING IN TEXAS. 

[To THB COMPILBBS OF a?HE TeXAB AlMANAC] 

Without attempting to answer all your inquiries in relation to sheep raising in this part of 
"Western Texas, I will endeavor to respond to such questions as may be of most interest to 
such of your numerous readers as may think of embarking in the business. I will be ae 
brief as possible, confining my remarks almost entirely to such matters as have fallen under 
my own experience. 

It is now more than five years since I first engaged in the business. My reasons for start- 
ing in it were these :— I thought, that if in Vermont and other Northern States money cotild 
be made by raising sheep, where land was worth from $20 to $60 per acre, and where th« 
farmers were compelled to toll hard six months in the year to keep their flocks alive the 
other six, that it would be far more remunerative in Texas, where lands could be purchased 
at from 50 cents to ^1 per acre, and where the animals could pick their own living almost the 
year round. I well knew that many persons had already engaged in the business in West- 
ern Texas, and with loss or in diflereut success; but I believed that their failures had been 
caused by want of good locations, by lack ot suitable care and attention to their flocks, by 
having their lambs come twice a year and at all seasons, by not having the right kind of 
bucks to breed from, and by many other mistakes, all ot which could be avoided or correct- 
ed. At all events, their want of success did not deter me from engaging in the business. 

Without going into lengthy detail, I may say that early in 1852 1 commenced operations on 
a limited scale. Under the charge of a gentleman of experience I sent out from Vermont some 
eighteen bucks and six ewes, selected by himself from the best Merino stock in that Statie, 
and the first location made was on the Nueces, a few miles above San Patricio. The first lot 
of ewes purchased consisted of a flock of some six hundred Mexican, brought from some 
point on the Rio Grande. The sheep were healthy enough on the Nueces, as the particular 
range where they were pastured was dry, comparatively high, and in part gravelly or sandy, 
yet, as I did not like the region as a permanent home, I determined upon leaving it. 

After examining the couniry on the lower Guadalupe with some care, as well as on the 
lower Cibolo and its tributaries, and without finding a range which altogether suited me, I 
next visited the hilly regions of Comal county, above New Braunfels. This section— high, 
dry, coated with short grass, and without any low or hog-wallow prairie— struck me as not 
only possessing the advantages I sought in the way of a healthy home, but as being admira- 
bly adapted for sheep raising, and here my flock was brought about the commencement of 
1853. 

At the outset we were without shelter of any kind, and the sheep, brought frOm the rich 
and more luxuriant mesquit grass prairies below, fell ofi" in condition almost from the flj*8t. 
I am now confident it would have been far better had we brought the flock up in the spring ; 
but experience had yet to be learned. That year, it may be recollected, the country was 
visited by a snow storm of unusual severity, the ground being covered for several days in 
succession. Of course, many sheep, and especially among the thin-wooled, delicate, Mexican 
stock, died. 

During the summer of 1858, my agent purchased two or three flocks of mixed sheep, the 
greater portion from the lower country, and which bad been pastured on rich mesquit grass; 
all were brought to Comal county, and placed with the rest. Previous to this, or early in the 
year, a small flock had been bought of Gen. Pitts, who resided only some eight or ten miles 
from my location ; his sheep had been pastured and raised on the same soil, grass, and char- 
acter of country. I mention this as a point of some importance. 

In the latter part of 1853, and during the winter ot 1854, my flock did badly, many dying 
from a species of liver rot. The disease, however, attacked only such animals as had come 
from the lower country, and which had been pastured on flat, moist and rich soil: those pur- 
chased of Gen. Pitts almost entirely escaped. Several of the Merino bucks brought from 
Vermont died among the rest, and the general appearance of the flock was discouraging; yet 
80 long as I saw that the sheep bought of Gen. Pitts continued healthy, there was hope; they 
were "native here, and to the manor born," and there might be nothing in the soil, ch- 
mate or pasturage to generate so fell a disease as the liver rot. It seemed to attack such as 
had, at some period, fed upon the rich and luxuriant grasses of the hog-wallow sections, and 
no others. 

Meanwhile my sheep had been moted from my rancho, four miles above New Braunfete 
to Post Oak Spring, a hilly location, thirty miles farther west. During the fall of 1854, and 
the early part of the winter of 1855, they were doing better: the liver rot seemed to have 
run its course, and the general appearance of the flock materially improved. The produce of 
the old Mexican ewes gave evident signs of great in^provement, not only in form and ap- 

farent vigor of constitution, but particularly in the quantity and quality oi the wool. Here 
might state that a Mexican ewe, shearing 1 pound of coarse wool, if bred to a Merino buck of 
j)ure and approved good blood, will produce a lamb, which, when one year old, will shear at 
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least 3 pounds of much finer wool; and the produce of this Iamb, again, if a ewe, will go up t« 
43^ or 5 pounds of still finer wool, I can now show wetherB in my flock, of the third remove 
from the original coarse Mexican stock, which, last May, sheared 7 pounds of wool— unwash- 
ed, it is true, but of exceeding fine qaality, and worth 30 cents per pound at this time in New 
York, or $2,10 for the fleece. Thisis a rapid improvement. Had the old ewe and her produce 
been bred constantly to Mexican bucks, the wether would have sheared about 35 cents worth 
ol coarse wool— not more than 40 cents worth at the outside. 

By a strange accident, aad one which, probably, never could occur again, I lost between 
four and five hundred sheep, in the winter of 1855, by fire. The flock was in charge of a Mex- 
ican shepherd at the time, and through carelessness he allowed his sheep to be caught in a 
fire sweeping over the dry grass before a strong norther. Not one was killed outright, but 
hundreds were so badly burnt about the feet and legs they soon died. 

In the latter part of February of 1855, if ray memory serves me, my lambs commenced 
dropping: this was before thu new grass had started, and while the ewes could barely pick 
enough of the old to sustain themselves. I think it was during the second week in March, 
and while a cold rain or sleet was falling, thati ftrmly made up m^ mind never again to 
have lambs come before the 1st of April, or 2-jth of March at the earliest. Many had dropped 
during cold rains, and never were able to gain their legs, while the ewes, for want of a suflB- 
ciency of new grass, gave but little milk. I may here say, that on the coming20th of October 
I intend putting bucks with my full blood Merinoes ; on the 25th, with my half and three-quar- 
ter bloods, and on the 1st of November, with my coarse stoclv. By this course my lambs will 
not come so fast next spring, and can be more closely watched and better cared for. But to 
go back : 

Daring the fall and early winter of 1855-6, my lambs were not doing so well as could have 
been wished, and some of them died of a species of disease which seemed peculiar. There 
was a heavy mast of acorns that year, and the lambs, many of which were stunted and puny 
in early summer, for want of milk, devoured the acorns with avidity, and probably had not 
the strength to digest them. The disease has not since appeared, whatever it was. 

The severity of the winter of 1856 cannot have been forgotten by those living in Texas at 
the time ; afeuccession of cold, wet northers, followed each other from Jnnuary until the latter 
partof March, and with hardly a day's intermission. As at this period Iwas entirely unpre^ 
pared with fodder, and as the hills and vaUeys at Post Oak Spring had unfortunately been 
swept of grass during the previous fall by extensive fires, again my sheep siifiered, and many 
died. A few tons of well ciu^ed hay, stacked near my sheep fda. would have been of incalcu- 
lable advantage ; but unfortunately it was wanting. Yet a^ I haa no lambs until the let of 
April, or but very few, the deaths were less than could have been expected— far less than in 
many other flocks in Western Texas— and by the time the lambs commenced dropping, the 
new grass had appeared to sustain the ewes, and increjise the quantity of their milk. 

My success since April, 1856, has been most flattering— has been unprecedented: in that 
entire period, although at one time my flocks were unable to go out on account of sleet and 
cold, I have not lost one per cent, of everything^ old sherp and lambs. When losses are or- 
dinarily set down at 15 or 20 per cent, in successful flocks, I repeat that my luck has been 
nnprecedenied ; and at this writing, September, 1857, 1 can shuw as fat^ strong and healthy 
flocks, as any in Europe or America— vigorous, and all apparently free from every species of 
disease, and thoroughly acclimated. My lambs, although tho most of them are not yet five 
months old, have grown up to the size of old sheep, and, being well coated with wool, look as 
though they could withstand any winter in store for them, lu the last four months I have 
lost but a single animal— an old ewe, from inflammation of the lungs. I cannot well hope for 
such extraordinary good fortune in future ; but as I shall be prepared with fodder to feed out 
in case of severe storms during the coming winter, and as the sheep will all probably enter 
the season of northers in good condition and sound health. I cannot reasonably anticipate 
heavy losses. " . . ^ ,. -...^n 

Such is a brief and hasty account of my experience in sheep raising so far : I may be a little 
out in some of my dates, but not to any material degree. To say that the enterprise has suc- 
ceeded according to my original hopes would be untrue ; yet experience has taught me that 
many errors have been committed which I can guard against in future, and I am more san- 
guine than ever of full ultimate success. 
I will now give such poor advice as I am able to offer those of your readers as rntsy contem- 

Slate going into the sheep raising business. I would first recommend them to seek a high, 
ry and healthy location, where grass is short and as fine as possible, water clear and handy 
and the entire range free from low and wet marshes, or ex' ensive hog wallow prairies. They 
should next er^ct suitable sheds to shelter their flocks from the cold, wet, sleety northers of 
winter— a small outlay will do this. It would also be well for them to cut a few tons of hay, 
to cure and salt it well, and stack it up at a point where It can be fed out handily during a 
severe storm of sleet or snow ; no such storm might come, and the hay might not be needed, 
yet it would be more prudent to have it in case of necessity. The shed should be built at some 
point on a hill-side, on dry and sandy ground if possible, and protected naturally from the 
north winds; it should overlook a valley intended for a garden or for cultivation, where the 
wash would matoriallv increase the fertility of the soil. Pens should be constructed in the 
vicinity;, to be moved often ; I change my sheep to fresh ground every ten or fifteen days, thcts 
improving their health while manuring more land— important items, both. 

Being now prepared to pasture, pen and shelter a flock, the next business is to purchase it- 
no easy matter at this time in this section, where every owner of sheep, satisfied that the 
. Btock is profitable, is disposed t«3 hold on. Along the Rio Grande, or in tho interior of Mexico 
beyond, a person might pick up a flock of ewes at $1,50 each ; they formerly sold at $1,00, bnt 
I am told they have increased in price. They might be driven here at an expense of say 25 
cents each, which would bring up the cost of a flock of 1,000, to $1750. Or, suppose a person 
should go to the western part of Arkansas, or the south-western portions of Missouri; there a 
flock of common American ewes (far better stock to commence with than Mexican,) might 
be got togetiier, which, when driven to this section, should not cost more than $2,25 each, or 
$2,50 at the outside. A.t these rates— say the latter— a flock of coarse American ewes, 1,000 in 
number, would cost $2500, and would be better worth that price, to my thinking, than a flo^ 
of Mexican at $1750, as they are larger, more hardy, and better coated with wool. 
Now, whether the person engaging in the business has purchased Mexican or common 
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American ev7es, of the number specified, liis next care is to select bucks ; and here he cannot 
take too much pains, nor well go tv too much expense. From my own experience I should 
recommend pure Merinoes. I may be prejudiced, but I would not take the gifoof any other 
stock. They are the hardiest, the healthiest, the most gentle, the easiest managed the 
heartiest feeders, nurse their young better than any other breed, and are the longest livers. 
More than this, and more important than all, they shear three times as much wool as the 
common American stock, and five or.six times more than the Mexican, at the least calcula- 
tion, while each pound is worth nearly double as much. The evidence of ^^ hat can be done 
by crossing T have already shown in the yearling wethers. I have mentioned three removes 
from an old Mexican ewe which sheared 1 pound of wool, which, latt spring, gave me over 7 
pounds. This is a fact which cannot too often be repeated in the ears of tliose about to engage 
in wool growing. Pure Merino bucks, from well known flocks, mav be purchased in Texas 
at from S50to $75 each— choice animals would probably command a higher price. Fifteen 
good bucks would be sufficient for :■. flock of ICXX) ewes, although twenty would perhaps secure 
a stronger and more nuineruus incrense. 

I have now, as it were, set a man up in the sheep raising bminess ; letusnextsee what he 
is likely to realize. I have not placed iii the list of expenses or outfit the cost of a location or 
range; buti will -.issume that a place in every way well calculated or adapted for a sheep 
walk can be purchased for $1.00 per acre, and that, if selected with judgment, it will more 
than take care of itself: in other words, that the natural increase in the value of improved 
real estate in Texas will prove of itsrlf a good investment, and bring in a handsome profit to 
the purchaser. It is true that during the past two years the excessive drouth, and failure of 
the crops in many sections, have prevented any increase in the value of lands of conse- 
quence; yet I am among those who have an abiding faith in the growth and prosperity of 
the St'3te, and will not believe that Providence has foreaken so fair and fertile a portion of the 
earth. Mais revencms a noun moutons, or, to give a free translation of the old French saying, let 
"as go back t^) the sheep business. 

We all know how delusive profits on paper ordinarily turn out; yet I think if a person will 
fbllow, in the main, the plan I have suggested, h« may hope to realize handsomely from an 
investment. 1 will here give a statement, and allow a wide margin for losse^ 

Cost of 1,000 American ewes, at |2. 50 each .T..|3,500 

" 15 Merino bucks, at $50 each 750 

Total capital invested, $3,250 

Interest on above, at 10 per cent $ 325 

Cost of hiring and feeding shepherd 275 

" '• sa ting the sheep , 50 

Expenses at shearing time, and other extras 50 

Total cost ofkeeping, &c $ 700 

Value of 2,000 pounds of wool from ewes, at 20 cents per pound $ 400 

" " 150 " of wool from bucks, at 30 cents per pound 45 

•' increase in the flock, ^ ay 700, at $3 each 2,100 

Total receipts $2,545 

■ Deduct from this cost ofkeeping, &c 7C0 

And we have a clear profit of $1,845 

This is a tolerably fair business, as any one will say, and I think that I have allowed liberal- 
ly for losses. With such luck or success as I have had during the two last lambing seasons, 
the increase should be nearer 9(X) than 700. I have pu' down the amount and value of the 
wool at low figures, as well as the value of the increase ; for it should be borne in mind that 
at least 350 ofthe lambs should be ewes, which I ehould esteem cheap at $4,00 each, when one 
year old, while fat wethers, after being shorn in the fall, readily command $2,50 and $3,00 
each in San Antonio, formutton. But as theincrease, all half Merinoes, should average 4 lbs, 
of wool each, it would be more profitable to keep the wether.- until ag( d— at least, such is my 
impression . I have neglected to take into account that in one sense a man's capital is to an 
extent compounding; for it is to be presumed that any one entering the business would keep 
all his ewe lambs for breeding. 

. In concluding an article— perhaps already too long for your valuable annual— I would again 
impress upon ail the necessity of first finding a suitable range for their sheep before ihey 
pm"chase a flock, and to make suitable preparations to see their animals safely through the 
first winter. This is half the battle gained. It was remarked by a celebrated lady, named 
Glass, who claimed great skill in the cooking offish, that it was a matter of primary necessi- 
ty first to catch the fish; she could build her fire and clean her frying-pan alterwards. In 
the matter of sheep the thing is reversed ; first prt pare for them, and then catch them, and 
if a person will do tliis— if he will purchase and prepaf-e a suitable location, and then place 
upon it a healthy flock of sheep— if he will see that they are properly cared for and watched, 
and salted with regularity- if he will see that they are judiciously crossed— if he will see that 
their pens or sleeping yards are changed often ; in short, if he will continually keep a watch- 
fhl eye upon them, I am confident he will reap a rich harvest of profit. At all events, I would 
not exchange my flocks of sheep for any stock of equal relative value In Texas. 

On hastily running over what I have Avritten, I find that I have not answered your main in- 
terroga tories, or at least not in the order in which they are piopounded in your circular. Many 

of those questions it would be difli cult to answer, and I have aimed rather to give my own. 

experience, to point out some of the mistakes I have made, and to give such pour advice as I 

am able to do to such as may think of embarking in a business which I honestly beheve is 

destined to become one ofthe most remunerating in Texas. 

With great respect, your friend and servant, 

G-EO. WILKINS KENDALL, 
New Braunfels, Sept. 1 st, 18^57. 
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DESCRIPTION OP COUNTIES. 

[We omitted to give Harris and Galveston Counties in their proper order among 
the others, with the expectation of getting more full statistics than we have yet 

■ received.! 

^ HARRIS COUNTY 

Is bounded North by Montgomery and Grimes; East by Liberty and Galveston 
Bay; South by Galveston, Brazoria and Fort Bend, and West by Fort Bendand 
Austin. The surface is level or gently undulating, a large portion being prairie ; 
timber, consisting of pine, cedar, a variety of oak, ash, cypress, magnolia and 
other varieties, being only found upon or near the watercourses. It is watered by 
the San Jacinto river, which flows through the Eastern part and empties into 
Buffalo Bayou at Lynchburg, (which is situated some ten miles from Galreston 
Bay,) and a number of creeks and bayous, the most important being Buffalo 
Bayou, the only navigable stream in the county. Most of the soil of both prairie 
and timber land, is light and sandy, yet producing all kinds of vegetables, corn, 
<fec., abundantly, during f avorab le seasons. Peaches are the principal fruit, though 
other varieties are successfully cultivated. Well-water is generally poor, and 
cisterns are almost universally used. Houston, the County Seat, is situated »pon 
Buffalo Bayou, at the head of steamboat navigation, about fifty miles by land, 
and eighty by water, from Galveston. It has a population of some six thousand, 
and enjoys a large and lucrative trade with the interior of the State. Much en- 
terprise and liberality has been displayed by her citizens of late years, in the es- 
tablishment of echools and churches, and in the construction of railroads. The 
H. <fe T. C E, K., now completed 35 miles in a North- West course from Houston, 
is progressing quite rapidly towards the Northern section of the State. The G. 
H. & H. R. R. will soon be completed, connecting Galveston, through Houston, 
with the interior. The B. B., B. & C. R. E. is completed from Harrisburg (situ- 
ated about five miles below Houston,) to Richmond, on the Brazos, a distance of 
thirty-two miles, and is now being constructed from Richmond West to Colum- 
bus, and from thence on towards Austin City. A Tap-road, seven miles in 
length, connects Houston with this road. Besides these roads, two others have 
been projected. One of them, a continuation of the Tap-road, passing through 
the sugar region of Brazoria county and terminating at Columbia, the other to 
pass through Liberty, Jefferson and Orange counties, to the Sabine river, where it 
is expected to unite with the Opelousas Railroad from New Orleans. This county 
is on*^ of the oldest in the State, having been formed Dec. 20th, 1836, among the 
orio-inal counties of the Republic, and previously belonging to the Municipality of 
Harrisburg, the name having been changed from Harrisburg to Harris, December 
2Sth, 1839. 

We are indebted to Mr. Hardcastle, the Assessor and Collector of Harris county, 
for the following assessment of property in that county, the present year : 
491,924 acres Land, valued at $663,768 42,667 Cattle, valued at $224,144 

Town Lots, " " 869,619 Money at Interest, 140,439 

1117 Negroes, '' " 708,300 Merch'dize on hand Jan. 1, '57 582,003 

1947 Horses, ^' " 44,520 Miscellaneous Property, 101,750 

598 Sheep, '' '' 1,117 

Total, -.-_-- $3,335,600 

Property in other counties assessed in Harris county, - $652,888 

The Assessor also gives the following as the importations into Houston for the 
last three years ; to-wit : in 1S54, $918,175 ; in 1855, $1,095,368 ; in 1856, 
$1,719,194. 

GALYESTOlSr COUNTY, 

The name of this county was taken from the Island, which wiis called San 
Louis when first discovered by La Salle, but was afterwards called Galveston from 
Galvez, a distinguished Spanish nobleman. The county is bounded on the North 
by Clear Creek and Clear Lake, which separate it from Harris county; East by 
Galveston Bay; South by the Gulf, and West by Brazoria. This county is much 
cut up by bays, the Island being separated from the main portion of the county by 
"West Bay, and from the Peninsula of Bolivar, which extends Eastward to Jeffer- 

9^- 
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son county, by a portion of the Bay and Pass, some six or eight miles over, this- 
Peninsula beine separated from liberty county on the North, by East Bay, and 
East Bay and "Taylor's Bayous. The principal streams are Clear Creek, and 
Hall's and Dickinson's Bayous, which are navigable^ only for small boats. The 
streams are bordered by cedar, pine and other varieties of timber, but much the 
larger portion of the county is a level prairie, consisting of a hght, loamy or sandy 
soil, though some of it is the black and stiff hog-wallow found on the inain-land. 
Neither cotton or sugar is produced to any extent, the chief productions being 
com, and potatoes and vegetables for the supply of the city market. Peaches, 
plums and figs are raised ■with very little trouble, and, on the Island, oranges, 
lemons and either tropical fruits are grown successfully, but reqire considerAble 
attention . The area of the county is 680 square miles, over one-thii*d being water, 
and the Island being about one-sixth part ©f land area. The Island is 28 miles 
lon^, and varving in width from m to 33^ miles. The Island is interseoted along 
the^shore, \vith a number of small bayous, which, as well as the Bays, afford an 
abundant supply of fish and oysters at all seasons. There are also several fresh 
water lakes on the Island, (one covering an area of 250 acres,) which afford an 
abundant supply of stock water. Wells can be had anywhere by digging six or 
eight feet, many of which afford good water for all purposes, but in some the 
water is brackish. Cisterns are, however, in universal use in the city, which are 
usually made underground by concrete er brick, and at small expense. The soil 
of the' Island near the shores', is generally sandy and sterild, but a few hundred 
yards back it beeomes loamy and is quite productive. The gardens produce all 
kinds of vegetables in the greatest abundance, and keep the market supplied even 
in the midst of winter. Galveston Beach is admitted to be unequalled by any 
other in the Union. It extends the whole length of the Island, nearly East and 
West, almost perfectly, straight, as smooth and hard as a floor, and affords room, 
at ordinary tides, for six or eight carriages to drive abreast. The population of 
the county is estimated at near 10,000, nearly all of which is within the city and 
suburbs. ®ur limits will barely allow us to allude to some of the improvements 
of the city. There are eight or'ten churches. The Catholic Cathedral, of Gothic 
architecture, cost between thirty and forty thousand dollars. The new Episcopal 
Church, of like architecUire, is said to have cost over forty thousand dollars, and 
when completed, its cost will be about fifty thousand. These churches are both 
of brick. The Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, German Lutheran, &c., are all 
of wood, but are handsome edifices. There are several institutions of learning, in 
which the higher branches are taught, and numerous common schools. St. Mary's 
College and the Convent are both of brick, the former under the direction of Rev. 
J A "Miller, the President. The Galveston Institute is in charge of J. F. Thomp- 
son Principal : The Galveston Female Seminary is a handsome building, recent- 
ly erected, Misses C. S. & E. M. Cobb being the Principals. Among the charita- 
ble institutions we mav name the Masonic Fraternity, the three Lodges of Odd 
Fellows the Order of Good Samaritans, Sons of Temperance, United Americans, 
&c There are several chartered companies for the prosecution of private and pub- 
lic enterpriser^ The Fire Department consists of 2 Engines, the Hook & Ladder, 
and an Axe Company. The health of Galveston is good, the city being entirely 
exempt from anv prevailing sickness, with'the exception of the yellow fever m 
1839 1844 1847 1853 and 1854, and in these years the epidemic was confined al- 
most entirely to unacclimated persons. It is believed that the sanitary improve- 
ments now in progress, for raising the streets and" filling up lots, so as to prevent 
Q^^^Q^^ ^iU protect the city from a similar visitation m future. The Assessor 
and Collector of the county reports the following assessment of property for the 
present year : 
10,274 Acr^^oflandVal. $150 038 | To- X-ots, Valued - ,2,6G1,322 

nT^T " 83 395 1 Merchandize " - 420,240 

.?^ll\ .^ T^f u PiQ.850 Miscellaneous,- 't - 142,084- 



Moneyatlnt. " 59,850 | Miscellaneous,- 



Total, - - - ' 3,978,999 

Property in other counties assessed in this, - - - 1,054,398 

Total of all property aisseseed in this county, - - 5,033,397 
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PORT OF GALVESTON. 

AMOUNT OF SHIPPING AND COMMERCE FOR TWELVE YEAES. 
The following list of arrivals and departures of veBsels to and from Galveston^ 
during the past twelve years, has been furnished us by Capt. L. M. Hitchcock, 
from the books kept by the pilots of this port, and may be relied upon as correct. 
Capl. H. has had twenty years of experience on our bar, during which time eveiy 
arrival and departure has been carefully recorded The number of arrivals, ol 
steamships, ships, barks, brigs and schooners is given respectively for each year, 
commencing with August 1st, and ending July Slst. It wiU be seen to Inrrfsh 
the most complete history of our port that has ever been published : 

' ~~~ Date] ateam ships . Ships. Barks. Br igs Schooners. 



From 1846 to 1846 


62 


<' 1846 to 1847 


89 


'' 1847 to 1858 


84 


" 1848 to 1849 


72 


'' 1849 to 1850 


104 


" 1860 to 1851 


58 


" 1851 to 1852 


96 


'' 1852 to 1853 


76 


'< 1858 to 1854 


91:1 


'^ 1854 to 1855 


93 


^' 1855 to 1856 


96 


'■' 1856 to 1857 


149 


otal number, 


1065 



6 


44 


82 


67 


26 


57 


127 


128 


4 


15 


53 


102 


13 


32 


88 


68 


26 


22 


39 


33 


28 


37 


32 


17 


30 


79 


72 


20 


28 


66 


72 


76 


30 


95 


85 


26 


30 


105 


57 


41 


30 


110 


54 


76 


18 


102 


50 


31 



269 764 811 685 

The minimum value of the above vessels and cargoes that have been risked on 
our bar during the past twelve years, from a careful estimate made at the time of 
each arrival and departure, is as follows : 

Value of Steamships and cargoes, _ _ - - $97,380,000 
cc Ships, '''----- 25,200,000 
a Eaiy, cc _ _ - - - 42,840,000 

f< Briffs " _ - _ _ - 40,300,000 

'^ Schooners, "--.--- ^,71^>00Q 

Total value of property in peril, - - $210,434,000 
LOSSES.— The losses on our bar, during the same period of twelve years, are 

as follows : 

Briff Alphage, stranded, loss partial, _ _ _ - ^ 3,000 

'"Lucy Ann, " « - - - 7,000 

Ship B. R. Milam, '• " _ _ _ _ 15,000 

. Total loss in twelve years, _ _ _ - $25,000 

The above vessels were all got off. 

The ship Elisha Dennison was capsized in a squall while at anchor in the inner 
roads, but her loss, about §10,000, was not attributable to the bar. The brig Lucy 
Ann got on shore without a pilot ; and the ship B. E. Milam and brig Alpha^e 
stranded from want of knowledge of the correct draft ©f water. It will probably 
be difficult to find another port in the United States where the losses have not "been 
greater in proportion to the value of property risked. 

COMPARISON or THE PORT CIIAKGES IN NEW ORLEANS AND GALVESTON. 

Charges in Galveston on a vessel of 800 tons, which may cross our bar with 1200^ 
bales of cotton and receive, by lightering, 800 bales more, at the outer road^ : 

Lightering 800 bis at 40c. f bale % 320 
Stowing cargo at 34c. "^R bale ^^80 

Harbor fees - - - - -^^ 



Pilotage out, - - - $ 33 

Compressing 2000 bis at o8c ^B bl 1160 
Custom House fees, - - 10 



Total Port Charges, ---._---- $2,218 
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Cliarges on ilie same vessel and cargo in Hew Orleans. 



Pilotage - - - - $ 56 
Levee fees _ - - - 75 

Gompressing 2000 bis at 60c i} bl 1200 



Towage, up and down - $ 825 

Custom House fees - - 10 

Stowing catge at 38c. ^ bale 760 



Total Cliarges, --------- $2,926 

Excess of Port Charges in New Orleans over those in Galves»ton on the same 
vessel and cargo, $708. 

We will next give the charoces, in the two portn, en a vessel of 500 tons, carrying 
1*00 bales of cotton : 

IN GALVESTON. 



Pilotage, in and out - - $ 66 

Custom House fees - - 10 

Stowing cargo - , - - 510 

Total Charcres, _ _ - 



Harbor fees - _ - $ 12 

Compressinoj 1500 bales - - 870 



$1468 



IN NEW ORLEANS. 
Pilotage _ - - - $ 78 
Harbor and Levee dues - - 100 
Stowing cargo - - - 570 



Custom House fees - - $ 10 

Compressing _ _ - 900 

Towage _ - _ _ 530 



Total Charges, --------- $2,188 

Excess in New GrleauB over Galveston, $720. 

A like result is shown in favor of Galveston by comparing the charges on ves- 
sel's of a laricer or smaller burthen. The amount of cliarges is from the latest es- 
tablished rates of both ports. , . n 1 ^ ^ 

The anchorao-e in the •utor Koads of G-alveston, where there is a depth ot wiuer 
for the lar'-'-est^class of vessels, is of the best hind of bottom for holding, and the 
Keaviee^t gaie.^, except the Equinoxes, are off' the land, which makes smooth water 
in a few 'hours after the wind changes. Slips lay with an easy stress upon an- 
chor^ as tiiey are partly v/ind-rode and partly current-rode. Vessels of too large a 
draft'to cross the bar discharge and take cargoes by liglitcrage at the outer 
EokIs without diliiculty ; and many shipmasters prefer to remain at the 
outer anchorage, as they thereby avoid much trouble and expense with their 
crews In the approach to Galveston Pass, soundings are easily had for twenty 
or thirty miles out, and the bottom, is so smooth, and shoals so gradually, that, by 
the occasional use of the lead, all danger is avoided- The general direction to 
seaman is to come to anchor in seven fathom water, with the light bearing from 
W N W to N. W. The bar is in lat. 29^ IS' and Ion. 94'=' 15^ 



OURSELVES. 

Future Statistics. —Notwithstanding the exertions we have njade to procure full stutistic-i of all 
that conld be of public interest, we still find there arc many sub.iccts of great importance upon wliich we 
have not been able to touch. We had hoped to give a more full account of the pre^sent progi-ess of edu- 
cation in the State, of the schools, botlr private and public, in the different counties; of the success that 
has attended our present PubUc School Law, and of the amendments to it which experience has shown 
to be necessary. "Wc had hoped to give an account of all the high schools and colleges in the different 
parts of the State that have been established, either by individual enterprise, or by the aid of State 
bouTity. We had jdso hoped to give a historical sketch of the seveml religious denommations, of their 
progress and of the churclies of ea-ch, in all the counties of the State ; but we have thu.g far only beea 
favored with a brief sketch of the Methodist Church. We had expected to give comprehensive statistics, 
witJi a brief liistorical sketch, of all the Lodges in all parts of the State, composmg the Orders of Masons, 
Odd Fellows, Good Samaritans and other benevolent associations. But we trust our friends will en- 
able us to do justice to these subjects hereafter ; and ^s-e hope also, in another year, to give statistics of 
the great wheat-growing interests of our State, and also of the rich cotton grovN^iug counties on Red 
Kiver, of the new counties on the frontier and of the large grazing and agricultural counties on the Rio 
Grande. We also expect soon to be able to give much valuable information in regard to the Geology and 
Mineral Wealth of our State, as our present Legislature wiU doubtless estabhsh a Bureau for this pur- 
pose, and elect a State Geologist. Our work is mtended to promote the best interests of every part of the 
State, and if any portion should be neglected, it will be because the necessary iinformation is not fur- 
bished tis. 
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COMPENDIUM OF THE EARLY HISTORY OF 

TEXAS. 

[Continued from the Texas Almanac, for 1857.1 
In our Almanac for 185Y, we brought the Compendium of the Early History of 
Texas from the first discovery of the country by La Salle, in 1685, down to 1821, 
the year in which the elder Austin obtained his first contract of colonization. That 
period of 136 years, was scarcely any thing else than one long-continued reign of 
despotism under Spanish rule, without any perceptible progress in tbe settlement 
of the country, or in agricultural and commercial improvements, or the arts of 
civilization. This long and dark period of our history closed nearly as it began. 
A fcAv missions had been established in several portions of the country, and some 
settlements of white inhabitants were formed in their immediate vicinity ; and 
this was about the extent of the population, the remainder of tbis immeoe? and 
fertile region being still little else than one vast wilderness. The entire population 
of Texas at the time its settlement was commenced by the Anglo-Americans, un- 
der the Austins, did not probably exceed over 5,000 of all classes, though we can 
find no definite information on tbis point. Mr. Yoakum estimates the population 
of Texas in 1806, from the data in his possession, at only 7.000, including Mexicans 
Spaniards, Americans, Creoles, civilized and half-breed Indians ; and it is tbe 
opinion of several of the early settlers with whom we have conversed on tbe sub- 
ject, that the aggregate population of Texas rather diminished than increased from 
1806 to 1821, in consequence of the continual wars and civil disturbances durino- 
that period. Col. Sam'l M. "Williams informs us that in 1824, the population of 
San Antonio was estimated at only about 1400, and that of La Bahia or Goliad, at 
500 ; and these with a few inhabitants at Nacogdoches, and a still smaller number 
at a few other places, constituted all the ci\dhzed population of Texas. It may, 
therefore, be safely assumed that the aggregate population of Texas, including all 
classes, had scarcely made any advance whatever, from the time of La Salle's first 
landing, down to the period when Stephen F. Austin began to introduce an entire- 
' ly different class of settlers. 

The colonization enterprise of the Austins was the commencement of a new era 
in Texas. In was then that the principles of civil hberty, and the arts of civihza- 
tion, began to take permanent possession of the soil, and the consequence has been, 
that during the comparatively short period since, the whole country has been so 
completely revolutionized, that the red man can now scarcely recognize it as the 
hunting ground of his early life. But we cannot stop to dwell upon the astonish- 
ing progress made by a race of enlightened freemen, in regenerating a countiy 
that had been shrouded in darkness for the previous hundred and thirty-six years. 
We will, however, remark that the whole range of history does not probably af- 
ford so striking a contrast between difi'erent nations and governments as is pre- 
sented in the sudden changes produced by the transfer of Texas from Spanish 
rule to Anglo-American dominion. 

In our present continuation of Texas history, we do not think we can perfomr a 
service more acceptable to our readers than by republishing the account given by 
Stephen F. Austin himself, of the difficulties and principal events that attended the 
first years of his infant colony. We take the account in his own words, from a 
small pamphlet, (perhaps the only one now extant,) published at San Felipe, in 
1829, by Godwin B. Gotten. This account is introductory to various translated 

10 
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JB.1VS, decrees and colonization contracts, wliicli Mr. Austin had published, at that 
time, for the information of the settlers. The article may appear rather lengthy 
for our little work, but it furnishes the best history of that short period we have 
been able to find, and any attempt by us to abridge it would only destroy the in- 
terest and freshness of the author's narrative in his own language, and we should, 
besides, be liable to misconstrue the meaning in some important particulars. 

TO THE SETTLERS IN WHAT IS CALLED " AUSTIN'S COLONY," IN TEXAS. 

The idea of forming a settlement of North Americans in the wilderness of 
Texas originated with Moses Austin, of Missouri; and after the conclusion of De 
Onis's treaty, in 1S19, efforts were made by him to ;put matters in train for an ap- 
plication to the Spanish Government in Spain. It the application succeeded, it 
was contemplated to remove a number of families in a body, through Arkansas 
Territory; and, as a preparatory step, his son, Stephen Fuller Austin, was sent to 
Long Prairie, on Eed Kiver, with some hands, &c., for the purpose of opening a 
farni near the boundary line, which it was thought would be useful, to furnish 
provisions and afford facilities to emigrants ; an^ a resting place, until some pre- 
paration could be made in the wilderness of Texas. It was thought that the farm 
could be advantageously sold afterwards, or continued as a cotton plantation, should 
the enterprize totally fail. At that time there were but three famihes at Long 
Frairie, and Hempstead county had just began to settle. In answer to the in- 
quiries of the elder Austin, as to the best mode of laying the subject before the 
Spanish government, he was advised to apply to the Spanish authorities of New 
Spain. He accordingly undertook the journey from Missouri to the capitol of the 
province of Texas, 'the information collected by the younger Austin, on Eed 
river, had convinced him that the route by way of Natchitoches, or by water from 
N. Orleans, was much preferable to the one originally contemplated thi-ough Ar- 
kansas Territory ; which, added to the unhealthiness of the situation at Long 
Prairie, and other circumstances, caused an abandonment of the farming project at 
that place ; and he met his father at Little Eock in the summer of 1S20. It was 
there arranged that the father should proceed to the capital of Texas, and the son 
to New Orleans ; the former to see what could be done by an apphcation to the 
Spanish authorities of New Spain ; and the latter to make some preparatory ar- 
rangements in New Orleans, for facilitating the transportation of families, furnish- 
ing supplies, &c., and also, to be ready to proceed to Havana in the event of its 
being necessary to have recourse to the government in Spain. 

The elder Austhi arrived at Bexar, the capital of Texas, early in December, 1820, 
and on presenting himself to the Gov. he received a peremptory order to leave that 
capital instantly, and the province as soon as he could get out of _ it. This order 
was issued im consequence of the general regulations, then existing, prohibiting 
any foreigner from entering the Spanish territory, without a specific description of 
passport. There was no remedy ; and he left the Governor's house to prepare for 
his departure. In crossing the pubhc square he accidently met the Baron dc Bas- 
trop with whom he had a slight acquaintance in the United States, many years 
previous. Mr. Austin became a Spanish subject in Upper Louisiana, in 1799, and 
De Bastrop went to the Governor with the documents which he had brought with 
him to prove the fact ; a second interview was thus obtained with the Governor, . 
and after several days deliberation and consultations, with the caUldo, a memo- 
rial was presented to Mr. Austin, asking for permission to settle three hundred 
families in Texas ; which was sent on to the superior government of the Eastern 
Internal Provinces, strongly recommended by the local authorities of this Pro- 
vince. 

He left Bexar in January, and an'ived in Missouri in the spring, and immediate- 
ly set about making the necessary preparations for a removal to Texas, as soon as 
he should hear of the success of Ms application. His preparations, however, were - 
oreatly retarded by ill health, as on his return in the winter through Texas, he 
buffered greatly from exposure to bad weather, swimming and rafting rivers and 
creeks and for want of provisions ; for at that time, Texas was an entire wilder- 
ne-^s from Bexar to the Sabine. Nacogdoches and the settlements mits vicinity, 
h?d been totally broken up, and the inhabitants driven off by the expedition that 
was "^ent the year before by the Spanish government, against the revolutionists m 
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that quarter. He reached Nachitoches. on his return, much afflicted by a severe 
cold that had settled in his breast, and which terminated in an inflamation, that 
finally ended his existence in Missouri, a few days after he had received informa- 
tion of the success of his apphcation. He left a request that his son, Steplien^ 
should prosecute the enterprise, which he had- thus commenced, of forming a set- 
tlement in Texas. 

Mr. Moses Austin, was a native of Durham, in the state of Connecticut, and 
much distinguished for enterprize and perseverance. At the age of twenty he 
married Miss Maria Brown, in Philadelphia, and soon after established a commer- 
cial house in Richmond, Virginia, in partnership with his brother, Stephen, who 
was at the head of an extensive importing house in Philadelphia. They after- 
wards purchased the lead mines, called Chissers mines, on New Eiver, Wythe 
county, Virginia, to which he removed and established a regular system of mining 
and smelting, shot, sheet lead, and other factories of lead, for which purpose, min- 
ers and mechanics, in those branches, were introduced from England; for at that 
time, manufactories of this description were in their infancy in the United States- 
Revolutions, incident to extended commercial business, and to adventnrons enter- 
prize, brought on a reverse in both the Philadelphia and Virginia houses, and Mr. 
Moses Austin having received flattering accounts of the lead mines of Uioper Lou- 
isiana, (now Missouri,) he determined to visit that distant, and then unknown 
country. Accordingly, having procured the necessary passports, from the Spanish 
Minister, he visited upper Louisiana, in 1797, and procured a grant from the Gov- 
ernor General, Baron de Carondelet, for one league qf^land, including the Mine-a- 
^-wno 72-, forty miles west of St. Genivieve ; and after closing all his affairs in the 
United States, he removed his family and a number of others from Wythe county^ 
by a new and almost untried route, down the Kanhaway river, to his new grant, 
in 1799, and laid a foundation for the settlement of what is now called Wasliington 
County, in Missouri. The family of his nephew, Elias Bates, was the first, and 
his own, the second, that ever spent a winter at Mine-a-Burton, now Potosi. The 
early settlers of that place and county will bear ample testimony as to his enter- 
prize, public spirit, and honorable character ; wliich qualities, in fact, brought on 
another reverse of fortune, and caused him to turn, with unabated ardor^ in the 
decline of life, to a new and hazardous enterprize, in the wilderness of Texas. It 
is hoped the reader will pardon this digi'ession ; it was thought due to the real au- 
thor of that enterprize, which has led to our location in this country. 

The memorial of Moses Austin was granted on the 17th of January, 1821, by 
the supreme government of the Eastern Internal Provinces of New 'Spain, at 
Monterey. It gave permission to said Austin to introduce three hmidred families 
in Texas. A special commissioner was dispatched by the Governor of Texas, in 
conformity with the orders of the Commandant General, Don Joaquin de Aredon- 
do, to the United States, for the purpose of communicating to Mr. Austin the 
result of his application, and of conducting the said famihes'J in a legal manner, 
into the country. This commissioner was Don Erasmo Seguin, a very respecta- 
ble citizen of Bexar. 

_S. F. Austin, who was in New Orleans, as before stated, having received inform- 
ation of the arrival of the commissioner, Don Er asm o Segiiin, at Natchitoches, pro- 
ceeded to that place, and there heard the death of his father. He then determin- 
ed to accompany the said commissioner to Bexar, explore the country, and make 
such further arrangements as might be necessary to prosecute the entei-prize. He 
accordingly started from Natchftoches, the 5th July, 1821, with seventeen com- 
panions, in company with said commissioner, and some other gentlemeji from 
Bexar , amongst whom was Don Juan Martin Berrimendi, also a respectable citi- 
zen of that place. The whole company arrived at the capital of Texas, on the 10th 
of August, Jby the upper or San Antonio road. He was kindly received by Gov- 
ernor Martinez, who granted him a general j)ermission to explore the countrv on 
the Colorado river, sound its entrance, harbor, <fec,, and select such a settlement as 
he might consider the most advantageous for the new settlement. 

The Governor requested Austin verbally, to furnish a plan for the distribution 
of land to the new settlers ; he accordingly proposed one, which, in his opinion 
was sufficiently advantageous to the settlers, and at the same time, adaptecf to the 
wilderness state of the country, which required a compact location, to insure safe- 
ty from the Indians. The basis established, in the plan proposed, was, to eive to 
each head of a family and each single man over age, six hundred and fort/ acres 
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three hundred and twenty acres in addition for the wife, should there be one one 
hundred and sixty acres in addition for each child, and eighty acres in additioA for 
each slave. This ^lan was presented in writing-, and Austin received authority 
from the Governor, to promise that quantity to the settlers. He was also commis- 
sioned by the G-overnor, to take charge of the local government of the new settle- 
ment, until It could be otherwise organized. He departed from Bexar the last of 
August, and Irom La Bahia, (now Goliad,) the 10th of September. At the latter 
place he procured a guide from the Alcalde, in virtue of an order to that effect 
iTom the Governor. His company was now reduced to nine men, the others hav- 
ing returned from La Bahia to the United States. He explored the river Guada- 
lupe, down to the bay, and attempted to follow round the bay shore to the mouth 
of tlic Colorado ; but finding that the guide Imew nothing of the route, after 
leaving the Guadalupe, and frequently involved the company in difficulties 
amongst the nmnerous tide inlets , he dismissed him, and bore up north until he 
struck the road at the crossing of La Baca, and explored the Colorado and Brazos 
as far as was practicable, and sufficient to convince him of the ferihty of the coun- 
try on those two rivers , and its chffibility for the new settlement. 

On his return to Louisiana, he published in the newspapers, a notice of the con- 
templated new settlement, stating the quantity of land which he was authorised by 
the Governor's letter of the 19th August, to promise ; and also stating that each 
settler must pay him twelve and a half cents per acre— he, Austin— taking upon 
himself all the cost of surveying and all other costs and fees or charges of whatever 
kind, as well as the traaslating, trouble, and labor of attending to the business 
and procurinsc the titles, &c. Said sum was to be paid after receipt of title, in in- 
stalments. This twelve and a half cents per acre was also designed to provide for 
the defence of the new settlement against hostile Indians— to furnish supphes to 
aid poor emigrants, and to defray the necessary expenses of the local government. 
He also considered that he was justly entitled to a remuneration for his labor and 
expenses, and he run the risk of sa^dng something for himself out of said funds : 
his father had also expended much tinie and money in the enterprise ; besides the 
fatigue, privations and sufferings of such a journey, as that from Potosi, in Missou- 
ri, to Bexar and back again , t£e most of it through a wilderness. It was evident 
that a fund was necessary, or the new settlement must fail. A moment's reflec- 
tion showed the utter impracticability of attempting to raise it by voluntary con- 
tribution, or subscription amongst the settlers, and the plan of a tax on each set- 
tler would have been kindling^ a volcano under the cradle of the enterprize. 

There was, in fact, no other safe mode, but to make it a matter of voluntary eon- 
tract, formed and entered into by and between Austin on the one part and the 
settlers on the other ; and in order to give due notice of said contract to all con- 
cerned, it was published in the newspapers, so that each might know, before he 
started from Ms former residence to emigrate, on what terms he would be receiv- 
ed ; and the act of applying for admission , as one of the 300 settlers, was an accep- 
tance by the applicant of the terms offered, and a ratification on his part of said 
contract) whether he specially signed a bond to that effect or not. Austin consult- 
ed the Governor of Texas on this subject ; and after explaining its nature and 
objects, he asked the opinion of the Governor, as to whether the government would 
be'likely to interfere with such an arrangement, between him and the settlers. The 
Governor observed, that the government would expect a strict compliance, as to 
the number and description of settlers, but he could see no reason why it should 
interfere with any private arrangement, legally and fairly made with them, of 
the kind indicated. The case was supposed that should 900 famihes apply for ad- 
mission, only 300 of them could be received, and he should therefor^s say to them 
those who pay me a certain sum will be admitted. The opinion was expressed' 
that if no fraud, or deceptive allurements were held out, to mislead, even such an 
arrangement as that, fi'eely and voluntarily made, and understood by all parties 
would not be interfered with by the government : he observed, however, that it 
was merely a matter of opinion with liim, as he could not say what the superior 
government might do in such cases. Under this view of the matter, and for the 
objects of general utility, before explained, Austin adopted the plan he did, in re- 
gard to the 12 1-2 cents per acre. The explanation is given, because this subject 
belongs properly to the history of the land titles ; and it is one about which there 
has been some erroneous impressions. It is very evident that mere speculation 
was not the object, as some have stated, for but little would have been left, at 
best, after paying the expenses of surveying, the office fees, the commissioners fees, 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



EARLY HISTORY OF TEXAS. 149 

the stamp paper, and defraying the other necessary expenses ; — the object, there- 
fore, must have been the general good of all, and not the private speculation of one 
individual. 

In December, 1821, Austin arrived on the river Brazos, at the La Bahia road, 
with the first emigrants, and the new settlement was commenced in the midst of 
an entire wilderness. Without entering into a detailed history of the settlement, 
and noticing all the difliculties, privations and dangers, that were surmounted by 
the first emigrants, it is sufficient to say, that such a^detail would present examples 
of inflexible perseverance and fortitude on the part of those settlers, which huA e 
been seldom eq^ualled in any country or in any enterprize. [Arrangements were 
made by Austm, in Nov. 1821, to send out emigrants, and supplies of seed corn, 
provisions, tools, &c., by sea, from New Orleans; much money was spent, and 
one vessel, the schooner Lively, was lost, without any avail or benefit whatever to 
the settlement ; for, owing to the inaccuracy of the charts, or some other cause, 
those who commanded the first vessels did not find the appointed placeof rendez- 
vous, the mouth of the Colorado. One cargo which reached that place, was de- 
stroyed by the Karankaways, in the fall oflS22, soon after it was landed', and four 
men were massacred. These disappointments compelled the emigrants to pack 
seed corn from Sabine or Bexar, and it was very scarce at the latter place. They 
were totally destitute of bread and salt ; coffee, sugar, &c., were remembered and 
hoped for at some future day. There was no other dependence for subsistence, but 
the wild game, such as bufi'alo, bear, deer, turkeys, and wild horses, {mustangs.) 
The Indians rendered it quite dangerous, ran.ging the country, to hunt bufiialo ; 
bear were veiy poor and scarce, owing to a failure in the mast, and j^^'^or xenism, 
it is well known, is the poorest and lea'st nutricious of all the meat kind. Mustang 
Zic^r^e^, however, were fat, and very abundant, and it is estimated that 100 of them 
were eaten the two first years. The Karankaway Indians were very hostile on the 
coast ; the Wacos and Tawakanies were equally so in the interior, and committed 
constant depredations. Parties of Tankaw^ays, Lepans, Beedies, &c., were inter- 
mingled with the settlers; they were beggarly and insolent, and only restrained the 
first two years, by presents, forbearance, and policv ; there was not force sufficient 
to awe them. One imprudent step with these Indians would have destroyed the 
settlement ; and the settlers deserve as much credit for their forbearance "^durins: 
the years, '22 and '23, as for their fortitude. In '24, the force of the settlemenl: 
justified a change of pohcy, and a party of Tankaways were tied and whipped, in 
presence of their chiefs, for horse steahng. Long details cannot now be eiven, and 
this note is inserted merely to give a general idea of ^vhat must have" been the 
difiiculties, privations and dangers, which had to be borne and overcome during 
the first years- of the settlement.] 

In March, Austin proceeded to Bexar to make his report to the Governor, where 
hewas informed for the first time that it would be necessary for him to proceed, 
immediately to the city of Mexico, in order to procure from the Mexican Congress,- 
then in session, a confirmation of the permission to Moses Austin, and receive 
special instructions as to the distribution of land, the issuing of titles, '<fec. 

It should have been stated before, that Austin 'received the fii-st positive inform- 
ation of the revolution, and plan of Iguala, of the 24th Feb., 1821; and of the 
complete independence of Mexico, on i&is arrival at Bexar, in August of that year, 
so that the official acts of Governor Martinez, relative to the new settlement, dated 
m August, 1821, were from a Governor of the independent Mexican nation, and 
not from a Spanish Governor. For this reasou, the intimation, as to the trip to 
Mexico, was totally unexpected, and very embarrassing; for not calculating on 
any thing of the kind, he had not made the necessary preparations for such a jour- 
ney. There was no time for hesitation: arrangements were made for Mr. Josiah 
H. Bell, to take charge of the new settlement, and Austin departed for Mexico, a 
journey of 1200 miles, by land. 

The Mexican nation, had just sjDrung into existence. The galling chains of 
Spanish despotism had been gloriously thrown off, but the necessary restraints of 
law, system, and local poHce, had not yet been sufficiently established; m.i-ch dis- 
order prevailed in consequence, in many parts of the country; and the roads were 
infested m many places with deserters and lawless bands of robbers. Austin, how- 
ever, arrived m the great capitol of this nation, on the 29th of April, 1822, without 
any other accident than being overhauled^ and partially robbed by a war party 
of 54 Comanches, on the river Nueces, about 100 miles beyond Bexar. From 
Monter ey, he had one companion, Lorenzo Christie, who had been a captain in 
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GenerdMmas expedition. They both disguised themselves in ragged clothes 
with blankets, <fec m the same style, so as to pass for very poor m?S, who were 
gomg to Mexico, to petition for compensation for services in the revolution S 
passports explained to the several authorities, as they passed, who they were, and 
maiiy foendly cautions were given as to the robbers. ^ ' ^ ' """^^ 

rpi / '^^^?^^^ Congress had been in session since the 24th of Feb. of that year 
tir^Uv'^n^f/?7^''T''''K^' ^^^^ established, was a limited Monarchy, in con-^ 
torm ty with the plan of Iguala and treaty of Cordova, and the Spanish consti- 
tution was provisionally adopted. The Executive Department was administered 
T^ .^ 'l^T""^^ ^^IT^c^ theGeneraUssimo, Don Augustin Iturbide, was President. 
I he state of pohtical affairs m the capital at this time was very unsettled,— 
Generals yictona and Bravo, and several other republican leaders of rank, who 
nad been imprisoned by Iturbide, in November, for opposing his ambitious de- 
signs had escaped from confinement not long before; serious dissentions had 
already arisen between the Generahssimo and Congress; the regency were divided 
and m discord amongst themselves; Yanez, one of its principal and most liberal 
members, having had a personal dispute of great warmth, with Iturbide, during 
^ne of the sittings, m. which the terms "traitor," "usurper," &c., were mutuall? 
passed; the friends o± hberty were greatly alarmed, at the ascendancy which the 
Generalissimo had acquired over the military and lower class of the populace • 
;^?fi^^;^iTthing indicated an approaching crisis. Accordingly, on the night of the 
Ibth of May the soldiery and populace, headed by sergeants and corporals, pro- 
^f Tn. i^^^ii ^^^V^^P^^^^'- ^^ ^'"^^ ^ ^^S^^ ^^ violence; confusion ancl uproar,— 
ihe 700 bells of the city, pealing from the steeples of monasteries, convents, and 
churches; the hring of canon and musketry from the different barracks, and the 
shoutsof the populace m the streets, proclaimed to the true friends of freedom, 
that a few common soldiers, in union with a city mob, had taken it upon them- 
selves to decide the destiny of Mexico, and to utter the voice of the nation. The 
session of Congress on the 19th, was held, surrounded with bayonets; and the 
man who was thus proclaimed by a rabble, amidst darkness and tumult, was de- 
clared by a decree of the majority of that body to be Emperor of Mexico. 

In such a state of political affairs, all that a person could do who had business 
to transact with government, was to form acquaintances, try to secm-e friends, and 
wait for a favorable opportunity. Austin adopted this course, and devoted the 
principal part of his time to studying the Spanish language, for when he arrived 
m Mexico, he labored under the disadvantanges of being a foreigner, a total stran- 
ger, and ignorant of the language of the country, except what little he had ac- 
quired in his first trip, to Bexar, and on his journey to the capitol. 

On examination into the state of his colonization business, he found that the re- 
gency had decided that the Governor of Texas, Martinez, was not sufficiently auth- 
orized to stipulate what quantity of land the new settlers were to get; as he did, 
by his letter to Austin, of 19th August, 1S21, and that this point must be settled 
by a law of congress: for which purpose all the documents relative to said new 
settlement were transmitted by the regency to congress. This at once explained 
the reason why Governor Martinez urged Austin to go to Mexico, for he was doubt- 
less well aware that in the then existing state of political affairs nothing would be 
done in the business unless some one was present to attend to it. 

Austin endeavored to procure the despatch of his business by means of a special 
law, but found it to be impracticable, owing to several petitions having been pre- 
sented for colonies, wliich gave rise to an idea among the members that a general 
colonization law ought to be passed, and that all should be placed on the same 
footing : [Among the petitions on colonization, that were presented at this time, 
was one V>y General James Wilkinson, and another from the Nashville Company, 
Tenn. This latter petition was not finally dispatched, until 1825, under the State 
Government of Coahuila and Texas; all the others failed.] Nothing, therefore, 
could be done until such a general law was enacted. A standing committee on 
colonization had been apiDointed previous to his arrival in the city, to which his 
_ business was referred. This committee made some progress towards settling the 
~ basis of a law; but the coronation, oa the 21st July; the dissensions between the 
Emperor and Congress; the general alarm amongst the liberal members, at the 
strides of the former towards absolute power; the events which grew out of the 
violent proceedings of the 26th August, when fourteen of the principal members 
of congress were seized in their beds and imprisoned; added to the necessary at- 
tention to the revenue and financial departments, and to national affairs, general- 
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ly, precluded any advancement in a matter which was considered to be so com- 
paratively unimportant as a new settlement amongst barbarous savages, 1200 
miles distant in the wilderness of Texas. Notwithstanding the many embarrass- 
ments, however, which retarded the business, the committee on colonization re- 
ported a general colonization law, the discussion of which had proceeded, in detail 
to within three articles of the end, when, on the 31st of October, congress was 
turned out of doors by an armed forc^, acting under a decree of the emperor, which 
declared that congress was dissolved, and vesting the legislative power of the na- 
tion in a Junta mstituyente^ whose members were all "nominated by himself. — 
This event, of course, threw back the colonization law to its first stage; all had to 
be begun denovo\ a new colonization committee was appointed, a new law was re- 
ported, though not differing much from the former, which finally passed, and 
was approved by the emperor, and promulgated on the 4th of Jan., 1823. 

Thus, eight months after his arrival in the capitol, Austin had the satisfaction of 
finding himself advanced one step ; a colonization law was enacted and promul- 
gated. The next step was to procure the despatch of his business from the execu- 
tive, a task which at first promised to be almost as difficult to accomplish as the 
other had been, owing to the excitement which was daily becoming more open and 
manifest, against the arbitrary proceedings of the emperor, which portended 
another revolution, and, of course, a further suspension of all business of an indi- 
vidual nature. Fortunately, however, the minister of exterior and interior rela- 
tions, Don Jose Kanuel Herrera, and the sub-minister of the same department, 
Don Andres Quintana, were both men of liberal and enlightened principles, and 
so far as the then existing state of politics would permit, they wer,e favorable to 
the emigration of foreigners. The despatch of individual affairs appertaining to 
the interior, or home department, was principally confided to the sub-minister, 
Quintana. The captain general of the Internal Provinces, Don Anastacio Busta- 
mante, (now vice president of the nation,) within whose command Texas was in- 
■ eluded, also took a very liberal and enlightened view of the advantages which 
would result to the nation from settling the wilderness of Texas, to which he was 
very favorably inclined: also a number of the members of the Junta InstUuyente 
and of the council of state, were favorably disposed towards the enterprize; added 
to all which, the claims of Austin on the attention and justice of government, 
were strong and incontrovertible. Pie came into Texas with the emigrant settlers, 
in virtue of a permission legally granted to his father by the competent Spanish 
authorities, previous to the change of government; he was also officially condncted 
into^the country, by a commissioner expressly appointed by the Governor of Tex- 
as _ for that purpose ; and on his arrival at the capital of that province, he was 
officially received, and recognized by Governor Antonio Martinez, after the change 
of government and officially authorized by that functionary of the independent 
^lexican nation, to proceed with the settlement; the amount of land to be distribu- 
ted to each settler was stipulated; and he (Austin,) was appointed to administer, 
provisionally, the local government of the new settlement. He had also been de- 
tained nearly a year in IMEexico on this business. These circumstances enabled him 
to bring the matter before the council of state, in a shape which procured its 
speedy and favorable dispatch by that body, who reported their opinion relative to 
it on the 14th of January; and on the 18th of February, 1823, the minister, An- 
dres Quintana, issued the emperor's final decree on the subject. This decree was 
conformable, in general, to the advice given to the emperor by the council in 
their report, tho' not exactly in every particular. 

The great object which took Austin t© Mexico being accomplished, he made pre- 
parations to depart immecUateh for Texas, and intended to have started on the 
23d of Feb., but, pre\dous to that day, information reached the city relative to the 
progress of the revolution against the emperor, which convinced all reflecting men 
that a great political change of some kind was near at hand. 

On the 2d December, General Santana, who commanded at Vera Cruz, raised 
the standard of opposition to the arbitrary proceedings of Iturbide, and on the 6th, 
in union with the civil authority of that city, he published a ^^plan,'^ the basis of 
which was the re-union of tjie same congress whose members had been dispersed 
by the arbitrary order of the emperor on the 31st October; and that its delibera- 
tions should be free from military restraint. General Victoria suddenly appeared 
from the retreat, where he had remained concealed since his flight from Mexico 
in Feb. 1822, and joined the congress party. A severe, thougb not decisive battle 
was fought at Xalapa, on the 21st of Dec, between Santana and the imperial 
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troops, in whieli the former failed to get possession of that town. Generals 
Guerrero and Bravo, also retired suddenly from the capitol, and took the 
field in favor of congress, at the head of the Guerrillas, in Oaxaca, and to- 
wards Acapulco; and on the 2d February, the army that was beseiging San- 
tana in Yera Cruz, under the command of General Echavarri, revolted in a 
body from the emperor, and forming a junction with the beseiged, declared 
in favor of cons^ress, and published another plan, similar to that of Santana's 
called the ■plan of C'cisa Mata. These events gave great impulse to the revo- 
lution, which spread through the province of Yera Cruz, Puebla, Oaxaca and 
parts of Mexico, Yivanco, the Captain General of Puebla, declared in favor 
of congress, and owing to his popularity with the soldiers, was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the "Liberating Army.*' All the other parts of the 
nation, however, had thus far appeared to remain quiet, and in favor of the 
Emperor, though a general anxiety, suspense and excitement, had prevailed 
since Santana's defection, which was daily becoming more intense, and tend- 
ing towards a decisive crisis. On the 19th Februar}^, the Minister, Jose Man- 
uel Herrera, secretly fled from the capitol, and concealed himself so efl"ectual- 
ly that he was supposed to be dead for two years afterwards. And on the 
20th and 21st, information was circulated in the city of the general defection '' 
from the Emperor, of those parts of the nation which had heretofore remain- 
ed passive, and Iturbide began to be publicly spoken of as an usurper, and 
some were of opinion that all his acts would be annulled by congress. This 
would have thrown Austin back to where he started the year before, and it 
was therefore too important a matter to be left unattended to. He consulted 
several lawyers, and other persons of information, on the subject; some gave 
the opinion that all acts of the government de facto, of such an individual na- 
ture as this, where the rights and interests of individuals alone were concern- 
ed, without being in any way connected with the general politics of the gov- 
ernment or nation, would be good, and others thought that it would be safer . 
to obtain the sanction of congress. It was sufficient for Austin that any ''" 
doubt appeared to exist, and he determined to suspend his journey to Texas, 
and wait the meeting of congress, which, it was now evident, must soon take 

Early in February, the Emperor marched out of the city in person, at the 
head of all the troops he could collect, and occupied a station at the village 
of Iztapaluca, five leai^ues, on the road to Puebla. Finding, liowever, that he 
could not rely upon his troops, and that the opposing force, which was ap- 
proaching on' the Puebla road, under Yivanco, greatly exceeded his, and was 
daily auo-menting by desertions from his own army he consented to a cessa- 
tion of hostilities^ and commissioners were appointed on both sides to treat. — 
The said commissioners met at the village of Mexicansingo, a few leagues out 
of the capital, and agreed in substance that the emperor should retire to 
Tacubaya, three leagues from the city, that congress should convene as soon 
as its dispersed members could be collected, and that all parties should un- 
eonditionally submit to whatever congress might dictate, neither to have any 
troops in the city, and the necessary guards to keep order were to be placed 
under the direction of the local civil authority until congress met Both 
parties complied with this treaty. Congress convened, and on the 29tli of 
March, decided, 1st. That the sovereign constituent congress of the_ Mexican 
nation' was in legal session, there being 103 members present, which was a 
maiority of the whole number, and that its deliberations were entirely free 
from all military or other forcible restraint. 2nd. That the executive pow- 
er of Mexico, which had existed since the 19th of May, 1822, up to that time, 
had ceased 3d. That this decree should be communicated to the supreme 
executive power, which would be established by congress, for its publication, 
&c On the 31st congress decreed, that the executive authority of the Mexi- 
can nation should be provisionally deposited in a body, who should be styled 
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the Supreme Executive Power, and be composed of three iDdividuals, &c. On 
the same day the three persons who were to compose the executive were 
elected by congress, to wit: Nicholas Bravo, Guadalupe Victoria, and Pedro 
Celestino Negrette; and Jose Mariano Michelena, and Miguel Dominguez, were- 
elected supernumeraries, to fill the places of any of the others who might be 
absent, until their arrival. An entirely new organization of the different 
branches of the government, now took Place. On the 8th of April, congress 
decreed tiiut the coronation of Don. Augustia de Iturbide was an act of vio- 
lence and force, and was null; and consequently that the resignation of the 
crown tendered by him on the 19th of March, could not be considered b}- 
congress, and that the hereditary succession, and all titles emanating from 
said coronation were null; and all the acts of the last government, from the 
19th May, 1822, to the 29th March, 1823, were illegal, and subject to be revis- 
ed, confirmed or revoked by the government now established; and finally, 
said decree banished Iturbide from the Mexi'Can territory, forever, but assigned 
him a salary of $25,000, annually, (provided he resided in some part of Italy,) 
and fixed a pension of $8000, annuall}^, on his fjmiily after his death. 

^ [The Emperor issued a proclamation, convening the same congress he had 
dispersi?.d, and a part of the members met on the 'Zth of March, though not a 
quorum; they therefore did no business, and adjourned from day to-day, un- 
til the 29th, when a quorum met; on the 19th, Iturbide sent to Congress his 
abdication of the throne, on the 30th, he left Tacubaya for Tulansingo, under 
a strong guard, commanded by General Bravo, who" escorted him from there 
to Antigua, near Vera Cruz, where he was embarked oa the 11th of May, on 
board an English vessel, for Italy. From Italy he proceeded to London, and 
made preparations for returning to Mexico; in consequence of which, on the 
28th of April, 1824, congress passed a decree of outlawry against him. He 
landed at Soto Marina, 14th July, 1824, in disguise, and was arrested and shot 
at Padilla, on tlie 19th of that month, at 6 o'clock, P. M.] 

In consequence of the decree of 8th Ajml, Austin presented a memorial to 
congress, together with the concession, which he had obtained from the last 
government on the 18th February; and petitioned congress to confirm said 
concession, or dispose of it, as that body might deem proper. On the 11th 
April, congress passed a decree, refering said memorial and concession to the 
supreme executive power, to be confirmed by that power, should it have no 
objections to said confirmation; said decree also suspended, for the future, 
the law of colonization passed by the junta imtituyente the 4th of January,' 
1823, until a new resolution of congress on the subject. On the 14th of April, 
the supreme executive power issued a decree in virtue of the act of congress, 
above mentioned, by which that power confirmed in full the concession 
granted to Austin by the imperial government on the 18th of February, 1823^ 
and said decree was circulated by the Minister of Interior and Exterior Rela-- 
tions, Don Garcia Illueca, to the Captain-General of the Internal Provinces, 
and a certified copy of it was delivered to Austin. 

Thus after one year's detention and exertions in Mexico, Austin at last had 
the satisfaction of leaving there with his business dispatched and confirmed 
by all the governments which had ruled the Mexican nation during the said 
year; and as the last confirmation was by the Sovereign Constituent Congress 
whose members were the acknowledged and legal representatives of the peo- 
ple of the nation, there could no shadow of doubt remain as to the legality 
and validity of his concession; and on the 28th day of April he departed from 
the capital. 

On his arrival at Monterey, the capital of the eastern internal provinces 
he presented a consultation to the Commandant General, Don Felipe de la 
Garza, requesting special instructions, and copies of the laws, for the adminis- 
tration of the local government of the new colony, which was committed to 
his charge in general terms, by the decree oi the supreme government of 18th 
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of Feb., 1823. This eousultation was transmitted by the Commandant Gener- 
al to the provincial deputation of Nueva Leon, Coahuila and Texas, then in 
session in that city, who decreed in substance, that Austin's authorit}-, under 
the said decree of 18th of Feb., was full and ample as to the administration of 
justice and of the civil local government of the colony, and the command of 
the militia; and that his grade or rank as a militia officer should be Lieuten- 
ant Colonel; that he could make war on the Indian tribes who were hostile 
and molested the settlement; that he could introduce, hj the harbor of G-al- 
veston, such supplies of provisions, &c., as might be necessar}^ for the settle- 
ment in its infancy; in short, that he should preserve good order, and govern 
the colony in all civil, judicial and military matters, according to the best of 
his abilities, and as justice might require, until the government was other- 
wise organized, and copies of laws were furnished, rendering to the governor 
of Texas an account of his acts, or of any important event that might occur, 
and being hi iself subject to him, and the Commandant G-eneraL The local 
government was thus committed to him with the most extensive powers, but 
without any copies of laws or specific instructions whatever, for his guide; the 
act of the deputation, therefore, left the matter in substance precisely where 
the decree of 18tii of Feb. had placed it. 

On the 16th of July, the Governor of Texas, Don Luciano Garcia appointed 
the Baron de Bastrop commissioner on the part of the government to survey 
the lands for the settlers of the new colony, and in union with Austin to issue 
titles to each one in the name of the government, conformably to the decree 
of 18th Feb , 1823. The said Governor, by aa official act, dated the 26th July, 
also gave the name of San Filipe de Aicstin to the town which was to be laid 
off for the capitol of the new colony. 

In August, Austin arrived in the colony in company with the commission- 
er, Baron de Bastrop. The settlement was nearly broken up, in consequence 
of his long detention in Mexico, and emigration had totally ceased. Many of 
the first emigrants had returned, and a number of those who smarted from the 
United States for this settlemeftt had stopped on the Ayesh Bayou, and round 
Kacogdoches, or on the Trinity; and by this means the settlement of those sec- 
tions of country was commenced. Such arrangements were made by the 
commissioner, Bastrop, as were necessary, and he then returned to Bexar to 
fill liis station as a member of the deputation of Texas. 

In 1824, the eommissioner, Bastrop, again returned to the colony, and in 
union with Austin issued the titles to the settlers for the lands which had 
beeii surveyed up to that time; but as the said Bastrop had been elected a 
member of the legislature of the State of Coahuila and Texas, just established, 
he could not remain long enough to complete the surveys and titles for the 
whole of said 300 families, all of whom had by this time emigrated and were 
in the country. He therefore departed for Saltillo, in September, and left a 
part of the titles unfinished, which, together with the other unfinished busi- 
ness of the colony, was completed by the commissioner, Gasper Floris, who 
was specially commissioned for that purpose, by the Lieutenant Governor of 
the State of Coahuila and Texas, Don Victor Blanco, then exercising the du- 
ties of Governor. 

By referring to the 23d article of the law of 4th January, 1823, it will be 
eeen that the lands granted under that law, in virtue of the concession of the 
18th February, of the same year, are subject to the condition of bein^ cultivat- 
ed by the grantee within two years from the date of the title, and the same 
condition is also inserted in ea«h of the titles; which condition being compli- 
ed with, the title is unconditional, clear, absolute and inviolable, as will be 
seen by examining said law, and particularly the 22d article. 

As regards the limits of the old colony, it will be seen by reference to the 
concession of the emperor, of 18th February, 1823, that specific limits were 
not considered necessary, because the colony would be composed of the lands 
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occupied by said 300 families. The rambling disposition of the emigrants, 
dispersed them from the east bank of Labaca, to the east side of San Jacinto, 
and from the sea shore to the upper or San Antonio road, and land was grant- 
ed to them in those limits. All the vacant lands that remained after supply- 
ing the settlers and the empresario with their portions, was of course the 
public land of the nation. This dispersed settlement of the emigrants ren- 
dered the task of locating, protecting, and governing them, much more diffi- 
cult and expensive than it otherwise would have been; and it was only tol- 
erated on the ground, that, if the settlers could sustain themselves from In- 
dian attacks, (and they thought they could,) a scattered settlement, within 
reasonable bounds, would ultimately be of more advantage to the nation than 
if the emigrants had all been huddled together, for it disseminated facilities 
for the establishment of new emigrants hereafter, over an extensive tract of 
country. The good policy of this scattering system is now daily proved; 
cora, pork, <fec., can now be had in every direction, without the trouble of 
distant transportation. It is, however, also attended with inconveniencies 
which hardy enterprize alone would submit to. 

The foregoing narrative, with an examination of the documents referred to, 
will, it is believed, be sufficient to explain to the setlers of the first colony 
how, and under what authority they originally came into this country; the 
delays growing out of the revolutionary state of political affairs, and other 
circumstances, that were beyond the control of Austin, which embarrassed 
the progress of the settlement in its first stages; the exertions made hj him to 
remove those embarrassments, and procure titles for the settlers; and finally 
the nature and validity of these titles. 

As regards the local government of the colony, it will be sufficient to state, 
that Ausin, finding on his return from Mexico that it would be impossible 
for him to attend to the land business of the settlers, and the civil affairs of 
the local governmen, and also to attend in person, to the administration of 
justice, through all its perplexing details, in every small case that might occur; 
continued the two alcalde's districts, into which the settlement had been pre- 
viously divided, by order of the Governor of Texas, Jose Felix Trespala- 
cios, and likewise formed some additional ones, directing that an alcalde or 
justice should be elected by the people in each; he gave these alcaldes juris- 
diction to §200, with an appeal to him, as the judge of the colony, on all sums 
over $25. He also formed a code of provisional regulations, in civil and 
criminal matters, which was approved by the Governor of Texas. The 
colony was governed b}^ said regulations up to the 1st. of February, 1828, 
when the ayuntamiento was established, a constitutional alcalde elected, and 
the provisional government under Austin entirely ceased. He had, however, 
more than a year previous to that time, delegated all the superior judiciafl au- 
thority to a court, which was composed of the seven alcaldes of the colony, 
united in session three times a year, at the capitol of the colony. 

In the month of September, 1824, Mr. Samuel M. Williams was appointed 
by Austin Secretary of the local govermnent of the colony, which appoint- 
ment was approved by the Governor of Texas, and since that time he has dis- 
charged the duties of that office with a degree of fidelity and industry, which, 
justly entitles him to tlie approbation and confidence of the inhabitants of 
tliis settlement. Austin not having the means of paying him a compensation 
equal to his services, he has labored without an adequate salary, and the per- 
quisites which he has received for the last five years would not have sup- 
ported him one. The land and other records of this col(^ny present abun- 
dant evidence of his neatness and accuracy; and the register or record book, 
in which *he land documents and title deeds are recorded, will forever af- 
■ ford proof of the labor, care and precaution that have been devoted for the 
perpetuation of those important documents. It will be remembered that 
this labor, the formation of the register, was gratuitous on the part of Austin, 
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and tlie Secretary Williams. Neither of them have ever received one cent of 
compensation for it. The former considered it necessary for the future secu- 
rity of the settlers, that the records should be placed in such a shape as would 
render them less liable to be lost or defaced than they would be in their 
original state, for agreeably to the mode of issuing the titles, each one was on 
a separate and loose sheet of stamp paper, the original being retained in the 
office as the record, and a certified copy issued to the interested person. It is 
evident that recoi'ds kept in that way would be liable in time to wear out, 
and be totally destroyed, even if they were not misplaced, and lest any diffi-, 
c ulties should arise from this, Austin petitioned the government of th estate 
that an order might be issued from the competent authorit^^, for the transfer 
of all tlie records of the colony that Avere on loose sheets of paper, into a 
large bound register or record book. The said order was accordingly issued, 
prescribing, particularly, the mode of making such transfer, and declaring 
that documents thus transfered should have the same validity in law as 
the originals. The mode of transfer was, that each document should be copied 
into said register, and then compared, word for word, with the original, by 
the commissioner, Gasper Flores, the empresario, Austin, and the alcalde of 
the jurisdiction, all of whom should certify that each document was truly 
copied from the original, and then sign their names with two witnesses. This 
was an immense labor; for, independent of the documents and title deeds, it 
also included the plot of each tract, at the en^ of the title. Austin paid the 
surve3'0r, Seth Ingram, at the rate offiv'e dollars per day, for this part of the 
work. 

It will be seen by an examination of the authority that was vested in Aus- 
tin relative to the local government of the colony, that it was extensive and 
without clearly defined limits, except submission to the Governor of Texas 
and the Commandant General, and that consequently the degree of mor- 
al, as well as personal responsibility, which rested upon him individually ,- 
was co-exteusively great. Had he been furnished wiiih laws and fixed rules 
for a guide, his responsibility would have depended on his observance of, or 
departure from those laws or fixed rules, but placed as he was, a peculiar or 
prejudiced view of his acts, by his superiors, might have involved him in total 
ruin or unmerited disgrace. It will also be seen that no salary or allowance 
whatever was assigned him to defray the expenses of the local government,, 
all which consequently had to be borne by himself, and which in this jurisdic- - 
tion were many, owing to its peculiar situation with respect to the Indians, 
and also for the want of regular soldiers, for expresses, guards, &c., as well 
as many other expences, besides those of the office and the secretary's salary. 
It will also be remembered that Austin contracted with the government to in- 
troduce a certain number of families, for which he was to receive, as a premi- 
um, a certain quantity of land, but he was not bound in*any manner by that 
contract, to take upon himself the labor, responsibility and expense of the lo- 
cal government; and had he refused to have done it, and some other person had 
been appointed for that purpose it would not in any way have interfered 
with his right to premium land. So that it was in fact altogether gratuitous- - 
on his part, so far as depended on his contract with the government, to un- 
*3ertake the labor or not, as he pleased. Wliy then did he accept of so heavy 
and expensive a charge? — He accepted it because it was necessary for the ad- 
vancement of the colony that some one should do so, and no one would have 
accepted it without a compensation; he considered that he was bound by the 
original contracts, which he thought were fairly and publicly made, between 
him and the settlers, previous to the commencement of the colony, as hereto- 
fore stated, to be at all the labor and expence of procuring the titles, and ad- 
vancing tke settlement, so far as it lay in his power, by his individual exer- 
tions, calculating that the settlers would never wish to evade the payment 
stipulated on their parts, when they saw that he had complied, and more than - 
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complied on his; for he promised them lands by hundreds of acres, and thej 
have received it by tliousands; league tracts were granted to them by the 
government in place of the sections promised b}^- Austin. His expectations, 
however, were all disappointed the original contract passed away, and the 
colony was dragged forward amidst pecuniary embarrassments and poYert}^ 
with the fatal weight of internal opposition superadded to its other difficulties. 

Some misunderstanding !ias heretofore existed in regard to the payments on 
land in this colony. For instance, it has been stated by those who knew noth- 
ing of the law, or of the subject, that Austin sold the land to the settlers; that 
he exacted from them what he had no right by law to exact; that he was 
speculating on the settlers, tfec, &c. ITever has" he asked one settler to pay 
him one cent in virtue of the colonization or any other law, except the law of 
mutual good faith, between man and man, in their private and individual 
dealings. He entered into a fair and equitable contract with them, in a pub- 
lic and open manner, in 1821, binding himself to do certain things for their 
benefit, to wit : to receive them in tlie number of the 300 families, which he 
was authorized to introduce, and settle in Texas; a privilege which, at that 
time, was not, and never before had been granted to any other foreigners, 
except individual cases, under peculiar circumstances, and obtained by the 
most powerful patronage, and one which was not, and could not be legally 
granted to any others, except to said 300 families, until after the passin'g of 
the national colonization law of 18th August, 1824, and the state law of 2oth 
March, 1825; up to that time, there was no colonization law, and no authority 
whatever, in any other person to admit emigrants; for the same act of con- 
gress of the 11th April, 1823, which confirmed this privilege to ilustin, closed 
the door as to_ all others, by suspending the law of 4th January, 1823. True 
it is, that emigrants did come in previous to the passing of the law of 18th 
August, 1824, or that of the state law of 1825, who stopped on the Ayesh 
Bayou, round Nacogdoches, and on the Trinity, but they have not yet obtain- 
ed titles, and were liable to be driven oif by the government. Those who will 
take the trouble to inquire, may see that Austin, at an early day, informed the 
government that many of those settlers came into the country in consequelice 
of his publications in the United States, relative to the 300 families, and had 
stopped where they were, owing to his long detention in Mexico, and the con- 
sequent discouraging reports about his settlement, and that, therefore, they 
were innocent of any intention to intrude, illegally, into the country. He 
agreed to procure for said three hundred families titles for a certain quantity 
of land, and deliver them to the settlers at his own cost, he being at all the 
expense and labor of petitioning, translating, surveying, managing "their affairs 
with government, and all other expenses of a necessary and public nature, for 
the advancement of the colony; for all which, they, on their parts, stipulated, 
in the manner before stated, to pay him twelve and a half cents per acre, to 
be paid in instalments, in produce of the country, after receipt of title. His 
great object and ambition were, and always have been, to succeed with the 
enterprize, which he- believed he could not do without the aid of funds. He 
also believed that the above contracts opened the only safe means of raising 
them; and they also presented to him a distant prospect of refunding to him 
the money he had to spend in the outset, before he could call on the settlers 
for any payments; for he had no right to make such call until after the titles 
were delivered; and consequently, all the risk of money, labor and character, 
was run by him alone, until he completed the business. Because, had he 
failed in the enterprise, he would have lost all — the character of a visionary 
or wild speculator would have been given him by many, and some would 
have considered that a failure was a crime, or evidence of a want of industry 
or capacity, which to a certain degree, must have injured his prospects in any 
other business; and to this heavy account was to be superadded the time, ex- 
penses, and sufferings, of his father. Under the faith of those contracts, there- 
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fore, he abandoned all prospects in the United States, some of which were flat- 
tering; undertook the enterprise, and devoted himself to a life of toil, andpriva- 
vatious, in a wilderness. He also made engagements in 1821, wliich, added 
to other pecuniary embarrassments, growing out of this colonization business, 
has kept him too poor even to affordthe means of livine; with that decency 
which would be expected from the head of such an enterprise as this, and 
which, in fact, the respectability of the settlement itself, would seem to re- 
quire; and if what land he has aquired, (and he has but little else,) was 
valued at its present rates, he is now nearly insolvent. Other men, who 
have never had any other trouble than to attend to their private affairs 
and to recieve their titles, have derived more benefit from his labors than he 
has. As regards his selling land to settlers; the idea of an empresario, under 
the colonization law, selUng the land of this nation, is so absurd, that it would 
be an insult to the understanding of those who can read that law, even to 
refute it. There never has been any payments made to him under the origin- 
al contracts, although many offered it; but those contracts were interfered with 
in a manner which rendered it doubtful whether they could have been gen- 
erally enforced, without jeopardizing the principal motive which had stimu- 
lated him to in piersevere the enterprise, which was to settle the country, not 
merely to make a speculation. Had the latter been his object, he certainly 
would have made a totally different use of the extensive powers that were 
placed in his hands, than spending his life in a wilderness, harrassed by 
constant cares and perplexities. He, therefore, would not accept of a com- 
pliance of the original contracts from any one, unless it was also exacted from 
all; thus, those contracts passed away forever, and the payments on the land 
titles were regulated by the Political Chief or Governor of Texas, by a fee bill 
which he published the 20th of May, 1824: those payments were for the com- 
missioner's fees, office fees, stamp paper, surve3ang fees, <fec. A considerable 
number of the settlers have never to this day payed those fees that part of 
them who are too poor have never been called on. The portion of their fees 
which had to be promptly paid before they could have gotten a title, has been 
raised for them by Austin out of other means. He has himself been their 
translator, their agent, and done all their business for them, even in some 
dases to the selecting and locating their lands, and has delivered their deeds 
to them, for all which, he has received from some of them murmurings and 
abuse, It can, however, be truly said, to the honor of the IST orth American 
character, that the murmuring part of the settlers is limited to a very small 
number, and it is to be hoped that what has appeared to be ingratitude even 
in them, has arisen solely from not understanding the subject, rather than 
from disposition. 

It is just to correct another erroneous idea, that at one time prevailed — 
which was, that the fees were paid in money. Money was required from 
those who it was known had it to spare, which was used to make up the cash 
pa3nnents to the government for the stamp paper, commissioner's fees, (fee, and 
thus money was raised for the cash payments, which had to be made on the 
deeds of all those who could not raise it themselves, and by that means, 
and that alone, the poor were provided for as well as the rich; no one was 
turned away, or ever waited for his title because he was poor; and , many 
have received leagues of land, in this colony, who were not worth twenty 
dollars when^ they reached here. This system, however, caused murmurs 
against Austin, on the ground that a distinction was made, and partiality 
shown. They did not reflect that it was the interest of all to get the settle- 
ment under way, and that if poor men had been turned off "because they 
could not pay the fees, the settlement would have been thinned so much, 
that it would have been totally broken^ up. A clamor was raised, and, 
strange as it may now appear some of Ihe poorer class, who were most 
benefited by that system, joined in it. The mass of the settlers who have paid 
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anything, paid it in cows at twenty to twenty-five dollars a head, corn at two 
to three dollars a bushel, &c. &c. ; which property thus recieved has been 
sold for two-thirds less than it was received at, to raise cash, it being necessarj 
to resort to all manner of shifts to raise the means of keeping up the local 
government, and managing along the settlers, so as to j)revent them 
from running headlong, into anarch}^ and confusion. It will be remembered 
that Austin was not supported by the strong arm of government; there never 
was one soldier stationed in the colony; and for the four first years there were 
not fifty in all Texas, nor within five hundred miles of it; that he had not the 
aid of general laws, printed and published in the language of the settlers, by 
which to restrain them, or to guide himself; and that he was not even left to 
the uncontrolled dictates of his own judgement; for, in that particular, he was 
absolutely subjeet to the Commandant G-eneral and Governor of Texas, or to 
the Land Commissioner, who was united with him, all of whom, except the 
last, had seen but little of North Americans, except under unfavorable circum- 
stances, and knew but little of their real character or habits; he had therefore 
to resort to such resources as circumstances would permit. In the absence of 
specific laws there are two modes of governing — one by force, the other by 
reason and mild measures. The latter course, perhaps, was most congenial with 
his disposition, even if the other had been in his power; he adopted it, and has 
been censured by some for following it to the extent he did. His task was 
rather difficult; he was isolated, destitute of funds, and inexperienced; no disin- 
terested advisers could approach him, for it was the interest of each one to 
get.all he could for himself, and he may have committed many errors; he has, 
however, the consolation of having succeeded in the enterprize, a thing which 
no other who has attempted it has done; he has uniformly recieved the ap- 
probation of the government; and within the last two years, has also received 
manifestations of confidence from the settlers themselves, in general; which, to 
him, is the most gratifying testimony tJiat could possibly be offered; for thej^ 
ought to be the best judges of his acts, having witnessed them all, and been 
immediately interested. 

The foregoing remarks relative to the payments on land, and the local gov- 
ernment of the colony, are made, in order to correct some erroneous impres- 
sions that, at one time, prevailed on ihe subject. It is no more than justice 
that the matter should be placed in its true light; and it is equally just that 
the conduct and motives of the settlers should be noticed, lest, from what has 
been said, some should be inclined to censure them, for any such censure would 
be immerited. It will be remembered that these settlers had always been 
accustomed, from their infancy, to see all the laws and orders of government 
printed and published; that none of them understood the Spanish language; 
and that there wel'c no translators but Austin and the Secretary; and, 
consequently, that every thing had to pass tlirough and from them; that 
there was no way of publishing any tiling, except b}^ manuscript copies. 
Also, it was natural, as regards the twelve and a half cents per acre, for the 
settlers to make a gross calculation of the amount, that all the land distribu- 
ted in the colony would come to, and suppose that all that sum was to go 
into the pockets of Austin, "for they made no allowance for a great number "of 
the settlers who would be unable to pay any thing, at least for man}^ 
years, neither did they make an allowance for the incalculable loss on pay- 
ments in produce and propert3^ at double and treble, its cash value; neither 
were they competent to make any calculation at al], as to the amount which 
he had spent and was still compelled to spend, to complete the titles, and 
keep the local goyernmeat in progress and safety; for on the^e subjects they 
had no data, nor any opportunitie's of procuring them. It Avill also be remeni- 
bered, that an opinion prevailed, that Austin's "authority was almost absolute ; 
and that most of the settlers were strangers to him, and to each other, and un- 
informed as to the nature of the government, as it then existed. They under- 
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stood m general terms that it was a republic, but they did not reflect that it was 
an mfant republic, just springing into existence, and that there had not been time 
to lorm the constitution and to complete the organization, and details of all the 
v-arious departments. Added to all this, innumerable embarrassments arose in the 
selecting, surveying and distributing lands, owing to the rambling and unsettled 
disposition ot some ot the emigrants, and to the want of more specific and fixed 
rules on the subject, in the colonization law, and, also, to the envy and jealousies 
which grew out of the extensive powers that were granted to Austin and the com- 
missioner, by the 9th article of the colonization law, and by that part of the de- 
cree of ISth February, 1823, which speaks of an increase of quantity. When all 
these things are duly considered, and also that duty to themselves and families, 
required the settlers to be cautious about incurring pecuniary responsibilities, 
abundant reasons may be discovered why they should think that causes for jeal- 
ousy and complaints, against xlustin, existed; they doubtless thought they were 
right and acted accordingly. 

A candid and impartial review of the whole matter, therefore, leads to the con- 
clusion that the settlers have done their duty, and have been much clearer from 
internal dissensions than could be expected under all the circumstances. They 
have uniformly been unshaken in their fidehty, and ready and willing to discharge 
their obligations as Mexican citizens; they have borne with the most inflexible for- 
titude all the privations to which their situation exposed them, and have contrib- 
uted largely in laying a foundation for the future prosperity of Texas, by com- 
mencing the settlement of its wilderness. The idea, wliich appears to be entertain- 
ed by some persons in the United States, that the early population of Texas is 
composed of fugitives from other countries, is totally incorrect and unjust. It was 
natural to suppose that some fugitives might enter the country, and measures 
were taken at an early day, both by the government and by Austin, so far as his 
authority extended, to shield Texas from'that evil. He expelled several from this 
colony, in 1823-4, under the severest threats of corporal punishment if they return- 
ed, and in one instance he inflicted it. This is mentioned for the sole purpose of 
proving, that there could not have been many of that class here, for Austin had 
no force but the militia, which was composed of the settlers themselves. As re- 
gards the general morality and hospitality of the inhabitants, and the commission 
of crimes, this settlement will bear a favorable comparison with any county in the 
United States, however celebrated for its exemption from such crime. 

If having escaped many perils is to be considered as a presage that fortune has 
taken this new settlement under her protection, there is abundant reason for hop- 
ing, that it will prosper in future. It was undertaken, and has been established, 
by individual enterprize alone, "udthout the aid of strong capitalists, and totally 
unsupported by troops or succors of any kind, from government. In this respect, 
it presents an anomaly, in the history of similar estabhshments. Independent of 
perils from hostile Indians, scarcity of provisions, internal dissensions, and many 
others incident to an infant and wilderness settlement it has seen four gi-eat pol- 
itical changes in the government of this nation, and it has worked its way, in 
peace and safety, through them all. Those changes were from the despotic gov- 
ernment of Spain to the independent government imder the regency, in 1821-22, 
from that to the imperial government, in 1822-23, from that to the republic, under 
the Supreme executive power, in 1823-24, and from that to the federal system 
which now exists. 

The foregoing observations have been exclusively confined to the first, or " old 
colony," afit is frequently called- The colonization laws wliich are generally in 
force at this time will now be noticed, and also the contracts entered into with 
the government, by Austin, under those laws; in order that the emigrants who 
have been settled, or who may wish to settle under said contracts, may fully un- 
derstand the subject, and the nature of their titles. 

In order to give a clear idea of the authority which enacted these laws, the de- 
crees of congre'ss establishing the federal system will be first referred to. 

On the 17'th June, 1823, congress decreed that anew constituent congress, should 
be elected by the people, for the express purpose of adopting the form of govern- 
ment, forming the constitution, and organizing the nation, agreeably to the will 
of the people, which would be fairly expressed by said new congress thus elected 
- for that purpose. The members of the first congress were ineligible to be elected 
•for the second. ^ . , . 

On the 19th of the same month, congress passed a resolution directing the 
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supreme executive power to inform the people that the then existing congress 
were in favor of the federal republican system of government ; but had not for- 
mally adopted that system, and proceeded to form the constitution, because it had 
decreed on the l7th, that a new congress should be elected for that purpose. 

The first congress liDally closed its session on the 30th of October; and the 
second constituent congress, whose members had been elected in virtue of the 
decree of the lYth of June, convened and opened its session on the 5th of No- 
vember. On the 31st of January, 1824, congress decreed the ^'Acta Consiitv/oia 
de la Federadon MexicanaP or act of confederation by which the federal system 
was formally adopted, and the basis and outlines of the government established. The 
federal constitution, however, was not finally sanctioned and promulgated until 
the 4th of October. . ^ ^ ■, ., i 

On the 7th of May, congress decreed that the former provmces of Coahmla and 
Texas should form a State, and proceed immediately to elect its legislature ; but 
that so soon as the latter should be in a situation to form a separate state of it- 
self, the national congress should be informed thereof, for its resolution. 

It will be remembered that the colonization law passed by the imperial govern- 
ment on the 4th of January, 1823, was suspended on the 11th of April, of that 
year, except in Austin's case. On the ISth August, 1824, congress passed the 
general colonization law which is now in force, giving to the states full authority 
to form colonization laws, and to dispose of the vacant lands within their respec- 
tive limits agreeably to the basis and conditions therein established. In virtue of 
this law, the legislature of the State of Coahuila and Texas passed the state coloni- 
zation law which was approved by the Governor and promulgated the 24th March, 
1825, and is now in force. 

In 1824 there was no mail established from Bexar to Nacogdoches passing 
through this place, as at this time, and the law of 18th August was not received 
here until December, previous to that time, and on the 6th November, Austin for- 
warded a petition addressed to the supreme executive power of the nation, asking 
for authority to colonize two or three hundred families more in addition to his 
first colony, and praying that Galveston might be made a port of entry. This 
representation was transmitted to the Governor of the state. Afterwards having 
seen the law of 18th August, and understanding that a state law was discussing 
in the legislature of the state, he forwarded a petition addressed to the Governor 
of the state, on the 4th of February, 1825, repeating in substance what he had said 
in that of the 6th November relative to Galveston, and asking for . permission to 
colonize three hundred families. Having afterwards received information that 
the state colonization law was about to be sanctioned, and ha\Tiig heard nothing of 
his two former petitions, on the 4th of April, 1825, he forwarded a petition asking 
for authority to colonize five hundred families. Before the last petition reached 
him, the Governor had granted his former one, for the additional three hundred 
families, and had transmitted to Austin the contract which he was required to 
sign, and which was to take effect from the day, he, (Austin,) approved and signed 
it, which he did on the 4th June, 1 825. After dispatching from Saltillo sai d con- 
tract for three hundred families, the Governor received Austin's petition of 4th 
April, asking for authority to colonize five hundred families, which was granted 
by him on the 20th May, 1825, and made a part of the before-mentioned contract 
which was thus extended to five hundred, instead of three hundred families. The 
said five hundred families were to be settled on the vacant land remainjjig within 
the limits of liis first colony, which had not been assigned to any other erapressario, 
and which was not within the ten league reserve on the coast. As the limits of 
the first colony were not fixed by specific boundaries, as before stated, Austin pe- 
titioned the governor on the subject, who, on the 7th of March, 1827, added another 
article to the contract for said five hundred families, by which the limits, within 
which they were to be settled, were fixed. The term of six years from the 4th 
June, 1825, the day on which Austin signed it, is fixed for the completion of this 
contract for five hundred families. On the 21st of April, 1826, the government 
commissioned Gaspar Flores, commissioner for issuing titles in said colony, for 
five hundred families. 

On the 20th November, 1827, Austin entered into another contract with the 
government of the State for one hundred families to be settled on the east side of 
the Colorado, above the San Antonio road. Tins contract expires six years from 
its date. 

11 
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On the 6tli June, 1826, Austin petitioned the President for pennission to colo- 
nize the vacant land lying within the ten league reserve on the coast, from Labaca 
to San Jacinto, and on the 22d of April, 1828, the President granted said petition, 
in virtue of which a contract was entered into by Austin with the state govern- 
. ment, to settle three hundred families witMn said ten league reserve, which con- 
tract expires six years from the 29th July, 1828, that being the day on which he 
signed said contract, Austin is also appointed the government commissioner for 
surveying the land and issuing the titles to said three hundred families, within said 
ten league reserve colony. 

(Thus, we see that Mr. Austin has himself given a pretty full and minute ac- 
count of the difficulties with which he had to contend in carrying out his great 
enterprise. We will uow proceed to give a more full history of his colonial aflPairs 
from the time of his father's contract, down to the establishment of the Ayun- 
tamientos, in 1828, which was the period in which all the civil and mihtary au- 
thority of the colony was wielded by himself, and when the whole colony looked 
to him alone as practically their Chief Executive, their Supreme Judge, and almost 
as their Law-giver. To make our condensed history of this period complete, we 
are unavoidably compelled to recapitulate some of the statements in the foregoing 
narrative. ) 

JUDICIAL ORGANIZATION OF AUSTIN'S COLONY. 

In connection with the foregoing interesting account by Mr. Austin, we wH 
now give a brief outhne of the criminal and civil regulations, for the administra-. 
tion of the laws of the Colony, adopted by Mr. Austin, with the approval of the 
Government. All our previous histories of Texas furnish little or no information 
on this subject, and yet the omission of all that concerns the civil pohty of Austia's 
Colony must be considered a radical defect. These regulations for the civil gov- 
ernment of the Colony will strike the reader as admirablyadapted to the condition 
of the country, and show that Mr. Austin possessed the qualifications of a practical 
law-oiver, in an eminent degree. We have been at the trouble of making this 
synopsis, because we think it should constitute a part of Texas history. 
CIVIL REGULATIONS. 

The Alguazil,or Sheriff of the Colony, was appointed by the Supreme Judge, 
( Austin) to serve process and execute decrees issued by himself. He also appointed 
a Constable for each District, to act in the same capacity for the Alcalde. 

The Alcaldes were required to keep dockets or registers of all their official actsj 
which when certified, had to be dehvered to their successors im office. 

Any person having cause of complaint against another, was required to present 
a written petition to the Alcalde of the District, stating the cause fully. Where- 
upon, the Alcalde issued a summons, which, with the petition, was served upon the 
defendant by the Constable. 

The return day was fixed according to distance and other circumstances, at the 
discretion of the Alcalde, allowing a reasonable time. ^ Service had to be made at 
least five days before the return day, adding one more day for every fifteen miles 
of travel. 

The Constable Avas required to read the complaint and summons to the de- 
fendant. 

In case the defendant was absent from the District, the service was made by leav- 
ing a certified copy with some white person at his residence. 

In case the defendant did not appear at the trial, judgment was given against 
him by default, at the discretion of the Alcalde, and then notice of this judgment 
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was served on the defendant, and a time given him to show cause why it should 
not be made final. 

When the parties appeared, it was the duty of the Alcalde, in the first place, to 
try and bring them to an amicable settlement. But if this could not be done, the 
parties were next required to choose one arbitrator each, if the sum in dispute was 
over ten dollars. The arbitrators were required to be men of unexceptionable 
character, and free from any interest. 

A day was then fixed for the arbitration, all the parties and witnesses being du- 
ly summoned. After a full and fair trial, the Alcalde enforced the award of the 
arbitrators, as the final judgment. 

The jurisdiction of the Alcalde extended to all sums under two hundred dollai'S » 
Sums over that amount could only be acted upon by the Judge of the Colony. 

Sums under ten dollars were decided upon by the Alcalde alone, and also on sums 
frorn^ $10 to $25, unless the parties prefered arbitrators. On sums from $25 to 
$200, arbitrators were required. 

The judgment was in all cases required to conform, as nearly as possible, to the 
contract, whether in money or any kind of property. 

Stay of execution was at the discretion of the Alcalde, security bein^ required* 

Appeal to the Judge of the Colony was allowed on sums over |25, two o-ooi. 
securities being required. 

When there was no stay or appeal, an execution was issued returnable in sixty 
days; and in case no property could be found, the Constable was required to take 
the body of the defendant. 

When property was levied on, thirty days notice of sale was given, if it was real 
estate, negroes, <fcc., or ten days notice, if perishable property. 

Incase the body of the defendant was taken, in the absence of property, it was 
then the duty of the Alcalde to examine into his circumstances, and if he was 
satisfied that he had taken no steps to elude payment, fraudulently, he then dis- 
charged him, but if he found he had conveyed away or concealed his property, 
then the Alcalde coiild, at his discretion, hire out the defendant to the highest- 
bidder, until his wages j)aid the debt. 

In case any person apprehended his debtor was about to abscond, or leave the 
colony, taking his property away, so as to cause him to lose his debt, he could get 
an attachment by making oath to that efiect, and have the property and person of 
the debtor seized forthwith, until a judgment and execution could issue. The 
property and person was, however, released, if good appearance bail was syiven. 
The person suing out the attachment, was also required to give an indemnity bond 

In case the' Alcalde had reason to beheve that any security was about to leave 
taking away his property, he was authorized to detain said person and his propertvj 
until further security was given. 

Should any person make oath to an Alcalde, that a person in legal possession of 
property belonging to some one else, was about to remove it, so as to cause the 
owner to lose it, the Alcalde could then compel him to give up such property or 
give security for it. 

Cases wherein the cause of action arose out of the colony, were tried before the 
Judge of the Colony. 

. The Alcalde could, at his discretion, appoint regular days to hold his court 
monthly. 
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FEES. 
The fees prescribed, were as follows : 

Issuing a Criminal Warrant, - - _ _ _ 

'• Forthwith Summons, - - 

^' Subpoena, ------ 

^' Summons, ------- 

'' Judgment, ------ 

Entering Stay of Execution, _ _ _ - _ 

Entering appeal and writing bond, 

Issuing Execution, ------- 

Entering special bail and taking bond, - - - - 

Eecording 100 words, ____-- 

Serving criminal warrant, - - - 

'' forthwith warrant, ------ 

'' summons, _--__- 

Kilcage per mile, going and returning, - - - - 

Selling property and collecting money, 4 per cent, on sums under $200, and 1 

\^er cent, on every $100 over. 
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CEIMINAL REGULATIONS. 

Tlie first five articles under this head related to Indians, who were treated 
in the most kind and considerate manner. In all cases it was enjoined upon 
the officer, or other person apprehending Indians, when behaving improperly 
or committing depredations, not to resort to the use of arms, unless absolutely 
necessary. In case o± bad behavior or ill treatment towards the colonists, 
the Indians were liable to receive, not exceeding 25 lashes, and to be sent un- 
der guard beyond the limits of the settlements, or delivered to the chiefs of 
their nation. Any person guilty of ill treating or abusing any Indian, was 
subject to a penalty of $100, for the first, and $200, for every subsequent of- 
fence. 

In cases of theft, murder, or robbery, any person was authorized to use 
-arms in apprehending the guilt}^ party, and taking him or them before the 
Alcalde. In case the guilty parties should attempt to escape, the nearest mil- 
itia officer or Alcalde was required to raise men and make pursuit; in case of 
i-esistance when overtaken, the pursuers were authorized to fire on them, being 
held responsible, however, for injuring or killing an innocent person. When 
stolen property was thus recovered, the Alcalde, upon proof of ownership, 
delivered it to the proper owners. 

All gambling was strictly prohibited. Any pftrson guilty of this offence, 
was liable to a fine of not less than $20, nor over $200, and every person allow- 
ing gambling in his house, was liable to the same fine. Horse racing was not 
prohibited, as it was considered as having a tendency to improve the breed 
of horses; bets on races, were not, however, recoverable at law. 

Profane swearing and drunkenness were offences finable, not less than one, 
nor more than ten dollars. The habitual drunkard was liable to imprison- 
ment 48 hours. 
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For a man and woman to live together as man and wife; without being 
married, w-as a gross misdemeanor; and the parties, when convicted, were 
liable to a fine, not less than $100, nor more than $500, in addition to being 
condemned to hard labor on the public works. 

Harboring or protecting runaway slaves, was an offence punishable by a 
fine of $500, and damages sufiacient to compensate the owner for the loss of 
the slave's labor. In addition to which, the party convicted was condemned 
to labor on the public works. 

Any person convicted of stealing or enticing away a slave, or inducing him 
to runaway, was fined $1,000 and condemned to hard labor on the public 
works. 

Any slave convicted of stealing, was liable to receive fourteen to one hun- 
dred lashes, the owner being notified to attend his trial, with the privilege of 
saving his slave from the whipping, by paying the costs and then twice the 
amount of the property stolen, the person whose property was stolen, receiv- 
ing one third, two thirds being for the use of the public. 

Ever}'- slave found absent from his owner's premises, without a written per- 
mit, was liable to be taken up, and to receive ten lashes; and should the per- 
son finding him have reason to believe he had run away, it was made his duty 
to deliver him to his master, or the nearest Alcalde, and the owner was requir- 
ed to pay all reasonable expenses. 

A fine of not less than $25, nor more than $100, was imposed on any per- 
son for trading with a slave, without written authorit}' from his owner; and 
should he purchase stolen property from the slave, he was coudenmed to re- 
turn three-fold its value to the owner. 

Any person buying stolen property of any kind, was condemned to pay 
three times its value to the owner, and to labor on the public works. 

Any person guilty of assault, of abusing, maiming, or ill treating another, 
wilfully and maliciously, was fined, not exceeding $100, imprisoned not over 
three months, and required to give security for good behavior. He was also 
liable in a suit for damages to the party injured. 

False and malicious slander was punished by a fine of from $10 to $100, the 
party guilty being liable also in a suit for damages. 

Any person guilty of passing counterfeit money, knowing it to be such, was 
liable to a fine of double the amount, and condemned to labor on the public 
works. 

An Alcalde knowing any person to be guilty of a crime, gross immorality, 
breach of the peace, <fec., was required to bring such person before him, to ' 
summon witnesses, and make a record of the testimony, upon which the ver- 
dict of six disinterested men was required to be rendered, and a transcript of 
the whole was 'then required to be sent u]3 to the Superior Judge for final 
judgment, the prisoner having the privilege also of sending up his written de" 
fen,ce, but to be kept in confinement, or released on bail, according to the de- 
gree of the oftence charged, until final judgment was rendered. 
It was also made the duty of the Alcalde to take up any person of bad char- 



Hosted by CjOOQIC 



166 TEXAS ALMANAC. 



acter, vagrant or fugitive from justice, to examine the evidence for and against 
him, and to send up to the Superior Judge a record of the same, together with 
his own opinion in writing, keeping the prisoner in his custody till final judg- 
meni should be rendered. 

Any person attempting to resist the administration of justice, or prevent 
the execution of legal process, or order, or decree, or abuse an Alcalde, or 
other officer in the discharge of his duty, was liable to a fine, not to exceed 
$50, and imprisonment not longer than one month; besides which, he was 
also liable to criminal prosecution and to be condemned to hard labor. 

In all cases when a person was unable to pay the fine' adjudged against 
kina, he was condemned to labor, until his wages, at the usual rates, should 
amount to the fijie. 

All fines were required to be applied by the xilcalde, under direction of the 
Superior Judge, to the support of schools, or other public purposes. 



CO MPEND.— (Continued. ) 

Resuming our compend, we find ourselves at that juncture when the first dawn- 
5ngs of light and liberty, and civilization, are seen streaming, in broken rays, 
through the dark atmosphere* of despotism, which had hitherto enveloped our 
State. Moses Austin, a native of Connecticut, but long a resident in Missouri, 
had for some time meditated a project for an Anglo-American settlement in Texas. 
He was endued with a stout spirit of enterprise, such as was adapted to his novel 
Tindertaking. In December, 1820, he set out for San Antonio de Bexar, to solicit 
the sanction of the government, and procure a suitable grant of land. On his 
arrival there, at the very threshold, he encountered some dishearteningMifficulties 5 
but principally by the influence of the worthy Baron de Bastrop, he surmouuted 
them, and was enabled to have his memorial transmitted to the Commandant- 
General of the Eastern Internal Provinces, Don Joaquin Arredondo, then residing 
at Monterey. The petition asked permission to introduce three hundred American 
iamilies into Texas. It wa-s accompanied by some warm recommendations from 
the authorities at Bexar. Austin returned before the result of his apphcations 
was known. The petition was granted on the lYth of January, 1S21, and the 
Commandant- General directed Don Erasrao Seguin, of Bexar, to convey to Mr. Aus- 
tin the fact of it.- acceptance. Mr. Austin died shortly after reaching home, leav- 
ing an express injunction to his son, Stephen F. Austin, to cany out his cherished 
project ; and Avell did that son respond to the parental request. 

Considering "the extreme jealousy with which Spain had invariably ruled her 
American po->sessions, \agilantly guardiug against the ingress of foreigners, it is 
. .juite notable that the first permission to colonize North Americans in Texas was 
' granted under the old Spanish regime. But it is accounted for, in part, by the 
fact that Spain herself had recently imbibed some sentiments (transient indeed) of 
freedom. The ancient Cortes, which had been long sunk into desuetude, had been 
lately re-inaugurated, and, to its meliorating influence, must be attributed whatever 
of liberality was found in her colonial policy. 

On the 21st of July, 1821, Steohen F. Austin, accompanied by Senior Seguin 
and seventeen ^:)w.t'6r5, entered the wilderness of Texas to lay the foundation on 
which our present magnificent edifice is constructed. After making a sufiicient 
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exploration of the Colorado, Guadalupe and Brazos rivers, to determine the locality 
of his colony, he returned to New Orleans, and there acquired the aid of J. H. 
Hawkins, who contributed financially to the success of the enterprise. The 
schooner, Lively, was fitted out and freighted with implements of husbandry, seed 
corn, arms and ammunition, and other necessaries for a settlement in a wilderness. 
She sailed for Matagorda Bay with eighteen emigrants on board. She and her 
interesting cargo perished, no one knows where or how. The loss was severely 
felt. Austin returned to his mfant charge, via Natchitoches, and soon after 
reaching the Brazos, he proceeded as far as La Bahia, (Goliad) searching the coast 
for the lost vessel. He finally settled on the Brazos, and here the incipient colony 
commenced its appropriate labors. Austin soon repaired to San Antonio, to re- 
port his progress to the Governor, Don Antonio Martinez, who appears to have 
been friendly to the new enterprise. On reaching there, about the middle of 
March, 1822, he learned, with some regret and vexation, that it was absolutely 
necessary for him to proceed to the City of Mexico, to procure a confirmation of 
his grant from the newly established Supreme authorities. He was ill provided 
for such a journey ; but perseverance was one of his prominent attributes. 

To give a succinct and perspicuous view of the progress of events in revolu- 
tionary Mexico, is quite impossible Change succeeded change so rapidly as to 
blend cause and effect in inextricable confusion. "We have seen the versatile and 
ambitious Iturbide combatting against the patriot party ; he is now about to array 
himself on the side of independence; his pronunciamento^ issued at Iguala, in favor 
of a limited monarchy, with a prince of the House of Bourbon as its Chief, was 
rejected by the royalist Cortes at Mexico, and JField Marshal, Linan, was sent with 
an army against him. This force he defeated, and was now fully committed to 
the languishing cause of independence. It was believed that Apodaca was 
favorable to Iturbide's plan, and the royahsts of the city, suspecting his fidelty to 
their sovereign, the imbecile and unprincipled Ferdinand "VII, imprisoned him 
and placed General Novella on the vice-regal throne. About this period, July, 
1821, Don Juan O'Donoju arrived at Vera Cruz, invested by the Government of 
Spain with the commission of Captain-General and Political Chief of Mexico. 
Ascertaining the complex condition of affairs and the extent of the popular 
defection, he requested an interview with Iturbide, who was now the ruling spirit 
of the country. The meeting was had at Cordova, and resulted in a ti'eaty by 
which the plan of Iguala Avas adopted with some modifications. A temporary 
regency, composed of six persons, of which Iturbide was President, was instituted, 
and also a Junta of five persons, O'Donoju being one of them. This treaty, with 
the organization consequent upon it, w^as rejected by the royal government, and 
Iturbide and Mexico were forced into absolute independence, and to dissever all 
connection with the politically eff'ete family of Bourbon. A general Congress 
was summoned, and met on the 24th of February, 1822. The elements of discord 
pervaded the halls ; three parties contended for supremacy— the Bonrbonites — 
Republicans — and the personal friends of Iturbide. That \\dley and ambitions 
Chief seized the favorable moment, and caused himself to be proclaimed Emperor 
of Mexico by the soldiers and the senseless rabble of tho city, and t^ivas to Angns- 
fein I, rang throughout the metropolis. The Emperor and the Congress soon dis- 
agreed, and as a centralised power is usually triumphant over a diffused one, at the 
outset, he was enabled to dissolve the obnoxious body and institute a Junta of his 
own satellites. The spirit of republicanism was suppressed — not extlngmehed. 
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The standard of revolt was raised at Soto ]a Marina. The Emperor, who knew 
better how to acquire a crown than to wear it, imprudently dismissed his warm 
and active partisan, General Santa Anna, from his command at Vera Cruz. This 
young, but enterprising officer, expressed his disgust by denouncing the usurper, 
and demanding the re-assemblance of the ejected Congress. Generals Victoria 
and Echavarre soon joined him, a.< did Generals Eravo and Guerrero. The 
defection became general, and a pait of the imperial troops displayed the repubh- 
can banner. On the 19th of March, IS 23, the Emperor vacated his unstable 
throne, and was permitted to leave the country with his family. The Congress, 
with great liberaHty, decreed him an annual stipend of 25 ,000 dollars. He re- 
paired to Leghorn, in Italy. A decree of outlawry was passed against him, to 
take effect in the event of his return. Such was his infatuation and lust of power, 
that he did venture to return, in the vain hope of re-instating himself. He landed 
in disguise, at Soto la Marina— was betrayed by his old friend, Don Felipe de 
Garza, and was summarily executed by order of Bernado Gutierres, at Padillo, on 
the 19th of July, 1854. Thus ended the first and only attempt to establish a 
monarchy in Spanish America. 

A triple executive was now constituted, composed of Generals Victoria, Bravo 
and Negrette, to administer the Government until a constituent Congress could be 
assembled. The Congress met in August, 1823, and after a protracted discussion, 
produced the Mexican Federal Constitution of 1824 ; they adopted as their exem- 
plar and guide, the constitution of the United, States, but were incapable of appre- 
ciating, or afraid to incorporate, some of its most valuable principles. The 
Roman GatJwlic Apostolic Religion^ was declared to be national, and the exercise 
of all others prohibited. 

By a decree of this Congress, Texas was incorporated with Coahuila in the con- 
struction of the States, until she should be in a condition to figure as a State by 
herself. This was an onerous and unhappy arrangement for Texas, but, perhaps, 
it was expedient, as she was far from possessing a population to justify a separate 
organization. In obedience to the necessity imposed iiX)on him, Austin left San 
Antonio on the 20th March, 1822, and reached Mexico on the 29th April, ensuing. 
The first Cortes under the empire was in session ; there were other Americans pres- 
ent, petitioning for grants similar to that conferred on Moses Austin, to ^^dt: Gen- 
eral James Willdnson, Hayden Edwards, Eobert Leftwich and Green De Witt ; 
there were also deputies from the Cherokee Indians, who had lately migrated to 
Texas; the 'Eowl,' of some notoriety i^ onr history, Nicolet and Fields. These were 
soliciting a grant in full property, of a large district of country, comprising what 
is now called Cherokee County, and beyond it. Whether they were unable to 
comprehend, or unwilling to accede to the temis of individual colonization, as 
prescribed to Austin, is not certain. It is, however, a most felicitous circumstance 
for Texas that they failed to obtain their wishes. In accordance with a very 
natural jealousy toward stranger Indians, they were postponed and dismissed 
with some indefinite, and perhaps, iUusory promises.-^ 

The formation of a general colonization law was in progress, when the Emperor 
dissolved and dispersed the Congress. The Junta, summoned by himself, passed 

« NoTB.— Mr. Yoakum, our latest historian, is decidedly disingenuous, or mis-informed in 
this matter, as he certainly is in many others, wtiere his friend and prmcipal procurator of 
materials for his Eecond volume, is directly or remotely concerned. 
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a colonization law, wliict received the Imperial sanction on the 4tli of January , 
1823. As it was soon superseded by the law of 1824, its si^ecifications are now of 
little importance. Col. Austin succeeded in obtaining a ratification of the grant 
made to his father, substituting himself as Empressario or contractor, on the 18th 
of February, 1823. When about to return to Texas, he was again frustrated and 
compelled Ui yioid to flrcamstaiicco. The smonldcring Rron of discord bcgaa to 
scintillate, and soon the great cauldron of revolution was boiling furiously. The 
Emperor was deposed — his acts declared null, and a new republican government 
inaugurated, as has been narrated. 

The constituent Congress passed a general colonization law, which was promul- 
gated on the 18th of August, 1824. That law forms the basis of all the Empres- 
eario or Colonial titles to land in Texas. It provided for the enactment of local 
colonization laws by the several States of the Confederacy, conceding to them the 
right to dispose of the vacant domain within their respective limits, subject to the 
prescriptions of the National Law. 

Austin, impatient of delay, had addressed himself to the new Supreme Execu- 
tive power, by which his grant was again confirmed ; and he left the focus of 
revolution to return to his Colony, where he was much needed. At Monterey, he 
had an interview with the Captain-General of the Eastern Internal Provinces, (for 
the federative States were not yet organized,) and sought to obtain from him some 
definite rules for the management of his Colony. Everything in Mexico, relating 
to the social polity, was in a loose and deranged condition. No code of laws was 
furnished him, and none was extant applicable to his peculiar position, save 
the few and brief provisions of the national colonization law. He was, in effect, 
clothed with discretionary powers, executive, legislative and judicial— and subor- 
dinate immediately only to the Captain-General, who was too remote to exercise 
any direct supervision over his acts. He commanded the militia of his own 
settlement, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and was authorized to make 
war with aggressive Indians, and to contract treaties with them. " Soon after his 
amval at home, (if Jwme that may he called, which com prised the whole area of 
his Colony, for he was a bachelor and had no domicile,) he commenced laying off 
a town on the Colorado, a little above the Atasca Sita crossing. He soon discon- 
tinued it, and, in conjunction with the Saron de Bastrop, fixed his colonial capi- 
tal on the Brazos. At the suggestion of the amiable Baron, the new town re- 
ceived the appropriate name of San FeUpe de Austin. 

As soon as the number of settlei-s made it necessary, the Governor, Don 
Luciano Garcia, appointed the Baron de Bastrop. Commissioner for the Colony, 
whose duty it was, in conjunction with the Empressario, to extend to the colonists 
their proper titles to their lands. Among the first immigrants were many single 
men— bachelors, and as the quantum of land assigned to such was but one 
quarter of a league, and as the very term, '^family ^^^ was more consonant with the 
spirit of the enterprise, it soon became a custom for two or more such isolates to 
unite and acquire a full league, as a quasi- family. 

The publication of the treaty of Cordova was considered as decisive of Mexican 
independence, and many of the old citizens of Texas, who had fled from the ever- 
changing and often disastrous events of the revolutionary struggles, now returned 
to their homes. San Antonio, which had been almost abandoned, was replenished 
and was said to contain five thousand souls, including the garrison. Nacog- 
doches also received its fugitive population, and the general aspect of the country 
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was cheering and hopeful. Austin's Colony, though encompassed with tnals and 
privations, was favored with a constant and increasing tide of immigration- 
The Carankawa Indians, a fierce tribe of about 200 warrioi-s, who inhabited the 
Gnlf coast from G-alveston Island to Matagorda Bay, inclusive, caused, the settler* 
mnch trouble and some severe conflicts. They were, like the sons of Anak, mem 
of stature, and used bows which few wliite men were able to string ; and were 
remarkably expert in the use of them withal. But the indomitable spirit of the 
colonists prevailed, and the astonished Indians, seeing their best warriors cut off 
in groups by the fatal rifle, sued for peace. Col. Austin held a talk with them at 
La Bahia, in 1824, when they engaged to remove beyond the limits of his colony, 
to the west side of the San Antonio river, and to abstain from all hostilities. 
That treaty they obsers^ed with a fidelity not common to savages. The tribe is 
mow, almost, if not quite extinct. 

It was .Austin's ardent wish to receive none but persons of good repute ; and it 
maybe s-.aelj alleged, to the great credit of the first three Jmndred, that few others 
were then imposed npon him. Still the settlements were infested with robbers 
and horse thieves, principally from the Sabine.. These, whenever detected and 
fiaught, were summarily and suitably punished. 

The first Legislature of the State of Coahuila and Texas was convened at 
Saltillo; and organi^^ed on the 15th August, 1824, A Governor and Council, 
eansisting of the Vice Governor and four others, were appointed provision- 
ally, while the other incumbents of offices were retained. Owing to the re- 
nioteness of Texas from the seat of government, a new office was created, by 
the style of Chief of the Department of Texas, to be filled by appointment of 
the Governor, and located at Bexar-- (San Antonio.) His functions comprised 
all the executive powers incident to the social compact within the depart- 
ment, being, responsible only to the Governor. His authority was sometimes 
exercised as with a loose rein and Mexican spurs. The first incumbent was 
Don Jose Antonio Saucedo, who was an extreme bigot, and of course inimi- 
cal to the colonization of North Americans. 

The Legislature soon availed itself of the authority conferred upon the 
States by the laws of the Federal Congress of August 18th, 1824, to enact lo- 
cal colonization laws, and passed the law of 24th March, 1825. Both laws, 
iSTationa] and State, are easily accessible — a minnste recital of them would too 
Kivtch enlarge our narrative. 

Several persons had succeeded in procuring Empressario Grants, Among 
the earliest, 'after Austin, were Robert Leftwick, Hayden Edwards, Green De 
Witt, and Martin de Leon, a Mexican. Austin obtained an enlargement of 
his contract, by permission to introduce 400, in addition to his original 30Q 
families, of which he had about this time, a full complement. These, grants 
were made in 1825. 

Mr. Edwards' grant comprised a district of country around, and principally 
north of Nacogdoches. Before he had made any considerable progress in its 
affairs, he unhappily became involved in difiiculties with the authorities of 
the State, which resulted in the abrupt and arbitrary cancellation of his con- 
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tract. Various, and some minute and insignificant causes, led to tliis disrup- 
tion. The territory conceded to him was in part already occupied and 
claimed by Mexicans, some of them of the most unprincipled character. 
These early arrayed themselves against him, and aided by the prestige of na- 
tivity, and by certain recreant Americans in and about Nacogdoches, they in- 
trigued with sufficient effect to excite distrust on the part of the higher pow- 
ers. Jealousy is a potent constituent in the moral constitution of the Spanish 
race, as it is with all men who wear the virtues loosely about them. It has 
experienced no mitigation, but rather increase, among their hybrid descend- 
ants of Mexico. The frequent hindrances and annoyances, v^hich beset Mr. 
' Edwards in his every movement, so exasperated his too excitable tempera- 
ment, that he lost his patience, and protested indignantly against the proceed- 
ings of his Mexican enemies; whieli only served to complicate his difficulties. 
■ It was one of the most odious traits of the whole system of American Coloni- 
zation in Texas, that, in the selection of lands, &c., Mexicans were to have the 
preference. The precept was carried out in all practicable cases. 

Mr. Edwards left Nacogdoches for the United States in the summer of 1826, 
committing the concerns of his colony to his brother, Benj. W. Edwards. 
That gentleman addressed a long and spirited communication to the Govern- 
or, Don Victor Blanco, refuting the complaints against his absent brother, and 
urging a suspension of proceedings until the Empressario could appear in per- 
son and vindicate his acts, which had been grossly misrepresented. The Gov- 
ernor, in his answer, dated 2d October, 1826, pronounced the charges against 
Hayden Edwards to be well attested, and with a sufficiently magisterial air, 
adds: '^ I have decreed the annuhnent of his contract, and his expidsion from the 
territory of the Republic, in discharge of the siqweme orders loith which I am in- 
vested.'' And he further commands B. W, Edwards to evacuate the country 
with his brother. This was a little too much for frail human nature to bear 
with patience. Hayden Edwards had returned to Nacogdoches before this 
arrogant and insulting letter was received; but an advance rumor of its con- 
tents had set all things agog among his Mexican enemies of the vicinage, and 
their no less voracious abettors of the white race. They hoped that all who 
had been friendly to Edwards would *be expelled with him, and their choice 
lands, improvements, and stocks of cattle, would become a spoil to them- 
• selves, always ready to seize it. 

About this period, or soon after, there appeared in the arena, a man of sin- 
gular notoriety, both in the United States and in England. John Dunn Hun- 
ter had, according to his own statements, been captured by Indians, in hk 
early youth, and reared among them, imtil his near approach to manhood. 
About his twentieth year, he joined some fur-traders and went to Missouri^ 
Here he was liberally patronized by John Dunn, whose name he prefer- 
red to the cognomination bestowed upon him by the Indians, in compliment 
to his expertness in hunting. He soon acquired the English language — ^made 
rapid progress in the various departments of knowledge — and travelled ex- 
tensively in the United States and in. England, where he became a lion of more 
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than ordinaiy and novel attractions. The writer knew him in San Felipe de 
Austin, in the summer of 1826, and can cheerfully attest to the apparent ami- 
ableness of his character. He proceeded from thence to the Cherokee settle- 
ments, in the vicinity of Nacogdoches. 

The Edvrardsos and their friends, on receiving the decree of annulment and 
expulsion^ resolved on resistance m et armis. The resolution was hasty, in- 
discreet, and incapable of enforcement. The whole number of American 
families in Texas did not exceed 1000, and these were sparsely scattered over 
a large territory. It was unreasonable to suppose that Austin and his colo- 
nists would commit themselves and aU the fond hopes they were just begin- 
ning to realize, in so utopean and desperate an undertaking. The Edwardses 
succeeded in raising about 200 men. They occupied the old stOne house in 
Nacogdoches. The Cherokees, incensed at the rejection of their application 
for lands, and instinctively hostile to the Americans, were halting between 
two opinions — whether to avenge their lately disappointed cupidity, or to 
wreak their vengeance on the ancient hereditar}' enemies of their tribe. The 
influence of Hunter and of Fields, a half-breed, was thrown into the Edwards 
scale, and they resolved to place the tribal tomahawk there also. A gener- 
al council was held, and after three days consultation, a solemn league be- 
tween the Indians and Edwards party was adopted. By this most injudicious 
compact, it was agreed to divide the territory of Texas between the Indians 
and Americans: the one party to possess the region adjacent to the Gulf, and 
the other, (the Indians) the undefined interior. Desperate enterprises may re- 
quire desperate means, and may even justify the most incongruous associations; 
but such a union, on such a basis, was emphatically the perfection of politi- 
cal stolidity. 

The flag of independent Fredonia was unfurled to the breeze, on the 16th of 
December. 182(3, and doubtless old Jsfortlier, himself, who had so often swept over 
the prairies of Texas, stood aghast, and paused at the cMlling exhibition. Col. 
Martin Parmer, otherwise known as the ring-tailed Panther^ a man of brute 
courage, and little else, was in command of the militia. Col. Ellis P. Bean, a 
Tennessean, who had figured conspicuously in the revolution in Mexico, had 
hastened from the metropolis with a sm&,ll squad of cavalry, (about 35 men,) and 
was advancing upon Nacogdoches, when, learning the force of the insurgents, he 
retreated toward the Trinity. He also had influence with the wayward Cherokees, 
and he promptly set his wires to work. Presently Benjamin W. Edwards was 
elected Colonel Commandant of the Fredonian army. He was a gentleman of 
high character and respectable endowments. Some skirmishing took place be- 
tw^een the few belligerents, advantageous to the Fredonians. Saucedo, the Politi- 
cal Chief of the Department, had set out from Bexar with 200 troops under the 
command of Col. Mateo Ahumada. They took San Felipe in their route, doubt- 
less the more certainly to enlist Austin and his colonists. It was quite inevitable, 
without supposing Austin an infatuated visionary, which he was not, that he 
should promptly unite with Ins lawful Chief in suppressing an insurrection so wild 
and impracticable. Bean had succeeded in gaining the Cherokees, who displayed 
their, new zeal by murdering Hunter and Fields, who, alone, were faithful to the 
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recent treaty. The Indians united their braves with the Mexican troops. The 
combined forces were approaching Nacogdoches, when the few remaining Fredo- 
nians evacuated it and passed the Sabine : and thus this unwise rebellion was 
numbered with the strange things that loere. The peaceable citizens were unmo- 
lested — the country was tranquili^ed — Austin returned to his colony — Ahumada, 
a Mexican of uncommon Avorth, retired to the interior, and Saucedo to his office 
at San Antonio de Bexar. 

At the time of this unhappy outbreak Austin's colony Avas receiving large 
accessions. De Witt's was also making some advances. The late Col. James Kerr, 
of Lavaca, and the celebrated Erasmus, alias Deaf Smith, were among the iirs* 
pioneers to that valuable grant. Leftwich's contract had been disposed of to a 
company in Nashville, Tennessee, and they also were endeavoring its settlement. 
Tinder the management of Col. S. Eobertson. After the revocation of Edwards 
contract, the territory embraced in it, with some other, was divided between 
David G. Burnet, who migrated to Texas in the Spring of 1826, Joseph Yeihlin, 
a resident of the City of Mexico, and Lorenzo de Zavala, whose venerated name 
is as famiUar to us as household words. These gentlemen severally disposed of 
their contracts to a company in New York, executing to them an irrevocable 
power of attorney, by which they transferred and relinquished all their control 
and authority in the several grants. That company, without any participation 
on the part of either Empressario, and contrary to the express advice of Burnet, 
converted their purchase into a Wall street speculation, and flooded the country 
with land-scrip to an enormous amount. The whole scheme of colonization was 
thus perverted and sacrificed to an impatient lust of gain. The Mexican govern- 
ment ratified the transfer, and an agent of the company was established at Nacog- 
doches, but we believe little was done towards the legitimate colonization of either 
grant. Some other concessions were made; one to Col. Milam, the hero of San 
Antonio. But in truth, Stephen F. Austin was the only Empressario who fully 
carried out his contract; and he labored sedulously in doing so. It would be 
unjust to omit mentioning his efficient and accomplished Colonial Secretary, 
Samuel M. Williams. That gentleman had the entire charge of the records, and 
we venture to say there cannot be found so nice, clean, legible and correct a 
volume of manuscript, as that which contains the land titles of Austin's colony 
— the work of his pen. 

The law authorized iijimigrants coming on their own account, to select any 
vacant and unappropriated lands, and hold them without the intervention of an 
Empressario. Such were required to make application to the nearest Ayunta- 
miento. Many availed themselves of this pri\ilege, insomuch that several settle- 
ments were made in sections not included in any colonial contract. 

The Legislature of the State published the Constitution on the 11th of March, 
1827. That instrument contained some anomalies, and a good deal of useless 
verbiage ; but its general features were repubhcan, after the fashion of the country. 
The future legislatures were to consist of twelve deputies, two from Texas and ten 
from Goahuila. The election of deputies was effected by a double process. The 
people in primary assemblies chose eleven electors, if but one deputy was to be 
elected, and twice that number, if the district was entitled to two. These electors 
chose the deputy or deputies, for their district. The same electors voted for other 
electors, who were to proceed to the Capital of the State, to elect representatives 
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to the Federal Congress. " The sarae district electors voted for a Governor, Vice 
Governor and Council." These elections were invariably held on the Sabbath and 
continued the next day. Some may regard this indirect mode of election as anti- 
republican — we think otherwise. Governments must be adapted to the people, in 
order to adapt the people to the government. The people of Mexico were ignorant, 
superstitious and excessively bigotted, and had been reared imder the worst forms 
of despotism. To have given the election to them directly^ would have occasioned 
an infinite series of confusion and broils, of corruption and frauds, trickery and 
demagogueism, the peculiar curse of our own country, which the newly founded 
Eepublic could not long survive. 

Texas continued to prosper, with slight, if any, interruptions for several 
years.* Immigration proceeded rapidly, and diffused its industrious masses 
over a large surface. Towns were laid'off, some of which have continued to 
flourish. The Federal Government was too ioiuch occupied with its own pe- 
culiar and always uneasy concerns, to bestow much attention upon the new, 
and remote colonies. The Indians were generally quiet; the Coshattees and 
Alabamas, off-shoots of the Creeks and Seminoles, seated on the Trinity and 
Feches, had been uniformly inoffensive, and friendly to the Americans. They 
had migrated to Texas near a centur}^ ago, and before our ancestors had come 
in direct conflict with theirs. Thpy had no hereditary enmity to gratify, nor 
any ancestral wrongs to avenge. The Cherokees and their associates, Kicka- 
poos, Shawnees, and a few Delawares, all recent intruders from the North, 
were restless and discontented, but made no serious demonstrations of hostili- 
ty, until the disturbances, which, eventuated, in the revolution of 1836, broke 
upon the general tranquility. They then gave some unmistakable signs of 
hostility to the colonists, b}^ acts of depredation and murder. The Com an- 
ches, a large tribe of about 2500 warriors, and of wild Arabian habits, roam- 
ed throughout the head waters of our rivers, from the Eio Grande to Red 
River; they were too remote from the new settlements to give much annoy- 
ance, but made frequent forays upon the Mexicans of the Rio Grande, and 
westward, in pursuit of horses and mules, their principal incentive to war. — 
Such spoils were not found in any abundance among the colonists. The Wa- 
coes and Towakanies, domiciled on the Brazos, and numbering together, (for 
they are kindred bands,) about 250 warriors, occasionally stole horses fi^om 
the vieinit}^ of Gonzales. They were pursued and chastised by a party under 
the command of Col. Abner Kuykendall, one of the primitive 300. The La- 
pans, of about 250 warriors, ranged from the Rio Grande to the Colorado; they 
sometimes warred with the Comauches, and were decidedly superior to them 
in military prowess, but inferior in numbers. The Tonkawas, 160 warriors, 
roamed up and down the Colorado, diverging to the right and left, as con- 
venience suggested. They were never positively hostile, but much addicted 
to thieving. They have considerably diminished in n umbers, as indeed have 
all.the tribes, especially the minor ones. The following are tribal names that 
existed some 30 years ago, but are now nearly extinct: Bidies, living on the 
Trinity, blended with Coshatees — Baluxies, descended from the Pascagoulas of 
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Florida, once a strong tribe — lived on the Anchaline. Ay-ish, lived on the 
Ay-ish bayou, by some spelled Aes, nearly gone. Texas, lived on the NecheSj, 
San Pedros, Nabadachoes, ifacadoehetes, Anadaquas, were small subdivisions, 
of the Texas tribe, and living near them. These cultivated the ground in 
small parcels, and eked out a scanty subsistence, by hunting; they were too 
feeble to make any figure in war, but expert in pilfering. All these, and others 
of the aboriginal nations, will soon be, like the ancient tribes of Canaan^ 
known only by the memorials of those who have supplanted them. 

TheKitchies, a small band of some 60 families, located on the tributaries of 
the Trinity, were a peculiar race their language differed radically from all 
others known in Texas. The Comanches held them in singular abhorrence, 
believing them to possess and to exercise the mystic and mischevious powei'S 
of witchcraft. We have heard nothing of this little baud for many years; — 
they have probably disappeared. The Caddoes migrated from Louisiana, 
some twenty odd j^ears ago; they claim kindred with the Wacoes, and near]}^ 
all the small tribes above enumerated. They ma}'- be estimated at 200 fami- 
lies; are reported to be good warriors; have generally been peaceable: rtiside- 
on the head waters of the Sabine and the lakes of Red River. 

"We have now arrived at the period (182'7-8) assigned to our present eom- 
pend, ard will dismiss the narrative. About this time, small clouds, the 
bigness of a man's hand, appeared, heaving up from the political horizon of 
Mexico, and portending changes which time alone could comprehend or de- 
velop. Santa Anna was continually rising in eminence and authority. He 
was ambitious, talented, and free from any obstructions of conscience. Tiie 
populace, like the masses of all peoples born and nurtured under the debas- 
ing influences of despotism, were incapable of appreciating a rational, repub- 
lican, law-restrained liberty, and ready at every fanciful incentive, to run in- 
to a maddened licentiousness, the direct highway to tyranny. The little por- 
tentous clouds graduall}' expanded and gathered blackness, until the year 
1835, when the storm broke violently upon the confederacy ; and Texas, reso- 
lute to resist the imposition of a military despotism, was driven to her final 
and well consummated Declaration of Independence, in 1836. 



, TEXAS— TEXIAM— TEXAN. 

[Extract from an old manuscript, (not published,) "A Review of Kennedy's History of Texas:"3 

The first specific objection we shall allege to his excellent work, is founded ■ on 
the mode by wliich he prefers to convert bur country's appellation into its personal 
term. He says, in a note to volume 1, page 217 : — "' Texas and Texan are the cor- 
rect English appellations of the land and its inhabitants." 

It is an indubitable fact that the inhabitants of Texas, literate and illiterate, 
have almost universally adopted the term Texian to define their poll deal individ- 
uality , and we are not apprised of any rule of language that is violated in doing 
so. Words are but arbitrary signs at best; and, although lexicographers and 
grammarians have certain established rules for the construction of them in thoir 
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several modifications, there is scarcely a single rule wliich does not leave room fot 
and recognize some exceptions. "We believe, however, there is no fixed rule gov- 
erning the conversion and termination of names of places into their xjersonal ap- 
pellations. If there is, writers of the most approved character and nations, 
ancient and modern, have corrupted it in many instances. 

Texas ends in as ; we cannot on the instant, recollect any country or place 
whose name has the same termination. Paris ends in is^ and we sayPariseWt; 
Tunis has a hke terminus, and we say llMmsian. Examples in cases most analo- 
gous are in our favor ; hut nothing can be more fanciful and without rule, than 
the various modes of effecting such verbal conversions. For Greece, we say 
Gh'ecian^ or Greek ; for Persia, Per-smTi ; Eome, Eoman ; England, English ; 
Britain, Briton ; Scotland, Scot, or Scotchman; France, French; Spain, Spaniard; 
Turkey, Turk, or Turcoman; Russia, Euss, or 'Rxxssian ^ America, American; 
China, Chinese, &c., &c., with incessant variations. We, therefore, conclude 
there can be no imperative law of language adverse to the term Texian^ which we 
have almost universally adopted, and which is fully incorporate into our public 
documents. We believe every man has originally the right to determine the 
orthography, and, if you please, \A-\q 7'Jiytlim of his own proper name; and cer- 
tainly communittes are equally privileged. We fancy that Tesiian^ the i pro- 
nounced e soft, according to the vernacular tongue of our late step-dame, has 
more of euphony, and is better adapted to the convenience of poets who shall 
hereafter celebrate our deeds in sonorous strains, than the harsh, abrupt, ungainly 
appellation, Texan — impossible in rhyme to anything but the merest doggerel ; 
and we are sure the accomplished author of Fitful Fanci-es will not insist on a 
term which even his genius would find it difficult to compose to the metrical har- 
mony of an epic. 
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POST OFFICES m TEXAS, f 1^^ 



POST OFFICES IN TEXAS. 

[As f\iriil8hed by the Postmaster of Galveston, wilh corrections to December Isfc, 1857.] 

DOMESTIC OR INLAND POSTAGE. 
In the United States the emallest letter postage is for | ouDce, which is 3 cents 
aDY where within the limits of the United States, except tbe State of California 
an'd the Territories of Oregon and Washington, where the smallest postage js 10 
cents, and pre-pa^ment is, in all cases, required. A letter weighing the smallest 
fraction over ^ ounce is charged double postage, or the same as for an ounce, 
and tbe smallest fraction over an ounce is charged anoiher single postage, or the 
same as for 1^ ounce, and so on. Newspaper postage is 1 cent each, and pamph- 
lets &c. are cbaiged 1 cent per ounce Jor all places within the United States, 
and'pre payment is required in all cases, except on newspapers sent from the 
publishing office to regular subscribers, who pay at the office of delivery. 



■Opfioes, 



Counties. Offices. Counties. OrFiCES. Oounties. 



Ataa - Eyfik Blossonr) Prairie,.. Lamar Centre ............Busk 

Almond Gruve.... Red K]ver...Blue Hill WiUiam^ocCentreviUeo l^^^T' 

Alta Springs Limes-tune,..' luc B.^ncii lurl-sui. ....Cfambereia Liberty 

, Alto...... Cherokee.... Blue Blufl McLennan. .CbaDibersYille. 

Alton Denton Blnff Springs Travis Cbarco............GGlJa<l 

Alley 'h Millb Cass ....Bluffion Chamber's Ci.eek.Kll]^ 

Alwn Creek. Bastroi) Boerneo Keir Chance's Prairie.. BurleBOU ,.., 

Alvarado J()hurton....Bonhamo FanDin Cbr.i loeton.. HopMnB...... 

Algvma San raiTicio.Boniio Guadalupe... Choppel Hill ;\Jashine:ton. 

Aiiadarco Kusk Boonviile« Brazos .< heiey Uppnnr....... 

Anaqua VJctoiia Boston » Bo^^ie Cberino hacogdoches 

Arainiac Lilierty Bou)d Springs JVJcLcnnan.. Cincinnati ..... ....walker.,.,... 

Andeison Grimes Bo:x Creeii Cbor'.kec....Ciicieville \\ilhamBon., 

Antioch Lavaoa Brasos St. Jago ...Cameron Clajp's Creek Leon 

Angelina Angelina., ..Brazos Eottcm.. ..Burleson Clarksvilieo „..,.. Ked hiv&r.., 

Aranpas Kelligio. ,.. ..Brazoria^ Brazoria Clayton ..Graveon 

Arnold Au lin Brackett Kinney Clear fork... CaldweU-..^, 

Ash Spnngti. Banison Brenham<^ A^'a^hmgtun. Clear Creek Denton. ...i. 

AsbU.n'B Blight Star Bcpkns.... .Clinton pe^.itt ..".,.. 

Asbville Parkei budge Poit Tiibiiy Coit^n.. ....Smith 

Athens-c Henderton. .f K.'tsnsboro' Bendertun..Cold Spnugb :f,^\S*^-*' * 

Auetino Travis Bro-«'neTille«' Cameron Colita .....l^olk. 

Avant Freestone..., Bii ad Oak Ki-ufman.. ..College Mound.. ..Kauftnan.... 

Bagdad Williamson.. Bryant's Station.. Milam Columbia.. Brazona 

BundtraCity Buiidna Buchanan.... ....Jul nsun Columbus© Colorado .... 

Barren llidye Van Zandt ..Buekhorn Poin(...Ausiii. CuJeville..........Orayeon 

Barton Andc- j son.... Buck i Breck Dallas Comanche Peak... Job neon...., 

BarrovK ale GuMdalupe...Butna Vista Shelby Concord Harrison.... 

Bason Springs ....Grayson Bufialo Herdn son. ..Concrete ....pev^itt. 

Bastropo Bastr. p Bu i bush Van Zandt..Cm-8vile .Liroeeione .. 

Bean Creek Hunt Bunker Bill Busk Coffeeville Upshur 

Bear Creek Sabine Bui^kevilleo 2s^e\vton < opperHill Barker 

Bearsden Lavaca Burleson Lampasas.... Copano Bftu. lo 

Beaumont'^ Jellerscn ....Burneto Burnet Corpus Christi®...mieceB 

Beaver Anderson..., Butler Freestone ...Coi-sicana^ Navarro..... 

Bedi Grimes Cald\\ell«' Burleson Coia Curnanche... 

Belle vieu Kubk Caledonia Bubk Corn Hill Wilhamson.. 

Bellvillec Austin Calhoun .,...Busk... Gotland ^^ev,'tun 

Belmont, Goazales ....Calilia)!' H( u^ioi-i Cotton Giu Freestone.... 

telone Austin Callovay.. Cpsbur Cotton Plant Busk 

Beitun- Lell C»meron« Mijam Cook^Feiiy Austin....... 

Belzura Smith "..Cambricfge Busk ....Courtlimd Cass 

,B<"gi;:c)t ...; ^(.■\vIOll C:.n;den Bn^k -.Covington Hill 

Bendy '6 Landnig. Tyler Cam onvii.t Cumaj.... ...,G)a^vfo)d^viJk ..... .- 

Ben Franklin Lemur,.,,... Ci^nev MaiagoKia...Cu am Level BmIo i , 

Bethany Paiola Canton^ Vai Zm di.,.C)(^ci nt Va!!e\ ..Kefugio 

Bethel..... Anderson. ...Caney Bead Tyler Crimea Hill 

Btrrieii Smith (ainK.nville Bias Ciocki ti*- ....HouKon....* 

BeuLoij .....Harrison ....Cairizo \Ve\ib ........ Cuero"^ DeVVitt , 

Beveli.oil Ja^j ei .. .....Cai thagt;^.........lanola < i ni.n i_bi.n,'tv — Battiep ..... 

Big Crt-ek Ful Bcno. ..Carolina Fall? CnsirCia Case 

Big Do'.lai Wood Ca^lrovilk'- W((lii,ii < jp tb; City Harris 

Big Hill (-Jonzit.tt- Ct'se's Mills Travis Cv],r< h8 Qc ]•....... Harrison 

B)mim'!.Cicek.... Tyler Cat hr)ngs Austin i aJiatO Dallas 

BiloMJ ^e^\ ton Cfdai Pork Kauln.an L.ai.gt)i.fcid.......'l ilus- 

BivdviUcO Tarrant Cedar Baytu Liberty Lanville ....Montgonicry 



Black Hill K;\xi\uxn ....Cedar Cixk Ba^trU' th-yu i Polk. 

Black Jack Gune. Hopkins Cedar Gfove Kauin an ....Hccamr Vi)-e,.. 

Black Oak HtitkiUb CcciarHill Lallas Hi i j Citik Fallb .. 

JBlack Jack fcprgbFuyetta Cedar SpnLgt....Lcon He Kalb ....Bowie . 
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Ofticeb. 



Counties. 



OinoEB. 



Counties. 



OmoEs. 



COUNTEEg. 



g?^*??i;- L^J'^PJH' '9i''^'^'^^ Johnson ....Lancaster... 

jjMarns Medina G^rant's Bluff. Jasner T,arpdn« 

Dlianis.. Medina.. G-reenvillP TTiivi+ •..•ijareao'' 

.Greenwade'8 MillHill Lexington., 

•^rimesYiUe Grimes LewisviUe.. 

.Gulf Prairie ......Brazoria ... .Liberty o Liberty...'.. 

.GumSprmg. Smith Liberty HiU WiUiamson.. 



Dresden Navarro... 

Dripping Springs.Hay 8 

Dimcan'B Woed... Orange.. 

Duck Creek Dallas 

Eagle Lake Colorado 

Eagle Pass" Kinney... 

Earpville Upshur, 



...Dallas 

...Webb 

...Cherokeee .. 

...Llano 

...Leon 

...Burleson..,., 
.Denton. . 



.Hackberry Grove.Grayson Licke Fannin . 

.Hallettsville Lavaca Linden^ Cass 

Hairs Bluff. Houston Liueville Panola. , 



iSi^^ v?J^''&t-A;-g'H; ¥^yet.ie Linflat Nacogdochei 

Edf^nVi^ P?^£^°'^^-§''^^^f^'' P*^!^ Llnwood Cherokee.... 

E^nt SSwJ^''-"-i''"^^?'^ ^^^^ Zandt. .Little Elm Denton 

W&i AS!?I?c'^n''*'*-i''°''^''°^-:£T*-V, ^H^^^ Live Oak DeWitt 

ElmCr^^k Anderson.... Harmony Hill Rusk Liverpool Brazoria .... 

ElPa«nS Sffc-;- Harrington Angelina.... Livlngstono Polk 

EiwS?do mJ-^'^^ Harrlsburg Hams Lockhart^ ....Caldwell 

FivL^n TP^«iVf;-'-*^^^^-^'=*° Hartville Austin Locust Sh-..de Dallas 

Fte^^^^^^^"--?^^^^??^----5*7^^^^ J^allas Lone Star Titus 

^So\S^ •rfS^i!?^^*---^^^^^^. -v Karnes Long Point Washington. 

S°.^ino Uvalde Hempstead Austin London Rusk 

ff,Si:; i^^P?^ Henderson « Rusk Lynchburg .......Harris 

S^ft^ Kaufman ....HendersonviUe... Anderson... Lyons Fayette 

^,?x73 Limestone.. Henry ville Madisonville^ Madison .... 

pSSiT QtVtV^*^ Robertson. . .Hesterville. DeWitt Madison^ Orange 

F^iJfllvf'^*'^'^^ -nC"--; ..Hickory Hill Cass Magnolia Anderson.... 

^SSfAnT,-; Freestone.... Highland Collin Magnolia Springs.Jasper 

i-w^i'l"^* ^^^^^^ Hilliard's Shelby Mahikoff.... Henderson.. 

SfjJi^-y.- u'-S^?^^^^ BillsDoro Hill.... Manchac Hays 

I^^^!^^M?^^^^-2^H^^ Hickory Grove ...Smith Maple Springs.... Red River... 

Farmersvile Collni Hockley Austin Marionof. ....Angelina.... 

iayetteviUe Fayette Hodge's Bend ....Fort Bend ..Marlin« Falls 

*6urguson Grayson Hodge's Mills..... Comal Marlow's Mills.... Anderson ... 

piSSkoI^' n^r • v;a¥®2^^^^^^- Hog: Eye Bastrop Marshall Harrison .... 

Flmtham Tan Y'dRed River... Holly Springs ....Wood Mari Ann 

riora.. Smith Honey Grove Fannin Matagorda^ .Matagorda... 

Flowerdale |Veestone.... Hooker's Hunt Mayesville Bexar 

Morence. Williamson.. HopeweU Upshur McGofflnsville El Paso 

Forrest Home Cass HopkinsviUe Gonzales ....McGee's Liberty 

Fort Graham Hill Hope Lavaca. McGonogiU'a MillLavaca 

Fort Worth... ...Tarrant. Horn Hill McKinney« .Collin 

tort Belknap<>.... Young Hornsby Travis McMillan's Panola 

|,^rtlnge. Uvalde Hortensyille Karnes Melrose Nacogdoches 

^ort Llark Bexar..... ...Houseville Harris Monk's Prairie Montgom'y.. 

rort Lancaster.... Bexar Houston* .Harris Meridian^ Bosque 

Fort Davis Bexar Rowles Wise Merrilltown Travis 

Fort Gates Coryell Howard Bell Meyerville DeWitt 

l^ortDuran Angelina.,.. Huntsville « Walker Midwav Madison 

^ort Duncan Kinney Independence.,.. Washington.Middletown Goliad 

I,^^!'?J^^^ El Paso Indian Grove Grayson Milam'^^ Sabine 

Fort Mcintosh.,.. Webb Indianola ....Calhoun Milford Ellis 

:^our Mile Prairie. Van Zandt.. Indus try Austin Millbein Austin 

Fredericksburg... Gillespie loni Anderson.... Mill Creek Bowie 

Fredonia Rusk .iron Mountain Rusk Millican's .Brazos 

freedom Harrison ....Jacksonville Cherokee.... MiUville Rusk 

Frelsburg Colorado ....Jamestown Smith Millwood Collin 

friendship Harrison . . . . Jasper^:' Jasper Minden Rusk 

Gamsville , . .Cooke Jefferson Cass Mission Yailey . , . .Victoria 

Gallatia Harrison . . . .Jena Falls Mitchell's Walker 

Galveston Galveston.. . .Johns' Liberty Monterey Red River.. . . 

Garden Valley.. ..Smith Johnson's StationTarrant Montgomery* Montgom'y.. 

Garcita Victoria Jonesville Harrison ....Mouticellu Titus 

Gatesvillp Coryell Jordan's Salines ..Van Zandt.. Moore's Bowie 

Gay Hill Washington.Kautlmau Kauffman ... Morales de LavacaJackson 

vGeorgeto wn VVilliamson, . Keechi - Freestone -, . Mormon Mills Burnet 

gilbert McLennan... Kemp Kauffman.. . . Moscow Polk 

Gilmer Upshur Kentucky Town... Grayson Moulton Gonzales .... 

Giliiland Creek. ..Travis K rrsville Kerr Mount Carmel.... Smith 

Gildsljoro' Titus ..Kickapoo Anderson.... Mount Entei-prise.Rusk 

Gold Hill Hopkins Kidd's Mills Leon Mount Petria DeWitt 

G-oliad Goliad Kinlock Panola Mount Pleasant*. .Titus 

Golden Vale. Panola Kinuey's Creek. ..Austin Mount Vernon Limestone... 

Gonzales ...Gonzales Kiomatia Red Ktver. ..Mount Comfort . ..Oh-rokee — 

Goshen.... Walker Knoxville Cherokee Mound Prairie Anderson.... 

Gouldsboro Ti tus Laf .t y »• tte Dallas Murl Springs Denton 

Glade Springs ....Harrison Lagrange Fayette ..Mulberry Grove... Grayson 

Graham's Mills . . . Shelby Lake i rinity MuUoy's Robertson. .. 

Grand Bluff. Panola Lake Creek Lamar Murvall Rusk, 

Grand Can e Liberty Lamar Refugio Muskeet Navarro 

Gray Rock Titus L ampasas--' Lampasas — Mustang Lavaca 
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Myrtle Springs.... Bowie Prairie Home Navarro Sisfcerdale S^,™*^ 

Naches Houston Price's Creek DeWltt .Smithfleld Polk 

Nacogdoches'' ....NacogdochesPreston Wharton ....Smithland Cass.... ...« 

Nashville .Milam Prospect Burleson Sour Springs GonzaleB .... 

Navarro Leon prosperity Falls Sprio gfleld Limestone . . 

Navasoto Grimes providence Hill. . .Tyler Spring Hill Navarro 

New Braunfelso ..Comal pulaski, .'...Panola Starrville Smith. 

New Danville .... Rusk Quihi Medina Station Creek. . . . .Coryell 

Newburg Parker Quintana Brazoria Steel's Creek.. . J . .Limestone .. 

Newport Walker Quitman^ Wood Stephensville Erath 

New Salem, Rusk Rainey's Creek... Coryell Still Creek Anderson ... 

NewtonO Newton Rancho Gonzales String Prairie — Burleson .... 

New Ulm Austin Red Oak Ellis Sugar Hill.. .......Panola 

North Sulphur ....Fannin Red Rock Upshur Sulphur Blufl'. Hopkins .... 

Nuecestown Nueces Red Springs Sulphur Springs.. . Cherokee. . .. 

Oak Grove Titus Red Top Harrison . . . .Summer Grove.. . . Smith 

Oakland Lavaca Reed's SetilementPanola Sumpter*^ Trinity ...... 

Oak Point Reedyville Hidalgo .Sutherland Spr'gsBexar 

Oakville Live Oak.... Refugio « Refugio Swartwout Polk 

Oat Meal Burnet Retina Hopkins Sweet Home Lavaca 

Odessa Wise Retreat Grimes Sweet Water Dallas 

Ogsburn. Smith Richland Crossi'gNavarro Tallahassee Colorado .... 

Omega Upshur Richmond** Fort Bend.... Tarkington's Pr'eLiherty 

Olympus Smith Rimggold Leon Tarrant* Hopkms., .... 

Orchard Guadalupe. ,. Rio Grande Oity^. Starr Taylorsviile^ Wise 

Orizaba Fayette Roadville Anderson.... Taos Navarro 

Owensville"^ Robertson... Robertson Hill Tehuacana Spr' gsLimestone .. 

Palestine^ Anderson Robins' Ferry Houston Telico Ellis 

Pallace Hill Dallas Robbinsville...... Red River.... Telegraph Mills ..Houston 

Palo Alto Gonzales Rock Hill Collin Tennessee ColonyAnderson.... 

Pamplin's Creek... Tyler Rocky Mills Lavaca Texana'^ Jackson 

Panamaria Karnes Rockwall Kaufman Timber Creek Hunt 

Parker's Bluff. Navarro Roma Starr TownBluft... Tyler 

Parkersville Anderson ...Rose Hill Harris Travis^ Austin 

Paulineville Tyler Roseland OoUin Trinidad Kaufman.... 

Paris* Lamar Round Top Fayette Triar Bexar 

Peachtree Village.Tyler Round Prairie Lamar Troupe Smith.., 

Peach Creek Gonzales Round Rock Williamson.. Troutman Cherokee.... 

Pecan Grove Gonzales Round Mountain. .Hays Troy Freestone ... 

Peoria Hill Ru8k« Cherokee..., Trueb's Store Shelby 

Personville Limestone ..Rutersville Fayette Tyler^ Smith 

Perry McLennan ..Rutherford Parker Twin Sisters Comal 

Perryville Bastrop Sabine City Jefferson ....Union Bridge Titus 

Peru DeWitt Sabine Town Sabine Union Hill Washington. 

Petersburg Lavaca Sabinal Uvalde Union vilie Cass ....i.... 

Pierpont Place.. . .DeWitt .... . .Salado Bell Uvalde<? Uvalde 

Pilot Grpve Grayson Salem Newton Valley Guadalupe... 

Pilot Point Denton Saluria Calhoun Veal's Station ....Parker 

Pine Bluff. Red River. , .Salt Stream Gonzales . . ..Village Creek . . . .Jefferson .... 

Pine Hill Rusk San Antonio» Bexar Victoria o Victoria..... 

Pine Island Jefferson ....San Andres Milam Vine Grove Washington. 

Pinetown Cherokee.... San Augustine'5..,S. Augustine Waco ViUageO.... McLennan .. 

Pinetree Upshur San Bernard Colorado ....Walling's Ferry. .Rusk 

Piney Grove Gouzales San Cosma Rusk Walnut Hill Panola 

Pmey Point Trinity San Felipe Austin Wardville Johnson...,. 

PineGrove Austin San Elizario El Paso Warren Fannin 

T^R \r^ Fayette San Gabriel Williamson .Warsaw Prairie ..Kaufman 

rittsbui-g Upshur San Marcos^ Hays Washington « ....Washington. 

riano...... Collin San Patricio^ San Patricio. Waverly Walker 

Plantersville Grimes San Pedro Houston Waxahachie© ....Ellis 

Pleasant HiU Hopkins San Saha-^ San Saba ....Weatherford« ....Parker....... 

Pleasant Run Dallas Sand Hill Rusk Webberyille ......Travis 

Pleasant Valley.. . Palo Pinto.. . . Sand Springs Wood Weiss B'ufl Jasper 

rientiLude Upshur Sand Fly Bastrop West Liberty Liberty 

^lum Creek Caldwell Sandy Bastrop West Point Freestone... 

Pluna Grove Payette Sandy Fork Gonzales ....Weston Collin 

roint Isabel Cameron Sandy Point, .Brazoria Wharton'- Wharton .... 

Point Monterey... Cass Savannah R^d River... Wbeelock Robertson... 

Point Pleasant.... Upshur Scyene Dallas White Cottage... Shelby ...... 

Pond Spnngs Williamson, .Sebustopol Karnes White aak Hopkins 

Porter 8 Praji'ie... Burleson Seguin^ Gnadalupe ,. White Rock ......Hill 

4°r^^;i, 8 Bl^ff- Navarro .Selma..... Bexar Willow Springs. ..Milam 

port Caddo Harrison ....Sempronious Austin Wilton Ellis 

Port Lavaca. .^....Calhoun Seven League?.... Smith Wilmington Robertson... 

Port Sullivan...... Ml lam Seven Oaks Galveston ...Winnsboro, Wood 

post Oak laaud... Wlliamson.. Shannon's PrairieMontgom'y .Woods' Panola 

Post Oak Bexar Shady Grove Houston .....Woodland Hopkins 

Powellton Harrison ....Sharon Panola Woodville Tyler 

Prairie Creek Dallas Shrlby Austin Woodboro' ........Grayson. ... 

Prairie Cottage. . .C<>lora<io Shelby villec- Shelbv Wuodport Lavaca. .. 

Prairie Lea Caldwell Sherman Grayson Young's Setilem't Bastrop 

Prairie Mount Lamar Shiloh Hunt Yoleta % El Paso 

Prairie Plains. ....Grime? Shock ey's Prairie. Luaiar Yorktown DeWitt' ' "* 

PrainevUle Kaufman Skul Creek Colorado ....Zavalla Jasper '*'*** 

P^'^'^ig Houaton Silver Springs Liinestonb' . .Zoar Gonzales '.'.'.', 

•^County Seats. """ ' ' ~—-' 
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FOREIGN POSTAGE. 

Foreign postage is subject to the regulations of foreif^n s:overnments, and 
is diflerent with different governments, and varies by diffei^ent maik, even to 
the same countries. As a general rule, the hi&,he3t rate of postage secures 
the saiest and quickest convejauce. The French government have fixed the 
lowest rate*of letter postage for J: ounce, but as the French mail is seldom 
used, w^e have omitted its rates. The smallest letter postae:e of other gov- 
ernments is for -.^ ounce, the same as in the United States, and the rates given 
in the table below are for letteis not exceeding that weight. Any excess 
over i ounce doubles the postage, and any excess over 1 ounce is charged ag 
for an additional ounce, making four single rates, and so on, each fractional 
excess over even ounces \i<diirg the same as an additional ounce. It is impor- 
tant to bear in mind, that in all cases where pre-payment is optional, the en- 
tire postage, or none, should be paid, for part payment is never accounted 
any thing, as the person who receives the letter, paper, &c., has to pay the 
whole postage, even if only one cent remains unpaid. All part payments 
are therefore so much money lost to the sender, and large amounts are thus 
annually lost from not observing this rule. The table below gives the rates 
of postage by the different mails to all the countries with which we have 
mail eommunication. The sender of a letter may choose his own mail, and 
pay the postage accordingly. Wherever the dagger [f] is used in the table,, 
pre-payment is optional ; in all other cases it is imperative. The postage on 
pamphlets is omitted in the table, because it is the same to all countries, viz: 
2 cents per ounce, except to Chili, where it is 4 cents per ounce. 

TABLE OF FOREIG-N POSTAGES. 



DESTINATION, 



LETTERS. PAPKRS. 



LETTERS PAPERS. 



■Alton a, Prussian mail..... t33 6. 

Aspinwfili 10 2. 

Austri)lin< J3ii isli ,S3 4. 



Austria Pmssian t3() 6..., 

JBaden, PniShiav ....+30 6..., 

Bavaria, Prussian t30 6... 



JSelgrium, Ameritini) 21 

Brazil, viii England 4f. 4.. 

Bremen. Prot-Bian tSO 6.. 

Brit eh America fl' — .. 

Brunswick, Prussian t3i"' 6.. 

JBuenos Ayies 45 4.. 

Chili 34 6.. 

China, Biiiitli 33 4., 

Cuba 1^' 2, 

Denmark. Pj uspiau tc<o 6. 

East Indies, Briliisl. 5 8. 

Franc : ^0 2. 

-Frankfort Bnibeiaii loi.i b. 

Ga-lalz, PrusBion --••ti" ""• 

German Siates, PiuttiiUi jSu t.. 

XJre a L B r 1 1 a 1 n p 4 2 . , 

Hamburg. Br^ruiu tl^ 2. 

BaTiov<-r, Prutsimi t;--* o. 

Holland, p<^e BflgiuUi — ~. 

Holsi ( in, Pruesi:. i> T*> — • 



, .Bremen mail. t^ .... 

.."VVheu over 250U miles 20..,. 

..Priv&te Ship 5.... 

.Bremen tl 5 . . . . , 

,. Bremen +2'^.... 

..I rem en ylS.... 

. .B riti sh 5 . . . . 



..Brtnieij ......... 

..When ov^^r 3000 miles. 
..Bremen 



::::r|!5:: 

+15.. 



..Via MarS' ilJee 45., 

.-.If over 2500 miles 20. 

..I- rem en 27.. 

..jtflnj-lifh Putsobbioi s 3S., 

...Bi(men 122. 

..British 5.. 



.... S 

....10 



, .Prussian fSU., 

..Bremen yis., 



.Brenjen t25., 



Hondu>H!e 34 

HongKnnfc; hiititj. ....!> ^^. 

Lauenbtrt', PlU8^•an T^*- o. 

Lombaidy, *' ,33 6. 

Xulx'r. " tf 6. 

Xuxemluig, " I-j' '^- 

Madt-ira, v a Ergland jm^ 4. 

Malta, \)H En{.'l:.nd, Anic-ncin.... I'l... 

Mexico, undci 25i('m!l(S ^''••• 

JMcfklcnbuip, Piubsiaii P>v... 

2^aj.]r^.,Pr Hsic.. .SI ' 

IsewGK.Piid;;. o4 6 

Nica ) a gvia .\f •? 



.IruBsi II.. , 88 10 

..Bitn^en t25 ,.. 3 

..Br. met ...tl6.. 3 

..Biemen t]f> 3 

..Frenrh t41 — 



2. 



, .< vei 2r)<M mij( 
.Breii en 



211, 
J5., 
22. 



Is'orwP}-, Pi "!>si. 11 

Oldenbuif^-, Prui-Flan..^ 

Panami, uikI* r 2,5aj niij< t 'O 

JPoland , Pi USB j aai T-j < 



|i^::;;:;:: 



6... 



,.T-!ren en to8., 

..Biimei ti".. 

, .Uver 250^1 miie.- l'd., 

. Lremen 29 . 



Hosted by CjOOQIC 



POST OFFICES. — RAILROAD COMPANIES. 185 



DESTINATION. LETTERS. PAPERS. LETTERS. PAPERS. 



Portngal, Pruasian 43 4 Bremen 42. 

Pmsfiia, Prnsfiiii ii W) fi BreTnen tlf> . , 

Konian States, Prussian f^ 6 Bremen 1-8., 

Kupsia, see Pol a nd — — , 

Sandwich iBland^ v a Ban FranciB^o — , Ki.. 

Sardinian l^tates, Pnifsian t^8 6 ..Bn men 

Saxc-n AUenburg. Pmss' an . . . . ^. . . /p}" 6 Bremen 

Saxeu Oobarpr. (Join, Muiiini,eji & wiem;.r Pr..t:30.. 6.. Bremen 

Sa.vo£iy, see Prnsbia — — , 

Schles^vvig Brem en t27 3 

Sicilies Prnasian SCi 6 B itish 5.. 

Singapore, American via Ei gland. 21 — Britiab 5., 

Spam via France 48 — Fr^-nch 42. 

BtThoruap, American 18 fi Via Havana 34., 

Sweden, Prussian t^2 6 Bremen fi?,.. 

St. Helenn vi;P Ei gland 3r-i 4 

Switzerland, Pruasi an t^^ 6 Bremen t27 . . 

^Turkey, Prussian 30 6 Bremen 132 . . 

Ven et ian States, see Austria 

West Ind : es, see Cuba. 

txETkB Island 34 6 

Wurtem berg, Breinen 22 8 



REPORTS OF RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

The following are tlie only three companies that have yet reported their 
sadetence ana progress to the proper officers ot the State, to wit : 
The Memphis, El Paso and Pacific Railroad Company. 
The Buffalo Bayon, Brazos and Colorado Hallway Company. 
The Houston and Texas Central Railroad Company, 

We give below all the most material facts reported by these Companies 
gespectively. 

The Memphis, JEl Faso and Pacific Railroad Company'' s Report is dated 
Ma^r 9th, 1857, which states that the stockholders i^et at Paris, Lamar Coun-- 
ty, in May, 1856, and organized by adopting By-Laws and electing eleven 
Director. F. S. Mosby was employed as Chief Engineer. Stock subscribed 
and officially reported to Secretary, $603,500 ; additional amount supposed 
%o be subscribed, $50,000, making a total of $553,500. Amount paid into the 
liands of the Treasurer on this stock, $12,991 62^-. Amount now due on 
calls heretofore made, $25,'753 3Y^. Under the old charter, approved Feb. 
Irth, 1853, the stock subscribed and reported was $257,550. Additional 
amount supposed to be-subscribed, $100,000. 

Expenses. — Paid in salaries of Engineering Corps and other expenses, for 
surveying and locating the road, $7,262 88 ; all other expenses $1,027 65, 
making a total of $8,280 53. 

A junction at some point on the eastern boundary of this State, between 
Bulphur Fork and Red River, has been agreed upon between this Company 
and two others, to wit: the Cairo and Fulton, and the Mississippi, Ouachita 
and Red River Railroad Companies. The survey was made from the point 
©f junction (Texaikanna?) Dec. 15th, 1856, and continued west to the West 
Fork of the Trinit3r, in Wise County, 224|- miles. Ten miles from the begin- 
ning was located in Januar}' last, and five miles of grading contracted for and 
commenced, January last. We are not advised of the progress made since. 

Houston a'tid Texas Central Railroad, — Tipton Walker, "Esq., having been 
appointed by the Governor Commissioner to examine the Texas Central 
Railroad, to ascertain if the Company had complied with the law, so as to 
•antitle them to the loan of $6,000 per miJe, made his report on the 2d 
day of April last. Mr. Walker says, the first twenty-five miles of this road 
and its equipments are of the best character, and may be styled "a first 
olase road," with the single exception of bad alignment. On this section 
^ere are twenty culverts, costing in all about $6,000, two bridges, each 126 
leet long, costing near $4,500, and fifteen road crossings from, 2 to 16 feet 
vide, and costing altogether |4,60G. 
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The average grade per mile is about four feet, and the embankment on the 
top 14 feet wide, with an average depth of three feet. The lateral ditches 
for drainage have cost $3,500. One portion of the iron weighs 66 lbs. and 
the rest 54 lbs. to the yard. The guage is 5-^- feet. The general course of this 
section IS N. W. magnetic. The report says: "the distance, owing to fre- 
quent and unnecessary curvatures, is a little more than 25 miles. The total 
amount of curvature in this section is 44° 25'." On this section there are two 
locomotives, 19^ tons each; three passenger cars, ten box cars, ten platform 
cars, and three hand cars. There are six turn-outs. 

The report next states that there are 25 consecutive miles graded on the se- 
cond section, ready for the superstructure, with the exception of culverts and 
bridging. On this section 22 culverts and one bridge will be required, the 
bridge to be 910 feet long and 28 feet high. The reason assigned for not hav- 
ing completed the bridge and culverts, was the ruinous cost of hauling the 
lumber, which could be carried by the locomotive, if used only as the road 
progressed. The report says; "most of the grading is well done, and some 
portion of it is very heavy work ; about four miles of it is not, in my opinion, 
at all creditable to the Engineer, although the work, so far as the contractors 
are concerned, is satisfactory." The Commissioner then adds that there is "too 
much curvature and too frequent changes of grade." The total amount of earth 
work on this section is 320,000 cubic yards, at an average cost of 25 cents per 
yard. The heaviest grade is about 40 feet per mile. The estimated cost of 
the culverts is |1 1,000, and that of the bridge $20,000, all of which would b« 
increased 20 per cent., if the material is hauled before the track is laid. 

The report then gives the amount of the several curves of this section, the 
total amount of curvature being 103° 45'. The last curve given varies the 
course from N. 83^^ 45' W., to N, 3^^ 45' W., the curvature being just 80.° 

The completed first section has cost $583,375, of which, (says the report,) 
with the floating debt and bonds held by J. H. Wells & Co., there is yet due 
$365,000. 

The receipts for freight from Sept. 14th, 1856, to March 1st, 1857, amount 
to $12,191 28, and for passengers, same time, ^8,903 62. The cost for repairs, 
same time, $3,036 66, and running expenses, $6,250. 6,678 Shares of Stock 
had been subscribed, of which, 1939 had been fully paid, while $70,000 had 
been paid on the balance, leaving a balance due from subscribers of $393,000. 
The number of Stockholders who have paid in full was 149. The Commis- 
sioner concludes by saying that he could have no personal knowledge of 
many of the statements made, but had to rely upon the affidavits of the Sec- 
retary and Engineer of the Company. Upon the reception of this report the 
Company received a loan of $160,000, or $6,000 per mile. 

On the 13th of Oct., 1857, the Company reported ten miles more of the road 
completed, therefore, Edward Fairfax Gray, of Houston, was appointed to ex- 
amine that portioD, preparatory to issuing the further loan of $60,000 more. 
Mr. Gray has reported very recently to the eft^ect that these ten miles have 
been completed as required by law, and, accordingly, another loan of $60,000 
in U. S. bonds was made to the Company on Oct. 28th. On the $150,000 the 
State received a premium of 6 per cent, the rate at which they were redeem- 
ed at the U.S. lYeasury. On the $60,000, 5 per cent, has been retained by 
the State until the true rate at the time can be ascertained. 

Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Golorado Railway Goinpany. — Report dated 
March 11, 1856— signed by the President. The capital Stock is not fixed or 
limited in amount, and the accounts cannot be closed until all outstanding 
subscriptions are settled up aad construction account closed. The Capital 
Stock account stood on the 1st day of August, 1855, as follows: Whole No. 
Shares issued to Stockholders, 2898, all of which has been paid for infulL 
1,500^ of the above were issued in payment of the "Harrisburg lands," and the 
remainder to subscribers, or in payment for services or materials. The amount 
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Tealized from the above shares, (exclusive of the 1,500 for the "Harrisburg 
Lands,") was $103,710 00. No intelligible report could be made of the addi- 
tions to the Capital Stock since Aug. 1855, or of the amounts paid in on sub- 
scriptions not yet paid in full, as the accounts are necessarily incomplete. 
The only amounts expended in the purchase of lands, have beeifc the 1500 
shares above for the ^'Harrisburg lands," and no claim has been made against 
the Company for damages for right of way, except in a single instance. The 
Company has one engine house, which serves also for a machine shop ; they 
have also a Blacksmiths' shop, a Carpenters' shop and an office. They have 
a depot at Harrisburg and one at Stafford's Point — the buildings at the other 
stations are owned by other parties. The amount expended for buildings 
and fixtures as per balance sheet, Dec. 1, 1855, was $1,169 24. They have 2 
locomotives — one weighing over twelve, and the other thirteen tons. 
They have 4 passenger and 24 freight cars. The passenger cars are each 
capable of seating 24 passengers. The amount expended for engines and 
cars, and other machinery, was $26,395 81. They have 3 hand cars, 1 iron 
car, and one constructing at their own shop — track cars for the passage of 
the Brazos river — castings were made at G-alveston. Cars weigh about 1200 
lbs., and capable of carrying 16 bales of cotton each. The officers and em- 
ployees of the Company are, a President, at a salary of $3,000; Chief Engi- 
neer and Superintendent, $3,000; Assistant Engineer, $1600; Treasurer, 
$1000; Road Master, $1500; Chief Machinist, $160 per month; Conductor 
and Freight Agent, 2 Forwarding & Receiving Clerks, and abou* 40 men, in- 
cluding firemen, brake and switch men, mechanics and track hands. Me- 
chanics receive from $70 to $90 per month, ; track hands generally $1 50 
per day. Of 156 land certificates which the Company have received from 
the State, they have sold and assigned 136 sections, 87,040 acres, realizing, 
(after deducting expense of obtaining the scrip, commissions, cfec.,) the sum 
of $19,936 06, or about 23 cents per acre nett Four of the remaining certifi- 
cates are supposed to be located on the line of the road, near Stafford's Point, 
six in Denton, and fire are in charge of agents for location; five yet remain on 
hand undisposed of The cost of constructing the first 21 miles of the road, 
including the general expense account, interest account, sundry losses, and 
also including the account of buildings and fixtures, (which has been previous- 
ly given,) had been per mile $12,641 08. On the remaining 11 miles the ex- 
penditures have not been made up, in consequence of the illness of the Chief 
Engineer, but is about thus far, per mile, $11,000. The amount of indebted- 
ness, Dec. 1, 1865, was $264,305 06, to this will be added amounts growing 
out of settlements, which will carry the debt up to about $275,000. "Of this, 
$116,479 93 is balance of debt for iron rails, and $101,042 05 is money bor- 
rowed ; the remainder is for sundry items of construction, transport of mate- 
rials and equipment. After concluding the report, the President adds in a 
note : "In connection with the subject of the debt of the Company, I ilesire 
to add that the two mortgages on record, securing bonds — the one securing 
bonds to the amount of $120,000, and the other bonds to the amount of $100,- 
000, would give an erroneous impression of our affairs, unless I explained 
that we have used all of said bonds (except $6,000 which were 
sold at par,) as collateral security only ; and that, although the bonds so 
pledged amount to $214,600, the debts for which they are pledged amount 
to only about $150,000." The total receipts of the Company up to the 1st 
day of March, '66, is $25,567 79. On the 23d of June, 1857, this Company 
reported to the Board of School Commissioners, consisting of the Grovernor 
Comptroller and Attorney General, stating that 25 miles of the road had been 
completed, and asking the appointment of an Engineer to examine the same 
BO that the Company might receive the loan of $6,000 per mile, as provided 
by the Act of August 13th, 1856. James P. Hector, of Hays county was 
accordingly appointed, but has not yet (Nov. 15th) made his report 
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ACTUAL PROGRESS OF TEXAS RAILROADS. 

Of the twenty-seven Eailroads whose charters are still in force, and of which 
we have given an account in previous pages, the following nine are the only ones 
on which any work has yet been done, so far as we can loarn, to-wit : 

1. B. B^., B. and Colorado Kailroad. I 5. Houston Tap E. R. 

2. Houston and Texas Central E. E. | 6. Houston Tap and Brazoria E. E. 

3. Galveston, Houston and PI. E. E. | .Y. Southern Pacific E E. 

4. San Antonio and Mex. Gulf E. E. | 8. Washington County E. E. 

9. Mexican Gulf and Henderson K. E. 

Buffalo Bayou^ Brazos and Colorado liailroad^ commonly known as the Har- 
risburg Eail^oVd, was the first enterprize of the kind commenced in Texas. This 
was comn^enced at Harrisburg in 1852, and the first locomotive was placed on it 
in December of the same year. Twenty miles were completed ready for busi- 
ness on the 1st of August, 1853 ; and it was finally completed to Eichmond, a 
distance of 82 miles, in December, 1855, since which time trains of cars have been 
constantly running between Harrisburg and Eichmond, with rapidly increasing 
business. The extension of this road from Eichmond to Columbus is under 
contrect, the distance 48 miles. Twenty-four miles of this road are now graded, 
with the cross ties and rails partly on hand. The work is now going on with two 
sets of hands, and it is expected that it will be completed to Columbus by the 1st 
September, 1858. ^ It is projected from Columbus to Austin. 

Houston and 2\xas Central Baihoad — was commenced at Houston, under the 
name of Galveston and Eed River Railroad, in 1853. The first locomotive was 
run on 22d January, 1856, with two miles completed. It was finished to Cypress 
City, a distance of 25 miles from Houston, July 27th, 1856 ; and was further 
completed to Hockly, 35 miles from Houston, the 11th day of May, 1857. It is 
now graded 25 miles beyond Hcckly, and the iron is now being laid on this grade, 
and it is expected that the road will be completed to Hempstead, fifty miles from 
Houston, by the 1st January, 1858. This road will runu^ the Brazos from Hemp- 
stead, crossmg the Navisota at McGahey's Ferry, and will thence proceed by the 
best route towards Horn Hill, to be further extended to Preston on Red River — 
Its projectors anticipate its ultimate extension north through the Indian Territo- 
ry, Kansas, Nebraska and Minnesoto, to the British Possessions, or, rather, they 
expect such extension by means of its connection with other roads. 

The Galveston, Houston if Henderson Railroad— w&s commenced some three 
or four years ago, at Virginia Point, on the opposite shore of the bay from Gal- 
veston, and thft first section of 25 miles was completed last May, and a locomo- 
tive has been carrying freight over it since for the further extension of the road. 
The Engineer appointed by the Governor, Mr. Wm. Fields, to examine this sec- 
tion, has, within a few days past, reported favorably. The remaining 15 miles 
extending near Houston, required by the Act of last August, to be completed by 
the first of this month (November) is now nearly all graded, and the six or 
eight bridges are nearly completed and ready for the iron ; and all the iron is 
now here in the Custom House, sufficient, as we learn, to complete the 40 miles 
required by the said Act, which we are told could be done in a month s time. 
But as the charter is forfeited by the failure to have the 40 miles completed by 
the Istiust., (Nov.) further relief is required from our Legislature to revive 
and give validity to the charter. The city of Galveston has, by an almost 
unanimous vote, authorized the expenditure of $100,000 to build a bridge to 
connect said road with the city, and this will doubtless be done at an early 

^^A bill has already passed the Senate now in session, reviving this charter, and 
will doubtless pass the Hoiipe of Representatives. 

T/ie San Antonio and Mexican Gulf Railroad. -llhQ grading of this roa^d 
was commenced, we believe, about two years ago, at P^/^^^'^^^^^- ^\^fjf 
report in the San Antonio papers states, that Alessrs. Dunn & Rogers who have 
now contracted to grade and cross tie 50 miles, have about competed the grade 
of 25 miles, which reaches within n miles of Victoria. The estimated cost of 
the road from the end of the contract of Messrs. Dunn &^^'gf ^' ^^,^t«.« tn 
tonio is $19,000 per mile when comf Jeted. The whole distance from Lavaca to 
SaTAnt,:.nio is 135 miles. The Secretary reports the amount already expended 
as $16U00, of which $23,000 are tor grading ; $48 250 I'^^f //^V.ltn'^fn 's77 4^& 
laying ; $5,000 lor a locomotive; $5,250 for freight, and the balance of ^77,42& 
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for salaries, commissions airl brokera^'e: That is, there has been expended for 
material and constraction $83,765, and for salaries, commissions and brokerage 
$77,425. We understand that iron for several miles a-nd a locomotive are on 
the f3:roaud, and that the iron is laid for sapie three or four miles. 
, HouHon Tap Railroad — ^as comraenced in Jlarch 1866, and completed in 
October following. Its length is se^en raUes, extending from Houston to the 
B. B., B. & 0. Railway, which it taps about 8 miles from Harrisburg. Its 
cost was $120,000. A locomotive has been constantly running over it since 
its completion, and its business is said to be increaL^ing. 

Houston Tap and Brazoria Railroad. — The Company for the extension of 
the Houston Tap to Columbia, was fully organized a few months since, and 
over $100,000 of Stock is understood to have been subscribed in addition to a 
large fubseription hy Brazoria county. The entire length to Columbia, some 
55 miles, is said to be under cojitract for the grade and the cross-ties, and over 
200 hands are reported to be now empU)yed on the several contracts. It is 
expected that the road will be completed to Columbia by July 1st, 1858. 

llie Southern P acific RaMroad — was commenced some two yeirs since, and 
the original charter required that ten miles should be completed by the 16th 
of February, last ; but a relief bill passed at the adjourned Session of 1856, 
gave till the 16th of February next ^.o complete twenty miles. The road 
was commenced at a point on Caddo lake, nearly north of Marshall, and is 
said to be completed to Marshall. It is also said there is iron enough on the 
ground to complete 25 miles, and that some 200 hands are at work. The 
Marshall Republican, of a recent date says, the Company has still 16 or l*/ 
miles of track to lay to complete the first 20 miles, with but about 16 weeks 
to do it in to save their charter, and he thinks their success Y%vy doubtful. — 
The same paper says, the Company has failed utterly, and assigned over the 
eutire interest in the road and charter to certain preferred creditors, and gives 
the details of the assignment. The Harrison Flag says the money necessary 
to complete the twenty miles required by the charter, has just been raised 
in Marshall. 

Washington County Railroad — was commenced last July, and four miles of 
it have been graded, commencing at a point in connection with the Houston. 
Central Railroad, near Hempstead. 

Mexican 0-ulf and Henderson Railroad. — The work on this road was com- 
menced last Spring, but has since been suspended. We learn that the grad- 
ing was commenced about 8 miles north of Beaumont, at Pine Island Bayou, 
and completed near ten miles to the north, and that the timber was cleared 
away and the road grubbed for several miles beyond, in direction nearly- 
north. ^ 
■ ^ 

TEXAS LANDS. 

The following synopsis of the last official report of Comrassioner Crosby, dated 
Nov. 1st, 1857, shows the present amount of appropriated and unappropriated 
lands in this State, with the transactions of the General Land Office for the last 
two years : 

SYNOPSIS OF REPORT. 

The area of the State is 274 366>^ square miles, or 175,594,560 acres. 

Titled by Spain and Mexico 22 584.484 acres 

Grants confirmed by Act of Feb. 10, 1854 3,741,241 '' 

Claims originating under Republic and Slate 

of Texas.. 47,788,449 '' 

73,436,210 

Leaving, after deductinsr every claim known, as public domain 102,168 850 

Of the above grants confirmed by Act of Feb. 10, 1854. 2 146 6i3 acres 

have been surveyed and returned, leaving a balance of 1 '594*398 acres 

outstanding. ' ' 
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Of the claims originating under the Republic and State of Texas, the following- 
is a classification : 



First class recommended 19,0Y5,819 

" Confirmed by Courts 2,627,601* 
" Countersign e.d under 

Act of Feb. 9th, 1850 lOTjYOl 

Second class recommended* • • • 1,325,667 

" and third, reported Y,U3,136 

'' "■ confirmed by Courts 102,080 

Issued under special Acts 1,310,441 

Bounty and Donation Lands- • 6,285,763 

Land Scrip. 2,047,586 

Fisher & Miller's Colony 1,735,200 

Mercer's Colony 811,720 

Castro's " , 299,846 

Peters' " to colonists. 1,023,040 

'« *^ ,to Company... 1,088,000 

University Lands, 60 Leagues- 221,400 
School Lands, 116 counties and 

4 leagues to each 2,054,592 

Special grants to Seminaries- ♦ 123,984 
Asylums for Deaf and Dumb 



Lunatics, Blind and Orphan 

100,000 acres each 400,000- 

Premption claims reported* • • ♦ 336,267 
Settlers claims within the Miss. 

and Pacific R. K. Reserve • • 40,684 
Claims of Railroads under the 

contracts filled 612 ,000 

Patented Central National R. 27,116 

Total 47,788,449 

Grants confirmed by Act of 
Feb. 10,1864 3,741,241 

Total of lands returned to be 

Patented 61,629,690 

Of which there are Patented- 32,612,468 

Unpatented 12,673,722 

Outstanding. 6,243,620 

51.629,690 
The following is the increase of land liabilities during the past two years, or 
since the last Report : 

Headrights granted by last Legislature 303,339 

" Reported by District and County Courts 89,209 

" Issued to Mercer's Colonists 119,880 

" Issued to Peters' Colonists 160,120 

" Issued by Commissioner of Claims 13,760 

Military granted by last Legislature "" 20,480 

' • Warrants issued by Commissioner of claims 6,400 

Preemption claims reported by Clerks and Chief Justices 336,267 

Settlers claims on the Reserve • • • • ^*^' oon 

Land Scrip issued by Commissioner of Claims- • • • • • - • - ••••••• • ' • ; • • • • • o^U 

a u «' by Cornmissioner of General Land Office by Act, Aug. 'Db 58,764 

Issued under Act for encouraging the building of Vessels 6,120 

" to Galveston and Brazos Navigation Company „^S'in2 

- to B. B., B. and Colorado Railroad Company ??^i^X 

' ' to Houston and Texas Central Railroad Company •••••:•" * * 256,000 
Claims of - - " " " ''''^''^'''•^' 9^fi000 

Claims of Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad Company 256,000 

School Lands to 17 counties, 4 leagues eacn- .--.-..- Inn'noft 

To Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Lunatic and Orphan Asylums _:I^ 

Total increase of Land Liabilities since Nov. Ist, 1855 ' 3,901,627 

The '^Claims" of the Railroad Companies above named are predicated on their 
complying with the requirements of the Act of 1854 and m case of their faihire 
to complete the roads as required, those claims will have to be deducted. The 
Commissioner of the Land Office has reason to believe that many ^of thecertifi- 
cat^B^epXd as having been issued by the County Courts to Peters' colonists, are 
illegal ; but the Commissioners appointed to investigate them, have noi yet made 
fuli reportg, but are expected to do so soon. . ^ ^i r> i r j /^xc 

Du?ingthe past two years, there have been returned to the General Land Office,, 
11 043 sm-vevi or 5,758,042 acres, on which have been issued 7,271 patents, or 4,- 
863,383 acres, leaving 3,772 patents more to be issued than there were two years 
ago althou^l , moreliave been issued in that time than ever before m the same 
timl This makes the total number of unpatented claims now on hand 23,772, 
which is more tlii-.n six years labor for the present force m the Land Office, or 
mofthanX^^^ number of patent, issued ^^ ^^^l^ l^Jr/frfocatl'^n 

labor of the Land Office has been greatly increased by the law opening for location 
the Pacific R.ilroad Reservation, causing an ^^usu ally large number of Burveys. 
to be returned for registry. The act creating^ the Conrt of Claims also added 
o^eatly to the labors of thi Land Office Clerks in making Registers, copying ar- 
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drives, <fec. The receipts of the Land OfB.ce are for Patent Fees, fi-ov't Dues, Pre- 
emption Claims, Settlers' Claims in the Reserve, Land Scrip and Office Fees. The 
amount of receipts is not given in our copy of the report, but it is said to be much 
larger than ever before, and vrould have been still farther increased by the sale of 
Land 8&rip, had its location not been confined to the said Reserve ; and the Com- 
missioner suggests that it would be good policy to authorize its location in all por- 
ticos of the State, in hke manner vrith all other certificates. The amount of land 
Office receipts of money has become so great that the entire time of the Receiving 
Clerk is occupied in this business, and it is recommended that said officer shall be 
required to give bond and security for the faithful discharge of duties that have 
become so important, and that the officer be placed on a footing with the C-'hiefsof 
Bureaux in point of salary. 

The balance of patents now on hand is only 6,206^ but 7,048 more are to be fur- 
nished under a previous contract. 

The Commissioner refers to the difficulty likely to arise from not having our 
boundary north of Red River clearly defined. He says it is a matter of doubt 
whether surveys recently returned to this office are within this State, and that 
they cannot therefore be patented without creating confusion hereafter. He recom- 
mends that an Act be passed continuing in force the Act of the 6th Legislature 
providing for running out that line, and that a corresponding action by the Gen- 
ial Government be fiffther solicited. 



RIVER, LAKE AND BAY IMPROVEMENTS. 

A law passed at the adjourned Session, Aug. 1856, appropriated $300,000 for 
the improvement of navigable rivers, lakes, bays, &c., created the office of State 
Engineer to superintend the improvements, and made it the duty of the Governor, 
Comptroler and State Engineer to apportion the appropriation to the different 
aavigable waters, designated by the law, a voluntary subscription in each case be- 
ing required of one-fourth part of the amount given by the State. Hon. William 
Fields, of Galveston, was elected on joint ballot, State Engineer, with a salary of 
$3000 per year. The following table presents all the contracts given out under 
this law up to the present date. "We believe there remains but two or thi'ee con- 
tracts more to be given out, which will embrace all the improvements for which 
subscriptions were made within the time required, that is, by 1st of January, last. 



CONTRACTOR. 



©. B. Dycus, 



iSaadalupe, 



Orom well A Hawley, 
D. Bradbury, 
D. Bradburh 
French & Brown, 
II. J. To well, 
W J. Philips, 
Wm. Perry, 
Abner Jack sou, 

Truitt & Patton, 
T. M. Likens & Co., 
D. S, Howard ifc Co. 



RIVERS, &o. 



SECTION. 



Date Cont's.i^^onsidera- 



Western Bays, 
San Jacinto, 
Trinity, 
Br. zos, 
Colorado, 
Colorado, 
Cypress Bayou, 
0) star Creek, 
Sabine, 

Sabine, 



Mar 25, 1857^ 22,950 



Apr. 
Apr. 



jMouth to Victoria, 
Matagorda Bay to 
Aran's & G-uad'e R. 
Clopper's Bar, 
Bar at Mouth, 
Mouth to Washingt'n 
Canal round rait: 
Raft to Wharton, 
Jefferson to State line 
[Canal to Retrieve, 
Up to Logansport, 
Logan sport to Ba- 

^ -, I con's Bluff. 

. Bays, (Galv'n & St. Louis To Canal & Red Fish . ^^,^yj^ ^^ 

In the two last named, the contracts are awarded to the patties named, but 
writings not yet executed. All the above contracts, except the two last are in 
progress ; that for Clopper's Bar is completed : that at the mouth of the Trinity 
nearly completed, and several others we learn will soon be finished. These im- 
provements appear likely to be attended with important benefits to the country 



4, 

7' 
Apr. 11, 
May 16, 
June 18; 
June 18, 
July 23, 
Sept, 15, 
Oct. 6, 



47,500 
22,725 
15,120 
50,000 00 
35,000 
11,240 55 
21;298 00 
3,833 10 
31,455 25 

20,000 00 
23,000 00 



RAILROAD LOAN LAW. 

In addition to the aid given to Eailroad Companies, by the donation of six- 
teen sections of land to every mile of road, another law was also passed at the 
adjourned session of 1866, giving a loan of money to the amount of $6,000 per 
»ile. Certain Companies are, however, excepted 'from the benefits of this Act. 
The Act requires that 25 miles of road shall be completed ard fully equipped* 
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and that 25 miies more shall be graded, when the loan ciin bo had on the 25 miles 
completed. Any subsequent loan cannot be had for less than 10 miles more of 
completed road, and on condition it be graded 25 miles further, or, in other words, 
the grade must always be made 25 miles beyond the coinpleted road, on which 
a loan i:^ granted. The loan is to bear interest at 6 per cent. It is expected that 
efforts will be made to chancre this law so as to make the loan more eiusily attain- 
able and perhaps also to increase the amount ot it As yet, the Houston and 
Texas Central Liailroad Company is the only one that has received this loan, and 
this Company has received it for the first 25 miles and the next tcn.making ^2L0,- 
000. The B. B., B. and Colorado Company has applied for it on 25 miles, and will 
doubtless soon receive the $150,000. 

TEXAS IriiSORANCE. 

The Union Marine and Fire Insurance Company of (ralveston was put in opo- 
ration on the 1st December, i85i, uud'.r a Cliartor granted several years before,, 
and is now able to transact a large portion of the necessary Insurance business of 
the city and State. The Capital Stock was originally |15i),ii00, of which ten per 
cent, was paid in cash, and the balance consisted of the subscription noies ol' th© 
most substantial citizens. |50,000 has siufe been added by a now subscription. — 
The Company hos paid up to tliis tune, $7500 in dividends, and has a surplus of 
profits up to October 1st, 1857, of $9000 and upwards, as sM\ appear by the fol- 
lowing statement. At the same time, facilities have been afi'orcled to the com- 
merce of this city, by the investmcLt of its surplus cash in business paper having 
not more than ninety days to r.in. The business of Insurance was formerly oon.- 
ducted by Agencies of Foreign and Northern Companies, and a large amount of 
premiums has been aanually withdrawn from the use of our citizens. This is th« 
fii*st local Company that has been successfully established in this State. The stock 
is now selling at a handsome premium. 

Assets October 1st, 1857. 



Cash on hand & bal. due Co. $ 1,390 67 
Office Furniture, 3fil 78 



Stock Subscription Notes, $170,000 00 
Bills Receivable, yO days, 36,1(38 Oi 

City Bonds, 10 "^ cent., - 1,500 00 

^ ' Total, :-'------- $209,420 4? 

Capital Stock— $200^000 ; Surplus— $9,420 47.^ 
Dividends paid since commencement of business, December 1, 1854, - $7,5(^ 

Beceipts and Disbursements from Dec. 1, 1856 to Oct. 1, 1857, 10 morUhs. 
EECEtPTS— Premiums on Marine Kisks, - - - $5112 29 
Do River. do - - - - 2151 63 

Do Fire do _ - - 4848 67 

Interest on Notes discharged and City Bonds, 2703 99 
Balance, profit a;nd loss account, - _ . 28 98-|l4,845 46 
PAYMENTS— Losses paid on Marine Risks, - - $ 389 10 

Do do River do - - - 242 75 

Do do Fire do - - 1138 00 

Re- insurance and Return Premiumsj - 863 65 ,^, „^ 

Salaries and expenses, - - - - 2791 49-$d,424 8$ 

Surplus profits, ------ ^ ^,^.^^0 4'd' 

This Company is under the direction of thirteen of our most active and intelli- 
gent merchants, of whom Mr. Albert Ball is President, John Dean, Vice Pres:- 
. dent, and J. S. Beers is Secretary of the Company. 

GALVESTOISr CaSTOM HijaSE & FORTIFICATIOI^S. 

Congress has appropriated ^100,000 for building a Custom H.. use in Galveston, 
which building is also to contain s.-.parate apartments tora Post Office, ana the- 
Federal Court The contract for this building has been given to Mr. OJusky and 
Com. E. W. Moore, and sc me of the materials have arrived, and the ground ha£ 

^""I^Xra^ousand dollars have a'.so been appropriated by Congress for the con- 
struction of fortifications for the defence of the entr^mce to ^f^^^f^'^J-^'^^^^^^ 
Commissioners have already exa-Qiued and reported to the department recor^- 
mondin.^ lus we learn, th.it one fortitic.Gioa shall be constructed on P.lican Bpit, 
and another m Bolivar Point. The erection ot towers along the b.acn is recom- 
mended as the best defence for the city. It i. estimated that the cost or these de- 
fences, when completed, will be about $600,000. 
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ABSTftAOia Oi- COMITROl.IJilt's AND rREASUItEll's REPORTS. 19.3 



SUPPLEMENTAL.— [Extra.] 

We have just reci-ivod (after liaving commenced the publication of our Almanac.) the following in- 
i eresting Ab.stracts of the Reports of the Comptroller, the Treasurer and the Commissioner of Public 
Schools, prepared and sent to u*' by a friend, at tlje earliest possible moment, thougli (unfortunately for 
us) too late even fur our Supplement. Wo, however, publish these documents separately, (though at 
great additional expense) i\s by appending tlienj to our work, we complete our State Statistie& up to 
the latest moment. 

Abstract from Comptrolier's Report for 1856 and 1857. 

The State Taxes fur 1856 amounted to !?29-l,3T5 78, and iu 1S57 to $;3-2S,0(3(J 1-2. They wei'e derived from 
the following sources, viz : 

For 1856.-44,110,437 acres Land, vabje $62,182,307 00 

40,10'J Town Lots, " 10,ii94,6o6 00 

113,736 Slaves, " o§,389,400 00 

188,759 Horses, "■ !),034,1S5 00 

1,635,507 Cattle, " 10,140,008 00 

Miscellaneous Property, " 10,563,409 00 

Total value $161,30-1,025 00 

Which paid a tax of $242,969 00 

Poll Tax 22,413 00 

License and Occupation Tax 28,9^3 78 

Total Ad Valorem, Poll and License Tax ' $294,375 78 

For 1857.-46,874,798 acres Laud, value $68,878,655 00 

41,907 Town Lots, " 12,122,415 00 

125,240 Slaves, " 67,497,306 00 

218,784 Horses, " 10,539,005 00 

1,899,555 Cattle, " 11,657,365 00 

Miscellaneous Property " 12,901,459 00 

TotoJ value $183,594,205 00 

Which paid a tax of $276,663 54 

Poll Tax .1. 24,463 00 

License and Occupation Tax 26,940 18 

Total Ad Valorem, Poll and License Tax $328,066 72 



Abstract from Treasurer's Reports for 1856 and 1857. 

— •^^ — 

Balancb on hand 31st October, 1855— 

In United States 5 per cent. Bonds $1,575,000 00 

In Specie 39,748 14. . . .$1,614,748 14 

Ueoexpts during the year ending 31st October, 1856 — 

From revenue o"f late Republic, in specie 46 15 

In promissoiy notes , 89 01 135 

From revenue of State, miscellaneous^ sources, and taxes assessed " - 

prior to 1852 , 15,419 21 

Refunded from former appropriations 2*^155 43 

Amount received from United States on account of fli-st class debt of 

Repubhc, heretofore paid by the State 290,000 00 

Interest on United States Bonds ' * ', 76' 028 12 

Premium on United States Bonds '.'.[...'.'. 7' 743 75 

Amount received for United States Bonds sold .".'.'.'.'.".'* 100 000 00 

Specie received from School Fund for United States Bonds, transferred ' 

to said Fund 97^000 00 588,346 56 

OiSBTTBaBMENTS— ' * 

Paid on Tref^ury Warrants 473 510 28 

Paid on Debt of late Republic ....'/..... 113'865 60 

Promissory notes delivered Comptroller '[ ' 89 01 

Amount transferred to School Fund, being one-tenth of taxes '&c" 

assessed prior to 1852 1 1 538 61 

United States Bonds sold " " loo'oOO 00 

United States Bonds transferred to School Fund, in lieu of Specie "re- ' 

ceived from said Fund 97 000 on 7Ri-nf« sa 

SALANes on hand, 31st October, 1856- J/, WO 00 78I,00S »• 

In United States Bonds 1,203,000 00 

In Specie ;;;*.;; 'isi^aaSSS 1,417,22« 3« 

$2,203,229 8€ 
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194 TEXAS ALMANAC- 



In raited c^Ua..Jiuims 1 i.. ,0i>) Oi 

In >rcctc loiMb oL 

RrcEiPK- draiuL the \Lai tn.lM.ti ;;l-t Oelnhu;. It ..— . ., 

Fi.)Uire\eui\c <>t LUo 11, j.ulilie, m >--jieeie ■;-^- I' 

In JCchetiiKr bilK oud rioud-oiy nuie^ ...•..- '-'-'^ ■ ' 

Fiom ie\ Ljnie of ytalc, nil^eellaneuii- -oOiuce^ aaa taxes asseiscd |tnnr 

ioic5: v- •■-•••. -"H:.;;^?^ 

Fvclanded fiuin fon.ier al.i^<lj'll^^tl.a,^. . . . . .... .... . ; . . . - - . • . - fe-'' -' 

Eccehtd Hum riiiled !>tale^on atecmnt oi dchl ot Kepnblic, iK-relo- ^ _^_^ ^ 

fore paid In ibe btule r.-I'V",' b 

Intcrebt on United States B<)ud^ ............;,....- I'-'-'ii '•■" 

Spoeie received fioui-Scliool Fund for United States Bonds, trauriKired 

to taid Fund 

DlSBUBS E MEKTS — 

Paid on Treasury "Warrants 

Paid on Debt of late Republic ,•:••;; ■ • - \- • •,; 

Echequer bills and ProniissoiT notes delivered to CojnpL.rouer ,._. — 
Paid School Fund, being one-tenth of taxes assessed prior lo iyoi... . 
Uuited States Bonds ti-iinsferred to School Fund, in lieu ot Si>ecie i 

ceived from said Fund 

B/a»ANOE on hand, 31st October, 1857— 

In Lfnited States Bonds 

In Specie • 

$l,0'i4,6lli 50 





... .i._.>,.v. _-. 




*:i,5ii:,oi)i OU 


. 271,301 'JO 
i^,Ul(J U 

'. ':m i)0 
1,105 51 




33,000 00... 


. . . . 314, 67S 34 


. 1,^30,000 00 
16 10.. 


,. 1,230,010 16 



Abstract Report of Treasurer, 

AS EX-OFFICIO SUPERIINTENDEET OF SCHOOLS FOR 1S5G AND IS^T. 
Amount of the Principal of fund at the close of the year ending Oct. Slst, 1S56 $-3,15t) 000 i^ 

^Sof fond disbuKed for Schools durmgthe year , • ;;" ^ " 

Kumber of Scholars retui-ned for the year 185G ;;;;;:;;;;;;;; 'M$9t 
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Preface to the Texas Almanac for 1859.— With all our efforts to condense the lamest 
possible amount of matter into the smallest space, we have been compelled to postpone to- 
our next, many very valuable articles furnished by our friends and intended for this num- 
ber of our Almanac. But we hope they will excuse this omission, with the assurance that 
we feel under many obligations for their favors, which will receive our earliest attention 
Were all our articles in hand early in the year, we could make a more judicious selection 
but it sometimes happens that the articles promised are not received at all, or not in time' 
so that, after waiting for them, we have to supply their place with others. Our readers will 
aeed no other explanation for the omission of some few articles which they had reason to 
expect, but we hope the other articles given will prevent any disappointment, especially as 
we Imve given more in the aggregate than we promised. We may remark that the histoiy of 
the Texas Navy was not completed in time for this number, as the material was not so readilc 
within our reach as we had expected. The destruction of official documents by the burning 
of the Adjutant General's office, occasions much additional trouble and delay in supplying 
this deficiency in the pubUc archives. The liistory of our Navy will, however, be given in 
OUT next. Among other articles thus postponed for our next Almanac, we may name the 
following: Railroad Loan Law ; Land Donation Law ; New Railroad Charters; Rematks 
on the Railroads of Texas ; Full list of ail the men massacred in the Alamo ; Full list of all 
ihe men massacred at Goliad under Fannin ; Order of Masons in Texas ; ditto of Odd Fel- 
lows -, Grand Temple of Honor of Western Texas; ditto of Eastern Texas ; History of San 
Antonio; r)escription of the Rio Grande Valley; State Charitable Institutions; Historical 
S^ietcli, by an Old Texian ; Various acts of the Legislature and appropriations for frontier 
protection, etc., &c. 

It will be seen that the chief interest in the following pages arises from the contributiocs 
of our friends in various parts of the State, giving facts and incidents of our past history, of 
statistics, etc., never before published. To such contributors we cannot sufficiently acknowl- 
edge our obligations ; and we can only here express the hope that the efforts we have made 
to properly arrange and place before «he people of Texas the valuable information they have 
furnished us, will meet their approval, and encourage them to continue their aid to the fu- 
ture numbers of the Texas Almanac. We are under especial obligations to several of the 
heads of Departments in xYustin, and other Officers, for their great kindness in aiding our 
Assistant, Mr. T. J. Patterson, and placing within his reach all the documents necessary to 
enable him to compile our valuable statistical tables, which was a work of great labor. 'We 
are indebted to the same gentlemen for many other acts of courtesy and kindness, evidencing 
the great interest they take in our enterprise, by means of which the valuable information 
within their control, is thus placed before all the people of Texas in the shortest possible 
time, and ii^the cheapest form that can be devised. We regret much that some of the coun- 
ties are not embraced in these tables, owing to the failure of the returns to reach the Depart- 
ments in time ; but this is the first time the returns have been required to be made so early, 
and we may expect that Assessors and Collectors will hereafter be better prepared to compiv 
with the requirements of the new law. 

We cannot hope that the following pages will be found free from errors, and some perhaps 
.sevious; the^^ were unavoidable under the circumstances ; but we assure our friends that our 
subsequent numbers shall always make the corrections as far as we are enabled to do so, as 
strict accurac}'' is our great end and aim. Justice to the truth of our history and to every 
individual connected with it, shall be our controling maxim as long as we continue to pub- 
lish the Texas Almanac, and the mistakes that have been or may hereafter be pointed out to 
us, shall be corrected. With these few remarks, we again submit our little annual to the 
public, with our heartfelt thanks for their generous patronage thus far, and with our assu- 
rances that we shall spare no labor or expense to deserve their future encouragement and 
support. 

Based upon a law of the last Legislature requiring oflicial Returns, Reports, etc., to be 
made by the last day of August, we promised that ou)- Almanac should be issued early in 
October, and but for the unfortunate epidemic of this city, which reduced our hands nearly 
one-half by sickness among them, and by the acclimated being called to attend upon the suffer- 
i Dg, we should have fulfilhzd our promise to the letter. 

] DISTRICT OF SALURIA, 

Indiaxgla, July eith, IsjS. 
Messrs. Riciiardsox & Co., (ralreston — 

Girntlemcn .-—In answer to your cuxular in«iuiries for statistical information, preparatorv 
for the Texas Almanac for 1S59, I have the pleasure to submit the following: 

Tlie District of Saluria embraces all that portion of the State south and west of iMata- 
gorda and Wharton counties, and north and east of and including Nueces county. The 
port of entry in said district is at La Salle, and the ports of delivery are Lavaca, Matagorda, 
Aransas, Copano, Corpus Christi, San Antonio and Eagle Pass. 

Salaries as stated in the Almanac forlSoS, and current expenses for collecting the revenue, 
about the same. 

The amount of duties collected in the district for the fiscal year ending June 30th, ISoS, is 
a fraction less than $7,000. 

For statement of importations from foreign countries, see memorandum as rendered by 
Oapt. Buche, and herewith enclosed. 

^Ve will soon have six Lights ; a condensed statement of the kind and position, would be 
valuable information for the seafaring portion of jcrnv patrons. 

Your obedient servant, D. M. STAPP. 
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NEW POSTOFFICES IN TEXAS. 



Imported mtUTJUtrict of Saluria, from Sept. 1st. 1^1, to June 80^7^, 185S.— 4iX)ij' 
pounds of lead ; 3190 pounds of sugar ; 8T2 cwt. of wheat flour ; 16514 bushels of com ; 
20>S78 pounds of wool, animals, raw-hides, pepper, &c. 

Trade of Indionola..—\S^Q are indebted to Mr. Stapp for the following statement of the 
Indianola trade for the j^ear ending July 1st., 1S5S : , t f 

Imported.— Tha total amounts of merchandise and groceries received over Sparks whart, 
•rom the 1st July, ISST, to the 1st July, 1S5S, sum up 109,890 barrels of five cubic feet, be- 
sides ;3S,22S sacks corn, 4,870 sacks oats, 148 bales hay, 261,188 feet lumber, 10,000 bricks, 
160,566 lbs and 215 bars iron, SI horses, 8 head blooded cattle and 4 sheep, a large amount of 
specie on freight, and sundry vehicles. The merchandise received over Runge k Sheppard 3 
wharf, since May 22d, (the day of its completion,) up to the 1st inst., amounts to 18,4;<r bar- 
rels, exclusive of specie and sundry packages not measured as barrels. 

Skcported.— For the vear ending July 1st, over Sparks' wharf, 5,930 bales cotton, 108 bales 
wool, 42 bales moss, 9,532 beef cattle, 10,188 beef hides, 63 bales peltries, 384 barrels pecans, 
8 barrels tallow, 47 barrels beefs, 4,622 feet lumber, specie and sundry other articles. Over 
Runge & Sheppard's wharf, 184 baies cotton. 111 bales wool, 1,586 beef cattle, 4^^8 beef hides, 
24 horses, specie, etc. These exports dp not include what was received by vessels^ in port 
from lighters from the bayou landing, nor from other bay ports, and the imports given are 
exclusive of the portions of cargoes discharged upon lighters for the bayou landing and other 
bay ports, by vessels from New York, Pensacola, etc. 

We have been disappointed in not receiving a statement of the trade of Port Lavaca, 
which a friend had promised us. 

NEW POST OFFICES EST TEXAS. 

The following is a complete list of all the new Post Offices that have been created since the 
publication of our Almanac for 1858, so far as can be ascertained. We must refer our read- 
ers to our last Almanac for the Post Oflices previously established, as we wish to avoid repub- 
lishing the same matter in two successive issues. Some changes have been made in the 
eounties of the old Post Offices, by the creation of new counties by the last Legislature, and 
these are corrected below. Those who wish the full list may obtain it by ordering an Al- 
manac for 1858, at 25 cents, of which we have a few on hand. 



Okficks. 


COU^JTIES 

. . .IMcLennaii . 


Okficxs. 
..Hedwjgs HiU.. 


Counties. 
^lason 


0/ Fines." 


Cov^riii:s . 


Amanda 


..Pleasant Yalley... 


..Palo Pinto... 


Anacosta 


...Panola 


..Henry 


Rusk . . 


..Plc-a.s:\uton 


..Atriscosa 


Ashland 


...Tarrant .... 


. .Hor^iehead 


Rusk 


..Piedmont Springs. 


. .CrnncA ...... 


Ashton 


...bhelbv 


. .Ingle.side 


Nueces .... 


..PineC'-eek 


..Red Riyer... 


Black ]>ou it 


...Refugio 


..Meta 


El Paso 


, .Pine Spiings 


...Houston 


Beck vi lie 


...Panola 


..Irishtown 


BrazOs 


. .Prairiu Point 


..(^Morado 


Bcaslev'y Store. . 


...Sal)ine...... 


. ..Taekson 


McLennan.. 


..Reunion 


..Dalkt. 


Brussel 


...Rusk 


. .Jolnisou 


....Caldwell... 


..Ridge 


..( lolf.r-.do..... 


Cane limneli 


,.,ku.n 


..Jaeksboro 


Jack 


. .Russe.rs Storv 


.J'alo Pinto... 


Oloavkmd 


...I^>lk 


..Keodiiel Valiev 


' Palo Pnitu. 


..Round Lake 

..Ruraf Shade 


, ..(70ii7.ale<. .... 


Cheseland 


...Ani:rlin;i... 


. .Logansport 


Shelbv 


, ..Xavarro 


Chelse;) 


do 


Majiomet 


Burnett.... 


. .Sr.encer 


...Red River... 


Oedar Bluft' 


...I'l.lk 


..MeAnnalley.s 1 


>end.Lanipas.sas . 


..Science Hill , 


...Hender^uu... 


Cherry Spvnia:.s. . 


...(iilicspi.,' ... 


..McCardv...'.... 


Harrison.... 


. .Striekling's , 


...Bun-et 


Colsharp 


...ll.Misrou ... 


..Milto...' 


Anderson . . 


. .Shrevopoit 


...Harrison 


Concord 


.. Hunliii , 


. .Mt.Calm 


Limestone.., 


..Shook's Blutr 


...Cherokee 


Delphin 


...Parker 


..Mosj^v Creek... 


Jefferson..., 


,. Snow Hill 


...Titus 


Double Horn 


...r.iunett... . 


, .MoodysRoad.. 


Leon 


..Soutli Sulphur... 


. ..j'^annin 


Ella 


/I'll Us , 


. .Mari Ann 


Harris 

Bo.sque .. .. 


. .S..ntliL\'ola.n , 

, .Sour Sprij) gs 


...r,eil 


Evergreen 


.. .Washington 


"..INeill's Creek... 


...r>o-ii7-Ms 


Flat Pond 


.. .]'.0.>i.]U(.' .... 


. .Poland's Pviver 


Trinity 


..Trinity Mill. 


...Dallas 


FlagPoinr 


...Willi-nn.M>n 


..Oxford 


Faj-ette 


. .TLonpsor-ville.. ., 


...Conzales .... 


Frankville 


L^.nll 


..Onrage P.O... 


.....Orange ., .., 


..Valletta Ranche., 


...Denton 


Fort Ma >o 11 


!;iMusui)*!'*'', 


..ParksviUe 


Polk 


..Waker^yille 


. ..McLenaAii.. . 


F.Milton 


...Yau Zaiidt. 


..Placido 


Hopkins ... 


..Watertowii 


, ..Johnson 


Qxwn Hill 


...Titus 


..Palo Pinto 


Palo Pinto. 


..WallisviUe 


..ChamKrs .... 




Palo Pinto. 


. .Perdinales 

.Peytonville..,. 


Travis 

Williamson. 


..Waller',. Store..., 
..Wichita 


Austin .... 


I-ramilton 


!'."Hara!l1:on..'. 


'.'.'.WichW^ 










Wolf Branch 


..Red IV- v.,. 















Texas Cotton Shipped by Red River to New Orleans. 

A gentleman residing in Jefferson, Cass county, in whose accuracy we place muchi confi- 
dence, estimates the amount of Texas Cotton shipped from the different points on Red ICiver 
to New Orleans, as follows. lie thinks the figures a near approximation to the truth ; t&ey 
are given for last year's crop : 

From Jefferson, 25,000 bales; Smithland, 5,000; Benton, 8,000; Port Caddo, 5,000 ; Ssraa- 
son's Landing, 8,000 ; 5 or 6 Landings on the Lake, 8,000 ; Monterey, 1,500; Shrevepo-rt, 
6«,000; Grand Ecore, 10,000; Above the Raft, 20,000. Total, 150,000. 

This estimate may possibly be found erroneous, but we give it with the hope that, if erroa- 
eous, some of our friends in the East will give us the correction for our next Almanac. 
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TEXAS ALMAKAC. 



GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office is not required to make any re- 
port of the transactions of the department for the present year, consequently no 
accnrate statement can be given of the exact condition of our land affairs. In the 
absence of any official statement, the following is as near a correct synopsis as oan 
be furnished : 

The liabilities for land, liquidated and unliquidated, reported by the Acn^es. 
Commissioner to 1st November 1S5Y, amounted to ' - - - 51,529,69© 

This amount has been increased by A&res. 

Lands granted by Legislature of 185Y-68 _ - - - 280,557 
Headrights issued by Commissioner of Claims _ _ _ 4,8-19 

Bounty Warrants issued by Commissioner of Claims - - "7,680 
Donation " ct .: u u _ _ 2,560 

Land Scrip, " " '^ " - - 28,160 

Land Scrip issued by the Commissioner General Land Office, 68,480 — 39li,28^ 

Total ------ 51,921,976 

A-Ccording to the Commissioner's Eeport, of November 1st, 1857, there had been 
Returned and Patented, ------ 32,508,911 Acres. 

Eeturned and not Patented, ----- 12,673,722 '\ 

Leaving Outstanding, ------ 6,347,057 " 

51,529,690 

Since that time there have been returne 1 to the office about 3,000,000 " 
Patented since November 1st, 1857, about - - - 2,500,000 " 

Makiuf^ total amount of land Returned and Patented, - 35,008,911 " 

" u u (. cc and not Patented, 13,173,722 '• 

'c. '' '^ ^> Outstanding. - 3,739,345 " 



51,921,976 
In this estimate the lands, surveyed for the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, 
under bond filed in accordance "^'ith the 2d section of the Genejral Railroad Act of 
1854, are not included. Said company has filed a copy of a contract for the com- 
-oletion of two Sections of the road, and given the necessary bond, entitling them 
LO have surveyed SOO Sections of land, and have had surveyed and returned to the 
Land oifice 185 Sections, or 117,600 acres. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

Area of the State. 175,5&4;,oG0 Acres. 

Titled by Spain and Mexico, - - _^- 22,5S4,4S4 

^."'laims originating under the Republia and State 

of Texas, inclu<£ng grants o o ntirmed by the act 

of 10th Pebruary, 1854, - - - - h\,^'^\,'d'1^ 

74,506,460—74,506,460 " 
L-.virii^ the amount of unencumbered Public Domain, 101^083,100 Acre^. 

DISTRICT OF TEXAS— PORT OF GALVESTON. 

We have no space to give the commercial details of this port. The receipts of cotton during 
the past commercial year were 11S,32S 1->alos, an increase of over ,30 per cent, more than for 
the previous year, and near '25 per cent, over the receipts of any other year. The increase 
in the chipping ha'^ also been about in the same proportion, the number ot vessels entered of 
rdl. la ses^, having been ;3.55. 117,391 bales of cotton have been shipped ft-om this port during 
the past year valued at $6,4!>6,5.)5, Nvhich is an increase of near two and a hah rrnUions of 
doilLso^er any previoiis year. Nearly one-half of these shipments ol cotton have oeen 
rnade?o European ports. A very large increase m the trade of Galveston must certamly 
1 etultft'omth^e connection with the Railroads of the interior, now under contract to be com- 

^'a lai^e^fSn of S^ tJade of Galveston is now being done by a class of .ve^ls tlaat can- 
ned c?o.^rrbai with full freights, and they theretore ^^^"^^'f^-^ftl^^'l^^^^^^ 
or a lar?e portion of them, in the outer harbor. Vessels carrying between u 000 and 4,0<}0 
?4lts of rotton have left this port for Europe during the past year and the port charges and 
oU^e^fxTenseJhavIb^^^^ smaller thin in New Orleans. No accidents or losses have 

iver yXccuTredlnthr^ the heaviest stoiTns, and, with steam tug hghters, 

he largest class of vessels may receive as much dispatch as at our wharves. 
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ECLIPSES IN 1859. 

There will be six Eclipses in the year 1859, namely, two of the Moon and four 
^f the Sun : , ■ , 

I. A partial Eclipse of the Sun, February 2d, invisible at Washington. This 
Eclipse begiiiS on tlie Earth, 2d, 8h. Ini., Wa^-hiiigton mean time, in longitude 
3450 5' west of Wasiiingtun, and latitude 05° 47' Suutli. 

II. A total Ech'pse of the Moon, 15th February, visible at Washington, com* 
mences at 2li. d'dtu. and enda at 8h. 17m, 

in. A partial iilcHpse of the Sun, 4ih March, 3h. Ura., invisible at Wasliington, 

IV. A partial Echpse of the Sun, visible at Washington, begins 3b. 2()m. July 
29th. This Eclipse is very small, occurs about an hour before sunset, and is visible 
•in the Northern and Middle States. 

V. A total Eclipse of the Moon, 13th August, invisible in the United States. 
VL A parti.il Eclipse of the San, 28th Auifust, invisible in the United States. 
The most important Eclipse of 1859 is that of the ITlli of February, 

At Galveston, Texas. 
This Eclipse begins on the morning of the 17th, 2h. 24m. Total from 3b. 21m. 
to 5q. 7m., and ends in Galveston at 6h. 22m. 

MOBNING AND EVENING STARS. 

Venus will be the mornip-g star until September 26th, and evening star the rest 
-of the year. Mars will be evening star until July 20th, and raornmg star the rest ot 
the year. Saturn will be morning star until January 27ch, then evening star until 
August 8th, and morning star the rest of the year. Jupiter will be evening star 
until June 24th, and morning star the rest of the year. Mercury will be in a posi- 
tion favorable for observation on the 30Lh of March, 28ih of July, and 21st of 
November; seen in the West near sun-set. Just before sun-rise it may be seen 
on the 24th of January, the 21st of May, and 16th of September. 

ASTRONOMICAL CHARACTERS. 

O Sun; O Moon^ 5 Mercury; $ Venus; Earth; S Mars; 1^ Jupiter; 
^ Saturn; I^I Uranus; 6 same Longitude, or near each other; a 90<^ apart ; 
S opposition or 180° apart. 

Su;ns of the Zodiac. — T Aries; » Taurus; n Getmini; © Cancer; ^ Leo; 
■rrn Virgo; ^ Libra; ttl Scorpio; ^ Sagittarius; \3 Capricorn; ^Aquarius; 
^'' Pieces. 

A^'pecis and Nodes— 6 Conjunction ; * Sextile, 00° ; c Quartile, 90° ; A Trine, 

:0Q; a Opposition, 180*^; Q Ascendiijg Node ; t5 Descending: Node. 

EQUINOXES AND SOLSTICES. 

Vernal Equinox, Mardi 20 4 28 ev. 

Summer Solstice, June 21 I 6 ev. 

Autumnal Equinox, Sept. 23 3 , 17 mo, I 

Winter Solstice, Dec 21 9 4 ev, 

D. H., M. 

Tropical Y^ar, 365 5 57 ; 

Sun north of the Equator, 186 10 50 
Sua south of the Equator, 178 19 7 j 

Dominical Letter C ; Golden Number, 16; Jewish Lunar Cycle, 13; Epact, 15; 
SoliT Cycle, 19 ; Julian Period, 6571 ; Supposed age of the world, 5801 years. 
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(4) 3d Sunday after Epiphany. 
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(6) 4th Sunday after Epiphany. 
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1 48 


4 


9 


m 




12 


Th. 


5 3 


6 49 


2 19 


4 


10 


:£i: 


J. Jay d. 1785. 


U 


Fr. 


5 2 


6 50 


2 48 


4 


11 


dOiz 




14 


Sa. 


5 2 


6 50 


3 37 


4 


11 


^ 


® gr. libr. 


(20) 3d Sunday afier Easter. 


Day's length 13h. 50m. 


15 


§. 


5 1 


6 51 


3 49 


4 


13 


m 




16 


M. 


5 


6 52 


rises. 


4 


P. 


n 




17 


Tu. 


4 59 


6 52 


8 5 


4 


15 


^ 


Revo, Venice, 1779. 


18 


VV. 


4 58 


6 53 


9 3 


4 


16 


^ 


Matiira. taken, 1846. ® lowest. 


19 


rh. 


4 58 


6 54 


9 52 


4 


17 


\'3 


St. Dunstan. 5 gr. eloog. W. 


20 


Fr. 


4 57 


6 54 


10 36 


4 


18 


Y3 


ti^ayette d. 1834. 


21 


Sa. 


4 57 


6 55 


11 15 


4 


19 


/C^ 




(21) 4th Sunday after Easter 


Day's length 13h. 58m. 


22|S. 


4 67 


6 55 


11 48 


4 


20 


aw' 




23 M. 


4 56 


6 56 


morn. 


3 


21 


/>AV 




24,Tu. 


4 56 


6 56 


16 


3 


22 


K 


Putnam d. 1790. 


25 


VV. 


4 55 


6 57 


42 


3 


23 


^ 


M 6 Q 


2n 


Th. 


4 55 


6 57 


1 8 


3 


24 


K 




27lFr. 


4 54 


6 58 


1 34 


3 


25 


T 


Calvin d. 1564 


28 


;sa. 


4 54 


6 58 


2 1 


3 


26 


T 


Webster d. 1843. 




(22) 6lh Sunday after Easter 


Day's length 14h. 6m. 


29 


S. 


4 53 


6 59 


2 32 


3 


27 


« 


Rogutiou. Pat. Henry d. 17y9. 


30 


M. 


4 53 


6 59 


3 11 


3 


28 


« 


[€) c5 $ 


31 


Ta. 


4 63 


7 


sets. 


3 


29 


n 


Stony Point taken, 1779. 


3iva:oc 


>I«T'S iPii^^^SBS- 


D. 11. M. 


j>. n. M. 


New Moon, 2 3 46 


ev. Full Moon, 16 2 43 ev. 


First Quarter, 9 10 39 


mo.. Third Quarter, 24 4 31 ev. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



6th Month. 



JUNE, 1859. 



30 Ihiys. 



incridian of 
Galveston. 



Sun 
Rises. 



Sim 

Sets. 



Moon 
E.&S, 






Aspects of Planets and 
other Miscellanies. 



w. 
ri). 

Ft, 
Sa. 



H. M. 
4 53 
4 53 
4 53 
4 52 



7 1 

7 1 

7 2 

7 2 



II. 11. 
7 59 
9 1 
9 55 

10 40 



n 



^ 



St Nicomede. © hi^h. \^ 6 6 
Ascension. ^ 6 U 
Gaines d. 1849. © perib. 
€) 6 ^ 





[23) 


Ascension Sunday. 








Day's length 14b. llm. 


5 


S. 


4 52 


7 3 


11 18 


2 


4 


^ 




6 


M. 


4 52 


7 3 


11 64 


2 


6 


m 


' 


1 


ru. 


4 52 


7 4 


morn. 


2 


6 


m 


$ 6 U 


8 


w. 


4 52 


7 4 


21 


1 


7 


zC^ 




9 


rii. 


4 52 


7 5 


30 


1 


8 


:^ 


Jackson d. 1845. 


]0 


Pr. 


4 52 


7 5 


1 19 


1 


9 


zCh 


Riot<^ in Boston, '68. ® gr. libr. 


11 


Sa. 


4 52 


7 6 


1 51 





10 


m 


St. Barnabas. 



(24) "Whit Sunday. 



Day's length 14h. 14m- 



ru, 
w. 
rh. 

Fr. 

Sa. 



2 25 

3 4 
rises. 

7 47 

8 33 

9 14 
9 47 



N. Y. incor. 1665. 

© lowest. 

J. K. Polk d. 1849. 

War with Great Brit, 1812. 

St Alban. Bunker Hill, 1775. 

© apogee. 



(25) Trinity Sunday. 



Day's length 14h. 18m. 



M. 

ru. 
rb. 

Fr. 



10 18 

10 44 

11 9 
11 34 
11 39 
morn. 

28 



$ (5 Iff 5? Pup. 6 
Akensided. 1772. ^ 6 
Nativity John Baptist. 
U 6 O f) gr. libr. 



(26) 1st Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length lOh. 59m. 



M. 
Tu. 
W. 
Ch. 



4 53 
4 53 
4 54 
4 54 
4 54 



7 11 
7 11 
7 11 
7 11 
7 11 



1 2 

1 39 

2 28 
set?. 
7 42 



Cromwell d 1658. 

^ 6 $ ^6 2 
St Peter. © high. 
Tobago taken 1793. 



® 6U 
® 6 6 



3yE003Sr'S I^tluiVSES- 



JJ'ew Mooii, 
First Quarter, 
Full Moon, 



n. M. 
1 IS mo. 
4 53 ev. 
4 23 mo. 



Third Quarter, 23 8 37 mo. 
New MooD^ 30 8 46 mo. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



7th Month JULY, 1869. 31 Days. 




Meridian of 








Cialvcstou. 






S 


^ 


Sun 


Sun 


Moon 


3i 1 


OT 

a 


Aspects of Planets and 


p 


P 


Rises. 


Sets. 


R. &S. 


="-!•; 




other Miscellanies. 


1 


H. M. 


H. M. H. M. 


M. D. 1 






I'Fr. 


4 55 


7 11 8 29 


3 


1 


© 


€) peri. 


2JSh. 


4 55 


7 11 9 IG 


3 


2 


^ 


O in apoo-ee. 


(27) i 


Id SuDday afier Triuity. 




Day's leui^th l4li. 15m. 


3S. 


4 56 


7 11 


9 50 


3 


3 


^^ 




4M. 


4 i.G 


7 11 


10 22 


3 


4 


TTC 


Pranfi. of V. M. Independence. 


5 


Tu. 


4 57 


7 1 L 


10 52 


3 


5 


TIS 


Bat. Cnippewa, 1814. 


6 


W. 


4 57 


7 11 


11 21 


4 


6 


-^- 


.Mnrsliall d. 1835. 


1 


I'll. 


4 58 


7 If 


11 52 


4 


7 


£1: 


Siieridun d. ISIG. ® gr. libr. 


8 


Pr. 


4 58 


7 10 


morn. 


4 


s 


m 


Oen. Taylor (1. 1850. 


9 


Sa. 


4 59 


T 10 


2<3 


4 


9 


m 


Braddofk def. 177.\ 


(28) , 


id San day afier Trinity. 




Day's length 14h. 10m. 


lOS. 


5 


7 10 


1 4 


4 


10 


m 




11 


\f. 


5 


7 10 


1 46 


5 


U 


# 




12 


Tu. 


5 1 


7 9 


2 3(3 


5 


12 


# 


© low^est. 


13 


W. 


5 1 


7 9 


3 30 


6 


13. 


x-^ 




14 


rii. 


5 2 


T 9 


llS'rS. 


5 


l^\ 


x-^ 


French Rev. 1789. ^ 6 ^ 


15 


Fr, 


5 3 


7 8 


7 48 


5 


15 


A^W^ 


St. SwirliHri. 


16 


Sa. 


5 3 


7 8 


8 20 


6 


IG 


^'^ 


St: iiy Po'.nt ta. 1779. (D apo. 


(29) 


4tli Sunday after T/iui^} 




Day'vS length 14h. 4m. 


17 


S. 


5 4 


7 8 


8 47 


(5 


17 


/^^ 


Ij.it. Warsaw, 1815. 


18 


M. 


5 4 


7 7 


9 11 


G 


18 


X 




19 


ru. 


5 5 


7 7 


9 37 


6 


19 


X 




20 


w. 


5 5 


7 6 


10 3 


6 


20 


T 


St. Margaret. 2 6 U 


21 


Th. 


5 C 


7 6 


10 29 


6 


21 


T 


Canada di^. 1496. 6 6 O 


22' Fr. 


5 7 


7 5 


' 10 59 


6 


22 


op 


M«ry Ma-dakii. $ in Q 


23!Sh. 


5 7 


7 5 


11 34 


6 


23 


« 


Bat. Bridgevvaier,M4. ® K^ HK 




(30) 


5tl) Sunday afttr T/iitit^ 




Day s length 13(i. 56m. . 


2d 


S. 


5 8 


7 4 


morn. 


♦5 


24 


« 




2f) 


.\f. 


5 8 


7 3 


17 


6 


25 


n 


St. James. 


2i-i 


rti. 


5 9 


7 3 


1 8 


6 


2G 


n 


-r. Anne. (5) hi;?h. 


27 


^'. 


5 10 


7 2 


2 12 


G 


27 


© 


Pyrenees, 1813. ^ 6U 


28 


rh. 


5 11 


7 1 


3 23 


6 


28 


© 


m 6 2 


20 


Fr. 


5 11 


7 


sels. 


6 


N. 


^ 


O ech'psed. ^ 6 $ €) perl 


30 


Sfi. 


5 12 


7 


7 31 


G 


1 


^^ 


Doo-d:-iyrt bej^in. © <5 ^ . 


(31) 


HUi Sunday after Tjiuitj 




I'ay's length 13h. 4Gm. 


SIS. 


5 12 6 59 1 8 2i» 


G 1 2 I IW 1 


<i*>!dc(a(iU.S 'i>.^. 5gr. -Innt/. K. 




3s^OO 


usT'S i=»h:^ 


SES. 




D. 11. M. 




j>. n. M. 


Fi 


rst Quarter, 7 11 36 ( 


jv. Thir 


d auarter, 21 9 9 ev. 


Fu 


111 Moon, 14 6 35 


5V. Ne'W 


r Mood, 29 3 26 ev. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



8th Month. AUGUST, 1859. 



31 Days. 



Merldia.n of 
Galveston, 



Sun 
Rises. 









d 


CO 


Sun 


Moon 


§1 


CO 


li> 


Sfits. 


K&S. 


m 






CQ 


© 


© 


H. M. 


H. M, 


M. 


D. 




6 58 


8 51 


6 


3 


Tm 


« 57 


9 22 


G 


4 


£1: 


6 5G 


9 53 


6 


5 


£V 


6 55 


10 25 


6 


6 


:^ 


6 54 


11 2 


G 


7 


TTl 


6 53 


11 44 


5 


8 


ni 



Aspects of Planets and 
other Miscellanies. 



Tu. 
VV. 
Tl.. 
Fr. 
Sa. 



Lara mas Day, 

Burr's Trial, 1807. 
Barguyiiod. 1792. 

Transfi.enration. 



(32) 7th Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length 13h. 35m. 



7 


S. 


5 17 


6 62 


morn. 


5 


9 


t 


Name of Jesus. 




8 


M. 


5 18 


6 51 


32 


5 


10 


t 


^ 6 O 




9 


Tu. 


5 18 


G 50 


1 24 


5 


11 


V3 


® low. "^(5 




10 


w. 


5 19 


G 49 


2 20 


5 


12 


\3 


vSr. Lawrence. 




11 


Th. 


6 20 


G 48 


3 17 


5 


13 


/w 


Bdrbald d. 1768 




12 


Fr. 


5 20 


G 47 


rises. 


5 


14 


^ 


® apoj^ee. 




13 


Sa. 


5 21 


6 46 


6 51 


5 


P. 


fAV 


Sheridan d 1788. 


O eclipsed. 



(33) 8tli Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length 13h. 23m. 



14 S. 


5 22 


G 45 


7 16 


5 


16 


^r 






15 


M. 


5 2^ 


G 44 


7 41 


5 


17 


K 






IG 


Tu. 


5 23 


G 43 


8 7 


4 


18 


T 


Albany bt. 


1848. 


17 


W. 


6 24 


G 42 


8 33 


4 


19 


T 






18 


Th. 


5 24 


G 41 


9 2 


4 


20 


T 






19 


Fr. 


5 25 


G 40 


9 34 


4 


21 


« 




[€) gr. libr. 


20 


Sa. 


5 26 


G 39 


10 11 


4 


22 


« 


^ 6 ^; 


$ ^ and ^ close. 



(34) 9th Sunday after Trinity. 



Daj's length 13li. 11m. 



21 


S. 


5 27 


G 38 


10 59 


3 


23 


n 




22 


L\f. 


5 27 


6 37 


11 53 


3 


24 


n 


® high. $ c5 ^ 


23 


Tu. 


6 28 


6 36 


morn. 


3 


25 


© 




24 


W. 


5 29 


G 35 


1 


3 


26 


© 


Bartholomew. <i> 6 U $ and $ 


25 


Th. 


5 29 


6 34 


2 12 


2 


27 


i7, 


Bat. Crecy, 1347. 


26 


Fr. 


5 30 


6 33 


3 26 


2 


28 


^. 


® peri. 


27 


Sa. 


5 31 


6 32 


set?. 


1 


N. 


m 


B.Mt. L. L 1776. U in Q 



(35) 10th Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length 13b. Om. 



28 S. 


5 32 


G 31 


6 46 


1 


1 


TH? 


5 n.r. 6 O 


29 M. 


5 32 


G 29 


7 19 


1 


2 


W 


John Bapt. beheaded. 


30,Tu. 


5 33 


6 28 


7 60 


1 


3 


£^ 


Webster huiio-, 1850. 


31|VV. 


5 34 


6 27 


8 24 





4 


:£b 


Butiyan d. 1688. ^ 6 $ 



IvCOOKT'S 1^1-iuft.SES. 



First Quarter, 
Full Moon, 



5 9 3 mo. 
13 10 17 mo. 



Third Quarter, 21 7 28 mo. 
New Moon, 27 10 7 ev. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



9tli Month. SEPTEMBER, 1859. 30 Days. 




Meridian of 






Galveston. 




S 


N 


Sim 


Sun 


Moon 


ni 


05 
bo 


1 


Aspects of Planets and 


p 


P 


Eises. 


Sets. 


R. &:S. 


03 




other Miscellanies. 






11. M. 


U. M. 


11. ji. 


M. 


D. 






1 


Th. 


5 35 


6 25 


8 59 


1 


5 


TTl, 


St. Giles. 


2 


Fr. 


5 35 


6 24 


9 41 


1 


6 


m 


(S) gr. libr. 


3 


Sa 


n 36 


6 22 


10 27 


1 


7 


^ 


Treaty of Peace. 


(36) 


1 1th Sunday after Trinit)-. Daj's length r2h. 44m. 


4 


^. 


5 37 


6 21 


11 15 


1 


8 


^ 


® low. 


5 


M. 


5 37 


6 20 


morn. 


1 


9 


V3 




G 


ru. 


5 38 


6 19 


13 


2 


10 


V3 


Lafoyelteb. 1757. ^ 6 $ 


1 


w. 


5 38 


6 18 


1 11 


2 


11 


^ 


Emurchup. 


8 


Th. 


5 39 


6 16 


2 8 


2 


12 




Nat. of Mary. ® apogee. 


9 


Kr. 


5 40 


6 15 


3 7 


2 


13 


/•rtV 


Bat. Ea. Sp. 1781. 


10 


Sa. 


5 40 


6 14 


4 3 


2 


14 


^ 


Perry's vie. 1813. 


(37) 


12th Sunday after Trinity. Day's length 12h. 31m. 


11 


^. 


5 41 


6 12 


rises. 


3 


15 


K 




12 


M. 


5 42 


6 11 


6 12 


3 


F. 


^ 




13 


Tu. 


5 43 


6 9 


6 36 


3 


17 


T 


Moscow b't '12. ^ gr. elong.W. 


14 


\v. 


5 43 


6 8 


7 4 


4 


18 


T 


Holy Cross Tf. '^ 6 6 


16 


Th. 


5 44 


6 1 


7 36 


4 


19 


« 


Ohio Ad. 1803. 


16 


Fr. 


5 45 


6 6 


8 13 


5 


20 


« 




17 


Sa. 


5 46 


6 5 


8 55 


5 


21 


« 


Quebec taken, 1759. ® gr. lihr. 


(38) 13th Sunday after Trinity. Day's length 12h. 17in. 


18^. 


5 47 


6 4 


9 48 


5 


22 


n 


Nep. (9 


19'M. 


5 47 


6 3 


10 49 


6 


23 


n 




20'Tu. 


5 48 


6 2 


11 54 


6 


24 


© 


C. Carroll b. 1737. ® high. 


2l|\V. 


5 48 


6 


morn. 


6 


25 


G 


St. Matthew. (B 6 U 


22 Th. 


5 49 


5 59 


1 6 


7 


26 


^, 


Arnold's Trea. 1780. 


23 Fr. 


5 50 


5 57 


2 18 


7 


27 


^ 


Andre ta. 1780. © 6 ^ 


24 Sa. 


5 50 


5 55 


3 30 


7 


28 


m 


(B 6 $ © peri. 


(39) 14th Sunday after Trinity. Day's length 12h. 3m. 


25 


S. 


5 51 


5 54 


6 45 


8 


29 


M 


Bat. Mont. 1846. © 6 S 


2rt 


Vf. 


5 52 


5 53 


6 18 


9 


N. 


d^ 


Sc. Cyprian. ® 6 2 


27 


Til. 


5 52 


5 51 


6 55 


9 


1 


zCh 


2 sup. 6 O 


28 


W. 


5 52 


5 50 


7 34 


9 


2 


TTl 


Bt. Detroit, 1813. ® gr. libr. 


99 


Th. 


5 53 


5 48 


7 49 


10 


3 


m 


St. Michael. 


30 


?T. 


5 53 


5 47 


8 19 


10 


4 


t 


St. Jerome. 




zynoojST'S fpi-^sss. 




D, n. M. i>. n. M, 


Fi 


rst Quarter, 3 9 46 ev. Third Quarter, 19 3 66 ev. 


Fi 


ai Moon, 12 2 13 mo. New Moon, 26 7 86 mo. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



lOih Month. OCTOBER, 1859. 3l Days. 





ineridian of 
Galveston. 






Sun 
Eises. 


Sun 

Sets. 


Moon 
E.&S. 




a5 

b 





Aspects of Planets and 
other Miscellanies. 


] 


Sn. 


11. iM. 

5 5-J- 


6 45 


H. xM. 

9 9 


10 


D. 

5 


^ 


S^. Remigius. 





(40) 


15th Sunday af 


ter Trinity. 






Day's length llh. 49m. 


2 


§. 


5 55 


5 44 


10 4 


10 


6 


V3 


Andr^ ex. 1780. © lowest. 


3 


M. 


5 55 


5 43 


11 2 


10 


7 


V3 




4 


Tu 


5 56 


5 42 


morn. 


11 


8 


\3 


Yermont ad. 1793. 


5 


\v. 


5 56 


5 41 


2 


11 


9 


j^ 




6 


rii. 


6 57 


5 40 


57 


12 


10 


/wv' 


Faith. ® apogee. 


n 


Fr. 


5 58 


5 38 


1 55 


12 


11 


^ 




8 


Sa. 


5 58 


5 37 


2 50 


12 


12 


y. 


S in aph. 



(41) IGih Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length llh. 37m. 



9|§. 
10 M. 
llTu. 

12 W. 

13 rh. 
14' Pr. 
15Sm. 



5 59 


5 36 


3 47 


12 


13 


^ 


6 


5 35 


4 42 


12 


14 


T 


6 


5 34 


rises. 


13 


F. 


T 


6 1 


5 33 


5 38 


13 


10 


r 


6 2 


5 32 


6 14 


13 


17 


« 


6 2 


5 31 


6 55 


13 


18 


« 


6 3 


5 29 


7 43 


13 


19 


n 



Gen. Pulaski d. 1779. 
^ in sup. 6 
Bahamas dis. 1492. 
W. Penn b. 1644. 
Brock killed, 1812. 
(D gT. libr. 
Murat shot, 1815. 



(42) 17 Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length llh. 24m. 



16 


S. 


6 4 


5 28 


8 41 


14 


20 


n 


17 


M. 


6 4 


5 26 


9 46 


14 


21 


G 


18 


Tu. 


6 5 


5 25 


10 54 


14 


22 


© 


19 


W. 


6 6 


5 24 


morn. 


14 


23 


^. 


20 


Th. 


6 7 


5 23 


4 


14 


24 


^. 


21 


Fr. 


6 8 


5 22 


1 15 


15 


25 


m 


22 


Sa. 


6 8 


5 21 


2 23 


15 


28 


m 



N. Webster b. 17 58. ® high. 

If D O (S) 6U 

St. Luke. 

Cornwallis sur. 1781. § 6 5 

Balloons in '29. 

Bat. Trafalgar, ].S05. ® 6 ^ 

Red bank, 1777. © peri. 



(43) 18th Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length llh. lira. 



s. 


6 9 


5 20 


3 30 


15 


27 


^ 


M. 


6 10 


5 19 


4 38 


15 


28 


:£^. 


Tu. 


6 11 


5 18 


sets. . 


15 


N. 


^ 


W. 


6 11 


5 17 


5 26 


16 


1 


TTl, 


Th. 


6 12 


5 16 


6 


16 


2 


TTL 


Fr. 


6 13 


5 15 


6 59 


16 


3 


^ 


Sa. 


6 14 


5 14 


7 53 


16 


4 


^ 



(^ 6 $ 



St. Crispin. 

® 6 2 

Trea. Spain, 1795. €> gr. libr. 

SS. Siojon and Jude. 

J. jAdams b. 1735. ® lowest. 



(44) 19th Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length lOh. 58m. 



3()S. 


6 15 


5 13 


8 50 


16 


5 


\(3 


3i|m. 


6 15 


5 12 


9 49 


16 


6 


\'5 



3N^003Sr'3 I^HCJ^SES- 



First Quarter, 
Tnll Moon, 



2 14 ev. 
5 33 ev. 



Third Quarter, 
New Moon, 



19 

25 



24 ev. 
15 ev. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



11th Month. NOVEMBER, 1859. 30 Days. 





Mcridia7i of 








Galvcstou. 






N 


^ 


Sun 


Snn 


Moon 


^1 


8) 


w 

a 


Aspects of Planets and 


(=) 


P 


Rises. 


Sets. 


R.«&S. 




other Miscellanies. 


1 


IJ. u. 


H. M. 


11 M. 


M. 


D. 






ITu. 


6 16 


5 11 


morn. 


16 


1 




i^ll Saints. 


2 \V. 


G 17 


5 10 


2S 


16 


8 






3 Th. 


6 18 


5 9 


1 18 


16 


9 


\VJ 


® apogee. 


4Fr. 


G 19 


5 9 


2 10 


16 


10 


K 


Kort Erie taken, 1814. 


5 S.-u 


6 20 


5 8 


2 58 


16 


11 


X 


Powder Plot, 1605. 





(45) 


20Lh Su 


nday after Trinity. 






iJay's length lOh. 4Gm. 


6S. 


G 21 


5 7 


2 31 


16 


12 


X 


St. Leonard. 


7 


M. 


6 22 


5 6 


3 27 


16 


13 


T 




8 


Tu. 


6 23 


5 5 


4 26 


16 


14 


T 




9 


vv. 


6 24 


5 4 


rist-s. 


16 


15 


« 


Luther b. 1483. ® ^r. libr. 


10 


Vh. 


G 25 


5 8 


4 40 


16 


F. 


« 


Milton d. 1674. $ y 


11 


Fr. 


6 26 


5 3 


5 38 


16 


17 


n 


St. Martin. 


12 


Sa. 


6 27 


5 2 


6 34 


16 


18 


n 


Montreal ti^ken, 1775. U stat. 



(46) '21st S\inday after Trinity. 



Day's length lOn. 33m. 



13 


S. 


6 28 


5 1 


7 38 


16 


19 


C3 


® high. 




14 


vf. 


6 29 


5 1 


8 46 


16 


20 


Sd 






15 


Tu. 


6 30 


5 


9 55 


16 


21 


^9, 


Vfachutus. ^ 6 U 




16 


W. 


6 31 


4 59 


11 6 


15 


22 


^^ 


Bos. T. party, 1773. 


® peri. 


17 


I'h. 


G :^2 


4 59 


morn. 


15 


23 


m 


Queen Mary ex. 1587 


(D 6 ^ 


18 


Fr. 


6 33 


4 58 


13 


15 


24 


m 




['2 □© 


U) 


Sa, 


6 34 


4 58 


1 20 


15 


25 


m 


Bnt. Areola. 1796. 





(47) 22d Sunday after Trinity. 



Day's length lOh. 22m. 



s. 


G 35 


4 57 


2 25 


15 


26 


z^i: 


M. 


6 36 


4 56 


3 30 


14 


27 


£V 


I'll. 


G 37 


4 56 


4 35 


14 


28 


TTL 


\v. 


4 38 


4 55 


eet«. 


14 


29 


TTl, 


Th. 


6 39 


4 55 


4 49 


13 


N. 


# 


Fr. 


6 39 


4 55 


5 42 


13 


1 


^ 


Sa. 


6 40 


4 55 


6 38 


12 


2 


A/3 



Jay's Treat. 1794. 

<^ 6 6 

•St. Cecilia. 

Sr. Clement. 

® low. (D p^r. libr. 

N. Y. evac. '83. ^ gr. elong. E. 

Warts d. 1748. [® 6 $ 



(4S) Ist Sunday in Advent. 






Day's length lOh. 14m. 


27S. 

28 M. 

29 Tu. 

30 W. 


6 41 
6 42 
6 43 
6 44 


4 55 
4 55 
4 55 
4 55 


7 26 

8 36 

9 34 
10 29 


12 
12 
12 
11 


3 
4 
5 
6 


\5 

AW 

AW 


St. Andrew. CD apo. 



IvIOOIST'S r»I3:^A.SES- 



D. n. M. 
First Quarter, 2 10 13 mo. 
Full Moon, 10 7 47 mo. 



Third Quarter, 17 7 2 mo. 
New Moon, 24 7 25 mo. 
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12th Month. DECEMBER, 1859. 31 Days. 



JWeridiaii of 
Cralve&ton. 



Sun 
h ises. 



Siin 
Sets. 



Moon 
E. &S. 






11. M. 


H. M. 


(; 44 


4 55 


G 45 


4 55 


6 45 


4 55 



11. M. 

morn. 

30 

1 16 









Aspects of Planets and 
other Miscellanies. 



Fl. James IT., 1688. 



(49) 2d Suuduy in Advent. 



Day's length lOh. 9m. 



4 


!^. 


6 46 


4 55 


2 5 


10 


10 


T 


Illinois ad. 1818. $ slat. 


5 


\r. 


6 47 


4 55 


2 52 


10 


11 


T 


$65 


H 


Tn. 


6 48 


4 55 


3 44 


9 


12 


» 


St. Nicholas. © p;r. libr. 


7 


W. 


6 4s 


4 55 


4 H8 


9 


13 


» 


Concep. of V. Mary. "^ etat. 


8 


Tl.. 


6 49 


4 55 


5 33 


8 


14 


« 


Ney shoe, 1815. 


9 


Fr. 


6 50 


4 55 


6 25 


8 


F. 


n 


Milton b. 1608. 


10 


Sh. 


6 51 


4 56 


7 15 


7 


16 


n 


® high. 



(50) 


3d Sunday in Advent. 








Day's length 


lob. 4m. 


11^. 


6 52 


4 56 


8 13 


6 


17 


^ 


Mis^. ad. 1817. 




12 M. 


G 52 


4 56 


9 7 


6 


18 


^l 


® 6 U (S) peri. 




13|Tu. 


6 53 


4 56 


9 54 


6 


19 


^l 


i^t. Lucy. 




14 W. 


6 54 


4 56 


10 46 


5 


20 


m 


Washington d. '99. 


$ inf. 6 O 


15'Th. 


6 54 


4 56 


11 37 


4 


21 


m 


5 in aphelion. 


[® 6 "2 


1 6 Fr. 


6 55 


4 57 


even. 


4 


22 


m 


Great tire in New- York, 1835. 


17 Sh. 


6 55 


4 57 


1 25 


3 


23 


^ 


Borealis dis. '19. 





(51) 4ih Sunday ia Advtnt. 



Day's length 10b. Im. 



18 


§. 


6 56 


4 57 


2 20 


2 


24 


-^. 






19 


M. 


6 56 


4 58 


3 21 


2 


25 


m 


m 6 $ 




20 


T.i. 


6 57 


4 58 


4 17 


2 


26 


m 


® gr. libr. 




21 


w. 


6 57 


4 5S 


5 15 


2 


27 


t 


St. Thomas. 




22 


Th. 


G 58 


4 59 


6 10 


1 


28 


f 






23 


?v. 


6 58 


4 59 


6 56 


1 


N. 


f 


C> lowest. 




24 


8a. 


6 59 


5 


7 43 


1 


1 


V3 


Treaty Ghent, 1814. 


5 atat. 



(52) Christmas-day. 



Day's lengib 10b. Cm. 



25 


§. 


7 


5 


8 29 


1 


2 


Y3 


® 6 ? 


26 


\f. 


7 


6 1 


9 10 





3 


^ 


St. Stephen. 


27 


Ta 


7 1 


5 2 


9 45 




4 


J^ 


St, John. 


28 


W, 


7 1 


5 2 


10 22 


i 


5 


X 


Innocents. © apo. 


29 


Th. 


7 2 


5 3 


11 2 


6 


K 




30 


Fr. 


7 2 


5 4 


11 42 


rTl 


7 


K 




31 


Sa. 


7 2 


5 5 


morn. 




8 


T 


St. Sylvester. Farewell, 1859. 



3Vt<D01>T«S I>KC-A.SBS. 



First Quarter, 
Full Moon, 



ir. M. 

7 31 mo. 

8 65ev. 



Third Quarter, 16 
Kew Moon, 24 



68 ev. 
29 ev. 
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18 TEXAS ALMANAC. 



ALL THE LAWS OF THE LAST LEGISLATURE. 

GENERAL LAWS. 

The following synopsis embraces a full view of all the general laws passed by 
the last Legislature, as far as they are of interest to the general reader. In the 
labor of condensation nothing of substance, or that could be necessary to a correct 
understanding of them, has been omitted. Of course. State and county officei-s, 
judges, lawyers and their clients, will often have occasion to refer to the exact lan- 
guage of the Legislature, but these few pages embrace all that is of interest to all 
others in a volume of almost thrive hundred pages, with the exception of some three 
or four acts, such as the acts amending the Penal Code and Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure, the Jury Act, and the Act regulating proceedings in the District Courts. 
We may here state that of the 165 general laws passed at the last Session, 24 have 
relation onl}^ to particular counties, such as legalizing the acts of county officers, 
etc., and 35 others either relate to particular individuals, or are otherwise of no 
general interest w^iatever; 21 acts were passed in relation to Judicial Districts^ 
all except one of which (6th) have received changes, either in the time of holding 
courts, or the counties composing them, and one new Judicial District (the 19th) 
has been created. All the information that is given by these acts, will be had, at 
one view, by referring to our table of Judicial Districts. Eleven acts were passed 
changing county boundaries, and nine more creating 37 new counties, and all the 
information that is given by. these 20 acts, may be had by a glance at our new 
map, where all the new and old counties are represented correctly according to 
those acts. 

Por the convenience of reference we have numbered the several acts, as they are 
numbered in the published volume. 

Old County Boundaries cluxnged. — Th« following old counties hare had their bound- 
aries changed, to wit : Goliad, San Patricio, Nueces, Comanche, Trinity, Walker, 
Upshur, Brown, Palo Pinto, Llano, San Saba, Comal, ^ays, Limestone, Navarro, 
Hill. (16 in all.) 

Mw Counties createdl — The following new counties were created at the last Ses- 
sion, to wit : Montague, Clay, Archer, Mason, Menard, Throckmorton, Hardin, Za- 
pata, 'Hamilton, Kimball, Buchanan, Concho, Wichito, Coleman, Daw^son, Shackel- 
ford,' McMuUen, Eastland, Frio, Callahan^ Zavalla, Edwards, Haskell, Knox, Harde- 
man, Dimmit, Baylor, Runnels, Jones, Wilborger, La Salle, Duval, Taylor, Bncinal, 
Bee,' Chambers, Blanco. (37 in all.) .. . . ^. .^ V ,i 

Of these new counties 25 are expressly named in honor of certam mdividuals, all 
deceased but one, namely. Dr. Branch T. Archer, Col.; Michael B. Menard, Dr. Tim. 
E Throckmorton, the Hardins of Liberty, Col. Antonio Zapata, Gen. Jas. Hamil- 
ton Kimball, who fell at the Alam<3; Col. Robt. M. qoleman, Capt. Nicholas Daw- 
son who fcU at Dawson's Massacre in 1842 ; Capt. John Shackelford, deed., one 
of the survivors of Fannin's Massacre; McMuUen, one of the Texas Empressarios ; 




doches- Charles Haskell, a Tennessoan, who fell at Fannin's Massacre; the bro- 
thers BLilsy aiid Thos. J. Hardeman; Capt. Philip Dimmit ; Dr. Henry Baylor, killed 
at Dawson's Massacre ; Ex-Governor Hiram G. Runnels, Dr. Anson Jones last 
President of the Republic of T© as ; the two brothers Josiah and Matthias Wilbor- 
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ger ; La Salle, the first discoverer of Texas in 1685 ; Capt. Burr H. Duval, who fell 
at Fannin's Massacre ; and G-en. Thos. J. Chambers. 
"We now proceed to give aU the balance of the acts of the last Legislature. 

MISSISSIPPI AND PACIFIC RAILROAD RESERVE. (7.) 

This Act extents to preemption, settlers the time from January 1, 1858, to Octo- 
ber 1, 1859, to pay for 160 acres. 

SUPREME COURT. (12.) 
This Act requires this Court to commence in Austin the third Monday in October, 
and it may continue twelve weeks ; in Galveston, the last Monday in January, and 
it may continue ten weeks ; in Tyler, the fourth Monday in April, and may con- 
tinue till July first. 

CHANGINa THE FISCAL YEAR. (21.) 
The fiscal year is made to end on the 31st of August, on which day all officers re- 
quired heretofore to report annually or biennially, shall close their books and com- 
pile their reports, and transmit them to the Secretai'y of State on the first of Sep- 
tember, by whom they shall be given to the State printer for publication, for which 
he receives the same rate of pay as for printing the laws. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO AN ACT TO REGULATE RAILROADS. (30.) 

By the second section all railroad companies are required by the 19th of June^ 
1858, to keep their principal office on the line of the road, ivith their stock-books^ 
etc., in such office, always open for inspection — all meetings to be held in such 
office. The president, or vice-president, the treasurer and secretary, and a majority 
of the directors must reside in the State, by the 19th of June, 1858, in order to be 
entitled to the loan or the land bonus. The road-bed and entire franchise is liable 
for the debts of the company, and may be sold to satisfy the same, but must be 
sold as an entire thing, when all property in the road and franchise vests in the 
purchaser, who is also subject to the liabilities and restrictions imposed by the 
charter. The party obtaining judgment may have execution directed to the sheriff 
of the county where the principal office is, and in case the company fail to point out 
other property, he may levy on the entire line of the road, and advertise and seU^ 
as in other cases. Such sale does not convey the debts due by the stockholders of 
the sold-out company; but this company shall collect such debts to enable it to dis- 
charge its own indebtedness, the directors of the sold-out company being consti- 
tuted trustees of the creditors and stockholders, with power to settle np its affairs 
finally. Such sale of a railroad can not affect the St^ite's lien on it. Every com- 
pany, whose. charter gives less than 300 miles of road, is required to designate the 
termini, the , counties through w^hich the road passes, and its points of crossing 
rivers, previous to January 1st, 1860 ; and every company v/hose charter gives 
over 300 miles of road, is required to do the same for the same distance in the 
same time, and is allowed an additional year to do the same, for every additional 
100 miles of road. Companies hereafter chartered are allowed two ye^rs to do th© 
same for a distance t)f 300 miles, and an additional year for every additional 100 
miles of road. Companies not complying with this Act forfeit all claims to the 
land bonus and the State loan. 

PENITENTIARY. (35.) 

$20,000 appropriated to purchase material for the use of the State Factory. 

AUTHORIZING WHARTON CO. TO LEVY A SPECIAL TAX (44.) 

Wharton cOiinty is authorized to raise $50,000 for the construction of a railroad 

from Columbifi to some point in Wharton county, by a tax not to exceed -J- of one 

per cent on property, and double the State licenses. 
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CENSUS, P]Ta (45.) 
Assessors and Collectors aro required to report for their respective counties: 1. 
The number of voters; 2. While males over 18 and under 45 _\ ears of age; 3. 
White males under 18 years; 4. Do. over 45 ; 5. White females, children under 
18 and over 6; 6. Do., under G; 7. slaves; 8. Free persons of eo'or; 9. Number 
of acres cultivated in corn; 10. Do., in wheat; 11. Do., in cotton; 12. Do, in 
sugar; lo. Population of all incorporated towns in the county; 14. Scholastic 
population between 6 and 1 8 years old. 

AEMS BELONGING TO THE STATE. (41) 
The Governor is authorized to receive from the General Government the arms 
Texas is entitled lo, and to grant the use of such arms to volunteer companies, and 
also to military schools. 

AMENDING THE RAILROAD LOAN LAW TO FURTHER AID R. R 
COMPANIES. (54) 
This Act loans railroad companies $6000 per mile for the first section of 25 miles 
of road completed, provided 25 miles more are graded ready ibr the ties, and the 
same per mile for the second and every subsequent section of five miles completed, 
provided live njiles more be graded in each case, so that the grade shall always bo 
25 miles in advance of the completed road, on which the loan is received. By the 
previous law, companies had to buy iron and complete 25 miles, before they could 
get the loan ; but now they have only to complete hvc miles to enable them to get 
the loan on those live miles. 

BOUNDARY WITH THE UNITED STATES. (58.) 
This Act revives the act to run the boundary between Texas and the United 
States, and appropriates ;g20,0i)U to meet the expen.se?. 

SURVEYOR FOR EACH COUNTY. (60.) 
Requires a S"urveyor to be elected at every general election lor every organized 
county, who shaU enter upon his duties as soon as the terms of the present sur- 
veyors shall have expired; each county being a separate land district, and each 
surveyor being required to appoint a special surveyor for each unorganized county 
belonging to his district. 

INCORPORATION OF TOWNS AND CITIES. (61.) 
A village containing HOO inhabitants may be incorporated as a toiU/i,.(X3 follows : 
20 resident voters muht apply to the County Court, who shall then order an ebctioa 
Amijority of free mah-s 21 years old, having resided in the proposed limits of the 
town six months, shall decide the question by their votes. If such majority are in 
favor of a corporation, the Chief Justice shall order the election of a mtyor, a con- 
stable, and five aldermen, who shall hold their offices till the next regular election 
of County and State officers, at which time the Chief Justice must always order a 
new election. The powers and duties of the board are defined. This Act further 
provides that villages or towns containing 1500 inhabitants, may, in like manner, 
bo incorporated into cUm, the officers being a mayor. 9 alderman, and a marshal; 
and the Act further authorizes towns or cities already incorporated, to be reincor- 
parated and reorganized, by observing the same requirements, a majority of the 
voters within the propo3ed'lin)its deciding the question. A sapplement (09) author- 
izes towns and cities, that wish to reorganize under this Act, to enlarge or contract 
their limits, provided, that towns shall not contain more that 1280 acres, and cities 
not more than one league and labor. 
ENABLING FREE PERSONS OF COLOR TO BECOME SLAVES. (63.) 
Free persons of color over fourteen years of age, may become slaves by peiition- 
ing the Distriet C )Ui-t, the petition being signed by two witnesses, of which the 
Clerk of the Court must give four weeks' notice, and shall surauion the aaid free 
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person of color, the person designated for the master or owner, and the witnesses, 
to appear in open court; when, after full examination, should there appear no 
fraud or collusion, and the person named as the master be a person of good repute, 
the petition shall be granted and the petitioner be decreed the property of said 
master, the same, in all respects, as if said person of color bad been born a slave to 
said master, except that said slave shall not be subject to forced sale for any previ- 
ous debt of the master. Should such slave be a female, having children under four- 
teen jears of age, she may, in like manner, by her petition, procure them to be 
made slaves to the same owner. In case the mother of such children be deceased, 
then the next friend of the children may, by proceeding in the same way, select a 
master for them, making them slaves for life. 

MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS. (65.) 

Authorizes the Governor to call into service 100 mounted volunteers for six 
months, or longer, if he deems it necessary. 

STAY OF EXECUTION, {m.) 

Stay of Execution in a Justice's Court shall not prevent defendant from taking 
out a writ of certiorari in ninety days after rendition of judgment. 

ARTESIAN WELLS. (74.) 

This Act amended (105) authorizes the State Engineer to contract for five 
Artesian Wells on the route from Corpus Cbristi to Brownsville; five do. from 
Corpus Cbristi to Rio G-rande City; five do, from San Antonio to El Paso; three 
do. from Edinburgh to the junction of the Edinburgh and Brownsville road to San 
Patricio ; three do. from Corpus Ghristi to Laredo ; one do from Laredo to San 
Antonio ; and one do. from Carrizo to the Laredo and Carrizo road to Corpus Christi, 
making twenty-six wells in all, to be sunk within five years, and deep enough to 
afford a constant supply of water at the rate of at least fifty gallons per minute, 
and none to be within twenty miles of another, or any permanent sweet water. 
Should the land be private property, the contractor is required to procure a release 
of fifty acres for the State, in the centre of which the well shall be sunk ; and in all 
cases, each well to be in the centre of a fifty acre tract which is forever to be de- 
voted to the public use. Eor compensation the contractor shall receive not over 
eight sections of land for each well sunk to the depth of from 200 to 400 feet ; one 
section for every 100 feet of additional depth. The State Engineer is required to 
advertise for proposals for three months, and award to the best bidders. 

SEALS OR SCROLLS DISPENSED WITH. (78.) 
This Act declares that Seals or Scrolls shall hereafter be unnecessary to the 
validity of individual contracts and conveyances of all kinds, and such seals are' 
only required in the case of corporations. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. (87.) 

This Act extends the time two years for the State Engineer to make contracts 
for improving rivers, harbors, etc. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. (88.) 
This Act directs Chief Justices to pay their proper share of the public-school 
money to such school districts in their counties as have not received it according 
to the number of children taught, ' ^ 

FRAUDULENT CERTIFICATES. (91.) 
This Act creates three Commissioners to investigate the fraudulent land certifi- 
cates issue in the counties of Peters' Colony, namely, Collin, Grayson Cooke Wise 
Parker, Tarrant, etc. * ' ' 

3 
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LUNATIC ASYLUM. (93.) 
The Governor is directed to appoint five Managers for the Lunatic Apylum, who 
are to serve without compensation, who shall direct the affairs of the iastitution, 
and make by-laws for it, with the approval of the G-ovemor. All the powers and 
duties of the Managers, Superintendent, and other officers are pointed out. 

DE^F AND DUMB ASYLUM. (94.) 
Appropriates $1500 to enable the Trustees to locate this institution on the 
Government lots in Austin, if found suitable ; and in this case, to expend this 
money in the erection of suitable buildings. But should they find it necessary to 
purchase the ground, then they are to erect the buildings with the balance of the 
money, their acts being subject to the approval of the Governor. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. (98.) 
This supplementary Act makes it the duty of the Chief Justices to apportion the 
School Fund annually among the children of their respective counties. First, they 
shall pav the tuition of those whose parents or guardians are unable to pay, of or- 
phans whose tuition has not been paid, of the children of widows whose property 
does not exceed the amount protected from forced sale. The balance of the money 
shall be apportioned among the other children of the schools according to the time 
of tuliion, and regardless of the amount paid by the parents. The teachers are re- 
quired to report: first, the names of the patrons of the school; second, the names 
of the pupils ; third, the number of days each has attended school ; fourth, the 
amount paid by each patron ; fifth, the names of those patrons unable to pay, and 
of paying patrons entitled to pro rata shares. No school is entitled to the benefits 
of this act that has not been taught at least three consecutive months. The State 
Treasurer is ex-officio Superintendent of the Public Schools, whose duty it is to 
record an abstract of the children of scholastic age in each county ; to apportion the 
money to the counties; to keep a correct account of every thing ; to report annually 
to the Governor ; to pay to the order of the county courts their respective shares of 
the school fund. The county court shall not allow, as tuition, over ten cents per 
day tor each pupil. The county court shall appoint three persons as a Board of 
School Examiners, to examine the qualification of those professiug to teach ; and 
no teacher shaU receive any of this fund without a certificate from such Board, au- 
thorizing him to teach. No school in which the English language is not principally 
taught can receive any of this fund. 

NAMES OP TOWNS CHANGED. (101.) 
The town of Madison in Orange county is changed to Orange, and Madisonville 
in Madison county to Madison, and Palo Pinto is made the county seat of Palo 
Pinio county ; Hamilton in Burnet Co., is changed to Burnet, and Jacksboro is made 
the county seat of Jack county. 

ALAMO MONUMENT. (104.) 
$2500 appropriated to purchase this monument in the Capitol. 

ROADS. (108.) 
County Courts are authorized to lay out, to alter, or close up any road in the 
county. They shall designate the roads as first and second class ; the first class 
must be at least thirty feet wide, and all causeways fifteen feet wide, and all the 
trees must be cut within six inches of the ground. The second class roads must 
be at least twenty feet wide. They shall also lay off these counties into road pre- 
cincLS appointing an overseer for each, and designating all the hands liable to 
work on roads in each precinct, thirty days' residence being necessary to re- 
quire ti is duty. All roads now established by law are public roads, and the Court 
shall g< ant uo order to close a road or open a new one, unless twenty days' notice 
shall have been first given. Ai.y such order must be on application of at least 
eight householders of the precinct AU roads ordered to be opened must be laid 
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out by a jury of five swora householders, appointed by the Court. If a road shall 
be laid out over a farm or inclosure, the consent of the owner must first be had, 
and if such consent is refused, the County Court shall appoint five freeholders, who, 
under oath, shall assess the daoaages. And if the owner of uninclosed land shall 
file a written protest against opening a road across the same, the Court shall also 
appoint five freeholders to assess the damages; and, if in either case the Court shall 
deem the road of sufficient importance, they may order it to be opened, first pay- 
ing the damages assessed. All white males between 18 and 45 years of age, and 
all male slaves and free persons of color over 16 and under 50 years old, are re- 
quired to work on roads, except preachers, teachers, millers, ferry-men, County 
Commissioners, and Chief Justices. 

It is the duty of each overseer to work through his precinct at least twice a year ; 
but he can require no man to work over ten days in the year, or to work on more 
than one road. Any one, when summoned, is liable to a fine of one dollar for every 
day's failure to work ; and an overseer failing to prosecute any one for refusing to 
work, is liable to a fine of five dollars for such neglect. It is made the duty of 
overseers to set up posis every mile on the road in their precincts, with figures 
showing the distance to the Court House, or other noted place to which such road 
leads, and to put up index-boards at the forks of public roads, pointing to the most 
noted places to which the roads lead ; for the neglect of which they are liable to a 
fine of $5 in each case. The act goes on to define particularly all the duties of 
overseers and the penalties for their neglect, also the duties of the County Court, 
the Chitf Justice and Clerk, in relation to roads. It is the duty of Clerks of County 
Courts 10 put up in their respective Court-houses, on the first day of each District 
Court, a list of the names of the overseers and the precincts in the county; and 
District Judtics are required to give this act in charge to the G-rand Juries at the 
opening of the court. This act repeals the previous road law. 

GALVESTON DRY DOCK COMPANY. (109.) 
Twenty-five acres of land on Pelican Flats are granted to the above Company. 

LANDS SOLD FOR TAXES. (110.) 
The time for redeeming lands sold and purchased by the State for taxes, is ex- 
tended two yeara 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE STATE. (113.) 
The Governor is authorized to appoint some suitable person as State Geologist, 
to hold his office f .r two years; and who is required to give bonds in the sum of 
$20,000, for the laithlnl discharge of his duties. He is required to make a com- 
plete geological survey of the State, showing the quality of the soil, its adaptation 
to agriculture, the products to which it is suited in the different sections; its mineral 
resources, their situation, and the best means for their development; its water 
powers, their localities, and every thing relating to the geological and agricultural 
cha.rac:,er of the State The State geologist is authorized to appoint two assistants, 
with tlie approval of the Governors. Said geologist is required to transmit to the 
Governor specimens of rocks, ores, coals, foils, fossils, etc., which the Governor 
shall depo.Mt in the Capitol for public inspection. Said geologist shall also report 
to the Legislature at its regular sessions, giving full descriptions of the State, illus- 
trated with maps, charts, and drawings. The salary of the State geologist is 
$3000, ana $2o,000 are appropriated to defray expenses, etc The salary of the 
assistant geologists is not to exceed $1500 each. These officers are required to 
make oath that they will not purchase lands while in office, with a view to specu- 
lation, and that they will not suppress or conceal information of any valuable 
discovery. 

WEBB COUNTY. (117.) 
Is authorized to levy a special tax, not to exceed the State tax, to pay surveyor's 
fees for running the county boundary. 
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" '' ■ ' GONZA.LES AND BELL COUNTIES. (128.) 

Are authorized to levy a special tax, not to exceed $3000 each year, to enable 
them to build court-houses. 
, UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS. (116.) 

• The University of Texas is to be hereafter located ; and the present act appro- 
priates $100,000 for suitable buildings ; and fifty leagues of land, heretofore set 
apart for two State universities, are given to this, together with every tenth section 
of the lands reserved to the State from the donations to railroads and to the Gal- 
veston Bay and Brazos Navigation Company. A Board of Administrators, con- 
sisting often, namely, the Governor and Chief Justice of the State, and eight men, 
to be appointed by the Governor with the approval of the Senate, are to direct and 
control the afTairs of the institution, holding their office for four years without com- 
pensation. All the higher branches are to be taught ; but nothing of a sectarian 
character. Degrees are to be conferred by the Administrators, who are also re- 
quired to report to the Legislature at every sessioD. The instruction is to be free. 
The State Treasurer is to be the Treasurer of the University. As soon as this in- 
stitution shall be located by some future law, the Administrators are required to 
have suitable buildings erected, under the direction of a competent architect. 

PRE-EMPTION SETTLERS. (118.) 

This act extends to preemption settlers or their assigns the time to return 
their field-notes to the Land Office for patent, to January Ist, 1859, on certain con- 
ditions The same time is also given to settlers in the Pacific Railroad Reserve, 
under the act of August 6tb, 1856, requiring' the payment to the State of fifty cents 
per acre, provided, however, they shall have complied fully with the law. 

ASYLUil FOR THE BLIND. (119.) 
Twelve thousand five hundred dollars are appropriated for this Institution. The 
Trustees are required to select a suitable site on the lots belonging to the State, in 
Austin, if possible ; if not, then to select it elsewhere ; but in this case, they can not 
purchase the ground and erect the buildings without the previous ratification of the 
Legislature. But should they select the site on the Government lots, then they 
may proceed to erect suitable buildings under the direction of the Governor, the 
Comptroller, and the Secretary of State. 

SALE OF TSE PUBLIC DOMiATN. (12^.) 
This important law requires the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
issue land-scrip or certificates for not less than 160 acres, which may be sold at one 
dollar per acre, to be located on any public lands not held in reservation by any pre- 
vious law. The alternate sections reserved from donations to railroads, etc., and all 
islands heretofore reserved, may be sold at $1.25 per acre ; but certificates to be 
located on the reserved alternate sections of the Memphis, El Pa?o, and Pacific 
Railroad Charter, can not be sold for less than $2 per acre. The Commissioner 
of the General Land Office gives the applicant an order on the Treasurer, who 
gives him a receipt for the money ; and by virtue of this receipt, the Commissioner 
o-ives the corresponding land certificates, at $1, $1.25, or $2 per acre, as the 
case may be; and for 160, 320, 640, or 1280-acre tracts, according to the wishes 
of the applicant and the money paid, as shown by the receipt. The fourth section 
of the Act authorizing the sale and settlement of the Mississippi and Pacific Rail- 
road Reserve, is repealed ; but certificates heretofore issued under that Act, may 
be located there. A preference is given to the heads of families to purchase 160 
acres on which they have settled and improved, and 160 acres more adjoining for 
every three slaves; but this preference is not allowed to those who have settled on 
the reserved lands or islands. The proceeds of these sales are to constitute a part 
of the Common School Fund. 
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THE CHOCTAW AND CaiCKASilW INDIANS. (129,) ; s: . 

Tliis law prohibits the selling or givinj? of liquor to those tribes bordering on 
Texas, uader a penalty of not less than $50, nor more than $100. v '•; 

uniform: weights and measures. (132.) 

The Governor is authorized to procure from the General Government uniform 
weights and measures of the standard of the United States, which shall be the 
standard of this State, copies of which are required to be made under the direction 
of the Governor, with an appropriate seal ; and a full set of such weights and mea- 
sures is to be delivered to each of the Chief Justices of the counties, it being made 
the duty of the County Courts to appropriate a sufficient sum of money to pay for 
them. Any person may then have his weights and measures tested, by apply- 
ing to the Chief Justice ; and if correct, he thall stamp them with the letter T, 
and the initial letter of the County. The fee for any steelyard or balance is fifty 
cents, and for every weight or measure ten cents. Every person shall forfeit ten 
dollars for every month he shall use any weight, balance, or measure not agreeing 
with this standard. 

TO RECOVER RUNAWAY OR STOLEN NEGROES. (133.) 

This law gives one third of the value of the slave that has been brought back 
from beyond the slave territory of the United States, to the person by whom he 
is brought back. Such person may either deliver the slave to the owner, who 
shall pay him the third of his value ; or if the owner is unknown, or in case he 
prefers to do so, he may deliver the slave to the Sheriff of Travis county, and the 
third of his value shall be paid him from the State Treasury, the negro being 
appraised for that purpose, the money to be refunded to the Treasury by the owner 
when he proves his property. But should no one prove the ownership in three 
months, then the negro is to be sold at auction, and the Treasury shall be reim- 
bursed from the proceeds of sale, and the residue shall be kept subject to the claim 
of the owner when found. 

THE PENITENTIARY. (136.) 
This Act appropriates for the support of the Penitentiary for the years 1848 and 
1849, the sum of $104,526, of which $18,000 is for the purchase of new machinery, 
for the manufacture of cotton and wool, ^provided that no pare of this machinery', 
shall be purchased in Massachusetts. 

FERRY-BOATS. (139.) 
One ferry boat at every ferry is exempted from forced sale, provided its value 
does not exceed $500. 

TEXAS SUPREME COURT REPORTS. (141.) 
One hundred additional copies of the Reports are required to be purchased, the 
cost not to exceed $4.50 per volume. 

GALVESTON, HOUSTON, AND HENDERSON R. R. COMPANY, (143.); 
This Act prohibits land certificates from issuing to this Company, until the rail- 
road shall be completed from the city of Galveston, and over the bay to Virginia 
Point, in such manner as not to impede navigation in the bay, and from Virginia 
Point to the city of Houston. 

INCORPORATING VOLUNTEER COMPANIES. (146.) 
By complying with the provisions of this Act all volunteer uniform military com- 
panies may secure all the benefits of an act of incorporation. 

GALVESTON AND BRAZOS NAVIGATION (CANAL) COMPANY. (148.) 
This Act authorizes the above Company to raise and re-locate their land certifi- 
cate?, should their present location be found to be beyond the Umits of the State. 
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APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE YEARS 1858 AND 1859. (154.) 

For the Executive Department, $4,400 

•' General Land Office, 46,400 

" Comptroller's Office, 12,725 

'* Clerks and Sherififs of all the Counties, as required by Part 5, 

Title 2, Penal Code, 20,000 

" Attorney -General, 2,050 

" Treasury Department, 3,600 

** Legislative Department : 

Per diem, 61,500 

Mileage, 13,260 

Officers of Legislature, 11.000 

Contingencies, 20,000 

Printing Laws and Journals, 12,000 

Distributing Laws and Reports, 2,500 

Stationery, 15,000 

" State Department, 4,100 

" Court of Claims, 5,925 

" State Engineers, 3,000 

" Supreme Court, .* 23,900 

" The Nineteen District Courts, including salaries of Judges 

and District Attorneys, 52.250 

" Blind Asylum, 6,500 

" Deaf and Dumb Asylum, 6,500 

" Lunatic Asylum, 15,000 

" Pressler's Map, 1,000 

" Latimer <fe Swindells, 80 

" Lubbock & E. L. Uflbrd, 50 

Total appropriations, $342,740 

N. B. — The appropriation for the Penitentiary is not here included, as that appro- 
priation was not from the Treasury, but from the proceeds of sales of goods and 
articles manufactured, which it is supposed will supper D that institution. 
NEW DIGEST OF THE LAWS. (157.) 

This Act provides for a new revised Diges^t of all the general statute laws of 
Texas, including those of the last Legislature, and to contain, in addition to the 
laws now in force, all the repealed laws of the Republic and State, under which 
rights have accrued ; and also the Colonization laws of Mexico, and of Coahuila 
and Texas, in force at the time of Texas Independence, with marginal notes, etc. 
The Governor is required to advertise for proposals for 5000 copies in the style of 
Hartley's Digest, the cost not to exceed $4 per copy, all to be delivered to the 
Secretary of State in Austin by the 1st of July, 1859. The sum of $20,000 is 
appropriate . TAXES RELINQUISHED. (158.) 

Nine tenths of the State taxes in Starr, Hidalgo, and Cameron are relinquished 
to those counties to enable them to build jails. 

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. (159.) 

The Act for River and Harbor Improvements is explained by declaring that the 
sum of $15 000, named in that bill for that improvement of the Sabine river, was not 
included in the $300,000 appropriated by the Act, but was so much m addition. 
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. (160.) 

This Act reduces the State ad valorem tax from 15 to 12^ cents on $100 value 
of real and personal property, and counties are authorized to collect the same tax 
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for county purposes. Free male persons from 21 to 50 years of age are required to 
pay a poll tax of 50 cents each. Those having money at interest are required to 
pay 20 cents on every $100, and to forfeit the entire interest on any sum not given 
in for taxation. A tax of 20 cents on each $100 worth of goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, sold or received for sale, is imposed; and a person not giving in his 
merchandise for tax, is liable to a fine of $50 ; but the goods so given in are not 
subject to any other tax. Theatres are subject to a tax of $100 each year; and 
other exhibitions for pay must pay a license of $20 per year in each county where 
they are opened. Peddlers must pay a tax of $50 per annum in every county 
where they sell. Every billiard-table is taxed $50 per year, and each nine or ten- 
pin alley, $40; restaurants are taxed $16 each per year, and every race-track ,$40. 
Every broker, or commission house, or merchant, is taxed $20, and auctioneers and 
pawnbrokers also $20. It is made the duty of every one, before entering upon a 
business requiring a license, to obtain the assessor's receipt, and to present it to the 
clerk of the county court, from whom he receives the license upon paying a fee of 
$1. Any person, pursuing a business that requires a license, without having one, 
is liable to pay a double license, and the costs of the suit for its collection, one half 
of which goes to the informer. It is made the duty of sheriffs, constables, and as- 
sessors to arrest persons violating this law. The tax law of March 20th, 1848, is 
repealed, but that of Feb. 11th, 1850, is in full force. 

SECOND CLASS DEBT. (162.) 
The sum of $40,000 is appropriated to pay claims for services and supplies, 
known as Second Class Debt, which were presented to the Commissioner of Claims 
or the Comptroller, and filed previous to Jan. 1st, 1858. 

STUART PERRY. (163.) 
The sum of $38,053.23 is appropriated to pay the claims of Stuart Perry. 

TO FURTHER AID R. R. COMPANIES BY THE LAND BOUNTY. (164.) 

This supplemental Act enables raUroad companies to receive the State land do- 
nations sooner than by the previous law, and with a smaller outlay of money. They 
are now authorized to receive four sections to the mile for ten miles, when they 
shall have graded 20 miles, and four sections more per mile for every further section 
of five miles graded, the extent of the grade always being ten miles more than they 
can receive land for. These certificates may be located, patented, and sold, as soon 
as issued ; but if sold, no more lands can be had, until satisfactory proof is furnished, 
that the proceeds of sale have been faithfully applied to the further construction of 
the road. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

The following twenty-six Joint Resolutions were passed at the last Session of 
our Legislature. 

Ist. Requesting our delegates in Congress to procure the passage of a law 
raising a regiment of mounted volunteers for the protection of our frontiers. Such 
a law has since been passed. 

2d. Authorizing the Grovernor to call out two or more companies of mounted 
volunteers, not to exceed one hundred men, and appropriating $20,000 to defray the 
expense. 

3d. Requesting our delegates in Congress to have refunded the money paid by 
this State for frontier defense. 

4th. Authorizing the Comcnissioner of Claims to employ two additional clerks. 

5th. Recognizing the rank of Captain Jno, Gr. Todd in the Texas Navy, and re- 
questing the passage of a law by Congress admitting him into the United States 
Navy with the same rank. 

6th. Requesting the passage of a law by Congress establishing a mail -route from 
Marshall, via G-ilmer, Quitman, and Greenville, to Dallas. 
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Tth. Allowing leave of absence from the State to Judges C. A. Frazer and A ' 
W. Terrell. *; 

8th. Calling the attention of Congress to the necessity of more adequate protec- 
tion against the Indians, and asking indemnity for the losses suffered by our citi- 
zens from their depredations. 

9th. Requesting an investigation by Congress of the charges made against Judge 
Jno C. Watroua 

10th. Requesting an appropriation by Congress for the erection of Post-offices,' 
and United States Court-rooms in Austin, Tyler, and Brownsville ; also requesting 
the erection of a third Judicial Federal District in Texas, to embrace that portion of 
the present Western District west of the G-uadaloupe River, and the counties on 
the Rio G-rande down to the Eastern District, 

ilth. Authorizing the Treasurer to exchange United States bonds and coupons 
at par for coin, to the amount of $100,000, or to pay out said bonds at par for 
claims on the Treasury, the amount not to exceed $100,000. 

12 th. Allowing leave of absence to Hon. Wm. S. Todd. 

loth. Requesting the establishment by Congress of a weekly overland mail 
from some point in Texas to San Diego. 

14th. Requesting the Governor to urge upon the G-eneral Government the ne-' 
cessity of establishing a permanent miUtary post, near the junction of the larger 
Wichita and Red River. 

15tb. Requesting the appointment of a U. S. Indian Agent, with authority to 
select a suitable location for the Indians west of the Pecos in Texas; and to collect 
the Indians in such place, which has been set apart for an Indfan Reserve by a, 
previous law of this State. 

16th. Requesting the establishment of a four-horse line of mail-coaches between 
Tyler and Waco, via Athens, Corsicana, and Dresden. 

17th. For the relief of D. Rowlett, deceased, 

ISth. Appropriatiug $8000 for remodeUng and recovering the Capitol roofs, and 
of the Old Land Office, and altering the galleries of the Capitol. 

10th. Accepting a present of the portrait of the late Abner S. Lipscomb, ex- 
ecuted and presented by Alexander Ford. 

20th. Authorizing the Comptroller to pay to the San Antonio and Mexican Gulf 
Railroad Company an7 money received by him for said company. 

21st. Recognizing P. W. Humphries as entitled to the rank of Commander in 
the Texas Navy, at the date of Annexation. 

22d. Appropriating $600 to pay the Secretary of the Senate and Chief Clerk of 
the House of Representatives for making an alphiibetical index to all the special 
and private relief laws and acts of incorporation passed by the Consultation, and 
passed since, to the present time» 

23d. Requesting the passage of a law by Congress for the payment to Texas of 
any balance there may be of the sum appropriated for the payment of a certain 
portion of the public debt of Texas. 

24th. Authorizes the Governor to remove the Coshattee Indians from Polk and 
Tyler counties, with their consent, and appropriated $5000 for that purpose. 

25th. Proposes aia amendment to the Constitution, as follows: 

CHAPTER 25. 

Be it Resolved hy the Legislature of the State of Texas, That the 3d Section of the 
10th Article of the Constitution of the State shall be so amended as to read as 
follows, namely: 

Section a. All public lands, which have heretofore, or which may hereafter be 
granted for public schools to the various counties in this State, may be sold by the 
county courts of each county to which the lands belong^ or by such tribunals as 
may succeed to their jurisdiction, by consent of a majority of the legal voters in 
said counties, and under such general rules as the Legislature may, from time to 
time, prescribe. Provided, that the principal of the proceeds of the sale of su'ch 
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lands shall be retained, and invested as a permanent school fund for the counties 
owning the same, and the interest only shall be used for educational purposes. 

Approved, February 16, 1858. 

26tb. In response to the G-overnor's Kansas Message, as follows: 

CHAPTER 26. 

Whereas, There exists, and has existed, a violent determination on the part of 
a portion of the inhabitants of the Territory of Kansas, to exclude, by force, the 
citizens of the slaveholding States from a just, equal, and peaceful participation in 
the use and enjoyment of the common property and territory of the members of 
the confederacy ; 

Andy Wherea.% This determioation, owing to the state of political feeling in the 
Northern States of the confederacy, operatino: upon the Federal Government, may 
become effectual, and the exclusion perpetual — Therefore, 

1st. JBe it Resolved by the Legislaiure of the State of recccw.that the Governor of 
this State is hereby authorized to order an election for seven Delegates, to meet 
Delegates appointed by the other Southern States, in Convention, whenever the 
Executives of a majority of the slaveholding States shall express the opinion that 
such Convention is necessary to preserve the equal rights of such States in the 
Union, and advise the G-overnor of this State that measures have been taken for 
the appointment of Delegates to meet those of Texas. And that the sum of ten 
ihouscmd dollars, or so much thereof as is necessary, be, and the same is hereby ap- 
propriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the 
mileage and per diem of such Delegates, which, shall be paid at the rate paid to 
members of the United States Congress, according to the law in force in the 
year 1854. 

2d. That should an exigency arise, in the opinion of the Governor, in which it 
is necessary for the State of Texas to act alone, or by a Convention representing, 
the sovereignty of the State, he is hereby requested to call a Special Session of the 
Legislature to provide for such State Convention. 

3d. That the Governor is requested to transmit copies of these resolutions to the 
Executives of each of the slaveholding States, and to our members of Congress. 

Approved February 16, 1858. 

Special Acts Passed at the Last Legislature. 

There were passed at the last Session of the Legislature, one hundred and fifty-two 
special or private Acta, twelve of which grant relief to eleven railroad companies, 
and four grant charters to four new railroad companies, all which will be found 
in the article under the head of Railroads in Texas. The Acts of Incorporation 
passed in addition to Railroad Acts were fifty, as follows : Casino Association of 
San Antonio; Amendment to the Act incorporating Greenville; Richmond Ma- 
sonic Hall Association, of Fort Bend County ; Colorado College and Supplement ; 
Town of "Weatherford ; Town of Bonham ; West Fork Mill Company in Dallas 
County ; Amending the Act incorporating the European and American Colonization 
Society in Texas; Lynchburgh Steam Saw- Mill and Ship-Yard Company ; Preachers' 
Aid Society, of the Texas Eastern Conference; City of ludianola; Tellico Manu- 
facturing Company ; Grand and Subordinate Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the 
State of Texas; German Free School Association in the City of Austin; Amending 
the Act to incorporate the Bastrop Academy ; Amending Acts incorporating Rusk 
in Cherokee County ; Grand and Subordinate Lodges of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons in the State of Texas ; Town of Gilmer ; Dallas Lodge, Number 44 of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Mellville Male and Female Academy in 
Rusk County; Town of 'Clinton in De Witt County; Union Hill High School; 
Beneficiary Association of San Antonio; Houston Insurance Company; Texas 
Baptist PubHcation Society ; Nash Iron, Steel, and Copper Manufacturing Com- 
pany in Cass County ; New Braunfels Academy ; Amending the Act to incol'porate 
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the Town of Orange in Orange County; Nueces Bridge and Turnpike Company; 
Tennesse Colony Masonic Institute ; Philo-^ophian Society of Chappell Hill College ; 
Guadaloupe Bridge Company; Fire Association of the City of San Antonio; Au- 
thorizino: the Tellico Manufacturing Company to construct a Bridge across the 
Trinity River; Amending ttie Act to incorporate the Eastern Texas and Red River 
Insurance Company; Amending Charter to San Antonio River Navigation Com- 
pany; Toll Bridge across the Angelina River, etc.; San Antonio Cotton and 
Woolen Manufacturing Company ; Freestone School Association ; Amending Charter 
of ClarksviJle and Mount Pleasant Turnpike Company ; Amending Charter to the 
Texas Iron, Steel, and Copper Manufacturing, Mujini^, and Trading: Company; Mc- 
Kinney Bridge and Ferry Company ; Western Texas Life, Fire, and Marine Insurance 
Company of San Antonio ; Snn. Antonio Water Company ; Texas Life, Fire, and Ma- 
rine insurance Company of Galveston; Waco UT>ion Female Institute; Bosque Col- 
lege and Seminary ; Navisoto Turnpike and Toll Bridge Company ; Lavaca Insurance 
Company ; Corpus Christi Academy. 

There were three Acts relating to particular Counties, and one to Towns, and 
eighty -two private relief bills. 

•-♦-• 

NARRATIVE OF THE ANAHUAC, OR OPENING CAMPAIGN 

0? THE 

TEXAS REVOLUTION. 

BY N. D. LABADIE. 

Having heard much of the vast prairies and surpassing beauties of Texas, I 
mounted my steed, and arrived from Louisiana in Nacogdoches, where I spent 
Christmas-day of 1830. I first delivered my introductory letters to Col. Piedras, 
the commander of that post, and some other prominent citizens of the place. My 
object being to see something of a country of which I had heard so many glowing 
accounts, I set out for San Felipe in January, 1831, at which place I found our 
esteemed townsman, CoL Sam. M. Williams, to whom I delivered some letters, and 
who received me with open arms, inviting me to his house. I, however, took up 
my quarters with Mrs. Peyton, whose name has since become so familiar to 
Texians, and to whom I may again have occasion to refer. A few days after I 
started for Brazoria, in company with Col. Williams and others. Travel being ray 
only business at the time, I found myself in New-Orleans the next month, (Febru- 
ary,) where I was in company with Capt, Henry Austin, and many other Texians, 
with whom I had formed acquaintance. I was induced again to return to Texas, 
and finally came over in the small schooner Martha, commanded by Capt. James 
Spillman, and landed at Anahuic, the 2d of March, 1831. Having a good stock of 
medicines, I was at once employed by Col. Bradburn as surgeon of the Mexican 
garrison at that place, then consit^ting of some 300 men. Being successful in my 
profession I soon had more business than I could well attend to, among the citi- 
zens and 'soldiers. Col. James Morgan, with J. C. Reed, soon after arrived from 
New- Orleans with a large stock of goods. The population of that region increased 
daily, and that increase brought with it the necessity of organizing Anahuac into 
a Court District. For the accomplishment of this object, Stephen F. Austin ad- 
vised that a petition, unanimously signed, should be sent to the capital of CoahuUa 
.and Texas Seventy-two signers were sooix -obtained, and among other thmgs, the 
petition set forth the services rendered by the signers and the inhabitants of the Trin- 
ity River in quellino- the Fredonian war, and prayed a commission to be sent out to put 
them in possession of their lands. In return, a Mexican, named Madeiro, was sent out 
with authority to issue titles. Having arrived at Atoscasito, near the present town 
of Liberty, he stopped with Capt Wm. Orr, a most excellent man and good citizen. 
A call havino- been duly notified, a meeting was held at that place, to select a 
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county seat, and Smith's plantation and Moss's Blufif were the two places put in no- 
mination. A majority of three or four votes having been given in favor of Smith's 
place, it was publicly proclaimed the seat of justice, and called Liberiad. The re- 
quisite municipal officers were next elected ; but this coming to the knowledge of 
Col. Bradburn at Anahuac, he immediately had Madeiro arrested by a file of 
soldiers, and his next step was to send forth a proclamation, accompanied by a fife 
and drum, declaring that Libertad was abrogated, and that Anahuac was the 
county -seat. 

The exaction of duties, contrary to the constitution of 1824, was one of the ear- 
liest grounds of complaint among the colonists. About the 1st of May, 1832, 
meetings were held at Capt. Dorsatt's house relative to the payment of such duties, 
and finally it was resolved that we would form ourselves into a company, privately, 
for the purpose of resistance to this wrong, but osteiisiUy for self-protection against the 
JRtd-sMns, or the Comanches, or the Indian tribes generally. We elected Patrick C. 
Jack our captain, but he was soon after arrested by Bradburn for accepting the 
commission, and put in confinement on board of an American schooner, then lying 
in the channel at Anahuac, under a Mexican guard. During his confinement on 
board we made many efforts to get him released. At last we succeeded. One day 
Judge Williamson (Three-legged Willie) and myself went to Bradburn on the sub- 
ject, and having been refused on two successive calls, we made a third call the 
same day, when Willie became greatly excited, and swore in a style peculiar to 
himself, that he had come for the last time, saying that "he and Dr. L. had deter- 
mined that Jack should have his liberty," and slapping his hands together, he said: 
" I tell you, sir, Jack must come on shore, or you or I wiU be a dead man by to- 
morrow. I tell you. Colonel, that all h-11 will not stop me ; and Dr. L. is a wit- 
ness that what I say is true, and that there are more besides us to make my words 
good, and that blood will flow, if Jack is not released by to-morrow." At last we 
were told that orders had already been issued for him to come on shore by 3 P.M. 
that day. We then bowed and left, and went forthwith, about half a mile, to the 
landing. Dr. Patrick was appointed by our company to receive Jack, and as he 
stepped on shore, he presented him with a rusty sword, as a signal of our respect, 
acknowledging him still as our captain. Two fines were formed by the company, 
through which he was conducted, when, with hats waving m the air, and then three 
hearty cheers, we dispersed. Bradburn, afterwards hearing of these demonstrations 
of triumph, became much exasperated, and threatened to punish every one of us. 
Dr. Patrick had been appointed City Surveyor, and he was immediately dismissed, 
but as my services could not weU be dispensed with, I was not molested. 

About this time W. B. Travis and Patrick C. Jack found their way to the neigh- 
borhood of the Hardins, who hospitably received them, as they did all strangers. 
They soon decided to make their future home in Anahuac, with a view to perfect 
themselves in the Mexican language and laws. It was at this time that many 
slaves were advised to ask their freedom of the commander at Anahuac, who declared 
to them all that they were free and at liberty to go and come, and do as thev pleased, 
lil^e white people. This caused the owners, who were thus deprived of their pro- 
perty, 10 entertain an ill feeling towards Bradburn. This promised freedom to aH 
slaves induced some to run away from Louisiana to Texas, and three of these soon 
presented themselves to Bradburn, by whom they were received. Shortly after, a 
young man named Wm. M. Logan, claimed them as runaways. But Bradburn re- 
fused to give them up, except upon proof and the authority of the Governor of Lou- 
isiana. Logan returned for the requisite documents, and soon came back with all 
the .proofs in due form, and a requisition under the great seal of the Governor of 
Louisiana ; and now comes one among the first causes of the Texas revolution. 
Bradburn told him that the documents would be examined, and an answer given the 
next morning. The next morning Logan presented himself at the appointed hour, 
when he received for answer that the three negroes had asked the protection of the 
Mexican flag, and to that end had enlisted, and he (Bradburn) could not, therefore, 
give them up. This produced a feeling of alarm and indignation throughout the 
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commuaity. Wm. B. Travis, who, it was supposed, had acquired a sufficient know- 
ledge of law during the few montlis he had been studying, was consulted. His 
legal advice is only known by the events that followed. Logan retired to near 
Liberty. One morning soon after, a great commotion was observed in the garrison. 
The few mounted cavalry were spedily paraded, and orders given them. It was 
reported that a fight with some parties was about to take place. Scouts in quick 
succession were sent out, and rumors were circulated that some enemies were 
within a few miles. For a whole night the garrison was under arms. But when 
the morning came, the scene was all changed — all was quiet. Every one inquired 
for the cause of the alarm. A week passed, and finally J. T. White and Silas 
Smith, of Turtle Bayou, made their appearance, and reported to Bradburn that they 
could make no discovery, though they had been as far as the Neches, and spoken 
with many persons. Bradburn now discovered that he had been deceived. He 
called the officer of the guard, and finally the sentinel, whose answers gave a clue 
to the whole of the excitement, about which we had been in profound ignorance. 
The sentinel said that, during one dark, rainy night, same week previous, a tall 
man, wrapped in a big cloak, had advanced towards him, that he hailed him, when 
he answered, ''Amigo," and handed him a letter, which letter, being directed to 
Bradburn, was handed to him the next day, and it was this that caused Bradburn's 
alarm. The letter stated that a magistrate on the Sabine was organizing a com- 
pany of 100 men to cross the Sabine for the purpose of taking the three negroes by 
force, to whom he had given protection. The letter purported to be written by a 
firiend, in order to give him timely warning. It was signed " Billew." Now the 
query was, who was the tall man covered with a cloak, who handed the letter to 
the sentinel ? It was supposed to be Travis, and Bradburn doubtless believed the 
ruse was played by Travis to make him give up the slaves. A day or two after, 
while Travis and Jack were in their office, a guard of thirteen soldiers appeared 
at the door, and took them to the quarters as prisoners, without any explanation of 
the cause. While thus in confinement, Col. James Morgan had them attended by 
one of his slaves. 

One morning, as their clothes were being carried in a bundle to be washed, the 
officer of the day made an examination of them, and a letter was found among 
them, addressed to " 0. P. Q.," who was desired "to have a horse in readiness at a 
certain hour on Thursday night." This attempt at a rescue of the prisoners caused 
Bradburn much uneasiness, and he determined to secure his prisoners more effectu- 
ally. As he was laying the foundation for a fort near Anahuac, a large brick-kiln 
had just been emptied, and all the masons and carpenters were forced to go down, 
to put it up for a prison. In the course of a week the work was completed, and 
two large cannons placed on a platform near by. The two prisoners were now to 
be conducted to the new prison. The whole garrison was put under arms. The 
cavalry made a display at the head of a column. The letter to 0. P. Q. had caused 
a line of sentry to be placed inside with the three prisoners, who were thus doubly 
guarded, in order to be kept safe till the whole force of the garrison was ordered 
out, to conduct the prisoners to the new place of confinement. As they were 
marched out, my heart became full under a consciousness of the perils that awaited 
them in the hands of the tyrant. Standing upon my fence, I waved my hand to 
Travis, greeting him, bidding him be of good cheer, and assurmg him, that help 
would soon be at hand. Both, he and Jack, returned my greeting with a bow, 
when I found it impossible to repress my feelings m view of their possible fate. A 
ball was to be given under the auspices of Bradburn that very night, for the pur- 
pose of trapping some few of us, who had fallen under suspicion. I was asked if 
I would go, but I said, I could not, after witnessing the sad sight of our friends 
being marched to prison under guard. However, after more mature reflection, I con- 
cluded, it would be the most prudent policy to go, being fully satisfied that I would 
be safe, as all the soldiers and officers appreciated my services too much to permit 
me to suffer injury. Before sundown that day, I learned that Col. Morgan, James 
Lindsey, and two others would be taken prisoners, If found there, and that soldiers 
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had been selected for that purpose. I communicated the information to the par- 
ties interested, and all agreed to be there, but that two should be on the watch. 
Some twenty ladies were present, and all was going on right merrily. Col. Mor- 
gan was dancing with my wife, when a soldier gave me the hint to look outj a 
wink to the Colonel was enough— he left my wife standing on the floor, gave a 
leap from the room, and was off, Lindsey and the others doing the same. There 
wa§, however, no confusion or disorder. Immediately the soldiers were seen enter- 
ing, and surrounding the house, and I bid my wife follow me, but the officers came 
and begged me not to go, saying, no harm was intended me. As I came to the 
outside door a gun was pointed at me by a sentinel, forbidding me to pass ; but, 
under the impulse of the moment, I knocked the soldier to one side with my fist, and 
cleared the passage with a leap ; but, finding my wife was not allowed to follow, I 
reentered the room a moment after, when I found all in confusion. I agreed to 
stay a while longer, and finally quiet being again restored, I passed out with my 
wife by another door, guarded by two sentinels who did not venture to molest me. 

A day or two afterwards, Bradburn began to suspect Munroe Edwards as the 
person addressed by the letter to 0. P. Q., and who was to provide the horse. Ed- 
wards was at the time acting as clerk to Messrs. Morgan & Reed, and, having just 
returned from Brazoria, had used imprudent language, that induced me to warn 
him to be more circumspect, or his fate would be sealed. The very next night the 
store was surrounded by soldiers, who, without hardly allowing him time to put on 
his clothes, hurried him a prisoner to the guard-house. 

These doings being reported, created much excitement throughout Austin'g 
Colony, and brought out some of the principal men to propose effectual measures 
of resistance. Soon after, Judee Jack came over in a yawl-boat — by way of San 
Luis Island; but it was with much difficulty he was allowed to see his brother 
and Travis in prison. Although he was threatened by Pacho, (who acted in the 
double capacity of Second in CommHiid and State's Attorney,) yet Jack declared he 
would not return without a personal interview with his brother. Opposition only 
made him the more determined on his purpose, and he at last declared that he 
would see his brother at all haza.ds. Permission was finally granted, probably 
from an apprehension that a refusal would occasion some trouble. The next day 
we escorted Jack back to his boat, and as he left the shore, he assured us that he 
would be back in a few weeks to give us the help we so much needed. 

Several of us urged Bradburn to give the prisoners over to the civil authorities, 
to bo duly tried for any offense they had committed, pledging ourselves that they 
should abide the results of a trial. But all our entreaties were unavailing. 

Word was finally brought to ur that John Austin, Capt. Martin and others, 
numbering some ninety men, had reached Liberty on their way to rescue the pri- 
soners, who by this time, had increased to seventeen in number.- Wm. H. Jack had 
been mainly instrumental in bnnging these men, in conformity with his promise 
when he left. The Liberty boys, always on hand on an emergency, joined Austin's 
Company, increasing the number to 130. Bradburn, who was a shrewd Kentuckian 
by birth, was apprised of these doin.us, and immediately sent out his famous cavalry 
to scour the county and give us a fight. Our command having left Liberty, con- 
cluded to halt on the north prong of Turtle Bayou. A picket-guard of seven men 
having been sent out, were advancing through a skirt of timber to have a view of 
the prairie beyond, where they saw some horses and men whom they took for Brad- 
burn's Cavalry, and being unseen themselves, they left their horses tied, and charg- 
ing on them with their rifles while dismounted, they took the whole number (nine- 
teen in all) prisoners and conducted them to the camp. Next day about noon our 
small company entered Anahuac to demand the surrender of the prisoners. This 
was in June, 1832. A day or two previous, the small schooner Martha had ar- 
rived from the Rio Grande with Col. Souverin, who had been sent as a political 
prisoner for favoring the cause of Santa Anna. On landing he soon learned the 
state of affairs, and tendered his services to us as our commander. He was taken 
to Wm. Hardin's, but his services, were declined. Havmg reported himself to 
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Bradburn, by 10 o'clock, the next day, he carae with full powers from Bradburn 
to treat with us Austin, Martin, Jack, W. D. 0. Hall, and others, entered into an 
agreement to retire six miles from Anahuac and to deliver up all our prisoners, on 
condition that Jack, Travis, and the other American prisoners, should be given up 
the following day, in exchange. This agreement was put to the vote of the whole 
company, who were ordered to parade for that purpose, all those in favor of 
the proposition being: required to shoulder arms. Ritson (known as Jawbone) 
Morris of Clear Creek, and myself, dissented, begging the men to consider the 
risk we would run by giving up our prisoners first; and we urged that the 
exchange should be made at the same time, as Bradburn could not be de- 
pended on to keep bis word. But our arguments were unavailing; the ma- 
jority ratified this agreement Orders were accordingly given for our men to 
retire, when all lett except the few who lived in Anahuac, our prisoners hav- 
ing been discharged. At about 9 o'clock that night, some eight fires were 
kindled and a guard was seen advancing, while a large force was employed in 
carrying off a quantity of ammunition and stores and clothing belonging lo Travis, 
and which had been in our pof^session that day. One of the sentinels told me the 
prisoners would be more lightly guarded, but would not be given up. At about 
midnight the fires were all extinguished, and all retired to the fort, having suc- 
ceeded in securing all they wanted. At six o'clock the next morning, Austin 
came to me with a letter received from Bradburn, in which he declared ihe treaty 
had been broken, and that he would pillage the residence and seize the property 
of every man who had sided against him, or acted with the rebels. 

We immediately set off in a smart gallop, and found our little army encamped 
on the east prong of Turtle Bayou, at the bridge. A meeting was called ; I read 
the letter of the faithless Bradburn ; a cry for volunteers was at once heard, and 
in less than ten minutes sixty of the men were again in their saddles, galloping off 
to prevent the threatened pillage. It was after this portion of the company had 
left, that the remainder of the company called a meeting, and feeling the necessity 
for having some excusable pretext for having taken up arm.«, they decided that it 
was expedient to declare in favor of Santa Anna, and a pronuuciamento was 
agreed upon accordingly, which was signed by Alcalde H. B. Johnson and others. 
This meeting has since been somewhat celebrated as the Turtle Bayou meeting. 

In a short time after, nearly all the company reached Anahuac again, every man 
being ready for a fight. They put their horses in my yard, and prepared to take a 
position for the conflict. The enemy's cavalry with some infantry were seen ad- 
vancing with a (four) pound cannon. Our advanced post then fell back. The 
women became alarm-d and were seen running in every direction to escape the 
range of the tire. The four-pound balls bounded over the ground and raised the 
dust among us. Capt. Dorsatt, having put his wife, two daughttrs, and smaller 
children into a cart, started them for my bouse. But having arrivedat my house, 
they discovered they were in still greater danger, and the women cried out to my 
wife, " Run, run, or you will be killed," and the cart soon disappeared. Next 
were seen several other women running about with dishevelled hair, not knowing 
which way to go for safety. About this time some of those claiming to command, 
gave orders to retreat. I then directed my wife and the other women to take 
shelter under the bluff close by, but while they were going there a ball cut some 
of the limbs of the trees over their heads, which induced them to keep on without 
stopping. The retreat was ordered until it was found the Mexicans had got be- 
tween our men and their horses, and now they discovered to their surprise, that 
they were to have no chance to fight, their officers continuing to order a retreat. 
One German declared he would retreat no further, but advanced and tared upon 
the infantry from the corner of my fence; but he was soon taken prisoner with 
some ten or fifteen others, wiio were afterwards made to mould brick and tramp 
the clay for making them, as a punishment. By night the women had reached 
Taylor White's, some six miles distant. My wife was taken up by Wm. H. Jack, 
and rode behind him on his large American horse. We passed that night at 
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"White's who had been supplying all the compinj for some ten days without 
a charge, with meat, corn-meal, aud other proviaiona. 

Haymg experienced the disadvantage of being without cannon, it was agreed, 
the next morning, that John Austin should go to Brazoria to bring the schooner 
Brazoria, belonging to him, with three cannon at that place, for the purpose of 
landing the cannon at Double Bayou, so that we might be on something like an 
equality with Bradburn. Accordingly, Austin went for the cannon, but 
Ugartachea, who comujanded the furt at Velasco, having received orders from 
Bradburn not to permit the schooner to pass thai place, notified Austin that he 
could proceed no farther. Austin expostulated with him, but to no effect, as 
Ugartachea said his orders were peremptory. As the guns of the fort com- 
manded the river, there was no alternaiive left for Austin but to return or fighf, 
and accordingly, the Brazorians having promptly come to his assistance, the 
battle of Yelasco was then fought, the result of which was, that Ugartachea 
was defeated and compelled to capitulate. On the morning of this fight, I was 
attending on Mrs. John M. Smith at the mouth of Turtle Bayou, where every 
gun was distinctly heard. We were at no loss to understand the cau^e, as we 
had been apprised the day before, by Three-legged Willie, that a fight would 
have to take place, and he assured the men who were waiting at Liberty, that 
the result would be favorable, and that reinforcements might soon be expected 
from Brazoria. It was about this time that we learned of the arrival of Colonel 
Piedras with all his forces from Nacogdoches, he having been sent for by Brad- 
burn to come to his assistance. Piedras had with him also, a considerable 
number of Indian auxiliaries in his service. Piedras was a man of gentlemanly 
• bearing and honorable principles, qualities that were wholly wanting in Brad- 
burn. He came within a mile of our camp, in advance of his command, to learn 
the cause of our having taken up anus. On learning that our object was to 
rescue our fellow-citizens confined in the forires;' at Anahuac, to whom Bradburn 
had refused a trial before the Alcalde, he at once said: "Gentlemen, if this is 
all the cause of the trouble you ^hall have the prisoners, for I will immediately 
have them set at liberty." Whereupon H. B. Jonnson, the Alcalde, William 
Hardin, and some others, went with Piedras to Anahuac to receive the prisoners. 
Meantime Piedras sends orders to his foices, some twenty miles above, to halt 
at the place of Mr. Fields and await fun her orders. 

I may here recur to a circumstance that should not be omitted in the history 
of the times. During all these dififieulties Texas was not without her tories. 
A number of Americans and Germans had formed a company to aid Bradburn 
in carrying out his tyrannical measures. Some of these men were violently 
hostile to many of us, especially to Bill Haidin, who was foremost among us 
in resistance to Bradburn. This Mexican- American company, so called, iearning 
of the arrival of Hardin at Anahuac, declared they would have him, dead or 
alive. He had arrived at Anahuac just at night, and, in company with Johnson, 
stopped with Capt Dorsatt, who, with his family, was then occupying my buse 
for greater safety. At about ten o'clock at night, this tory company arrived, 
but as they were seen coming, Johnson made his escape through a back door, 
but Hardin not having time, hid under two beds, Dorsatt's daughters lying on 
them, one on each side. A cry is heard: "We want Bill Hardin; let him 
come out!" They then searched all through the house. "Here are his shoes," 
says one. "Here is his hat," says another, "get him out; he is in the house." 
They lo<jked every where, under the bed, the tables, and in every corner. Pmally 
they puil^ down the musquito bar. A cry is heard : "Oh! shame, do not disturb 
the girls." Dorsatt became enraged and was preparing for a fight to defend his 
house, when an exclamation is heard: " Here be is! here he is!" His head pro- 
truded a little at one end of the bed, and he was recognized by his sandy hair. 
"Well," says he, "boys, you have found me, but give me time to get out" 
*'Make room for him," said they, aud all prepared to secure him. A moment 
more, a crash is heard. Hardin, gathering aU his strength, and with great 
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presence of mind, broke through the weather-boarding with a desperate effort, 
and iastantly disappeared through the side of the house. He made his way 
towards Liberty, and having caught a horse on the prairie, he arrived on him 
at Liberty by seven o'clock the next morning, a distance of twenty- five miles, 
without saddle or bridle. 

The doings of these men were reported to Piedras, who ordered his cavalry 
to protect Dorsatt's family from further similar outrages. He then set the 
American prisoners at liberty, as he had promised he would do. and then, to com- 
plete the fall measure of justice to the Colonists, he ordered Bradburn to be 
arrested, which was done, and the night following, he gave the command 
of the garrison to Lieut. Juan Cortinez, a worthy officer. The next day, 
Piedras ordered the tory company to be disbanded and to disperse within five 
days, and before that time had expired they were none of them to be seen. 
Travis, Jack, Edwards, and the fourteen other prisoners, having been set at 
liberty and quiet being once more restored, Piedras returned to JSTacogdoches, but 
on arriving there he fouod. the citizens of the place in arms against his authority, 
as they had declared for Santa Anna. After a short skirmish he capitulated, and 
then he and his men were permitted to rttire, when they went to tSan Antonio. 

Travis being free, of course felt no great friendship toward Bradburn. The night 
after Piedras left, Bradburn required a guard from Cortinez, as he professed to fear 
assassination from Travis. 

Cortinez told some that so great was his fear of Travis, ** that he ran to him like 
a lenau (a deer) to be protected by a guard." 

He hid himself in corn-cribs and the woods for two weeks, and at last he was 
piloted to New-Orleans, by some by-ways. "When there, great excitement pre- 
vailed, as all these doings were known, being reported there as fast as they oc- 
curred. He found it necessary to ask the people of New-Orleans, through the 
newspapers, to suspend their opinions for a few days, till he should recruit from 
the fatigues of his journey, promising them he would lay before them the whole 
proceedings in Texas. Meanwhile the Mexican consul chartered a vessel and 
sent him off to Yera Cruz. 

The command having devolved on Lieut. Cortinez, Travis received from him 
friendly treatment, but the officer Lt. Montero, who guarded him at the time the 
company approached the fort for an assault, he would never forgive for the harsh 
and cruel treatment he then received from his hands. 

To avenge this cruel treatment, both Bradburn and Montero dreaded to see them 
at large, hence both hid for a good many days in the Double Bayou woods. 

Austin having defeated Uguartichea at Yelasco, permitted him to evacuate and 
retire to San Antonio; shortly after this, Col. Souverin, by a pronunciamento, as- 
sumes the command of the troops at Anahuac. The following fall having chartered 
two schooners of David and Wm. Harris, he concluded to sail with the whole gar- 
rison to Tampico. 

By means of these two vessels, (for which Messrs. Harris were never paid,) we 
got rid of the Mexicans. The schooner Machanna (one of the two) was wrecked 
near the bar of Soto la Marina, but all the men were landed safe: the other landed 
her men in Tampico. Thus was Anahuac finally relieved from the presence of a 
Mexican garrison and the soldiers from whom the inhabitants had suffered so 
mucli. 
FURTHER ACCOUNT BY COL. F. W. JOHNSON OF THE FIRST 
BREAKINa OUT OF HOSTILITIES. 

rin order to guard against every error in the history of those early events that 
induced the first colonists of Texas to resort to arms in the defense of their rights 
and liberties, we have submitted the foregoing narrative by Dr. Labadie to Col. 
Francis W. Johnson, with the request that he would make such comments and 
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add such further particulars as he might deem necessary to the truth of this im- 
portant portion of Texas history. The following is his reply :] 

I have read with much care and interest Dr. N. D. Labadie's manuscript in rela- 
tion to the causes which led to open resistance in 1832, and fully concur in his 
statement of facts and circumstances leading to the first outbreak of hostilities. 
The usurpation of civil power and the arbitrary conduct of Colonel Bradbum in 
deposing the Alcalde (Hugh B. Johnson) and the members of the Ayuntamiento 
of the municipality of Liberty, and substituting, in their stead, creatures of his own 
— seizing, and appropriating to his own use, private property — arresting and im- 
prisoning, without cause, citizens who claimed a trial before the civil authorities of 
the Jurisdiction, if guilty of any offense, are a few of many causes which might be 
enumerated, and led to resistance. Among the most prominent citizens arrested 
and held in prison by Bradbum, were William B. Travis, Patrick C. Jack, Monroe 
Edwards, and Samuel T. Allen. 

William H. Jack, of San Felipe de Austin, on learning that his brother Patrick 
0., together with others, had been arrested and imprisoned by order of Colonel 
Bradbum, commandant at the post of Anabuac, proceeded to that place and waited 
on Colonel Bradburn for the purpose of ascertaining what, if any, offense had been 
committed by his brother and the other prisoners, and to obtain for them a trial 
before the civil authorities, or their release. In vain did he urge the necessity and 
justice of their immediate release or a trial before the proper authorities of the 
Jurisdiction. No argument that Jack was master of, had the least effect upon this 
petty tyrant, who with great effrontery informed Jack that the prisoners would be 
sent to Yera Cmz and tried by a military court. Mortified and pained to think 
that he could not release or get a trial for the prisoners, nor in any way better their 
painful situation, he returned to his home in San Felipe, determined to make an 
appeal to the people of Austin's Colony. On his arrival at home he called together 
a few friends, and informed them of the result of his visit to Bradburn, and his de- 
termination to appeal to the people. In this his friends agreed with him. The 
most prominent citizens of the place were consulted, and a plan of operations soon 
agreed upon. Colonel William Pettus and William H. Jack were to proceed to 
the settlements of Fort Bend, Brazoria, etc. Robert M. Williamson was to visit 
the settlements of Mill Creek, Coles on the Goliad road and Washington, and give 
notice to the people of the wrongs and outrages committed by Bradburn, and solicit 
them to aid in^subjecting the military tyrant to the civil authorities of the country. 
Benjamin Tennell and Francis W. Johnson were to visit the settlements on Spring 
Creek, Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto and Trinity as high up as Liberty. These ar- 
rangements being completed, Horatio Chinman, Esq.. first constitutional Alcalde 
of tbe Jurisdiction of Austin, was informed of what had been done. Each one who 
had volunteered to rally the people proceeded on their routes. Wherever they 
went they were greeted, and the people responded to the call. Tennell and John- 
son were the first to arrive at Liberty and communicate what was being done in 
Austin's Colony and to solicit their cooperation. They joyously joined us, and 
made common cause. After consulting the Alcalde — Hugh B. Johnson— and 
other citizens of Liberty, it was determined to meet at Minchey's, a few miles 
below Liberty, and there organize and concert such measures as the occasion re- 
quired. As fast as the men from Austin's Colony arrived, they were directed to 
Minchey's, where all were abundantly supplied by the citizens. 

Some two or three days after the arrival of Tennell and Johnson at Liberty, a 
respectable number of men assembled at Mmchey's, where it was resolved that an 
armed force, composed of the citizens of Austin's Colony and the Jurisdiction of 
Liberty, should march upon Anahuac, take up a position, appoint a committee to 
wait on Colonel Bradburn and inform him of the object of the assemblage of the 
citizens before that place. We organized by electing Francis W. Johnson 1st, 
Warren D, C. Hall 2d, and Thomas H, Bradey 3d, in command. This over, and 
necessary measures for subsisting the force, the troops were formed and took up the 
4 
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line of march for Anahuac. Sergeant Blackman with sixteen men under the direc- 
tion of Robt. M. Williamson, formed the advance. Flankers were thrown out on 
each side. Thus we moved forward. We had not marched more than half the 
distance to Turtle Bayou when the advance came upon a party of Mexican cavalry. 
So completely were they surprised that not a gan was fired. We halted and eii- 
camped on the west side of Turtle Bayou— White's crossing. While posting the 
guard, a miscreant, by the name of ELaden — a creature of Jno. M. Smith — shot and 
instantly killed Sergeant Blackman, and escaped under cover of night. 

The next morning we resumed our march, and entered Anahuac at or before 
noon. As soon, thereafter, as our little force was properly posted, a committee, 
composed of Alcaldes Austin and Johnson, Gr, B. McKinstry, H. K. Lewis, and 
Francis W. Johnson, was appointed, and proceeded to the Fort. They were con- 
ducted, through the guard, to the quarters of Colonel Bradburn, and made known 
to him the object of their visit. The committee enforced their demand by every 
argument they were masters of. Bradburn, after being driven to the wall by ar- 
gument, finally informed the committee that Colonel Souverln was the commander 
of the garrison. This gentleman, who had taken part in the conference, now for 
the first time is pointed out as the commanding officer. IsTot being able to effect 
any thing peaceably, we informed Colonels Bradburn and Souverin that we would 
try what virtue there was in force, made our bows and returned to our camp, 
where we reported the result of our mis&ion. 

Thus matters remained until the following day, when some skirmishing took 
place, but resulted in no loss or injury. Several attempts were made to draw the 
enemy out, but without success. On the third day it was determined to send a 
detachment to take a position opposite and within rifle-shot of the fort. For this 
purpose the ground was examined and found practicable. By marching under the 
river bank, the detachment would be covered, and reach the position assigned. 
The bank at that point being high, completely covered the detachment from the 
fire of the fort. While arrangements were bemg made with this view, John A. 
WiUiams sohcited an interview, which was granted. After expressing his regret 
at the turn things had taken, he stated that he had accompanied Colonel Souverin 
fro en Matamoras ; that he had had frequent conversations with him ; and that he was 
devoted to the cause espoused by Santa Anna, and was using his influence with 
the garrison at Anahuac to declare for Santa Anna ; that he had been assured by 
Colonel Souverin that he was disposed to accommodate the citizens, and that pre- 
sent difficulties could be amicably and satisfactorily arranged through commission- 
ers. Williams, although strongly suspected of being favorable to Bradburn, mani- 
fested such zeal and honesty that the Texians agreed to appoint commissioners to 
meet those of the Fort at a time and place agreed upon, (Wm. Hardin's.) The 
commissioners on our part were Captains John Austin, Hugh B. Johnson, and 
Wyly Martin. Terms having been agreed upon, they were made known to the 
command. They were not such as had been expected, and gave a good deal of 
dissatislaction on account of the want of confidence in Mexican faith. Captain 
Martin assured the command that he had the utmost confidence in their good faith ; 
that no one wearing an epaulet would be base enough to forfeit his plighted honor. 
This reconciled most of the men. The command was then ordered to march to 
Taylor White's, on Turtle Bayou, and there await the arrival of the commissioners 
and the Texian prisoners. A small party — from fifteen to thirty — remained with 
the commissioners. At an early hour the next day, firing was heard in the direc- 
tion of Anahuac, and very soon after, an express arrived and informed us that the 
Mexicans had refused to comply with the terms agreed upon, and were marching 
out to attack the small party in Anahuac. The command was immediately put 
under marching order, and had advanced within some two miles when they were 
met by the commissioners and their small party retreating in good order. 

The enemy being in position, and occupying a piece of woodland, and with artil- 
1 Qvy to cover their lines, it was deemed prudent not to attack them under such dis- 
advantageous circumstances. The command was faced about and marched back 
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to Turtle Bayou. After coDsultation. a meeting was called and its object stated, 
whereupon a committee was appointed to draw up a preamble and resolutions 
declaratory of the wrongs and abuses committed by the chief magistrate of the 
nation and bis minions, the military ; and also of the determination of Texas to 
repel further aggressions by the military, and to maintain their rights under the 
constitution of 1824. The committee having performed this duty, the preamble 
and resolutions were unanimously adopted by the meeting. Thus this little band 
boldly proclaimed their rights, and a determination to defend them, and called upon 
all Texas to join them. 

In the evening of the same day, we marched up to Dunman's. Here it was 
determined that Captain John Austin, Geo. B. McKinstry, and others, should pro- 
ceed to Brazoria, for the purpose of raising men and getting artillery and munitions, 
all of which to be transported by water, and landed at some suitable point near 
Anahuac. Colonel William Pettus and Robert M. Williamson were sent to San 
Felipe, for the purpose of raising and forwarding men. In the mean time, the small 
force left in the tield, were to occupy such positions as would enable us to watch 
the movements of the enemy, and, if occasion offered, to strike a blow. From 
Dunman's we took a position at Mosses Spring, where, in a few days after, we 
were joined by Captain Abner KuykendaU and his company, of from forty to sixty 
men, from Austin's colony. Small parties were daily arriving. Thus reinforced, 
we marched forward agaio, and took up a position at Dunman's, were we were 
further reinforced by parties from Austin's Colony, and from Bevil's Settlement, on 
the Neches. Thus again we were enabled to resume offensive measures, and only 
awaited the arrival of artillery to march upon Anahuac. Under this state of 
things, and at this point, we were visited by commissioners from the camp of Colo- 
nel Piedras, who had marched with a <part of his forces, from Nacogdoches, on a 
call from Colonel Bradburn. The conference with the commissioners resulted in 
nothing more than the information that Colonel Piedras was encamped some twenty 
miles north of Liberty. The commissioners were informed of our objects and 
wishes, and an agreement to meet again, on a day named, at James Martin's, near 
Liberty. 

With the enemy in our front and rear, it was determined to take up a stronger 
position, and, accordingly, we were marched to Mosses Spring. On the day ap- 
pointed, the commissioners of Piedras were met at Martui's. Not being able to 
agree upon any thing satisfactory and definite, the commissioners were directed to 
say to Colonel Piedras that we would meet him at or near his camp on a certain 
day, but that, in the mean time, he was not to move forward or backward, as in 
either event it would be held hostile, and put an end to further negotiation. 

With a view to prevent a junction of the two forces, it was determined to take 
up a position near Martin's, where we could more effectually prevent such a union, 
and, if need be, fight them in detail Before leaving Mosses we received news 
by express, of the battle of Yelasco. 

On the day appointed, Francis W. Johnson, Captain Randal Jones and James 
Lindsey, as commissioners, and Captain Francis Adams, as interpreter, met Colonel 
Piedras and his commissioners near their camp. The conference was conducted, 
with all that politeness and courtesy characteristic of the Mexican gentleman. 
We were not long in agreeing on terms, which were, that the prisoners should at 
once be released and delivered over to the Alcalde of Liberty ; that Bradburn 
should be put under arrest, and the command given to the next senior officer. 
Colonel Piedras accompaniod us, that evening, to Captain George Orr's, where he 
spent the night. 

The next morning. Colonel Piedras, accompanied by the Alcalde, Hugh B. 
Johnson, passed our encampment. Being notified of their approach, the troops 
weredrawn up in hue and saluted them. In the evening of that day, they arrived 
at Anahuac, where, the next morning, he was to release and turn over the Texiaa 
prisoners to the Alcalde. Bradburn was put under arrest soon after the arrival of 
C-olonel Piedras. During the night an attempt, it is believed, was made on the 
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life of the Alcalde and William Hardin by some of Bradburn's creatures. Johnson 
escaped with no clothing or covering but pants, shirt, and socks, and arrived at 
our camp at an early hour in the morning. Hardin arrived later on the same day. 
The arrival of these two men, and under the circumstances, created great excite- 
ment and distrust. A company, under Captain Peyton E. Splaner, was ordered 
out on the road to Anahuac, to watch the movements of the enemy, and another 
detachment In the direction of Piedras' camp, with orders to report at the camp to 
be established on the west side of Trinity, near Duncan's Perry. The reports, 
made the following day, show how groundless were the excitement and fears of the 
preceding day. Colonel Piedras complied, to the letter, with his agreement, and 
the Texian prisoners, once more admitted to enjoy the free air and light of heaven, 
were greeted by their countrymen as they wended their way to Martin's. 

Thus ended the Anahuac campaign, and the citizen soldiers returned to their 
respective homes. 

Tours respectfully, P. "W. Johnson. 

[We should here remark, that, at Colonel Johnson's request, we have submitted 
the above account, given by him, to several of those who participated in that first 
campaign, that subsequently led to the Texas revolution, and have received the 
fullest assurance that the facts are all correctly stated. We take pleasure in add- 
ing that we have the promise of Colonel Johnson that he will furnish us, for a sub- 
sequent number of our Almanac, a more full and detailed account, not only of all 
the events of the Anahuac campaign, but of other subsequent campaigns in which 
he participated. — Ed. Texas Almanac] 



SAN JACIKTO CAMPAIGN. 

BY N. D. LABADIE. 

Previous to General Houston's arrival, some 400 men had assembled at Gon- 
zales, and placed themselves under the command of Colonel Neill, where they 
remained for some days anxiously waiting the arrival of reinforcements sufficient 
to justify the attempt to cut their way into the Alamo. 

About the 11th or 12th of March, General Houston arrived and assumed com- 
mand. On the following day the 1st Regiment was organized by electing the 
following officers: Burleson, Colonel; Sherman, Lieutenant^Colonel ; Summerville 
Major. A camp was formed on the east bank of the Guadalupe, just below the 
town. That night news was brought into camp by an old Mexican of the fall of 
the Alamo ; on the following day this sad news was fully confirmed by the 
arrival of Mrs. Dickinson and child, and two negro men-servants of Travis and 
Almonte. They brought information to the effect, that 3000 of the enemy 
would camp on the Cibolo that night Immediately on receiving that informa- 
tion, Houston ordered a retreat. Two cannon that had been procured, were 
thrown into the Guadalupe river, tents and camp-baggage were burnt, as there 
was no way of transporting them in consequence of the great haste to get off, 
and it bemg extremely dark, but few of the horses of the small number they had 
could be found. In fact, the haste was so great that the picket-guard that 
had been posted two or three miles west of the river, were not called in. There 
were many families left in the rear also. About twelve o'clock at night the 
army commenced the retreat ; at daylight next morning, it reached Peach 
Greek, about ten miles distant, where they halted to rest and get breakfast ; 
while there, heavy explosions were heard, which proved to be the blowing up 
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of liquors left in the stores, the town having been set on fire by parties left 
behind. During the next morning, these stragglers were constantly coming up 
with their horses packed down with merchandise taken from the stores before 
setting them on fire ; now and then a family of women and children was with them. 
The army resumed its march towards noon, and continued until it reached 
Burnham's on the Colorado, where it crossed the river and marched down to a 
point opposite Beason's ; here it made a halt for several days. In the mean time 
General Sesma formed a camp on the west bank, where the town of Columbus is 
now situated. His command did not exceed 800 men. "While the army lay at 
this point troops were constantly coming in until the Texas army, in a few days, 
increased to fifteen or sixteen hundred men. 

GENERAL PREPARATION". 
Meetings v^^ere held throughout the country to devise means to meet the 
army of 8000, coming to subjugate Texas; the excitement was very great and 
universal ; and finally delegates were chosen in the several departments to meet 
in convention at Washington. Meanwhile Committees of Vigilance and Safety, 
appointed at the most eligible points, urged upon all the necessity of preparation 
for a decisive conflict; and finally, the Consultation in San FeHpe called for a 
draft to be made in every settlement, to raise the men requisite to meet at San 
Antonio the invading army of Santa Anna. 

THE LIBERTY COMPANY ORGANIZE A^B JOIN THE ARMY. 
About this time, (February, 1836,) a meeting was held at the house of Mrs. 
James, in Liberty county, whose husband had just returned from the siege and 
capture of San Antonio. At this meeting, J. N. Morland, one among the leading 
spirits of the day, related the thrilling events of the campaign at San Antonio, 
the Grass Fight, etc., that had transpired but a few weeks before, and the recital 
inspired increased enthusiasm among all. It was finally agreed that we would 
meet at Liberty on the 11th of March, fully equipped and prepared for the . 
approaching campaign. On the day appointed, all were promptly on the ground, 
and immediately went into an election of officers, when Wm. M. Logan, who had 
distinguished himself in resistance to Bradburn's attempt to set the slaves free, 
was chosen our Captain, and Harper, Hardin, and Branch, were chosen next in 
command, while Moreland was to act as Orderly, as he had acquired some 
knowledge in drill at San Antonio. Thomas Norman, son of Mrs. James, and the 
writer, were the only two from that neighborhood. The company embraced over 
seventy, composed of Beaumont and Liberty boys, and there was not in that 
campaign a more efficient company or a more fearless and determined set of men. 
After the election of officers, Wm. Hardin gave us a fine dinner, when we set' 
forward to meet the enemy. On crossing the river at Green's Ferry on the 12th, 
we met Mr. Padillo returning from the Convention, and from him we learned, for 
the- first time, that Texas had been declared forever feee and independent of 
Mexico, on the 2d inst., (March.) Having given him three hearty cheers for his 
glorious news, we again mounted and proceeded on towards San Felipe by way 
of "New Kentuck." Having arrived at Roberts', we camped at noon to rest our 
horses, and while the writer was cooking the last of his corn-meal, an express 
rides up, giving us the sad tidings of the fall of the Alamo, the slaughter of 
Travis and his men, and the retreat of General Houston, after having set fire to 
Gonzales. He further stated that the entire country west of the Brazos was to 
be abandoned, and that the only hope of safety was to fly to the Sabine without 
delay. This was indeed appalling intelligence, and our spirits were still more 
depressed by the cries of the women of Mr. Roberts' house, who declared that 
they would all be massacred by the Indians. Orders were at once given to 
mount and reach San Felipe by a forced march. In ten minutes we were again 
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on our way. Night overtook us at the "Big Mound," where we camped under 
the six or eight tall pines there, using our saddles for pillows. During that night 
there came up a severe norther, accompanied with rain, and daylight found ^la 
all shivering with the cold and wet, and, to add to our disagreeable position, some 
of our horses could not bo found. Upon this, Menard Maxwell, as brave a man 
as ever shouldered a rifle, cried out : " Captain Logan, give me three men, and I 
will go back for the horses to Robei*ts', for they have undoubtedly taken the back 
track, the cowardly devils." His request was granted, when they started back 
at a brisk trot, while we proceeded on our march in a slow gait. Towards even- 
ing Maxwell overtook us, having recovered the lost horses, and he stated that he 
bad fallen in with Dr. Belden, (who had been of our party, and who we supposed 
was also looking for the horses), who was on his return home, his courage having 
oozed out after hearing the alarming accounts of the massacre of Travis, etc., the 
day before. But Maxwell had taken from him his rifle, shot-pouch, and powder- 
horn, telling him he could go, as he could be of no use to us, but that his rifle 
was needed for some braver man. 

A DISTRESSING SPECTACLE. 
On reaching the Brazos Bottom, the spectacle we witnessed was agonizing and 
well calculated to discourage the stoutest heart. The road was filled with carts 
and wagons loaded with women and children, while other women, for whom there 
was no room in the wagons, were seen walking, some of tlnem barefoot, some 
carrying their smaller children in their arms or on their backs, their other children 
following barefooted ; and other women were again seen with but one shoe, 
having lost the other in the mud ; some of the wagons were broken down, and 
others again were bogged in the deep mud. Taken all in all, the sight was the 
most painful by far, that I ever witnessed. But the cries of the women wer© 
still more distressing, as they called our attention to their forlorn situation, 
raising their hands to Heaven, and declaring they had lost their aU, and knew not 
where to go ; expressing their preference to die on the road rather than be killed 
by the Mexicans or Indians, and imploring with upraised hands, the blessings of 
God on our arms, and encouraging us to be of stout heart, and avert, if possible, 
the disasters that were threatening the country. 

AERIYAL AT SAN FELIPE. 

The bottoms presented an uninterrupted succession of such sights, till we reached 
the ferry opposite San Felipe. The ferry-boat being given to us till we had all crossed 
over, we passed that night in San Felipe, where we replenished our scanty supply 
of provisions, and bought cooking utensils for our campaign. The next morning, 
after having mounted, one Capt. Norton from New- York, made us a big talk, and 
was followed by complimentary speeches from some others, as we were paraded 
opposite Mrs. Peyton's public house ; and our appearance being rather imposing, 
all concluded we would do good service. Mrs. Peyton having gathered around her 
as many of her sex as she could, they all presented themselves in her gallery, where 
they gave us repeated cheers, waving their handkerchiefs incessantly avS we left. 
As our company was the last to pass through that place, some of our men were 
detailed to gather up such straggling parties as they could find, and bring them to- 
gether at San Felipe, with a view to joining the army. Hence we took it on our- 
selves to seize upon all the spare rifles we could find in the hands of those who 
were retreating, leaving only one to every wagon or cart, and these we gave to 
those who were without any, and who were willmg to fight. Having arrived at 
Beason's Ferry on the Colorado, we there found Gen.' Houston with the army en- 
camped, to whom we reported ourselves 20th March. 

During our march firom the Trinity to the Colorado, I had frequent calls to re- 
lieve the common complaints among our men occasioned by exposure, such as 
cramps, colics, and diarrhoea, and I therefore found the stock of medicines, with 
which I had filled my saddle-bags, very useful At times it was with much diffi- 
culty I could keep up with the company, as I had often to remain behind, till I 
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could relieve those attacks, and then had to travel in the night, till I could overtake 
the company. Yet not a single death occurred in our company. 

During one week while we were encamped on the Colorado, our army increased 
by the daily arrivals, from about 600 to 1600 men. In this I know I am correct, as 
we paraded every day, which gave me an opportunity of making a record of the 
numbers on the ground, and I made the entry in my journal. 

NEWS OF FANNIN'S DEFEAT. 
During this time it was understood that orders had been sent to Fannin to re- 
treat, and join us without delay, as the artillery he had was absolutely necessary 
to us. Meantime, while a new camp-ground was being laid off", the bushes cleared 
away, etc., three or four tents being already pitched, the painful news of Fannin's 
defeat was brought into camp by one Peter Carr, whom Houston treated as a spy, 
putting him under guard. We all, however, believed his report to be true, and it 
was corroborated by others the next day, after which the numbers in our camp be- 
gan to diminish rapidly. 

EXPEDITION UNDER CARNES. 
Meantime Gen. Sezma had pitched his camp on the opposite or west bank, and' 
about one mile from the river, and Capt. Carnes was authorized to raise a mounted 
volunteer company to cross over, and reconnoitre the position of the enemy. My- 
self and some twelve others of tbe Liberty company accepted the invitation, and the 
company, numbering sixty-four, having received two days' rations, crossed the river. 
Having again mounted, we were told we had to attack Sezma's camp of 600 men,' 
and that Capt Bird was to follow us, taking his position in the edge of the timber 
to cover our retreat. I was placed second in the lead, and we had an orderly at 
the head of our party, who knew his duty well, having seen years of service in the 
U. S. army ; but Capt. Carnes, though brave, had not the experience necessarj^ in 
a commander. We proceeded in good order, tiU we emerged from the timber on 
the other side, where we observed the enemy's camp in great confusion, caused, 
no doubt, by our unexpected appearance. We were about to wheel to the right, 
expecting to make a dash in full gallop to take the enemy's cannon, but at this mc- 
ment Carnes rides up to the orderly, and gives the order: "Wheel to the left, to 
the left!" Just as he spoke, the whistle of a ball from the cannon, passing over 
our heads, was heard, and the report had scarcely subsided, before another, and 
then another followed, causing our line to break in three or four places, as our 
horses became almost unmanageable. The balls struck the ground at some dis- 
ta,nce beyond us, throwing up clouds of dust. Upon looking back, I found myself 
at the head of only four men, the company having fallen back fully 600 yards to the • 
rear, whom we then joined, as the order to retreat was given. At this time our' 
attention was attracted by two young men, who rushed past us on two white 
horses, with guns in their hands, and their heads tied with handkerchiefs. They 
dashed forward towards some Mexican cavalry, (apparently a scouting part}^,) who 
liastily retreated before them, but the two pursued on till I lost sight of them. 
Order having been restored among us, blessings were pretty liberally bestowed 
on our commander for our failure. A moment alter, we saw the cattle running as if 
frightened, and we knew some body must be approaching, but the rising ground be- 
fore us obsti'ucted our view, till after a few minutes, while we were waiting prepared 
lor a charge, the same two men on white horses were seen driving before them some 
Mexican horses and mules they had taken from the enemy's guard. About the 
same time we also observed, in another direction, the enemy mounted, and coming 
towards us in good order. Capt. Bird's men hid themselves behind trees and 
stumps, some throwing themselves down in the grass for the purpose of getting a 
close shot at them. We immediately stripped our horses, throwing our saddles, 
blankets, etc., into the ferry-boat, and then having driven our horses in, and made 
them swim to the other side of the river, we all took our station in two files just 
under the second bank, where we waited in silence for the enemy to approach suf- 
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ficiently near to give us a hand-to-hand fight. But here we were agam disappointed, 
for the enemy were prudent enough not to approach Avithin ■ a quarter of a mile, 
Avhen they turned and retreated. Having thus failed in our purpose, we recrossed 
the river about dark, and having recovered our horses with some diJSBculty, and 
having lost most of our provisions, we mounted and returned towards the camp, 
and reaching it, lo ! we found it entirely deserted. 

THE RETREAT FROM THE COLORADO. 

We at once perceived that Houston had commenced his retreat. Before leaving 
that morning, it was hinted to me that a retreat was contemplated, notwithstand- 
ing the preparations apparently for a permanent encampment. I then, for the first 
time, addressed Gen. Houston on the subject, who knew me as well as I did him. 
He declared to me that the grass being all eaten up, and the horses starving, it was 
irpportant to get a new and better range, and that, as there was a fine spring and 
plenty of grass six miles distant, he would only move to that place, and then camp. 
But Maj. Beru F. Smith, who knew every thing that was transpiring, afterwards 
took me one side, and said with a wink: "We are going to San Felipe, just as 
straight as the road will lead us — keep this to yourself." 

Finding the army had left, we had nothing to do but to follow, and we did so as 
well as we could in the night ; but after marching till two o'clock, we found we had 
missed the trail, and had gone out of our way some eight miles. Many of us de- 
clared it was necessary to have a better leader, and that, if we could do no better, 
we would elect some one better fitted to command. At near day-break we came 
up with the army at the spring Gen. Houston had named to me. We begged our 
breakfast of our messmates, but were not in the humor to boast of our exploits. 
Ascertaining Houston was determined on continuing the retreat, Col.-Burleson left 
the army for the purpose of removing Ms family to a place of safety. Col. Sherman 
was therefore ordered to put the army in marching order. The retreat was con- 
tinued through, this day, and at night we reached the place of Mr. S. M. Williams, 
about two miles from San Felipe. Here we again camped, using up the fences of 
Mr. Williams for fuel, as the timber was too far distant. As Houston had decided 
on marching up the river some twenty miles opposite Col. Groce's plantation, on 
giving orders to that effect, Sherman found two companies refused to come into 
line, and he sent a message to that effect to Houston, who had gone in advance 
with his staff, when he immediately sent back Col. Hockly with an order to Sher- 
man to put the army in motion, saying, if subordinate commanders were going to 
disobey orders, the sooner it was ascertained the better. One of the companies was 
commanded by Capt. Moseley Baker, the other either by Willey Martin or Bird. The 
army had not marched far, when Gen. Houston sent an order to Baker to defend 
the crossing at San Felipe, and to Martin to defend that at Fort Bend. Sub- 
sequently Baker set fire to San Felipe, and then took his position on the opposite 
bank of the river, where he defended the crossing till he found the main army was 
retreating, and then abandoned it. Baker afterwards asserted, that he burnt San 
Felipe by order of Gen. Houston, but the latter denied it. The enemy afterwards 
finding the crossing at San Felipe defended by Baker, diverged and went down to 
Fort Bend, the crossing at which place Martin was unable to defend, and there 
they crossed over. 

CAMP AT GROCE'S FERRY— SAN FELIPE BURNT, ETC. 

Our camp was pitched near a deep ravine, which had the appearance of having 
' once been the bed of the river, and which miserable hole was our hiding-jDlace for 
about two weeks. San Felipe, having thus been left to its fate by our army, its 
merchants and other inliabitants finally abandoned it, after the buildings were set 
on fire, and burnt to the ground. In relation to the burning of San Felipe, I may 
here remark that on one occasion, in company with J. N. Moreland, I visited Gen. 
Houston, whom we found lying in his tent. Turning towards us, he said : " More- 
land, did you ever hear me give orders to burn the town of San Felipe ?" His re- 
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ply was: "General, I have no recollection of it" " Yefc they blame me for it," 
said Houston. 

ACCOUNTS OP FANNIN'S DEFEAT. 

"While encamped in this filthy place, some three of Fannin's men, wounded, 
barefooted, and ragged, came into camp and related all the particulars of their 
disaster. After a misfortune has happened, it is usually quite an easy matter for 
any body to show how it might have been avoided. So after Fannin's defeat, it 
was plain, that had he obeyed orders and joined the main army at Beason's, with 
his fine artillery, he would not only have saved himself and his men from their 
dreadful fate, but have probably prevented this retreat of the main army. It 
was however, asserted by some, that there was not time for Fannin to effect 
a retreat after the order had reached him, and indeed, it is believed to be a 
matter of much doubt whether the order ever did reach him, as the bearer of it 
only left Gonzales some seven days before the enemy's arrival at Goliad. 
Of this, however, I can only speak from the statements made by others. 
The statements given by these three men have been substantially confirmed by 
all subsequent accounts. They said that Fannin had received three expresses 
from Travis, urging him to go to his relief in the Alamo, but that he refused to do 
so, thinking it important to defend his position in Goliad, where he soon expected 
to achieve a glorious victory over the enemy. Here he wasted some sixteen or 
eighteen days, when he finally concluded to evacuate the place and cross the 
river ; but, by this time, the enemy was rapidly advancing upon him. He had 
proceeded some ten miles on his retreat to the eastward, when he was overtaken 
by the Mexican cavalry, who, in their hurry of pursuit, had taken with them but a 
scanty supply of ammunition. They first appeared in a skirt of timber some mile 
or two in advance of him, while he was in the open prairie, in which exposed 
position he strangely orders a halt, without water or shelter of any kind. The 
enemy were but few in number, but their actual force being concealed by the timber 
they made all the display possible, and when night came on, after considerable 
firing during the day, numerous fires were lit up for a great distance, presenting 
the appearance of a vast army. Fannin had caused a temporary breastwork to be 
thrown up by means of his carts, wagons, etc. He had, during the day, received 
a flesh-wound from a musket-ball, from which he became feverish, and suffering 
from want of water and food during the night, and witnessing great suffering from 
want of water among all his men, he became disheartened. Early in the morning 
the enemy, pursuing their usual resort to stratagems and treachery, caused their 
accursed white flag to be again sent in, (this being the second time,) promising an 
honorable capitulation, etc. In his despondency, and supposing himself over- 
powered by numbers, Fannin accepts the terms, and surrenders without firing a 
gun. It was soon after ascertained that the enemy's ammunition was about 
exhausted, and that, had Fannin renewed the fire, he would have won the 
victory. The subsequent unhappy fate of the Georgia Battalion is known to all. 

SICKNESS IN CAMP— KE-ORGANIZATION, ETC. 
While our army lay thus encamped in the Brazos Swamp, using stagnant water 
from the old bed of the river, a great deal of sickness prevailed among the men, 
which caused serious alarm. It was then deemed proper to organize the army on 
the best possible plan, and many promotions were made, by which means our 
Liberty Company was reduced from eighty to fifty in number, and of this Captain 
Logan complained much. It was here also, that the Medical Staff' was organized, 
April 6. To Dr. Phelps was assigned the Hospital, which, for some weeks before, 
had been kept on Groce's plantation, where a few sick had been sent. Dr. 
Ewing received the appointment of Surgeon-general, and by him Dr. Bomer and 
the writer were appointed Surgeons of the first regiment of Regulars. The Sur- 
geons of the Volunteer Regiments were appointed by their respective command- 
ers. Burleson of the 1st Regiment appointed Doctors Davidson and Fitzhue, and 
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Sherman of the 2nd Regiment appointed Doctors Anson Jones, (late President 
Jones,) and Booker. I was afterwards apprised of these appointments by Dr. 
Bomer, who was quite a stranger to me. The next day wo entered upon the 
new duties assigned us. The medicine-chest, such as it was, I found in great 
confusion. Having arranged it as well as possible, a cart was given me for its 
transportation, as soon as we should again be on our march. 

Owing to the state of inactivity and the increase of diarrhcea in the army, great 
discontent and murmuring were manifested among all the officers and men. The 
steamboat Yellow Stone, under Captain E-oss, lying at the Perry, was placed 
under guard for our future use. 

SANTA ANNA'S CHALLENGE— TALK OP SUPERSEDING HOUSTON. 

Meantime the feeling of discontent increased. The news of the burning of San 
Felipe, of the advance of Santa Anna in person, of his reaching San Felipe and 
Fort Bend, rendered our men impatient of this delay. One day a Mr. Kuy- 
kendall came into camp, and stated that he had been taken prisoner by some 
Mexicans while eating his dinner in his own house; that he was taken before Santa 
Anna, who received him kindly, and then gave him his liberty, telling him to go 
and hunt up General Houston, and tell him that he, Santa Anna, was tired of 
hunting after him and his army, like so many Indians in the woods, but that if he 
would come out of his hiding-place, he would give him a fight in the open 
prairie. This challenge was a little too much for the Texas boys, and the desire 
to meet the enemy became almost uncontrollable. Col. Sidney Sherman had been 
elected Colonel of the Second Regiment, to which the Liberty Company belonged, 
and while all were saying it was time to be doing something besides lying in 
idleness and getting sick, upon hearing this challenge it was declared to be 
necessary that the army should have another commander, and Colonel Sherman 
was pointed out as the man best calculated to meet the emergency. This came 
to the ears of General Houston, who at once caused notices to be written and 
stuck on trees with wooden pegs, to the effect that the first man who should beat 
for volunteers, should be court-martialed and shot. One of these notices was 
pinned to a hickory tree not six feet from the tent of the Liberty Company, and 
Colonel Lynch and others pointed it out to me. J. N. Moreland, (who was a 
strong friend to the Commander,) and Major Ben Smith, and Dr. Ewing, all 
came to us and desired that no such st^p, as that spoken of, should be taken, as 
there was no doubt the camp would break up within a few days. 

ROBBINS' FERRY— ARRIYAL OF THE "TWIN SISTERS." 

The next day, some one from the Red Lands arrived and reported that a 
company from that section had reached Robbins' Ferry on the Trinity, where it 
had halted, as Mr. Robbins stated it to be the wish of the Commander that the 
company should proceed no farther to the west. In reply, Houston said, in my 
presence, it was right, and that it was his order for the company to stop there. 
About this time news came to us that two pieces of artillery had been landed at 
Harrisburg and would reach the camp within five days. It was this mainly, that 
put an end to the movement of beating up for a volunteer commander. By request 
of Dr. Ewing, I went with him to visit Dr. Phelps at the Hospital, on the other or 
east side of the river, at Groce's plantation. This was on Friday, and as we were 
about returning, (April 10th,) we got news that the cannon would probably arrive 
that night, and the next day they reached Groce's house. The day following, 
(Sunday,) I crossed over again, (our camp was only half a mile from the Ferry,) 
in company with several others, and found the two little pieces of ordnance, 
(afcerwards christened the " Twin Sisters,") standing before Mr. Groce's house, 
and on entering the house we found several ladies of the house and neighbor- 
hood employed in making flannel bags, while my friend Moreland was tying 
theoi. This was about noon on Sunday. Old Mr. Groce, whose hospitality I had 
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experienced when I crossed his feny in 1831, and to whom I had letters of intro- 
duction, at once recognized me and expressed his pleasure at seeing me again. 

THE CAMP AT GROCE'S BREAKS UP AND CROSSES THE RIYEK 

Having now possession of these two four-pound pieces, preparations for the 
march were at once made, and the whole army soon crossed on the Yellow Stone 
without difficulty. I believe the crossing was commenced on the 12th, and I know 
it was completed on the 13th and 14th, as my journal is to that effect. Most of 
the troops, with a part of the camp equipage, crossed on the 13th; and on that 
night Col. Sherman received authority from Gen. Houston to superintend the cross- 
ing, and by him the last of the army baggage was brought over on the 14:th, only two 
yoke of oxen having been lost by being taken down with the strong current — the 
river then being high and rising. The next day, on the 15th, the army marched 
six miles to Mr. Donohoe's place, and then camped. While the companies Avere 
taking the ground allotted them, I observed Capt. Moseley Baker, (who had just 
joined us,) apparently much absorbed in thought. As Gen. Houston came up, he 
said to him : " General, according to your orders, I have retreated with my com- 
pany, which is now encamped in good order, three miles above." Then came 
Capt. Martin, who said: "General, I have brought but my sword ; my company 
has disbanded. On hearing that you were retreating to Nacogdoches, they de- 
clared they would no longer bear arms, but would protect their families, and they 
have therefore all dispersed." I was then standing within four or five steps of 
Gen. Houston, and I asked Capt. Baker if his company was on the road to Rob- 
bins' Ferry. " They are on that road," said he. " But," said T, " are you and your 
menwiUing to retreat there?" " Where ?" said he. "To the Red Lands," I re- 
plied. "No, never 1 never 1" said he ; "for if Gen. Houston ^vill not take us to 
meet the enemy, we will elect a commander who will." This he said in a loud 
voice, so that Gen. Houston heard it, and turned towards us with a nod, and then 
finishing lys conversation with Capt. Martin, he passed by us suddenly and began 
cursing the men for taking the fence for firewood ; but they paid no attention to 
him, and by next morning there was scarcely a raQ left. 

SICKNESS— DOUBTS AS TO WHICH ROAD WOULD BE TAKEN. 

The next day, 16th, brought the army to near Mr. Roberts' place, and here a 
heavy Texas rain poured upon us. Owing to the measles having broken out in 
the army, I deemed it prudent to give permits to those afflicted to go to their 
homes, and some eight men were discharged by my advice. Durhag our march 
through the rain and c®ld, one of my patients sufiering from the measles, was so 
much exposed that I gave him my only cloak, as it appeared to be a case of life 
and death. The young man's father hearing of his son's sickness, soon came to 
see him. I said : " Mr. McLaughlin, you had better take your sons home (there 
were two of them) or else one of them will die ;" and I then conducted them beyond 
the guard, which is the last I ever saw of them or my cloak. 

Havuig sent away all the sick who had friends, still enough remained to keep 
the physicians employed, especially the writer, who had charge of the medicine- 
cart, that was drawn by oxen, one yoke of which belonged to a Mrs. Mann. 
Owing to the conflicting opinions as to which road the army was to take after 
reaching Mr. Roberts, where it forked, I wanted to satisfy myself on that point, and 
went to ^ Maj. Ben. Smith, for information. He replied to my inquiry that it was 
his opinion the army would continue straight on and cross the Trinity at Robbins' 
Ferry. As many were unwilUng to go on that road, a halt was expected to be 
made at Roberts', and as we neared that point (17th April) the writer, with three 
or four others, galloped to near the advance guard, the Captain of which told us he 
had received no orders, but would go between the two roads. As Gen. Houston 
was now coming up, several of us desired Mr. Roberts, who was standmg on his 
p^te, to pomt out to sll—the road to Earrisburgh Gen. Houston was then close by, 
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when Eoberts raised his hand, and elevating his voice, cried out: " That right hand 
road will carry you to Harrisburg just as straight as a compass." A shout was 
then raised : "To the right, boys, to the right." The whole line was fast closino; 
up, as the music had stopped ; but upon hearing the shout from the men, the 
music proceeded to the right. The advance-guard, then a quarter of a mile ahead, 
between the two roads, seeing the music take the right, wheeled also to the right • 
and then loud and joyous shouts followed in succession, and the band of music for- 
getting itself in its enthusiasm, distanced all t;he rest, a small squad only keeping 
up with them, when Maj. Wells galloped by me, ordering them to halt till the 
wagons, cannons, medicme-cart, etc., could come up. 

MRS. MANN AND HER OXEN. 

Here I first discovered my medicine-cart was missing, when I learned that, 
owing to some difficulty with Mrs. Mann about her oxen, it had been left behind. 
Riding back, I reached the spot just in time to see Mrs. Mann driving off her yoke 
of oxen, declaring they should go no further that way. 

The driver was now left with but a single yoke of miserable small oxen ; but I 
found him laughing at the ridiculous scene of having been compelled by a woman 
to stop and give up the best part of his team, though he excused himself for hav- 
ing made the surrender by declaring that she was a man afcer all, and that it was 
no easy matter to find another to match her. "How did this happen?" said L 
" Why, said he, she said she had loaned her oxen to Gen. Houston to go as far as 
the ferry on the Trinity, but as the army had changed its course, she said she 
would be d — d if the General should have her oxen any longer." " But how, 
said I, could you give them up ?" " Why, said he, she showed fight when I re- 
sisted, presenting her pistol, and then I thought it most prudent to surrender." 

MARCH CONTINUED TO HARRISBURGH, ETC. 

Some six miles further on our march, I observed " Three-legged Willie" gallop- 
ing up to Gen. Houston, dressed in buck-skin and with a coon-skin cap ornamented 
with some half a dozen old coons' tails that were dangling on his shoulders. Gen. 
Houston then ordered him to go with all possible speed to the Red Land Company 
with directions that they should join the army, as it had now changed its course to 
Harrisburgh. That night the army camped at the head of a bayou, and some time 
that night the Red Land Company arrived. By request of its commander, the 
next morning his company was allowed to rest till 11 A.M., with orders then to 
follow on as a rear guard and join the army that night. We arrived opposite Har- 
risburgh about noon, when the smoke at the town told us too plainly to be mis- 
taken, that the enemy had been there before us, and set fire to its buildings. After 
camping a little below, our spy. Deaf Smith, found means to cross the Bayou with 
a few others; and about 8 o'clock, that night, he came back bringing captive a 
Mexican Express carrier with a pair of deer-skin saddle-bags full of documents for 
Santa Anna. These saddle-bags had belonged to Travis, and had his name upon 
them. He had come from Mexico by way of San Antonio. That night Col. Sher- 
man was ordered to cross the cavalry over the Bayou at that place, thinking the 
enemy was still lurking in the neighborhood. He took one of the cannon and 
placed it upon the bank of the Bayou to protect his men, while crossing. He had 
succeeded in crossing Capt. Karnes' company, by swimming his horses and sending 
over his baggage on a raft which had been constructed for the purpose, when he 
received orders through Col, Rusk, to discontinue crossing the men, as it was ascer- 
tained that, by crossing at Harrisburgh they would have another difficult Bayou 
(Syms') to cross, on the march to Ljnchburg. Accordingly the balance of the 
cavalry joined the main army next morning and crossed Buffalo Bayou below the 
raouih of Syms'. The next day, at'Bray's Bayou, a flat-boat was found loaded vnth 
corn-meal, etc., intended for the division under General Cos, but we found those 
eupplies quite as acceptable to us as they could have been to Cos. By dusk that 
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day, the army had all crossed over, Dr. Phelps haviog been left to attend to some 
ten or twelve who were sick with the diarrhoea ; the Red Land company, consist- 
ing of some 40 men, also remaining to guard the camp. My horse having been 
taken by some one without my consent, I got Dr. Davidson to take my saddle-bags 
with his own, both being jfilled with bandages that we had made as -chance threw 
a few rags in our way. 

SPEECHES TO THE ARMY. 

We had all the particulars of Santa Anna being in advance of us, and we now 
felt certain that a decisive conflict was bound to take place. Before crossing the 
Bayou, Gen. Houston made us an animated speech, towards the conclusion of which 
he said : " The army will cross and we will meet the enemy. Some of us may be 
killed and must be killed ; but, soldiers, remember the Alamo, the Alamo I the Ala- 
mo 1" Maj. Somerville remarked : ** After such a speech, but d— d few will be taken 
prisoners — that I know." Col. Rusk then made a most eloquent speech inspiring 
all with an enthusiastic and eager desire to meet the enemy, calling also upon the 
men to remember the Alamo and Goliad, and in the midst of his speech he stopped 
suddenly, saying, "I have done," as if it had just occurred to him that it was a 
waste of words to talk to men who had been so long impatient for the very conflict 
that was now about to take place. 

THE MARCH AND EYENTS OF THE 19th. 

Having crossed, I waited for the staff, who were all mounted except myself and 
two others, whose horses could not be found, and we preferred to walk, rather than 
lose the chance of a fight which we then expected would take place that very night 
and within a mile or two. As Gen. Houston came by me, he inquired why I was 
on foot, and having had my answer, he rode up to Col. Perry, saying: *'How came 
you to disobey orders ?" "General," said he, " I was one of the first to cross, and I 
went a little ahead of the guard to learn something of the enemy ; but the guard 
having overtaken me, would take no excuse, but brought me back to you." Hous- 
ton said: *' Consider yourself arrested and give me your pistols; I believe you have 
been in communication with the enemy." But the Colonel declared he had not; 
however, his pistols were returned to him the day before the fight. Having marched 
till 11 o'clock, our advance reported that the enemy had taken the New- Washing- 
ton road. Orders were then given to halt. Rifle in hand, I then lay down alongside 
of a log, without cloak or blanket. The ground was wet, and as I was cold and 
shivering, a cold norther having chilled the night air, I was truly grateful for a 
share of Dr. Swing's blanket, as he lay down by my side. As we knew not what 
moment an attack might be made, we passed a comfortless and sleepless night, 
without supper, and with our rifles under our heads to be ready at a moment's 
warning. 

THE MARCH AND SKIRMISH OF THE 20th. 

Daybreak finally dawns. Slowly crawling out, I perceived all was silent, the guard 
only standing around a small fire, awaiting the return of the spies. By and by 
the sleepers arose, and by 6 o'clock we are again on our march towards Lynchburg. 
Having passed a small bayou, orders were given to halt for breakfast. Our guns 
were stacked, and three cows that happened to be nearby, were shot down, and 
immediately large numbers started off for wood to kindle fires. The surgeons' mess 
was the third fire kindled. A pot of brackish water with a handful of half-pounded 
coffee thrown in was ready to boil, when Dr. Booker came up with a dozen eggs, 
which were at once put into the pot of coffee to boil. At this moment, the spies 
were seen coming in a gallop, when the word was given : *' To arms, to your arms!" 
The eggs were taken out, and each one drinks his small share of the hot boihng 
coffee the best way he could ; but when the eggs were found to contain chickens, 
I surrendered my share to others, who finding them well cooked, swallowed them 
quickly, when each seized his rifle and hastened to his post, leaving some fifcy fires 
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just kindled, or the faggots prepared for them. The spies reported that only the 
advance guard of the euemj was in sight/^ Upon examining our rifles we found 
they required fresh priming, and then one after another discharged his gun for the 
purpose of Joading afresh making a perfect roar of musketry, till oyer 400 were 
tired across the bayou. _ Gen. Houston, who had all along been silent, now raised 
his steutonan yoice, crymg: "Stop that firing, stop that firing. G-d d-n you, I say 
stop the firmg.' Some of us said, "Our guns haye been loaded oyer tU weeks 
and we will not meet the enemy with them wet," and then, right before his face 
bang goes another, and still another. By this time, raising himself up to his full 
height and holding his drawn sword, he declared he would run through the first 
man that would fire. One man close by myself said, '' General, it wSn't do for 
you to try that game on us;" and with the most perfect indifference, he fires his 
rifle as he spoke. The General then gaye it up. After reloading and reprimin^ 
the march was contmued, and soon a smoke was discoyered in the distance The 
G-eneral pointed it out to me, remarking: " Can that be the prairie on fire ?" I re- 
phed that the heayy dew and light rain of the night would not permit the prairie 
to burn so early m the morning, and suggested that, from the direction, it must be 
JMew- Washington on fire, and soon we all became conyinced that the enemy had 
set fare to the buildmgs of that place, and that the adyance now coming had been 
sent to prepare the way for crossing at Lynchburg, and a guard was therefore at 
once ordered to defend that point. At about 10 oclock we entered the timber and 
pitched our camp on the bank of the Bayou. This was the 20th of April 'The 
companies had scarcely taken their ground, our cannon being placed in the edge of 
the timber, when the enemy was seen, from the rising ground before us, apparently 
preparing their camping-ground. At the same time a sail is also seen coming up 
ihe Bayou, when the guard, haying reached the ferry, hid themselyes till the boac 
came abreast, when they hailed the men in the boat to come ashore. As they did 
not heed the request, some halfdozen balls were shot across, whereupon some 
jumped into the water, while another lay flat in the bottom, but putting his head 
up, he exclaimed: *' Don't shoot, don't shoot 1 I am an American." He was then 
told to shovy himself, when it was discoyered that he was a printer in the Telegraph 
office, at Harrisburgh ; his Mexican companions having plunged into the water, he 
was left alone. As he could not manage the boat, some two or three of our men 
swam in and brought the boat up to our camp loaded with supplies that we yery 
much needed, but which had been taken from the stores in New- Washington and 
sent up for the enemy, the boat being, at the same time, intended to cross their 
army at the fe-rry. Haying opened a barrel of flour, I secured a small tin pan full, 
and haying made it into dough, I threw it on the hot embers, and in ten minutes 
it was bread ; but I had to diyide with so many, that the piece left for myself was 
scarcely as large as a common biscuit. 

=^ I afterwards learned from others that Washington Secress, one of the best spies in the army 
while scouting with some others, had discovered a small party of Mexicans in the direction of New- 
Washinpion ; whereupon Sherman was ordered to go in pursuit of them. He pursued thorn with 
some 175 of his best mounted men, as far as Mr Ruth's place, on the Baj^, by which time the Mexi- 
can party he was in pursuit of met the main army under Santa Anna, coming up with a view to cross 
over at Lynchburg. Col. Sherman then called a halt, and seeing a boy at a distance driving a 
cart, he sent four men to take the cart, which they did, sending the boy to Sherman, who then 
found he was an American taken by the enemy at Harrisburg, and to whom Santa Anna had pro- 
mised his liberty, if he would drive the cart «o Lynchburg, The men were afterwards compelled 
to abandon the cart, as the enemy was coming upon them. Col. Sherman immediately sent the boy 
to Gen. Houston, wiih a message that the enemy was coming in force, and requested aid to be 
sent him, as he wished to attack them from a point of timber through which he expected them to 
pass. By this means Sherman hoped to bring on a general engagement before the enemy could 
cross, and thereby prevent further retreating. Houston, however, did not send the aid, and Sher- 
man then drew his men out of the point of timber, and marched just in advance of the enemy, till 
he reached the main army. Santa Anna, afterwards said he had no expectation of meeting any 
other force than the few men with Sherman, and that he thought he was getting them where they 
could not escape him. He supposed Houston had gone to the Trinity with the main army. 
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SOME TORIES DISCOYERED. 
We soon after discovered some men on the hills beyond Lynchburg, whom we 
took to be a reinforcement coming from the East, and some men were sent over in 
a canoe, to ascertain the particulars. It was found out that they were some of the 
Texas tories, and had come to pilot Santa Anna across to the Sabine, where he 
was going to fulQU his boast, that he would plant his standard on the banks of the 
Sabine, proclaiming it the Mexican boundary. These men, finding they had mis- 
taken the Texan for the Mexican army, made a hasty retreat and disappeared, 

THE FIRST SKIRMISHING-. 
About 1 o'clock. Col. Sherman came riding up in advance of the mounted men, 
with whom he had been reconnoitering, informing G-en. Houston that the enemy 
were close by; and directly after, the enemy's cavalry was observed in motion, passing 
through the prairie about a mile, when, striking our trail, they advanced towards us 
in fine order, with trumpets sounding. As the dragoons approached, over sixty of us 
stood before our two pieces of artillery ; and as the music became louder and more 
piercing, as it came nearer, Houston showed himself restless and uneasy, walking 
backward and forward, casting his eyes towards the cannon and toward the advancing 
enemy. Nearly all the men lay flat on the grass, to hide our force as much as pos- 
sible. In the stillness of that moment, not a word, nor a whisper, was heard, 
nothing save the still more penetrating sounds of the instruments, and the thrill- 
ing notes of the bugle. J. N. Moreland and Capt. Neill commanded the cannon. 
" Moreland," said Houston, "are you ready?'' "It is not time yet," said More- 
land, "they are too far." I was on intimate terms with Moreland, and we were 
messmates, and thinking the guns were too much elevated, I observed to him they 
should be lowered more ; but before they were sufficiently lowered, the word was 
given by Houston, "Clear the guns and fire!" but no execution is done except to 
cause the cavalry to wheel to the right, and regain the main body. Great wag 
the disappointment among our men, in being thus cheated of the expected fight, 




I met Col. Gr. W. Hockley, who was handing a letter to an express, saying to him : 
" Get all the axes in camp, and bring the fiat-boat down to-night. Cross over, and 
go as quick as Almighty God will let you." The express started, but not knowing 
the way, as I afterwards heard, he did not reach Harrisburgh till the next day, as 
he had to head Green's Bayou to get there. After he had left, the purpose was 
well understood, to cut trees to enable the army to cross; but the men declared, 
that not a tree should be cut down, but that they would give battle at once. Soon 
after, the enemy advanced his twelve-pound brass piece to an island of oaks, nearly 
half-way between the two armies, and began to throw grape-shot at us; but for- 
tunately the shot passed over us, now and then cutting the hmbs of the trees, 
which fell among us, while the shot fell in the Bayou and on the opposite bank! 
Our small pieces returned the fire, and profiting from our first blunder, their muz- 
zles were lowered, till we could see every shot count. We saw two of their mules 
harnessed to their cannon, shot down, their ammunition-box broken in pieces, and 
other execution done. Fmding the enemy taking shelter in another island of tim- 
ber, about 400 yards from the road towards the marsh, the writer stood three 
fourths of an hour trying to get a shot at them, as they lay in the grass, which was 
there nearly waist high. Finding the distance too great for my rifle, I returned 
and just at this time, a grape-shot struck Col. Neil, falling almost perpendicularly' 
Another came within four inches of my head, and, striking the ground, rolled a few 
feet, fillmg my shoe with dirt. I picked it up, and found it a three or four-ounce 
copper ball. 

Gen. Houston then ordered CoL Sherman, with about half of his mounted men 
then m their saddles, (Capt Logan's company being of the number,) to take pos' 
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session of an island of timber, about 100 yards distant. On entering the limber, 
Sherman found concealed in a thicket, a large body of the enemy, though he had 
been told there were none there. The order was then given immediately to coun- 
termarch, as nothing could be effected in such a thicket with their horses ; but be- 
fore the movement could be effected, the enemy (about 400) fired upon them, kill- 
ing several horses; one being a fine stallion, belonging to N. Moss, and another a 
mare, ridden by E. T. Branch, and wounding some more. I was then standing with- 
in fifty or eighty yards, having taken my stand, as before, to see if I could pick 
some of them off. I saw Branch fall, as his mare fell under him, and picking up 
his rifle, he ran towards me as if for life, causing a hearty laugh, in which he joiued, 
saying, he had never had so tall a fall before. To make a proper return for this, 
our little cannon were brought to bear on that cluster of oaks, and the effects of 
the shots are visible to this day, as the oaks were cut from ten feet high to the 
ground, and they, in their turn, had to make a hasty retreat. 

DAHING ATTACK BY SHERMAN AND LAMAR. 

The enemy then withdrew their artillery, and the fire ceased. Our cannon had 
been exchanging shots with that of the enemy during the day. About 4 o'clock 
in the evening Col. Sherman asked Gen. Houston's X->^rmission to call for mounted 
volunteers to take their cannon, as it was some distance from their main body, and 
supported by their cavalry amounting to about 100 men. Col. S. was of the 
opinion he could beat off their cavalry and run their cannon into our camp before 
they could get a reinforcement. Gen. Houston reluctantly consented ; but before 
Col. S. could get his men ready for the attack (about 70 having volunteered, among 
them were Cols.Lamar and Handy) the enemy withdrew their cannon, leaving their 
cavalry in the prairie. Sherman immediately charged them, and drove them bad^ 
under the guns of their main body. The Texians, being composed mostly of rifle- 
men mounted for the purpose, were compelled to fall back and dismount, to reload 
their long rifles. The enemy, perceiving their condition, at least one half on the 
ground, they dashed down upon them, forcing them to defend themselves as best 
they could, until they were again in their saddles, when they forced the enemy 
back the second time. In the mean time Santa Anna, who had been watching the 
fight, and constantly directing his orderly bugler to sound, " Give no quarter /" or- 
dered out several hundred infantry to cut off the retreat of the Texians. The con- 
sequence was, Sherman, with only about *?0 mounted men, contended some time 
with their cavalry, several hundred infantry, and their artillery which was constant- 
ly pouring in grape-shot. While in this situation, Sherman sent Major Wells to 
bring up Col. Willard's command of regulars which had been promised him by 
Houston to engage their mfantry, while he was contending with their cavalry. 
Wells soon returned with the mortifying intelligence that Willard's orders had been 
countermanded, remarking, that he must get out of the scrape the best way he 
could. Of course, the Texians were compelled to retreat. Their loss was three 
men wounded and several horses killed. Meantime the Twin Sisters were ordered 
to be in readiness to afford assistance. I stood by with Moreland and seven others 
to work one of them. The attack is made. The smoke and then the reports ot 
the guns showed that the engagement had commenced. Houston orders one can- 
non only to advance. With my rifle in one hand I took hold of the rope with the 
other, and we moved forward pretty briskly about 300 yards, but it required all 
our strength to move the carriage over the hog-bed prairie, and a halt was 
ordered. The combatants were advancing, then recedmg, with sudden evolutions 
and rapid movements. ' Again we are ordered to advance, and while moving as 
lively as we could, General Houston called to me, saying: "Doctor, here is a 
wounded man : go to him." Leaving my place to another, I followed and found it 
was Woodlief, who was wounded in the hip. After reacliing a large oak, I ordered 
his attendant to stop, and we helped him down from his saddle upon the grass, 
resting his head upon a large knot the best we could. A moment after, young 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



TEXAS REYOLTjnOK. 



53 



Trask was brought in with his thigh bone broken by a ball. After probing the 
wound with my finger, I told Dr. Ewing it was either a grape-shot or a scopette 
ounce ball, such as scopettes carry. He and Dr. Jones declared it was a common 
bullet-hole. I told them to examine for themselves, but as he did not belong to 
my regiment, I said no more. 

The brave men who were making this attack upon the enemy on his own 
ground, finding they were unsupported, as had been agreed, were compelled to r^ 
treat. The fact is, the company promised them had never been ordered out at all, 
and hence they were liable to be entirely cut ofi" and sacrificed, and they had there- 
fore no alternative but to retire. Thus'ended the skirmishing of the 20th. Trask 
andWoodlief were sent across the bayou to Gen. Zavalla's house. 

The number of our men in camp was quite small, having diminished from 1600 
on the Colorado, to what we now estimated at less than 800 ; yet all were confident, 
as every man believed himself equal to four of the enemy. Night came on, findioig 
as rather hungry, as we had eaten nothing during the day, save what little each 
happened to have in his pocket or wallet. The guards of the night were doubled, 
and a most profound silence prevailed throughout our camp till morning. 

THE 21ST AND ITS GLORIOUS RESULTS. 

The morning of the ever memorable 21st of April dawned and exhibited many 
cheerful and animated faces, though some presented an expression of despondency. 
All were seen exchanging opinion's as to what was best to do, and all were of the 
same mind, the common expression being: ''Let us attack the enemy and give 
them h— 11 at once." The flat-boat that had' been ordered with the axes for mating 
a floating bridge to cross the army, had not arrived ; and had it arrived, not a man 
would have put it and the axes to the use intended, as a retreat was the furthest 
fr'om their thoughts. An immediate and hand-to-hand fight was the desire of all 
the men. 

RE-IXFORCEMENTS TO THE ENEMY. 

Breakfast was hardly over (with those who had any, for some had little or noth- 
ing to eat) when our spies reported a large number of mules in sight, with pack-- 
saddles on. And now there "was a general murmur, for most agreed that it was a 
re-inforcement to the enemy, though others insisted that these mules had strayed 
from the enemy's camp, and were now only being driven back. Erastus, cornmoD- 
ly known as Deaf Smith, passed by me remarking : ''A hot time is preparing for us 
-^the enemy is increasing." As Col. Lynch had a small spy-glass, we walked at 
least a quarter of a mile into the prairie, and we plainly saw the soldiers v^alking 
by the side of the pack-mules, and judged the mules to number about 200. 
Houston declared it was only a sham, and no re-inforcement. Yet many became 
clamorous, and murmurs were heard to the efitect that: ''The delays of our coD3t- 
mander are continually adding strength to the enemy, and diminishing our own; 
yesterday, they had 500; to-day, they'^have 1500, and to-morrow they will have 
6000. To-day, we mvst fight, or never." As this long string of mules disappeared, 
Deaf Smith, who was standing near me holding his horse, remarked : "They have 
traveled over our track. The bridge at Vince's ought to be burnt down. I will 
«ee the General." Upon this, he mounted his horse, and two minutes after he rides 
up to me, saying: "Where is your horse? The General thinks it a good plan. Yoa 
must go with nie and help cut down the bridge. I know where I can get an axe.*' 
Einding me on foot, he said: "Never mind, I will find another." At about 2 
o'clock, he returned, and I asked him how he had succeeded. He said: ''I first 
fired it, but it would not burn ; and I then cut away a few timbers and made it fall 
into the bayou." At about ten that morning, Col. Wharton visited every m-esa in 
camp, and slapping his hands together, he spoke loud and quick: "Boys, there is 
BJ3 other word to-day but fight, tight ! Now is the time !" Every man was eager 
for it, but all feared another disappointment, as the commander still showed no ois- 
position whatever to lead the men out. Over one-half the men paraded, expect- 
ing orders, but, up to noon, nothing could be decided: yet the- desire of the men 
only JBcreased the more, until finally, Houston said to "Wharton : "Fight, and b« 
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daamed. This ^^-as enough. Wliarton again went among the men to prepare 
thwn telling them the order had been given at last— that it was now decided. 
JNiew hfe and animation were now depicted on every countenance, as the joyful in- 
telligence was given. JMany of the companies had been standing for over four 
hours, expectmg orders to march each moment, and their patience was well-nigh 
exhausted. It was past three o'clock when all the arrangements were finally con- 
cludal The music struck up a lively air as we bid good-by to our camp. We 
found the enemy somewhat unprepared for us at that hour. Our men havino; 
rnarched half the distance in single file, were then formed into parallel lines and 
ordered to advance. At this moment Drs. Booker, Davidson and Fitzhue, with 
the writer, consulk-d as to what post we should take, as no orders had been 
received from the Surgeon-General. No place having been assigned to us, we 
decided that it was best'to follow the line, and fight with our arms as circumstances 
pught direct. Dr. Davidson preferred the right, Dr. Fitzhue the centre, and the 
wciter chose his former regiment under Col. Sherman on the left. We shook hands 
and parted. I had hardly reached my position,'^ when a rifle discharge from the 
2d Regiment (the left wing) was heard, followed by a discharge from the rest — the 
canuon roared, and a general engagement ensued, amid showers of bullets. I ob- 
served Gen. Kusk, accompauied'by Dr. Mott, riding in full gallop on the rear and 
coming towards the left. 

HOUSTOX ORDERS A HALT. 

On a sudden a halt is made in obedience to an order. Upon which Rusk shouts 
to the top of his voice: "If we stop we are cut to pieces. Don't stop — go ahead — 
give them hell." A moment after, and the writer with four others find themselves 
within twenty yards of some of the enemy's Ccxvalry, thinking the while, it was 
^^wsk_ and Mott. As they wheeled to retreat, we 'saw our shots tell on them 
effectively. We reload, and run some twenty yards to fire, and this was re- 
peated some four or. five times, when we found ourselves in the midst of the enemy's 
baggage, from which they were running for life. A young man by my side re- 
ceived a ball in the hip, which caused him to fall against me. A Mexican soldier 
- a(" that instant received four balls through him, standing not ten yards from where 
we stood. Having pursued the enemy into the woods, we found many had thrown 
themselves into the bayou, having ou'ly their heads above water. It was here that 
one or two women were killed by some' one aiming at their heads, probably mistak- 
iog them for men, and two or three others taken prisoners. 

COLONEL BERTRAND. 

I pur.sued a fresh trail into the marsh, and came upon Col. Eertrand, who had 
bogf^ed, and on his knees ho begged for his life. Supposing myself alone, I ex- 
tended my left hand to raise him up, but was surprised to hear a voice behind me 
saying: ^'Oh! I know him ; he is Col. Bertrand, of San Antonio de Bexar. Gene- 
ral Teran made him Colonel." This was said by one Sanchez, a Mexican, in Capt. 
Seguin's Company, composed of some thirty Mexicans fighting on our side. Me 

*The Texian army was formed in the following order : The right wiug and centre was 
composed of Burleson's Eegiment, Millard's Regiment of Regulars, the artillery under Hock- 
ley, the cavalry under Lamar, the left wing of the army under Sherman. The latter took a 
direct route through an island of timber, in order to attack the enemy's right, commanded 
by Col. Almonte, while the former marched a considerable distance around, in order to coaae 
-upon the enemy's left and in front of their breastworks, which chey had thrown up duriixg 
that day and the day previous. Sherman's regiment commenced the action on the left, aiatd 
Stove the enemy's right into the timber before Houston got up with his division. In a few mo- 
menls, however, he was on the ground, and opened on their left, when the action became gen- 
eral. The enemy was driven through one piece of timber when they came to a boggy bay«pu. 
It was here that Houston called a kalt. 
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had scarcely done speaking when I obserred three others coming up with leyelled 
guns. I cried out to them : ''Don't shoot, don't shoot; I have taken him prison- 
er." These words were hardly spoken, when bang goes a gun, the ball entering 
the forehead of poor Bertrand, and my hand and clothes are spattered with kis 
brains, as he falls dead at my feet. 

OTHER ETENTS OF THE DAY. 

Seeing Col. Rusk at a distance, on horse-back, I walked up to him. ''Where is Dr. 
MottV" said I. "Oh ! poor fellow, he is shot," he replied. As we were returning to- 
wards the enemy's camp, two men were seen hid in the grass. A gallop soon brought 
Rusk up to them ; but as they were rising and in the act of taking off their coats, 
they were both shot dead by four men coming up just behind us. Rusk, as if 
thunder-struck, turning toward me said; "Le't us go; it is enough." Having 
reached the spot where I left my wounded comrade, I observed Gen. Houston on a 
bay poney, with his leg over the pommel of the saddle. ''Doctor," said he, "I am 
glad to see you ; are you hurt ?" "Xot at all," said I. "Well," he rejoined, "I have 
Had two horses shot under me, and have received a ball in my ankle, but am not 
badly hurt." "Do you wish to have it dressed?" said I. "Oh ! no, not now, but 
will when I get back to the camp. I can stand it well enough till then." He 
then faces his horse about, and orders the drum to beat a retreat. But the men, 
paying no attention to the order, shouted with expressions of exultation over the 
glorious victory, and it was difficult to hear anything distinctly. Gen. Houston 
then orders the' drum to stop. Then while I was within ten feet of him, he cries 
out, as loud as he could raise his voice: "Parade, men, parade!" But the shouts 
and halloing were too long and loud ; and Houston, seeing he could not restore or- 
der, cries at the top of his voice: "Gentlemen! gentlemen! gentlemen! (a mo- 
mentary stillness ensues) gentlemen ! I applaud your bravery, but damn your man- 
ners." He then turns his horse towards the baggage-depot, when Col. Wharton 
comes Up to us, and speaks to Houston in alow voice, pointing in various direc- 
tions, as if showing what he thought should be done, when Houston turning and 
looking him full in the face, says: "Col. Wharton, you have commanded loug 
enough; damn you, go about your business." Wharton makes no reply, out tak- 
ing a gourd of water hanging at the pommel of his saddle, drinks copiously, and 
theu rides off, while Houston rode to Col. Turner's company, to whom he gave some 
orders. It had now become quite dark, and I returned with Dr. Fitzhue to our 
camp, where I found a crowd of prisoners well guarded, and towards tbem were 
pointed the twelve-pound brass cannon, taken that day, and the "Twin Sisters," 
all loaded and prepared to pour destruction upon the dispirited prisoners. 

GENERAL REJOICING. 

It is needless to attempt any description of the unbounded rejoicings and expres - 
sions of heart-felt gratitude to the God of battles for our success. The inhabitants, 
mostly of the Trinity, had all abandoned their homes, and the whole country pre- 
sented one vast scene of wide-spread desolation. In all directions were seen car- 
cases of oxen, the debris of broken wheels and sledges, and numberless graves, 
(almost insight of each other,) of children, women, and men, who were taken sick 
from exposure and want of proper food, and died from want of proper treatment ; 
and being buried alongside of the roads they were traveling to escape from the 
enemy, they furnished unmistakable evidence of the great suffering and distress of 
the country, and these sights had served to nerve our arms against an enemy 
from whom no mercy coulS be expected. It was, indeed, a fit occasion for rejoic- 
ing, and many poured out their most heartfelt thanks to God for a victory won 
almost against the will of their commander, who, when he could no longer put off 
the action, finally yielded to the incessant demands by both officers and men, to b« 
allowed to meet the enemy, and determine, at once, the fate that awaited us ; but 
there was scarce a man in the army who felt th« least doubt as to th« F#amlt. 
. All were eonfident of snccese. 
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THE WOUNDED. 

Our rejoicing was not, howerer, nnmingled with son-ow, as we beard of the^ 
death of some of our friends. Lieut. Lamb was shot dead on the ground and 
jGung Bngham was mortally wounded, and both were buried with the honors of 
war. The wounded were taken across the bajou to Gen. Zavalla's house 
and at ten o'clock that night, Dr. Ewing summoned me to cross over with the two 
ast of the wounded, brought trom the battle-field, making (19) nineteen in all 
badly wounded, thirteen of whom were lying on the floor, suffering from wounds 
of ranous kinds, fourteen of whom belonged to Billingsly's company. The few 
bandages we had provided were divided between Dr. Davidson and myself, and 
with them we went to work. I was assisted by only one attendant with a candle. 
Scarcely could I dress the wounds of one, when others would call on me for relief 
tTom their great sufferings. Thus I continued until seven had passed through mv 
hands. All I had eaten for the past two days, (the 20th and 21st,) was the^smail 
piece of bread I had made from the flour on the flat-boat, which I had to run off 
with. 1 had beed afflicted with rheumatic pains in consequence of Iving on the 
wet and cold ground, and from the time we crossed Mill Creek to the'sist, I was 
never two hours at a time free from suffering, and Dr. Ewing several times 
advised me to leave the army, which I was determined not to do as long as I 
eould walk. The excitement of the 21st had predominated over my pains, but no 
sooner had I returned to camp than my pains began to cause me to suffer, and I 
ielt reluctant to attend upon the wounded, especially as I knew there were sur- 
geons enough who were well, to attend upon three times as many. The stooping 
position I was compelled to assume to dress the wounded as they lay upon the 
floor, caused my pains to be still more acute, when I declared to Dr. Phelps, who 
was present, that I couJd proceed no further, and asked him, as the Hospital Sur- 
geon, if the other surgeons were not to do duty. He said they had all left and 
gone over to the camp. It was now two o'clock in the morning of the 22d, and I 
said to Dr. Phelps that I was too much exhausted to proceed any further. He 
then brought me a bowl of tea and some hard biscuit, which tasted to me better 
than anything I had eaten for years, and gave me renewed strength, so that I got 
\ipon my knees again and finished dressing the wounded, after which I lay down 
on the same floor with them and soon fell into a most refreshing sleep, from which 
I waked three hours after, freer from pains than I had been since setting out on 
the campaign. 

THE TWENTY-SECOND, AND ITS EVENTS. 
At six o'clock A. M., of the 22d, I crossed over to the camp, when I learned 
many dispatches had been sent to all parts of Texas announcing the victory. I 
soon observed many strange faces, all congratulating us on the victory, and 
expressing regret that they could not cross the bayou to participate in it, when we 
all knew very well they were lying hid, awaiting the result, in order to take 
advantage of it, whether for or against us. There are cowards andtories in every 
revolution, and Texas was favored with a smaller proportion of this class than 
msually falls to the lot of other nations. 

NUMBER OP OFFICERS AND WOUNDED OF THE ENEMY. 
Pmoners were being brought in to the guard-house every hour, until very little 
Botice was taken of them. Colonel Hockley requested me to make out a correct regis 
t«ir af the number ef stldieri and officer* captured, aid aiso af tht K«aifcer of wounded. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



TEXAS REVOLUTION. 



57 



prisoners. With pencil and paper I entered the lines, and stated in a loud 
voice what I wanted, requesting the officers to fall into line, according to grade. 
Not understanding me fully, I observed that many turned pale, while others hesi- 
tated and feared, being well apprised, doubtless, of the fate that would have 
awaited us had we been taken prisoners. I soon found difficulty in making out 
my list, owing to the eagerness among our men to see G-eneral Cos, who had just 
been brought in a prisoner. It was difficult for the sentinels to keep the crowd 
away. One would say he had seen Cos in San Antonio last fall. Another: " Why, 
he is but a damned scrub of a thing, after all," etc. Finally, he became impatient 
under so many jeers, and begging a blanket, he covered his head and laid down 
to await his fate. At last I assured them all that their lives were safe so long as 
they would remain quiet, and having made them understand my object, they 
readily obeyed my directions. With the aid of two or three officers I soon com- 
pleted the list. The number of officers, ranking from a heutenant to a general, 
was forty-nine, without including Cos, who made just fifty, and the number of 
wounded prisoners was 280 privates. 

Dr. Ewing then called on me to know if I would attend upon the wounded 
prisoners ; but I declined. The same application was made by Dr. Bomer, Dr. 
Anson Jones, Colonel Hockley, and others, to all of whom I gave the same 
answer. The fact was, I had not only performed my duties in my own regiment, 
but had often done the duties of others, and these labors I was no longer willing 
to perform. For three days the prisoners were suffering for surgical aid, and 
finall}^, Houston sent for me a second time. " Dr. Labadie," said he, "every one 
points you out as the only surgeon willing to perform your 4uty. I want you to 
take care of the wounded prisoners. Go to them; don't let them suffer." I told 
him I had attended on the garrison at Anahuac eleven months, day and night, for 
which I had never received one cent, through the rascality of Bradburn, and that 
I had resolved never to attend on that nation again, unless my pay was secured 
to me. Houston then promised he would -pay me $300, if I would attend upon 
these prisoners, to which I agreed, in the presence of Col. Hockley, Dr. A. Jones, 
and four or five others, and I faithfully discharged that duty, but have never yet 
received the first cent of the promised compensation. 

SANTA ANNA BROUGHT IN PRISONER. 

Wiilst I was laboriously occupied in dressing the wounds of the prisoners, (I 
think it was the third day after the battle, ) Mr. Sylvester, a young printer, who had 
come out with Col. Sherman from Cincinnati, rode up with his rifle on his left 
shoulder, and conducting a prisoner. I was then engaged in dressing the arm of a 
lieutenant near the west line of the square in which the prisoners were confined. 
The sentinel, as usual, was about admitting the prisoner, who refused to come in : 
whereupon Mr. Sylvester called to me: " Dr. Labadie, what does this man want ?" 
He desired me to interpret for his prisoner, and so I arose, and addressing the man, 
I told him in Spanish, this was the place where all the prisoners were kept. He 
replied that he wanted to see Gen, Houston. " Is he in camp ?" said he. " Yes," 
I rephed, " Mr. Sylvester, take this man to yonder oak-tree, (pointing towards the 
bayou,) where Gen. Houston lies." As they left, I observed that all the Mexican 
officers arose at once, and my little wounded lieutenant whispered to me : ^'&t El 
Fresidente'' — he is the President. At once I folded up my instruments, and followed 
after them, and met Col. Hocklc}^ calling me to come quickly, as I was wanted. 
Having arrived at the spot, I found Houston lying on his back, and on his left 
was the prisoner, sitting on a chest. He politely returned my salute, and I said to 
him, pointing : " This is Gen. Houston : do you want any thing of him?" He re- 
plied: " Tell Gen. Houston, that Gen. Santa Anna stands before him, a prisoner." 
Houston, having ^ heard the words interpreted, appeared much surprised, and turn- 
ing on his left side, he said : " Gen. Santa Anna, in what condition do you sur- 
render yourself?" ''A prisoner of war," said he, and continued : " Whilst I was in 
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the camino royal — the public highway — I met two of your soldiers, to whom I sur- 
rendered myself, a prisoner of war." " Well," said Gen. Houston, " tell Gen. Santa 
Anna, that so long as he shall remain in the boundaries I shall allot him, I will 
be responsible for his hfe." On hearing this, Santa Anna's countenance brightened 
up, saying: "Tell Gen. Houston that I am tired of blood and war, and have seen 
enough of this country to know that the two people can not live under the same 
laws, and I am willing to treat with him as to the boundaries of the two countries. " 
In reply Gen. Houston said : " Tell him, T can not treat with him ; but the Cabinet 
that is in Galveston, will make a treaty with him." By this time the crowd had 
increased, till they pressed against Santa Anna and myself, as we were sitting to- 
gether on the chest, bending us forward, and I had to request them to stand back, 
when Gen. Houston directed Col. Hockley to order the guard to disperse the 
crowd. But the eagerness of all was so great to see Santa Anna, that but few 
withdrew until the music began to play, and the cry was heard calling to parade. 
About this time Col. Hockley came leading in young Zavalla, to serve as inter- 
preter in my place, as he spoke both languages well. ISTearly all the officers were 
permitted to enter the square, among whom I observed Col. Rusk, Capt. Allen, 
Capt. Heard, Dr. Phelps, Col. Millard, and otiiers. As Santa Anna had proposed 
to treat for peace. Col. Rusk said: "Filosola, I learn, is coming and is near by, and 
we will have to give him battle." "No," said Santa Anna, "I will order him to 
return." "No," says Rusk, " order him to deliver up himself and army as prisoners 
of war." " Ho I" said he, " he will not do it, he will not do it," (nodding his head 
up and down as he repeats the words.) "You have whipped me, I am your pri- 
soner; but Filisola is«ot whipped. He will not surrender as a prisoner of war. Ton 
must whip him first. But if I give him orders to leave the limits of Texas, be will 
do it, he will do it." It was then agreed, be should issue the order. It was sug- 
gested, whether it would not be better to issue his order on official stamped paper. 
He remarked: "It would be better." Houston then requested Hackley to have 
the paper procured. Col. Almonte was soon brought in, when men were dispatched 
to the battle-ground, to bring the marquee, chests, etc., belonging to him. Mean- 
time, Santa Anna pays many compliments to Almonte, and flatters Houston in 
rather extravagant terms. At last, finding things wear a rather favorable aspect, 
he began to extend his look upon the crowd, which he had not before done. He 
then inquired, if Cos had escaped. When told he was a prisoner, he then asked 
after another, then another, and finally after Castrion. He is answered by Als- 
bury : " Castrion lies dead on the field." He bowed his head, paused, and said no 
more. By and by a remark was made as to the manner he had treated the defenders 
of the \lamo. ^'It is," said he, "the fortune of war." Rusk said: "But how is 
it about Fannin at Goliad ?" " Fannin," said he, "e^ vive — he is hving, he is not 
dead." At this time we had no certain knowledge of the fate of Fannin himself 
Turning to Maj. Allen, afterwards Mayor of Galveston, he said: "You look like a 
Mexican." "No," said Allen, "I am not, I was in Tampico with Gen. Mexia." 
" Hugh 1" said Santa Anna, "Mexia was un grande stulto, a great fool." Then 
turning towards Dr. Phelps, he said: "You look like a Mexican." As Dr. P. lay 
some claim to royal blood, the remark caused him to blush, and he said very 
abruptly : " No, I never was — I am an American." 

My duties now calling me away, I returned to my wounded, nearly all of whom 
had been crossed over to Zavalla's, that place being used as the hospital. 

SANTA ANNA'S DRESS. 

The reason why Santa Anna was not at once recognized, was the disguise of bis 
dress. He had on a glazed leather cap, a striped jacket, (volunteer roundabout,) 
country made, coarse cotton socks, soldier's coarse white linen pants, bespattered 
with mud. His fine linen bosom shirt, and sharp-pointed shoes were all that did 
not correspond with a common soldier's dress. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



TEXAS REVOLUTION. 



59 



MANNER OF SANTA ANNA'S CAPTURE. 

Mr. Sylvester related, that he was, with two others, scouting near Vince's 
Bayou, when, turning out from the road, sonae few deer were seen at a distance. 
" Boys," said one, " stop here till I get a shot at those bucks." Then riding cau- 
tiously through the skirt of the timber, at a proper distance from the deer, he dis- 
momits, ties his horse, and, keeping his eyes on the deer, creeps cautiously towards 
them. All at once, he observes their heads and tails up, as usual when about to 
start, and suddenly they leaped oflf. As their heads were turned from him, he 
knew something else had caused their alarm. He returns, remounts his horse, 
and, beckoning to his companions to come up, he tells them that something had 
frightened off the deer, and he would see what it was ; and, starting off, they soon 
come to the spot, when, after looking about, they finally discovered a man lying in 
the grass; and, riding up to him, they ordered him to get up. Manifesting fatigue, 
he appeared unwilling to rise. One of them then said, "Boys, I'll make him 
move," levelling his gun at the same time. "Don't shoot, don't shoot," said the 
others; and, getting down from his horse, one of them gave him a kick, saying: 
" Get up, get up." The man then slowly arose. As none of them undei-stood 
Spanish, they could not talk to him, but they saw plainly he was a Mexican officer, 
though entirely unknown to them. One of them gave him his horse to allow him 
to rest, while the other two rode by his side, till they got within hah" a mile of the 
camp, when he was made to dismount; the one who had walked on foot now re- 
suming his saddle, proceeded alone with the prisoner to the camp, the other two 
returning to scout througli the prairie. It was thus that he was brought to the 
prisoner's square, as before stated, where I was employed with the wounded, 

HOW SANTA ANNA ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE. 

Up to this time it was supposed that Santa Anna had made his escape, and 
hence there was the less suspicion as to who he reallj^ was. Colonel Castrillio,* 
of the Cavalry, stated to me some time after, at Liberty, (where all the Mexican 
officers were guarded prisoners,) that he had captured a large black stallion belong- 
ing to Mr. Vince, when the army was crossing Vince's Bayou, and was on its way 
towards New-Washington, and that he was riding this horse, on the 21st, when we 
made the unexpected attack on their camp. He said that Santa Anna was then 
standing by him, and seeing our rapid advance, and his own inevitable defeat, he ex- 
claimed: " The battle is lost." " Whereupon," said Castrihio, "I dismounted, and, 
Santa Anna not having his horse ready, on account of the suddenness of the attack, 
I said to him : ' My G-eneral, mount my horse and fly.' In an instant he was off." 
It was supposed, therefore, by Castrillio, that he had made good his escape. No one 
but myself had probably known how he had escaped, as the above statement b}^ Cas- 
trillio was made to me alone. Santa Anna's saddle was found on the battle-field ; 
that on Yiuce's horse was not Santa Anna's, which is a proof of the correctness of 
Castrillio's statement. Santa Anna was certainly not a backwoods-man. The 
horse during the night was probably permitted by his rider to take his own course, 
(the rider not knowing which way to go,) and he, naturally enough, went to Yince's, 
it being his home. But the bridge having been cut down by Deaf Smith, attempts 
were probably made to ford the Bayou in other places, and in so doing the horse 
became bogged, and in extricating himself, Santa Anna doubtless also got in the 
mud, which accounts for his appearance when found. However this may be, he 
certainly had very little knowledge of the country, for he might easily have 
headed the Bayou, in a distance of two miles, when his way would have been open 
to meet Filisola's army, then on its way to join him. This was done by the captain 
of his cavalry, who was the first to bear the tidings of the defeat to Filisola's camp, 
by which the latter was induced to counter-march at once. 

* I maj not spell this name right, but spell it nearly as I heard it pronounced- 
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DISTRESSUSTG- DEATH OF BR. MOTT. 

Although there were some twenty-three of our men lying wounded on the floor 
of the hospital, of which Dr. Phelps was surgeon, yet for three days none of them 
kad their wounds dressed a second time, except four oi' five who had been attended 
by their regular surgeon. Dr. Anson Jones; who was attending on Dr. Mott, de- 
sired my presence, and I readily assented. Poor Mott, I never can forget him. It 
was but a few days before, whilst awaiting our chance to cross tl:ke Bayou, on our 
first arrival opposite Harrisburgh, I saw young Mott reclining his head on Rusk's 
shoulder, while seated on the bank. It reminded me of an affectionate son lying 
on the bosom of a father. Mott was rarely ever out of sight of the one in whom 
he reposed all his hopes. Colonel Rusk appeared equally attaclied to him. As 
I entered the little room where he- lay, he cast on me one of those looks of deep 
distress, that too often speak despondency to the physic-ian. Extending my hand 
to, him I felt his tremulous grasp, as he said : " Doctor, I am a gone case." Alasf 
what could I say ? Dr. Jones was by him, doing- all that c-ould be done to allay his 
sufferings, but all in vain. He was shot through th-e abdomen, and his bowels 
were so mudi lacerated that mortificatian was now taking place, this being the third- 
day. He was begging- constantly for drink, but nothing could remain on his 
stomach. "0 G-od!" said he, ^' do stop my vomiting." "My friend, said I, 
'''j^our time is come; God alone can help you, for we cun not.'^ '^Must I die ?"" 
said he. '^It is your lot now to part from us ; but trust in God. You have don& 
your duty, and what have you to dread?" '^Nothing, nothing, nothing I " said he. 
The scene was too painful — I turrned away. He scarcely spoke after, and died 
that nights 

YOUNa TRASK AND OTHERS. 

Next I saw Mr. Trask lying on the floor with his thigh broken,, having beea 
w^ounded on the 20th. As I. shook hands with him, he remarked, that his suffer- 
ings were hourly increasing. When^I stated to him my firm belief that he had a 
copper ball in his leg that caused his suffering, he said: "As the cannon fired, I 
felt my thigh painful, but can't say whether it is lead or copper." Passing from one 
to another, I encouraged them all I could. Those whose friends had come for them 
were greatly cheered at the prospect of being at home i^n a few days. Those wha 
had friends -in Texas were daily being called upon by them, and the number in the 
hospital was ilist diminishing ;- and it was fortunate, for we had nothing fit to give 
them. Beef-tea and hard biscuit, bi'ought up by Colonel Morg-an, was all we had 
for them, and that without salt. 

ARRIVAL OP MORGAN'S STEAMER. 

The boat that brought us these supphes, appeared in sight, I believe, on the 23d» 
and when the smoke was seen at a distance, we were all anxious to know what it 
was, though we had very little doubt it was sent by the Government fi"om Galveston 
with supplies and reinforcements. The steamer arrived at the landing with some 
thirty resolute-looking men, mostly strangers, Colonel James Morgan being the 
commander, assisted by Prior Bryant, They had expected to have ta fight their 
way through the enemy, and tlie sides of the boat were therefore piled up with cotton 
bales for protection. The men were completely armed cap-d.-^te^ and would, 
doubtless, have made a good fig'ht ; but they had heard of ' our victory at New- 
Washington, where Colonel Morgan witnessed the sad sight of his town in smoul- 
dering ruins. This steamer returned immediately^, and brought up the colonists, 
together with more provisions. 

ACCIDENT IN THE CAMP. 

The wounded having been removed to Zavalla's Point, my duties required m©- 
also to cross over, and there I found destitution on all sides. I stated to Col. Hock- 
ley the, necessity of providing bandages,, salves, etc., a^ there was nothing of th& 
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kiad on hand. While I was searching a pile of plunder taken from the battle- 
field, taking some sheets for bandages, etc., some young men occupied in examin- 
ing the Mexican pistols, accidentally touched the trip:ger of one of them, causing 
it to discharge a ball which grazed the chin of Col. Handy, as he was writing, en- 
tering hi« left arm, while he sat taking an inventory of the articles. He fell, 
though not dangerously wounded; and the burning wad^ falling on some cart- 
ridges, caused over twenty cartridge-boxes to explode, scattering the fragments in 
every direction. I seized a bucket on the bank of the Bayou, close by^ and filling it 
with water, I dashed it over the burning combustibles, and stopped the further 
explosion. In my further examination of tho plunder, I found a good supply of 
bees-wax and tallow,, which served my purpose, for the time, for making salves. 

THE SPOILS. 

Twelve thousand dollars in specie were captured from- the enemy, and it had 
been decided that it should be dibtributed among the captors. As the camp, under 
command of Gen. Rusk, had now moved up to Dr^ Patrick^s, some three 
miles above, on account of the offensive atmosphere in the vicinity of the battle- 
field, occasioned by the dead, I therefore authorized Capt. Logan to receive my 
share of the prize-money. But instead of getting any share of this, Cols. Forbes 
and Burleson brought an account of ^15 against me, for sheets I had used for the 
wounded. Thus it was ; the money had been counted so often, and by so many, 
that it naturally stuck to their fingers, till but $7000 were left. I was told that 
Gen. Houston cursed them in his peculiar way for their rascally conduct, and 
swore the money should be counted no more. His cursing, as usual, did very 
little good; and, as usual also, those who did the least towards securing the vic- 
tory, appropriated to themselves the largest share of the spoils. The drones got 
the best of the food in camp, and at the last, they seized on all the money they 
could touch, whilst the hard workers fared the worst. I got nothing. The blan- 
kets, saddles, horses, etc., taken from the enemy, were sold at auction, but I know 
not what became of the proceeds.. Col. Lamar was the highest bidder for Santa 
Anna'"s saddle, his bid, I believe, being $3'00. It was richly mounted with silver. 
Some friends- of Gen.. Houston claimed it for him, but Lamar insisted on his right 
to his purchase, contending also- that he had done as much scs Houswn to secure 
the victory. I understood that $3(>00 were voted- to the navy, but I know not 
whether any in the navy ever got a dollar of it. 

URISSA'S ACCOUNT OF THE ALAMO MASSACRE. 
One day Dr. Phelps being about to leave for his place on the Brazos, ree^uested 
me to take charge of some eight or nine of the wounded, thus adding to my 
labors. Among others, he pointed out to me a Mexican officer wounded on the 
20th, on whom Dr. Cooper had been attending. Learning that this officer was 
present at the storming of tlie Alamo, I desired him to give me a statement of the 
facts connected with that event, which had happened but a few weeks before, and 
about which our information was vague and uncertain. He first made some 
inquiries of the details of the battle o-f the 21st, the number of killed, wounded, 
etc.^ asking the names of the Mexican officers that had been taken prisoners, and 
that had been killed. "Is General Castrion alive?" said he. "No," said T, "his 
body has been identified on the battle-field, his breast and both arms pierced with 
baUs." "Poor Castrion," said he, the tears coming into his eyes, "he was a good 
man. Can you have him^ buried ? He was opposed to Santa Anna exposing him- 
self as he did, by going in advance of his main army ; but Santa Anna would not 
listen to him» When you opened on us on the 20th, I w^as in the act of putting 
my foot in the stirrup, when a slug-shot struck my hip, tearing off the flesh, as 
you see. Santa Anna was near me, but paid no regard to me, as Castrion was 
then forewarning him of our probable defeat, although young, Castrion was the 
best general in our army. And as regards the slaugliter of the Alamo, Castrioa 
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was opposed to putting the men to death. One night, past midnio:ht, when Santa 
Anna and Castrion were planning an assault, Santa Anna declared that none 
should survive. It was then Inevitable that the fort could hold out but little 
longer, and Castrion was persuading the commander to spare the lives of the men. 
Santa Anna was holding m his hand the leg of a chicken which he was eating, 
and holding it up, he said: 'What are the lives of soldiers more than of so many 
chickens? I tell you, the Alamo must fall, and my orders must be obeyed at all 
hazards. If our soldiers are driven back, the next hue in their rear must force 
those before them forward, and compel them to scale the walls, cost what it may.' 
I was then acting as Santa Anna's secretary, and ranked as Colonel, My name is 
Urissa. After eating, Santa Anna directed me to write out his orders, to the effect 
that all the companies should be brought out early, declaring that he would take his 
breakfast in the fort the next morning. His orders were dispatched, and I retired. 
I soon after heard the opening fire. By day-break our soldiers had made a breach, 
and I understood the garrison had all been killed. At about eight o'clock I went 
into the fort, and saw Santa Anna walking to and fro As I bowed, he said to me, 
pointing to the dead: 'These are the chickens. Much blood has been shed; but 
the battle is over: it was but a small affair.' As I was surveying the dreadful 
scene before us, X observed Castrion coming out of one of the quartels, leading a 
venerable-looking old man by the hand ; he was tall, his face was red, and stooped 
forward as he walked. The President stopped abruptly, when Castrion, leaving 
his prisoner, advanced some four or five paces towards us, and with his graceful 
bow, said: "My G-eneral, I have spared the life of this venerable old man, and 
taken him prisoner." Raising his head, Santa Anna replied, " What right have 
you to disobey my orders? I want no prisoners," and waving his hand to a file of 
soldiers, he said, "Soldiers, shoot that man," and almost instantly he fell, pierced 
with a volley of balls. Castrion turned aside with tears in his eyes, and my heart 
was too full to speak. So there was not a man left. Even a cat that was soon 
after seen running through the fort, was shot, as the soldiers exclaimed: "It is 
not a cat, but an American." "What was that old man's name?" said I. "I 
believe," said he, "they called him CokeV At that time, we knew very little of 
David Crockett, and Dr. Phelps, who was still present at his conversation, knew 
as httle as the rest of us. All I knew was, that I had heard of David Crockett, 
passing through Nacogdoches in the month of February, to join the army, with 
some fifteen others. But I have never since had any doubt but that Urissa's 
account gave the fate of Crockett truly. This statement was made some four or 
five days after the battle of the 21st, and Urissa could have had no motive to mis- 
represent the facts. 

DEATH OP YOUNG TRASK. 

Dr. Phelps having left, I was now left alone to attend to the wounded, and poor 
Trask again desired me not to abandon him. "Doctor," said he, "I resign myself 
into your hands. You advised me, the other day, to have my leg cut off, but Dr. 
Phelps thought there was no necessity for it, yet I am daily wasting away, and 
must soon die, if you cannot give me relief." I again advised him to have his leg 
amputated, as I believed there was a copper ball lodged in it. 

Next day, I mounted my horse to go for amputating instruments. The camp 
had now been removed to Harrisburgh, and most of the surgeons had dispersed, 
and the case of instruments was also gone. I mentioned this state of things to 
General Rusk, but as we heard soon after that three of Trask's friends had come 
to take him away, Rusk gave me orders, in writing, to follow the prisoners to Gal- 
veston, taking with me as many of the wounded as the boat would carry, and to 
report myself to Col. Morgan. Returning across the bayou at once, to prepare for 
the duties now assigned me, I was just in time to see Trask placed on board the 
steamer in charge of his friends, I urged on them the necessity of speedy amputa- 
tion, and calling on the captain of the Mexican artillery, proved by him that all 
the grape they fired were four-ounce copper balls, I wrote a note to the surgeon in 
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Galveston, not to delay the amputation. Trask was as brave a man as we had, 
but was sadly neglected. Aft^r some three weeks of suffering, a consultation finally 
decided it was too late to perform the operation of amputating. After his death, 
the copper ball was found in his right knee. Thus was lost a noble and brave 
young man. His father, in New- York, having heard of his son's wound, arrived 
in G-alveston a few days only after his death. 

CONCLUDINa EYENTS. 
In obedience to the orders given me by General Rusk, to repair to Galveston 
with the prisoners, I set out, proceeding by way of Anahuac, to see my family, as 
I was permitted to do, two weeks being allowed me for that purpose. My wife 
and two children had, with all the other families, fled for safety towards the 
Sabine, but having reached the Neches at Beaumont, they found that river had 
overflowed its banks, and they were unable to proceed further. Some three hun- 
dred families were there collected together, and the ground where they encamped, 
being wet and muddy, caused much sickness, and dysenterj^, measles, and hoop- 
ing-cough, spread among them all, carrying away many children, as well as some 
grown persons. My two children did not escape. The news of our victory was 
received among them with many demonstrations of rejoicing and thankfulness to 
God for our deliverance. On reaching my house, I found my wife had returned 
with others, and had only been able to find a few pieces of rusty bacon left. My, 
premises had been pillaged by the passers-by, for food, and my cattle had been 
killed. All that could be found to subsist upon, was a few pieces of bacon, and 
the milk of the few cows left. The nearest place where food could be had was 
Galveston, and there all the stores had been broken up for the army ; but after a 
while, Colonel Morgan sent up some little bread and flour, to be distributed 
to those who had none. Deprived of all wholesome food, my pains again 
returned worse than ever, and for one week, I was deprived of all consciousness, 
and, on recovering, I found my hearing had departed — I was deaf This privation, 
caused by exposure in that campaign, has continued ever since, with only 
occasional partial relief, and I pray God it may not be worse. Colonel Morgan, 
hearing of my sickness, the loss of my child, (a son,) the burning of one 
of my houses, etc., wrote me a kind letter, desiring me to remain at home till 
my strength was recruited, and until further orders. This was the last of my 
campaign. My pay and discharge, amounting to about $300, I sold for $24, in 
order to relieve my pressing wants. My horse, worth $150, was taken while I 
was on duty, and used afterwards as a government horse. Two other horses were 
taken from my place while I was absent, by those who said they had orders from 
President Burnet, to take them, but they would show no authority, and when 
they left, they rode to the East. By my opposition to Bradburn, while employed as 
surgeon to the garrison, he refused to sign my claim for services, whereby I lost 
$1100. My loss, jointly with Charles Wilcox, for supplies we furnished the troops 
to enable them to leave the country, amounted to over $3000. No compensation 
has ever been made me for any of these losses. During my residence of over 
twenty-six years, in Texas, the government has passed through three transitions, 
and I have been a citizen under five flags. But of these private losses I make no 
complaint. I merely mention them to illustrate the condition of the country, as 
hundreds of others were, doubtless, similarly situated. These things are now 
among the reminiscences of the past, and I give you this memorial of facts and 
occurrences, within my own knowledge, in order to contribute my mite towards 
that mass of materials which it is your purpose to place on record, from livino- 
witnesses, in order to enable the future historian to furnish a true and impartial 
history of the country. 

JUDGE BURNET, 

In conclusion, I ask the privilege of placing on record the names of some of 
those who aided in those early struggles, and whom I have perhaps not yet named. 
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Among those most conspicuous for tbeir patriotism, were Dr. G-eo. M. Patrick, 
James Lindsey, Wra. B. Scates, Wm. Hardin, R. Morris, W. GrifiSn, with others 
heretofore mentioned, and some not now recollected. But I can not omit to men- 
tion one, to wliom not only Liberty county, bat the whole country owes a debt of 
gratitude ; I mean, David G. Burnet, whose participation in our troubles dated 
from their very commencement. For a considerable time his influence was exerted 
to moderate the impetuous and apparently premature spirit of resistance. When 
action was called for, he was found ever ready, and by his cool intrepidity and pre- 
sence of mind, he more than once succeeded in allaying disputes, and arresting a 
resort to arms, that might have been seriousl}^ injurious to our cause, until finally 
the leaven of revolution not only spread through Liberty and Brazoria, but extended 
throughout the country, and when the time for united action came, he was among 
tlie most active and the most decided. As an acquaintance of Judge Burnet for 
over twenty-six years, I can say that the citizens of Liberty owe him a debt of gra- 
titude. The fair fame of that county is in no small measure owing to his counsels, 
his firmness, zeal, and moderation, which gave tone and dignity to the due ad- 
ministration of justice. His valuable assistance in the organization of that juris- 
diction into the Third Municipalit}'-, can not well be forgotten, and I dare sd.j^ the 
records of that county, if preserved as they should be, will long attest his services 
in giving unpaid instruction to the many new judges. He has labored long and 
faithfully for the public, at his own expense, while others have let no opportunity 
pass to make private gain even at the public expense. Judge Burnet is now liv- 
ing in retirement, having little or nothing to show for the labors of a long and well- 
spent life, chiefly devoted to the public service, without remuneration. 

A CONCLUDING- SUGGESTION. 

Certain it is, that those who participated in the privations and sufferings of our 
revolution, have never been, and, indeed, can not be, adequately rewarded. But 
there is one act of justice, which can be, and should be performed, and the neglect 
of which is by no means creditable to our people. Is it not due to the honor and 
reputation of our State, that some suitable monument should be erected on the 
ground that drank the blood of our martyred citizens, commemorative of the event 
that secured the liberties of Texas, and inscribed with the names of those who par- 
ticipated in it ? Many of them have already paid the last tribute to nature, and 
their number is rapidly diminishing from year to year. Should not Texas, with a 
large surplus in her treasury, and not owing a dollar of debt, do something for the 
memory of the past ? 



THE T;VHEAT region AND ^WHEAT CULTURE IN TEXAS. 
BY J. W. LATIMER. 

"Wheat, within a very few years, has become one of the staple products of Texas, 
and Its culture has grown into an importance to the agricultural interests of the State 
little dreamed often years ago. To show the rapid increase in its production, it is 
only necessary to state, that in 1850, according to the census of that year, only 
41,729 bushels were grown in the State, while it is safely estimated that in that 
portion of Northern Texas comprising the 16th Judicial District alone, namely, 
Collin, Grayson, Cook, Denton, Wise, Parker, Johnson, Ellis, Tarrant, and Dallas, 
there has been grown the past season more than 2,000,000 bushels, and that, too, 
with an almost minimum yield per acre. Ten years ago, wheat was cultivated in 
inconsiderable quantities, more as an experiment than otherwise, and at most^ to 
furnish breadstufls to those districts of country inaccessible to market. It has thus 
been grown in quantities nearly sufficient for home consumption in some of the Bed 
River counties lor twenty years past. Indeed, its culture for this purpose was in- 
troduced into tho prairies of Red River county by the first settlers, as early as 1833. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



THE WHEAT REGION. 



65 



It was the remoteness and inaccessibility to market, that forced the culture of wheal 
on the people of Northern Texas, whose nearest water communication with market, 
was at Shreveport on Red River, or Houston on Baffalo Bayou, each at an average 
distance of more than two hundred and fifty miles. 

THE -WHEAT REGION. 

The climate of Texas is happily adapted to the growth and maturing of the 
cereals. The climaiic range of wheat is greater than that of any other staple, as it 
flourishes alike in high and low latitudes, where the soil and temperature are con- 
genial, and becomes a cosmopolitan in cultivation. Its flexibility in respect to 
temperature is very grreat. In higher latitudes its growth is only limited by a tem- 
perature sutticient to ripen it ; in lower latitudes, in temperate climates, by an un- 
due humidity of atmosphere. The ripening period varies from May, in the Southern 
climates in the United States, to July in New- York, and perhaps August in the 
extreme Northern districts in which it is grown. A certain degree of temperature 
is necessary to ripen wheat, and varies with the climate. Southern latitudes re- 
quire a higher temperature than Northern chmates, and the temperature required 
depends much on the locality, humidity, or dryness of the atmosphere, etc. In Eng- 
land the mean temperature required in the ripening months is 59°, and two degrees 
under that produces a failure of the crop. The high and equable temperature pre- 
vailing through the wheat region of Texas during the ripenmg period — last of April 
and first of May — renders the maturing of the grain sure and rapid. It may be 
said that the whole of Northern and interior Texas, and large districts of Eastern 
and "Western Texas, are wheat-growing regions, though we by no means assert 
that the larger portion of the country named will ever produce it as a staple, as 
other crops must be more profitable, and at most, wheat will only be grown for 
liome consumption. The wheat region proper of Texas — that region peculiarly 
adapted by climate, temperature, drynes.-', and elevated locality, the absence of 
humidity in the atmosphere, and the strength and capacity of its soil to withstand 
drouth, etc., so far as yet developed, extends from 31-^ and 32 degrees of north 
latitude to Red River, including 2 or 2| degrees of latitude, and reaching from the 
96th to the 99th degrees of longitude, comprising the present organized counties of 
Eannin, Hunt, Grayson, Collm, Dallas, Kdulman, Ellis, Navarro, Hill, Johnson^ 
Tarrant, Parker, Palo Pinto, Young, Wise, Jack. Denton, Cook, and the new 
counties of Montague, Clay, Dimmett, Wichita, etc. It has been grown quite suc- 
cessfully the past season in McLennan, Bell, Williamson, and Travis, and contiguous 
country extending west of the Colorado; and' the country embracing those counties 
may soon be ranked in tbe wheat region. The district, however, believed to be 
best adapted to its growth, making the largest yield, producing the best grain, and 
aftbrding the surest crop, lies between the 32 d and 34th parallels, and is confined 
to the prairie country. The soil in this district is chiefly a rich black prairie loam, 
resting upon strata of limestone, called in the country " white rock," usually from 
8 to 10 feet below the surface, but oc.ca>ionally though rarely cropping out at the 
top. The soil, however, varies in color in different localities, and in places, assumes 
a bright copper complexion. Its strength and capacity to withstand drouth is be- 
lieved to be in proportion to its blackness. The mulatto or copper colored prairies 
are more kindly and easily cultivated. The crop ripens on them from ten days to 
two weeks earlier than on the black prairies, and where drouths do not prevail, the 
yield is equally as good. Wheat grows luxuriantly on the sandy timbered lands 
in the same latitudes, but it yields easily to drouth, the heads are not so large, nor 
the grain so full and heavy, the quality not so good, the yield not so great, and the 
crop not so certain as on the prairies. It is the prairie land that is peculiarly 
adapted to wheat in Northern Texas. That the area of the wheat- growing region 
as given above will be greatly enlarged, as the capacities of soil for its cufture are 
tested in other districts, can not be doubted. Experimental crops have been grown 
about Belknap and further west, with the most flattering results, inducing the be- 
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lief with some, that the rich Mosquite valleys (bright copper loam) on the Upper 
Brazos and ics tributaries, are even bet:er adapted to the growth of wheat and 
other small grains, than the black prairie lands of the Upper Trinity, and those who 
have seen the, growing crops in that region confidently count on a yield of 40 or 
45 bushels per acre in the rich valleys of that delightful region. 

CULTURE— TIME AND MODE OP SOWING, ETC. 

The mass of wheat-growers in Texas, as yet, take but little pains and incur as 
little expense in its cultivation as possible. Little or no attention is given to the 
proper mode of cultivation, or to the varieties of seed best adapted to the soil and 
climate. It is put carelessly in the ground, without previous preparation, and left 
until it ripeiis, is harvested and put awaj, its culture only requiring from one month 
to six weeks' labor in the year. Taking these facts into consideration, the yield of 
the crop has certainly been remarkable, and when proper attention shall be be- 
stowed on its culture, and the varieties best adapted to the country shall be intro- 
duced, we may look for largely increased yields. 

Wheat is sown from the 1st of September to the 1st of November, and sometimes 
even later. The usual sowing month, however, is October, and a majority of 
growers put the seed in the ground from the 1st to the lOih of that month. Very 
few prepare the ground before sowing, li is usually sown after the corn is 
gathered. The only preparation is to fell the corn stalks, sow the seed broadcast, 
on the ground, and plough or harrow in. A few break up the ground before plant- 
ing. An enterprising farmer of the writer's acquaintance, pursues this course, and 
puts the grain in with a drill, which at the same time opens the furrow, deposits 
the seed and cover3 it up. With the drill, one hand and a horse, 8 acres per day 
are sowed, requirmg 3 pecks of seed per acre. This farmer usually sows after oats, 
and thinks it best to break the ground well as soon as the oat crop is harvested. 
His mode of cultivation produces good results. When sown broadcast, one bushel 
of seed per acre is commonly used. After the seed is in the ground, nothing more 
is required until harvest. 

The culture of wheat requires one hand to twenty-five a<:res, only from one month 
to six weeks in the year — two or three weeks in planting, etc., and the same time 
in harvesting. The balance of the year may be devoted to other pursuits, the 
wheat ciop scarcely interfering with other field labors. The common red May 
wheat is chiefly used, growers manifesting but little interest in procuring and test- 
ing new varieties. It can not be doubted that experiments with different varieties 
of seed would elicit valuable results, and discover kinds peculiarly adapted to the 
character of {^oil and vicissitudes of climate. When the fall wheat fails from any 
cause, an early spring wheat may be sown in February or March, and produces a 
good crop, though it is more subject to the rust than fall wheat. 

ITS YALUE FOR PASTURAGE. 
The wheat grows luxuriantly through the winter, affording the finest pasturage 
for stock. Its value in this regard can not well be over-estimated. Pasturage is a 
great benefit in more than one respect, and is absolutely necessary to the safety of 
the crop. If attacked by the killing frosts that sometimes occur in the latter part 
of March and early part ot April, after the stalk is in " the boot," the crop is de- 
stroyed. Grazing retards its top growth and keeps it back until this critical period 
has past. Grazing also causes the roots to grow and take a firm set in the earth. 
Ttie tramping of the ground by stock is a great benefit to the crop, settling the 
earth, settujg the roots, and answering every purpose of rolling the groand, which 
is necessary where it can not be grazed. One hundred acres will support one hun- 
dred head ot s^tock from December to the loth of March, keeping them sleek and 
fat through the most rigorous winter, until tbe rising of grass on the prairies, in the 
spring. We thus have as good beef and as fat stock horses in February as in May, 
without any expense. Intelligent farmers concur in saying that it will pay well to 
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grow wheat for grazing alone ; but when we consider that the best pasturage in 
the world may thus be obtained through the winter for stock, with a positive ad- 
vantage to the wheat crop, it forms an important item in the value of the crop. 

TIME AND MODE OF HARTESTING, ETC. 

The usual harvesting season extends from the 1st to the last of May. The pro- 
per time is when the grain is in the transition from the "dough" to a hard state. 
It is cut almost wholJy by reaping-machines, of which there are various kinds in 
use. The Kentucky Harvester is mostly used, and is generally preferred. It re- 
quires two or four horses, and two men, and cuts from 15 to 20 acres per day, re- 
quiring some 8 hands to bind the straw. Some farmers omit the binding, and 
thresh the wheat from the swath after it has lain on the ground some 24 hours. 
This saves the labor of several hands at a pressing season, and is believed by those 
who pursue it, to be equally as good as the usual method. Manny's and McCor- 
mick's reapers are also used by some. The former requires two horses and a man 
and boy, in its use, and is said to cut 15 acres per day. An intelligent farmer who 
uses it, neither binds or shocks his grain. 

The endless chain-thresher, of which there is a variety of patents, is used. They 
thresh and clean from 150 to 300 bushels per day, with 2 horses and 8 or 10 
hands. They are portable, and easily removed from place to place, and set in 
operation without trouble. 

There is a machine manufactured in Dallas county, by Kilburn & Brotherton — 
an Illinois patent — 8-horse power, which is said to thresh and clean from 500 to 
600 bushels per day. The Messrs. "Wilson of the same county, have invented and 
patented valuable improvements to harvesters, one of which particularly, rakes the 
grain from the swath, and deposits it in the thresher at a great saving of labor. 
They are preparing to manufacture their improved machines, and will have them 
ready for the next harvest. Their inventions have been submitted to experienced 
wheat-growers in Illinois and other Northern States, and are believed by them to 
be valuable improvements. Farmers are generally supplying themselves with 
harvesters. The demand for them the past season was greater than the supply ; 
all were readily sold that were brought to the country. In a few years every 
farmer who cultivates wheat, and other small grains, even on the smallest scale, will 
have bis own reaper and thresher. 

After the wheat is threshed, it is left to dry thorougly in the sun, and put away 
in the granary. When the grain is thus put away, after thoroughly drying, it will 
keep sound and fresh for years, unmolested by the weavil or other insects, and 
making as good flour, at any time, as new wheat. 

YIELD, QUALITY, ETC. 
The wheat crop of Northern Texas for the past season has fallen materially short 
of the estimated yield, and of what the appearance of the growing crops indicated. 
The stalks stood thick on the ground, and the heads looked large and well deve- 
loped, but when submitted to the thresher, it was found that the heads were not 
well filled. The average yield this season is behoved not to have been more than 
15 or 20 bushels per acre, when the appearance of the crops before reaping indi- 
cates 25 or 30 bushels, and that amount was confidently counted on. This was 
caused by the continued and extraordinarily heavy rains that deluged the country 
through the winter and early part of March, leaving the wheat in a stunted and 
sickly condition, from which it did not recover in time to fully develop and mature 
the grain. The wheat-bird and rust also injured the crop to some extent, in places. 
When the seed is put in the ground properly, after due preparation, is not deluged 
with rain in the winter, (which is very unusual,) escapes the killing frost in the 
spring, the attacks of rust and ravages of wheat-birds, 25 or 30 bushels may be re- 
lied on as a moderate average yield per acre. The quality of the grain is always 
excellent. It is not usually more than ordinarily large, but is well developed com- 
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pact, soQDd, and heavy. It always goes over the standard weight — 60 pounds per 
bushel — rarely falls undec 65, much ofit reaches 70, and some crops attain the ex- 
traordinary weight of 14. lbs. per bushel. It produces flour which, for sweetness, 
liveliness, and flavor, is decidedly superior to that brought from the North. There 
is even a marked difference in ihe wheat grown north of the 32d degree, and that 
south of that parallel. A bushel of each kiud may be manufactured in the same 
iDill, and the wheat north of the line will turn out more flour and a better quality 
than that south of it. 

WHEN READY FOR MARKET. 

New flour may be manufactured ready for market from the 15th May to 1st 
June — depending, in a measure, upon the season, which is six weeks in advance 
of Northern, or Western flour, where the wheat does not ripen until July. This 
will give Texas a great advantage over all other wheat-growing regions. When 
facilities of transportation to market shall be afforded — when railroad connection 
wuh the Gulf is opened, wheat-growers in Northern Texas can have new, fresh 
flour in all the Southern markets, or in ihe Northern markets if necessary, before 
the Northern wheat has ripened, and thus monopolize the trade for several weeks, 
and command the highest prices. This will render wheat-growing in Texas a sure 
and remunerative business, so soon as our prairies are brought into communication 
with the Gulf. 

The price of wheat and flour in Northern Texas has ranged for several years 
past, fronr $1 to $1.50 per bushel for the former, and $4 to $6 per hundred for the 
latter. Last year the crop was cut short by a severe frost, which fell on the 5th 
of April, and wheat and flour were at the maximum $1.50 and $6, towards the last 
of the season. The largely increased quantities cultivated the past season, the ex- 
tended region in which it was grown, the aggregate heavy yield and consequent 
large surplus for which there is no accessible market, have combined to reduce the 
price of both to unusually low figures — wheat to 50 cents per bushel, and flour $2.50 
and $3 per hundred. These prices will not more than meet the expenses of pro- 
duction, of which the following is believed to be a fair estimate: 

Rent of land, per acre, $3 00 

Seed wheat, one bushel, 1 00 

Cost of sowing and ploughing in, 1 50 

Reaping, binding, etc., 1 00 

Threshing, 1 60 

$8 10 
Yield, 15 bushels per acre, at 50c. per bushel, 7 50 

Excess of co=t of producing, 60 

But taking 20 bushels as the average yield, and $1 as the average 
price— a very moderate and safe average — we should have as the 
product of an acre, $20 00 

Or excess, over cost of production, of 11 90 

QUANTITY PRODUCED. 

We have no reliable data from which to form an approximate estimate of the 
yield in Northern Texas, the past year. Had the crop turned out as its appearance 
promised, it was estimated that the counties of Dallas, Collin, Denton, Grajson, 
Cook, Tarrant, Parker, Wise, Johnson, Hill, Jack, Ellis, Navarro, Kaufman, Fannin, 
Red River, Lamar, Palo Pinto, Young, etc , would have produced 2,800,000 bushels; 
but the yield has fallen materially short of that, and has, perhaps, not exceeded 
2,000,000. The larger wheat-growing counties are, perhaps, as follows, in the 
order' in which they are named, to wit: Dallas, Collin, (about equal,) Grayson, 
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Fannin, Tarrant, Parker, Ellis, Navarro, Lamar, Kaufman, Red River, etc. It is 
estimated that 6 or 600,000 bashels will bread the counties first named and furnish 
seed for the next crop, leaving a surplus of nearly or quite 1,500,000 bushels. A 
portion of this may be disposed of to the Southern counties within hauling distance, 
but as it will not bear transportation more than 150 miles, and many of the counties 
within that range have produced enough, or nearly so, for home consumption, a 
large surplus will still remain. A heavy emigration will doubtless be attracted by 
the cheapness of breadstuff?, -and wOl furnish a market for some, and more still 
will go to fill contracts for subsistence for the government troops on the frontier, 
which, will require a large amount of flour. At present prices, it will evidently be 
to the interest of the government to furnish the posts on the Northern frontier with 
Texas flour. Should a surplus still remain, it can be used profitably in fattening 
hogs, or can be kept safely in the granaries. 

TRANSPORTATION TO MAREIET. 
The only means of transportation to market, is hauling in ox-wagons, at an ave- 
rage cost of $1 per hundred for each hundred miles. Of course, wheat and flour 
would not bear transportation at these rates to the markets of Houston, Galveston 
or Shreveport, 250 and 300 miles distant, with any chance of competing with Northern 
flour. Transportation by railroad, it is believed, would be about 50 cents per hun- 
dred for each hundred miles, or, perhaps, 25 cents per bushel This would be a saving 
in transportation of one hundred per cent or more ; or, on one million, five hundred 
thousand bushels of wheat, (90,000,000 pounds,) of $45,000 for each hundred 
miles transported. The extension of the Houston and Texas Central Railway to 
the wheat region, is looked to with great solicitude, as the only means of furnishing 
a reliable and certain market for the surplus grain. The experience of the past 
year proves that until railroad connection with markets on the Gulf is established, 
the culture of wheat in large quantities can not be relied on as profitable, or even 
remunerative. If that road should progress in the direction it is now pointing, as 
it is sanguinely hoped it will, in another year it is believed it will be within acces- 
sible distance of the wheat country. 

MAtTUFACTURE OF FLOUR. 
The wheat is manufactured into flour by mills in the country, of which there is 
only a moderate supply. There are several excellent steam power flouring- 
mills, besides a number of others propelled by water and horse-power. The latter 
make equally as good flour as the steam mills. The water mills, during dry sea- 
sons, are inoperative a large portion of the year, but do an excellent business when 
there is a sufficiency of water. The flouring mills three miles north of Dallas 
(steam) have two run of stones now in use, with an engine of fifty-horse power 
capablo of propelling six run of stones. The proprietors claim that they can man- 
ufacture, with the two run of stones, about 8000 pounds of flour per day, in day- 
light, equivalent to 40 barrels. There are other steam mills m the country of per- 
haps equal capacity. Millers estimate that a bushel of wheat, 60 pounds, yields on 
an average of 

Superfine flour, 35 lbs. 

Fine flour, , 10 " 

Shorts, 8 " 

Bran, 7 a 

60 lbs. 
The yield of good wheat, however, is believed to be materially over this estimate. 

DISEASES AND CASUALTIES INCIDENT TO THE CROP. 
Rust is the dreaded enemy of the wheat crop in Northern Texas, as elsewhere. 
This is a parasitical growth, or fungus, that appears in the form of a red dust or 
6 
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powder upon the blades first, and afterwards upon the straw. It usually makes 
its appearance when the grass is in " the dough," and follows wet, damp, warm 
weather. No damage results until it attacks the straw, and the injury is then in 
proportion to the advanced maturity of the crop. The rust stops the circulation of 
nutrition from the root, arrests the growth, and in a great measure suspends vital- 
ity. The consequence is, the grain shrinks and ripens before it is fully developed 
and matured. If the crop is attacked early enough, it is apt to result in a total 
failure, but usually produces only a partial failure or short crop. 

The ravages of the Wheat-Bird are sometimes formidable. This is a small bird, 
about the size of a snow-bird or sparrow, somewhat resembling the former. In 
1849 they appeared for the first time in countless myriads, when the wheat was in 
the dough, and destroyed nearly the entire crop, which was not then large.' The 
following account of this little destroyer, and its ravages, is taken from the Dallas 
Herald^ of May, 1858, when these birds threatened the crop with their depreda- 
tions : 

^' It is a small bird, between the humming and snow-bird in size. It lights upon 
the stalk, inserts its bill with great dexterity into growing grain, extracts the juice 
with its tongue, rejects the balance, and so on, till the whole head is destroyed. It 
is doubtless a species of the Rice bird, {frangillia oryzivora of ornithologists,) so 
fatal to the rice fields. Its first appearance iu this region was in 1849. During 
the spring of that year, when the wheat was in the milk, these little devourers 
appeared in myriads, and destroyed the wheat crop almost without exception. 
Nothing can drive them from a wheat field, or save any portion of it from their ra- 
vages when in sufficient numbers. It is related of a farmer of this county, as a 
fac't, that when the birds attacked his wheat in 1849, he sought by gun and shot, 
ringing bells^ beating tin pans, and every other available noise-maker, to frighten 
them from his grounds. For this purpose, bringing his whole force, big and little, 
into requisition, with these motley weapons he stationed the Httle army over the 
field. Finding that his efforts were likely to prove unavailing, he thought to com- 
promise with the enemy by giving up a part of the field, and concentrating his 
force on the remainder, and defend it the more effectually. The rapacious gluttons 
soon made a ' clean sweep' of the relinquished spoils, and then swooped down on 
the other. After a desperate struggle, our farmer concluded to relinquish the half 
of that, and give the other to the birds. No sooner had they finished the second 
section of the crop, than they insolently demanded the balance. A gallant stand 
was made by the farmer to save this, but his little force could do nothing against 
the legions of the invader. He finally thought he would save enough for seed, and 
retreated and took position on an acre, there resolved to 'do or die.' It became a 
hand-to-hand fight, but while shot-guns were firing, pans sounding, bells ringing, 
and sticks, whips, and bludgeons waving around the heads of the Uttle urchins, the 
birds would swarm defiantly around them, light in their midst, and actually de- 
stroyed the last of his acre of wheat before his eyes, and in defiance of all his 

efforts." 

It is believed, however, that the wheat-birds could not come in numbers suffi- 
cient to destroy the extensive and numerous fields of wheat now grown. They 
have not seriously injured the crop since 1849, though they appear in greater or 
less numbers everv season. They are believed to be migratory, wmtermg else- 
where and visiting" the wheat region just before the grain ripens. Others contend 
that they remain in the country, and numbers of them are unquestionably to be 
found in the country at all seasons. .„. „ , r^ x,. ^.u ^ 

Late Frosts are dreaded. A severe frost fell m Northern Texas on the 5th ot 
AprU 1857 when the wheat was in the boot. The crop was everywhere cut 
down and killed, presenting soon afterwards a scorched, crisped appearance, as 
thouffh it had been submitted to fire. Many supposed the crop was irretrievably 
lost- but suckers put forth from the root, and produced heads that matured nearly 
a half crop more than- a sufficiency for the wants of the country. The growth of 
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the crop should be retarded as long as possible in the spring, by grazing, to guard 
against danger from the contingency of late heavy frosts. 

Grasshoppers sometimes prey upon the wheat in the fall and winter, destroying 
it in places to the very ground, but usually it will come forth from the roots in the 
spring. An attack from the legions of these devourers that periodically infest 
large districts of country, in the early spring, might prove serious. 

CAPACITY OF NORTHERISr TEXAS FOR PRODUOTIOK 

The capacity of Northern Texas, the counties before named, in point of soil, for 
the production of wheat, is astonishing, and may sound fabulous to those who have 
not seen and examined its boundless fields of fertile lands extending from Red 
River to the Brazos at Waco, and from Kaufman county to Belknap. Its resources 
in this regard can not well be over-estimated. There is nowhere to be found so 
large a body of rich, productive land, favored with so genial a climate. Take Dal- 
las county, for example: it contains 900 square miles, or 516,000 acres, (the other 
counties the same.) It is an under- estimate to put down two thirds of this, or 
384,000 acres, as good tillable land. Take two thirds of this, 256,000 acres, for 
wheat-culture, leaving one third, 128,000, for the other small grains and produce. 
Put the average yield per acre at 20 bushels, and we have 5,120,000 bushels as 
the product of the crop of one county. Collin, Grayson, and perhaps other coun- 
ties have a larger proportion of tillable land than Dallas, and can produce more, 
though some counties can not produce so much. The average capacity of the coun- 
ties comprising the Sixteenth Judicial District, Dallas, Collin, Grayson, Cook, Denton, 
Wise, Jack, Young, Parker, Tarrant, Ellis, and Johnson, leaving out the unorgan- 
ized counties of Archer, Throckmorton, Clay, and Montague, may safely be set 
down at 5,000,000 bushels each, or an aggregate for the twelve counties, embrac- 
ing an area of 10,800 square miles, of 60,000,000 bushels. It is only meant that 
the counties named are capable of producing this grand result when its waste fer- 
tile lands, now lying in idleness, are brought into cultivation, besides producing 
the other small grains required by the country. 

[In contemplation of this immense production, which will doubtless approach 
realization from year to year, we are forced to the conclusion that it can not be 
many years before this great staple will be forced to seek a foreign market. A 
very few years more, and we shall see trains of freight cars coming to Galveston 
heavily loaded with flour and wheat for shipment to Northern ports, to supply the 
Northern markets before their own wheat can be matured.— Eds.] 



AGRICULTURAL. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

The following articles upon the production of the leading staples of tliis State, 
have been kindly furnished by planters in different parts, and whose lands proba- 
bly require modes of cultivation somewhat dififerent. This will somewhat explain 
the slight differences in the modes of cultivation they recommend. Colonel Waters 
and Mr. Tinsley, for instance, cultivate the rich bottom lands of the Brazos, which 
are materially different from the prairie uplands of the West. We presume also 
that the wheat lands of Williamson county and other counties lower down, require 
different cultivation from the lands in Dallas and other Northern counties. That? 
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difierence may not be very great, but yet sufficient to account for any discrepancy 
in the accounts given by Mr. Mather and Mr, Latimer, in another part of this work* 
Our State, it should be borne in mind, has an immense area, embracing within its 
present settled limits, eight degrees of latitude, (from 26^^ to 34°,) and seven and a 
half degrees of longitude, (from Q3^° to 101°,) being, in its whole extent, as large as 
half a dozen of tbe other larger States of the Union. Of course, such extent of lati- 
tude and longitude, with the usual diversities of soil and climate, caused by elevation, 
while ascending from the sea-board to the mountain districts, must require very 
great diversity in the directions for cultivating the same products on the different 
soils, and the various products to which those soils are adapted. Agriculture, as a 
science, has received but little attention as yet, in Texas. But there is not in this 
Union, so wide a field for the scientific agriculturist. Our Legislature must lay the 
foundation for future improvement, by some appropriate legislation. It has hereto- 
fore been neglected, but we trust it will not be much longer. The establishment, 
by law, of a State Geological Bureau, will, if this law is properly carried out, lead 
to the passage of a law for the encouragement of Agricultural Science. 

ADVANTAGES OF TEXAS COTTON LANDS. 
By Dr. I. E. Robson, of Round-Top. 

Experiments already made, have abundantly proved that the portion of the 
earth's surface, upon which cotton can be successfully grown, is extremely limited 
and circumscribed, while the uses and demands for this staple seem to be rapidly 
extending and embracing the world's entire population. This fact being admitted, 
it follows that the intrinsic value of cotton lands, other things being equal, must 
continue to increase, and it must become more and more important to the cotton- 
grower to devise every means to increase the amount of the yield in proportion to 
the increased demand. We here propose to show the decided advantage to the 
cotton- grower, of the soil and climate of Texas, over aU the other cotton-growing 
States of the Union : 
.1st. Our seasons are much longer than any other State enjoys. 
2d. The nature of our soil is such, that the staple possesses more strength and 
fineness, and generally commands a better price, other things being equal, by 
about one cent per pound. 

Even our ordinary cottons are rarely injured by the frost, nor are they so mixed 
with sand, (as is often the case elsewhere,) as to injure machinery. 

3d. A large portion of our State which is particularly adapted to its growth, lies 
contiguous to the coast, and the ft-eighting of it to market, in a few years, will be 
less, by far, than the cost can ever be, firom large portions of the best cotton 
regions. 

4th. Its maturity bemg eariier, and facilities greater or equal to other coun- 
tries, our cottons must have a decided advantage from this fact. 

5th. Having a much longer season, we will ever be able to save more to the hand 
than the other and less favored cotton districts. 
' 6th. But above aU, we can make it with less labor. 
Now in most of the States mentioned, it requires from four to six workings, 
ptotractino- the labor through the hot summer months, in its cultivation, while we, 
by two and very fi-equently, one ploughing and hoeing, are able to make more 
than our long seasons will afford us time to save. I well remember, in the year 
1852 that on the 10th day of June I gathered fi-om a large field in Walker county, 
Texas a limb of cotton which had upon it eight bolls of cotton, from the size of a 
partridf^e-egg to full grown. The same limb I carried to Georgia, and after a 
week's" detention at my home in Middle Georgia, I was induced by a Mend to 
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visit the groat cotton growing region of South-western Georgia. What was 
my surprise, you may imagine, to see the hurry and bustle of man and beast, to 
clean the cotton of grass which was only from ankle to half-knee high, and when, 
a month earlier^ I left the same plant in Texas, near as high as my head. Yet 
these lands in G-eorgia are eagerly sought, and at high prices, by very intelligent 
and accomplished planters, who become wealthy and prosperous by their cultiva- 
tion, and are doing a vast deal in the way of beautifying and increasing the already 
great facilities of the great State in which they live. The durability of our soil is 
yet another decided and overwhelming advantage we command. That its general 
depth is by far, greater than can be found in any other cotton State, (I mean our 
table, or uplands,) can not be denied. They have a greater uniformity and more 
level surface, hence can never wash like abrupt and hilly lands ; for all who have 
ever cultivated cotton, must know the importance of having the surface clean of 
every thing, save the cotton, if they expect a fair yield; and when this is done, 
the extremely hard rains which are common in our southern climate, nearly take 
off, not only the surface soil, but also, in solution, a large part of the active chem- 
icals required in the growth and development of plants. Hence, we must con- 
clude, ere many years shall pass away, the millions of acres which are now only 
furnishing food for the deer and their roaming companions, will bless the world by a 
more useful product, and our beautiful prairies, now uncultivated, will furnish 
happy homes for countless thousands. 

CULTIYATION OF COTTON ON OUR WESTERN UPLANDS.] 

By Dr. I. R. R. 

The mode of cultivation for cotton usually pursued in the western part of the 
State is as follows : The land is first thrown up in good beds with a two-horse 
Casey plough, which is used upon the black stiff land, but the diamond- wing plough 
is used on the more sandy soil. This is done in December, January, or February. 
It is thus permitted to lie till about the 10th of March, by which time the ground 
usually becomes well pulverized and in good condition for planting, which should 
now be commenced. A common bull-tongue plough will answer to open the iur- 
row for the seed. If the beds previously thrown up are covered with weeds or 
grass, at the time of planting, be sure and cover with the same plough; and after 
six or eight days, run a board or block over the bed. So soon as the cotton has 
formed the fourth leaf, run round each row with a turning-plough, one or two 
furrows on each side with the bar of the plough next to the cotton, turning the 
earth away from it. If the middle ground between the rows is covered with 
grass and weeds, which are not ploughed up or covered, by these furrows, then 
run additional furrows for that purpose, your hands following, at the same time, 
with hoes, and thinning the cotton nearly to a stand. This being done, the only 
work remaining will be the finishing ploughing, which should be done according 
to the season, and always in time to prevent the grass and weeds from getting a 
start. This last ploughing may be done with the solid sweep, if the ground is dry, 
but if wet, then with the turning-plough, while your hands, with trim hoes, make 
a finish, or lay the crop by. The average yield of cotton, west of the Brazos, I 
think, may be put down safely^ at about 1200 pounds of seed cotton per acre 
though for some years in succession, 2000 pounds have been made. ' 

GREAT FACILITY OF RAISING CORN IN TEXAS. 
By Dr. L R. R. 
A thorough preparation of the soil is as important in Texas, and pays as well as 
elsewhere. Even though the farmer should be delayed by extremes of seasons or 
other causes, from preparing his ground till past the usual time for planting, still 
he should not be deterred from thoroughly ploughing and preparing it be- 
fore putting in his seed. Should his neighbors eay to him that they have com- 
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pleted their planting, ho should not on that account be annoyed, or try to hurry 
through his work without doing it well. The great maxim should be, always keep 
the plough going till the soil is thoroughly and deeply mellowed, and the labor is 
certain to be well rewarded. In putting in the seed, the farmer should be sure to 
put in enough, for it is better to have to take out ten stalks, than to be compelled 
to replant one. No farmer, who cultivates properly in Texas, whether his land be 
a rich bottom alluvial, or the black prairie^ need ever fear that his cribs will be 
empty, or that his mules or horses will suffer for want of feed when preparing hi-s 
ground for another crop. If only our farmers and planters would give proper at- 
tention to their corn crop and plant a due proportion of their land in this great 
staple, so necessary to the comfort and luxury of life, instead of having to import 
this necessary article of food for man and nearly all domestic animals, we should 
have a surplus of millions of bushels to export annually. The great ease with 
which corn is produced in Texas, as compared with other States, seems to be en- 
tirely overlooked by many. The amount of labor required is scarcely the fourth 
part as much as elsewhere. Another fact of importance is, that this crop can be 
usually nearly laid by before the great staple of cotton requires much of our labor. 
And yet, notwithstanding these great advantages, our farmers scarcely plant more 
than about one third as much ground to the hand in corn as they do in most of 
the older and less favored States, and that which they do plant is often greatly 
neglected. What has been the result for the past two or three years? Why, great 
suffering and a tremendous depletion of our pockets. It is true, some parts of our 
State have experienced severe droughts, but yet actual experiments have proved 
that deep ploug?nng and early planting would have secured a sufficiency. I feel 
confident that if the planters of Texas (and I confine myself now more especially 
to that portion of Texas west of the Trinity, embracing the black prairie lands) 
would equally divide their crops between corn and cotton, planting an equal num- 
ber of acres of each, no such scarcity would ever occur again. And when we see 
that, with one good ploughing and one hoeing, from fifty to sixty bushels per 
acre may be made in good seasons, bov/ and why is it that we have empty cribs? 
Just think of the labor you may have done, and that thousands of others are 
now doing in old G-eorgia and the Carolinas, to produce this crop, and see the 
yield from that labor. After preparing their land, they must plough it thoroughly 
at least three times, and oftener four, with two good hoeings, and then, if the 
season is propitious, from ten to fifteen bushels per acre may be gathered. Yet 
with this yield, their studied economy and foresight have given them millions of 
wealth, and placed upon their gullied hills the most costly mansions, filled their 
land with public schools and railroads ; and in short, abundance and luxury are 
their daily companions. If all these are added to a people and a country so little 
favored by nature, what may we not expect in this Italy of the South, if we use 
the means God has given us ? 

REMARKS OlSr THE CULTIYATION OF WHEAT IN WILLIAMSON AND 
ADJOINtN-G- COUNTIES. 

FURNTSHED BY SaM. MATHER, OF WILLIAMSON. 

Our wheat lands in Texas are nearly all prairie. The stiff prairie is generally 
the best, it being of a black or chocolate color, and varying from twelve to twenty 
inches in the depth of soil ; it should be broke up in* the first place about four 
inches deep, cutting the girass-roots about midway, which causes them to rot 
sooner than when the roots are turned up from the bottom. They usually extend 
about seven inches deep. The prairie-plough, commonly used, is of wrought iron, 
manufactured in the country, and costs about $20 when stocked. The teams used 
for breaking up, consist of from four to six yoke of oxen, worth $35 to $50 per 
yoke when broke. The ploughs used are sometimes, though not generally, on the 
improved principle of rollers, running without a man to hold them ; the driver, at 
the end of the furrows, onl;^ having to throw the plough out with the lever for 
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that purpose, and then set it again for the next furrow. There are usually no 
roots, stumps, etc., to prevent the plough from pursuing its even course. One 
team usually ploughs from one and a quarter to two acres per day. Labor on our 
farms is worth about $18 per month. Those ploughs cut furrows from twelve to 
twenty inches wide. The breaking up should be done soon after the grass is up in 
the spring, or early in the summer, so that the grass may have time to rot before 
sowing the wheat in the fall or spriug. The winter wheat should be sowed the 
latter part of September, or early in October, though good crops are often made 
when sowed as late as December. After being sowed on the sod, the seed is gen- 
erally harrowed in with a hea\7- iron-toothed harrow, which is the best way, 
though it is sometimes ploughed in, which maybe done, provided the grassroots are 
sufficiently rotted. Spring wheat is usually sowed from the Ist of February to the 
1st of March, itid this is also sowed on the sod and harrowed in, in like manner. 
It is best to ^0 over the ground with a heavy wooden roller, after the harrow, in 
order to make the surface smooth, though this is not always done. It will also 
improve the crop to go over it a second time with a light harrow, after the frosts, 
and after the wheat has come up and been pastured on. This is done in March 
or early in April, and then this second harrowing should be followed by another 
roller. 

The reason is as follows : At this time the roots of the wheat have extended so 
deep that the harrow does not iajure them, but kills all the weeds that have taken 
root, and loosens and levels the ground that had been trod by the stock, so that 
the wheat then grows up more even and more thrifty, and is much better protected 
against a late frost. 

On ground entirely new, there is very little difference between a winter and a 
spring crop, as the ground not having had time to become rotted and mellow in 
the fall, the yield is not as good as afterwards. But generally after the first plant- 
ing, the winter crop yields more than that sown in the spriog, as the root has had 
more time to extend, and there are more stalks to the grain, and the ground being 
better covered, the crop is better protected against a late frost and the sun. It 
also ripens or matures about 'a month earlier than spring wheat, the latter being 
usually not ready for harvesting tiU about the middle of June, while the former is 
commonly ready by the middle of May. 

As regards the amount of the yield, we state generally that twenty bushels to the 
acre is just about a fair average crop in Texas, taking the various kinds and quali- 
ties of soil into consideration, and taking all seasons, good and bad, into the ac- 
count. "We often hear farmers state that they make over forty bushels to the acre 
in good seasons, and from thirty to forty bushels are doubtless very often made. 

Our wheat has usually been cut with cradles, but patent reapers are now coming 
into general use. These reapers or harvesters are obtained of I. G-. Williams, in 
G-alveston, and from JSTew-Orleans, and sometimes they are ordered direct from the 
Xorth. Their cost is about $175 in Galveston. They cut about ten acres per 
day with two horses and a certain number of hands to bind it. 

^ The country is nov?" pretty well, supplied with threshing-machines of various 
kinds, most of them by horse-power, but many also by water and steam. Those 
who have not these machmes already, can generally find one within a convenient 
distance, which they can have the use of for their crop, at charges fixed by the 
custom of the place. Some four or five years ago, the threshing was all done by 
horses or by hand, but these machines are now in almost universal use. The 
prices of these machines are various, according to the particular kind, and the 
amount of the worlc they will do is also various. These machines thresh from one 
hundred and twenty-five to eight hundred bushels per day, according to the num- 
ber of horses, a single-horse machine turning out about one hundred and twenty^ 
five bushels. The wheat is usually perfectly dry and ready for grinding the mo- 
ment it is threshed. 
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After the first crop has been gathered from the wild prairie land, the ground 
should immediately be ploughed again for the next crop, and in this instance, it should 
be ploughed deep, say about eight inches, the plough being the common turning- 
plough, wliich is generally used. This is all the ploughing usual, but a few of the 
best farmers subsoil the land, loosening the ground to the depth of fourteen or fif- 
teen inches, and this extra labor is always well paid for in the superior crop. The 
advantages of the ploughing of the ground immediately after the first crop has 
been gathered, are these: all the grass seed and all the scattering wheat on the 
ground are thus turned in, and soon after sprout and come up, and by the time 
(say September or October) the ground is leveled for the winter crop, the weeds, 
wheat, etc., that have come up, are all turned under and effectually killed, and in- 
stead of injuring the next crop, they serve to enrich the ground and improve the 
crop. 

LETTER FROM L T. TINSLEY, OF BRAZORIA CO. 

COLTJMBIA, Brazoria Co., Texaa, July 28, 1858. 
Editors of the Texas Almanac : 

GENTLEiiEN : In compliance with your request, I have set down for the purpose 
of giving you a few general ideas upon the cultivation of the three staple products 
of this portion of Texas, namely, Corn, Sugar, and Cotton. 

In commencing, I wiU lay down two general rules, which should be always ob- 
served in the preparation of the soil for the cultivation of each of the before-men- 
tioned products. 

Fii^t. The land should be well drained. 

Second. The land should be first ploughed up deep, and ploughed- up well. 

Good draining consists in having the necessary ditches so arranged and made in 
regard to width, depth, length, and locality, as to prevent water from lieing on 
the surface after a rain, and also to make sub-soil drainage. 

On stifi*, black soils the main ditches should be from three to five feet deep, and six 
feet wide at the surface, with a slope of one and a half feet at the bottom ; the 
ditches leading into the main ditch, commonly called cross-ditches, should be 
made for every seventy yards, to carry off the water fireely into the main ditch. 
Cross-ditches, on common localities of level stiff soils, should be about four feet 
wide at the top, running with a slope of one half foot to the bottom. AU this kind 
of soil requu'es a greater amount of ditching than any other we have in this part of 
the country. 

The light peach-land does not require so much drainage ; but this, like all other, 
should be sufficiently drained, which sufficiency should be determined upon by 
formation and locality. Cane-land requires a greater amount of ditching than 
peach-land. Ditching in this kind of land should be proportionately broad, and 
from three to four feet deep. 

The three soils mentioned above, namely, stiff black, peach, and cane-soils, are the 
principal soils in this portion of the country, and should be ploughed as early in the 
year as possible, say in the month of January, and should be ploughed up deep 
and ploughed' up well. The ploughing should be from four to six inches deep, and 
vnth a plough adapted to one span of mules. ' This sized plough can be more profit- 
ably used than any other. The size of plough should depend somewhat on the 
kind of land to be ploughed. In stiff land the plough should cut less than in light, 
land, and adapted to the strength of the team. Land should be broken up in ridges, 
both for corn, cotton, and sugar. 

The time of planting should depend, in a great measure, upon the kind of soiL 
Light or sandy soil should be planted from the 15th of February to the 1st of 
March. The black or stiff soil should not be planted until the middle or last of 
March, depending, in a great measure, upon the forwardness of the spring. This 
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kind of soil, being destitute of sand, requires the warmth of the sun before it should 
be planted. 

The production from this kind of soO grows off better, and is less liable to disease 
when planted late, than when it is planted early. In preparing land for planting, 
the planter should be governed, in a great measure, by the kind of land to be 
planted, and particularly as to the location, always observing the difference be- 
tween natural and artificial drainage. 

Corn should be planted on the highest land, and particularly where it has the 
best natural drainage ; and when planted on this kind of location, it is better to 
plant it in the water-furrow, for the reason that it gives a better opportunity to dirt 
the corn throughout the season, and avoids a too high ridge when it is laid by. It 
will always stand a drought better when it is so planted. The planter should be 
particular in this kind of planting, and observe the same rules only on soils that are 
naturally well drained. 

The first cultivation after planting should be with a good iron tooth-harrow, so as 
to pulverize the ground well. This kind of implement is better than any other for 
the cultivation of young corn ; it pulverizes and leaves the land in a better condi- 
tion, and destroys more eftectually aU other vegetation. The kind of cultivation 
after this, depends upon the season. 

Sugar. — The ground should be clear of trash, and well ridged up and pulverized 
with the harrow, before planted. It should be planted in rows, about six feet apart. 
The opening-furrow, for planting, should be deep and well opened; the seed should 
be well stripped of fodder, and planted double. G-reat care should be taken by 
the planter in covering, so as not to raise the seed with the covering-plough. 
After the seed is covered, it is best to run a light harrow on the ridge, followed by 
a heavy roller. If the season should be wet, after the seed is planted, and before it 
comes up, the harrow should be run over to break up the crust. A heavy iron 
harrow can be used with great advantage in the middle of the rows, for the pur- 
pose of pulverizing the ground, and keeping down vegetation. "When the cane is 
about coming up, the dirt should be thrown from the cane by running a furrow on 
each side ; but great care should be taken not to run too near, so as to loosen the 
dirt around the plant-cane ; it then should be scooped out and kept clear of grass 
with the hoe. In about six weeks, the dut should be thrown back to the cane 
with the plough. After the cane has rooted sufficiently, the dut should be regu- 
larly applied, until it is laid by. Cane should be cultivated and kept clean, until 
it is sufficiently large to shade the land, so as to prevent other vegetation. 

Cotton.— -In this latitude, cotton should be planted on a well-thrown -up ridge. 
When planted on light or sandy land, it should be done from the I5th of February 
to the 1st of March ; on stiff, heavy land, it should be planted a month later, accord- 
ing to the forwardness of the spring. For planting, the furrow shoii^ld be opened 
on the top of the ridge ; the seed should be well sown in the furrow, and covered 
over with a light harrow, after which a good heavy roller should be run over to 
press the ground well to the seed. After the cotton comes up, it should be scooped 
out with the hoes, and the middles well pulverised with the harrow. The scoops 
and harrows should be used entirely for the cultivation until laid by. 

L T, TmsLEY, 

LETTER FROM COL. WATERS, OE FORT BEND CO. 

W. Richarchon, Galveston: Arcola, July 13, 1858. 

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 8th inst, propounding inquiries in regard to the 
culture of our leading staples of agriculture, came to hand a few days ago. It w^as 
a matter of regret, at the time, that business prevented me from replying at once, 
as the subject of your inquiries is one in which I have for years past felt the deep- 
est interest. Though I am too proud of our State to beheve that her superior 
agricultural advantages has escaped the notice of planters, yet I believe that precise 
and correct general information, as to the mode of cultivation of our staples, and tho 
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yield per acre of our lands, will not fail to be read with interest by the friends of 
Texas abroad. I will state with pleasure, and as briefly as possible, the conclu- 
sions which a long experience has led me to adopt as to the mode of cultivation of 
eaoh of our leading staples. 

PREPARATION FOR CORK. 
The usual method of preparing corn land is, to lay off the rows four feet wide 
and flush the intervening ground. This leaves on each side of each bed, an under- 
furrow, in which the corn is planted. This preparation should be made in Janu- 
ary — always by the first of February. The earliest planting in favorable seasons, 
generally commences about the 15th of February. Planters in this vicinity finish 
conmionly by the first of March. 

PREPARATION FOR COTTON. 

The preparation for a cotton crop begins about the 1st of January. The follow- 
ing is the usual method pursued in this county: first, lay off your ground from six 
to eight feet, and with a large two-horse turning-plough, throw up a bed as high 
as can be conveniently made, leaving on each side of each bed, as deep a furrow- 
as possible, which will take off the water after heavy rains. Let it remain in this 
condition until the 10th of March, about which time planting commonly com- 
mences. 

PREPARATION FOR CANE. 

For cane, the course I pursue, is first, to lay off my ground in rows from six to 
eight feet, and then with a large two-horse turning-plough, run two furrows to- 
gether as deep as possible, and clean them out well with hoes, in order to deepen 
and widen them. Keep your planting up with the ploughs, which is done any 
time between the first of December and the first of March. 

CORN. 

Com, in this vicinity, is planted in driUs from sixteen to twenty inches apart, 
and covered commonly with a light turning-plough. After it has come to a stand, 
allow it to remain until four to six mches high ; then with light turning- ploughs 
run round it, always keeping the bar of the plough next to the corn, so as to throw 
the dirt from it. Then follow with the hoes, and chop out the young grass and 
weeds. Thin it to a stand, adding a little du-t at the same time. Corn should be 
worked once in fifteen days, adding dirt each time, so that by the time it is laid by 
there may be formed around it a wide and elevated bed. With us, corn is in 
roasting-ear by the 15th of June, and is ready for harvesting from the 20th of 
August to the Ist of September. Our average yield per acre is about fifty bushels 
on bottom-lands, and thirty bushels on uplands. Seventy-five bushels per acre 
throughout ^n entire crop is not uncommon, in favorable seasons, on our good bot- 
tom lands. 

COTTON. 

About the 10th of March, (by which time early planting is commenced,) open 
the beds that have been prepared in January, with a scooter, or narrow shovel- 
plough. The furrows should be from four to six inches deep. Then cast the seed 
into them very thick, and cover with a board attached to the heel of the plough, 
or with a harrow, as the planter may prefer. Afterwards run a roller over the 
beds, so as to settle the dirt around the seed ; and the roller also compacts the 
earth, causing it to retain the moisture better, and increases the planter's chances of 
securing a stand. After the cotton has come to a stand, the bed should be care- 
fully scraped down on each side of it with the hoe, and all the young grass and 
weeds removed. Three or four days after scraping, run around it with ploughs, 
keeping always the bar of the plough next to the plant, so as to throw the dirt 
from it; leave six mches of earth undisturbed between the furrow and the young 
cotton. 

It is allowed to remain after this, about two weeks, when the ploughs are again 
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put into it, and the dirt replaced which has been previously thrown from it ; four 
furrows generally answer the purpose at this stage ; in three or four days, chop 
through the cotton, leaving it in bunches about one foot apart, and from four to 
six stalks in a bunch; there will be remaining after chopping it out, nearly double 
the quantity of cotton required when it is thinned finally to a stand ; this is done 
to guard against any disaster that may occur to it from too much rain, the worm, 
or any other cause. It is not disturbed again for two weeks, when the ploughs 
are again started ; du-t is thrown to the cotton, and the middles broken thoroughly; 
after the ploughs, the hoes follow immediately and thin the cotton to a stand ; this 
is done by chopping down alternately one of the bunches left ; allow but one stalk 
in a place to remain. After the crop is thinned to a stand, the plants should not 
be nearer each other than two feet ; from this time the cotton should be worked once 
every two weeks, until the cultivation is disposed of, which is generally about the 
middle of July. 

Early cotton is in blossom about the 20th of May. Cotton commences to open 
generally by the 1st of August, though there is much of it open and ready to pick 
before that time. The usual time of picking cotton among planters generally, is 
about the 10th of August on bottom lands, and earlier on uplands. Eight bales 
per hand, weighing five hundred pounds each, is about the average on well-man- 
aged plantations. Our bottom lands will average two thousand pounds, or more, 
to the acre; uplands yield from twelve to fourteen hundred pounds to the acre. 
Ten bales may be made and gathered by each hand ; and sometimes more is raised, 
but seldom gathered, by a single hand. The season for gathering cotton is from 
three to four weeks longer in Texas than in Alabama, and I think the same may 
be said of most of the other cotton States. 

CANE. 

Cane is planted by first laying a single stalk in the furrow heretofore described, 
and then another stalk is laid so as to lap half the length of the first, and so on 
throughout. Care should bo used in laying the stalks of cane, so that all the butts 
may point in one direction. Hands follow immediately after the cane- droppers, 
with sharp knives, and cut each stalk into three pieces; this cutting is necessary, 
to prevent the shoots from the butts of the cane, where there is more vigor and 
vitality, from exhausting the shoots from the upper and less vigorous portion of 
the stalk. Follow immediately after the cane is cut and replaced, and cover it 
from four to six inches deep, with large turning-ploughs ; four ftuTOws are neces- 
sary to do this completely and effectually. After the cane is planted, let it remaui 
until spring opens, which will be known from seeing an occasional shoot making 
its appearance. As soon as you are convinced that the crop has commenced to 
sprout, scrape a portion of the earth from above the cane, leaving it two or three 
inches below the surface. The object for doing this, is to bring out as nearly 
together as possible, all the shoots at the same time ; the weakly, as well as the 
strong and vigorous. By aiding it in this way, additional time is gained for grow- 
ing and maturuig the crop. After heavy rains, or from any other cause, the sur- 
face becomes hard, it will be necessary to loosen the dirt around the cane, as the 
young shoots find great difficulty in making their way through the crusted earth. 

As soon as sufficient young cane has made its appearance to mark distinctly 
the rows, the process of cultivation is as follows: Run around the young 
cane as in young corn, throwing the dirt firom it ; follow as soon as possible with 
the hoes, and loosen the dirt in the same manner as when coming up. In about 
ten days, plough again, and throw the dirt back ipto the furrow made by running 
around it the first time ; but be careful not to throw the dirt among the young 
cane ; plough the middle of tlie rows this time thoroughly, and leave in the centre 
of each a deep, wide, and straight furrow; this course of cultivation is^ pui'sued 
until your stand is perfected. With the hoes, add each time you go over it, a very 
little dirt. The stand should be complete by the 20th of May; and whether so ox* 
not, it will be necessary to co/nmence dirting the cane, both with the plough and 
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Loe. Shoots coming after this time will not mature, and should, therefore, be pre- 
vented from coming, as they encumber the land. 

Cane requires a higher cultivation than corn or cotton; in fact, to do it justice, 
it should be worked once in ten days, and very thoroughly each time. Ploughing 
cane should cease by the 20th of June, as it has, by that time, generally attained a 
sufficient size to shade the ground completely, and thus smother the grass, etc. It 
should, however, be gone over occasionally, to cut out the tie vine, which is 
troublesome on our plantations. Eolling commences about the 15th of October 
and continues until Christmas, generally. ' 

The average yield per acre is about sixteen hundred pounds; ten thousand 
pounds of sugar ; and eighty gallons of molasses to each thousand pounds, is usually 
made to each hand, with fair management. 

Should what I have here written meet with your approval, you can make what 
use of it you may think proper. What I have said, is based on my own experience 
and obser^^ation alone, and should not be relied upon too implicitly, but received 
with a grain of allowance by the new beginner, and by planters coming from other 
States, and commencing for the first time, in Texas. 

Yery truly yours, etc., J. D. Waters. 



GENERAL HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS TO THE FARMER, 
APPLICABLE TO THE SEVERAL MONTHS OF THE YEAR. 

By Wm. J. Jones. 
JANUARY. 

With the close of the old year and the beginning of the new, the planter should 
withdraw a portion of his force (the moat effective) from the picking of the old 
crop, if any cotton be left, to prepare for the pitching of the new. 

IJpon the timely commencement of this department of the plantation economy 
may, in a great degree, depend the success of the forthcoming harvest. ' The small 
and weaker or less skillful force may be left to gather the cotton remaining un- 
stripped from the last year's planting. 

The first thing to be looked to, even on our most productive soils, should be the 
breaking down and scattering the limbs of the cotton plant, and the corn-stalks to 
be ploughed in and restored to the land, as furnishing the best and most convenient 
vegetable manure, either to keep up the genial qualities of good lands, or to 
improve the productive powers of the lighter soils. Upon the thinner lands 
should be scattered all the waste cotton-seed, usually left to rot round the gin- 
house, engendering sickness and creating most unsavory odors. It is desirable 
also to haul out the stable and cow-manure, usually allowed to remain in the stalls 
and pens to prevent disease among stock. The time now consumed in this employ- 
ment will be most profitably spent both by the increased fertility of the soil and 
in the greater neatness and comfort of the planting establishment. The beast, not 
less than the man, will profit by cleanliness and comfort, and will guarantee good 
health and a larger measure of usefulness. 

All the tools and implements used on the plantation should now be collected in 
some suitable place, examined minutely, and put in complete order for use, so that 
no time need be lost or work delayed in the thorough preparation of the ground 
for the coming crop. These suggestions are hardly necessary for the thoughtful 
and diligent, but may not be amiss for those who have other matters to withdraw 
their attention, and should not by them be regarded as merely expletive. 

The work of cleaning up ought to be carefully looked to and fully completed by 
the close of the month. The old crop should be turned off, the ginning rapidly 
progressing, if not finished, and every thing intended for the market dispatched to 
its destination, when an accufat^ estimate may be made of the expenses and yield 
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of the plantation, and an exact balance-sheet made out If the profits should not 
be equal to the expectations of the owner, he would find it greatly to his advan- ^ 
tage to review his plantation calendar or diary of the old year, which every method- 
ical cultivator should keep, and endeavor to ascertain the source of his deficiencies, 
and correct himself in his future management. 

It is only in this way that we can hope to be fully successful in the great and 
noble science of agriculture ; for it is more decidedly experimental than any other, 
and can only be improved by the most diligent and timely correction of past errors 
and misapplied labors. "We do not design here to inculcate parsimony, but to en- 
force economy. Nothing that may be of use should be thrown away. Then the 
planter can afford to provide the most substantial establishments for his negroes, 
extend their bill of fare, and render them in all things comfortable and happy. 

We are constrained to say, that as a general thing, the negro household in the 
Slave States is the most bountifully provided for, and their situation may well be 
the envy of the poorer and suffering milHons upon the continent. 

FEBRUARY. 

"With the opening of this month, or if possible before the close of the past, the 
ploughs (being in complete trim for double teams) should be started to bed up the 
ground for the first planting of corn. The land must be ploughed deep (if sub- 
eoiled in the lighter qualities, all the better,) and bedded in rows from three to four 
feet apart, depending for distance upon the relative strength of the soil. If the 
season promise to be forward, half the crop of corn may be planted between the 
middle and last of the month, the work of preparing for the seeding of the balance 
to be in preparation at the same time. "Whilst if the strength of force and team will 
permit, the ground for oats, if intended to be sown, should be well prepared and 
the crop in the ground by the middle or last of the month, (the earlier the better,) 
if there is sufficient moisture in the soil to sprout the seed. 

The corn in our flat lands succeeds best when planted in the drill, as it is more 
. effectually drained by this method, and should be sowed without stint of seed, as 
birds and worms will destroy a great deal, and it is all-important to procure a 
stand from the first planting. The corn-planter, found at the agricultural ware- 
house in Galveston, is most admirably adapted for this purpose, as the seed is 
dropped from it with perfect regularity and great celerity, and the ground well 
rolled and packed to prevent the feathered depredator from committing his ravages. 
Our best lands, when properly prepared and well planted in the way indicated, 
may be relied on in good seasons for eighty bushels to the acre, and lighter qualities 
for half this yield. If early corn is desired, the seed should not be imbedded over 
two inches. Every inch beyond this depth will retard the growth of the plant 
several day#. 

If the half of the corn crop be planted by the close of this month, the oats sowed, 
and any other small grain intended to be raised seeded, the most important work 
of preparing the ground intended for cotton may now be commenced, if not before 
entered upon. With the brief space allowed us, we must confine our observations 
exclusively to the cotton and corn-planters, as being the most important and ex- 
tended interesta 

MARCH. 
" Ck)me, gentle Spring, ethereal mildnefls, come, 
And from the bosom of yon dropping cloud, 
While music wakes around, veiled in a shower 
Of shadowing roses, on our plains descend." 

"With the commencement of this month, every effort should be concentrated to 
hasten the preparation of all the ground designed to be occupied by the cotton 
plant \ and if the season be favorable, by the close of the same, all the early plant- 
ing should be finished. Between the first and the " ides of March," the second and 
last seeding of corn may be made, so that by the time the late field of cotton wa3 
planted, the hands would be ready to give the early com a working over, and re- 
duce it in part to a stand 
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There is a manifest advantage in securing two separate plantings, of both cotton 
and corn, as the cultivation of each will thereby be greatly facilitated, and the sea- 
sons, so extremely variable in this climate, be more aptly met. The work of this 
month is the most important and valuable to the planter or farmer of all others in 
the year. Work may be delayed and time dissipated with less material injury at 
any other season than the lapsed labors of the opening spring. Let none refuse to 
lend a helping hand to drive the sharpened plough, led on by the sleek horses or 
cattle, or toss the shining hoe, dazzling the eye with its reflected brightness. Let 
all hands begin the toils of the day by early dawn — 

" Cheered by the simple song and soaring lark." 
This, in our climate too, is the opening of the season of cheerfulness, as well as 
that of precious toil. 'Tis now the time when the groves of fruit and forest trees, 
and flowering shrubs — 

" Put forth their buds, unfolding by degrees, 
Till the whole leafy forest stands displayed, 
In full luxuriance to the sighing gales." 

APRIL. 

This month, although like Niobe, addicte'd to showering *' pearly drops," is with 
us the most enchanting of all the seasons. At one moment the clouds may be 
draped in the deepest mourning, when with all the suddenness and surprise of ma- 
gic power, the sun, so wonderfully formed to display the powers of nature, will 
rend asunder the deepening shadows, and open to human vision a foretaste of 
the brightness of eternal glory. 

It is delightful at this season to visit our beautiful country, and lounge upon the 
turreted hills, surveying in the valleys below every charm for the vision, "• distance 
lending enchantment to; the view," while all nature is arrayed in her richest attire, 
and musical with the joyous songs of animated existence. It would almost seem a 
profanation of this holiday of existence to devote any part of it to thoughts of 
business. But it is equally the time for labor, as the flood-tide of beauty and hap- > 
pin ess. 

The planter must now, if possible, put his last cotton in the ground, plough out 
and chop over his early corn, and towards the close of the month, if not sooner re- 
quired, thin out his first planting of cotton, and, if necessary, give his early corn a 
second working. 

It may be, if he has bedded his sweet potatoes early, and the ground should be 
sufficiently moist, that he wUl have slips to set for early use. This crop is a most 
important one to the planter, and no opportunity should be lost to make a large 
and early planting. The potato is nutritious and healthy, and especially con- 
venient for little chOdren, black and white, and is by far the best escufcnt in the 
South. Although much is to be done in this month, we can not say more, except 
that we sometimes feel, amid the beauties of April, that we could submit to be dis- 
solved to mingle with the sweetness and freshness of gay nature. 

MAT. 

It is now the clouds collect their richest treasures, and scatter them with a lavish 
hand on our verdant fields. It is now that the flowers of the orchard drop their 
leaves, and the fruits of the earth begin to exhibit in their embryo form the brilliant 
type of ripening perfection, and repose side by side *' in social sweetness on the 
self-same bough." 

In this month the early com is ploughed for the last time, and silks and tassels 
begin to display their rich drapery to the admiring gaze. It is better worth than 
a thousand days of metropolitan joys, to feast upon the wealth of Ceres, and to 
look upon the ripening corn and gently- waving fields of " the golden harvest" 

The late corn and all the cotton must now be watched with a skillful eye, and 
made clean and thinned out, as the season may require. It is impossible to point 
out at this period any precise process of cultivation, which must be regulated by 
the weather and the visible condition of the crop. 
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In thi3 month the setting of potato-slips must be looked to, and if the rains are 
light, should be set and watered for several days, in the morning, before the sun is 
too hot, and in the evening as the shadows lengthen. Towards the close of this 
month the planter may begin to estimate what may be the result of his labors, 
and if the seasons have been propitious, begin his preparations for the gathering in 
durmg the coming month his early harvest. 

JUNE. 

This is the harvest month for the farmers of our State, and the cradle and scythe 
are now brought into full requisition. The oats have already been garnered, and 
the wheat is now waving its bearded heads, inviting the grasp of the practised 
reaper. Texas is not behind any State in the Union, for its abounding capabilities 
to produce the cereals that supply the food of the world. We can with truth, 
exclaim : 

" So with superior boon, may our rich soil, 

Exuberant Nature's better blessings pouu 

O'er every land ; tfie naked nations clothe^ 

And be the exhausUess gfrnaiary of a world.^^ 

Towards the close of this month the cotton should be worked over for the last 
time, and perfectly cleansed of all grass and weeds. Among the earliest planted 
cotton fields, numerous bolls may now be found, and some few presenting their 
whitened locks to be plucked and made the adornment and comforter of mankind. 
It is but rare that the cotton matures so early, and its small yield at this season, is 
scarcely worthy of notice. 

The early sweet potatoes should now be ploughed and worked over and re- 
bedded, and all the weeds and grasses eradicated. Every preparation should soon 
be made for the pulling of fodder and the mowing of the grasses, intendedto serve the 
stock during the pinching days of the coming winter. 

JULY. 

This month should be especially dear to every American heart. To it belongs 
the sainted day of om* National existence ; and it is the season of great public joy 
and festivity with every patriotic citizen. Although with us, it is the close of the 
field harvest, yet in the Middle, Western, and Northern States, the joyous reaper's 
notes are not unfrequently mingled with the song of triumph over the foes of freedom. 

In this month our grasses are fully ripe, and every farmer who would provide 
for his stock their winter stores, must look to the securing of his fodder, and the 
reaping of his hay. Of our field grasses, the orchard or crab-grass is greatly 
superior to any other, save the musquit, which we have yet seen tried ; and if the 
cow-pea is sowed at the last ploughing of the corn and cut with the grass, it makes 
hay greatly superior to any we import here firom the North. The stock seem to 
give it the preference, and its fattening quahties are unrivalled. But having green 
grass upon our prairies the year round, there is a manifest indifference in regard to 
this crop, which we are sorry to observe. Although our stock may live through 
the winter upon the growing herbage, it is obviously the interest of every stock- 
raiser, and especially those who desire the luxury of milk in the winter, to lay up 
for hard weather a good supply of grass for his cows and to feed his work-oxen. 
It is good and cheap food, and can be stacked without shelter in the open air. 

In the early cotton, planted upon our prairies, (which matm'e the staple in 
advance of the tbnbered lands,) a very fair picking may be had by the close of 
this month, and no time should be lost in securing this crop as rapidly as it opens. 
It is more liable than any other to bo materiaDy injured by heavy winds and 
lasting rains. 

AUGUST. 

" Now Is the winter of our discontent made glorious summer." 

With the beginning of this month the planter's attention is profoundly engaged 
in the gathering of his cotton, and aU hands are now called to duty. This is the 
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trying season to health and patience, and care and anxiety are seen to be the In- 
dwellers of the planter's household. His feelings tincture the breathing atmo- 
sphere of life around him, and if success crowns his labors, every hving soul, white 
and black, is sure to be the recipient of a bounty unsurpassed by any other agri- 
• cultural class. From this crop alone the planter is expected to obtain his annual 
expenses and to lay up a store for the education and starting m life of his young 
family. 

The two past years have been most disastrous to this branch of our population, 
having scarcely, in the most favored regions, saved enough to pay the expenses of 
rearing a very short crop. This season, however, now promises to make amends 
for the deficiencies of the two previous years. 

We have omitted to mention the numerous experiments now being made to grow 
the Sea-Island or black-seed cotton on our coast lands. So far, success seems to 
have attended the enterprise, and in this month a full picking may be expected. 
This cotton matures more rapidly than the green or rough seed, and consequently 
the season for gathering is much shorter, usually closing by the first of October. 

If the season is favorable, the first sowing of turnips should be made in this 
month, and the late planting of sweet potatoes worked over for the last time. 

SEPTEMBER, 

Nothing c^n excel the beauty of the cotton-field during the first fall month, 
especially if the weather be dry and cool, "We know of no scenic resemblance 
which will give our Northern friends any adequate conception of this interesting 
sight, except their cedars, all clothed with verdure in mid- winter, upon which has 
gently fallen the pure and unsuUied snow-flake. Amid these pendent pure white 
drops are seen the deep green leaves, among which repose the forms with their blue 
and yellow rays^ surmounted by the rich red blooms, with a border of cream-color, 
all combined in decoration of the plant, and emblematic of the seasons of the year. 

The true economy of the planter is to commence the ginning and baling of his 
cotton as rapidly as possible. When it is carried to market, many of the dangers 
to which it is subjected under his own sheds, are avoided by him, as he will find no 
difficulty in insuring, at moderate rates, when stored in the merchant's warehouse ; 
or he may sell, as pleases him best There is a decided saving in this manage- 
ment, and thousands of dollars now lost to the State, may be secured from hazard 
by this timely precaution. 

OCTOBER. 

When we look into our cotton fields, we can not shut out from our eyes the fact 
so oft proclaimed, " that cotton is king." England has essayed in every clime to 
break the galling chains of this dependence upon us for this staple. She has ex- 
hibited her hostility in every form, but when cotton speaks, a dread silence reigns 
throughout her vast domain. How fiattering then to our planting interest to know 
that they hold in their hands the sceptre of civilization and the purse of peace 
Let them not be forgetful of their high mission. 

We are now in the very middle of the picking season and in no month, with 
favorable weather, can the hands do more successful work. The heaviest gather- 
ings are usually made during this month. 

A second sowing of turnips may now be made. This is a most usefal crop for 
the family, as well as the housed stock of cows and oxen. The rutat-baga is de- 
cidedly superior to any other kind. This crop is not sufficiently appreciated in the 
South. 

This is the month when the gin should be running, if possible, and the cotton- 
seed, one of our very best fertilizers, should be kept under cover. If exposed to 
the weather, through the entire winter, this valuable seed loses largely of those 
properties, which render it valuable as a manure. The exposure to sun, wind, and 
snow, deprives it of the gases, which afford food for cotton or corn, and they rapidly 
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evaporate if not heaped in a dry situation. We should be glad to have public at- 
tention fully awakened to the true value of the cotton-seed, and we hope in another 
number to give a more lengthened essay upon this, soon to become valuable ar- 
ticle of commerce, now generally thrown away. 

NOVEMBER. 

At early dawn (the frosty nights now opening the cotton-bolls with great rapid- 
ity) the clear-sounding horn calls to work the dusky gang, to contest the prize of 
victory, " image of war, without its guilt." The season now approaches, when the 
various rewards for skill and diligence are to be distributed among the negroes. 
To gaze for ooe moment upon the happy faces of those iu the front ranks, ready to 
pluck the gaudiest premiums, evincing a genuine national taste, would well repay 
ihe mistaken zealot in the cause of abolition for the many anxious hours he has 
spent for the sufferings of the negro, and would stay the torrent of his unholy cru- 
fikide against the South. 

As the season draws to a close, the sphere of the planter's duties is less varied, 
but becomes more concentrated. The weaker and smaller gang, towards the end 
of this month, are left to manage the field operations, while the sturdy arm of vigor- 
ous age takes charge of the gin and press, and ihe teamsters, in merry gangs, start 
upon the road to carry off the crop to market, and bring back the winter's store for 
the house and cabins, and the modest but comfortable garments for the season. 

The last seeding of turnips may now be made, the com, gathered before the 
weevil become too numerous, and securely packed in darkened cribs to check their 
propagation, and the pumpkins secured, so useful for the cows, and so palatable for 
the table. 

By the opening of this month, if the weather be dry, the vines may be cut from 
the sweet potato with great advantage to the root, and will make a hay quite 
equal to the pea-vine. They are easily cured, and are full of saccharine matter and 
starch. With us they grow most luxuriantly, and there is no forage in the haj- 
line to be excelled by well-cured sweet potato-vines. If not saved for hay, they 
afford a most excellent manure for thin or stiff soils. We r.egret to see so little at- 
tention paid to the saving of hay and provender for stock in the winter. The qua- 
lities of our cows, as milkers, would be materially enhanced by winter-feeding. 

DECEMBER. 

•' See, Winter comes, to rule the varied year, 
Sullen and sad, with all his vising train, 
Vapors, and clouds, and storms." 

With the end of the last month and the entering upon this, the planter should 
carefully review all the work of the year, and note well the errore, if any, of his 
management, and resolve that with the beginning of the next year, as our mothers 
have often told us, a new leaf should be turned over. 

It is nov/- time for the planter to ride or walk over his place, examine every 
locality with a critical eye, particularly the houses for wintering his stock. lie 
should see that every thing is put in complete order, that the stalls and mangers 
are all kept clean, that his negro-houses are made close and comfortable, and if 
possible, an improved system of plantation economy adopted for the coming year. 
He should carefully examine his potato-heaps, and know that every thing has been, 
done to secure this crop from decay. If he has hogs, he should provide dry pens 
for them, and see that they are amply fed, for w4ien the cold season comes, he 
should be ready to kill his pofk and make it into bacon. These, and numerous 
other duties which our limits will not allow us even to advert to, will keep the 
owner of the plantation diligently employed till the season for another crop has 
set in. 

We would gladly have enlarged upon the duties of the planter, but space is not 
allowed us. A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our phnteral 
7 
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UNITED STATES STATISTICS. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE UJSriTED STATES FKOM THE ADOP- 
TION OP THE CONSTITUTION. 

1 1. George Washington, 

2. John Adams, 

3. Thomas Jefferson, 

4. James Madison, 

5. James Monroe, 

6. John Quincy Adams, 

7. Andrew Jackson, 

8. Martin Yan Buren, 

9. William Henry Harrison,* 

10. John Tyler, 

11. James Knox Folic, 

12. Zachary Taylor,* 

13. Millard Fillmore, 

14. Franklin Pierce, 

15. James Buchanan, 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The ISth Presidential term of four years, since the establishment of the govern- 
ment of the United States under the Constitution, began on the 4th of March, 
1857 ; and it will expire on the 3d of March, 1861. 

Salary. 
JAMES BUCHA.NAN, of Pennsylvauia, President, $25,000 

John C. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, • Vice-President, 8,000 

CABINET. 





Term Began. 


Term Ended. 


Length of Tinie. 


Virginia, 


April 30, 1789, 


March 3, 1797, 


8 years. 


Massachusetts, 


March 4, 1T97, 


March 8, 1801, 


4 " 


Yirginia, 


March 4, 1801, 


March 8, 1809, 


8 " 


Virginia, 


March 4, 1809, 


March 3, 1817, 


8 " 


Yirginia, 


March 4, 1817, 


March 3, 1825, 


8 " 


Massachusetts, 


March 4, 1825, 


March 3, 1S29, 


4 " 


Tennessee, 


March 4, 1829, 


March 3, 1837, 


8 " 


New-York, 


March 4, 1837, 


March 3, 1841, 


4 " 


Ohio, 


March 4, 1841, 


April 4,1841, 


1 month. 


Yirginia, 


April 4,1841, 


March 3, 1845, 


8 y. 11 mo. 


Tennessee, 


March 4, 1845, 


March 3, 1849, 


4 years. 


Louisiana, 


March 4, 1849, 


July 9, 1850, 


1 y. 4 mo. 5 d. 


New-York, 


July 9, 1850, 


March 3, 1853, 


2 y; 7 mo. 25 d 


New-Hampshire,March 5, 1853, 


March 3, 1857, 


4 years. 


Pennsylvania, 


March 4, 1857, 







Lewis Cass, 
Howell Cobb, 
John B. Floyd, 

ISAAO TOUCET, 

Jacob Thompson, 
Aaron Y. Brown, 
Jeremiah S. Black, 



Roger B. Taney, 
John McLean, 
James M. Wayne, 
John Catron, 
Peter Y. Daniel, 
Samuel Nelsoo, 
Robert C. Grier, 
John A. Campbell, 
Nathan Clifford, 
Jeremiah S. Black, 
BeDJamin C. Howard, 
William T. CarroU, 



THE 

Michigan, Secretary of State, $8,000 

Georgia, Secretary of the Treasury, 8,000 

Yirginia, Secretary of War, 8,000 

Connecticut, Secretary of the Navy, 8,000 

Mississippi, Secretary of the Interior, 8,000 

Tennessee, Postmaster- General, 8,000 

Pennsylvania, Attorney- General, 8,000 



THE JUDICIAHY. 

SUPREME COURT. 



Residence. 
Baltimore, Md., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Savannah, Ga., 
Nashville, Tenn., 
Richmond, Ya., 
CooperstowD, N. Y., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Mobile, Ala., 
Maine, 

Washington, D, C, 
Baltimore, Md., 



Chief Justice, 
Associate Justice, 



Attorney- General, 
Reporter, 
Clerk, 



Appointed 
1836, 
1829, 
1835; 
1837, 
1841, 
1845, 
1846, 
1853, 
1858, 
1857, 
1843, 



Salary. 

.$6,500 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

.6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

8,000 

1,300 

Fees, etc. 

has one session 



iiiiam X. v^mTu.., Washington, D. C, 
The Supreme Court is held m the city oi Washmgton, and 
annually, commencing on the 1st Monday of December. 
CIRCUIT COURTS. 
The United States are divided into the f ollowing nine Judicial Circuits, in each 



* Died in office. 
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of which a Circuit Goart is held twice every year, for each State within the Circuit, 
by a Justice of the Supreme Court, assigned to the Circuit, and by the District 
Judge of the State or District in which the Court sits. 

Presiding Judge. 
1st Circuit, Maine, New-Hampshire, Mass., and R, L, Mr. Justice Clifford. 



2d " Vermont, Connecticut, and New-York, 

3d " New-Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

ith " Delaware, Maryland, aod Virginia, 

5th '" Alabama, Louisiana, and Kentucky, 

6th " N. C^-roiina, S. Carolina, and G-eorgia, 

7th " Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan, 

8th " Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri, , 

9ih " Mississippi and Arkansas, 

California Circuit, Matthew H. McAllister, of San Francisco. 

The States of Florida, Texas, Iowa, and Wisconsin have not yet been attached 
to any Circuit, but the District Courts have the power of Circuit Courts, and the 
District Judges act aa Circuit Judges. There is a local Circuit Court held in the 
District of Columbia, by three judges specially appointed for that purpose : James 
Dunlop, Judge; James S. Morsell, Associate do.; Wm. M. Merrick, do. The 
Chief Justice of that Court sits also as District Judge of that District. 



Mr. Justice Nelson. 
Mr. Justice Grier. 
Mr. Chief Justice Taney. 
Mr. Justice Campbell. 
Mr. Justice Wayne. 
Mr. Justice McLean-. 
Mr. Justice Catron. 
Mr. Justice Daniel. 



Eastern District, 



Western District, 



DISTRICT COURTS OF 
John C. Watrous, 
Samuel D. Hay, 
Benjamin McCulloch, 
James Love, 
Thomas H. Duval, 
R. B. Hubbard, 
William C. Young, 
Matthew Hopkins, 



TEXAS. 




Judge, 


Galveston. 


^ Attorney, 


Huntsville. 


Jrlarshcd, 


Galveston. 


Clerk, 


Galveston. 


Judge, 


Austin. 


Attoi'neyy 


Tyler. 


Marshal, 


Sherman. 


Clerk, 


Galveston, 



CONGRESS. 

The Congress of the United States consists of a Senate and House of Represent- 
atives, and must assemble at least once every year, on the first Monday of Decem- 
ber, unless it is otherwise provided by law. 

The Senate is composed of two members from each State ; and, of course, the 
regular number is now 62. They are chosen by the Legislatures of the several 
States, for the term of six years, one third being elected biennially. 

The Vice-President of the United States is the President of the Senate, in which 
body he has only a casting vote, which is given in case of an equal division of the 
votes of the Senators. In his absence, a F resident pro tempore is chosen from 
among the Senators by the Senate. 

The House of Representatives is composed of members from the several Statep 
elected by the people, in separate districts composed of contiguous territory, for the 
term of two years. The Representatives are apportioned among the different 
States according to population, as follows. After each decennial enumeration, the 
aggregate representative population of the United States is ascertained by the'Sec- 
retary of the Interior, by adding to the whole number of free persons in all the 
States, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. This aggregate is divided by 233 and 
the quotient, rejecting fractions, if any, is the ratio of apportionment among the sev- 
eral States. The representative population of each State is then ascertained in the 
same manner, and is divided by the above-named ratio, and this quotient eives the 
apportionment of Representatives to each State. The loss by fractions is compen- 
sated for by assigning to as many States having the largest fractions as may be 
necessary to make the whole number of Representatives 233, one additional rnem- 
ber each for its fraction. If after the apportionment new States are admitted 
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Representatives are assigned to such State -upon the above basis, in addition to the 
limited number of 233 ; but such excess continues only until the next apportion- 
ment under the succeeding census. When the apportionment is completed, the 
Secretary sends a certificate thereof to the House of Representatives, and to the 
Executive of each State a certificate of the number apportioned to such State. The 
present number of Representatives is 234, an additional representative being tem- 
porarily assigned to California. There are, besides, seven Delegates, one each from 
Oregon, Minnesota, Utah, New-Mexico, Washington, Kansas, and Nebraska, who 
have a right to speak, but not to vote. 

Joint Resolution, approved December 23, 1857, provides. That, "On the first 
day of the first session of each Congress, or as soon thereafter as he may be in 
attendance and apply, each Senator, Kepresentative, and Delegate shall receive 
his mileage, as now provided by law, and all his compensation from the beginning 
of his term, to be computed at the rate of $250 per month; and during: the ses- 
sion compensation at the same rate. And on the first day of the second or any 
subsent session, he shall receive his mileage, as now allowed by law, and all com- 
pensation which has accrued during the adjournment, at the rate aforesaid ; and 
daring said session compensation at the same rate." And further, repealing so" 
much of the Act of August 16, 1856, conflicting with the above resolution. 

Members dying before the commencement of the first session receive no pay 
or mileage ; dying afterwards, their representatives receive what was then due 
them. Deductions from the monthly pay of each member are made for each day's 
absence, unless the cause of absence be his sickness or that of some member of 
his family. The pay of the Speaker, and of the President of the Senate, loro tempore^ 
is $12,000 for each Congress. 



XXXV. CONGRESS. 

FIRST SESSION OPENED MONDAY, DEO. 7, 1857. SECOND SESSION OPENS FIRST 
MONDAY IN DEC. 1858. 

List corrected to' September 1st Elections will take place in the follo\ving States previous to 
the next session of Congress : Maine, Yermont, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Ohiio, Illinois, Micliigan, 
New-Jersey, and Florida, 

^' SENATE— 64 MEMBERS. 

JoHK C. Bekckbnridge, of Kentucky, President ex-officio. 
FRennblicans (in Italics,) 20; Democrats, (in Koman,) 89; Americans, (in small caps.) 5; 
Total 64 The' figures before each Senator's name denote the year when his term expires.] 



ALABAMA. 

1861 . .Benjamin Fitzpatrick, 
1865. .Clement C. Clay, Jr. 

ARKANSAS. 

1859.. William K. Sebastian, 
]86l..Eobert W. Johnson. 



1861 



OALirORNlA- 

.William M. Gwln, 
.David C. Brodericfc. 



OONNBOTICirT. 

1861 . . Lafayette 8. FosUr, 
1868 . . James Dixon. 

DBLAWAKB. 

1859.. Martin W. Bates, 
1861 ..James A. Bayard. 

FLORIDA. 

1859.. Stephen R. Mallory, 
1861.. David L. Tulee. 



GEORGIA. 

1S61. . Alfred Iverson, 
1865 . . Eobert Toombs. 

INDIANA. 

1861.. Graham N. Fitch, 
1863..JesseD. Bright. 

ILLINOIS. 

1859.. Stephen A. Douglas, 
\^^1.. Lyman TrumbuU. 

IOWA. 

1859.. George W. Jones, 
1861 . . James Harlan. 
kbntuokt. 
1859. .John B. Thompson, 
1861 . . John J. Crittenden. 

LOtrrSIANA. 

1859..Judah P. Benjamin, 
1861.. John Slidell. 

MAINS. 

1859.. William Pitt Fessmden J 
1868 . . Hannibal HamUn. 



MASSACnUSETTS. 

\%b^.. Henry Wilson, 
1863 . . Charles Sumner. 

MARYLAND. 

1861.. James A. Poarce, 
1863.. Anthony Kennedy. 

MiOIIIGAN. 

1859.. Charles E. Stewart. 
1863 . . Zachariah handier. 

MINNESOTA. 

1859. .James Shields, 
1861.. Henry M. Kice. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

1859.. Albert G. Brown, 
1863.. Jefferson Davis. 

MISSOURI. 

1861..Jame5S, Green, 
1861..Trusten Polk. 

NflW-HAMPSHIRE. 

lSb9..JohnP.Hale, 
1S61.. Daniel ClarK 
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NEW-YORK. 

1S61 . . William IT. Seioard, 
ISQS.. Frestim King, 

NEW- JERSEY. 

1859.. William Wright, 
1863. .John E. Thompson. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

1859..DavldS. Eeld, 
1861..T. L. Clingman. 

OHIO. 

1 861.. George E. Pugh, 
1863 . , Benjamin F. Wade. 



PRNNSYLVANIA. 

1861..WilHam Blgler, 
18G3../SJr/i07i Cameron. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

1859.. Philip Allen, 

1863 ..James F. SimmoTis. 

SOUTH OAROLIICA. 

1859.. A. P. Hayne. 

1861.. James H. Hammond. 

tennessee. 
1859.. John Bell, 
1863.. Andrew Johnson. 



TEXAS. 

1859 . . Sam Houston, 
1861.. Col. Mat Ward. 

VERMONT. 

1 861 . . JacoT) Collamer, 
1863 . . Solomon Foot. 

VIEGINIA. 

1863.. James M. Mason, 
1865. .Robert M. T. Hunter. 

WISCONSIN. 

1861 . . Charles Burhee, 
1863 . . James B. Doolittle. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.— 231 MEMBERS. 
James L. Orr, of South-Carolina, Speaker. James C. Allen, of Illinois, Clerk. 



ALABAMA. 

1, James A. Stall worth, 

2. Eli S. Shorter, 

8. James F. Dowdell, 

4. Sydenham Moore, 

5. George S. Houston, 

6. W. K. W. Cobb, 

7. Jabez L. M. Curry. 

ARKANSAS. 

1. T. C. Hindman, 

2. A.Eust. 

CALIFORNIA. 

1. Charles L. Scott. 

2. Joseph C. McKibbin. 

CONNECTICUT. 

1. Fzra Clark, Jr., 

2, Samuel Arnold, 

8. Sidney Dean, 

4, William D. Bishop. 

DELAWARE. 

William G. Whiteley. 

FLORIDA. 

George S. Hawkins. 

GEORGIA. 

1. James L. Seward, 

2. Martin J. Crawford, 

3. Egbert P. Teippk, 

4. Lucius J. Gartrell, 

6. Augustus E. Wright, 

6. James Jackson, 

7. Joshua Hill, 

8. Alex. H. Stephens. 

ILLINOIS. 

1 . Flihu B. Washburne, 

2. Jolm F. FarnsiooriJi , 
8. Owen Love joy, 

4. William itelioffg, 

5. Isaac N. Morris, 

6. Thomas L. Harris, 

7. Aaron Shaw, 

8. Eobert Smith, 

9. Samuel S. Marshall. 

INDIANA. 

1. William J. Niblack, 

2. William H. English, 

3. James Hughes, 

4. James B. Foley, 

5. David Kilgore, 

6. James M. Gregg, 

7. John G. Davis, 

8. James Wilson, 



9. Scliuyler Colfax, 

10. Charles Ca^e, 

11. John U. Peitit. 

IOWA. 

1 . Samuel JR. Curtis, 

2. Timothy Davis. 

KENTUCKY. 

1. Henry C. Burnett, 

2. Samuel 0. Peyton, 
8. W. L. Underwood, 

4. Albert J. Talbott, 

5. Joshua H. Jewett, 

6. John M. Elliott, , 

7. Humphrey Marshall, 

8. James B. Clay, 

9. John C. Mason, 

10. Jno. W. Stephenson. 

LOUISIANA. 

1. George Eustis, Jr., 

2. Miles Taylor, 

8. Thomas G. Davidson, 
4. John M. Sandidge. 

MAINE. 

1. John M. Wood, 

2, Charles J. Gilman, 
8. Nehemiah Abbott, 
4. Freeman TI. Morse, 

6. Israel Washl>ume,Jr., 
6. Stephen C. Foster. 

MARYLAND. 

1. James A. Stewart, 

2. James B. Eicaud, 
8. James M. Harris, 

4. Henry W. Davis, 

5. Jacob M. Kunkel, 

6. Thomas F. Bowie. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

1. Robert B. Hall, 

2. James BuMnton, 

8. WiUiam S. Damrell, 

4. Linaia B. Comins, 

5. Anson Burling a-me, 

6. Timothy Davis, 

7. Daniel W. Gooch, 

8. Chauncey L. Knapp, 

9. Eli Thayer, 

10. Calvin d. Cha^ff'ee, 

11. Henry L. Dawes. 

MICHIGAN. 

1. WiUiam A. Howard, 

2. Henry Waldron, 



3. Davids. Walbridge, 

4. De Witt C. Leach: 

MINNESOTA. 

George L. Becker, 
William W. Phelps, 
Jas. M. Cavanaugh. 

MISSOURI. 

1. J. E. Barrett, 

2. Thos. L. Anderson, 

3. John B. Clark, 

4. James Craig, 

5. Sam. H. Woodson, 

6. John S. Phelps, 

7. I. W. Noell. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

1. Lucius Q. C. Lamar, 

2. Eeuben Davi^, 

3. William Barksdale, 

4. Otho E. Singleton, 

5. John A. Quitman. 

NEVV-HAMPSHIR-B. 

1 . James Pike, 

2. Ifason W. Tappan, 

3. Aaron H. Cragin. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

1. Isaiah D. Clawson, 

2. George B. Bobbi^is, 

3. Garnet B. Adrain, 

4. John Huiler, 

5. John E. Wortendyke, 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

1. Henry M. Shaw, 

2. Thomas Ruffln, 

3. Warren Winslow. 

4. L. O'Brien Branch, 

5. John A. Gilmer, 

6. Alfred M. Scales, 

7. Burton Craige, 

8. E. Yance. 

NEW-YORK. 

1. John A. Searing, 

2. George Taylor, 

S. Daniel E. Sickles, 

4. John Kelly, 

5. William B. Maolay^ 

6. John Cochrane, 

7. Elijah Ward, 

8. Horace F. Clark, 

9. John B. Haskin, 

10. Ambroses. Ilur^ray, 

11. William F. Eussell, 
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12. John Thompson, 

13. Abraham B. Olin^ 

14. Erastus Corning, 

15. Edward Dodd, 

16. GeorgeW. Palmer, 

17. Francis E. Spinner, 

18. ClarJc B. Cochrane, 

19. Olwer A. Morse, 

20. OrsamiMS B. MaMesan, 
81. Henry Bennett, 

22. Eenrif G. Godwin, 
28. Charles B. Hoard, 

24. Amos P. Granger, 

25. Edwin B. Morgan, 

26. Emory B. Pottle, 

27. t/r5^n. M. Parker, 

28. William H. KeUey, 

29. Sam-uel G. Andrews, 

80. Jic^dson W. Shennan, 

81. /St^as J/! Burroughs, 

82. Israel T. Hatch, 
38. Reuhen E. Fenton. 

OHIO. 

1. George II. Pendleton, 

2. Wm S. Grosbeck, 

8. Lewis D. Campbell, 

4. MuAihioA H. Nichols, 

5. BlchardMott, 

6. Joseph R. Cockerill, 
T. Aaron Harlan, 

8. Benjamin Stanton, 

9. Lawrence W. Hall, 

10. Joseph Miller, 

11. Valentine B. Horton, 

12. Samuel S. Cox, 

13. John Sherman, 

14. Philemon Bliss, 

15. Joseph Burns, 

16. Gydnor B. TornpJcins, 
IT. William Lawrence, 

18. Benjamin F. Leiier, 

19. Edward Wade, 
[Democrats, (in Roman,) V. 

Total, 23T.] 



Judges. 
B S. Loring, of 

Isaac Blackford, of 
Geo. P. Scarburgh, of 
Silas W. Gillett, of 
Daniel Ratcliffe, of 
J. D. McPherson, of 
S. H. Huntington, of 
Edgar M. G-amett, of 
*Tbls 



20. Joshua B. Giddings, 

21. John A. Bingham. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

1, Thomas B. Florence, 

2. Edward Joy Morris, 
8. James Landy, 

4. Henry M. Phillips, 

5. Owen Jones, 

6. John Hickman, 

7. Henry Chapman, 

8. J. Glancy Jones, 

9. Anthony E. Eoberis, 

10. John C." KunJcel, 

11. Williatn L. Dewart, 
1-2. PaulLeidy, 

13. Wm. H. Dimmick, 

14. Galusha A. Grow, 

15. Alison White, 

16. John A. Ahl, 

17. Wilson Reilly, 

18. JohnR. Edie, 

19. John Covode, 

20. Wm. Montgomery, 

21. Damd Ritchie, 

22. Samuel A. Parviancs, 

23. William Stewart, 

24. James L. Gillis, 

25. John Dich. 

RHODE TSLA.ND. 

1. Nathaniel B. Duurfe-i^, 

2. William D. Brayton. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

1. Johi> McQueen, 

2. W. Porcher Miles, 

3. Lawrence M. Keitt, 

4. Milledge L. Bonham, 

5. James L. Orr, 

6. William W. Boyce. 

TENNRSSEE. 

1. Albert G. Watkins, 

2. Horace Maynard, 

3. Samuel A. Smith, 
4 ; Republicans, (in Italics^ 91 ; 

COURT OF CLAIMS.* 



4. John II. Savage, 

5. Charles Ready, 

6. George W. Jones, 

7. John V. Wright, 

8. F. K. Zollikofper, 

9. John D. C. Atkins, 
10. William T. Ayery. 

TEXAS. 

1. Guy M. Bryan, 

2. James H. Reagan. 

VERMONT. 

1. EaeMel P. Walton, 

2. Justin S. MorHll, 
8. Homer E. Royce. 

VIRGINIA. 

1. Muscoe R. H. Garnett, 

2. John S. Millson, 

3. John S. Caskie, 

4. William 0. Goode, 

5. Thomas S. Bocock, 

6. Paulus Powell, 

7. William Smith, 

8. Charles J. Faulkner, 

9. John Letcher, 

10. Sherrard Clemens, 

11. Albert G. Jenkins, 

12. Henry A. Edmundson, 

13. George W. Hopkins. 

WISCONSIN. 

1. John F. Potter, 

2. Cadw. C Washburne, 

3. Cluirles Billinghurst. 

DELEGATES. 

Kansas— il/ar-fc J Parrott. 
Minnesota — W. W. Kingsbury. 
Nebraska — F. Ferguson. 
New Mexico— M. A. Otero. 
Oregon — Joseph Lane. 
Utah— Jiihn M. Ben.heisel. 
Washington — I. I. Stevens. 

Americans, (in small caps,) 12. 



Massachusetts, 

Indiana, 

Virginia, 

Dist. of Columbia, 

Dist. of Columbia, 

Dist. of Columbia, 

Connecticut, 

Florida, 



Appointed. 
Presiding Judge, 1858 
Judge, 1855 

1855 
SoUc.for U. States, 1858 
Assist Solicitor, 1856 

Deputy Solicitor, 1856 
Chief Clerk, 1855 

Assistant Clerk, 1856 



Salary. 
$4000 
4000 
4000 
3500 
3500 
2500 
3000 
2000 



Court holds its sessions at Washington, D. C^ 



ARMY LIST. 

1. WiNFiELD ^GOTi,^ Major- General, (commissioned June 25, 1841,) General-iii' 
Chief. Head-quarters at New-York. 
*John E. Wool, Brigadier- General, 
*David E Twiggs, " 

*W. S. Harnev, " 

Samuel Cooper, Col and Adj.- Gen., 
fSjlvester Gburcbiil, Col. and Inspector-- Gen., 



commissioned June 25, 1841. 

" June 30, 1846. 

^' Dec. 30, 1856. 

July 15, 1852. 

'' June 25, 1841, 
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Jo3. K F. Mansfield, Ool and Inspector- Gen., commissioned May 
*Thoma3 S. Jesup, Brig.- Gen. and Quarter-Master- 

General, 
George G-ibson, Ool and Commissary- Gen,^ 
f Thomas Lawson, Col and Surgeon- Gen., 
Benj. F. Larned, Col and Paymaster- Gen., 
f Col. Joseph Gr. Totten, Chief Eagvnter, 
Col. J, J. Abert, Ghitf Topographical Engineer, 
Col. Henrv K. Craig:, Chitif of Ordnance, 
Brevet- Major John F. Lee, Judge Advocate, 

. Field Officers of the Corps of ENaiNEERS, 



28, 1853. 



May 8, 1818. 
April 18, 1818. 
]Srov. 30, 1846. 
July 20, 1854. 
Dec, 1, 1838. 
" July 7, 1838. 

July 10, 1851. 
March 2, 1849. 

TopoaRiPHiOAL Engineers, 



AND Ordnance, and of REaiMENTS. 



Engineers. 
fCol. Joseph G. Totten, 
:j:Lieut.-Col. Sylvanus Thayer, 

'' Ren6 E. De Russy, 

:j: Major John L. Smith, 
'' Richard Delafield, 
" Henry Brewerton, 
" Alexander H. Bowman. 
Topographical Engineers. 
Col. John J. Abort, 
Lieut.-Col. James Kearney, 
§ Major Stephen H. Long, 

" Hartman Bache, 
§ *' James D. G-raham. 
" Campbell Grraham. 

Ordnance Department. 
Col. Henry K. Craig, 
Lieut.-Col James W. Ripley, 
Major John Symington, 
" William H. Bell, 
" Alfred Mordecai, 
:j: " Benjamin Huger. 

First Dragoons. 
Col. T. T. Fduntleroy, 
Lleut.-Col. Benjamin L. Beall, 
I^tajor a. A. H. Blake, 
" Enoch Steen. 

Second Dragoons. 
Co). Philip St. G-. Cooke, 
Lieut.-Col. Marshall S. Howe, 
Major Charles A. May, 
" L. P. Graham. 

First Cavalry. 
Ool. B. T. Sumner, 
Lieut.-Col. J. B. Johnston, 
Major W. H. Emory, 
" John Sedgwick. 

Second Cavalry. 
Col, Albert S. Johnston, 
:t:Lieut.-Col. Robert B. Lee, 
g Major Wm. J. Hardee, 
*' Geo. H, Thomas. 



Mounted Riflem&n, 
Col. Wm. "W. Loring, 
Lieut.- Col Geo. B. Crittenden, 
Major John S. Simonson, 
" Charles F. Ruff. 

First Artillery. 
Col. John Erving, 
f Lieut.-Col. J. L. Gardner, 
§ Major Francis Taylor, 
" Robert Anderson. 

Second Artillery. 
Col. Matthew M. Payne, 
fLieut.-Col. Justin Dimick, 
[fMajor Harvey Brown, 
§ " Martin Burke. 

Tliird Artillery. 
Col. William Gates, 
Lieut.-Col. Chas. S. Merchant, 
§MLajor George JSTauman, 
" John B. Scott. 

Fourth Artillery. 
Col. Francis S. Belton, 
:|; Lieut.- Col. John Monroe, 
Major Giles Porter, 

" William W. Morris. 
First Infantry. 
Col. Joseph Plympton, 
Lieut. -Col. Gouverneur Morris, 
Major S. P. Heintzelman, 
" Sidney Burbank. 

Second Infantry. 
Col. Francis Lee, 
Lieut.-Col. J. J. Abercrombie, 
Major Edgar S. Hawkins, 
" Hannibal Day. 

Third Infantry. 
Col. Benjamin L. B. Bonneville, 
Lieut.-Col. Dixon S. Miles, 
Major Electus Backus, 
'' Nathaniel 0. Macrae. 
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Fourth Infantry. 
Co]. William Whistler, 
Lieut. -Col. Thompson Morris, 
Major G-abriel J. Rains, 
§ " Robert C. Buchanan. 

Fifth Infantry. 
Col. Gustavus Loomis, 
J:Lieut.-CoL Carlos A. Waite, 
Major Thomas P. G-wynne, 
" Seth Eastman. 

Sixth Infantry. 
f Col. Newman S. Clarke, 
ILieut.-Col G-eorge Andrews, 
§ Major William Hoffman, 
" Albemarle Cady. 

Seventh Infantry. 
Col. Henry Wilson, 
Li eat, -Col. Pitcaim Morrison, 



§Lieut.-Col. Joseph R. Smith, 
" Isaac Lynde. 
Eighth Infantry. 
fCol. John Garland, 
Lieut.-Col. Washington Seawell, 
Major Thomas L. Alexander, 
" Theophilus H. Holmes. 
Ninth Infa7itry. 
Col. George Wright, 
Lieut.-Col. Silas Casey, 
§M:ajor E. J. Steptoe, 
" Robert S. Garnett. 

Te7ith Infantry. 
Col. Edmund B. Alexander, 
iLieut.-Col. Charles F. Smith, 
§ Major W. H. T. Walker, 
§ " E. R. S. Canby. 



* Maior-General by brevet t Brigadier-General by brevet. 

i Colonel by brevet. § Lieut-Colonel by brevet. 

^ Lieut-Gen. by brevet, from March 29, 1S47, by joint resolution of Feb. 15, 1855. 
DISTRIBUTIOlsr OF TROOPS IN TEXAS AWD NEW-MEXICO, 
As furnishedin the Army Register, 'published January 1, 1858. 



Post 



Department of Teoias. 

Fort Belknap, 
Gamp Cooper, 
Fort Chadbourne, 
Camp Colorado, 
Fort McKavett, 
Fort Lancaster, 
Fort Davis, 
Fort Mason, 
Camp Hudson, 
Camp Verde, 
San Antonio Ban-acks, 
Fort Clark, 
Fori Inge, 
Fort Duncan, 
Fort Mclntosb, 
Ringgold Barracks, 
Fort Brown, 

Department of 2I<txo- 
Mewico. 

Fort Massachusetts, 
Cantonment Burgwin, 

Fort rjnion, 
Fort Defiance, 

Fort Marcy, 
Albuquerque, 
Fort Craig, 

Fort Stanton, 

Fort Thorn, 

Fort Fillmore, 
Fort Bliss, 

Fort Buchanan, 



Post-office. 



Commanding Officer, 



Fort Belknap, 
'cia San Antonio, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Fort Lancaster, 
Fort Davis. 
via San Antonio, 

do. 

do. 
San Antonio, 
Fort Clark, 
^na San Antonio, 

do. 
Laredo, 

Eio Grande City, 
Brownsville, 



ma Ft. Union, N. 
do. 

Fort Union, 
Fort Defiance, 

Santa F6, 

'D'ia Ft. Union, N. 

Fort Craig, 

tyia Fort Union, 

Fort Thorn, 

Fort Fillmore, 
■via San Antonio, 

Fort Buchanan, 



M. 



Bvt Maj. G. E. Paul, 7 inf. 
Capt G. Stoneman, 2 cav. 
Capt. J. H. King, 1 inf. 
BvtMaj. E.Van Dorn, 2 cav. 
Lt Col. G. Morris, 1 inf. 
Capt R. S, Granger, 1 Inf. 
Lt Col. W. Seawell, S inf. 
Maj. G. H. Thomas, 2 cav. 
Capt J. N. Caldwell, 1 inf. 
Capt I. N. Palmer, 2 cav. 
Capt B. H. Hill, 1 art 
Capt J. Cakes, 2 cav. 
Capt. E. K. Smith, 2 cav. 
Maj. S. Burbank, 1 inf. 
2d Lieut. W. Owens, 2 cav. 
Capt. S. Jones, 1 art 
Bvt Lt CoL F. Taylor, 1 art. 



Capt A. W. Bowman, 3 inf 
Capt T. Duncan, mounted 

rifles. 
Col. W. W. Loring, mtd. rifles 
Bvt. Maj. W. T.^H. Brooks, 

8 inf. 
Bvt M^. J. T. Spraene, 8inf 
Col. B. L. E.Bonneville, 3 inf. 
Bvt. Lt Col. D. T. Chand- 
ler, 3 inf. 
Bvt Lt. Col, L V. D. Peeve, 
8 inf. 



Lt. Col. D. S. Miles, 3 inf. 
Capt L. Jones, mounted 

rifles. 
Maj. E. Bteen, 1 drag. 



Garrison. 



Ttb infantry. 
2d cavalry, 
1st infantry. 
2d cavalry. 
1st infantry, 
1st infantry. 
8th infantry. 
2d cavalry. 
1st infantry. 
2d cavalry. 
1st artillery. 
2d cavalry. 
2d cavalry. 
1st infantry. 
2d cavalry. 
1st artillery. 
1st artillery. 



3d infantry. 
Mtd. rifles and 

3d infantry. 
Mtd. rifles, 
Mtd. rifles and 

3d infantry. 
Sth infantry. 
3d infantry. 
Mtd. rifles and 

3d infantry. 
Mtd. rifles and 

Sth infantry, 
Mtd. rifles and 

3d infantry, 
8d infantry. 
Mtd, rifles and 

8th infantry. 
1st dragoons. 
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MILITARY GEOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENTS. 

Department of the East. — The country east of the Mississippi river, except 
that portion included within the limits of the Department of P'lorida— Head Quar- 
ters at Troy, K T. 

Department of Florida.— The State of Florida, except that portion of it. lying 
west of the Chattahoochee and Apalachicola rivers— Head Quarters at Fort Brooke, 
Tampa Bay, Florida. 

Department of the West. — The country west of the Mississippi river, and east 
of the Rocky Mountains, except that portion included within the limits of the De- 
partments of Texas and New-Mexico — Head Quarters at St. Louis, Mo. 

Department of Texas.— The State of Texas. (Fort Bliss, in Texas, is, how- 
ever, temporarily attached to the Department ,of New-Mexico.) Head Quarters 
at San Antonio, Texfis. 

Department of New-Mexico. — The Territory of New- Mexico — Head Quarters 
at Santa F6, New-Mexico. 

Department of Utah. — The Territory of Utah, except that portion of it, lying 
west of the llYth degree of west loofcitude — Head Quarters in the field. 

Department of the Pacific. — The country west of the Rocky Mountains, 
except that portion included within the limits of the Dej^artments of New-Mexico 
and Utah — Head Quarters at San Francisco, Cal. 

The Head-Quarters of the Army are in the City of New-Tork. 

MILITIA FORCE OP THE UNITED STATES. 

The total militia force of the United States, according to the latest returns made 
at the office of the Adjutant-G-eneral, and published in the Army Register of 1858, 
was general-officers, 642; general staff-officers, 2583; field-officers, etc., 10,427; 
company officers, 40,724; total commissioned officers, 54,376; non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, artificers, and privates, 2,162,701; aggregate, 2,704,454. 



NAVY LIST . 

Commanders op Squadrons. (Flag- Officers.) 



J. M. Mcintosh, 
French Forrest, 
John C. Lono', 



John Pope 
Silas H, Stringham, 
L. Kearney, 
Charles Stewart, 
John Eudd, 



Home Squadron. 
Coast of Brazil, 
Pacific Ocean. 



E. A. F. Lavallette, 
Josiah Tatnall, 
T. A. Conover, 



Commanders of Navy- Yards. 



Portsmouth. 
Boston, 
New- York. 
Philadelphia. 
WashinQ:ton. 



T. A. Dornin, 
C. K. Stribling, 
P. B, Cunningham, 
G. N. Hollins, 



"William W. McKean, 



Nayal Asylum, 
Governo7\ 



Mediterranean. 
East-Indies. 
Coast of Africa. 



Norfolk. 
Pensacola. 
Mare Island, Cal. 
Sackett's Harbor, 
N. Y. 



Philadelphia, 



Naval Academy. 
George S. Blake, Superintendent^ Annapolis, Md. 

j^ccording to the returns in the Navy Register of 1858, there were 76 captains 
and 106 commanders; 10 ships of the line; 10 frigates; 21 sloops of war; 3 brigs ; 
1 scliooner ; 8 screw-steamers, first class ; 6 second, and 2 third class ; 2 screw- 
tenders ; 3 side-wheel steamers, first class ; 1 second, and 2 third class ; 1 side- 
wheel tender ; 3 store-vessels, and 5 permanent store and receiving ships. 
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THE MARINE COUPS. 

The Marine Corps has the organization of a brigade, and is subject to the laws 

and regulations of the Navy, except when detached for service with the army by 

the order of the President of the United States. The head-quarters of the Corps 

are at Washington. ^ 

Archibald Henderson, Colonel- Gommandani. 

General Staff. 
Henry B. Tyler, Adjutant omd Inspector. 
William W. lUissell, Paymaster. 
Daniel J. Sutherland, Quartermaster. 
W. A. T. Maddox, Assistant Quarter niasttir. 
Lieutenant- Colonel. ' I William Dulany, 

John Harris. | Thomas S. English, 

Majors. I w.ard Marston. 

James Edelin, | 

The marine corps, according to the Navy Regist-er of 1858, consisted also of 13 
captains, 19 first lieutenants, and 20 second lieutenants, 

THE MINT. 

The deposits in the Mint for the first half of 1857 were $26,109,669. ■ The total 
coinage of the same half year amounted to $26,848,293. The total amount of de- 
posits of precious metals at the Mint and branches, since their foundation, is 
$588,000,000. The amount of gold coinage has been 1402,150,752, of which the 
coinage from California gold was $383,872,099. 

The entire deposits of gold of domestic production havo been : 



From Yirginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Tennessee, 

Alabama, 


$1,486,745 63 

8,453,223 18 

1,190,061 43 

6,579,052 10 

80,299 42 

192,489 54 


From New-Mexico, ^48,397 00 
Cahfornia, 360,744,913 85 
Other sources, 105,581 00 

Total, $378,880,713 15 


The entire coinage is : 
Pieces. 
Philfldelphia, 525,536,141 
San Francisco, 3,781,543 
New-0rleaB3, 71,919,845 
Charlotte, 1,051,090 


Value. 

$891,730,571 86 

59,369,473 93 

59,423,415 00 

4,384,694 00 


Dahlonega, 
. Assay-Office, 

Total, 


Pieces. Value. 
1,302,823 $5,792,841 00 
11,783 42,732,712 83 

603,553,240 ' $583,433,708 12 



RE VENUE AND EXPENDITURES OF THE UNITED STATES GOYERN- 
MENT, FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNl5 30, 1857. 

Receipts. 



From Customs, 
From Lands, 
" Miscellaneous sources, 



$63,875,905 

3,829,486 

927,121 



Total receipts, . . $68,632,512 
Balance in Treasury, July 1, 

1856, . . . 19,901,325 



$88,532,839 
70,822,722 



Expenditures, 

Balance in Treasury, July 1, 

1857, . . . $17,710,114 



Expenditures. 
Civil List, Miscellaneous 

and Foreign Intercourse, $27,531,922 

Department of Interior, 5,358,274 

" of War, 19,261,774 

" ofNavy, 12,726,856 

Public Debt, 5,943,896 



Total expenditures, $70,822,722 
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MINISTERS AND DIPLOMATIC AGENTS OP THE UNITED STATES IK 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Envoys Extraordinart aisT) Ministers Plenipotentiary.. 







Ap- 
p'nted. 


George M. Dallas, 


Pa. 


1856 


John Y. Mason, 


Va. 


1853 


Francis W. Pickens, 


S. G. 


1858 


Augustus 0. Dodge, 


Iowa. 


1855 


Joseph A. Wright, 


Ind. 


1857 


John Forsyth, 


Ga. 


1856 


Richard K. Meade, 


Ya. 


1857 


John Bigler, 


Cal. 


185Y 


John R. Clay, 


Pa. 


1853 


Wilham B. Reed, 


Pa. • 


1857 



Salary. 


Foreign 


State. 


CapitaU 


$17,500 


Great Britain, 


London, 


17,500 


France, 




Paris. 


12,000 


Russia, 




St. Petersburg. 


12,000 


Spain, 




Madrid. 


12,000 


Prussia, 




Berhn. 


12,000 


Mexico, 




Mexico. 


12,000 


Brazil, 




Rio Janeiro. 


10,000 


Chili, 




Santiago. 


10,000 


Peru, 




Lima. 


12,000 


China, 




Canton. 



Ministers Resident. 



Jas. Williams, 
Theodore S. Fay, 
Henry C. Murphy, 
John M. Daniel, 
Jas. M. Buchanan, 
Henry R. Jackson, 
E. Y. Fair, 
Jos. R. Chandler, 
Benj. F. Angel, 
George W. Morgan, 
John P. Stockton, 
John W. Dana, 
Charles R. Buckalew, 
, Benj. C. Yancy, 
Yacant. 

Edward A. Turpin, 
♦Beverly L. Clark, 
*M. B, Lamar. 



Jas. W, Borden, 



Tenn.' 

Mass. 

N. Y. 

Ya. 

Md. 

Ga. 

Pa. ' 

N. Y. 
N. Y. 
Mich. 
Me. 
Pa. 
N. C. 

D. C. 
'I' a. ^ 
Tex. 



1853 
1853 
1857 
1853 
1858 
1853 
1858 
1858 
1857 
1858 
1858 
1853 
1858 
1858 

1858 

1858 



$7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
9000 
750() 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 
75uO 
7500 
7500 
7500 
7500 



Turkej^ 


Constantinople 


Switzerland, 


Berne. 


Netherlands, 


Hague. 


Sardinia, 


Turin. 


Denmark. 


Copenhagen. 


Austria, 


Yienna. 


Belgium, 


Brussels. 


Naples, 


Naples. 


Sweden& Norway, 


Stockholm. 


Portugal, 


Lisbon. 


Rome, 


Rome. 


Bolivia, 


La Paz. 


Ecuador, 


Quito. 


Argentine Confed.. 


Parana. 


New-Granada, 


Bogota. 


Yenezuela, 


Caraccas. 


Guatamala and 


Honduras. 


Nicaragua and 


Costa Rica, 



COMSIISSIONER. 

N. 0. I 1858 I $7500 |Sandwich Islands, jHonolulu, 
Secretaries of Legation.! 



Philip N. Dallas, England, 

Jno. E. Bacon, Russia, 

S. Wells Williams, {and 

Chinese Interpreter,-^) China, 
W. R. Calhoun, France, 

E. G. W. Butler, Jr., Prussia, 



Salary. 

$2625 

1800 

5000 
2625 
1800 



George W. Lippitt, 
Buckingham Smith, 
Geo. W. Ryeman, 
Remain Dillon, 
Y'"alker Fearn, 
Z. B. Caveriy, 



Austria, 

Spain, 

California, 

Brazil, 

Mexico, 

Peru, ' 



Salary. 

^1800 
1800 
1500 
1800 
1800 
1600 



John P. Brown, Conszd Ge7ieral, Turkey, $1000. 



* Fifty per cent of the amount of their salaries in addition for acting as Ministers to Hondu- 
ras and Costa Rica, respectively. 

t Secretaries of Legation are anthovized in each country where there Is a Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary or Minister Resident. Appointments have been made only to the above-named places. As- 
sistant Secretaries are authorized at London and Paris. The Assistant Secretary at London Is 
Benjamin Moran, salary, $15t)U ; at Paris, J. B. Wilbor, salary, $1500. 

X Frederick Jenkins is appointed Interpreter at Shanghai, salary, $1500. Interpreters are author- 
ized at Amoy and at Ningpo, salary, each, $1500. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN CONSULS IN TEXAS. 



Julius Kauffman, 
H. A. H. Runge, 
H. D. St. Cyr, 
Arthur T. Lynn, 
J. W. Jockush, 
Henry Runge, 
Julius Frederick, 
T. Wagner, 
D. H. Klaener, 
11. Schultz, 
F. X. Erdozain, 
H. D. St. Cyr, 
F H. Steil, 
F. Monreau, 
Ed. Kauffoaan, 
J. W. Jockush, 
F. Wolff, 
J. Kauffman, 
M. Crozart, 
J. C. Kuhn, 
F. A. Stokes. 



Galveston, 

Indianola, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Indianola, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Brownsville, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

New-Braunfels, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 

Galveston, 



Bremen. 

u 

France. 
Great Britain. 
Hamburgh. 

(( 

Hanover. 

Hesse-Cassel. 

Lubec. 

Mecklenburgh-Sch vverin, 

Mexico. 

Nassau. 

Netherlands. 

Prussia. 

Russia. 

Saxony. 

Spain. 

Switzerland. 

Uruguay. 



3 cents. 
10 " 



BATES OP POSTAGE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. 

For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind in which 
information shall be asked for, or communicated in writing, or by marks 
or sign?, sent in the mail not exceeding 3000 miles. 

Sent over 3000 miles, 

Upon all letters passing through or in the mail, except such as are 
to or from a foreign country, the postage must be prepaid, except upon 
letters and packages addressed to officers of the government on official 
business, and so marked on the envelope. This is ncJt, however, to in- 
terfere with the franking privilege. 

For a double letter there shall be charged double the above rates ; for 
a treble letter, treble the above rates, eic. Every letter or parcel not 
exceeding half an ounce (avoirdupois) in weight is a single letter, and 
every additional weight of half an ounce or of less than half an ounce is 
charged with an additional single postage. When advertised, one cens 
additional is charged on each letter. For a letter delivered by a carrier, 
there is an additional charge of not excef-ding one or two cents. 

For drop letters, prepayment optioaal, (not lo be mailed,) each 

For all letters or packages {ship leUers) conveyed by any vessel not 
employed in conveying the mail, 

To this charge of 2 cents is added 4 cents, when the letters are not 
transmitted through the mail, but are delivered at the post-office where 
deposited; and the ordinary rates of United States postage are added 
when the letter is transmitted through the mails. 

Each newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, or other article of 
printed matter, not exceeding three ounces in weight, to any part of the 
United States, . - 

For every additional ounce or fraction of an ounce. 



1 cent. 



1 cent 



If the postage on any newspaper or periodical is paid quarterly or yearly in ad> 
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vance, at the office where the same is either mailed or delivered, then half the 
above rates are charged. Newspapers and periodicals not weighing over one and 
a half ounce, circulated in the State where pubhshed, are likewise charged bat 
half of the above rates. 

Small newspapers and periodicals, published monthly or ofbener, and pamphlets 
not containing more than sixteen octavo pages each, when sent in single packages, 
weighing at least eight ounces, to one address, and prepaid by affixing postage- 
stamps thereto, shall be charged only half a cent for each ounce or fraction of an 
ounce, notwithstanding the postage calculated on each separate arcicle of such 
package would exceed that amount. 

Books, bound or unbound, not weighing over four pounds, shall be deemed 
mailable matter, and shall pay, 

For all distances under 3000 miles, per ounce, .... 1 cent 

For all distances over 3000 miles, 2 " 

Prepayment requu-ed on all transient matter. All printed matter chargeable by 
weight shall be weii<hed when dry. The publishers of newspapers and periodicals 
may send to each other from their respective offices of publication, free of postage, 
one copy of each publication ; and may also send to each actual subscriber, in- 
closed in their publications, bills and receipts for the same, free of postage. The 
publishers of weekly newspapers may send to each actual subscriber within the 
county where their papers are printed and published, one copy thereof, free of 
postage. 

No printed matter shall be sent at the above rates, unless either without any 
wrapper, or with one open at the ends or sides, so that the character of the matter 
may be seen without removing the wrapper ; or if any written or printed commu- 
nication is put on the same after its publication, or upon the cover or wrapper, ex- 
cept the name and address of the person to whom the same is sent; or if any thing 
else is Id closed in such printed paper. If these conditions are not complied with, 
letter postage shall be charged. 

When any printed matter, received during any quarter, has been in the post- 
office for the whole of the succeeding quarter, the post-master shall sell it, and 
credit the amount of the sales as directed by the Post-office Department. 

The establishment of private expresses for the conveyance of any letters, packets, 
or packages of letters, or other matter transmissible in the United States mail, 
(newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals excepted,) from one city, town, 
or Giber place, to any other city, town, or place in the United States, between 
which the United States mail is regularly transported, is prohibited ; but letters, 
etc., may be carried by carriers in siamjjed envelopes. Contractors may carry 
newspapers out of the mails for sale or distribution among subscribers. A penalty 
of $5000 is imposed on any person taking letters through or over any part of the 
United States lor the purpose of being sent out of the United States without the 
payment of postage. 

Letters addressed to different persons cannot be inclosed in the same envelope 
or package, under a penalty of ten dollars, unless addressed to foreign countries. 

PRIVILEGE OF FRANKING. 

1. The President, ex- Presidents, the Yice-President, ex-Yice-Presidents. Mrs, 
Harrison, and Mrs. Polk have the franking privilege, a^ regulated by former laws. 

2. Members from Congress and Delegates from Territories, from thirty days be- 
fare the commencement * of each Congress until the first Monday in December aft&r 
tJie expiration of their term of office, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, during their official terms, may send and receive free 
letters or packages not exceeding two ounces in weight, and public documents not 
exceeding three pounds in weight 

* The commencement of each Congress for this purpose, dates from the 4th of March (that is 
tlio day next) succeeding the termination of the preceding Congress. ' 
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3. The Governors of States may send free the laws, records, and documents of 
the Legislature to the Governors of other States* 

4. The Secretaries of the Departments and Assistant Secretaries ; the Attorney- 
General, Postmaster-General^ and Assistant Postmasters-General; Comptrollers, 
Auditors, Register, and Solicitor of the Treasury; Treasurer; Commissioners of the 
different Offices and Bureaus ; Cbiefs of Bureaus in the War and Navy Departments, 
General-in-Chief, and Adjutant-General; and the Superintendent of the Coast Survey 
and his Assistant may send and receive free sll letters and packages upon official 
business, but not their private letters or papers. 

6. The Chief Clerks in the Departments may send free public official letters and 
documents. 

6. Deputy postmasters may soid free all such letters and packages as relate ex- 
clusively to the business of their respective offices; and those whose couipensation 
did not exceed $200 for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846, may also send 
free, through the mails, letters written by themselves, and receive free all written 
communications on their own private business, not weighing over one half-ounce, 
but not transient newspapers, handbills, or circularSv 

7. Exchange newspapers, magazines, etc., between editors, pass free. 

8. All pubUcatioDS entered for copyright, and which, under the Act of August 10, 
1846, are to be deposited in the library of Congress and in the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, pass free. 

For other free matter, see Rates of Postage. 

Pitblic Dociuments are those printed by the order of either House of Congress, and 
publications or books procured or purchased by Congress, or either House, for the 
use of the members. 

RATES OF FOREIGN LETTER AND NEWSPAPER PO?^TAGE BETWEEN 
ANY POINTS INT THE UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Great Britain ami Ireland. 

Between the United States and Great Britain and Ireland, letters are rated by 
weight, as ia the United States. Between atiy office in the United States (Califor* 
nia, Oregon, and Washington Territory excepted) and any office in Great Britain 
and Ireland, by either the United States or British Yme, the entire postage is 24 
cents the single letter, prepayment optional. Five cents are to be added, when to 
or from California, Oregon, or Washington Territory. Newspapers 2 cents each, to 
be prepaid. Payment of any thing less than the entire postage goes for nothing, 
and such matter will be treated as wholly unpaid. Where the postage-mark is in red 
ink, the letter is paid ; when in Mack ink, it is unpaid. 

Postage to Mexico, South- America^ and the West-Indies, from any Point in the 

Uuittd States. 

On letters to Chagres, Havana, (Cuba,) Mexico, Panama, and other 
places where the rates are not fixed by postal treaty, and to the British 
West-Indies, namely, Antigua, Barbadoes, Bahamas, Berbice, Curagoa, 
Demerara, Dominica, Essequibo, Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, Nevis, 
St. Kitts, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Tobago, Tortola, and Trinidad, 

It distance from mailing office does not exceed 2600 miles, ^ . 10 cents. 

If distance from mailing office does exceed 2500 mile--, .^ . . 20 *' 

Newsf»apers 2 cents each. The postage on letters and newspapers 
must be prepaid, being United States postage only. 

On letiers to the West-India Islands (not British) except Cuba, to 
Carthagena, Honduras, St. Juan, (Nicaragua,) Turks Island, and St. 
Thomas, or to places in the Gulf of Mexico, or on the Atlantic coast of 
South-America, not in British possession, namely, Yenezuela, Brazil, 
and Uruguay, to be prepaid, being British and United States postage, 
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34 cents. 
44 " 



If distance from mailing office does not exceed 2500 miles, 
" " " does exceed 2500 miles, 

To St. Thomas and the other Danish Islands, by U. S packet to Kings- 
ton, the single rate is 18 cents under 2500 miles, and 28 cents over 
2500 miles, prepayment required. 

On newspapers sent, the postage (U. S. and British) is 6 cents, to be 
prepaid. On newspapers received, the rate to be collected is 2 cents, 
the British postage being prepaid. 

The single postage to any part of the Argentine Republic from any 
point in the United States is, (to be prepaid,) , - . . . 

The postage on letters to the following places, that is, to Guayaquil 
and Quito, in Ecuador; to Oobiga and La Paez, in Bolivia; to Copiapo, 
Huasco, Ooquimbo, Valparaiso, and St. Jago, in Chili, is, (to be prepaid,) 

On letters sent, being U. S. and foreign postage, 

On letters received, U. S. postage only, 

Newspapers sent, 6 cents each ; received, 4 cents each, to be collected 
in the United States. 

The postage on letters to Lima, Callao, Arica, Payta, and other places 
in Peru is, 

On letters sent, (to be prepaid,) 

On those received, ......... 

On newspapers sent, 6 cents each ; received, 4 cents each. 

On letters sent to Bogota and Buenaventura, in New-Granada, the 
postage is 18 cents, to be prepaid. On letters received from these 
places, 1 cents. Newspapers sent, 8 cents each ; received, 4 cents each. 

To the Sandwich Islands, 10 cents, being the Jnited States postage 
to San Prancisco. 



45 cents. 



34 cents. 
10 '' 



22 cents. 
10 " 



Postage to and from Canada, New-Brunsiuick, Nova-Scotia, Nevjfoundland, Cape 
Breton, and Prince Edward's Island Jrom and to any Point in the United States. 
On letters sent not over 3000 miles by post routes, ... 10 cents 
Sent over 3000 miles, . . . . . . ' * ]6 '• * 

Prepayment is optional in either country ; but all is to be prepaid or none A 
mail is made up for the British Provinces, via Ha'ifax, from New- York and Bo*<=>ton 
by the English steamers. The postage on a single letter thus sent, is 5 cent^ to 
be prepaid. The postage on newspapers and periodicals to these places is at^the 
regular United States rates, to and from the line, to be paid in the United States 
Editors may exchange free of expense. 

■ American Seamen.— Official returns of American seamen reo-istered in th^ 

several ports of entry of the United States during the year ending 30th September 

1857 : ' 

States. NaUve. Nat. 



Maine, 1302 34 

New-Hampshire, 44 1 

Massachusetts, 41 74 7o 

Rhode Island, 207 1 

New-York, , 645 54 

Pennsylvania, 607 38 

Maryland, 69 4 



States. * Native. 

^u'ginia, 466 

North-Carolina, 29 

G-eorgia, 103 

Florida, g 

Louisiana, 237 



Nat. 



19 



Total, 7889 220 



In 1849 there were 9843 native, and 241 naturalized seamen. The largest 
number registeTed in one year was in 1852, namely, 9863 native and '^86 ?>flt 
uralized seamen, > .^dw 

Marine Hospital, for the year ending June 30, 1857.— Seamen admitt-P.^ 
g^.^^/Jsoharged, 10,006; expenditures, ^$M3, 9 34;' hospital money ^iTecteJ 
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GOYERNORS OF THE SEVERAL STATES AND TERRITORIES, 

With their salo.ries, terms of office, and the expiration of their respective terms ; the 
number of Senators and Bepresentatives in the State Legislature, with their respect- 



we terms. 



State, 


Governor. 


Salary. 




Term 
expires. 


1 


i 


if 

9" 


i 

>> 

a 








Oo 






CO 


s 


0^ 


s 

H 


Maine, 


Lot M. Morrill, 


$15U0 




Jan., 


1859 


31 




151 




New-Hampshire, 


WiUiam Haile, 


1000 




June, 


1859 


12 




820 




Vermont, 


Ryland Fletcher, 


1000 




Oct., 


1858 


30 




230 




Massachusetts, 


Nathl. P. Banks, 


3500 




Jan., 


1859 


40 




240 




Rhode Island, 


W. W. Hopkins, 


1000 




Ma.y, 


1859 


32 




72 




Connecticut, 


J. P. Buckingham, 


1100 




May, 


1859 


21 




232 




New-York, 


John A. King,' 


4000 


2 


Jan., 


1859 


32 


2 


128 




New- Jersey, 


William A. Mewell, 


1800='=^ 


3 


Jan., 


1860 


21 


3 


60 




Pennsylvania, 


WilUam F. Packer, 


3000 


3 


Jan., 


1861 


33 


3 


100 




Delaware, 


Peter F. Causey, 


1333^ 


4 


Jan., 


1859 


9 


4 


21 




Maryland, 


Thomas H. Hicks, 


3600t 


4 


Jan., 


1862 


22 


4 


74 


2 


Virginia, 


Henry A. Wise, 


6000 


o 


Jan., 


1860 


50 


4 


152 


2 


North -Carolina, 


J. Y^ Ellis, 


sooof 


2 


Jan., 


1859 


50 


2 


120 


2 


South-Carolina, 


R. F. Y^ Alston, 


35()0 


2 


Dec, 


1858 


45 


4 


124 


2 


Georgia, 


Joseph E. Brown, 


3000 


2 


Nov., 


1859 


112 


2 


150 


2 


Florida, 


Madison S. Perry, 


1600 


4 


Oct., 


1861 


19 


4 


40 


1 


Alabama, 


Andrew B. Moore, 


2500 


2 


Dec, 


1859 


33 


4 


100 


2 


Mississippi, 


William McWilhe, 


4000 


2 


Jan., 


1860 


32 


4 


92 


2 


Louisiana, 


R. C. WickUffe, 


' 4000 


4 


Jan., 


1860 


32 


4 


88 


2 


Texas, 


H. G. Runnels, 


3000 


2 


Dec, 


1859 


21 


4 


66 


2 


Arkansas, 


Elias N. Conw^ay, 


1800 


4 


Nov., 


1860 


25 


4 


75 


2 


Tennessee, 


Isham G. Harris, 


3000 


2 


Oct, 


1859 


25 


2 


75 


2 


Kentucky, 


Charles S. Morehead, 


2500 


4 


Sept., 


1859 


38 


4 


100 


2 


Ohio, 


Salmon P. Chase, 


1800 


2 


Jan., 


1860 


35 


2 


100 


2 


Michigan, 


Kinsley S. Bingham, 


1000 


2 


Jan., 


1859 


32 


2 


66 


2 


Indiana, 


Ashbel P. Willard, 


1500f 


4 


Jan., 


1861 


50 


4 


100 


1 


Ilhnois, 


William H. Bissell, 


1500 


4 


Jan., 


1861 


25 


4- 


75 


2 


Missouri, 


Robt M. Stewart, 


2500f 


4 


Nov., 


1860 


18 


4 


49 


2 


Iowa, 


R. P. Low^e, 


1000 


4 


Jan., 


1860 


30 


4 


59 


2 


Y^isconsin, 


A. W. Randall. 


1250 


2 


Dec, 


1859 


25 


2 


82 




California, 


John B. Y^eller, 


6000 


2 


Jan., 


1860 


16 


2 


36 




Oregon Ter., 


Geo. S. Curr}^, 


3000 


4 


Oct., 


1858 


9 


2 


18 




Minnesota Ter., 


Samuel Medary, 


2500 


4 


March, 1 SGI 


9 


2 


18 




N. Mexico Ter., 


Abraham Rencher, 


3000 


4 




1861 


13 


2 


26 




Utah Ten, 


Alfred Cummings, 


2500 


4 


July, 


1861 


13 


2 


26 




Washington Ter. 


Fayette McMullen, 


3000 


4 


June, 


1861 


9 


3 


18 




Kansas Ten, 


J. W. Denver, 


2500 


4 


July, 


1861 


13 


2 


26 




Nebraska Ter., 


Y''m. A. Richardson, 


2500 


4 


June, 


1861 


13 


2 


^6 


J_ 



In all the States, except South-Carolina, the Governor is voted for by the people; 
and if no one has a majority of all the votes, in the States in which such a majority 
is required, the Legislature elects to the ofiSce of Governor one of the candidates 
voted for by the people 



♦ And fees. 



t With tbe use of a furnished house. 
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COMPENDIUM OF THE EARLY fflSTORY OF 

TEXAS. 

[Continued from the TxxAS Almanac, for 185S.] 

Oar annuai abridgment commences at that period when the jealousy of the 
Cis-Atlantic Spanish race, not at all mitigated by its union with the Aztec abo- 
rigines of Mexico, began to manifest itself towards the Anglo-American colo- 
nists of Texas. 

These adventurous pioneers had been invited into the wilderness, not from a 
principle of urdveraal philanthropy, nor from any peculiar regard for their 
known character of hardihood and thrifty enterprise, but because of the utter 
incapacity of the governments. National or State, to protect their citizens from 
the savages who roamed over its vast wasteness. The descendants of the con- 
qufrors of Mexico, had made frequent endeavors to form a civilized population 
in Texas. But their efforts, for more than a century and a half, had availed 
only to the building up of a few small towns and missionary stations, as San 
Antonio de Bexar, Nacogdoches and Goliad, formerly La Bahia. The destruc- 
tive ravages of the Indians, had restricted them within narrow suburban limits, 
and prevented the establishment of any considerable rural settlements. What 
few were attempted, were rather pastoral than agricultural. The consequences 
were a few insulated towns, missions without neophytes, and a broad, beautiful 
country languishing for want of cultivation. 

At and from the time of its organization, the State of Coahuila and Texas 
was poor, insomuch that about the years 1827-8, the Legislature was driven to 
the most trifling resources of finance. They leased out the cock-pit locations 
throughout the State, thus subjecting to excise a favorite popular amusement. 
The foreign colonists were exempt from taxation for a series of years, by the 
colonization law, and contributed but few mites in the way of office fees, stamp 
paper, &c., to the public revenue. Coahuila, more ancient and populous, paid 
someihiug more, not much ; and the little that was collected, was appropriated, 
in large part, to the priests and their frequent labor-destroying festivals. Some 
exclusive franchises were granted to individuals for boring artesian wells in arid 
districts, for working iron and coal mines, and for navigating the Rio Grande by 
steam ; none of which premature projects went into operation. 

]n July, 1827, Jose Maria Viesca was announced as Governor elect of the 
State, and Victor Blanco, Lieut. Governor. They proved themselves worthy 
officers, and the State was tranquil. Emigrants flowed into lexas at various 
points — Austin had obtained an enlargement of his contract by one hundred 
families; and in 1828 another, to settle three hundred families on the reserved 
ten litorai leagues on the Gulf coast. In 1829, several contracts were made with 
Europeans for introducing their countrymen into Western Texas, but as they 
resulted in total or partial failures, a more minute notice is not suitable to our 
necessary brevity. Europeans are not well adapted to the settlement of a new 
country. The descendants of the Pilgrims and of the Cavaliers have more of 
the hardiness, the active energy, and the ingenuity for devising ways and means, 
required in such arduous and protracted adventures. 

Treating of Texas, we must occasionally recur to the general history of Mex- 
ico, as the paramount power. Soon after the expiration of the official term of 
'Guadalupe Victoria, the first Constitutional President, and decidedly the most, 
if not the only, virtuous and patriotic Executive she ever had, Mexico plunged 
into the furious vortex of party politics, and chief was arrayed against chief, 
as each one's vanity prompted him to believe himself qualified to rule the in- 
cipient republic. The people followed such leader as their new ideas of uncbast- 
ened libei ty, or their ignorance and bigotry, under the guidance of an ambi- 
tious priesthood, constrained them to select. Vicente Guerero and Gomez 
Pedraza were candidates for the vacant dignity — Guerero, the nominee of the 
so-called republican party, had a clear popular majority, but Pedraza, repre- 
senting the aristocracy and the church, always, in its papal form, militant in 
a sense of abomination, beat him by two States in the electoral college; and in 
September, 1828, he was declared Presidentelect. Before his installation, Santa 
Anna and Lorenzo de Zavalla, then, and always, a genuine republican, pro- 
nounced against him, and after a severe conflict, they triumphed, and Guerero 
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was formally inducted into office. In June, 1829, the Spanish government, in 
the vain hope of regaining its dominion over Mexico, despatched an army of 
4,500 men nnder Gen. Bavadas, who effected a landing near Tampico. His 
feeble armament was sooh compelled to surrender to the native forces under 
Gen. Santa Anna, who was now fast climbing to the idol pedestal he subse- 
quently occupied among his countrymen. In contemplation of the possibility 
of another and more formidable invasion, the President, Guerero, was invested 
with dictatorial powers, a plain enunciation of the inability of the government, 
in its normal state, to contend with any extraordinary emergency. Guerero was 
considered a sound republican, but he exhibited more zeal than knowledge in 
the exercise of his new imperial functions. In July, 1829, he issued a decree 
abolishing slavery. There were but few slaves to be emancipated. The old 
system of 'pecmage^ which embodies many of the evils and few of the benefits 
which slavery, intact, confers npon both master and servant, was fully retained. 
The peon may derive some fanciful consolation in his compulsory labors and 
stinted fare, from the abstract idea of freedom, which he scarcely comprehends 
and generally abuses ; but his moral and material condition is generally inferior 
to that of a well-cared for African slave, in the United States. This abstract 
idea, is abont the sum of the difference between the actual slave and the poor, 
laboring /r^e man in all countries. The compulsory doing of menial services 
is slavery, whether the compulsion be of rigid circumstancep, or of an ofttimes 
more indulgent master. We bold the moral guilt of slavery to consist only in 
the abuse of slaves; and then it becomes grossly iniquitous and abhorrent. 
But against such abuse self-interest is a pretty sure protection, even indepen- 
dent of the laws enacted for that purpose; but peonage affords no such protection. 
The Constitution of Coahuila and Texas promulgated on the 11th of March, 
1827, also contained a clause abolishing slavery within the State, and prohib- 
iting the further introduction of slaves. This prohibition, more injurious to 
Texas than any other portion of the State, was, by the special interposi- 
tion of the Empresario Austin, materially modified in behalf of the colonists. 
Texas had no agency in forming that Constitution, and the nature of her soil 
and climate made African labor essential to her proper agricultural develope- 
ment. She was destined to be either an agricultural country, or to relapse into 
her primitive wilderness condition. 

Guerero, soon after his investiture with plenary powers, was deposed by Gen 
Bustamente, the "Vice President, who forthwith assumed the reins of govern- 
ment. He was a centralist of the most rigid order, the favorite of the church 
and especially inimical to the colonization system. On the 6th April, 1830, he 
issued a decree prohibiting any further immigrations to Texas from the United 
States of the North. This was the first direct and positive announcement of 
the mischievous jealousy, which the principal chiefs in Mexico have almost 
invariably cherished towards their Northern neighbors. The impressions it 
made on the colonists were vivid and intensely exciting ; but they soon subsided, 
as other apprehensions of evil do, when the remoteness of the danger gives 
hope of an easy avoidance. Among a sensitive people, deeply imbued with the 
love of kindred, such an inhibition was well adapted to excite a profound disgust; 
and although its first inspirations were assuaged by a belief in its impractica- 
hility, still the conviction remained that we were regarded with distrust, and our 
dearest rights and interests exposed to the caprices of an ever-changing, un- 
principled government. The obnoxious decree, proceeding, as is often the case, 
from injury to insult, directed regulations to be made for the introduction of 
convicts into Texas ; professedly, to labor on public works, practically, to render 
the country we were redeeming from barbarism, a penal colony. It would have 
puzzled a more astute man than Bustamente to contrive a more odious measure. 
One great obstacle to the political cohesion of the two races, consisted in the 
insuperable aversion of the one to a social amalgamation with the other. The 
colonists from the North were somewhat homogeneous in blood and color ; the 
Mexicans, a mongrel breed of negroes, Indians and Spaniards of the baser sort 

we speak of the lower orders, the masses of the people. That there are many 

intelligent and refined gentlemen in Mexico, and some highly respectable 
families of Castilian descent in Texas, is a fact we delight to record. But such 
was not the class of persons intended to be colonized and cherished by peculiar 
privileges and preferments in Texas. It was the cancdtle^ and, after them, the 
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convicts. Five times in seven, the one is but a less fortunate felon than the 
other. 

The real and immediate, and therefore more important consequences of the 
decree of April, 1830, were the establishment of divers military posts in Texas, 
the opening of Customhouses and the exaction of exorbitant duties, amounting 
to prohibition, on articles of the first necessity to the pioneers of a new country. 
Gen. M. Mier y Teran, an avowed and strenuous centralist, was appointed Com- 
mandant-in-Chief of the Eastern Military District. He visited Texas in 1831, 
and established the town of Anahuac, at the mouth of the river Trinity. Col. 
Juan Davis Bradburn, an American by birth, but for some years an officer in the 
Mexican service, was stationed with one hundred and fifty men at Anahuac, and 
erected a stockade fort within its precincts. Col. Ugartechea, with one hundred 
and twenty-five men, was quartered at Velasco, where he put up a stout log- 
cabin fortress; and Col. Piedras, with three hundred and fifty troops, was sent 
to Nacogdoches, where he occupied the old stone house on the public square. 
These several commands, including some small detachments, one presidial com- 
pany at San Antonio, and one at Goliad, and a trifling guard under Ellis P. 
Bean, at Fort Teran, on the Neches, comprised the regular military force in 
Texas. Bean was appointed General Indian Agent, but observed, throughout, 
a prudential abstinence from the disturbances which soon ensued these innova- 
tions. It is hardly conceivable that the government expected with these few 
troops, composed, according to the authorized preference in making levies, of 
"vagrants and disorderly persons/' to subdue to silence and submission the 
growing discontent that was fast pervading the colonists. They may have been 
intended as nuclei^ around which to collect a more formidable array. They 
served only as provocatives to further and more serious dissatisfaction. 

Col. Bradburn was the first of this military trio to exemplify the influence of 
a little authority conferred on a weak mind. He became unsocial and arrogant 
towards the citizens. Seeking to inspire a high official respect, he induced only 
a profound personal dislike. 

In 1830, the gubernatorial term of Viesca having expired, Jose Maria Letona, 
a lawyer, was elected Governor, and Juan Martin de Verameada, Lieutenant 
Governor. The latter was a respectable citizen of San Antonio — James Bowie 
had married his daughter. Francisco de Madero was appointed Commissioner 
to put the colonists on the Trinity and adjacent tracts, in possession of their 
lands. He was a worthy man, and acquired many friends in the settlements by 
his urbanity and uprightness. He laid off the town of Liberty, on the Trinity, 
and established an Ayuntamiento under his commission from the State. Col. 
Bradburn, in 1831, caused the Commissioner to be arrested, on the ground that 
he was conferring titles to land on persons who had come into the country in 
violation of the decree of 6th April, 1830. The amiable Madero was incarce- 
rated at Anahuac, but eventually released without a formal trial. Bradburn's 
next aggression was abolishing the Ayuntamiento of Liberty, and setting up 
one at Anahuac, more under his own supervision. These were palpable infringe- 
ments of State sovereignty, but Mexicans have very imperfect notions of States' 
rights, and were quite indifferent to personal immunities, when the violation of 
them could afford a selfish gratification or answer a political purpose. 

Follies, like misfortunes, are apt to cluster. Bradburn and Ugartechea issued 
a joint order shutting up all the maritime ports of Texas, excepting Galveston, 
and making Anahuac, inaccessible to vessels drawing over six feet water, the 
only place of entry and collection of custom dues. This was a severe mandate 
to the citizens of the Brazos, who imported and exported more than all the 
Gulf coast beside. An indignation meeting was promptly held at Brazoria, and 
Dr. Branch T. Archer, a gentleman of great firmness and Integrity, and Geo. 
B. McKinstry, both now deceased, were appointed a committee to wait on Col. 
Bradburn, the senior officer, and demand the abrogation of the order. Brad- 
burn equivocated and required time to consult his superior. Gen. Teranj then at 
Tampico. The committee were not to be cajoled; they demanded an instant 
revocation, and it was granted. It is probable, therefore, the injurious order 
was based on the sole authority of the two subalterns. Mexican military 
officers are never strict constructionists of their own powers. But whether it orig- 
inated with themselves, or was authorized by the Commandant-General it was^ 
an arbitrary military edict, without the sanction of any known law and was 
exceedingly partial and oppressive. 3 
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In this year, 1831, there occurred one of the most remarkable battles known 
in the thrilling chronicles of Indian warfare. Resin P. and James Bowie, 
brothers, with nine companions, including two servant boys, were attacked 
on the waters of the San Saba by one hundred and sixty-four savages, a 
portion of them being ,;Caddoes, who are familiar with the rifle. The little 
party took position in a small copse of timber, and after a hard and uninter- 
mitted conflict, from the rising to the going down of the sun, the Indians re- 
treated, having sustained a loss of eighty two warriors, killed and wounded. 
For a more graphic description, see Bowie's account in Yoakum, vol. 1, p. 282. 

In the spring of 1831 Padre Michael Moldoon was sent to Texas to initiate the 
generally heretical colonists into the Sacraments of the Roman Catholic Apos- 
tolic Church. He was a jovial, good hearted Irishman. He baptised and re- 
married such families as assented to the duplicate ceremonies; and such as 
would not, he kindly let alone. No coercion was used, except the withholding 
his official certificate, which was indispensable to obtaining aoy extra concession 
of land. The prescribed beadrights were granted irrespective of, or rather with- 
out inquiry into, his priestly ministrations. We know of one gentleman with a 
family who declined bis supererogatory services, on the ground of a precedent 
administration ; but, by doing so, he failed to obtain an augmentation of some 
five or ten leagues to which he was entitled by the usage in those early times, 
for a costly improvement then in process of" completion. 

Still pursuing his scheme of insult and annoyance, Bradburn declared that 
the negroes were entitled to their freedom, and that he would protect them. 
Somy few took refuge with him. Three runaways from Louisiana presented 
themselves, and he received them into the fort. After a while a formal demand 
was made for them, under the great seal of the State of Louisiana. This 
minion of an affected universal philanthropy and fraternization, alleged that 
the fugitives had ew/w^d^, and it was not possible to withdraw them from the 
protection of the Mexican flag, His impertinent interference in a matter of so 
much sensitiveness, instantly vibrated on the public pulse, and gave increased 
animation to the discontent of the citizens. The course of error is downward, 
and accelerates its own velocity as it descends. With an audacity, equalled only 
by the folly that prompted it, Bradburn sent a file of soldiers and arrested W. 
B. Travis, afterward the chief of the holocanst of the Alamo, and Patrick C. 
Jack, an 'estimable lawyer, and confined them in a house contiguous to his 
quarters, for having too treely expressed their indignation at the atrocities he 
was committing. Travis was also suspected of having practised a severe hoax 
on the petty tyrant, which could only annoy one conscious of malversation in 
ofl&ce. These arrests, which were soon followed by others, raised the popular 
excitement to a point of intensity that rendered an explosion inevitable. The 
citizens of Liberty assembled hastily, and determined to procure the release of 
the prisoners, and to arrest the progress of military usurpations at all hazards. 
They sent agents to raise the people in other sections. Wm H. Jack, a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of Brazoria, and elder brother of Patrick, visited Bradburn, 
and demanded that the prisoners be transferred to the civil authority, which, 
alone was competent to ascertain and punish their offences, if any had been 
committed The Colonel persisted in holding them amenable to martial law, and 
said they should be sent to Vera Cruz. Such egregious abuse was not to be 
tolerated The men of Liberty marched some miles towards Anahuac and 
awaited reinforcements. They were soon joined by a party from the Brazos, 
and resolved to proceed to Anahuac. They elexjted Frank W. Johnson first, 
andW D C Hall second Commander, the whole force being about sixty men. 
They soon multiplied to two hundred and fifty or three hundred. While on the 
inarch a small party of seven descried a sqnad of Bradbarn's cavalry dismounted, 
and charging upon them suddenly, captured them, (nineteen in all,) without 
resistance. Early in June, 1832, the party entered Anahuac, and sent a deputa- 
tion to Bradburn to inform him of their purpose Shortly previous to this, a 
Colonel Souverano=^ appeared at Anahuac— charged, it was said, with being 
hostile to the existing administration. The deputation effected nothing, and 
retired with some audible threats. The next day some skirmishing took place, 
but without damage to either party. A proposition was received from the tort, 
at the instance, it was supposed, of Col. Souverano, who professed a warm 
desire to have the difBculties accommodated. Another meeting was had, and i t 

*We are not certain that our orthography is correct. 
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was agreed that the Texians should release their nineteen prisoners forthwith, 
and Bradbarn should liberate his, now amounting to seventeen, the ensuing 
morning. The Texians, with some doubts and consequent reluctance, compliea 
with their part of the compact; but Bradbarn, in violation of the erst principle 
of military honor, refused to redeem his plighted faith. The indignation m the 
camp was wrought to the highest pitch. An immediate assault was proposed, 
but the more prudent suggested that at least one cannon was requisite to storm 
a position defended by several. John Austin set out for Yelasco, the nearest 
point where a piece of artillery could be had, and that was in the custody ot 
Col. Ugartechea. Previous to his departure, a meeting of the troops was sum- 
moned. Imperfect but reliable intelligence bad been received that another 
revolution was in progress in Mexico— that Santa Anna was in arms, and had 
pronounced against Bustamente, and in favor of the Constitution of 1824. The 
meeting which was held on 13th of June, 1832, joyously welcomed the news, and 
resolved, among other matters, to sustain the distinguished chief in his adhesion 
to the Constitution and resistance to the manifold abuses of the administration. 
This was the first public demonstration in favor of a revolution in the republic, 
and was emphatically conservative in its purposes. The meeting comprised 
about one hundred citizens from several districts. 

At this juncture Col. Piedras was on his march from Nacogdoches, with a part 
of his command and a band of Cherokee Indians, to relieve Bradburn. He 
approached to about twenty miles of the Texian camp. The Texians had just 
received some additions from Bevil's settlement on the Neches and other quar- 
ters, and only waited the arrival of the cannon. Col. Piedras sent an officer to 
the camp to ascertain the cause of their hostile attitude, and presently commis- 
sioners were appointed to confer with him. Piedras approved himself a gentle- 
man, and being made sensible of the misconduct of his junior, Bradburn, it was 
agreed that the Texian prisoners should be released without delay, which was 
done as soon as circumstances would permit. He placed the mortified Bradburn 
in arrest. The chagrined hero repaired to New Orleans, where we gladly leave 
him. 

John Austin proceeded to Yelasco with all despatch. Ugartechea very 
naturally refused the cannon, and avowed his determination to sustain Bradburn. 
The reports of a civil war in Mexico were now generally credited, and Ugartechea 
was regarded as a decided adherent of the Bustamente regime. The Brazorians 
resolved to reduce him first, and then return to Anahuac. Accordingly, on the 
25th of June, 1832, they approached Velasco with one hundred and twelve vol- 
unteers, Capt. John Austin in command. They took possession of a small 
schooner, having a field-piece and some ammunition on board, and manned her 
with. forty men During the action she plied her gun with great vivacity and 
effect. Capt. Austin demanded the surrender of the fort, which, of course, was 
refused. Ugartechea was a brave man and knew his duty. He had one hundred 
and twenty-five men and a piece of ordnance in a fort of heavy logs. The as- 
sault com'menced at day-dawn, and was maintained with vigor for eleven hours. 
The Texian rifles cleared the parapet almost as fast as an enemy's head 
appeared above it. Finding bis gunners dropping lifeless from his nearly silent 
gun, he mounted to the fatal point himself. The Texians admired his gallantry 
and spared him. A general panic had seized his troops, and presently a white 
flag was displayed, and a capitulation ensued. The assailants had seven killed 
and twenty seven wounded. Among the killed was Capt Aylett C. Buckner, a 
gallant and much esteemed citizen from Kentucky. The Mexicans had thirty-five 
killed and efteen wounded. The rifle is apt to kill when it hits, and was apt to 
hit in the hands of a Texian in those days of pioneer habits. 

The colonists were enabled, by this time, to comprehend the nature of the civil 
strife in Mexico. Our ibtercourse with the outer world being unfrequent and 
tardy, our intelligence was often far in the rear of current events. Public 
meetings were held in various places, and the new plan of Vera Cruz was en- 
thusiastically adopted, and pledges made to sustain Santa Anna and the Consti- 
tution. Col. Jose Antonio Mexia had been despatched from Tampico with 
four small vessels and about four hundred men, to reduce Matamoros, the garri- 
son there still holding out for Bustamente, and then to regulate the disordered 
affairs of Texas. The garrison yielded without a contest of arms, and he prose- 
cuted his voyage to the Brazos. Mexia soon became convinced of the rectitude 
and fealty of Texas, and returned to Tampico, having previously addressed a 
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Mter to Col. Piedras, soliciting him to declare for liberty and the Constitution, 
riedras was a staunch, and probably a conscientious centralist, and being with- 
out the reach of Mexia, whose invitation he declined, was left to abide the conse- 
(Jaences of his choice. 

Texas now breathed one enthusiastic feeling of admiration for Santa Anna as 
the undoubted Jiero and main support of the federation. They did not dream 
that the versatile chief would, in a few months, subvert and utterly destroy the 
Constitution he was now so strenuously endeavoring to restore and uphold. As 
early as January, 1832, the political volcano had begun to emit its portentous 
flames. The garrison at Vera Cruz, secretly incited by Santa Anna, raised the 
standard of revolt— pronounced against Bustamente, and in favor of the Con- 
stitution, which his undisguised ambition was fast reducing to a nullity. Santa 
Anna soon espoused, and headed the insurrection. Gen. Calderon, with his 
troops, was sent to quell it, but effected nothing. A portion of the army, in 
despite of its potent subsidiary, the church, hailed the conqueror of Baradas 
with acclamation. The wealthy mining State of Zacatecas, always foremost in 
resisting usurpation, declared for the Constitution. Santa Anna was soon at the 
head of a considerable force, and marched for the metropolis, which, in Mexico 
as in France, is the usual focus of revolution and the seat of power. Bustamente 
made a vigorous resistance ; but the defection spread as the probabilities of its 
succesB increased ; and finding his power on the wane, he resigned and fled into 
exile, the common recourse of defeated chiefs. His most devoted and efficient 
General, Teran, had been irretrievably defeated, near Tampico, by Gen. Monte- 
zuma; and the inflexible centralist, like Cato of Utica, fell on his own sword. 
The civil war continued to rage with internecine virulence and various success 
for some months, until propositions, emanating from Bustamente, resulted in a 
compromise, and restored a ravaged and distracted country to temporary quie- 
tude. Deputies from the respective belligerents convened at Zavaleta, and on 
23d of December adjusted a plan of reconciliation, the place, as usual, giving 
title to the events. The plan of Zavaleta defined the principles on which the 
government should be administered. It was agreed that Pedraza should be 
recalled and reinstated in office, and the dilapidated constitution restored and 
maintained in all its proper attributes. 

Daring this miserable contest, the State of Coahuila and Texas was divided, 
vacillating and indecisive. Generally in favor of the liberal party, they were 
afraid of exciting the vengeance of the military and the mysterious anathemas 
of the ecclesiastical powers, the major part of their constituents being the ser- 
vile dupes of an artful^ and vindictive priesthood. The colonists had, with an 
entire unanimitj'', arranged under the banner of the Constitution. They had 
been denounced to the authorities in Mexico, as designing a separation, which 
they did not contemplate, and would not have sanctioned at that period, disas- 
trous and discouraging as it was. A few hot-heads probably did so, as is now 
the fact in this more happy but disquieted and imperilled Union. The peace party 
in Texas was largely in the ascendant, and the avowal of a project of secession 
would have received a prompt and decisive rebuke. 

The citizens of Nacogdoches and its vicinity, finding that Col. Piedras was 
resolved to maintain his loyalty to Bustamente, the political embodiment of the 
army and the church, determined to expel him. Piedras, personally, was much 
esteemed, but the cause he abetted was exceediogly hateful. The citizens 
assembled from the several near settlements, and elected S. W. Bullock, of San 
Augustine, to the command On the 2d of August, 1832, they entered the little 
village with about three hundred volunteers. The families had left to avoid the 
approaching tumults. Hostilities soon began. A squadron of one hundred 
cavalry advanced toward the lines of volunteers, discharged their scopetts and 
retreated. Don Encarnacion Chirino, the Alcalde of Nacogdoches, was killed 
in the ranks of the colonists, with whom he warmly sympathized. The Texians 
poured a sharp fire into the retiring troop, and proceeded to occupy the buildings 
on the square nearest to them. The contest was continued with energy for some 
time, and the rifles were again triumphant. Col. Piedras, finding his position 
untenable, evacuated it in the night and retreated westward. James Bowie was 
detached with twenty men to incercept and retard his retreat. As the Mexicans 
were entering the water of the Angelina, they gave them a volley of rifle balls 
and retired. The next morning. Col. Piedras knowing that his officers and men 
were disaffected and leaned to the liberal party, and believing a successful re- 
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treat impracticable, resigned the command to Major Medina, who declared for 
Santa Anna and the Constitution, and surrendered to his co-patriots without 
further opposition. Col. Piedras, and all such as chose to leave, were sent to 
Tampico. The force of the Mexicans was about four hundred men. Their loss 
was forty-one killed and about as many wounded. The volunteers had three 
killed and five wounded. When the Texians entered Nacogdoches on the 2d of 
August, 1832, there was, close at hand, a troop of sixty Cherokees, under the 
leading of ^ the Bowl,' well mounted and fully equipped, awaiting, with the 
characteristic instinct of Indians, the issue of the first trial at arms. Had the 
colonists been repulsed, they would, beyond all reasonable doubt, have joined 
in the pursuit. It might have afforded them a grateful opportunity to exhibit 
the bleeding scalps of our citizens, as acceptable trophies, and demand for 
guerdon, titles to the large territory they had long coveted and pretended to 
claim, but had occupied only by a constrained sufferance.*" 

In the autumn of 1832, after the surrender of Col. Piedras, Texas enjoyed a 
transient repose. The State authorities had fully adopted the plan of Vera 
Cruz, restoring the Constitution of 1824, and Texas rejoiced in the constractiv© 
approval of her resistance to its overthrow. Halcyon days seemed^ to spread 
their enchantments before her. All was tranquil within ; immigration on the 
increase ; and hope beguiled the distant future of any dread of change. But 
human calculations of coming events are generally fallacious. In the compound 
organization of the State Legislature, Coahuila had ten delegates and Texas 
two — a disparity which subjected the latter to an uncontrollable domination. In 
the executive department the colonists had no representative. That the law- 
miakers of Coahuila should contemplate the growing prosperitv of her co-partner 
with a jealousy not unmixed with envy, was natural. That they should wish to 
impede a progress they could not imitate, was, perhaps, equally consistent. The 
first essay for that purpose, was made pending the late disturbances, by repealing 
on the 28fch of April, 1832, the Suate Colonization Law of 1825, and the substi- 
tution of one founded on the odious decree of exclusion of the 6th of April, 
1830. By the new law, empresario contracts were not to be made with any other 
than Mexicans and foreigners not interdicted ly that law. This was bringing home 
to the business and bosoms of the colonists an abominable measure, which they 
had regarded as impotent and impracticablu, so long as it wore only the authori- 
ty of a decree by the remote usurper, Bustamente. That their own State gov- 
ernment should recognize and enforce^it, w^as a harsh admonition, which made 
them feel they were a small minority writhing in the clutches of an unprincipled 
and reckless majority. They turned their thoughts to. devices for relief. The 
turbid current of events precluded any immediate action, they intending only a 
peaceful and constitutional remedy. * In March, 1833, they elected delegates to 
meet in convention to petition the federal government for a dissolution of the 
union with Coahuila, and the institution of a separate State government for 
Texas. The Convention met at San Felipe, on the 1st of April, ensuing.^ Wm. 
H. "Wharton was elected President. Committees were appointed, one to frame a 
Constitution for the projected State, and another to draw up a memorial to the 
general Congress, setting forth the reasons and the necessities which constrained 
the people of Texas to ask a dissolution of the unequal and onerous association. 
Gen. Sam Houston was appointed Chairman of the first, and David G. Burnet^ of 
the other. The latter prepared and reported an appropriate document, which 
was unanimously received. A republican constitution was also reported by the 
former, and after some wrangling, was fully adopted. Three Commissioners, 
Stephen F. Austin, Wm. H. Whar:ton and James B. Miller, were chosen to present 
the doings of the Convention to the Supreme Government. Austin alone pro- 
ceeded on the mission. 

Soon after the Convention had adjourned, Austin commenced his journey,^ and 
on his arrival at the Capilal, found the recently subsided waters of political 
strife again in commotion. The remnant of Pedraza's term of office having ex- 
pired, he w^as succeeded by Santa Anna, in March, 1833, Gomez Farias being 
elected Vice-President, both celebrated as the victorious champions of the down- 
trodden Constitution. Santa Anna had achieved an exalted reputation as a war- 
rior, a statesman, and a patriot. He now began to develop his real character — 

*Mr. Yoakum strives to avoid this conclusion. He was a new comer in Texas, and, according to the 
testimony of living and eye wtnesses, was led into error in several instances. Yol. I, p. 299. 
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an ambitious, intriguing, unscrupulous aspirant for unlimited power. He has 
since experienced many vicissitudes ; enough to disgust an ordinary man -with all 
political life ; but bis unholy lust of dominion is not yet extinguished. On the 
1st of June, succeeding his election, his creature, G-en.' Duran, got up a grito in 
favor of the Church and the Army, kindred terms in Mexico, signifying a strong, 
central and despotic government. In the same breath, Santa Anna was pro- 
claimed Dictator. The wily President, to beguile the friends of the Constitu- 
tion, who had so recently raised him to power, and to smooth the abruptness of 
his preconcerted treachery, put himself at the head of his forces and marched 
against the ni alcon tents, appointing Gen. Arista, a known centralist, second in 
command. Before reaching the scene of the revolt, Arista pronc/imced in favor of 
Duran. arrested the President- General, and re-echood the proclamatian of Dicta- 
tor. Santa Anna yielded with an assured complacency to the arrest. A scheme 
of more audacious and transparent iniquity was never contrived. Lorenzo de 
Zavala, then Governor of the State of Mexico, had protested against the appoint- 
ment of Arista, and when his defection was known in the Capital, he and 
Farias made so bold an effort in opposition to the new revolution, that Santa 
Anna, perceiving the prematurity of his project, affected to escape from his 
durance and returned to the city. ^ The more fully to discruise his complicity in 
the ill-concerted plan, he raised another army, and with Gen. Mexia for his 
Lieutenant, pursued the insurgents, who speedily surrendered at Guanahuato. — 
Arista received a full pardon, and Duran,, of no value to either party, was 
banished. Santa Anna soon retired t» his hacienda, there to effect by secret in- 
trigue, what he had failed to accomplish by political strategy In arms. The gov- 
ernment devolved on the Vice-President, Farias. He was comparatively an 
honest man, and decidedly inimical to the Army and the priesthood, as active 
participants in the administration of political affairs. He commenced his execu- 
tive career by reducing the Army, and Congress concurring with him, laws were 
ena<5ted restraining the power of the Clergy. To relieve, in some measure, the 
financial embarrassments, the Congress were engaged in a project for converting 
a portion of the immense revenues of the Church to public uses, when well- 
known sounds of revolution, borne from several quarters, came rattling through 
the streets of the Capital, and exciting the furious bigotry of the ignc rant and 
vulgar to arms. Santa Anna had now publicly declared his disapproval of Farias 
and' his policy, and Gen. Bravo had pronounced against the doomed Vice-Presi- 
dent in the South. 

It w^as at the commencement of these turmoils, while the Lion of the revolu- 
tion was growling in his den, that Austin presented himself as Commissioner 
from Texas to the federal government. His papers were submitted to Congress, 
and after long delay and much importunity, he had the gratification of seeing 
them referred to a committee. But, unhappily, as is the manner of some of our own 
legislative committees, a tedious incubation resulted in fruitless abortion. About 
the middle of August, 1833, that monster epidemic, the Asiatic Cholera, spread its 
pall of death over the metropolis. About ten thousand souls were swept away in a 
few weeks. The sessions of Congress became irregular, and none but the rnost 
urgent matters were considered. Austin became impatient, and an impacient 
diplomat is generally unfortunate. His appeals to the Executive became more 
frequent and earnest,' and rather more frank land emphatic than was agreeable to 
the new fangled Eepublican Chief. Austin had intimated that Texas would pro- 
ceed to a separate organization without waiting the authority of Congress._— 
Farias was offended, and felt that the national dignity was comprcmitted. He 
was soon reconciled, for new dangers and difiiculties surrounded him — tumult 
and confusion were rampant in the city, Austin prepared to leave, but before 
doing so, wrote an imprudent letter to the authorities at San Antonio, recom- 
mencing that Texas should directly form a State government under the contin- 
gent pre vision in the law annexing her to Coahuila, which guaranteed to her a 
separate organisation, as soon as she was in a condition to receive it. He left 
soon after, on the 10th of December, 1833. That letter was immediately trans- 
mitted to the Executive. Farias was a true republican of the Mexican class ; but 
that class have ever mingled with the rudiments of free government,^ some mis- 
chievous ideas of licentiousness among the ignorant and vicious ; with more of 
the practical principles of despotism, among the higher circles, in which they had 
been born and nurtured. The indignant Chief, although involved in the meshes 
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of rank and open treason by his own countrymen, was keen to discern the first 
scent of insubordination in Anglo- Texas. He despatched a courier, and Austin 
was arrested at Saltillo, and forcibly conducted back to Mexico. He was thrust 
into a dark cell of the ancient prison of the Inquisition, where he wavS detamed 
for three lou^ months in sohtude, and where many a poor victim to religious in- 
tolerance had suffered before him. Notwithstanding he had failed in the mam 
purpose of his mission, he had succe ded in obtaining a repeal of that clause in 
the law of the 6th of April, 1830, which forbid the future immigration of North 
Americans to Texas. That invidious decree was still rankling in the bosoms of 
the colonists. Its removal would have been hailed with general f atisfaction a 
few months before, but now the remedy was applied too late. Other and more 
disturbing ailments had supervened. At this very juncture, strong symp oms 
were exhibited in the metropolis of Mexico, of the 'univei-sal paralysis incident to 
despotism or a violent dissolution of the body politic, a sequence which Texas, at 
least, would affect. 

In March, 1833, the Sbate government had been removed from Saltillo, (Leon? 
Vicario,) where it was first located, to Monclova. The selfishness and its con- 
comitant passions, were excited to great virulence in the deserted city and its 
dependencies. At the legislative session in 1834, the Saltillian delegates flew off 
and returned to their constituents, who proceeded to the election of another set of 
State functionaries . There was now presented the anomalous fact of two dis- 
tinct Legislatures, and two antagonistic Executives; the one party to hold at 
Saltillo, the other at Monclova, and each assuming to administer the political af- 
fairs of the entire State. Thif disruption of all legitimate government by the 
factions of Coahuila, was alone sufficient to release Texas from the unhappy asso-' 
elation, which she was then striving by constitutional means to have dissolved. — 
After some ridiculous displays of patriotic indignation and bloodless demonstra- 
tions of war by either party, the factions were reduced to reconciliation by the 
umpirage of Santa Anna. All things being restored to the status ante helium, 
the government was to remain at Monclova, and a new Legislature to be elected. 

The larger political theatre in Mexico was *exhi biting its periodical dramas, 
with unusual vivacity. Farias had exercised some severity toward the Army 
and the Clergy, both of which powerful factions had become restive under his 
administration. With the ill-disguised connivance of Santa Anna they were 
rapidly perfecting their long meditated schemes for the subversion of the Consti- 
tution. In his selfish ambition, they recognized the surest means of gratifying 
their own. Believing the propitious time for action to have arrived, the retired 
President repaired to the Capital aid resumed his executive functions. Farias 
was seized, imprisoned, and finally banished ; but the Congress was still intact 
and preserved something of its integrity. Santa Anna, like the abler Cromwell, 
denounced their obstinacy and threatened them with military intervention. — 
The intimidated law-makers abruptly adjourned, proclaiming to a heedless con- 
stituency the tyranny that compelled it. Still wearing the mask, Santa Anna 
also ad(^ressed an insidious proclamation to the people, reprehending the law- 
less acts of Farias and his coadjutors, the Congress he had so imperiously dis- 
persed. The people, still confidmg in his wisdom and patriotism, suffered him, 
without any material disturbance, to strengthen his position and mature his 
plans. Mexicans are too ignorant, too indolent and imbecile, and emphatically, 
too subservient to an artful, intolerant and vicious priesthood, ever to sustain in 
harmonious operation, so complex a system of ffovernment as a federal republic. 
If the people of the^e United States can scarcely do it, it were idle to expect 
Mexico to approximate its realization. 

On the 25th of May, 1834. Santa Anna procured a lyronundarfiento to be got 
up at Cuenahuata, the requirements of which were the repeal of the laws adverse 
to the Church ; the recall of all banished Centralists ; the dispersed Congress to 
be dissolved, and another convened ; and that the President should be supported 
in effectuating the policy suggested in his recent proclamation. Thus his vaulting 
ambition was nourished by those whose liberties were to become its first victims. 
The transition from a federal to a consolidated government was in rapid progress. 
But there was a remnant of sound republicanism diffused through the country, 
audits votaries began to awaken to a sense of its danger. Even in Coahuila, 
some symptoms of opposition were manifested. In the absence of the Governor 
and Vice- Governor, the Councilor, F. Vidaurri y Villasenor, became, by express 
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During all this period our CommissioDer was detained in rigorous confinement, 
banta Anna released him from his dark cell in the Inquisition, but still held him 
m durance. Several ineffectual attempts were made to find a tribunal having 
jurisdiction of the anomalous case his arrest presented. All disclaimed its cog- 
nizance, importing a condition of national jurisprudence a little more anomalous 
than the unprovided-for case. On the 5th of October, 1834, the President con- 
voked a meeting of his select dignitaries, Lorenzo de Zavala, Austin's uniform 
triend, and Austin himself, to discuss the several topics he had submitted to the 
late government. The result of the meeting was unfavorable as to its subject 
matter, but it divnlged a project somewhat startUng to Texas. Santa Anna 
declared his intention to despatch a corps of infantry, cavalry and artillery, 4000 
strong, to San Antonio, professedly for the protection of the custom's revenues, 
and to overawe the vnld Indians of the interior. He resolved that the separation 
of Texas from Coahuila, was premature and inconvenient, and that he would 
meditate on the repeal of the eleventh article of the law of the 6th of April, 
1830, decreed by Farias, and possibly give it his sanction, thus combining the 
legislative with the executive functions. He still solemnly and publicly declared his 
adherence to the federal representative system. Austin seemed at this time to re- 
pose great confidence in the Dictator's sincerity. The dehcacy of his situation 
may have contributed to this error. 

In the Spring of 1834, Juan N. Almonte was sent to Texas to scrutinize its 
physical and statistical condition, and report to the government. Kennedy 
^ives, in abstract, the result of his investigations. His statistics are in some 
instances incorrect and under-estimated, but it is probable they caused some 
surprise to his superiors, by the magnitude of the improvements reported in a 
country which they regarded as "a waste, howling wilderness." He states the 
entire population of Texas at 36,300 ; of whom 21,000 are civilized and 15,000 
Indians ; 10,500 hostile and 4,500 peaceable. The number of civilized inhab- 
itants was not less than 25,000; 5,000 Mexicans, and the residue Americans, and 
these rapidly increasing. Almonte was well received in Texas, and no sus- 
picions of a secret and sinister purpose attached to his visit, until he appeared ' 
again, in arms, in 1836. 

In pursuance of the decision of the arbiter, Santa Anna, an extra election was 
held in the State on the 9th of February, 1835, when Augustin Yiesca was chosen 
Governor, and Ramon Musquiz, Vice-Governor. A new Legislature was also 
elected. Among the many causes of discontent on the part of Texas, the prod- 
igal squandering of her public domain by the dominant authority of Coahuila, 
was prominent. The Legislature lately inaugurated, macjnified the grievance 
and illustrated their own cupidity, by authorizing, on the 14th of March, the sale 
of four hundred leagues of land, on the pretext of protecting the frontier of 
Texas from hostile Indians. A sale was nominally made, but we never heard 
of any beneficial results to the frontier, nor understood the ultimatum of the 
investiture of titles in the purchasers, if any was made.* 

As the gambler, after fleecing his victim, plies him with flattering words and 
illusive hopes of better success, so the State authorities professed to feel an 
nnusual interest in the welfare of Texas. Some former offensive enactmen-ts 
were repealed, and new arrangements made for her gratification. The judicial 
proceedings among the Colonists had been loose, uncertain and various, accord- 

* There appearis about this period, aiul a little anterior to it, a remarkable ellipsis in the pub- 
lished laws ot the State. The last decree bearing the signature of actingGovernor, Villasenor, is d!at6d 
.July 3d, 1&34. Decree, No. 2(»1, without date, is subscribed by J. A. Tijerina, President (of the Ad- 
ministrative Council, we presume). Kext in order. No. 292, March, 12th, 1835, is subscribed by .Jose M. 
Cantu, who appeai-s as Governor ad interim^ but soon retires behind the curtain ; and Decree, No. 295, 
introduces one Borrego, whose signature indicates his being Governor pro tern. He figures onward to 
Decree, No. 209, of April, 14th, 1&35, Avhen the G<)vernor elect, Augustin Yiesca, appears in his offtcial 
vestments. But he seems again to have dodged the responsibility of a legislative '* Exposition," an 
elaborate document, protesting against the frequent violations of the Constitution, and addressed to 
the Congress of the Republic; and also of an "Introductory proposition," another extra legislative 
act, suggesting to the federal Congress the repeal of the Decree " diminishing the civic militia.'"' Both 
these State papers are dated April 22d, 1834, and signed by J. M. Mier, President, and two others. The 
inexplicable confusion seems to terminate at this page in the volume of decrees, and Governor Yiesca to 
•figure in his proper character. 
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ing to local circumstances. In some parts every one was left to do what seemed 
good in his own sight, subject only to an occasional visit from that notable per- 
sonage, Judge Lynch. In Austin's Colony there was a tolerable organizatioa. 
The trial by jury had been practised, but owing to the small number and 
sparsity of the population, the old patriarchal number was omitted, and seven 
substituted, the concurrence of five to make a verdict in civil cases ; unanimity 
being required in criminal prosecutions. In April, 1834, a law was passed re- 
organizing the administration of justice within the Department. Texas was 
formed into one Supreme Judicial Circuit. The trial by jury was authorized on 
the common law numeral, the joint opinion of eight to make a verdict. Thomas 
J. Chambers, of Austin's Colony, was present at the passage of the law,. and is 
supposed to have had some instrumentality in it.^ The Circuit was divided into 
three Districts, Bexar, the Brazos, and Nacogdoches. 

Santa Anna was now in the full exercise of dictatorial powers, but still pro- 
fessing fidelity to the Constitution. In conformity to the plan of Cuernahuata, 
he sumn\oned a new Congress. The centralists being decidedly in the ascend- 
ant, it was composed of his own partizans, with few exceptions. It met on the 
St of January, 1835. One of its first acts was to reduce the civic militia of the 
several States to one in every five hundred, and to disarm the remainder, 
which, as Mr. Kennedy well says, "amounted to the annihilation of that con- 
stitutional force." It soon became manifest that the Federal Constitution was 
to be overthrown and a stringent central government was to be established in 
its stead. The publication of Col. Almonte's report of his visit to Texas had 
revealed the fact that the government designed the acquisition of the lands 
bordering on the United States of the North, to colonize them with their retired 
military, as was indicated in the decree of 6th April, 1830. They rescinded the 
four hundred league sale of land made by the authority of the State, on the 
ground of incompetency, alleging that the State was chargeable with a propor- 
tion of the national debt. 

The federalists began with zeal, but too late, to oppose the progress of cen- 
tralism. Several States expressed their dissatisfaction. Zacatecas refused to 
disband her militia, and proceeded to organize an army, under the command of 
its worthy Governor, Don Francisco Garcia, a civilian of fair abilities, but an 
inexperienced general. Santa Anna marched against him, and in May, 1835, a 
severe battle ensued, in which the Zacatecanos suffered a terrible defeat and 
heavy loss. The victor took possession of the Capital, and the power of the 
State was crushed. The report of these disastrous events elicited an universal 
feeling of indignation in Texas. The most persistent and conscientious advo- 
cates of peace now joined heart and hand in preparing to resist the encroach- 
ments of a despotism assuming the two- fold terrors of the sword and the mitre. 

Soon after the escape of Santa Anna from his simulated arrest, Governor 
Zavala was dismissed into honorable exile, by being appointed Ambassador 
to the Court of France. Learning, in Paris, the deposition of Farias, and the 
dissolution of the Federal Congress, of which he was a member at the time of 
his diplomatic appointment, he resigned in disgust, and repaired to New York, 
where he had married a lady, Miss Emily White, in the year 1830 From thence 
he proceeded to Texas, the only portion of Mexico over which the banner of the 
Constitution was fioating, in the summer of 1836. 

In April, 1835, another legislative emeute occurred at Monclova. The deputies 
of Saltillo again withdrew and pronounced in favor of the new policy initiated 
at Mexico. Gen. Martin Prefecto de Cos, the Commandant of the Eastern 
Military District, and brother-in-law of Santa Anna, openly countenanced the 
defection of the recreant deputies, and moved his troops from Matamoros to- 
wards the State Capital. On the 8th April, the Legislature had formally pro- 
tested against the limitation of an act of indemnity for political offences^ 
recently passed by the General Congress, which was restricted to natives ex- 

*Thomas J. Chambers was appointed Superior Judge, and David G. Burnet, ^vithout his 
knowledge, was appointed District Judge, for the District of the Brazos. The Superior Court was 
never organized, never "■verified-,'" because (iis Mr. Yoalium alleges) "-bnich wa.s the corifvMon inci- 
dent to tlie approaching revolution, that the law became useless:' But Mr. Yoakum's book is often 
in conflict Avith truth. The District Judge held his regular sessions at San FeUpe^ for three or four con- 
secutive terais, and disposed of many cases without let or molestation. The auperior Judge has re- 
ceived thirty leagues of land for his jtidicial services. The District Judge has received literally 
nothing— no land, and not money enough (a few perquisites) to defray his traveling expenses ' Truth, 
•belongs to history, falsehood to fiction. 
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clusively. They alleged that there were many foreign born citizens, meaning 
the colonists, legally established among them, who ought to be comprehended 
in that act of mercy. This "Exposition," jast and commendable as it was, 
produced no result, and the offending colonists were left under the ban of the 
government, now assuming a military and tyrannical aspect. On the 22d April, 
the Legislature promulgated another ''Exposition," protesting, in animated 
terms, against the encroachments upon the Constitution by the authorities at 
Mexico, and the invasion of the civil attributes of the State by the army under 
Gen. Coss. This also availed nothing, while the spirit that dictated it proved to 
be nugatory and evanescent. On the 28th April, they authorized the Governor 
to exact a forced loan of $20,000, and on the 30th, they granted a charter for a 
CoTriTnercial and Agricultural Ban/c^ to bo established in the Department of 
Brazos, with a capital of one million dollars and a term of twenty years. This 
financial act was apparently a gratuitous favor to Texas. The bank is now, we 
believe, in beneficial operation at Galveston. 

The Governor, bewildered by the exigencies that encompassed him, appealed 
to the militia, and specially to the Texians, to aid him in sustaining the rights 
of the State and the integrity of the Federal Constitution. But the call fell 
upon ears dull of hearing The Legislature, in great trepidation, empowered 
the Executive to choose a provisional location, and remove the archives, and 
then hastily adjourned on the 21st of May, 1835, never to meet again in its con- 
nection with Texas. The Governor selected San Antonio de Bexar for his tem- 
porary seat, and soon commenced his official transit. He proceeded a few 
leagues, when his fortitude failed, and he returned, designing to forego any 
further opposition to the dread influence of Santa Anna, "A double-minded 
man is unstable in all his ways." He again set out for San Antonio, accompa- 
nied by Col. B. Er. Milam and Dr. Cameron. The party was captured by Cos- 
dragoons, and speedily despatched under a guard for the strong-hold of San 
Juan de TJlloa, at Vera Cruz, where they would probably have suffered a polit- 
ical martyrdom, had not Providence interposed in their behalf. They happily 
effected their escape at different times and places on the route, and found their 
way to Texas through many severe trials. 

These events did not assuage, nor very much increase the excitement in Texas. 
The Governor and Legislature were held in bad repute, owing to the profuse 
speculations in the public lands, in which they were regarded as corrupt partici- 
pants. The most affecting feature was, the always odious interference of the 
military in civil matters. A project was suggested to march to San Antonio, 
reduce the garrison and install Don Ramon Musquiz, the Vice-Governor elect, as- 
Governor. He was a Mexican, resident at San Antonio, anJ, it was undersiood, 
had signified his assent to such a scheme. It failed for want of patronage, or 
tbe sympathy that begets it. 

Capt. Tenorio, with some twenty soldiers, had been stationed at Anahuac as a 
revenue guard. W. B. Travis, whose feelings were still goaded by the recollec- 
tion of the wrongs and indignities he bad suffered there, resolved to rout the 
Collector and his aids. He raised a small party and easily captured them. 
They were disarmed and sent to San Felipe, from whence they proceeded to San 
Antonio and reported their disaster to Col. Ugartechea, then in charge of that 
post. The act was an imprudent one, savoring more of personal resentment 
than of a political remedy. The Ayuntamiento of Liberty, under the influence 
of Judge Williams, an ultra peace man, warmly denounced the whole transac- 
tion. But when popular excitement runs high, personal resentments easily flow 
into and become tributaries to the principal current. The war party acquired 
increment from the fact of the military associations connected with the little 
enterprise. They applauded it with all the vehemence of an inflamed partyism, 
while the Mexican authorities regarded it as an unmistakeable overt act of 
rebellion. 

Gen. Cos, on hearing of these events, despatched the armed schooner Correo 
Mexicano, T. M. Thompson, Commander, to inquire into the facts. Thompson 
•was a weak man, rather than a bad one. He assumed some pompous airs and 
gave offence to many. He made two ineffectual efforts to seize and carry off 
Gov. Zavala, who had recently arrived among us, and had become exceedingly 
obnoxious to Santa Anna. He finally captured a small schooner engaged in 
the trade to New Orleans, and held her as a good prize. This enraged the citi- 
zens both here and there. A small vessel^ the schooner San Felipe, was speedily 
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fitted ont at New Orleans, Capt. Hard put in command, and sent in quest of the 
alleged pirate. The little steamer Laura joined him at Galveston, and the 
Correo was soon overhauled, captured and taken to New Orleans. Thompson 
was calaboosed on a charge of piracy for six months, tried, acquitted ana 
discharged. 

While Santa Anna was secretly sapping the foundations of the federal com- 
pact, he was not insensible to the importance of conciliating the small, but as 
he well knew, sensitive and puissant population of Texas. He seems to have 
a,cquired the confidence of his prisoner, Col. Austin, who, on the 10th of March, 
"wrote to his constituents, exhorting them to quietness. The peace party, still 
predominant, accorded with him, while their opponents omitted no means to in- 
flame the exacerbation which the known military preparations were diffusing 
through all classes. Reliable intelligence was received that Santa Anna had 
deposed the Governor of the State, and invested Gen. Cos with its civil juris- 
diction ; that a considerable military force was under orders for Texas, and that 
the conquerors of Zacatecas, then at Saltillo, would soon be among us and regu- 
late all disorders. 

A little previous to these occurrences, some Indian massacres had been perpe- 
trated near the newly established town of Gonzales, and on the 15th of May, 
1835, the citizens of Bastrop, (then Mina,) raised a Committee of Safety.^ It 
was designed, originally, for protection against Indians, but soon merged into 
more general purposes, and may be regarded as the first popular organization 
for political action. It was soon followed by otheivs throughout Texas. _ Warm 
and enthasiastic addresses were made, and written appeals, portraying in vivid 
colors the consequences of the military usurpations, now patent to the dullest 
apprehension, were circulated far and wide. The war party received many ac- 
cessions — the idea of absolute secession was restricted to a small though active 
minority, comprising a fair proportion of the talents and respectability of the 
colonists. Primary meetings were held in nearly all the municipalities, and a 
general sentiment prevailed in favor of resisting the military encroachments and 
the sequent annihilation of the Constitution. 

Gen. Cos, fully informed of the disqaiets in Texas, addressed a mild and con- 
ciliatory letter to the political chief of the Brazos, Dr. James B. Miller, exhorting 
him to exert his influence in allaying the apprehensions of the people. Col. 
Ugartechea, who had always manifested a frank and friendly feeling towards 
the American colonists, declared they had no reasons to distrust the government ; 
that its intentions were paternal, and the proposed introduction of troops 
designed only for revenue service and the protection of the frontier from the 
Gomanches and other hostile Indians. The worthy Colonel was doubtless sin- 
cere, but he was a subaltern and under orders. His superior, Cos, had acquired 
but little respect in Texas, and his pledges were lightly esteemed. 

On the 17th of July, 1835, a meeting of delegates, representing the jurisdic- 
dictions of Austin, Columbia and Mina, (Bastrop,) was held at San Felipe. Its 
general temper was peaceful. John A. Wharton, '^ the keenest blade on the field 
of San Jacinto," moved a call of a general consultation. The motion was lost, 
but the idea was not. Capt. Tenorio, of Anahuac celebrity, had been deputed 
by Ugartechea, under express orders from the central government, to procure 
the arrest of Lorenzo de Zavala, and on the 24th of July presented the mandate 
to Wily Martin, political chief , pro tem.y of the Brazos, who declined the un- 
gracious agency. The demand was repugnant to every American sentiment of 
right and of humanity. Personal proscription is a common recourse of tyrants. 
In a short time the impracticable order was repeated in more decisive terms, and 
the number of the proscribed enlarged. Travis, Baker, Johnson, Williams and 
Williamson were demanded as foraento.s of discord, to be placed at the dispo- 
sition of the supreme government. Travis was especially aimed at and required. 
Compliance with these imperious demands of a pragmatic military power, was 
simply out of the question with an intelligent community, who knew their rights, 
and were resolute to maintain them. One undivided feeling of indignation 
spread wherever an American colonist had reared his little log cabin, and re- 
sistance unto the death became the prevailing sentiment. Still the peace party,* 
firm as any in this purpose, would not subscribe to the ultra designs of the revo- 
tioniats, nor abandon its fealty to the constitution of 1824. Such was the sin- 
cere feeling, known and avowed, of many; but Gen. Cos had the unwise dis- 
<jourtesy to denounce it as hypocritical, and charge rebellion upon all. He 
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asserted the portentous dogma, that " the constitution by which all Mexicans 
may he governed, the colonists must obey, no matter on what principles it mav 
be formed. Ignorance of men, and error in acts, are generally connate in the 
^■l^^^r?\'F\^V'^f'^^ ^«A ^as a vain, supercilious man, whose notions of 
public polity did not expand beyond the crude and incongruous rudiments of the 
Mexican theory. Had he known the American character, he would have felt the 
Ignominy involved in his arbitrary postulate, and abstained from its utterance 
It served only to confirm and intensify the suspicion that an absolute despotism 
was m progress in Central Mexico. 

Committees of safety and vigilance were now established in almost every 
municipality. Nacogdoches and the Red Lands, in their remoteness from the 
scene of disturbance, had not, since the expulsion of Piedras, exhibited any 
active interest in the pending disquiets. Bat those citizens were now aroused to 
a sen^e of the common danger. Meetings were had, and committees appointed 
Resolutions in favor of the constitution were submitted by Gen. Sam Houston 
and adopted with eclat. Liberty, also, which had been, perhaps, more reluctant 
than any other section to an embroilment, held meetings and adopted resolutions 
presented by Judge Burnet, who had hitherto refrained from any active partici- 
pation in the rough politics of the times. These resolutions bear witness to the 
great injustice of the charge of ingratitude, so often preferred against the colo- 
nists, and testify their willingness to adhere to Mexico on any tolerable terms. 
The idea of submitting to a conjoint military and ecclesiastical domination, was 
not to be tolerated. 

Efforts were made to procure a revocation of the edicts of arrest. Two com- 
missioners, Barrett and Gritton, were appointed, by authority of the late meet- 
ing at San Felipe, to wait on Gen. Cos at Matamoros, explain to him the recent 
disturbances, and assure him of the adhesion of Texas to the general government 
and its institutions. (Yoakum, vol. 1, p. 341.) They proceeded to San Antonio 
to confer with Ugartechea. His dispositions were friendly, but he was acting in 
pursuance of orders, and they were peremptory. The mission was relinquished 
as hopeless, Gen. Cos having signified his intention not to grant them an inter- 
view. 

Early in September, 1835, Col. Austin returned to his home. He had endured 
a protracted imprisonment of more than two years. His arrival was greeted 
with unfeigned gratification. His pacific views had undergone a material change, 
but he was still averse to any extreme measures. The suggestion of a general 
consultation had been widely circulated and approved. Austin gave it the weight 
of his influence. He was appointed Chairman of the Committee of Safety for 
the jurisdiction of Austin, and entered promptly and zealously upon its 
duties, believing an armed resistance the only means of escaping the yoke now 
being fashioned for our necks. He repeated the good dispositions professed by 
the President, Santa Anna, but avowed his diminution of confidence in his sin- 
cerity. A climbing tyrant is usually profuse in words of kindness to those he 
most dreads. 

Reports of a large military force being in preparation for Texas were con- 
firmed, and it was ascertained that Cos was actually en route for San Antonio, the 
defences of which post were undergoing repairs and extension. About the mid- 
dle of September Cos landed ac Copano, with five hundred troops, and marched 
directly for his destination This event, intended for intimidation, reached a 
general war feeling in Texas. An opportunity to gratify it was not long de- 
layed. The municipal authorities at Gonzales bad, in 1831, been furnished with 
a small field-piece for protection against Indians, it then being quite on the 
frontier. Col. Ugartechea ordered it to be surrendered to him, and the demand 
being refused, he sent a detachment of about two hundred cavalry, under Capt. 
Castonado, to renew the demand, and if not complied with, to take the disputed 
gun vi et arrnis. The citizens resolved not to yield so valuable an auxiliary, 
which they alleged had been given and not merely loaned. They despatched 
messengers for aid in the expected strife, which was speedidly furnished. Capt, 
Albert Martin, with only eighteen men, planted himself at the ford of the river 
Guadalupe, and kept the enemy at bay, preventing them from crossing. The 
little band soon increased to one hundred "and sixty-eight, and offensive opera- 
tions were resolved upon, should the captain persist in his demand. They or- 
ganized by electing John H. Moore, Colonel, and J. W. E. Wallace, Lieutenant- 
Colonel. After some maneuvering and slight skirmishing, the enemy sounded 
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a parley. The respective commanders met in the prairie. Castonado declared 
his unwillingness to fight the Americans, and said he would select a convenient 
position, and await further orders. Moore suspected that further orders and 
reinforcements were synonymous ; and, soon after Castonado had retired to his 
lines, he fired his six pounder, the subject of contention, and advanced toward 
them. The enemy fled to San Antonio. They had a few men killed. The 
Texians suffered no loss, and returned to Gonzales, the Lexington of our little 
revolution. This first revolutionary pass at arms occurred on 2d of October, 
1835. The news of a battle flew, as on the wings of electricity, in all directions, 
and the war spirit ranged high in almost every bosom. The few who still ab- 
stained from participating in the general resolve to resist the manifold evils of 
a military subjection, received the sobriquet of Tories, and were regarded as 
recreant to their high lineage Happily, they were few and powerless. 

A scheme was now suggested, and received a general approval, to take San 
Antonio and drive the whole military array out of Texas, whose very soil 
seemed to groan under its pressure. The Committee at San Felipe, which 
appeared by common consent to take the precedence, active and advisory, ad- 
dressed stirring appeals to the several jurisdictions, summoning them to arms. 
The call was received with enthusiasm throughout the West and the East. The 
people assembled in Nacogdoches and San Augustine. They elected Gen. Sam. 
Houston to command the Eastern troops. Some measures were taken to con- 
ciliate the emigrant Indians, the Cherokees, Shawnees, Kickapoos and Caddoes, 
and to solicit material aid from the United States. The tocsin soon spread its 
vibrating rays to New Orleans, and the wrongs of Texas elicited a warm and 
effective sympathy there that told bravely upon our struggle. 

By means of the several Committees, a common consent to elect delegates to 
a General Consultation was obtained and carried out. Seven members from 
each Municipality were chosen, to convene at San Felipe on the 15th October 
ensuing. Before that period arrived, intelligence was received from Mexico 
corroborating and realizing our most alarming apprehensions. By a decree of 
the Supreme Government of 3d October, 1835, the Federal Constitution, so long 
contemned and abrogated in fact, was abolished in form. The State Legisla- 
tures were suppressed and Department Councils substituted, and the Govern- 
ment was transformed into a Central Consolidated Republic, the army its ped- 
estal, the Church its pillars. We do not doubt that a well balanced Central 
Government might be made more conducive to the happiness and prosperity of 
Mexico, than the Federal system with all its complications, ever could be. The 
antecedents of that constantly distracted, disorganized and priest-ridden people, 
had, even at that early period, clearly established the fact of their incompe- 
tency to manage so complex a machine. That Texas was under no obligation, 
political or moral, to accept the new form thus thrust upon her, will not be 
questioned by any who can comprehend the genius and appreciate the inherent 
popular rights pertaining to all representative governments. The social com- 
pact was forcibly dissolved, the elements composing the body politic were disin- 
tegrated, and Texas, being an integrant of that body, was at perfect liberty to 
choose her own future organism 

The military spirit did not diminish after its first essay at Gonzales. The 
planters of Caney and Matagorda determined to take Goliad, the entrepot of 
the enemy in all his communications with the Gulf. About forty of them, 
headed by Capt. G. Collinsworth, sallied forth. They reached the San Antonio 
river, a little below the town, on the 9th of October. A portion of them had 
missed their course on the day previous. While bewildered in the way, they 
met with Col, B. K. Milam, who had escaped from the guard escorting Governor 
Viesca at Monterey, and after an irksome and lonely wandering through moun- 
tain passes and tangled chapparals, had sought shelter in a musquit thicket, in 
the vicinity of one of their garrisons. With what ecstacy the way-worn, brave 
man recognized his friends, the reader's imagination will suggest. As Mr. 
Yoakum well remarks, "a nobler volunteer could not have joined their ranks." 
The party, now forty-eight in all, marched with alacrity into the town, assaulted 
and broke into the quarters of Col. Sandoval, captured him and about twenty- 
five others, the rest of the soldiers escaping in the melee. The enemy had one 
killed and three wounded — the Texians one wounded. Military stores estimated 
at $10,000— two brass cannon and three hundred stand of arms, constituted the 
spoils of this gallant little exploit. 
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^^''Jl^^'Se ^ggre^atwn Of humsLU beings without some form of organism, is 

fif. tHo^'"''"'^ t""'^^. V"^ ^^^^^^^ °'^^' °^^^^ P^^^e to mischief and self-destrnc- 
t on than capable of doing good to themselves or others. Texas felt the neces- 
sity of some definite, acknowledged political authority, and uoder the auspices 

On t>l V{'.u°'J r?^ \^ ^^" o^^^^l'^' ^ ^^"'P'^ ^0^°^ of government was adopted. 
On the lUh of October, 1836, they established a General Council, to consist of 
one member trom each Municipal Committee of Safety. R. R Royall was 
cnosen its Chairman. It is a trite saying, ''whenever there is a will there is a 
7^1' :• ,^ people, sensible of the need of something like a political adminis- 
-^? r^u^ ^^^^'^^^^'^^'^ t^'® courtesy arrangement. Tbe Council were not 
idJe. Ihevputtorth addresses, made some financial operations, and modestly 
recommendine: the elect Consultation to rescind the enormous four hundred 
league sale of land, they declared the land ofhces closed until their successors, 
ciotned with more ample powers, should act on the subject. Many of the dele- 
gates to the Consultation had repaired to the camps at Gonzales. Those that 
bad assembled according to appointment, not forming a quorum, adjourned to 
ihe 1st of November. 

The assemblage of volunteers at Gonzales increased rapidly, insomuch that 
Col. Ugartechea, having made a demonstration with five hundred troops, of all 
arms, including two field pieces, to expunge the blot which the affair with Cas- 
tonado bad flung upon his own military reputation and on his nation's es- 
cutcheon, was constrained to return to his quarters and relinquish his com- 
mendable purpose. Soon after the institution of tbe general Council, Colonel 
Austin proceeded to Gonzales, and was elected Commander-in Chief of all the 
forces of Texas. The western settlements, sparse and few, had from the begin- 
ning, been foremast in every military operation. The East now sent forth some 
volunteers and gallant men, such as Thomas J. Rusk, our late distinguished 
Senator, Col. Frank W. Johnson and others, who repaired to the camps to par- 
ticipate in the conquest of San Antonio, the little Malakoff of Texas. The 
Municipality of Liberty also contributed its quota of brave men. 

Gen. Austin became imprttient of delay, and on the 20th of October, advanced 
to the Salado, a tributary of the San Antonio, and took a strong position about 
five miles from the town. Cos was busily occupied in strengthening his fortifi- 
cations, barricading the streets and preparing for the assault. He had about 
one thousand men, and was looking for reinforcements. Austin's force was about 
six hundred, recruits occasionally arriving. He despatched a flag of truce to the 
enemy; but Cos, in the fullness o' his military hauteur, refused to recognize 
General Austin, and peaceful interchanges became impracticable; the sword 
must do its work. Occasional skirmishes took place, but of slight effect. On 
the 27th of October, Austin directed Col. James Bowie and Capt. J. W. Fannin, 
both eventually victims in the strife, to proceed with ninety men to make re- 
cognizances about the old Missions, and select an eligible and more proximate 
position for the army. Passing the MiEsions of San Juan and San Jose, now in 
ruins, they reached that of l^a Furissima Conception,* about one and a half 
mile from San Antonio. They encamped for the night and reposed in peace, — 
The morning of the 28rh, revealed tbe startling fact that xhey were surrounded 
on three sides by the enemy ; the river making a sharp bend, forming ah obtuse 

triangle, and fordable, at several points, being on the other . To cross it 

and retreat through an open prairie, in face of the town, was worse than 
■forlorn. A desperate fight in their position presented a better and more genial 
hope of relief. They descended to the river bottom, an irregular depression of 
six to ten feet along the margin of the stream, and about one hundred yards 
wide, interspersed with timber. The prairie in front, occupied by the enemy, 
was a level plain, running into the bend. From their natural covert, the rifle- 
men could fire and re-load without being fully exposed. 

The enemy's infantry advanced impo.>^ingly, with trailed arms, but halted at 
about two hundred yards from the bluff, and opened a general fire. While the 
air was illumined by their rapid and random ■ iscbarges, the rifles coolly, de- 
liberately and fatally sent forth their deadly missiles. They then pushed for- 
ward their brass six pounder, escorted by a corps of cavalry, within about 
eighty yards, and sounded a charge. The rifles soon swept away the gunners, 
and hnHed th^ chargring column The rannon had been fired 6ve times without 

*The '^Immaculate Conception,^' an antique dogma of the papal church, lately made a cardlna 
doctrine. 
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effect, and three times cle.ared of men, and the charge as often repulsed ; when 
the Texians, coveting the gun, resolved to take it. The resolution had scarcely 
assumed an active form, when the enemy hastily retreated, leaving the gun 
with its munitions, to the victors. The Mexicans numbered about four hundred; 
the Texians precisely ninety-two men, including officers. The enemy's loss was 
about sixty killed and forty wounded. Sixteen lifeless bodies were strewed 
around the useless cannon. The Texians lost one brave man, (Robert Andrews,) 
killed. Thus ended the battle of Conception^ presenting another instance of 
the great disparity in military prowess of the two contending races. 

Col, Bowie had dispatched a messenger to (len. Austin, as soon as the forces of 
the enemy were discovered. The arftiy marched with all practicable haste, but 
did not arrive at the scene of conflict until the enemy had retreated. The en- 
tire Texian force, at this time, was about 600 raw volunteers, but generally ex- 
pert riflemen. Others daily arrived in camp, and the number was swelled to 
1,000 men, But, like the flux and re-flux of our own waters obeying the capri- 
cious winds, they came and went, as their domestic necessities or other causes 
required. * 

Tbe Consultation met at San Felipe in fall assemblage, on the 3d JSTovember, 
and proceeded to business ; Dr. Branch T. Archer was elected President of the 
meeting, and delivered a pertinent and characteristic address on being inducted 
to the chair. One of the earliest acts of the convention was to put forth a declar- 
ation in behalf of their constituents, enumerating their grievances, and an- 
nouncing their intention to adhere to the republican principles of the Federal 
Constitution of 1824. It is easy to maintain specific principles, while the docu- 
ment expressing them may be flung to the winds. Without doubt, some lead- 
ing members, and many outsiders, were already desirous of a perpetual sever- 
ance from Mexico, now become a by-word and a reproach among nations. 

On the 12th November, the Consultation proceeded to the organization of a 
provisional government. Henry Smith was elected governor, and J. W. Robinson, 
lieutenant governor. At the same time, Gen. Sam Houston was elected Com- 
mander-in-Chief, .Austin having resigned. Simultaneously, a commisson of three 
persons was created, to proceed to the United States, and promote, by all prac- 
ticable means, the interests, military and financial, of Texas, now fairly at issue 
with her powerful neighbor. Mexico, at this time, contained from seven to eight 
millions of inhabitants : Texas, about 25,000, on whom, anything like reliance 
could be placed. The two territories were in juxtaposition, with nothing to im- 
pede the march of armies, and the transportation of all material equipments. — 
The climate was congenial to either party, and summer and winter equally 
favorable to military operations. It required no retirement, for repose and rec- 
reation, into winter quarters ; but battle was at all times feasible, if sought for. 
The history of the world does not present an instance at all analagous to it. 
Gen. S. F. Austin, Branch T. Archer and Wm. H. Wharton, were designated to 
the delicate and importani; duty of presenting our novel and trying condition to 
our kindred of the North, and soliciting the aid they were so abundantly able to 
render and we so imperatively required. 

The next act of the Consultation was to create a general Council to assist the 
Executive, and consisting of one member from each municipality represented. 
Thirteen were chosen, enough to infuse a spirit of discord into any executive 
system. On the 13th November, a formulary, comprising 22 articles, defining 
the plan and powers of the government about to be inaugurated, was adopted 
The 14th article prescribed that all operations touching the vacant domain, such 
as locating, surveying, &c., of land, should be suspended during hostilities, and 
until farther provision should be made by authority. This was eminently pro- 
per, as the volunteers in the army, some of whom were recent emigrants, were 
precluded from making their selections of headrights. But, as events turned 
out, it was almost nugatory. It is difiicult by legislation, to circumscribe the 
chicane of land speculators ; their ingenious avidity' will find means to circum- 
vent the most stringent enactments. 

The acquisition of land has ever constituted a too prominent feature in 
the Anglo- American settlement of Texas. Iniquitous frauds have been resorted 
to in gratification of this inordinate passion, by men otherwise seeminc^ly patri- 
otic, some of whom are already mingling with the dust they covetecF in little 
obscure and scattered cemeterie.<< 6 feet by 4. Their bustling, insatiable desires 
and cunning contrivances to add league to league, are now all hushed, composed 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



118 TBXAS ALMAKAC. 



quiescent, awaiting the trumpet of the resurrection to penetrate their free and 
undisputed locations. 

The next important act of the delegates was the promulgation of a certain 
" Solemn Decree," professedly intended to conciliate the emigrant Indians of 
Eastern Texas. Its soUnfivnity was enunciated in six distinct repetitions I — enough 
to invite suspicion of its integrity. It was an ill-advised, disingenuous, if not a 
subtle and sinister measure, null and void for want of fundamental authority ; 
of no moral or political obligation, and only calculated to embarrass any future 
transactions with those obtruding savages. 

On the 14th November, 1835, the^Consultation having finished its labors, ad- 
journed, to meet again on 1st March ensuing. It never met. The organic Con- 
vention which pronounced the Independence of Texas supplanted it. 

We now confidentially ask, if the Anglo Americans of Texas were not justi- 
fied in assuming the position attained at this period in our brief narrative. That 
position led, by an insuperable necessity, to a final separation from Mexico. If 
the facts we have rehearsed are not sufficient for such justification, we know of 
no radical change of government, no violent dissolution of a political compact, 
no withdrawal from a people eminently incapable of self-government, that can 
be justified, by facts of : neglect, of abuse, of usurpation, and of abominable 
tyranny. Mexico revolutionized, Texas adhered, as long as adherence was sanc- 
tioned by a hope of restoration, to the Constitution of 1824, under whose guar- 
antees the colonists had migrated to the country. 

We utterly repudiate the plea of religious intolerance, as an excuse for our 
secession. It was well known before we entered the country, that the Eoman 
Catholic was the established religion ; that it pervaded all classes of the people 
in all its forms and ceremonies, where it was not superceded by rank infidelity. 
Its practical observance was never persistently required; and no inquisitorial 
agency was introduced among us. So far as evangelical ministrations were con- 
cerned, we were left as "sheep scattered on the mountains." The priests who 
came among us were more intent on their emoluments than on the cure of souls 
or any moral reformation. 

We have now approached that culminating point in the politics of Texas which 
initiates the most interesting portion of her history. All the narratives of that 
period which have issued from the press are either so deficient of facts, or min- 
gled with so much of romance with perversion or suppression of truth, that a 
brief summary must partake of their paucity, or follow their aberrations, or run 
into a distinct and voluminous work, and a wide field of querulous controversy. 
We have no fancy for either alternative, and will therefore conclude our compen- 
dium for the present. Its further continuance, another year, will bring us into 
the midst of the most exciting events of our revolution, in regard to which we 
have many valuable and original documents furnished by living witnesses. 



STATE PENITENTIARY. 

We have received the report of the Board of Control of this institution. Ac- 
cording to the Clerk's statement there were 356 prisoners in confinement on the 
31st December, 1856 ; received since, 100— total, 456. During this time, 86 have 
been discharged bv expiration of sentence; 17 pardoned; 5 died ; and 11 dis- 
charged by order of the Executive— making in all 119, and leaving in the prison, 
on the 31st December, 1867, 337 prisoners. White mrles, 232 ; white females, 4; 
colored males, 89 ; colored females, 12. Of the prisoners received into the Pen- 
itentiary during the past year, 9 had been convicted of murder and 10 of man- 
slaughter. 

The lessees (Messrs. McHutton, Pilje & Co.) state that the net profits of the 
manufacturing business of the institution for the last nine months were $43,664 
90_a result that has far exceeded their expectations. There are at present in 
operation in the cotton factory 5632 spindles, 200 looms, with the necessary card- 
ing and other machinery, capable of turning out 12,000 yards of cotton goods 
per day, and requiring 15 bales of cotton for daily consumption.— iY. O, Bulletin 
January 25th. 
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GEN. SAM HOUSTON. 

The distinguished subject of this sketch has stood before the world as the most 
prominent man in Texas, ever since the opening of that campaign which closed 
with the defeat and capture of Santa Anna. This event was in itself saflScktnt 
to fix the eyes of the world upon the Commander-in Chief; for the man having; 
the oJGBcial authority to control the operations of an army, always receives the 
applause or censure attending success or failure. This is the criterion, however 
fallacious and unjust it often is, of the popular verdict in regard to all military 
achievements. But the victory of San Jacinto was one of no ordinary character. 
It decided a contest between an Empire numbering eight millions of inhabitants, 
and one of its small provinces with but a handful of men. The history of the 
world furnishes scarcely a parallel, whethei' we look to the vast disparity on the 
field, or in the power and resources of a great nation, as compared with its poor 
and destitute colony, or whether we look to the importance and magnitude of the 
results. Those results have but in part been realized. That victory first opened 
the gate to American progress towards the South ; and where will it stop ? Who 
can pretend to answer this question ? That progress has already spread over an 
empire of territory stretching across this Continent from the Gulf to the Pacific 
shore, embracing Texas, California, Arizona, &c., and transfering to this Union 
absolute dominion over near one-half of the Mexican Empire; and still that 
progress is onward, and where is the power that can stop it ? For thirty years 
previous to the victory of San Jacinto, there had been a constant succession of 
efforts, by daring pioneers or flllibusters, to open the way to this progress, and, 
although many brilliant victories were achieved, yet the victors knew not how 
to profit by their success, and their temporary triumphs always resulted in final 
defeat and disaster. Nor had American diplomacy been any more saccessfal 
than American arms, in removing the barrier to this progress. Indeed, we are 
chiefly indebted to that diplomacy for such a barrier, for it was not till the De 
Onis treaty was ratified that the Louisiana purchase was curtailed of its just 
proportions, and narrowed down to the banks of the Sabine. But the first result 
of the battle of San Jacinto was to drive back forever the Mexican standard, 
then on its way to be planted on that barrier, compelling it to retire beyond the 
Rio Grande ; and since that proud day it has never returned, except in transient 
and predatory incursions. Such was the direct result of that victory, and the 
annexation of Texas, with a further acquisition of territory by the Mexicaa 
war, followed as a necessary consequence ; and passing events indicate that the 
train of sequences will not cease short of the entire revolution of Mexico and 
the Central American States, placing all that vast region under the dominion 
of Anglo-Americans. That result is gradually being brought about. 

We have deemed it proper thus to allude to a victory which established a new 
and important era in the history of this country, in connection with the name of 
the Commander-in-Chief, although there has been and still is much difference of 
opinion as to the part borne by him— many who were present and held high po- 
sition on that day, contending that the victory was won rather in spite of him 
than by his generalship. But we leave this for the future historian to decide' 
when the political prejudices of the present day shall have disappeared. But 
it must certainly be admitted that Gen. Houston possesses some extraordinary- 
traits of character. In personal address and the power of obtaining an influence 
among the masses, he has few, if any, superiors. For quickness of insight into 
human character, and tact in devising the means necessary to accomplish ends, 
and for a degree of self-possession and unshaken confidence, under all circum- 
stances, in his own resources, he is almost without a rival. It is to these re- 
markable traits of character that he is indebted, in no small measure, for the 
ascendancy he secured and so long maintained in Texas, in spite of the nume- 
rous enemies he made at the very outset, among the leading and most prominent 
patriots of the revolution. He is still a prominent actor on the stage ; and 
though his more recent political course has driven from him many of those who 
were formerly among his warmest supporters, still he seems to wield his uaual 
influence in the party with which he has connected himself; and even many of 
his former friends in the Democratic party still adhere to him, notwithstanding 
his abandonment of their party, and regardless of the dictation of Democratic 
Conventions. Indeed, the controlling influence he has so long exercised over the 
people of Texas, all the attending circumstances being taken into consideration. 
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is one among the most prominent features of our history, and will probably task 
the future historian for an adequate explanation. But the warm and devoted 
attachments, on the one hand, and the bitter enmities on the other, that have 
always followed him from the commencement of his caretr down to the present 
day, will probably render it impossible, during his life-time, for his biography to 
be written with that strict impartiality and justice that truth demands. It is 
for this reason that we have determined to confine the present sketch to that 
portion of bis life passed before his arrival in Texas, and in regard to which but 
little comparatively is known to the great maes of our readers ; and there is, 
therefore, the less room for the influence of those biases, from which there are 
few that can claim to be entirely exempt, as regards his public career in Texas. 

The foUowiog sketch, concerning Gen. Houston's early life, is drawn entirely 
from an anonymous biography, written evidently by a warm friend and admirer, 
and onr readers must, therefore, make what allowance they think proper for 
what they may deem the coloring of partiality. We have condensed by confining 
ourselves to the facts and incidents of his life, substantially as we find them 
stated, and we suppose them to be generally correct ; but we omit the writer's 
comments and inferences, leaving our readers to form their own conclusions and 
opinions. 

Gen. Sam Houston was born on the 2d of March, 1793, in Rockbridge county, 
Virginia, at a place known as Timber Ridge Church. His ancestors, both on his 
father's and mother's side, are traced to the Highlands of Scotland, who are 
said to have enaigrated thence to the north of Ireland, to escape the troubles 
during the time of John Knox, on whose side they fought. From Ireland they 
are said to have emigrated, at the time of the siege of Derry, to Pennsylvania. 
His biographer speaks of his parents and early education as follows : 

" His father was a man of moderate fortune ; indeed, he seems to have pos- 
sessed the means only of a comfortable subsistence. He was known only for one 
passion, and this was for a military life. He had borne his part in the Revolu- 
tion, and was successively the Inspector of General Bowyer's and Gen. Moore's 
Brigades. The latter post he held till his death, which took place in 1807, while 
he was on a tour of inspection among the Alleghany Mountains. He was a man 
of powerful frame, fine bearing and indomitable courage. These qualities his 
son inherited, and they were the only legacy he had to leave him. 

" His mother was an extraordinary woman. She was distinguished by a full, 
rather tall, and matronly form, a fine carriage, and an impressive and dignified 
countenance. She was gifted with intellectual and moral qualities, which ele- 
vated her, in a still more striking manner, above most of her sex. Her life shone 
with purity and benevolence, and yet she was nerved with a stern fortitude, 
which never gave way in the midst of the wild scenes that chequered the history 
of the frontier settler. Her beneficence was universal, and her name was called 
with gratitude by the poor and the suffering. Many years afterwards, her son 
returned from his distant exile, to weep by her bedside when she came to die. 

'' We have lea,rned from all quarters, that he never could be got into a school 
house, till he was eight years old, nor can we learn that he ever accomplished 
much, in a literary way, after he did enter. Virginia, which has never become 
very famous for her district schools, had still less to boast of fortv years ago. 
The State made little or no provision, by law, for the education of its citizens, 
and each neighborhood was obliged to take care of its rising population. Long 
before this period, Washington College had been removed to Lexington, and a 
' Field school ' was kept in the ruined old edifice, once occupied by that institu- 
tion. This school seems, from all accounts, (and we have taken some pains to 
Inform ourselves about this matter,) to have been of doubtful utility. Houston 
IB said to have learned to read and write, and to have gained some imperfect 
ideas of cyphering. Late in the fall and the winter, were the only seasons he 
was allowed to improve even the dubious advantages of such a school. The rest 
of the year he was kept to hard work. If he worked very well, he was some- 
times permitted to run home from the fields, to be in time to retain his place in 
spelling. But it is doubtful if he ever went to such a school more than six 
months in all, till the death of bis father, which took place when be was thirteen 
years old. This event changed at once the fortunes of the family. They had 
been maintained in comfortable circumstances, chiefly through the exertions of 
the father, and now they were to seek for other reliances." 

Of Mrs. Houston, he says; 
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" Mrs. Houston wys left with the heavy burden of a numerous family. She 
had six sons and three daughters. But she was not a woman to succumb to mis- 
fortune, and she immediately sold out her homestead, and prepared to cross the 
Alleghany Mountains, and find a new home on the fertile banks of the Tennes- 
see River. Those of our readers who live in a crowded population, surrounded 
by all that embellishes civilized life, may be struck with the heroism of a Vir- 
ginia woman who, fifty yea-rs ago, took up her journey through those unpeopled 
regions; and yet few of them can have any adequate conception of the hard- 
ships such a heroine had to encounter. 

" They halted eight miles from the Tennessee River, which was then the boun- 
dary between white men and the Cherokee Indians." 

It, now appears that young Houston was employed on the farm to r.ssist in 
providing the means of subsistence. He was, however, sent to school occasion- 
ally, but having got possession of Pope'e trauslation of the Iliad, he became so 
much interested in its heroic recitals, that he asked for the prit^ilege of learning 
the original language; and being refused, his biographer says, '^ he turncil on his 
heel, and declared solemnly that he would never recite another lesson of any 
other kind while he lived — and from what we have been able to learn of his his- 
tory, we think it very probable that he kept his word." 

In seems that Houston could not agree with his older brothers, who, after he 
had refused to go to school, " compelled him to go into a merchant's store and 
stand behind the counter." But this be did not like any better than the school, 
and " be suddenly disappeared." After much search, it was found he had crossed 
the Tennessee River, and was among the Indians, with whom, says our author, 
''be seemed to be living much more to his liking." They tried to persuade him 
ro return home, but be declined ; "he preferred'measuring deer tracks to tape." 
We copy as follows : 

'^ His family, however, thinking this a freak from which he would soon recover 
when he got tired of the Indians, gave themselves no great uneasiness about him . 
But week after week passed awa}^, and Sam did not make his appearance. At 
last his clothes were worn out, and he returned to be refitted. He was kindly 
received by his mother, and, for awhile, his brothers treated him with Jue pro- 
priety. But the first act of tyranny they showed drove him to the v/oods again, 
where he passed entire months with bis Indian mates, chasing the deer tbrougn 
the forest with a fleetness little short of their own — engaging in all those gay 
sports of the happy Indian boys, and wandering along the banks^of the stream^s 
by the side of some Indian maiden., sheltered by the deep woods, conversing in 
that universal language which finds its sure way to the heart." 

Our author says be procured much of young Sam's Indian history from " a 
strange source," but does not explain what that source was. It seems, from his 
account, that he then continued v/ith the Indians " during three or four years, 
which he says was '' the moulding period of his life," and he then dwells on the 
influence which his Indian associations, at this time, had upon his future life, 
and on the formation of his tastes. '' Certain it is," says the writer, '' that his 
early life among the Indians was, as the event proved, a necessary portion of 
that wonderful training that fitted him for his strange destiny." There he was 
initiated into the profound mysteries of the red man's character, and a taste was 
formed for forest life, which made him, many years after, abandon once more 
the habitations of civilized men." The writer then speaks of beino; present at 
an affectionate interview between Gen Houston ahd forty Indians "from Texas 
m Washington City, in 1846, as a striking evidence of the mutual attachment 
formed years before. 

His biography is resumed as follows : 

" This wild life among the Indians lasted till his eighteenth year. He had 
during his visits once or twice a year to his family, to be refitted in his dress' 
purchased many little articles of taste or utility to use among the Indians In 
this mannerbe had incurred a debt which he was bound in honor to pay To 
meet this engagement, he had no other resource left but to abandon his^' dusky 
companions," and teach the children of pale-faces. As may naturally be sup- 
posed, It was no easy matter for him to get a school, asd on the first start the 
enterprise moved very slowly. But as the idea of abandoning any thin*T on which 
he had once fixed his purpose was no part of his character, he 'persevered and 
m a short time be bad more scholars to turn away than he bad at first to begin 
w]th. He was also paid what was considered an exorbitant price Formerly 
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BO master had hinted above $6 per annum. Houston, who probably thought that 
one who had been graduated at an Indian university, ought to hold his lore at a 
dearer rate, raised the price to $8— one- third to be paid in corn, delivered at the 
mill, at 33} cents per bushel — one-third in cash, and one-third in domestic cotton 
cloth, of variegated, colors, in which our Indian professor was dressed. He also 
wore his hair behind, in a snug queue, and is said to have been very much in love 
with it, probably from an idea that it added somewhat to the adornment of his 
person." 

Having earned money enough to pay his debts, he then closed his school, and 
went back to his old master to study. Euclid being put into his hands, he car- 
Tied it about for a few days, and then, says the writer, " came to the very sensi- 
ble conclusion that he would never try to be a scholar. This was in 1813." It 
was about this time that the second war with England broke out, and Houston 
seized the first opportunity to enlist in the ranks, but he was soon after promo- 
ted to a Sergeant, and "became the best drill in the regiment." He was marched 
to Fort Hampton, in Alabama, and was then promoted to an Ensign. " Returned 
to Knoxville — assisted in drilling and organizing the Eastern Battalion of the 
39th Regiment of Infantry ; and from thence marched to the Ten Islands, where 
he remained encamped for. some time. The line of march was then taken up for 
Port Williams. The Regiment descended the Coosa, and marched for To ho-pe- 
ka, or the Horse-Shoe, where some events took place deserving a more minute 
lelation." 

The war with the Creek Indians had been continued for some time. General 
Jackson^s army, now encamped at Fort Williams, numbered over 2000 men. After 
being driven from point to point, a thousand of their choicest warriors finally 
took their stand in a bend of the Tallapoosa river, determined to risk all on the 
hazard of a single battle. This bend was called To-ho pe-ka, or the Horse-Shoe, 
so named from its shape, and contained about 100 acre?, and here the Indians 
were very strongly fortified. A pretty full account is given of the investment 
of this strong fortress, of the attack, the storming of the breastworks, and the 
final defeat and destruction of the Creek nation, as they resisted till nearly all 
were slaughtered. Major Montgomery was the first to scale the breastwork, but 
was killed on the instant. Ensign Houston, on the right of the 31st Regiment, 
is said to have been the second to mount the works, calling his men to follow, 
but he was shot in the thigh by a barbed arrow, which was with difficulty ex- 
tracted. Our author says . " He called upon his Lieutenant to extract the ar- 
row, after he had tried in vain to do it himself. The officer made two unsuccess- 
ful attempts and failed. ' Try agaiu,' said Houston— (the sword with which he 
was still keeping command raised over his head)— and if you fail this time, I 
will smite you to the earth.' " With this threat from an inferior officer, the Lieu- 
tenant is now said to have succeeded, tearing the flesh as the arrow came out. 

Gen. Jackson finding that Houston had been badly wounded, positively forbid 
him to return to the charge, but he again returned to the head of his men, and 
was soon in the hottest of the conflict, regardless of his wounds and the peremp- 
tory orders of the Commander. So says his biographer. The victory was finally 
complete, with the single exception, that a large party of Indians had secreted 
themselves in a strong part of the breastworks, where they could only be ap- 
proached by a narrow entrance, through which it was almost certain death to 
make a charge ; and when Gen. Jackson called for men to make this charge, not 
an officer volunteered, and then Houston could wait no longer, and ' calling on 
Ms platoon to follow him, he dashed down the precipitous descent towards tne 
covered ravine." There was then no mode of attack except '-' to charge through 
the port holes, bristling with rifles and arrows." It was here that Houston re- 
ceived two rifle balls in his right shoulder, as he was rallying his men to the 
.charge. By this wound he was totally disabled, and had to retire from the ac- 
tion, but this strong hold was afterwards taken by being set on fire. The wounds 
Houston then received, says the writer, are not healed to this day. tor a long 
time he was not expected to recover. We quote as follows : 

'' On the following day, Houston was started on a litter, with the other wound- 
ed, for Fort Williams, some sixty or seventy miles distant. Here ^^ remained 
suspended between life and death, for a long time, neglected and exposed the 
other regular officers of the regiment having all been removed tpF«rt Jackson 
or the Hickory Ground. He was taken care of, a part of the time, ^y General 
Johnson, father of the Postmaster General of that name, and by Col. Cheatham, 
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and by them at last brought back to the Ten Islands, and from thence by Gen. 
Dougherty, who commanded the Brigade from East Tennessee, through the 
Cherokee Nation, to his mother's house in Blount county, where he arrived in 
the latter part of May, nearly two months after the battle of the Horse Shoe/' 

After languishing for some time at his mother's, he was removed to Maryville, 
and thence to Knoxville for medical assistance, and aft^r recovering some 
strength he proceeded to Washington City, where he arrived just after the burn- 
ing of the Capitol by the British. He finally recovered sufficiently and rejoined 
his regiment at Knoxville, where he was when peace was proclaimed. On the 
reduction of the army he was retained as a Lieutenant, and attached to the 1st 
Eegiment Infantry, at New Orleans. He proceeded to New Orleans by way of 
the Mississippi, going down that river in the first steamboat he had ever seen. 
Having reported himself for duty, he was soon compelled to have a surgical ope- 
ration performed on his arm, the ball having sKattered the bone and lodged near 
the shoulder joint. In April following he sailed for New York, where his health 
was improved. Eeturning to Tennessee, he was detailed on duty at the Adju- 
tant's office, and stationed at Nashville from January 1st, 1817. In November 
following, he was detailed as a sub-Indian agent among the Cherokees to carry 
out the treaty just ratified with that nation. He is said to have discharged the 
duty with marked ability. Having conducted a delegation of Indians to Wash- 
ington that winter, he found that attempts had been made there to injure him 
with the Government, for having prevented some negroes from being smuggled 
into the Western States from Florida, which was then a province of Spain. He 
defended himself before the President and Secretary of War, by arguing that 
he was only endeavoring to secure respect for the laws. It is asserted that Gen. 
Jackson was of opinion that he was not only free from censure, but entitled to 
reward for his services. The result was, that Houston considered himself slighted 
by the Government, and he resigned his Lieutenantcy and Sub-Indian a?ency 
and went to Nashville to study law. He was now in his 25th year. He sold the 
last property he bad to pay bis debts, and entered upon his legal studies in the 
office of Hon. James Trimble. " His teacher," says our author, " prescribed 18 
months study ; in one third of the time he was recommended to apply for license, 
and was admitted with edat.'''' He commenced his profession in Lebanon, and 
was soon after appointed Adjutant General of the State, with the rank of Col- 
onel. In October of the same year he was elected District Attorney for the Da- 
vidson District. He is said |to have been almost universally successful in his 
prosecutions, notwithstanding he was jeered by the members of the bar on ac- 
count of his rawness and recent advancement to the profession. 

In 1821, he was elected Major General by the field officers of the division com- 
prising two-thirds of the State. In 1823, he was elected to Congress without 
opposition. '' His course was warmly approved by his constituents, and he was 
returned by an almost unanimous vote." In 1827, he was elected Governor by 
a majority of over 12,000, and so great was his popularity that, on his accession 
to office, he was without opposition in the Legislature. 

In regard to Gen. Houston's unfortunate marriage, we copy as follows : 

"In January, 1829, he married a young lady of respectable family, and of gen- 
tle character. Owing to circumstances, about which far more has been conjec- 
tured than known by the world, the union seems to have been as unhappy as it 
was short. In less than three months a separation took place, which filled so- 
ciety with the deepest excitement. Various reports flew through the State, all 
of them unfounded, and some of them begotten by the sheerest malignity, which 
divided the people of the State into two hostile parties, and inflamed popular 
feeling to the last point of excitement. As usual on such occasions, those who 
were most busy in the afiair were the very ones who knew least about the merits 
of the case, and had the least right to interfere. 

" Thinking, most probably, that they were doing her a kindness, the fpiends 
of the lady loaded the name of Houston with odium. He was charged with every 
species of crime man ever committed. The very ignorance of the community 
about the affair, by increasing the mystery which hung over it, only made it seem 
the more terrible. In the meantime, Houston did not off*er a single denial of a 
single calumny — would neither vindicate himself before the public, nor allow 
his friends to do it for him. He sat quietly, and let the storm of popular fury 
rage on. From that day be has, even among his confidential friends, maintained 
unbroken silence, and whenever he speaks of the lady.he| speaks of her with 
great kindness." 
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The popular indignation and excitement was so great that Houston deter- 
mined to resign his office, and exile himself from civilized society. Our biogra- 
pher offers no explanation of the cause of this remarkable popular excitement, 
and pretends not to know whether Houston was in fault or not. Notwithstand- 
ing Houston attempted no defence, and maintained an unbroken silence, yet "he 
was denounced by the journals of the day." "After his determination to leave 
the country was kn^wn, they threatened him with personal violence ;" but our 
author adds that his friends gathered round him, and "the streets of Nashville 
would have flowed with blood if his enemies had touched a hair of his head. ' 
He resigned his office and quietly left the city of Nashville, taking leave of his 
friends. 

He had eleven years before formed an attachment for the Chief of the 
Cherokees in the fli-Wassee country, who adopted him as his son. Since then 
this Chief had removed with his tribe to Arkansas. Houston now directed his 
course to his adopted father's wigwam, and after a long journey by steamboat 
and land, he arrived at the Falls of the Arkansas. The old Cla'ief with all his 
family came two miles to meet him at the boat, and he was received with warm- 
embraces. The Chiefs name was Oolooteka.^^ He is said to have had a spa- 
cious wigwam, a large plantation and ten or twelve servants, with some five 
hundred head of cattle. Houston spent near three years with the old Chief, and 
Yoakum says he was admitted to all the privileges and immunities of the Cher- 
okee nation on the 21st of October, 1829, which was soon after his arrival. The 
author from whom we now chiefl}^ copy gives us no account of his marriage 
with the Chief's daughter, and bis children by that marriage. During his resi- 
dence with these Indians, he. made himself acquainted with the wrongs they 
suffered from the various Indian agents sent by the Government among them, 
and made great efforts to have those wrongs redressed. The Cherokees were to 
receive a large sum of money for the lands they had occupied lower down on the 
Arkansas, but the agents are said to have swindled the poor Indians out of most 
of the money, in various ways. ;. They introduced whiskey, or the "fire water," 
among them, and with it all its attendant evils. Houston himself had a trading 
house among them, but his biographer says he never trafficked in those destruc- 
tive drinks. He adds: "This, too, was at a time when he was far from being 
practically a temperate man himself. But, whatever might be his own occa- 
sional indulgences during his visits to Fort Gibson and other white settlements, 
he had too much humanity and love for the red men, ever to contribute to their 
crimes or their misfortunes by introducing or trafficking in those damnable 
poisons." In 1832 he visited Washington City, and by informing against the 
agents he caused the removal of no less than five of them. 

The men thus removed are spoken of as highly respectable, and as having 
powerful friends in Congress, and in revenge for their disgrace by Houston's 
representations, they united all their efforts against him, crowding the journals 
of the country with statements representing Houston's character as infamous, 
&c. Gen. Jackson, who was then President of the United States, is said to have 
been a warm friend to Houston, and the agents and their friends were able to 
bring the powerful opposition in Congress to Jackson to aid them in their 
measures against Houston, Among other charges that had been made by Hous- 
Lon in behalf of his adopted father's tribe, one was that some of the Indians 
had died of starvation through the rascality of the contractors in neglecting to 
supply them with rations Most conspicuous among Houston's enemies in Con- 
gress, our ai^hor mentions "a certain politician" who bad been elected as a 
"friend of Jackson, and who charged Houston with attempting to obtain a fraud- 
ulent contract for Indian rations, &c., even intimating that the President and 
Secretary of War were implicated in the fraud. Houston threatened to chastise 
this man for the charges made on the floor of Congress, but the member avoided 
giving him any opportunity, until one evening, when he saw Houston in Penn- ■ 
sylvania Avenue, and knew that he was unarmed. He then crossed over "for 
the purpose," says our author, "of perpetrating some foul deed in the dark," 
himself armed while Houston had only a hickory cane. Houston recognized 

him, and asking if his name was -', of Ohio, he no sooner gave the answer 

than Houston knocked him down with his cane, his antagonist, at the same 
time, snapping his pistol, which missed fire, or he would doubtless have 

^ We have always understood that the name of this Indian Chief was Bowles, who was killed. 
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been a dead tnan, as it was pointed close at his breast. Our account 
says the member had to keep his bed for several days, and after recov- 
ering, he had Houston arrested by the Sergeant-at-Arms, under four pro- 
cesses, and the House of Representatives resolved itself into a judicial tribunal 
to try Houston for assaulting one of its members for words uttered in detmte. 
This trial lasted nearly thirty days. Houston spoke in his own defence. This 
protracted trial, to the neglect of important public business, became unpopular, 
and his biographer says the current feeling was finally turned in favor of Hous- 
ton, owing mainly tothe fact of his devoted attachment to Gen. Jackson. The 
trial at last terminated in a "party vote of instructions to the Speaker to repri- 
mand the prisoner at the bar of the House," but our author says it was every- 
where regarded as a triumph for Houston. Houston was next tried on the 
charge made against him, of an attempt to procure a fraudulent contract, but 
the committee finally reported that they had seen no evidence of the truth of 
this charge. Next, a resolution was ofi'eredto exclude Houston forever from the 
lobby in the House, but this also failed. Lastly, the member from Ohio indicted 
Houston and held him to bail, in a criminal process, in the sum of $20,000, for 
the assault, and after twenty days' trial Houston was fined $500 and costs, but 
the sentence was not enforced, and Gen. Jackson's last official act, but one, was 
to remit this fine. These excited scenes having finally come to a close. Houston 
set out again on his return to his home in the Cherokee Nation. He returned by 
way of Tennessee, where many of his former friends are said to have greeted 
iiim most cordially, the excitement against him having greatly subsided. 

Having once more arrived among his Cherokee friends, it is said to have been 
his intention to become a herdsman in the prairie solitudes. On Dec. Ist., 1832, 
he set out with a few friends, and passed through the wilderness, to Fort Tow- 
son. Prom thence he proceeded to Nacogdoches, San Felipe and on to San 
Antonio, at which latter place he had an interview with a delegation from the 
Comanches. It is supposed that this interview was the chief object of Houston's 
journey, with a view to carry out some secret instructions given him by Gen. 
Jackson, who probably desired to effect a treaty of peace with the powerful 
Comanches, by which the emigration of the Choctaws, Chickasaws and Creeks 
might be facilitated. This, however, appears to be but conjecture, based upon 
the fact that Houston, having returned by way of Nacogdoches, proceeded on to 
Nachitoches, from which place he made a report to the Government. 

Meantime a convention being called to meet at San Felipe, for the purpose of 
framing a State Constitution, Houston was elected a delegate from Nacogdo- 
ches, at which place he had previously consented to be a candidate. He attend- 
ed this convention which met the 1st day of April, 1S33, and, having completed 
its labors, adjourned on the 13th of the same month. As this was the com- 
mencement of Gen. Houston's career in Texas, we will here bring this sketch 
to a close, as we believe very many of our readers are more correctly informed 
of Gen, Houston's subsequent acts, than the author of the work before us. 



SHEEP RAISING IN TEXAS. 

This subject is now becoming one of very general interest all over our State, 
from the seaboard to the mountains. It will be seen by the following interest- 
ing communications from Mr. Kendall and Mr. Decrow, that sheep are not only 
profitably raised in the hilly and mountainous parts of Texas, but also on the 
islands and lowlands along the coast. We presume the few points of difference 
in the experience 6f these gentlemen, are attributable entirely to the difference 
there is in the climate, the soil and grass of the coast and mountain districts, 
which would naturally require some corresponding difference in the breed and 
the management of sheep. We may here remark that, from nearly all parts of 
the State, we have information of the most reliable character, that the people 
are engaging in the raising of sheep very generally, and that every where the 
results have been most encouraging. It seems to be admitted, that it is perhaps 
the most profitable business in which investments can be made by our far- 
mers. The consequence has been, that the demand for sheep to breed from has 
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caused a scarcity in the supply, and a considerable increase in the price. A few 
years more, and we believe wool will constitute one of the leading exports of 
our State. In fact, there is now scarcely a donbt but that Texas is destined to 
become the greatest wool producing State in the Union. 

It may be proper here to remark, that the coarse wooled Mexican sheep were 
raised by the Mexicans, at the few settlements formed by them, from a very early 
period ; bat they never attempted any improvement in the breed. We believe 
Mr. Thos F. McKinuey was one of the first to attempt to improve the quality of 
the wool by the introdoction of sheep from foreign countries. We learn from 
him that he first engaged in sheep raising on the Brazos, in Fort Bend county, 
in 18iO. It was in this year that he imported the Bakewell breed from England, 
Merinos from Vermont, and a cross of Merinos and South Downs from Ohio. 
These he crossed with the Mexican stock. He found the Bakewell breed did not 
suit our climate, being too fat, and subject to diseases. They did not breed well. 
The Mexican sheep had not sufficient constitution and died in severe weather, 
but they were very prolific. His chief difficulty, at this time, was from his sheep 
becoming too fat and dying off from the effects of the summer heat. For many 
years he was unsuccessful. He found that the hog-wallow prairie and the rank, 
coarse sedge grass, common in that part of the State, did not suit sheep. He 
found it necessary to shelter his fat sheep from the sun in the hottest weather. 

Since Mr. McKinney has moved to his present beautiful plaee on Onion Creek, 
near Austin, (about eight years ago,) he has had uninterrupted success with his 
sheep, though he has given but little attention to them, comparatively. 

[TO THE COMPILERS OF THE TEXAS ALMANAC.] 

In preparing a second article upon sheep raising, in this portion of Texas, I 
find that I have but little to acid to the experience I gave you last year ; my suc- 
cess has continned most flattering since September, 1857. The winter of '57-8, 
although very wet, was passed without any loss worth mentioning ; two ewes 
only died, and both from extreme old age rather than from any disease. At any 
time during the months of December, January, February and March, nine out of 
ten of my wethers, although running without shelter, and with no other food 
than what they could pick or crop upon the hill-sides and in the prairie vallies, 
were in better condition for the butcher, than stall-fed animals ordinarily are at 
the North, and since Spring set in the greater number have been too fat for the 
shambles. '' Try and find one poor enough to kill,'' has been the common re- 
quest for three months past, whenever 1 have wanted mutton for my table. 

At this time a few of my younger lambs, and some of the older ew«s, are in 
but indifferent condition: the cause is a common one throughout the Union-— 
more especially when the early Spring and Summer months have been wet, sul- 
try and showery— the grub in the head. I sent to San Antonio for tar at shear- 
ing time, intending to smear the noses of all my sheep ; but I was disappointed 
m receiving a sufficient quantity of that article. The experience of all flock- 
masters goes to prove that by smearing the noses of sheep in spring time, the 
fly which creates the grub is prevented from laying or depositing its eggs in the 
nostrils. Another year, whether it should prove wet or dry, I intend using tar 
freely during the months of May, June and July ; it certainly can do no harm, 
and may be productive of ranch good. 

Three times during the past winter and spring my folds were visited by strag- 
gling woUea, who killed fourteen or fifteen old sheep and lambs in all. A single 
wolf came each time, and it was some satisfaction to see the hide of each hang- 
ing upon the fence the morning after their second visits. Strychnine is potent, 
and any range can be cleared of these pests of the sheep-fold, by its judicious use. 

Ah an evidence of my success for the two past years, or since the Ist of May, 
1856, I will give a short statement of the increase in the number of my sheep, 
and in the amount of wool sheared ; I doubt whether a greater degree of good 
fortune ever attended the efforts of any one engaged in the business. 

In May, 1856, I had some 1850 sheep and lambs, all told ; had I not sold or 
killed any bucks or wethers, I should have been able to count over 4000 at the 
end of May of the present year, 1858. From this it will be seen that I have 
more than doubled the number of my sheep in two years. Meanwhile, the in- 
crease in the amount of wool has more than trebled, as the following will show: 

In May. 1856, I sheared, 2800 pounds. 

^c --^ 1857 - 5100 « 

'-^ '« 1858, '^ 9000 *' 
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and this after selling and killing nearly 400 wethers, and withoat purchasing a 
single animal. When it is taken into consideration that the quality of my wool 
has been materially improved, by breeding from no other than pure Merino 
bucks from the best flocks of Prance and Vermont, it may safely be set down 
that, while the quantity of wool has more than trebled in two years, its value has 
fully qnadrupled. Am I not right in saying that so great a degree of success has 
never attended the efforts of any one engaged in the same business ? 

I cannot reasonably hope for a continuance of such unparalleled good luck or 
fortune ; yet 1 can see no reason why so great a degree of mortality should visit 
my flocks in future, as ordinarily prevails among sheep in Ohio, Pennsylvania or 
Yermont, at all times. Here in the mountains of Comal and Blanco counties, I 
believe it to be impossible for two great scourges of flocks, almost the world 
over, to be generated and spread : I have reference to the foot rot and the scab. 
Nor do I believe that that worst of all epidemics among" sheep— the liver rot — 
can ever cause much loss to our flocks in this high and dry region. Not a case 
hf^ve 1 seen in two years, nor can I pO'int to any causes in the mountains to give 
it a foothold. We might as well look for a visitation of the yellow fever in a 
region where even the lightest bilious attacks are almost unknown, and where 
physicians are compelled to resort to other callings than their regular profession 
to gain a livelihood. 

And if we are to go on and escape the diseases I have enumerated, we have 
undoubtedly the best region for sheep in the wide world. In proof, I would state 
that good grazing lands can still be purchased at from $1 00 to $2 00 per acre, 
and that the cost of watching, salting and caring for a flock of 1000 head, does 
not exceed $225, or twenty-five cents for each sheep per annum. ^ How can the 
Northern and Western wool growers compete with us on lands which they value 
at from $20 to $60 per acre, and where it costs eight or ten times as much to feed 
a single animal a year ? As well might they attempt to raise sugar and cotton 
with the hope of gaining the profits made in Louisiana and Mississippi, as to 
raise wool as cheaply as we can produce it in Texas. 

Attracted by the heavy profits made in this region during the two last years, 
{for it may safely be set down that those engaged in the sheep business have cleared 
from 60 to 80 per cent, per annum on their investments,) quite a number of gen- 
tlemen have started oflf this spring and summer in search of flocks, and others 
will doubtless soon leave. Some have gone to Arkansas and Missouri, others to 
Mexico; 1 am confident that those regions will be completely swept of all the 
surplus sheep they have to spare, and at prices at least 25 per cent, higher than 
«ver paid before. 

Now, whether the new beginner brings in Missouri or Mexican sheep, his first 
thought will naturally be as to the best plan of protecting or sheltering his flock 
during the storms and northers of winter; and on this point I will offer a few re- 
marks. From my own experience, I am of opinion that Merinos, or half or 
three-quarter Merinos, require no shelter over head at all— that they are better 
off without it — that any sheep, with a C(>at of from five to ten lbs. of wool upon 
his back, will keep healthier in an open enclv)sure, during the winter, than under 
a close covered sbed. For all my half, three quarter and full bloods, I intend 
building pens the ensuing winter something on this plan: on the southerly slope 
of a ridge facing my fields, below the crest, which will of itself be some protec- 
tion from the northers, I shall make oblong enclosures, say forty yards long by 
twenty wide, or perhaps fifty yards by fifteen would be better. On the back part, 
running east and west, 1 shall put up a stone wall some five feet high, filling in 
with clay ; the wings will be of the same height, and also filled in with clay ; 
the front I shall make of open rails, with a gate or entrance in the centre. Built 
upon a gentle slope, the interior can always be easily swept or kept clean, and 
if I find that the winter rains make it muddy, I shall flag the enclosure with flat 
stones, of which I fortunately have an abundance. 

Any one can see at a glance that the rear wall will break the force of the fiercest 
norther, already somewhat weakened by the crest of the hill above, and under 
the lee of this wall the sheep will huddle every cold night which comes. As our 
southerly winds are always warm, the rail fence, or fence of posts and rails, 
will be ample protection on that side, and besides, will allow the wash to run off 
easily; and care should be taken that it finds its way to fields below intended for 
cultivation, 

A well- coated Merino cares nothing for snow, or the coldest wind that blows. 
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Nor does ram or sleet affect this breed to any great degree. I had abundant 
evidence of this last winter. Stow them closely under sheds, and many of those 
m the rear are uncomfortably warm. Rain or shine, hot or cold, they must start 
out m the morning to crop their daily food, and if over heated during the night 
colds and inflammations must naturally foUow. Hence I prefer that my well- 
wooled sheep should be penned in the open air. 

On the other hand, I believe that Mexican sheep, or any sheep scantily wooled 
require more protection against snow, sleet or wet weather, nor can they huddle 
so closely under shelter as to overheat themselves during the night. I have a 
shed 150 feet long by 16 wide— the rear and wings, the former against the nortb 
built ot stone and seven feet high, while the front, facing the south, is open. 
Ihe building IS well shingled, is very comfortable, and into this I intend driving 
all my thin-wooled, poor and disabled sheep during the coming winter ; my other 
flocks must "rough it" out of doors. Persons just commencing can put up a 
much cheaper shelter than the above— one which will answer for a year or 
two— but in the long run I believe that a similar shed will be found the most 
economical. 

Another year, should I live, I will give you a third chapter of my experience. 
Respectfully your friend and serv't, GEO. WILKINS KENDALL. 

Port Cavallo. June 1\st, 1858. 

Eds. Almanac :— Having noticed a call in the ''News" of June 15 to the con- 
tributors to your Almanac, should it be acceptable, I will give you my experi- 
ence in sheep-raising in Texas, and endeavor to point out ray own errors as well 
as those of others. First. My locality is the terminus of the peninsula forming 
Matagorda Bay. I first commenced with raising cattle ; the range at that time 
was good, but after a few years it failed, being overstocked, which caused me to 
move them to the mainland ; and I conceived a plan (as anexperimeat) to raise- 
sheep. I sent to Corpus Cbristi and purchased thirteen Mexican ewes (pure) 
that would shear one and a half pounds of wool, or rather hair ; one of them 
was lost before lambing, so it may be said I commenced with twelve ; this was 
in January, 1842. I then bought in New Orleans a ram of common Kentucky 
stock, of the butchers. He was very large, by-tbe-by, and medium wool. I 
kept him for two years, when I bought another finer and large. ' My first object 
was carcass, my second wool, and 1 have not yet seen the error of that course, 
and would recommend it to all beginners in sheep-raising. Too rank a cross 
from one extreme to the other, is not good ; it forms in the oifsf.ring a more slen- 
der constitution, a lack of symmetry, and want of uniformity. So says Youatt, 
B;ikewel!, and so says your humble servant. I found my sheep doing well, 
were healthy, and increased fast, I never have had a shepherd, as there are no 
wolves on this peninsula. 1 have always let my sheep run undisturbed until 
there was a quantity of lambs, when I gather them, mark and alter, and then 
let them go. 

After the expiration .of two years, I sent to New York and bought two South 
Pown rams, which I would recommend as the best sheep for our pra'ries and 
climate ; they are good breeders, often have twins, and, being good nurses, raise 
them well ; the wool is of a medium quality, (sa}' prices with haU-merino) they 
fatten well, in fact better than any other, and grow large. My wethers aver- 
age sixty pounds the carcass, and I frequently kill those that weigh eighty. 
But 1 have a dislike to foreign yams like the following : If you go in London 
market you will see mutton which the butcher says weighs fifty pounds to the 
quarter. But he says nothing to you of those sheep in the same flock, which 
weigh only eight or ten pounds to the same. And he will tell you of a fleece 
weighing twenty pounds, but says nothing of the positive fact, that the average 
fleece of the whole island, is but three pounds. So /can say, I sheared sixteen 
pounds from one ram, and sold it in New York, with my whole crop, for forty 
cents per pound. This does not prove that my wool sold for §6 40 per fleece — it. 
amounted to $1 06^, after paying freight, selling, &c. 

To show the increase of sheep with the above named attention, I will merely 
state I have never bought but one ewe since the above named twelve — it was a 
fine one. I commenced in January, 1842, and in April, 1843, Capt. Grimes 
put into my little flock nineteen ewes and seven wethers. For my little atten- 
tion he gave me one-third of the increase, and in Jan. 1849 he took his part away.. 
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109 in number. This is all the addition I have ever had to my flock, aside from 
the increase. In the spring of 1854 my sheep numbered over 1200. In the hur- 
ricane of September of the same year, I lost over seven hundred, and now they 
have increased to over the former number. This year I sheared 1032, averaging 
a fraction over four pounds per fleece, well washed, notwithjtanding 1 sheared 
quite-small lambs, say one pound each, that the fleece might not become bur- 
densome during hot weather. I never have separated my rams from the ewes. 
I consider it better to let the lambs come about the middle of February or later, 
that the ewes may have green grass and a flow of milk ; and the lambs will be 
large enough at washing and shearing to stand the bustle necessary thereto. 
Washing is a necessary operation. It is a saving in shearing, transportation, 
and appearance of wool. In this flat country we have not the benefit of springs, 
rivulets or falls of water. So I have substituted a wind-mill in a fresh pond to 
pump water into a hogshead or reservoir, to which I have attached two or more 
canvass hose. My pen is sufficiently large to hold all my sheep, with plenty of 
room. Adjoining, and between this and the pond, I have a small pen that will 
hold 100. We first fill this pen and leave the fiock quiet ; the men then take a 
sheep each and proceed to the water, and there soak and wash, or squeeze, the 
wool, aud, last of all, float him under the hose, where he is finished and shoved 
off to swim the small pond and take the prairie. Now this work being done, I 
keep them in a clean portion of the prairie for at least six days ; then com- 
mence shearing. 1 fold the fleece, in the following manner : I lay each fleece on 
a table, the inside down ; putting it in its natural size and shape, as near as may 
be; T then fold in each side half way, and if large, I fold again; 1 then roll 
from the tail end half way, then from the neck to meet ; with a ball of twine 
at hand, I pass it around tightly, cross the same, draw close and tie. These 
fleeces I put in bales for market. 

I have just finished reading an article in your last year's almanac, by G. W. 
Kendall, Esq , with which I beg leave, in some particulars, to disagree. After 
giving his experience in sheep-raising in Texas, he concludes by saying he "has 
now set a man up in sheep-raising, let us now see what he will realize." I ad- 
mit he has set the man up, provided the man has apocketf2iU of rocks. But let 
us take one with a half pocket of rocks ; say, let him take 100 or 1000 Mexican 
sheep, at $2 per head, a ram to every 30 or 40 ewes. They will cost him $6 or $8 
per head ; and if he goes into the business largely, they will do that flock so 
long as they may live, if their lambs are taken from that flock, and put with 
finer rams ; if the flock is small, and will not justify it, keep the rams two years 
and change with a neighbor, or sell and buy again. He says, "From my own 
experience I should recommend pure Merinos." Now I have 600 Mexican ewes, 
purchased a few days ago. I have 13 fine, pure blood Merino rams in my old 
flock, which I have had four years, and intend to exchange or sell, even at half 
price, and furnish my Mexican sheep with rams from my old flock, of my own 
breediug, in preference. Such is my experience. "The Merino brought to the 
flock in proper time, (I admit, as he says) is the hardiest, the healthiest, (as 
healthy) the most gentle, (as gentle) the easiest managed, (as easy) nurse their 
young better, (a mistake) and the longest lived." (I admit, fori have never lost 
one.) One of mine, named the Parson, has the appearance of having been with 
Noah before the mast. The old and exploded notion of sheep and wool degenera- 
ting by being brought from a northern latitude to a more southern, I have disprov- 
ed to my satisfaction. I have had for some years rams from the farm of Mr. 
Campbell, of Vermont, from the State Fair in New York, and from Mark Cock- 
rill, of Tennessee, all of which hold their quantity and quality of wool, and 
keep in good condition; their progeny vigorous and thrifty, if bred to somewhat 
improved sheep, $s stated above. The belief that nothing will do for sheep but 
hills, mountains and rocks, is also a mistake. The only requisite is a dry soil, 
free from fresh marsh and flat aud muddy land, with good water and short grass 
and weeds ; the latter furnishes a great portion of their food. 

Eespectfully yours, THOS. DECROW. 
-^•-^^^•^ 

Chinese Sugar Cane.— At the National Agricultural Society, Mr. D. Jay 
Brown, of the Agricultural Bureau of tlie Patent Office, was introduced to the 
Society for the purpose of giving the result of his experience and investigations 
in regard to the culture in the United States of the Chinese Sugar Cane : 

Sugar, he said, could sometimes be made from the dried stalks, but it is expen- 
sive. It contains saccharine matter as far North as the milky state can be had • 
in Massachusetts it has shown 23 per cent, 
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THE INDIAN RESERVES OF TEXAS. 

The State of Texas, by Act of the Legislature, set apart twelve leagues of 
land, upon which the Texas Indians were to be settled by the U. S. Government. 
Said twelve leagues, or 55,728 acres of land, to be reserved to the United States 
for the use and benefit of the Texas Indians' exclusively. Under the supervision 
of Maj. R. S. Neighbors, eiajht leagues of land were located on the Brazos River, 
below the junction of the Clear Fork and Main Brazos, and about fifteen miles 
below Fort Belknap. This Reservation is called the Brazos Agency, and con- 
tains about eleven hundred souls, consisting of Caddoes, Anadahkoes, Wacoes, 
Tahwacanoes and Tonkahuas. There are other Indians than those tribes named, 
but they are enumerated as Caddoes chiefly. On this Reserve there are six hun- 
dred acres of land in successful cultivation in wheat and corn. The mode of 
culture is the same, or similar to that of the Americans. These Brazos Reserve 
Indians have made extraordinary progress in civilization, since their settlement 
in 1853 ; and are very honest, trustworthy and industrious. They have a school, 
under the charge of Mr. Ellis Combes. Mr. C. reports fifty sckolars in regular 
attendance ; and judging from the interest taken in this educational enterprise 
by the Old Indians, he is inclined to the opinion that good results will come ot 
it On this Reservation there are several good houses built expressly forttie 
transaction of all and any business connected with the Indians. These buildings 
are situated near the centre of the Reserve, in a very pretty mesquit valley, 
the approach to which affords a most lovely and sightly landscape <-apt. b r 
Ross, an old Texian, and a worthy man, is the Special Agent of the United 
States Government, in charge of the Brazos Agency. Capt. Ross long expe- 
rience on the frontier and superior knowledge of the Indian character, eminently 
fits him for the position he occupies. His salary is $1600 per annum. 

The Comanche Reserve is about sixty miles distant from the Brazos Agency, 

and is located on the Clear Fork of the Brazos River forty-five fi^^s above its 

confluence with the Main Brazos. Their Reserve extends over 1<>^;^1^3^« «^^ 

land, and contains four hundred souls-all Comanches, known as the Southern 

band of that tribe. Their head chief is a good man, and has been a valuable 

auxiliary in the reclamation of these Indians from savage life. He is known by 

?henameof Ketemesie. The Comanches have not ^^^^ ^^^^^"['f P/^f.^l^l 

the Brazos Reserve Indians-not that they are any more i^^^l^^^^^, f,^/' ^'^^ 

because of their total estrangement heretofore from the ^^,^^«^%^^f,«^f,^^"^^i*^ 

the white man. The Indians on the Brazos Reserve have always lived near, and 

freauentlv among the white settlers, while the Comanches have been outside of 

ainXrcourfeo?a friendly nature. This agency is furnished with all necessary 

buidinTs and like the Brazos Agency, is supplied with competent and trusty 

worthv farmers and artizans. The Comanches have a good crop this year and 

wUlMT^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^* '" ^"'^^ themselves. Col. M. Leeper is their 

^^vlliritllefof^^^^^^^ very liberal in its appropriations for 

the benefi of the reclarmed savage, and has spared neither trouble or expense 

i^n thP fnrtherance of the peace policy-a policy which is now beginning to show 

IL good eS It does th'^s^ Indian-is due to the cause of humanity, 

and reflects great credU up .^^^^ (Government for all the 

Maj. R. S. Neighbors is tne super s | ^ rj.^ ^^^^^ ^g too well known 

t^hTor.hourfh^^ ^-^ eulogistic of his public 

slTcS To him m^^^ any other, should be ascribed the success of the 

Texas Indians. inrisdiction to the United States over ten miles 

Texas has ;y'^^'yej^°*«L-^^"f,''\"o prevent the sale or traffic in intoxicating 

adjoining each Reserve^ This '? J" ^P^^j j^ ^,i ^^i^in^i ^ases, on both Be- 

lX"as'w\^rhalethMian?pS regulations, of the strictest sort, for their 
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own government. Their immediate agents are constituted magistrates, before 
whom all or any offenders are brought for trial. There is less theft or distur- 
bance, of any kind, among these people, than there is aMong the same popula- 
tion of Americans. Suffice it that the Feeding or Peace Policy in Texas is a 
success. It has demonstrated, beyond a doubt, that Indians can be civilized and 
reclaimed. The Brazos Reserve Indians have tended their own crops, which 
will compare favorably with any in the State; and have also kept from fifty to 
one hundred men on ranging service during the season, and have been great pro- 
tection to tbe frontier, 

Charles E. Barnard, Esq., is the authorized Government Indian Trader for 
both Reserves. Mr. B. has been trading with the Indians on the frontier for a 
period of fifteen years or more. He is well known to all the Indians in Texas, 
and enjoys their entire confidence. It is nothing but justice to Mr. Barnard to 
say that his services have been invaluable to the Indian Agents in carrying out 
the views of the Federal Government, The trading with the Indians is not so 
profitable now as it was some years past, when the Indians depended upon their 
hunting for means of support. The trade in skins and peltries is entirely stopped, 
and the Indians now look to tbe products of their farms and stock-raising for 
support. They have generally good stocks of hogs, cattle and horses, and are 
doing well with them. A. J. B. 



TRAVELING FACILITIES IN TEXAS BY U. S. MAIL 
CONVEYANCE. 

For the accommodation of our traveling community, we have been at some 
trouble to get up a list of coach and hack service throughoui the State. The 
connections are believed to be close ; and, as a general thing, the service is as 
good as can be found elsewhere. From this list it will be seen that nearly every 
portion of the State is accessible. The usual price (average) is about ten cents 
per mile, and travel is both day and night. 

Travelers leaving Galveston can, by steamboat, go to Liberty, and thence, by 
four-horse coaches, via Smitbfield, Livingston^ Moscow and Sumpter, to Crockett. 

The same point can be arrived at by steamboat to Houston ; thence by Central 
and Houston Railroad to Cypress ; thence by four-horse coaches, via Rosehill, 
Montgomery, Huntsviile and Cincinnati. 

At Crockett four-horse coaches go to Nacogdoches, via Alto and Douglas ; also, 
from Crockett, via Palestine and Kickapoo, to Tyler. 

From Nacogdoches four-horse coaches, via Mellrose, San Augustine, Milam 
and Sabine Town, to Alexandria, in Louisiana. 

Also, from Nacogdoches to Waco, ma Rusk, Palestine, Fairfield and Springfield. 

Also, from Nacogdoches, via Crockett, Huntsviile, Austin, Washington and 
Independence, to Brenham. 

Also, from Nacogdoches four-horse coaches, vta Mt. Enterprise, Henderson and 
Camden, to Marshall, and thence to Shreveport, La. 

From Huntsviile two-horse hacks, via Madison ville, Leona, Centre ville, Fair- 
field and Corsicana, to Waxahachie, striking at this latter iDoint the great 
Northern mail from San Antonio to Clarksville.^ 

From Henderson, two-horse hacks, via London, Tyler, Bayet's Ferry, Athens, 
Corsicana and Dresden, to Waco, striking then the great Northern mail. 

From Marshall, four-horse coaches, via Jefferson, Dangerfield and Mount 
Pleasant, to Clarksville. 

From Marsharll, also, to Tyler. 

Also, from Shreveport, via Marshall, Henderson and Rusk, to Crockett. 

From Palestine to Dallas. 

From Houston, via Railroad, to Hempstead ; thence to Waco, via Anderson, 
Piedmont Springs, Boonville, Wheelock, Owen ville, Alto Springs and Marlin. 

From Hempstead, via Rock Island, to Washington, connecting with the line 
through to Brenham from Nacogdoch^. 

From Hempstead, via Chappell Hiil, Brenham, Round Top, La Grange and 
Bastrop, to Austin, connecting with the great Northern Line to San Antonio. 
At La Grange connections made to Gonzales. 

*See Route from San Antonio. 
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From Houston, or Harrisbiirg, by Railroad to Richmond ; thence to Columbus. 
At Columbus connections made to La Grange ; also, via Hallettsville to Gonzales. 

At Richmond connections made to Wharton. 

From Galveston, via Velasco, to Matagorda. 

From Galveston, by steamer, to Indianola, connecting at Saluria with Stage to 
Aransas, and thence by boat to Corpus Christi. 

Also, at Indianola, by Stage, to Victoria, via Port Lavaca. 

At Victoria, connecting with Stage to Gonzales ; also, via Yorktown and 
Sutherland's Springs to San Antonio. 

From Victoria to Goliad ; thence, by Helena and Pano Maria, to San Antonio. 

From Gonzales, via Lockhart, to Austin, 

From Gonzales, via Seguin, to San Antonio. 

Prom San Antonio, via New Braunfels, San Marcos, Austin, Georgetown, 
Belton, Waco, Mellford, Chambers' Creek, Waxahachie, Lancaster, Dallas, 
McKinney, Bonham and Paris, to Clarksville ; thence, through Arkansas to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Prom Galveston, via steamer, to Sabine City ; thence, by steamboat, to Steep 
Bluff, and thence, i;m Woodville and Jonesville, to Nacogdoches. 

From Huntsville, three times per week, to Cold Springs, Swartwout, Living- 
ston, Woodville, Burrs' Ferry. Hineston to Chaneyville, La., connecting at the 
latter point with a line to the mouth of Red River. 

These are the ascertained routes. There are, however, other contracts, known 
as Star bids at the Postoface Department, which are expected to be run with 
Coaches and Hacks, and our arrangements are, that all such will be added to 
this list speedily. 



OUTLINE OF TEXAS GEOLOGY. 

[By Professor C. G, Foeshet, Superintendent of the Texas Military Institute.] 
The Water-Shed of Texas is of such form that all her streams converge 
towards a common centre, in the Mexican Gulf. The dip of her Geological 
formations is inferred, from this harmony of surface slope, to conform, in gen- 
eral, to the Water-Shed. So, the margin of the Gulf has a curve, to which the 
marginal outcrops of these formations are approximately parallel, the main 
streams lying nearly as radii to these curves. 

Th e entire seaboard of Texas is composed of what Geologists call " Shingle." 
This im-plies, " reprisals from the sea," or, *' contributions to the land," made 
by the waves at the sea- shore, and by the recession of the waters. It would 
appear that our coast is all in the process of emergence, by a gradual elevation, 
while the entire alluvion of the Mississippi Delta is sinking. The Gulf coast 
beyou d the Delta, however, is like the Texas coast, emerging— at least, is gaining 
" Shingle" at the Beach. 

Di LUViuM.— Next to the Shingle, the Diluvial, or drift-beds, occupy the gentler 
slopes, nearer to the Gulf. In these there are no rocks, and near the coast but 
few pebbles. Interior, at thirty to sixty miles from the coast, the gravel beds 
and heavy angular sands, and next the pebbles make their appearance, btili 
further interior, where other formations prevail, the&e beds overlie all others, 
in a large portion of the country, forming all the celebrated Red Lands, and all 
the Drift or Boulder and Pebble Beds not found in the valleys of streams. 

But these Diluvial Beds are very irregularly distributed, and are generally 
thin, and, in many places, are entirely wanting. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' _, , . 

Tertiary Beds.— Next beneath the Diluvial beds (of clay, sand, gravel and 
pebbles) lie the beds, known to Geologists, as Tertiary. Their margin is 
marked in Texas, generally by the first hills, or decide^dly rolling auds; and 
they certain the first rocks we find in traveling interior from the ^^^^ J^^f ^t 

Examinations have not been sufficiently extended to mark the subdivisions of 
this formation into its four well marked^)eriods or ages-namely, Eoc^ene, Mio 
cene, Pleiocene and Recent; but probacy the first and last of these will be 
found , if not the two intermediate , ,-, ir ■ a \.^ +1, 

The curve of oatcrop of the lertiary beds next the Galf, as examined by the 
writer, would pass through the folIowiDg points: «°"'=i«f«'^8 °f,*^,^„ ^'''^t"'* 
river, a short distance from Fort Stoddard, on a right line .0 Monticello, on Peart 
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fliver; Grand Gulf and Yicksburg, on the Mississippi; Prairie De Cote, below 
Columbia on the Ouachita; Mouth of the Rigeletde Bon Dieu, Red River;_Lowe s 
Ferry, on latitude 31, on the Sabine; a few miles above Smithfield, on the Trinity; 
San Felipe, on the Brazos, and Columbus, on the Colorado River. Beyond this 
point, south-west, the writer has not personally examined, but would trace the 
base of the hills next the Gulf, gradually nearing the coast down to Corpus 
Christi. where the Artesian borings penetrated Tertiary beds very near to the 
surface'. The width of the Tertiary belt will appear from the partial indication 
we shall give of the cretaceous margin. 

The Tertiary belt has a varying width in Mississippi and Louisiana of one 
hundred and twenty to one hundred and sixty miles. This width would be much 
increased if we carryitsGulf side limit down to where it is last visible in the 
beds of streams— to ^"^dney and Natchez, Mississippi, Harrisonburg, and near 
Alexandria, Louisiana, &c. 

The first evidence of its presence will be found in the creek and river beds 
and banks, where the pebbles aud ochres of the Drift beds will be found lying on 
a soft, imperfectly formed sand-stone. The surface of that rock marks the 
boundary between the Drift and Tertiary. 

The belt seems to grow narrower as it is pursued westward, and between San 
Antonio and the Gulf seems to be less than fifty miles in width. 

The Tertiary beds are generally distinguished by the great abundance and 
variety of their marine and gigantic sauroid fossils, their Gypsums, Ochres, 
Mineral Springs, and their marls. No metals but iron need to be expected in 
these beds. This invaluable mineral nature seems to have strewn, with bound- 
less prodigality, over almost every Geological field. The Lignites, or imperfectly 
formed aluminous coal, (almost worthless,) is also found, in unlimited abun- 
dance, in the older periods of the Tertiary. 
All these abound in various portions of the Texas Tertiary Belt. 
In addition to these, a good and easily wrought building material, in the form 
of sand stone, often calcareous— the lime sometimes prevailing — is to be found 
over nearly every portion of the Tertiary field. There is promise, too, of very 
rich rewards for scientific enquiry, especially in Paleontology. For instance, 
the foot-prints in the calcareous sand-stone about Rutersville, Fayette county, 
appear in great numbers, and of genera entirely new, have been discovered, 
and in part described by the writer. They appear Equine, Cervine and Sepine, 
each of several species. 

Cretaceous Beds. — Some Geologists classify these as Tertiary, and others as 
Secondary. They are certainly older than the former, of which we have been 
treating, but contain many minerals and fossils in common with the older Ter- 
tiary beds; and the distinction between the two formations is chiefly Paleon- 
tological. 

They appear in Texas very near at its North-eastern corner, and trending 
south-westwardly, they pass beneath the Tertiary beds about Tyler, Palestine, 
Leona, Caldwell, Bastrop, Gonzales, and down through Live Oak county. 
Thence, to the Rio Grande, no information enables us to trace the formations. 

But, from about the boundary indicated, and in the beds of streams still further 
south-east, the Cretaceous beds extend uninterrupted all over habitable Texas. 
The vast area of fertile country north and west of this line derives its exceeding 
productiveness from the rich marls and clays, disintegrating shells and lime- 
stones of the Cretaceous beds. 

They abound in calcareous sand rocks, limestone and Cretaceous marbles, in 
iron and Ochreous ores, in Gypsum and marls, and springs and living streams of 
water over a large portion of their extent. 

The elevated mounds and conical hills that abound at the sources of the Col- 
orado and the Brazos, seem to be protrusions through the Cretaceous beds, of 
primary and secondary rocks, some exhibiting granite, some carboniferous rocks 
from the coal regions, and others the lower Silurian rocks of the Transition 
Period. 

But if we except the range of mountains under the name of Guadalupe, 
stretching north and south, near the Pecos River, there is no district of country ' 
in northern or western Texas which is not properly embraced nnder the title 
Cretaceous. 

Those mountains, as far as examined, seem to be an np-heaval that brings to 
view the beds of the Carboniferous and Transition Rocks, with an abrupt 

9 
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cleavage of 3,000 feet, the western half being entirely wanting, or lying undis- 
tarbed beyond the line of up-heaval. 

Some of the evidences here brought to light, furnish a vague promise, that in 
the bosom of the earth, if not upon her surface, that vast and forestless expanse 
may afTord fuel for a future possible population. But beyond these partial promi- 
ses, at that remote region, there is but little ground for hope that Texas will 
ever be able to add coal fields to her many other resources for wealth and power. 

To the Geological Survey recently ordered by the wisdom and liberality of our 
Legislature, we confidently look for results which shall prove invaluable to 
science, as well as sources of wealth and happiness to our industrial population. 

With great deference to those, (if any,) who may have carried their observa- 
tions upon our Geology farther, or arrived at different^onclusions, from their 
exploratioDS, these outlines are, with difBdence, submittied to the readers of the 
Texas Almanac, for 1859. 



EXPEDITION UNDER JOHNSON AND GRANT, 

Editors Texas Almanac : 

In compliance with your request, I proceed to give you the facts in relation to 
the expedition, under Colonels Johnson and Grant, which set out from San An- 
tonio in December, 1835 ; and I do this the more williugly because I have seen 
many erroneous statements in regard to that expedition. I arrived in Sail An- 
tonio the second day after the capitulation of Cos, in company with Hugh and 
JoTin H Love, all of us Georgians, having come through from Nacogdoches. 
The Texians who had aided in taking San Antonio, had all left for their homes, 
and we found there United States volunteers numbering some four hundred and 
sixtv who were then proposing an expedition to take Matamoros, and m three 
or four days after our arrival, the expedition was fully organized, and we joined 
it Col Francis W. Johnson was elected to command, while Dr. James M. Grant 
was elected Lieutenant-Colonel, and Capt. Robt. Morris, of the New Orleans 
Grevs was elected Major ; aud, in his place, Capt. Wm. G. Cook was elected to 
command the Grays. Another company was commanded by Capt. Pearson, 
who had been connected with a threatre in New Orleans, and another by Capt. 
T lewelvn I do not remember the commanders of the other companies. Ihe 
whole number of men was about four hundred. The expedition soon set out for 
Goliad leaving Col. Iseil in command of the Alamo with some sixty men. I 
hPliPve Travis, Crockett, and others, had not yet arrived. Major Bonham, of 
Sonth Carolina, proceeded with us to Goliad, but returned to the Alamo, as he 
had received some appointment from Travis. Having arrived at the Cibo o, we 
iPfTrned that a Convention had been called to meet at San Felipe^and we elected 
two delecrates to represent us-one of them a Mr. Conrad. Having reached 
Goliad after a march of six or seven days, we there found Capt. Phillip Dimniit 
in^command of a company, and in a day or two after, he raised the flag of in- 
denendinc-e-the first, I believe, that was ever unfurled in Texas. There was 
Tint thf^n T^robablv a dozen in our expedition in favor of that measure. When 
we set out from San Antonio, we expected to join Col. Fannin, who, we heard 
h-Td arrived in Matagorda Bay with about one thousand men. It was arranged 
tn ioin him at Copano, to which place he was to proceed by a steamer from 
Mftalorda Bav Three or four days after our arrival at Goliad, Gen. Houston 
fn^ rnl Rocklev with some five or six others, came there, Gen. Houston then 
n?oclaiming bimself strongly in favor of the expedition to take Matgmoras. 
After remaining in Goliad about a week, we proceeded to the Mission of Refugio 
in order to be nearer to Fannin on his arrival at Copano, and Gen. Houston and 
Ms half a dozen companions followed us there. But after rea^chmg that place 
he made a suong speech against the proposed expedition to Matamoras ; and 
^onfe of us then attributed his change of opinion in regard to that measure, to 
ihTffot ?hat he found Fannin would be chosen to command the expedition. 
How/ver this may be, Houston succeeded in detaching a large portion of the 
S^n^ who had iMned us so that we found but sixty-four left who were willing to 
^ry^^ththiismtn number we proceeded to San Patricio, most of the New 
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Orleans Grays having left, and Captains Pearson and Llewelyn having only a 
part of their companies. As there were not probably half a dozen of us who 
lived to return, 1 will give the names of all I remember, namely : Colonels 
Johnson and Grant, Major Robert Morris, Daniel J. Toler, Dr. Hoyt, of South 
Carolina, Dr. Hart, of New Orleans, John H. Love, James M. Miller, nephew of 
Gov. Stephen Miller, of South Carolina, Cass, of Philadelphia, Car- 
penter, of Tennessee, Francis, a Creole of Louisiana, Langanheim, a German, 

Scuriock and Jones. We received information from Fannin that he would 

be at Copano as soon as possible, but had been unavoidably detained in Mata- 
gorda Bay ; and be wished us to collect together as many horses as possible to 
enable him to mount his men. For this purpose, and in order to scout the 
country, we divided our men into two parties, one of which remained in San 
Patricio under Col. Johnson, while the other proceeded westward in search of 
horses, &c., under Col. Grant, i went out with this party. Having reached the 
Sal Colorado, about sixty miles from San Patricio, we fell in with some half a 
dozen Mexicans guarding three or four hundred head of horses that had been 
sent out there to be recruited for the service of Urrea's division of the invading 
army, then preparing to set out. We ascertained that Roderiguez, their Captain, 
was encamped near by with a small force, and we made the men guarding the 
horses (whom we took prisoners) guide us to the Camp of Roderigues, which we 
reached by going in single file by a narrow pathway throutrh a dense thicket of 
chapparel, and finally found the encampment in a small open space surrounded 
on all sides by this chapparel. The tents were enclosed around by brush thrown 
up, and guarded by a Sentinel. The Sentinel; on seeing us, fired his scopet at 
me, as 1 was in the lead, but missed me, and I then shot him. We jumped over 
the brush at once, and making for the tents, we took them all prisoners without 
firing another gun. This was just at day break. I took Roderiguez myself, 
though he surrendered only after much resistance. We then returned to San 
Patricio with our prisoners, sixty-seven in all, and several hundred horses. 
Colonels Johnson and Grant agreed to release the prisoners from close confine- 
ment upon parole, Roderigues pledging his honor that they would not leave ; 
but they all soon left regardless of their parole. 

Our party started out on another expedition immediately, going north of the 
road to Matamoras. On the second day out a Mexican fell in with us, pretend- 
ing that he wished to join us, and that he could bring with him a small Mexican 
company of mounted men. We suspected him for a spy, and our suspicions were 
confirmed in the morning when we found he had lett during the night. Our 
guide had informed us that there was a party of .some fifty Mexicans a little 
ahead of us, with several hundred horses, and we, therefore, made an early start 
but when we came in sight of them, we found them moving off, and driving their 
horses before them. We pursued them to the Rio Grande, where we overtook 
them, and, as they were attempting to cross pel-mel, some of them were 
drowned. Having taken a considerable number of their horses, we returned on 
our way back to San Patricio, visiting the different ranches, getting all the 
horses we could, and sometimes buying them at a dollar a head. We had reached 
the Agua Dulce, within some twenty miles of San Patrico, and, in high spirits 
we made an early start from that place, one morning, Col. Grant, Placido 
Buenevidas and myself being about half, a mile a head to lead the horses, and 
the rest of the company following. We were passing between two large iriotts 
when suddenly there came out from each of those motts several hundred Mexican 
dagroons, who quickly closed in, surrounding both the horses and our party 
Grant, Placido and myself might then have made our escape, as we were well 
mounted and some distance in advance ; but our first impulse being to relieve 
our party, we returned without reflecting upon the impossibility of doing any 
good against so large a number, forthere were at least one thousand dragoons 
under the immediate command of Urrea himself. We then at once understood 
that Urrea had come in on the main road some distance below, or to the South of 
us— that he had been to San Patricio, and hadprobably slaughtered Johnson and 
his party Placido wished to return with us, but Grant persuaded him to start 
forthwith for Goliad, and give Fannin information of Urrea's arrival. We had 
been absent from San Patricio some ten or twelve days. As Grant and myself 
approached to join our party, the dragoons opened their line, and we passed in 
We at once saw that most of our party had already been Killed, and we decided 
to sell our own lives as dearly as possible. My horse was quickly killed with a 
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lance, but Grant told me to mount Maj. Morris' horse, as Morris had just been 
killed. I did so, but without seeing any object to be accomplished by it. Just 
at that moment the horses took a stampede, and broke the lines of dragoons, 
and Grant and myself finding ourselves then the only survivors of our party, 
followed in the wake of the horses, the dragoons shooting after us, and wound- 
ing our horses in several places, but not badly. As we were flying a dragoon 
rushed upon me with his lance set, but I knocked it one side and shot him, 
holding my pistol almost against his breast; and scarcely stopping, 1 fled with 
Grant, the Mexicans following, and some of them occasionally coming up with 
^jis, and crying out to us to surrender and our lives would be saved. But we knew 
better, and continued to fly, but the number of those overtaking us became 
larger and larger, and after we had run six or seven miles, they surrounded us, 
when, seeing no further chance of escape, we dismounted, determined to make 
tbem pay dearly for our lives. As 1 reached the ground a Mexican lanced me 
in the arm, but Grant immediately shot him dead, when I seized his lance to 
defend myself. Just as he shot the Mexican, I saw Grant fall, pierced with 
several lances, and a moment after I found myself fast in a lasso that had been 
thrown over me, and by which I was dragged to the ground. I could do no more, 
and only regretted that I had not shared the fate of all the rest of my party. 
After^Grant fell I saw some tea or a dozen oflicers go up and run their swords 
through bis body. He w^as well known to them, having lived a long time in 
Mexico. They had a bitter grudge against him. 

I was then lashed upon a horse and taken to the ground where the fight first 
•ommenccd, where 1 saw most of our men lying dead. Among others whom I 
recognized, was one poor fellow named Carpenter, from Tennessee, who was 
fatally wounded, but not quite dead. When it was discovered that he was alive, 
one of the dragoons was ordered to finish him. He dismounted, and, while poor 
Carpenter was asking to have his life spared, he struck him on the head with 
bis escopette, and thus ended his existence. I was then taken to San Patricio, 
and there confined in a small hut for seven or eight days, during which time I 
knew nothing of the fate of Gol. Johnson's command. On the second day of 
my confinement, I was approached by Gen. Urrea's interpreter, who proposed to 
ine that I should be released on condition that I would go with a flag of truce 
T.o Col. Faunin. and propose to him that, if he would surrender, he and his men 
should be sent safely back to the United States. The reason for making me this 
-OToposition was doubtless the fact of their having found letters about me from 
Col. Fannin, with whom I had been on intimate terms, we both having come 
from the same section of the State of Georgia. I refused to accede to this 
proposition, assigning as my reason, that he required me to state what was not 
•iiue, that the Mexican forces under him were very large, and suck as would 
overpower him ; but I certainly would not have been the bearer of any proposi- 
tion that would have been dishonorable to onr army, or have prejudiced our 
jause. Urrea then said that I would have to be executed according to Santa 
Anna's orders. It was probably my indiff'erence and recklessness of life, under 
^he circumstances, that saved my life. I was then taken out to be shot, but was 
soared through the interposition of a priest and a Mexican lady, named Alvarez. 
After having been kept in San Patricio some seven or eight days, I was taken 
out of my place of confinement to be sent to Matamoros, when 1 was surprised 
T.o see some five or six of the men belonging to Col. Johnson's command, brought 
out at the same time, for the same purpose. They had been confined in another 
place entirely unknown to me, and, as I then learned, were the only men of 
Johnson's command that had not been killed, except Johnson himself, John H. 
Love James M. Miller and Daniel J. Toler, who made their escape by a fortu- 
nate 'circumstance. An understrnding had been had between the Mexicans and 
the few inhabitants of the town, that on the night when the attack upon the 
town was to be made, the citizens should have lights burning in their houses, 
by which means they would be knowm and saved, while all the balance were 
10 be slaughtered. It happened that on that night Johnson and Toler were en- 
^•^aged in writing to a very late hour, and their light therefore saved them and 
zhe other two who were with them, till they had notice of the attack, and were 
thus enabled to make their escape. , . ^ 

I was then marched, with the other prisoners, to Matamoros, being five or six 
days on the road ; and on our arrival we were imprisoned and kept several days 
without food or drink. Soon after our arrival, we were informed that orders 
had been received from Santa Anna for our execution ; but Gen. Fernandez, 
commanding at Matamoros, to whom these orders had been sent, delayed the 
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execution, for the purpose of going through a mock trial. We were all taken 
out and questioned separately, taking near two days with each of us. We were 
then formally condemned, and sentenced to be shot on the 6th of April, 1836. 
We had been in Matamoras from about the 1st of March. On the appointed 
day for our executioD, we were all taken out, weak and greatly emaciated trom 
the painful manner of our confinement and want of food. The sentence was 
read to us; but we were respited by the interposition of the priests and women who 
had been influenced by our American friends residing in Matamoros. A large 
church had been commenced, but was left unfinished for the want of funds. It 
was by the promise of the money requisite to complete it, that the priests ex- 
erted their potverful influence in our behalf, but the money was promised merely 
for a respite of nine days, during which time a messenger v/as to be dispatched 
to the City of Mexico, to try and obtain a reprieve. The messenger returned, 
having (much to our astonishment) obtained a commutation of the sentence 
from death to perpetual confinement. We were kept in close confinement from 
that time till the latter part of December following, subjected to every priva- 
tion and half starved, and only taken out of our close and filthy pri>son occa.- 
sionally to sweep the streets, when we were always under a strong guard. We 
were barefooted and nearly destitute of all clothing, and death was preferable 
to such a condition of wretchedness. Finally myself and McNeely, of Louis- 
iana, having been advised that our friends had horses prepared for'our flight, 
provided we could once escape from our confinement, determined that we would 
use every exertion to get out, or die in the attempt. During the year we had 
often asked for the privilege of sleeping in the prison yard, which was enclosed 
by a wall fourteen feet high. It was not till the latter part of December that 
McNeely and myself finally prevailed on the officers to grant us this privilege 
for one night The time was propitious, as it was dark and rainy. A guard of 
twelve men alternated in watcbing over us. Near 12 o'clock, while we were 
apparently asleep, I observed the guard with their cloaks, or blankets on their 
bayonets over their heads, trying to protect themselves from the rain. Vv e 
seized the opportunity', and glided unperceived to the wall of the quartelle or 
enclosure. After exhausting our ingenuity in devising means to reach the top 
of the wall, it was finally decided that McNeely, who was a tall man, should 
place himself against the wall close to a back house, which was not quite so 
high ; and having done so, I sprang from his shoulders so as to reach the top, 
when he was able, by getting hold of my feet, to climb up by my side. We 
then immediately jumped down the other side, but were discovered by the sen- 
tinel on the wall, who gave the alarm, and only succeeded in making our escape 
by the darkness of the night. After groping about the remainder of that night, 
without being able to find our friends, we secreted ourselves during the follow- 
ing day, and the next night succeeded in procuring horses and weapons, and' 
then we proceeded up the Rio Grande to find a favorable point for crossing, 
traveling in the night and laying concealed in the daytime, till we reached a 
crossing a little below Mier, early one morning, where, seeing a canoe on the 
opposite bank, I swam over for it, and with it we both crossed, swimming our 
horses. Before we had reached the opposite bank, we discovered a large number 
of Mexicans riding up in pursuit of us, but fortunately we were unperceived by 
them, and made good our landing on the opposite bank. Having again mounted 
our horses, we pursued our way over the trackless prairie as well as we could, 
but often lost our course, and it was not till after much exposure, and several 
narrow escapes, that we finally arrived among our friends in Texas. We ar- 
rived at the Guadalupe, opposite Victoria, the latter part of December, or the 
first of January, during a fall of sleet, when the river was near an overflow, 
called to the opposite bank for somebody to bring the ferry-boat over for us, but 
Col. Clark L, Owen, who was then in command of a company at that place, sus- 
pected a decoy by the enemy, and it was not till some time bad passed, that he 
finally came over for us. 

1 have thus given you all the leading events of our disastrous expedition 
under Col. Grant, of which I was the only survivor, except Placido Buenevidas, 
who carried the first news of our slaughter to Fannin. I have omitted many* 
events and details of suffering that would probably be interesting to many, but 
which would extend this communication too much for your use. It may be 
proper to remark that Mr, McNeely is now a member of the Legislature of Lou- 
isiana. The other prisoners who were with us were finally released, by the influ- 
ence of their friends, some four or five months after our escape. 

Yours, &c., R. R. BROWN. 
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PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN TEXAS. 

li Jlwl^r*.^^^^.^ ^- ^y^^ unquestionably belongs the credit of having estab- 
fiuhf ^\l^'^} Episcopal parish in Texas. In the year 1838, this devoted and 
taithful Minister liaving been sent out as a Missionary from the P. Episcopal 

S.a '''?-n'1 u^ Y'''^^'^ ^^^-^^^^ ^"^'^^'^^ =^^ Matagorda. He continued his labors 
tneietillbehad gathered a congregation, established a school, and built a 
cburch. He died in 1849, while on a visit to .his native State, Yermont, greatly 
oeloved and lamented. Two other clergymen were tempoi arily in the Republic, 
but did not long remain in it. ^ f ) 

On the 14th of January, 1841, Kev. B. Eaton, also sent out as a Missionary, 
arrived at Galveston. He soon organized a parish there, anrl was called to the 
Kectorship, which he accepted. For a few mouths he divided his time between 
iviilveston and Houston, after which he confined bis labors to the former place. 
Ihe first Church was opeued in June, 1842. It was blown from its foundation, 
and greatly injured, the following September. It was repaired and reopened in 
about six months. The corner stoue of the present church edifice was laid on 
ih_anksgiving day, 18.35, and it was first opened for Divine service, November 1, 
1857. The extreme length of the building is 154 feet, width 66. It can be made 
to accommodate 1500 people. Mr. Eaton is still at his post. 

In February, 1843, Rev. Charles Gillette, also a Missionarv, arrived at Galves- 
ton,, and after some time spent in examination of various lo'^calities, took charge 
of the congregation at Houston, the organization of which had been commenced 
by Mr. Eaton. The Presbyterian Minister leaving about that time, Mr. Gillette 
was courteously invited to occupy their place of worship. He soon gathered a 
strong congregation, and commenced efforts for the erection of the present church 
edifice, which was first opened for worship on Easter Day, April 4tb, 1847. Mr. 
Gillette has remained in the Diocese, employed a part of the time, at the call of 
the Convention, as Rector of, and in the collection of funds for, the institution 
known as " St, Paul's College." He is;at present Rector of a flourishing parish 
at Austin. The school above mentioned remains in abeyance, awaiting the dawn 
of better time?. 

The great want of this church has been the oversight of a resident Bishop, all 
efforts to secore which have, up to this time, failed. In 1840, Bishop Polk, now 
of Louisiana, made a partial visitation of the churches and missionary stations. 
In 1844^ he again visited the churches in Texas, and his representations to the 
General Convention, in October of that year, induced that body to elect and send 
out the Rt. Rev. G. W. Freeman, '■• Missionary Bishop of Arkansas, and to exer- 
cise supervision over the Missions of this Church in the Republic of Texas." 
This venerable man made thirteen visitations to Texas, at the close of the 
eleventh of which be said he had traveled in going and coming, and in the State, 
about tkirty-five tlwusand miles. A single extract from one of hi« reports will 
not be out ot place: " We had a tedious and wearisome journey, and one of 
some peril, as about midnight the stage was upset, falling heavily down an in- 
clined plane, with six passengers inside. By the good Providence of God no es- 
sential injury was sustained. No one was hart but myself.'''' ( I ) Owing to the 
infirmities of advancing age, and the immense labor involved in the charge of 
so extensive a field, he resigned the care of Texas in 1857. Whatever the merits 
of Bishop Freeman, he was devotedly attached to the church of his choice, and 
to her standards. He served her faithfully. He was a man of great simplicity 
of character, and preached God's word plainly and pungently. He died at Little 
Rock, on the 29th of April, 1858, in the 70th year of his age. Forever green be 
his memory in Texas. 

The organization of this Diocese was eflected on the 1st of January, 1849. At 
that time there were six clergymen of this church in Texas, six organized par- 
ishes, and three churches built, two only of which supported their Ministers 
without aid from the Missionary fund. There are at present twenty-three or- 
ganized parishes in union with the Convention, and some twelve church edifices. 
^At the last Convention there were reported bat tv/elve clergymen in the Diocese. 
The Episcopal Church cannot be claimed as in any sense a pioneer church, but 
perhaps here, as elsewhere, she may yet act an important part as the conserva- 
tor of sound and wholesome doctrines, and as preserver of the public weal. 

L. H. J. 
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OVERLAND MAIL ROUTE BETWEEN SAN ANTO- 
NIO, TEXAS, AND SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. 

One of the most important events, as regards the inter-oceanic communica- 
tion across this continent, was the contract entered into with the Government 
of the United States, by James E. Birch, now deceased, for the transportation of 
a semi-monthly mail between San Antonio and San Diego. This contract was 
consummated in June, 1867. Mr. Birch was a citizen of Swansea, Mass., but he 
unfortunately was one of the several hundreds who lost their lives by the disas- 
ter of the steamship Central America, on the 11th of September last, being then 
on his way to New York, from Calilornia, where tie had been to make arrange- 
ments to carry out bis contract. He had appointed Moj. J. C. Woods his Agent 
and (reneral Superintendent, before be left New York, and the latter proceeded 
immediately to the discharge of his duties, and sent forward tlie necessary out- 
fits from New York, to take the first mail from San Antonio on July 9th. Maj. 
Woods left 'anew York for San Antonio June 24th, and arrived at the latter place 
Julyjllth, and started the second mail, and the first by coach, from San Antonio, 
July 24tb, having employed Capt, Skillman as a conductor. The Pimos villages 
was the point fixed upon, as the most suitable intermediate station for the mails 
from San Antonio and San Diego, from which the two mail trains from San An- 
tonio and San Diego should exchange mails, and turn back. Major Woods ex- 
pended large sums of money in stocking the whole route with the several hun- 
dred mules necessary, in furnishing mail coaches, and supplying all the mail 
stations with corn and hav for the teams, and with provisions for the large num- 
ber of employees required for a mail route nearly fifteen hundred miles in length, 
and through an unsettled country, much of which was infested with hostile In- 
dians. Maj. Woods himself accompanied this second mail, and went entirely 
through to San Diego, making all the necessary arrangements at every station, 
as he went, and keeping an accurate journal of each day's travel, noting the 
distances, the character of the road, face of the country, and everything of gen 
eral interest. His average day's travel on this first through trip by coaches, 
was just about 40 miles, including all delays by accidents and otherwise; that 
is, he was just 38 days from San Antonio to San Diego. 

Maj. Woods first heard of the death of Mr. Birch two days after his arrival in 
San Diego, and this unfortunate event greatly disconcerted his arrangements, 
and especially embarrassed him, for a time, in meeting the drafts for the heavy 
outlays, which Mr. Birch was to have provided for, but for his sudden death. 
However, he surmounted all the?e difficulties, and continued actively in the dis- 
charge of his laborious duties, until he learned by an advertisement in the San 
Antonio papers, while on his return, that the widow of Mr. Birch, as adminis- 
tratrix of the estate, had sold out all the stock on this entire route, together 
with all the interest of Mr. Birch, to Otes H. Kelton, of Charleston, S. 0., and 
that said Kelton had appointed Abner Barrows his sole agent. At this moment 
the line was subject to a large amount of indebtedness contracted on the credit 
of Maj. Woods as Superintendent, in consequence of the death of Mr. Birch, and 
the line would have been compelled to stop, had Maj. Woods at once abandoned 
it; and besides, as he had received no revocation of his authority, he continued 
in the discharge of his duties by the advice of Mr. Simeon Hart of El Paso, and 
by his assistance, was able to make all the necessary advances to sustain the 
line and prevent a single failure of the mail, until the new proprietor could make 
the necessary arrangements to supply his place. Maj. Woods got back to San 
Antonio Jan. 18th, when he received from Mrs. Birch a revocation of his au- 
thority, and he then proceeded at once to Washington City, and made his report 
to the Department. This report has but just been published, and from it we 
have gathered tbe foregoing statements. It is certainly a remarkable fact that, 
not a single failure has yet taken place under this important mail contract. If 
any proof could be sufficient to satisfy the world of the superior advantages of 
this route for a railroad to the Pacific, it should be such proof as this. Without 
scarcely any previous expenditures in opening a road through a vast and almost 
unexplored region, mail coaches are at this moment carrying the mails and pas- 
sengers a distance of 1475 miles, with actually greater speed than we have on 
a maiority of the short lines within the limits of our own State. We look upon 
the successful establishment of this line, as an event of far more than ordinary 
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importance, especially to the people of Texas. The account given us by Major 
Woods, and which is corroborated by all other accounts we have seen, shows 
that nearly the whole route from San Antonio to San Diego is a fine stock rais- 
ing country, capable of producing most of the necessaries of life, while much of 
it is an excellent agricultural country, with but a small scope of barren or des- 
sert lands. Water is sufficiently abundant, with very few exceptions, and wood, 
though more scarce, can generally be had within short distances from the direct 
route. We, therefore, assume that the establishment of this line must lead to 
the speedy and rapid settlement of the country throughout the entire distance, 
giving us, within a very few years, a continuous succession of farms, ranches, 
hotels, military posts, stage offices, &c., from one ocean to the other. There can 
not be a doubt that this is very soon destined to be the great overland inter- 
oceanic thoroughfare of the nation, affording not only a safer, but a quicker and 
cheaper passage to and from California, over our own territory, than can now 
be had by the present circuitous routes, through the sickly regions of foreign 
nations. The immense amount of travel will soon make a railroad a measure of 
necessity, the immediate ocean termini of which will be Galveston and San 
Diego. But it is not our business to speculate upon what must soon take place. 
We will only remark that the suggestion we made a few years ago, that Texas 
would afford the natural seaport terminus to the Pacific Railroad, and which 
was then thought to be visionary, is now daily becoming more and more appar- 
ent. But as our purpose is now to confine ourselves to facts from which our 
readers can draw their own inferences, \ve therefore subjoin the following ex- 
tract from Maj. Wood's report ; but before doing so, it may be well to bear in 
mind that the present route passes through the whole length of Arizona, which 
is now admitted to be the richest country in silver and copper mines, on this con- 
tinent, and must soon be admitted as a State of the Union: 

REPORT TO THE POSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

" The question is frequently asked as to whether we have a well defined road all 
the way from San Antonio to San Diego. To this I answer that it is as plain a 
road as any stage route over which a mail is carried in coaches for your depart- 
ment. An emigrant would find it as impossible to miss his way when once on 
our road either going to or returning from California, as he would if traveling 
in a country where guide posts marked every cross-road. 

" An examination of my table of distances will show four military posts be- 
tween San Antonio and Birchville ; from Birchville to La Messilla we have a 
settled country all the way ; from La Messilla to Tucson, we have not at present 
any military posts, but I am informed that the War Department contemplate 
placing two forts in this portion of Arizona, immediately on the completion of 
the Fort Yuma and El Paso wagon road. In the whole distance of 460 miles 
from Tucson to San Diego, one hundred and fifteen miles is the longest distance 
at present between any of our mail stations. . 

" An emigrant passing over our route will meet or be overtaken by a mail 
pavtv four times every month, while from our mail conductors he can always ob- 
tain the reliable information as to road, wood, water, grass, camping places, with 
directions where to find safe valleys in which to feed his stock for a few weeks, 
and transmit messages, letters, or any desired intelligence from friends before or 
behind him. 1 have received many expressions of satisfaction from emigrants 
I met on the road, and, also, from others in California, who, last season, on the 
irip, realized, in a small way, the advantages of the mail, in these respects to 
overland emigration. . .^i -i-, 

" When campincr, after a drive of about ten miles, we unharness m the midale 
of the road, and from one end of our route to the other, from San Antonio to San 
Die^o, the road can almost be measured by the ashes of our camp fires. 

<• From Fort Hudson, in Texas, to Tazotal, on the Gila, a distance of 1200 miles, 
nearly the whole of our route is over an elevated, dry country. When but a 
email amount of labor was requisite at first to make a road suited to staging, 
only a portion of this has ever had any labor bestowed on it beyond that of pass- 
ing-trains From San Antonio to El Paso, a distance of 651 miles, the road was 
OD^ened in the year 1849, by a government train' of several hundred wagons, en 
route to El Paso ; since that time, the continual passage of government and 
freiffhiting trains, as also of the Santa Fe and San Antonio mail coaches, had 
beaten dawn an excellent road, before the labors of the El Paso and Port Yuma 
wagon road expedition commenced. 
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"That portion of our route situated between El Paso and the Pimos villages 
has never bad even a government train to open it. Col. Leach's labors will be 
of great service in straightening it, finding new watering places, enlarging 
others, and in constructing tanks, if the appropriation will admit of such an ex- 
penditure. A consultation of the items of my Dwn journey, where T have put 
down each day's advance, will tend to show the excellent condition of our roads, 
for we used a coach all the way from San Antonio to San Diego, sometimes 
drawn by six, never by less than four mules. 

" There are a number of formidable looking ranges of mountains upon all the 
maps, running across Arizona, north and south, which look to be barriers almost 
impassable without a great expenditure of time and money. Our road we found 
to be through, rather than over, these mountains; although they appeared for- 
midable at a distance, yet, on approaching, they generally proved to be isolated 
buttes, with our road winding around them by easy grades through the valleys.^ 
or else passing over some low span or saddle. 'no way impeding staging. These 
passes in the mountains seemed tO' be formed by nature on purpose for a road. 
The speed our coaches are making through these mountain ranges is the best 
evidence of their easy and expeditious passage, ^y my journal of August 25, it 
will be noticed that the speed we made from Cook's spring, throagh the Sierra 
Madre mountains to and beyond the Mimbres river, was 21 miles in five hours : 
through the other mountain passes we made much the same rate of speed. 

Having formed my ideas of mountains and mountain roads from a pretty ex- 
tensive experience among the Sierra Nevada of California, I was very forcibly 
struck by the fact of not meeting a regular chain of mountains all the 'way from 
San Antonio, until I reached the coast range of California, eighty miles from 
San Diego._ I wish to call particular attention to the distinction between ranges- 
of mountains like the Alleghanies and Sierra Nevada, and the system of isolated 
buttes scattered over portions of oar line, and around which we pass by valley 
roads well adapted to speed. The mountains south of the Gila, and its immedi- 
ate neighborhood, do not interfere with our road ; they come up close to the river 
in many places, but leave an ample passage way for our road around the bases. 
These mountains are mostly what the Mexicans term Mesas ; high hills, flat on 
their tops. It appears as if the plain had formerly been level with the tops of 
the hills, some hundreds of feet higher than it is now. This same apnearance of 
Mesas is found along the Pecos. 

"On the 15th of November, looking northward from our station at the Mari- 
copa Wells, I could plainly see that the high mountains to the north of the Gila, 
standing in a bold relief against the sky, were covered at their summits with a 
cap of snow, glistening in the pleasant sun of the valley, where we were. Abun- 
dance of rain had fallen throughout the Gila valley this season, but no cold 
weather had come as yet ; we naturally concluded that the rain of the valley was- 
snow on the tops of the mountains In the day time we found it so pleasant 
that bathing was our constant practice, though the nights were cool and damp 
from heavy dews. I am informed that all cr^most of these valleys north of the 
Gila have a rich soil, capable of sustaining a large population. I trust, on some 
future trip, to be able to explore them, as they are situated within what is likely 
to become a portion of the new Territory of Arizona, through the whole length 
of which our line passes. It was among some of the valleys to which I refer, 
that John R. Bartlett, Esq., found evidences of a race of men long since extinct, 
who must have been superior to the present Indians of the country. 

'• At present we have no good road directly over the coast range of mountains 
from Lassator's ranch to Vallecito on the dessert, but the enterprise of the peo- 
ple of San Diego will secure us one at an early day. When I came over the 
mountains on my way east, there was a large working party of Indians, under 
Mr. Lassator, diligently using the means which had been subscribed in the county 
for a road over the mountains. 

'' Wood, water, and grass, are the emigrant's necessities in crossing our conti- 
nent. Over our route we have enough of these for all purposes of stagino- or 
emigration. Through the country over which we pass, though there i^ enough 
water for emigration and staging, yet there is but one river not usually fordable- 
I refer to the Colorado of the West. This is a great deal in its favor as a stage 
road. If it were a heavy timbered country, it would not be likely to be so well 
grassed, as it would be sure to have large rivers troublesome to cross and need 
an immense labor cutting down timber to open a road. As to grass, it is won- 
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derfully provided all the way to our Maricopa station. Wood is generally scarce 
on our route. From San Antonio to San Felipe creek, a distance of one hun- 
dred and fifty miles, there is an abundance of wooded country; post oaks and 
mezquit flats are quite numerous. Along Devil's river, for a distance of twenty 
miles, there is plenty of woorl. 

"At Forts Lancaster and Davis, oak wood is hauled from a distance of seven 
miles to supply the military posts. Along the Rio G-rande universally the fuel 
is the root of the mezquit tree, a sort of underground forest ; it barns with as 
hot a fire as hickory wood, and makes superior charcoal. Cotton- wood is used 
along the Rio Grande valley, being the fuel used in some places. We found wood 
scarce all the way from the Rio Grande to the Maricopas ; from thence to Fort 
Yuma along the Gila abundant ; then it is scarce over the desert ; at the water- 
ing places, however, enough can be found in spots not remote from the wells; 
once among the San Diego mountains, there is wood enough. Over these por- 
tions of our road where we find no wood at the springs or watering holes, and 
for want of time cannot wander off among the mountain gulches to look for it, 
we secure enough for all purposes of cooking from the great abundance of roots 
generally found just cropping out of the ground; these make an excellent fire. 
"An examination of my table of distances will show no want of water along 
the route ; all my measurements are to and from well known watering places. 
From San Antonio our road is extremely well watered until we reach the head 
of the San Pedro or Devil's river, a distance of 218 miles ; going west thence, we 
have a jornada of forty-four miles; thence another of thirty miles, between 
permanent roads, on to the Pecos. In the rainy season there are plenty of places 
in this distance where the water stands in natural tanks in the rocks, or in can- 
ons. This stretch of forty-four miles is the longest we have on the road between 
permanent water stations; it forms however no great obstacle to staging. We 
haul water for ourselves in kegs, and the mules, having to go about twelve to 
sixteen hours without it, do not sufi'er in consequence. We have no scarcity of 
water in Arizona for our present purposes. — (See schedule of distances.) Our 
watering places on the desert west of Fort Yuma are by no means far apart, 
but the supply is limited at all times. It will be a matter of absolute necessity 
to enlarge them before the overland emigration of this spring reaches the desert. 
The improvement of those now used, as well as the digging of others, will be 
very easily accomplished. 

'• I am of opinion that the chances of procuring water by boring artesian wells 
on the elevated table lands, over which our road runs, maybe considered as very 
limited. At any rate, as a practical mode of procuring water for ns, it will not 
do. Supposing Captain Pope should demonstrate the feasibility of boring these 
artesian wells, even then private individuals cannot afford to make them, neither 
can they wait for government to do so. We should be compelled, in staging 
across the continent at a rate of speed necessitating the erection of stations, to 
adopt the old Mexican method of building tanks wherever the natural formation 
of the country admits of it, which it does in numerous places along our road; 

" As for grass, the country through which our road runs is unequalled as a 
grazing conn try, in the opinion of practiced men acquainted with the subject. I 
have heard farmers pronounce the gramma and mezquit grass nearly equal to 
clover. There is a peculiarity of the grass of this section which adapts it most 
ahmirably to our purpose; when appearing dried up and dead, it contains life 
and nutriment ; an examination will show this on plucking it. When the rams 
come, instead of our having to wait wholly for new grass to spring up, we find 
the old dried grass renewing its life, becoming green again, until in a tew days 
the country is covered with an excellent crop of grass, as good as it it had been 
growing many weeks. 

^' Many of the finest ranches or grazing farms in the State of bonora, were 
once located in what is now called Arizona ; the buildings are at present de- 
serted ; the inhabitants have fled from the Apaches, who stole their cattle, as tar 
as possible destroyed the buildings, and murdered or carried into captivity the 
inhabitants. , , , 

" The section of the country along the Gila river is commonly pronounced by 
emigrants the worst portion of the whole southern road across our continent ; but 
even along this river, though it is not superabundantly supplied with grazing 
lands, no one need let his animals suffer for the want of food. Travellers musi^ 
take some care in examining to the right and left of the road. To those wh.o> 
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have just been passing over the finest grazing lands in the world, where a range 
of a few hundred yards would suffice for their teams anywhere along the road, 
the Gila naturally seems a desert. As a fair illustration of the grazing in Ari- 
zona, I would state that an overheated horse or mule will actually founder on 
the rich gramma grass as he weuld on clover. On nearly all the hills found along 
the Gila river, spots of gramma and qainta or bunch grass, are scattered in 
places. Young Villous also grow along the river banks, which are good food 
for animals. A weed much liked by them, and very nutritious, is found in many 
places along the bottoms. Mules are also fond of the fallen leaves of the mez- 
quit tree. By crossing the river and making a little exploration, spots of good 
grazing can be found on the north side of the Gila. LasMy, there is in the sea- 
son an abundant supply of excellt^nt food for animals in the mezquit beans which 
are found on our road along the Gila, from Tezotal to Fort Yuma, These beans 
fall from the tree as soon as ripe ; animals will leave their corn to eat tbem, as 
1 have proved. 

"The Indians make a /^-/m;? of flour from these beans by roasting and then 
pounding them; they contain a large portion of saccharine matter, so much so 
that the Pimos manufacture from them a species of syrup. They commence fall- 
ing in August ; we found a great many under the trees in November, after the 
emigration had passed down the river. 

" On my return trip from San Diego, 1 brought my mules into our Maricopa 
station in a much better condition than when I left Fort Yuma with them. My 
practice was this : while one of my two teams of mules was working in the 
coaches for a couple of hours at a walk, I would have the other team under 
charge of an experienced man, either ahead or behind the coaches, eating their 
fill of grass, beans, or whatever they could fiud. At the end of two hours we 
would change teams, giving the other set of mules their chance for loitering be- 
hind to eat. 

" Sometimes emigrants, who are going to California, pasture their cattle on 
the bottom lands of the Colorado river for a few weeks before attempting to 
cross the desert; others again put on at once, in order to reach as soon as pos- 
sible the excellent grazing on the coast range. We keep a mulada at Fort Yuma 
for our changes, which we send out every day to feed in the river bottom, under 
charge of a Mexican herder, bringing them in at night for safety. 

" In crossing the Calorado desert of ninety-five miles from Fort Yicma to Ca- 
Hssa^ there is but little for animals to eat. in some few places arroyos make up 
to the northward, containing mezquit trees full of beans, but these are limited 
in number, while they are not situated at the watering place?. 

" In the mountains near Carissa, or at Vallecito, good grazing commences 
again. I am assured by men familiar with this section of country that good hay 
can be cut on the mountain sides, a few miles south of the present desert, and 
hauled on to the line of our road at a fair price. Mezquit beans can also be pro- 
•cured sufficiently near the road to be sold to travellers at reasonable rates. One 
advantage of our road is, that any emigrant who may be en route to California 
•can now leave his stock in Arizona to recruit, while he takes passage for San 
Diego, or along the road, to explore for himself the country over which he in- 
tends to pass. 

" The country we stage over is 2l grazing and mineral conntry^ rather than an 
agricultural one, though I found no lack of grain along the road. In seasons of 
rain, an abundance of srrain is raised all the way from San Antonio to Fort 
Clarke ; from there to Birchville there are no settlements, and the grain has to 
be hauled from either end to the military po.sts between these two points ; along 
the Eio Grande the whole country is capable of cultivation. Wheat, corn, beans, 
pumpkins, and onions of very superior flavor are all raised in great abundance 
h'j the Spanish population. 

"Flour of an excellent quality is made at a mill on the Rio Grande, a couple 
of miles above El Paso; it is owned and managed by Simeon Hart, Esq., who is 
the contractor for supplying with flour all the forts in that section of the country. 
" In many places along the Rio Grande our road lies through corn-fields miles 
in length. At Tucson we found no difficulty in purchasing corn and barley for 
our mules ; flour from wheat grown in the Santa Cruz valley, and ground aS 
Tucson by the Mexicans ; also beans and onions. 

" At Maricopa station we bought, of the Indians, flour, beans, peas, green and 
dried pumpkins, chickens, eggs, corn, and wheat. At Fort Yuma everything haa 
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to be imported. There is a considerable importation there of flour, pinola 
pounced parched corn, jerked beef, and sugar, called pinoche, all of which comes 
on pac^t animals from Sonora ; no doubt a larpe trade will spring up from this 
when Colorado City becomesof consequence. Nearly everytning is now brousht 
irom San Francisco by way of the Gulf of California and steamer up the Colo- 
rado river. ^ , 

"Arizona ought to be supplied through Guyamas, a Mexican port of the Gulf 
ot Calirornia. 

'•' Oars is emphatically a stage road. If it were a rich agricultural country all 
the way from San Antonio to San Diego, it would be impossible for a stage *line 
to cross It in schedule time, until some remote day, when the whole distance shall 
have been settled, and towns built at convenient distances, with good roads con- 
necting them. Our present road would be called a superior one in any State for 
Lhirteen hundred miles of its length, and a fair road the remainder of the dis- 
tance, save twenty-two miles of sand in the Colorado desert, from Cook's Wells 
to Alamo Mucho. 

" In the valley of the Kio Grande I had an application from an old mountain 
man, who wanted a situation as guide. This man had trapped beaver in all the 
principal streams falling into the Gila and Colorado rivers. He said the trappers 
pronounced our present route across Arizona a good one at all seasons of the year. 
" I had a good opportunity of knowing the nature of the climate we have to 
contend with. Leaving San Antonio in August, and going directly through, I 
passed OTer the road in the hottest months of the year. Then, leaving San 
Diego October 23, and spending nearly three months returning, I experienced 
the winter weather over the same country. It was very warm in San Antonio 
m July; but when we had once commenced ascending to the table lands of 
Texas, the heat became comparatively moderated, with nights particularly plea- 
sant. In going down the Gila, where we were descending toward the level of 
ihe sea, the heat was very great, so much so that, for comfort, and having a full 
moon, we travelled by night and lay by during: the middle of the day. In my 
experience of the heat on the Gila, which looks so formidable, as marked by the 
thermometer, I suffered much less with that instrument indicating a hundred 
and over, than I have suffered in the Atlantic States with the thermometer at 
eighty-five or ninety. The air was pure and clear, the heat produced a copious 
perspiration, and gave no feeling of oppression in breathing. 

" In my plans for returning across the continent, the recollection of the hot 
cays along the Gila, or on the Colorado desert, never present themselves to me 
as any serious inconvenience. The heat does not oppress animals any more than 
it does men. Our mail carriers, who regularly cross the desert, frequently com- 
plain of the blinding influence of the sun reflected in their eyes from the bright 
sands ; I never heard any of them complain of unpleasant elfects from the heat, 
and we have a number of men employed who have traversed this desert for 
several years past. In returning to San Antonio, through Arizona and Texas, 
I experienced the northers a number of times, having been delayed once by 
snow ; but none of our party ever suffered anything more than the natural 
annoyances incidental to wet feet and damp blankets. I make here some few 
extracts from my journal about the cold I experienced on our route: 

'^December 5. — At El Paso have had a week of cold weather, with an occa- 
sional strong north wind during the time. Ice formed in a pond 100 feet across 
in the rear of the house; ice also made in the acequias, but the river was barely- 
skimmed over once very early in the morning. Only once in a great many 
years, in El Paso, has the ice been thick enough to put up a few tons in an ice 
house. 

''December 9. — The mail coach came into El Paso from Tucson, and the con- 
ductor reported a norther, accompanied by snow, in the Mimbres. It fell on 
ihem the same day we had a norther at El Paso, the 5tb, as above ; the snow 
melted as it fell, so that by making a longer morning drive than common he 
reached the shelter of the trees at the Mimbres ; none of his mules were chilled 
by being exposed without blankets, after unharnessing. The same conductor 
reports a snow squall on the previous trip, without any detention in either case 
to the mail, and without the snow lying on the ground at all ; it melted as it fell 
both times. 

'• A letter per this mail from our train going west, reports the weather cold 
enough in the night to freeze water in the canteens, but no one suffering from 
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cold by sleeping on the ground. During the day it was bright and warm, form- 
ing a pleasant contrast to the night. *v ^ ^.^^r, r-r^c*r{ 

» At Bl Paso, December 9, we received advices of the northern wagon road 
expedition having returned for the winter. I consulted Col. Leach, superinten- 
dent of the El Paso and Port Yuma wagon road as to ^is movements he as- 
sured me had no intention of going into winter quarters, but, 5>^the contrary, 
should continue on the road through the winter months; m fact he ceemea 
them the best suited to his purposes of shortening and improving ^'^Y^^^^. .,^ 

" The surgeon of Fort Lancaster, who keeps a meteorological journal, said they 
had not as much snow in that part of Texas during the whole of the past six 
years taken together, as had fallen during the present winter The snow which 
fell on the 3d had so far disappeared from the ground as to allow the animals to 
graze sufficiently, but I waited in order to accompany a detachment of mounted 
infantry going on a scout as far as Port Hudson. 

"Jantifl^ry 6.— The snow had entirely disappeared. u + -u i<^ nrr 

'^ January 7.- We camped to-night on the Llano Estacado, about half way 
across it ; there was not a particle of snow on the ground. We found one advan- 
tage from the snow, it had melted and run into a natural stone tant, giving us 
abundance of water for ourselves and stock; it will last some weeks. An ex- 
pense of a few hundred dollars in building up the sides of the tank would maise 
it capable of holding several millions of gallons of water. 

"The Llano Estacado is here very narrow; we cross the extreme southern 
portion of it immediately south of us. Not a mile distant, I saw the canons 
and broken gulches running eastward to the Devil's river, and westward to the 

"I never had a case of sickness among either men or passengers during my 
whole trip, excepting a little annoyance from an over indulgence m fruit in the 
valley of the Rio Grande. The salubrious air must be conducive to health, bach 
is the purity and clearness of the atmosphere that the stars shine at night with 
a brlliancy unknown in this section of the Country; cloudy days or nights are 
an exception, and the stars at night actually give light enough to enable us on 
our night drives, (of which we have a considerable number, ) to find the road, it 
can be seen, for some distance ahead of the mules, very plainly. 
Climatic houndary on the west. 
''October 24.— The coast range of mountains, which approaches the sea in San 
Diego county, is the climatic boundary between California and Arizona. Our 
stock is kept at Lassator's, forty-eight miles, nearly due west, from San Diego, 
in a beautiful vallev among the mountains ; in San Diego they have a charming 
climate the year round, while among the mountains snow falls occasionally 
during the winter, which in the valley below turns to ram. The snow remains 
on the ground but a day or two. In California there is no ram trom March untu 
October, but showers occasionally fall in these valleys during the summer 
months, when it is the rainy season in Sonora. no ^ -u 

'• The exploring party I sent over the mountain on the 15th of September 
were rained on all one night. We saw clouds to the westward, but not one drop 
of rain fell upon us. . ,, . . ^ •, 

" By reference to my journal it will be noticed that rain fell on us at intervals 
all the way from the opening of the Rio Grande valley, until I came near to Fort 
Yuma. While the coast along the Pacific was, in September and October, 
parched with a drought, compelling raucheros to send their cattle into the 
mountains, our contractor was cutting hay to send over to our station on the 
desert. Lassator's is twelve miles from the top of the coast range, which we 
there descend by a mule path for several miles on our way to Yallecito, though 
a good road can be made with a moderate amount of money. After crossing 
the desert, emigrants usually give their stock a run of the excellent grazing 
valleys in these mountains, before proceeding further on their journey. 

" It is hardly possible for me to do more than sketch a few of the changes which 
our road has produced in the country through which we pass. 

" The War Department uses the facilities offered by our line for a regular semi- 
monthly correspondence with seven military posts. 

" Persons interested in mining pursuits are now looking with great interest 
towards the silver and copper mines of Arizona. Our mail not only carries the 
correspondence which takes the money to the mining parties, but regularly 
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brings report of their success, while passengers are, all the whil7 tflkincr nn^ 

uT^Z^ ^f ^^ ^^^^^ ^7"^ ™^^® Of conveyance ; such travelers are nuraerouq 
BtarS'nrarir^i^^^^^^^^^^ Guyamas takes our stag, as VJ^^TuZll 

^X^Ter^Vji:!^^^^^^^^^ '' ' -- ^*^^^' -^ - --rals, half 
T'^^^eof distances, aiid from one watering-pLace to another from starting point. 
i!^S ?^° Antonio to Leon river, 6 53 



From Leon to Castroville, '^ Medina " river 

^rom Castroville to Dharris " Saco " river ' 

^rom Dharris to Kanchero creek, . 

From Eancbero creek to Sabinal creek, ' . 

^rom Sabinal creek to Camanche creek, 

^rom Camanche creek to Rio Frio, . 

From Rio Frio to Head of Leona '^ Uvalde " 

l-rom Uvalde to Nueces, 

From Nueces to Turkey creek, . " ' 

From Turkey creek to Elm creek, 

From Elm creek to Las Moras river, Fort' Clarke 

From Fort Clarke to Piedra Pinto, 
From Piedra Pinto to Maverick creek, 
From Maverick creek to San Felipe, 
From San Felipe to first crossing of San Pedro or 
l^rom First Crossing to Painted Caves. . 
From Painted Caves to California Spring, 
From California Spring to Willow Spring, . * ' ' ' 
J^roni billow Spring to Fort Hudson, or second crossing of San 
redro or Devil's river, 

From Fort Hudson to Head of San Pedro or Devil's river 
^rom Head of river to Howard Springs, . ' 

From Howard Springs to Live Oak creek, 
From Live Oak creek to Fort Lancaster, 



Devil 



's river, 



Fort Lancaster to Pecos, 
Pecos Crossing to Pecos Spring, 
Pecos Spring to Leaving of Pecos, 
Leaving of Pecos to Arroyo Escondido, 
Arroyo Escondido to Escondido Spring, 
Escondido Spring to Camanche Spring, 
Camanche Spring to Leon Hole, 
Leon Hole to Hackberry pond, 
Hackberry pond to Limpla creek, , 
Limpia creek to Fort Davis, 



From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
From 
Prom 



From Fort Davis to Point of Rocks, 
From Point of Rocks to Barree Springs, 
From Barree Springs to Deadman's Hole, 
From Deadman's Hole to Van Horn's Well's 
From Van Horn's Wells to Eagle Springs 
From Eagle Springs to first camp on Rio Grande 
From first camp on Rio Grande to Birchville . 

From Birchville to San Eleazario 

From San Eleazario to Socorro 

From Socorro to Isletta 

From Isletta to El Paso . , . . 

From El Paso to Cottonwood 

From Cottonwood to Fort Fillmore . 

From Fort Fillmore to La Mesilla 
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3.94 
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10.27 
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7.13 
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2 
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From La Mesilla to Cook's Spring 

From Cook's Spring to Rio Mimbres 

From Rio Mimbres to Ojo La Vaca . 

From Ojo La Vaca to Ojo de Ynez . • • 

From Ojo de Ynez to Peloncilla 

From Peloncilla to Rio Saur or San Domingo . 

From Rio Saur to Apache Springs 

From Apache Springs to Dos Cabesas Springs 

From Dos Cabesas Springs to Dragon Springs 

From Dragon Springs to mouth of Quercos canon 

From Mouth of Quercos canon to San Pedro crossing 

From San Pedro to Cienega 

From Cienega to Cienega creek . • 

From Cienega creek to Mission San Xavier 

From Mission to Tucson .... 



From Tucson to Pico Chico mountain 
From Pico Chico to first camp on Gila 
From first camp on Gila to Maricopa Wells . 

From Maricopa Wells to Tezotal, across Jornada . 

From Tezotal to Ten-mile camp . . • • 

From Ten-mile camp to Murderer's Grave 

From Murderer's Grave to Oatman's Flat, 1st crossing of 

From Oatman's Flat to 2d crossing of Gila 

From 2d crossing of Gila to Peterman's station 

From Peterman's station to Antelope Peak . 

From Antelope Peak to Little Corral 

From Little Corral to Fort Yuma 

From Fort Yuma to Pilot Knob . ... 

From Pilot Knob to Cook's Wells 
From Cook's Wells to Alamo Mucho 
From Alamo Mucho to Indian Wells 
From Indian Wells to Carissa creek 

From Carissa creek to Vallecito . 

From Vallecito to Lassator's ranch 

From Lassator's ranch to Julian's ranch 

From Julian's ranch to Williams' ranch 

From Williams' ranch to Ames' ranch . 

From Ames' ranch to Mission San Diego 

From Mission to San Diego .... 

Recapitulation. 

San Antonio to Fort Clarke . ; . . 

Fort Clarke to Fort Hudson . 

Fort Hudson to Fort Lancaster . 

Fort Lancaster to Fort Davis 

Fort Davis to Birchville , 

Birchville to El Paso . 

El Paso to La Mesilla . 
La Mesilla to Tucson 
TuCson to Maricopa 
Maricopa to Fort Yuma 
Fort Yuma to Carissa . 
Carissa to San Diego 



Gila 
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96.94 

157.53 

150 99 
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San Antonio to San Diego 



- 651.64 
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Itinerary of my own joicrney across the continent. 

August 1. — From San Antonio to Castroville 

2. — From Castroville to 9 miles east of Uvalde . 
3 — From camp to 11 miles west of Turkey oreek 
4 — From camp to near Ran Felipe creek 
5. — From camp to 10 miles east of Fort Hudson 
6. — From camp to 10 miles west of San Pedro 
7. — From camp to 6 miles east of Live Oak creek . 
8. — From camp to 6 miles above Pecos spring 
9. — From camp to Bscondido creek, 8 miles east of the spring 
10. — From camp to 10 miles west of .... 

11. — From camp to Lympia creek 

12.— From camp to Fort Davis 

13. — From Fort Davis to 7 miles west of Deadman's Hole 
14. — From camp to 8 miles west of Eagle Springs 
15. — From camp to 10 miles south of Birchville 

i6. — From camp to Socorro 

17.— From Socorro to Franklin, El Paso .... 
18, 19, 20, 21.— In El Paso, 

22. — From El Paso to Fort Fillmore 

23.— From Fort Fillmore to Picacho Village, 6 miles west of 

Mesilla 

24 — From Picacho Yillage to 9 miles east of Cook's Spring 
25. — From camp to mouth of Burro Mount canon, near Ojo 

de Ynez 

26. — From camp to 9 miles east of Elver Saur . 
27.— From camp to 9 miles west of Dos Cabesas Spring 
28.— From camp to ford of San Pedro river 
29 — From camp to Mission San Xavier .... 
30.— Prom Mission San Xavier to 30 miles west of Tacson 
31.— From camp to 1-mile camp on Gila 
Sept. 1. — Prom camp to Tezotal .... 

2. — From Tezotal to second crossing of Gila 

3 — From second crossing to Antelope Peak 

4._From Antelope Peak to Fort Yuma 

5__Prom Fort Yuma to Alamo Mucho 

e, — From Alamo Mucho to Carissa creek 

7 — Prom Carissa creek to Lassator's 

8 _From Lassator's to San Diego 
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Making the trip personally from San Antonio to San Diego in thirty-eight days. 
A feio notes and distances from San Antonio to San Diego, 

The distance from San Antonio to El Paso is 652 miles. Grass and water are 
considered sufficiently abundant. The road passes by a number of the military 
posts, and though Indians are occasionally met with, they have seldom made 
any hostile demonstrations, and have never but once made an attack upon the 

^ 2. From El Paso to Mesilla Valley in the Gadsden Purcliase, the distance is 
jQfty miles. 

3 From Mesilla Valley to Tucson the distance is 305 miles. This portion of 
the route is remarkably fine traveling, with good grass and water. The streams 
on this section are the Mimbres and San Pedro, both fordable, and usually 
crossed with but little trouble. The Apache Indians are met with occasionally 
on this route, yet the mail party which here consists of eight men, has never 
been attacked in making some thirty-two trips over the route. 

4 Prom Tucson to Maricopa Wells, (Pimos Villages,) is 99 miles. On this 
portion of the route the mail is carried by two men. Very few Indians are seen, 
and they are harmless. The Maricopa Wells are at the further eno ol a beauti- 
ful and fertile valley, occupied by the Pimos Indians, who raise corn and other 
<rrain in considerable quantities. On this portion of the route, and indeed, 
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throughout the entire distance from San Antonio to San Diego, the road is well 
defined, and is a finely beaten level track, with just enough gravel for the moat 
part to make it pleasant travelling. 

5. From Maricopa Wells down the river Gila to Fort Yuma is 190 miles. On 
this portion of the route the grass, though not abundant, is yet sufficient for the 
maintainance of trains and herds. Few Indians on the route, and they not 
dangei'ous. The mail train between these points consists of three men. Fort 
Yuma is situated on the west bank of the Great Colorado of the West, and just 
opposite the junction of the Gila with that stream. There is a splendid large 
ferry-boat on the Colorado here, Bufficient to cross a six-horse stage. The river 
is about as large as the Ohio at Wheeling. This portion of the road is traveled. 
considerably by Galitornians who carry on mining operations in the Gadsden 
Purchase. It is the opinion of all who have seen that region that it possesses 
the rinest silver mines in the world, together with fine quantities of gold on the 
streams north of the Gila. These mines are now little known and but slightly 
valued, because of the proximity of the Indians, and their remoteness from 
mining facilities. 

6. From Fort Yuma to Carissa Creek is 95 miles. This section embraces the 
"great bugbear " known as the *' Great Colorado Desert." Between the two 
points there are three watering places on the direct route, whilst there are 
others that may be reached by a slight deflection. The mail party here consists 
of two men. 

7. From Carissa creek to San Diego is 85 miles, its whole extent. This is by 
a new route, and at present not open to wagons its whole extent, but which, by 
a little work in the mountain passes, can be made an excellent, icad. 



[Supplemental.] 
We had applied to a friend in San Antonio for such additional information in 
regard to this important Mail Route, as he could give, over and above what in 
furnished by the Superintendent's Report, and the following is his answer, ltd 
perfect accuracy may be relied upon. Messrs Giddings and Doyle, the present 
proprietors, obtained the contract, we presume,, from or through Mr. KeltoB. to 
whom Mrs. Birch had first given it. 

In the month of June, 1857, the Postoffice Department awarded the contract, 
on the above route, to James E. Birch, of California, at a compensation oc 
§149,000, per year, for semimonthly trips in four-horse coaches. On the 9th of 
August following, the service was commenced — the schedule time allowed foe- 
running through being fixed at thirty days. And, notwithstanding the great dis- 
tance, and mostly over a terra iiicognita^ the trips were made successfullv from 
the first; and up to the 9th of August, 1858, being one year, not a single failure 
had occurred on the route— a thing unexampled on any mail route of any con- 
siderable length. Though thirty days are allowed within which to make the 
trip, it is seldom the mail is out twenty-five days— the average time being about 
twenty-three. 

Mr. James E Birch being lost on the ill-fated Central America, in the Fall of 
1857, the contract passed into the hands of Mr. Geo. fl. Giddings, of San An^ 
tonio, Texas, and Mr. R. E. Doyle, of San Diego, California, by whom it has 
been carried out with great energy and success. 

The mail leaves San Antonio and San Diego, respectively, on the 9th and 24th 
of every month, at 6 o'clock in the morning, in fine, new, square-bodied coaches, 
drawn by five mules — two at the wheels, and three abreast in the lead. This 
arrangement of the team is found to work exceedingly well, as, thus arranged, 
one driver can command the whole, whilst a six mule team would require two 
drivers. The average speed made over the fine natural roads of the West, is six 
miles per hour. The number of passengers on this line varies, but hardly ever 
a trip is made without one or more. The price of a through passage is two hun- 
dred dollars— all expenses being borne by the proprietors of the line. Reapeat- 
ing the accommodations, they are as good as oircumatances will admit, the 
stages beins: so arranged that passengers can recliae in them comfortablv and 

10 
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take their sleep whilst traveling. The provisions are the best that the nature of 
so long a trip will allow. The character of the country is that of a high, dry, 
and eminently healthy one, and a trip across our Continent could hardly fail to 
prove beneficial to the health of the traveler. 

The Company employ, in carrying out their contract, sixty-five men, fifty 
coaches, and four hundred mules. The ofBcers of the Company are : Mr. J. C. 
Woods, Superintendent; Mr. G. H. Giddings, Agent, San Antonio; Mr. M. B. Bram- 
hall ir, Agent, pro tem., San Antonio; Mr. T. S. Rogers, Agent, Fort Clark; 
Mr E Hall, Agent, El Paso ; Mr. R. E. Doyle, Agent. San Diego. 

The San Antonio and San Diego Mail Route is, without doubt, the most practica- 
ble overland route to our Pacific possessions, and, in this view, possesses a nation- 
al importance. That it will be extensively used for travel and emigration, at an 
earlv day, we have no-doubt, whilst its chances of becoming the route tor the 
great Pacific Railroad, are believed to be better than any route known to the 
country. 



THE TRADE OF SABINE PASS, NOW AUGUSTA. 

FUTURE PROSPECTS-STATISTICS OF SHELBY, &c. 

Shelbtville, Texas, Jtdy 1, 1858. 

t7ti^ Texas Almanac :— The following is a list of the exports from Sabine 
Pa^qfor the season ending June 1st, 1858, as taken from the books of N. Hurd, 
&yC^istomXu^ Collector, at Sabine Pass, to-wit : 15 176 bales cotton ; 
6 120 500 shingles; 210,600 staves ; 1,063,000 feet lumber; 1,543 hides ; 18 bales 
wool 3 bales peltries 2 casks of horns ; 11 mules ; 4 531 beef catile ; 325 bbls. 
^me 4,850 pounds leather ; 1 box deer skins ; 30 barrels potatoes , 7 barrels 
b^ns 115 800 pounds of tobacco ; 125 pounds dressed deer skins ; 2 horses ; 9 
hPar skins ■ 25 bundles deer skin« ; 4 bales deer skins ; 45 sacks of rice , 3 casks 
of tallow 135 barrels Sour Lake Water, and 1 bundle Otter skins. 

A considerable portion of the cotton made in Shelby county was shipped down 
tht Sabine this season. The people, in this section of the country, in view of 
the improvement going on to open the Sabine river, are much pleased with the 
T>robabilitv of being able, hereafter, to turn their entire trade to New Oi'leans 
Snd Galveston through this channel. In fact, I find a great disposition with the 
XnUnlcommunitvto patronize their own sea-ports, andbui d up a home trade. 
The steame^Uncle Ben made five successful trips, two of which were as high up 
asBezorT in Smith eounty, a distance of near eight hundred miles carrying 
out nelr one thousand bales each trip, this season. Also, the Pearl P ant and 
o?her boats have done considerable in the Sabine trade, and without the least 
S ffiliVJ^ «n vP from leaning timber, &c. The steamer Uncle Ben is now laid up 
ffHamfC ingood^^^^^^^^ the Fall and Winter trade Her 

at Mamiicon, lu ^ou ^ ^ ^ ^^ Sabine trade. The counties of 

oZTe Ja ler Tewton, Saline, San Augustine, Shelby, Panola Rusk, Smith, 
fnra^consSble portion of Louisiana, are situated near and border on the 
and a c^P.'^J^^^^^^J,**^^^^^ ^ verv large quantity of cotton and other produce, and 
^t^'^l^n ronbTth^t siSty or Lve^^^^^^ bales of cotton will find its way 

to market nex Lson?through this^channel to New Orleans or Galveston. Of 
^1^? w?ll Jo wherever it will command the best price, with least expense of 
^.nfn^itTomlrklt If th^ and those interested in the prosperity 

of Galveston will hold out the necessary inducements in the way ot shipping 
ot ^.V.^^s^°°' ^^^V; "'^ T have no doubt that a vast amount of trade that 

facilities from Sabme |^^^'^-^^f/^;^g ""^-^^IX^ turned to Galveston. The contrac- 
has heretofore gone to J^^w Urieans ^^^^ " pushing the work forward, 

tors for improving t^^f.^^^fj^^f^^^^^^^.f, Novembe?' will, 1 have^no doubt, complete 

cilities on the river i„.r>roved rapidly in the last twelve months. I was 
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ton, 7,359; wheat, 882; miscellaneous, 3,146; total acres, 24,022, all of which is 
a great improvement above that of last year. In fact, I look on Shelby county 
as one of the finest farming counties in the State, although it has, for some time, 
been overlooked and passed round, but now her fine lands, with a great abuBh 
oance of pure spring water, and good timber and range, are beginning to come 
into market. Good lands are now selling from one to five dollars per acre, ac- 
ihli% ?ll^'^l ^""^ quantity; and I predict the <lay is not far distant when 
4n J, Q. ^/ ^^ml^^ ^'" command as fair a price as that of most of the countieg 
in our btate. The productions are corn, cotton, wheat, rye, oats, barley suffar 
cane rice and tobacco, as well as all lands of vegetables. 1 have resided in the 
county some twenty years, and consider it one of the healthiest counties in the 

n^f <f"n I ^^^^ ^'^^P ^f ^ ^^^ ^^^®^* ^^^*'^^' ^^'^^ ®very indication, corn will 
not sell for more than thirty or forty cents per bushel this Fall. The countv 
can turnish a large quantity for emigration, above her own consumption The 
cotton crop, also, is very promising, and if no disaster befalls it, the yield will be 
very heavy The planters are generally out of debt, and with a gbod crop at 
present prices, they will, mostly, be in easy circumstances. ^' 

Tours, respectfully, 

A. M. TRUIT 



SEA ISLAHD COTTON. 

Messrs W. & D BiCKAniDSOi.^- Geralemen :-In compliance with your re- 
?n?hl' }u c«°^?i"^i^^ft e to you any information in my profession, in relation 
to the culture of Sea Island Cotton, on the Texas Coast 1 have to reply • 

llie first experiment that I have heard of, was made by Mr. J W Bv/ne mow 
-n^t^h ''\^'^\'®^^^''^ who about the year 1841, planted an experimental 
w^i?f »' u ^ P^^'^'' "P'''' Matagorda Island, then known as " The Toncoway 
Wells. He was encouraged by this experiment to plant the three followiuff 
years, as much land as he was able to obtain force to cultivate-near about thirti 

fZ'f^lt/l^'- ^'- IV""^ ?^/f '"^-^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^' '^'^^^^ increased each year S 
length and fineness. The yield, per acre, was three hundred pounds of clean 
. cotton every year but one, in which he picked two hundred and fifty pounds ptr 
acre of gmned cotton. The culture was finally abandoned by Mr^ Cue as I 
am informed, m consequence of large investments made in lands, and his con^e- 
f^raJ,'^'^^ ^"^ command means sufficient to enable him to enter into the cul- 
ture attentToT '''' ''' ^ """ ^""''^^ compensate him for giving to it his en- 
n;tl^^p ?^^^'•'i^^Pf'^*^^^^^ ^'" *^"^ ^'^'^Ps were cultivated by a Mr Beck at 
t?. Wpc?'''*' ''^"^'t^^ '^ '^' S^^^ ^^'^^' ^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^e^s of Lavaca Bay ind 
the West arm of Matagorda Bay. Mr. B. has now left this region of country 
I have, however, been informed that he was a native of South Carolina a^ 
quainted with Sea Island Cotton, and that he considered that produced by 'him 
at Cox s Point, equal to any he had seen in Carolina. I am not informed of th^ 
quantity planted by him, nor the reason why the culture was not coSed The 
yield, per acre, is represented to me as '^ a Sea Island Baa " continued, ine 
J^xpenments were afterwards made, from time to time, at various points ftn arirl 
near the coast, all of which were successful, so far as lean lea?n ^bur'ow^nrto 
the supposed difficulty of ginning, and also owing to the fact t^t most if ^the 
individuals who made the experiments were accustomed to pick two to three 
hundred pounds of short staple cotton a day, per hand, when^the bist pickers 
nnu™""!^^ ^'\°'''' than fifty to sixty poSnds of long staple, per day thi 
culture was almost, or entirely abandoned. ^ ' ^ ^' ® 

fnv^3,^^^^^^''^\^^^^PS^^^^^^''° ^^ *^^ ^^ac* of land upon Matagorda Island 
formerly owned by Mr. J. W. Byrne, and upon which he had succesfnillv cultiva 
ted the variety of cotton known as Sea Island. The following Sprint ri^^^^^^ 
planted a few seeds of Sea Island Cotton as an experimeni but unde^r' ve^y 'un 

1867 renevThJ^^''^'"^' ^f.^^^^inued, at my place, until ^Sth^fTpte^be' 
1867, relieved by a few very light showers. My cotton continued to ffrow how' 
ever, and bore heavily. After the rains set i^n, it again gre;v off'fnrbore ^ 
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Lcavv ^' top crop/' And, what is remarkable, neither during the drought, nor 
oft^r'the rains, did the cotton cast any forms or young bolls. The experiment 
ea tLsSed me that the culture of Sea Island Cotton on my land, would prove very 
pcofltaWe. - , . -u IT TTj 

I haTe since learned that an experiment was also made last year by Mon. jh.. 
F Bee, on the main land, adjacent to Corpus Christi Bay, and near the town of 
CoiPusChristi, with flattering results. The experiments made near Galveston 
h:,v, by Mrs. Morris and by Judge Wm. J. Jones, and others, you are familiar 
V ith ; they were, as I understand, eminently successful. 

The success of last year's experiments has encouraged all persons by whom 
tUey were made, and others, to try it again this year. Mrs. Morris and Judge 
Jones have each, as I am informed, from thirty to forty acres planted. A num- 
ber of others on Galveston Island and the adjacent mainland, have experimental 
Tiotcbes. On Matagorda Island I have planted twenty-eight acres. On the 
irii inland, near to Corpus Christi, Hon. H. P. Bee has planted twenty acres J. 
B, Jameson fifteen acres, and other persons, experimental patches. On the ±tio 
Gcande, near Brownsville, Mr. J. Willett has a small quantity planted. The 
iuformation I have from all of these is. that the plant is doing remarkably well ; 
ia boiling heavily, and promises a large yield. 1 have seen an estimate, (which 
auwears to me a reasonable one,) which makes the Sea Island crop of our coast, 
foe this year, one hundred and fifty bags. All the samples I have seen are very 
fine, long and silky, remarkably strong, and, in my judgment, a supenor ar- 
ticle You have a sample of mine, upon which you can obtain the opinions or 
iierch ants, who are much better qualified to determine its quality and value 
than I am Samples of the same have been sent to New York, Charleston, 
PLr^adelpbia, New Orleans, Glascow and Liverpool, with the view ot ascertain- 
ing;' its quality and value. Such information as may be thus gathered, ii re- 
c^-Wed iu time for your Almanac, shall be communicated to you. 

"l should not omit to mention that the Sea Inland Cotton has been planted by 
several persons in Gonzales county for several years past, and that the cotton 
iHoducpd has sold for, from thirty to forty cents per pound, and proved profita- 
table to the planters. On the Colorado river I also hear of some m cultivation 
taat year and this, with like results. I am not able to give you the names ot 
the planters in Gonzales or on the Colorado. . ,. + ^ 

The plant attains to a height, on our coast islands, of from lour to six iect, ana 
b, •inches well. The limbs are lone;, slender, short-jointed, and full ot small, 
\oilcr sharp bolls, of a glittering green color. On the main land, the plant gett- 
er aflV is larger and more robust, but bearing equally as well as upon the islanos. 
The yield per acre, will be from two hundred and fifty to three hundred and fitty 
rounds of ginned cotton, varying with soil and seasons, of the average yearly 
value of one hundred and- fifty dollars per acre. I have no very reliable data 
nnon which to estimate the quantity of land upon the coastis ands and adjacent 
flhoreB particularly adapted to Sea Island Cotton. From such as 1 have, it may 
be set down at one hundred and sixty thousand acres, extending from Galveston 

^ U is an^unisuarthing, if I am not mistaken, for fine Sea Island Cotton to be 
erown upon the main land, t account for the difi^erence observed, m this respect, 
fi errand in Carolina, from a consideration of the fact that the accretions of the 
Galf shore are much more rapid than on the Atlantic, and that on this coast, the 
v^iDds blow almost incessantly during the cotton-growing season from the sea 
while in Carolina, this is only the case for a few hours in the evening. All oui 
Jews are from t^^^^^ sea, and saline plants are found m abundance upon, the mam 
W^i bordering the shore bays. Seed for the main land may require freqaent 
ll^'e^at b^nl doubt a ver/ fine staple may be P-^^^^^^^^^ 



rShould answers to letters, written by us, and enclosing samples of Texas Sea 
laland Cotton, be received in time, we shall state their substance, either in this 
or a subsequent issue of the Texas Almanac. The subject wiU be ^^fj'^)^ 
fally treated, with more satisfactory results, another je3.Y.-Edztors Texas Al- 



ma'^iac.] 
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STEPHEN F. AUSTI^\ -' ^^ 

LIFE OF STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

At our request, a biography of Gen. Austin was prepared for the Texas Alma- 
2ac, by Hon. James H. Bell, last year, but being too laie for the Almanac oj 
1858, it was published in DeBow's Eeview, for February last. The historical 
portions of our previous numbers have given our readers many of the most jm- 
Dortant acts of Austin's life ; for the history of Texas and the biography ot 
Austin are so interwoven and identified, that it is impossible to give the one 
without giving much of the other, at the same time. We, however, find me^oy 
particulars of Gen- Austin's early life, and some incidents of his colonizaoiou 
labors, given by Judge Bell, which we have not seen in any other published wojli, 
and we therefore proceed to copy such portions, as everything, in relation to tins 
great man must be interesting to our readers : 

" It is well known that the idea of planting a colony of North Americans in 
the territory of Texas, originated with Moses Austin, the father of the saOject 
of this sketch. Moses Austin was a native of Durham, in the State of Connec- 
ticut. He came of a highly respectable family, received a liberal education, and 
was regularly bred to the business of merchandise. He was a man of uncom- 
mon sagacity, and of an enterprising character. He began life as a merchant, 
in the city of Philadelphia. He afterwards removed to the city of Richmond m 
Virginia, and subsequently purchased the lead mines, known as Chissel'sminea, 
on New River, in Wythe county, in that State Here he engaged extensively in 
mining, and in the manufacture of lead. He introduced artisans from England, 
and es"tablished the first manufactory of shot and sheet lead that was establisr.<?d 
in the United States. A little village grew up around him on New River, wbj ch 
was called Austiuville, at which place Stephen F. Austin was born, on the .d 
i:]ay of November, 1793. 

'•in the year 1797, the enterprising disposition of Moses Austin led him to rx ■ 
plore that portion of Upper Louisiana, now embraced within the limits of the 
State of Missouri, which has since become so celebrated for its mines of leail. 
He had been informed by some adventurous travelers, of the riohness of thoee 
mines: and having succeeded in procuring the necessary passports from the 
Spanish Minister at Washington, be resolved to visit that section and to see for 
himself. The result was that he determined to remove his family to Upper Lou- 
isiana, and to engage in working the richer mines of that country. He procired 
a concession from the Spanish Government of a league of land, including what 
was called the Mine-a-Burtou. In pursuance of his determination, he removed 
bis family and a number of laborere to the Mine-a-Burton in the year 1799. This 
was at that time a perilous adventure. Parties of miners had been in the habit 
of going there in the summer to dig ore, which they transported on horseback 
to St. Genevieve, which was forty miles distant. There were no families resid- 
ing near the mines. In fact, there were no families nearer than St. Genevieve. 
The Osage Indians were hostile, and Austin experienced, in his new home, all the 
vicissitudes of a frontier life. It was amidst such scenes as are always presentc-d 
by a new settlement in the wilderness, surrounded by savage enemies, that the 
mind of Stephen F. Austin received its earliest permanent impressions. It; was 
in the midst of a thriving community of hardy and enterprising men, where in- 
dustry was subduing the wilderness, and where civilization was beginning to 
diffuse its refinements, that his character was formed. It will be seen that he 
was trained in a school admirably suited tb qualify him for the difficult p<'irt 
which it afterwards became his dutj^ to perform. 

'• In the year 1804, being then in the eleventh year of his age, Stephen Auetia 
was sent to Colchester Academy, in Connecticut, to pursue his academical studied. 
He remained in that institution, which was then in high repute, for one yea.r. 
Thence he removed to an Academy at New London, where he remained until 
1808. He then returned to the West, and became a student of Transylvania 
University, at Lexington, Kentucky, where he devoted himself for two years to 
his studies, and was distinguished amongst his fellow students, for his intelli- 
genoe and gentlemanly deportment. It was at Transylvania that he formed an 
intimate acquaintance with Joseph H. Hawkins, who afterwards resided in New 
Orleans, in the practice of law, and assisted Austin in his first enterprise ol' 
eolonization. 

'^ In the year 1813, at the age of twenty, Stephen F. Austin was elected toihe 
Territorial Legislature of Missouri, from the county of Washington, and was 
regularly re-elected until the year 1819, when he ceased to reside in the Tern- 
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oufint^l wfth Th^^o ^^^^"^^.^'^ of the Territorial Legislature, he became ac- 
Ben on iwo ^^0°^^! H Benton, who was a member of the same body. Mr. 
failed a fH^^^i'^'P'/^l-^'^^i^' ^ '^^^ ^^ character and talents, and they main- 
tained a fiiendly and political correspondence during Austin's life. 

ten^ivrn^rf/.r^^fi/lf ^^'^^^ ^^•?^ ^^ ^^^^' ^^^-^^ ^^«ti^ ^^d conducted an ex- 
«w io ? profitable business m mining and in the manufacture of shot and 
aconir^<? ;. f^ ?^ f "".^"^^ very valuable improvements on his property, and had 
llf ^^\^ ^"".^^^P^^ fortune. His house had become the centre of the thriving 
l^.?.l''^f^^^^\'^SOommximty which had formed itself around him. He dispensed 
Lpnfnt nf h^ ?l'^^.' ^°^ ^^^ ^^'"'''^ ^^^ t^e cheering prospect of spending the 
^o^i^ 5^^ lite m graceful and prosperous ease, when misfortune suddenly 
vt^rt'^R?'? "l^•■,c-,^^Y^^ 1^^'"^^ Stockholder in the Bank of St. Louis. In the 
wal?« 1, ^ , ' *^^ affairs of that institution fell into embarrassment, and 
were tinaUy involved in complete ruin. Moses Austin was one of the principle 
sunerers. The visions of social ease and of a green and quiet age which he had 
oegun to enjoy, suddenly gave place to the disagreeable realities which always 
wait on a great reverse of fortune. He was now in his 55th year. He saw that 
-neaemands of creditors would sweep away the accumulations of twenty-flve 
years ot labor. Instead of bowing before the stroke, he retained a firm mind 
ana a resolute heart. He sent for his son Stephen, and told him that he had de- 
lermined to surrender the whole of his property to his creditors. He carried this 
oeierminatiou mto effect, and then proposed to his son the idea of forming a 
?A >K •^i^ -^^" ^^^®^' proper and mature deliberation, the father and son came 
10 ine determination to taKe the necessary preliminary steps for that purpose, 
ana It they were successful in the preliminaries, to devote all their energies to 
Its hnal accomplishment. 

<' The title of Spain to the territory of Texas, was about this time established 
t>y the treaty of the 22d of February, 1819, between the Government of Spain 
ana tdat of the United States. This treaty is sometimes called the Monroe treaty, 
oecause Mr. Monroe was President of the United States when it was made ; and 
lo IS sometimes called the treaty of De Onis, because Don Luis de Onis was the 
ijpanisb Minister at Washington, with whom the treaty was negotiated. In con- 
sequence of this treaty, and the territorial rights secured to Spain by it, it be- 
came necessary for Moses Austin to apply to the Government of Spain, or to the 
bpanish authorities, tor permission to colonize in Texas. He accordingly re- 
solved to make the application in person. As a preparatory measure to the en- 
terprise of colonization, Stephen Austin left Missouri in the month of April, 
ibiy, and proceeded to a place known as Long Prairie, on Red R.iver, in the Ter- 
rjtory ot Arkansas. Here he commenced a small farm, intending to make that 
point the rendezvous of the settlers who were to be introduced into Texas, in 
t^e event that Moses Austin succeeded in his application for permission to plant 
..^colony there. Stephen Austin remained in the Territory of Arkansas during 
xhe. greater part of the years 1819 and 1820. In the meantime he received the 
appointment of Circuit Judge in that Territory. 

." \^^^ autumn of the year 1820, Moses Austin left Missouri and proceeded to 
Little Rock, in Arkansas, where he was met by his son Stephen. It was then 
thought advisable to abandon the farming enterprise at Long Prairie, and that 
btephen should go to New Orleans and co-operate with his father, as they might 
subeequeutly arrange, and as circumstances might require. Moses Austin pro- 
ceeded, by the way of Nachitoches,-to visit the Spanish authorities at San An- 
tonio de Bexar. After a very fatiguing and hazardous journey through a wil- 
■3erness coautry, he reached Bexar in the month of November, and proceeded, 
with as little delay as possible, to lay his business before the Governor of 
the Province, Don Antonio Martinez. The authority of Governer Martinez 
was limited, and extended only to the customary local administration of the 
Province. He was subject to the orders of the Commandant General of the 
Eastern Internal Provinces, at Monterey, in the State of New Leon. This latter 
"^as an office of very extensive authority, and was filled, at that time, by a man 
of ability and reputation, Don Joaquin de Arredondo. He was the same who, 
In the summer of 1813, destroved the revolutionary force, composed partly of 
Americans, and commanded by Toledo, at the disastrous battle of Medina; and 
who, in the year 1817, shared the honor of triumphing over the genius and valor 
of Xavler.Mina. Arredondo had given orders to Governor Martinez not to per- 
mit foreigners, and especially North Americans, to enter Texas. The Governor 
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and the Commandant General were not personally on the most friendly terms, 
and Martinez was cantious not to expose himself to the charge of disobedience 
to his superior. 

*^ Moses Austin made his application in person to Governor Martinez, and was 
much surprised and disappointed to find, not only that his proposals on the sub- 
ject of colonization would not be considered, but that be was not received with 
that courtesy which is expected from a man in high station to a petitioner. Mar- 
tinez ordered him to leave the Province, and even refused to look at papers which 
established the fact that Mr. Austin had formerly been a Spanish subject. To 
parry this blow Mr. Austin endeavored to engage the Governor in a c(yiversa- 
tioQ more general, using the French language, ot which he had acquired a know- 
ledge in Missouri, and with which the Governor was also acquainted. His at- 
tempt was unsuccessful. The Governor's manner was very ungracious, and he 
peremptorily repeated the order that Mr. Austin should leave the Province with- 
out delay. Mr. Austin was not only disappointed, but incensed by the manner 
of his reception and dismissal. He retired from the Government house, resolved 
to leave Bexar within the hour. As he crossed the plaza, he accidentally met a 
gentleman with whom he had, many years before, spent a night at a country 
tavern in one of the Southern States. This gentleman was the Baron de Bas- 
trop. When they had formerly met, they had conversed freely, and had thus ac- 
quired some knowledge of each other, both being men of enterprise and of much 
experience. Now, when they unexpectedly encountered in the Plaza, their rec- 
ognition of each other was instant. Indeed, it was said by those who knew him, 
that the Baron never forgot any one, and he was himself of so distinguished a 
figure, that it was not an easy matter for any one to forget the Baron. The 
Baron de Bastrop was a native of Prussia, and had seen service, in early youth, 
under the banners of the great Frederick. He was now a Spanish subject, and 
resided in San Antonio. He was a man of education and talents, and was much 
respected by the inhabitants of Bexar. He was also initiated into all the mys- 
teries of the Government house, was on terms of personal friendship with Gov- 
ernor Martinez, and possessed much influence with all the authorities of the 
Province. 

"Bastrop invited Austin to his house, where the latter, in a few words, ex- 
plained to him the object of his visit to San Antonio, and informed him of his 
interview with the Governor, and of its consequences. The generous temper of 
the Baron at once inclined him to serve Austin if it were possible for him to do 
so, and he pledged himself, in the most earnest manner, to make the effort. He 
repaired immediately to the Governor's house, and informed his Excellency that 
Austin was his friend, and a man of high character and integrity, whose inten- 
tions, in coming into the Province, were open and undisguised. He represented 
further to his Excellency, that Austin's health was broken by recent exposure, 
that be was suffering from fever, and that he could not travel without danger to 
his life. He begged the Governor, as a personal favor to himself, to revoke the 
order for Austin's immediate departure. The Governor listened with respect to 
the Baron's representations, and granted his request in the most obliging man- 
ner. The Baron retired, very well satisfied with the result of his first interview 
with the Governor in behalf of his friend Austin. At the end of a week, Bas- 
trop had succeeded, by the aid of other influential citizens whom he had enlisted 
in the cause, in removing the objections of Governor Martinez to the project of 
Austin, and in procuring from him and the Ayuntamiento of Bexar, a promise 
to recommend Austin's propositions for the settlement of three hundred families 
within the limits of Texas, to the favorable consideration of the Commandant 
General, Arredondo, and the Provincial Deputacion of the Eastern Internal Pro- 
vinces; which latter was a body who held their sessions at Monterey, and shared^ 
with the Commandant General, the government of the Eastern Provinces of New 
Spain, After yielding his first opposition to Austin's propositions, Governor 
Martinez entered very heartily into all his plans, and evinced a sincere interest 
in their future success. It seems that he formed a very favorable judgment of 
Austin as a man of integrity and of honorable purposes. Austin determined to 
leave San Antonio without waiting to hear the result of his application to the 
authorities at Monterey, and to return to Missouri to arrange some pressing mat- 
ters of business. Governor Martinez promised to give him the earliest pos&ible 
information of the fate of his application, and took leave of him, saying, "if 
you live to return, you may count on my assistance in every way that'duty and 
circumstances will permit.'' 
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' '^.^.^is re^Q^^ from San Antonio to Nachitoches, Austin was robbed and de- 
Be-n^ by his companions and was exposed to great suffering before he reached 
a bosiHtable roof on the Sabine, where he rested for a few days. His weak con- 
dition obliged him to rest again in Nachitoches. Here he recovered in some 
measure his strength, and after informing his son Stephen, by letters, of what 
^ad transpired he pursued his journey to Missouri. Shortly after his return 
home, he had the pleasure of hearing officially from Governor Martinez, that his 
propositions had been favorably received at Monterey, and that he was at lib- 
erty to conimence his settlement in Texas immediately. About the same time 
he procured a settlement of his affairs with the Bank of St. Louis, which was 
more satisfactory than he had anticipated, inasmuch as it left him the prospect 
0! beginning his new settlement in Texas, with means sufficient to provide the 
s'.ores and mechanical and agricultural implements necessary to such an enter 
prise. ^ 

^ -^ Moses Austin was now (in the Spring of 1821) industriously engaged in mak- 
ing ms preparations to return to Texas. He gave notice, by letters, to those 
whom he expected to accompany him, that he would be in Nachitoches by the 
Jauer part of May, and that he did not wish to be delayed a single day, in pro- 
ceeding on his way to the Brazos and Colorado. But it was written in the book 
o:<Tod's Providence, that the brave old man should be spared the trials and 
s-atlerings incident to the further prosecution of such an enterprise as he had 
conceived. He fell sick about the first of June, at the house of his daughter, 
Mrs. James Bryan, since so well known in Texas as Mrs. James F Perrv. He 
tiled in his daughter's arms, on the 10th day of June, 1821, in the fifty-seventh 
year of his age. The family of Moses Austin consisted at the time of his death, 
vt nis wife, who survived him about three years ; of his daughter Mrs. Bryan, 
Ebove named; of his son Stephen, who was then in New Orleans; and of a 
younger son, James Brown Austin, who was then at school in Kentucky, and 
who was afterwards well known in Texas. While on his death bed, Moses Austin 
lieclared it to be his earnest desire that his son Stephen should endeavor to have 
iamself recognized by the Spanish authorities in Texas as his representative, 
and that he should carry forward the enterprise of colonization. 

In anticipation of his father's return from San Antonio, and with the expec- 
t-ation of meeting him, Stephen Austin had gone about the 1st of February from 
New Orleans to Nachitoches. Moses Austin had left that place a few days be- 
fore, for Missouri, and the father and son did not meet. Stephen Austin, how- 
ever, saw several persons in Nachitoches, who had already engaged to go to 
Texas with his father, provided his application succeeded ; and from these per- 
SDDS he learned, as also from his father's letters, the particulars of the trip to 
can Antonio, the contingencies upon which the further prosecution of the enter- 
prise depended, and the plans that had been formed for the future. Stephen 
Austin returned from Nachitoches to New Orleans to await his father^s move- 
ments. His time in New Orleans was spent principally in the library of his 
Iriend Hawkins, where he devoted himself, with the greatest assiduity, to the 
siudy of law. In the month of June he heard from a friend in Nachitoches, of 
xhe arrival there of the Commissioner whom Governor Martinez had sent to meet 
Moses Austin, to inform him of the confirmation of his grant by the authorities 
hz Monterey, and to conduct him into the province of Texas, ' Stephen Austin 
'Jeemed it best that he should hasten to Nachitoches to meet the Commissioner, 
fearing that his father might be unexpectedly delayed. Accordingly he left New 
Orleans again on the 18th of June, for Nachitoches, by the way of Red River. 
On reaching Nachitoches he received intelligence of his father's death. This was 
& heavy blow to him, but he met it with the fortitude of mind, which, though 
extremely sensitive, was of firm texture, and not easily subdued by discourage- 
ment, He was now in the 28th year of his age. He felt that the hopes of his 
iamily would centre on himself. He resolved to accept the trust which his father, 
ki his dying moments, had bequeathed to him, and to make for his dear and aged 
mother, a new home, under a milder sun, where, if she could not forget the pleas- 
aci. years spent in the old hall at Mine-a-Burton, she might at least enjoy at the 
hands of an afifectionate and dutiful son, those comforts and observances with 
which it was once the pride of a tender husband to surround her. 

' The Commissioner sent by Governor Martinez to meet Moses Austin at Nach- 
itoches, was Don Erasmo Seguin, who still lives at San Antonio, having attained 
to a venerable age. He was accompanied by Don Juan Martin de Veramendi, 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 



157 



■who was afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas. 
Segnin and Veramendi were both gentlemen of character and experience, Ste- 
phen Austin waited on them, was kindly received by them, and had the gratm- 
cation to hear them express the opinion that the Spanish authorities woiila in- 
terpose no objection to the assumption by him of the character of successor to 
his father in the enterprise of colonization. He immediately made his arrange- 
ments to proceed with them to San Antonio. The party, consisting of Don 
Brasmo Seguin and Don Juan Veramendi and their escort, and Austin and four- 
teen followers, left Nachitoches about the 5th of July ; and after considerable 
delays in getting fairly equipped for their journey, they crossed the Sabine on 
the 16th. and proceeded by the way of Nacogdoches and along the old San An- 
tonio road towards Bexar. The party reached the Guadalupe on the 10th of 
August. From this river three of the Mexicans who belonged to Don Erasmo 
Segnin's escort, left them and pushed on to San Antonio, to inform his family of 
his approach. On the morning of the 12th of August, while Seguin, Verapenai 
and Austin were eating breakfast, these three men returned, accompanied by 
several others, and announced the stirring news of the declaration of Mexican 
independence. 

"On his arrival in San Antonio, Stephen F. Austin was welcomed by Gover- 
nor Martinez, as the proper representative of his deceased father; and he ac- 
cordingly made arrangem'ents for the immediate exploration of the country, and 
the selection of a suitable section for his colony. Moses Austin had formed the 
opinion that the country near the Gulf coast, "and watered by the Brazos and 
Colorado, was the best suited to his purpose. After a minute and careful exam- 
ination, Stephen Austin came to the same conclusion, and determined to plaat 
his colony on those rivers. Austin now returned, as speedily as was possible, to 
New Orleans, and began his operations for the introduction of families into the 
Province of Texas. Governor Martinez had given him instructions as to the 
quantity of land which should be promised to each settler. Austin had formerly 
agreed with his early friend, Joseph Hawkins, that he would divide with bim, in 
an equitable manner, whatever lands he might subsequently acquire in Texas, 
if Hawkins would assist him in setting his enterprise fairly on foot. Hawkins 
was a generous and sanguine man, and now entered heartily into Austin's views 
in regard to the settlement which the latter was about to form in Texas. Un- 
fortunately, however, Hawkins began, about this time, to feel the pressure of pe- 
cuniary embarrassment, and was not able to render to Austin that efficient aid 
which the latter so much needed. By their joint efforts, however, they fitted 
out a small schooner, called "The Lively." She sailed from New Orleans abont 
the 20th of November, 1821, having on board eighteen men, with all necessary 
provisions, arms, ammunition, and farming utensils. The}'- had directions to 
enter Matagorda bay, and to ascend the Colorado river, until they found a suita- 
ble place, where they were directed to build cabins, to plant corn, and to erect 
necessary defences against the attacks of hostile Indians. Austin left New Or- 
leans the next day after the Lively sailed ; he proceeded by land to the bay of 
Matagorda, where he expected to meet those who iDassed ever on the scbooaer. 
As he passed through Nachitoches, he collected a party of ten men to accompany 
him. He had already made publications in the newspapers, setting forth the 
outlines of the enterprise on which he had entered, and inviting colonists to join 
him. In these publications the terms on which colonists would be received, the 
amount of land that would be granted to them, and all other necessary particu- 
lars, were fully set forth. The fame of Austin's enterprise had thus gone forth 
throughout the Southwestern States, and many persons were already approach- 
ing the frontier of Texas with the intention to offer themselves as colonists. By 
means of agents, Austin caused all such persons to be informed how they should 
enter the Province of Texas, and conduct themselves until they could be formally 
received ps settlers, and put into possession of their lands. With this small com- 
pany, Austin pushed on to meet the passengers of the Lively ; but when he 
reached the mouth of the Colorado river, no traces were to be seen of the 
schooner or of any of those who sailed on her. Austin remained near the month 
of the Colorado for about three months, occasionally searching the neighboring 
shores of the bay and gulf for the long expected schooner, until he despaired c"f 
seeing her, when he took his course up the Colorado- Reaching the La Bahia 
crossing, he had the happiness to meet his brother, James Brown Austin, who 
had come to join him. Together they proceeded with about twenty men. to 
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San Antonio, which place they reached about the 16th of March, 1822. Another 
vessel was soon after fitted ont by Hawkins with supplies and emigrants for the 
new colony ; but the navigation of the Gulf coast was then little understood 
and this second vessel was obliged to land her cargo on the beach, where it was 
plunaered by the Carancahua Indians. These first attempts to introduce emi- 
grants and supplies by the way of the G-ulf were comparatively fruitless." 

It was on the 21st of February, 1821, that the Independence of Mexico was 
-declared by Itnrbide and confirmed by the Mexican Cortez, and Governor Mar- 
tinez was in doabt whether the new Government would sanction his acts in rela- 
tion to Austin's colony, and he therefo.'e now advised Austin to proceed at once 
to Mexico and procure the recognition of his rights and privileges of a colonist. 
He therefore set out with two or three companions, in March, 1822, on horseback, 
to perform the perilous journey, of some 1200 miles, to the capitol of Mexico, 
which place he reached, after a variety of adventures, about the last of April. 
He found the Government distracted with factions, the result of which was that 
Iturbide was proclaimed Emperor on the 18th of May. 

Austin now took the earliest opportunity to procure such measures as the ne- 
cessities of h's colony required, but before the colonization law, that had long 
been under discussion in Congress, could be finally acted upon, Iturbide dissolved 
that body (Oct. 31) by violence, substituting the ''Junta Instituyente " in its 
place. This body finally passed a colonization law and promulgated it on the 
4th of January, 1823, and it received the sanction of the Emperor on the 18th of 
Feoruary following, and then Austin, thinking that he had at last accomplished 
the objects of the journey, was making preparations to return on the 23d of 
February, but before he set out, he discovered indications of another revolution 
on foot, and fearing that it would result in annulling the acts just passed, and 
thereby defeat all his hopes, he determined -to await the threatening changes, 
which finally resulted in the overthrow of Iturbide, Santa Anna being the leader 
of the liberating army, as it was called. This event took place on the 19th of 
March, 1823, on which day Itnrbide tendered his resignation, but instead of ac- 
cepting it, Congress decreed that he had obtained the crown by violence. The 
Supreme Executive power was vested in three men, Yictoria, Bravo and Negrete, 
and Austin once more endeavored to get the authority previously given him, rat- 
ified by the new Government. On the 14th of April, the Executive Power passed 
a decree confirming Austin's powera, which decree having received the sanction 
of Congres.c', was a full confirmation of the authority originally given to Moses 
Austin ; and thus, after a year's detention in Mexico, Austin finally accoikiplished 
bis purpose, and set out on his return home on the 18th of April, but was de- 
layed on his way at Monterey, in getting the necessary instructions from the 
Commandant General of the Eastern Internal Provinces, and did not arrive in 
his colony till July : 

" Don Luciana Garcia was now the Governor of Texas. On the 16th of July, 
he appointed the Baron de Bastrop to act as Commissioner on the part of the 
Government, to take the necessary measures, in conjunction with Austin, to put 
the settlers in possession of their lands, and to deliver to them their titles. On 
the 2(5th of July, the Governor, by an official act, gave the name of San Felipe 
de Austin to the town which was to be laid off" as the capital of the netv colony. 
The Governor said that, in giving this name to the contemplated capital, he 
^vished to testify his respect for Colonel Austin, by uniting his name with the 
name of his own patron saint, San Felipe. The event proved that the saint was 
likely to carry away the honors from the Colonel ; for the town was commonly 
called San Felipe. Austin even complained jocularly, that he was near losing 
Iris rightful name of Stephen, in consequence of the Governor's compliment; 
for many persons supposed that the town had been called after the Colonel, and 
therefore concluded that his name was Philip, (Felipe,) and he frequently re- 
ceived letters thus addressed. 

" Before the Baron de Bastrop and Austin entered upon the business of desig- 
nating the lands for the colonists, the latter published an address to the settlers, 
in which he informed them as briefly as was possible, of the state of affairs — of 
what had been done, and of what remained to be done. 

'= Austin proceeded as expeditiously as was consistent with bis multiplied du- 
ties, to establish regulations for the civil and military government of the colony, 
and for the administration of justice. In November, 1822, Governor Trespala- 
cios, (who was for a short time Governor of Texas,) had divided the settlement 
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formed by Austin's colonists into two Alcalde Districts, known as the jurisdic- 
tions of the Colorado and Brazos. These two Alcalde Districts were continQe<i 
by Austin, and others were created, in each of which Alcaldes were elected by 
the votes of the settlers. These Alcaldes had jurisdiction in civil cases where 
the matter in controversy did not exceed two hundred dollars in value ; and in 
all cases when the matter in controversy was of the value of twenty-five dollars, 
an appeal was allowed from the decision of the Alcalde to Colonel Austin him- 
self, as the Superior Judge of the colony. He also formed another court for the 
trial of more important causes, which tribunal was composed of all the Alpaldea 
of the colony, and held its sessions three times a year at San Felipe. This was 
the simple machinery by which justice was administered in the colony until the 
Ist of February, 1828 ; at which time a constitutional Alcalde was elected, the 
Ayantamiento established, and the former provisional government under Austin 
entirely superseded." 

We copy the following extract in regard to the Fredonian war : 
" It has been said by Foote, in his book entitled " Texas and the Texians,'^ 
that Col. Austin was greatly perplexed and hesitated long whether he should 
join the Fredonian movement or make war against it. Something of the kind 
is also intimated by Yoakum. Such was not the fact. Colonel Austin did not 
hesitate for one moment as to the course he would pursue. The evidence in the 
possession of the writer is abundant and perfectly conclusive, that he deter- 
mined at the earliest moment, when it became necessary for him to adopt sny 
resolution in reference to his own conduct in the matter, that he would do his 
duty as a Mexican citizen, at whatever cost. He wrote several private letters to 
persons who were connected with the revolutionary movement, telling them in 
the plainest terms, that they were rushing upon certain destruction — that their 
course was one of consummate folly. He told them that the Mexican Govern- 
ment had not refused them redress of the grievances of which they complained, 
and that the delay on the part of the Mexican Government to investigate the 
conduct of the officials, and do justice to the settlers, was owing entirely to the 
fact that the Government was in its infancv and not fully organized, and that 
other and more important matters had occupied and engrossed its attention. 
He told them that justice would be done them, if they sought it in a proper 
manner; and he constantly said that he would put every thing to hazard, if it 
became necessary to do so, to uphold the constituted authorities of the Mexican 
nation. This Fredonian disturbance has been little understood ; and whenever 
the details of it are made known, it will be seen that the movement can lay no 
just claim to be considered as an honorable and praiseworthy effort in the cause 
of freedom and right; and ttiat Austin's course in reference to it was the only 
one that a man of sense and honor could pursue." 

Gen. Austin, whose constitution had been impaired and his health enfeebled 

by exposure and severe labor of body and mind, was taken sick in Columbia, 

Brazoria county, and there died, December 25th, 1836, in the 45th year of his age. 

We conclude with the following extract, in the truth of which every old Tex- 

ian will concur: 

" It can hardly be doubted that the period concerning which the foregoing 
narrative is most particular— from the time he entered Texas until 1828, and the 
two or three years next succeeding, were the happiest of Austin's checkered life. 
Cares, disappointments, and perplexities, were, it is true, a part of his daily ex- 
perience. Sometimes the voice of detraction and obloquy was heard. Some- 
times curses were heaped upon him by men whom he had served with conscien- 
tious fidelity. But these are things which come to most men who act a principal 
part in what is transpiring around them, and in Austin's case, these things were 
more than counterbalanced. The great body of his colonists loved him and he 
knew it. They had tried him and had found him to be true to them and to their 
interests. Though a younger man in years than many of his followers, he was 
old in experience, and was thorougly versed in the management of affairs the 
most delicate and important. For these reasons he was respected by all. Every 
log-cabin in the land was open to him. Every child of every colonist knew him 
and was permitted to play upon his knee. In those days the tables of the oolo- 
nists gave no evidences of luxurious living ; but the frugal and industrious house 
wives of the colony were always sure to have something nice to set before the 
Coloael. If there was a silver spoon or a piece of China (mementoes of other 
<<iAys) in any of the cabins, it waa brought to light for the Colonel's use. If the 
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sQppIy of coffee was getting very short, which was often the case, a little was 
aaways put away, that the Colonel might have his cup when he came. These were 
]jttJe things, but they went to the heart, and healed many a burning, and made 
iLiEQ feel tlaat he was not laboring in vain. And when he looked around him. he 
bad reason to be gratified at the changes which had taken place through his in- 
strumentality. When he entered the Province of Texas, in the summer of 1821, 
there was but one settlement from the Sabine to San Antonio. This was Nacog- 
■ciG^ihes; and Austin says in his journal, that there were but three unmarried men, 
and one family in that place when he passed through it. The sound of the axe 
had never been heard in the virgin forests of the Brazos and Colorado. The tall 
-ravage roamed the woods and built his camp-fire by the crystal stream, without 
Qreaming that the white man was coming to plant corn in'his hunting grounds. 
B.OW changed was the sceue ! The settlers came following their young and ad- 
venturous leader to where the tall cane-brakes attested the land's fertility. They 
QTOiight with them the rifie, the axe, the plough, and the seed corn. Soon the 
smoke ascended from a hundred chimneys. And where before the monarch oaks 
waved their proud branches, like so many sceptres, over the subject forest, were 
7-Ow to be seen fields of luxuriant corn, yielding ample returns to the industry 
ot man. The wild beasts of the woods had been driven from their lairs, and 
*be wilder men, who strove with bow and spear to drive out the pale faces, had 
been subdued. When rebellion against the constituted authorities which the 
settlers had sworn to respect, raised its banner in a neighboring part of the State, 
Austin called on his colonists to do their duty in maintaining the laws; and be 
was promptly told that three hundred good rifles would follow him to battle. 
He might well be proud of his position and of his achievments. He might well 
'eel that he had acquired an indisputable title to the respect of mankind. And 
that respect his memory will certainly receive. Circumstances inseparable from 
the settlement and growth of a new country, and from changes of Government, 
bave had the effect to distract the minds of men from inquiry into his character 
Mid services. But history will one day adorn her page with a delineation of his 
hljjb and spotless character, and with the story of his long, arduous, and suc- 
cessful services to his country. His fame will grow, as the State which he found- 
ed is destined to grow in prosperity and influence. And when the Capital which 
bears his name shall have become a proud city, and when all the hills that rise 
aiound it, and the noble plains that are spread out before it, shall wear the 
splendid and blooming aspect which the plastic hand of art and industry creates, 
then the name of the pioneer who opened the way for civilization and for social 
refinements to enter where all before was wild, and rude, and desolate, will have 
been placed on the bright roll that bears to future ages, the names of the worthies 
of i.be past."' 



LIST OF ALIi THE MEN IN THE TEXAS ARMY AT 
THE BATTIiE OF SAN JACINTO. 

lie rum of HUed and wounded, in the actions of t/ie l^th and list April, 1836 

Major Gen. Sam Houston, wounded severely. 
First Regiment Texmn Volunteers. 

Company A —George Waters, private, slightly wounded on the 2l8t. 

Company B.— James Ownby, private, badly wounded on the 21st ; William 
e Walker, private, badly wounded on the 21st ^v. oi * r .«,„^^ 

Company C.—Capt. Jesse Billingsly, slightly wounded on the2l8t; Lemuel 
e/lakely, private, killed on the 21st ; Logan Vandeveer, private, badly woundeoi 
CD the 2l8t ; Washington Anderson, private, slightly wounded on the 21st ; 
Calvin Page, private, slightly wounded on the 21st ; Martin Walker, private, 
^adly wounded on the 21st. _ ^ ^ 

Company D.— Captain Mosely Baker, slightly wounded on the 21st, a D. 
Anderson, private, slightly wounded on the 21st ; Allen Ing:ram, private, slightly 
w&oncled on the 21s'.. 
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Company P.— Lerov Wilkinson, private, slightly wounded on the 21st ; Jam^a 
Nelson, private, wounded on the 21st ; Mitchel Putnam, private, wounded oa the 

2l9t. 

Company H.— A. R. Stephens, private, wounded on the 2l8t ; J. Tom, private, 
killed on the 2l9t; J. — Cooper, private, badly wounded on the 21st; B. R. 
Brigham, private, killed on the 21st. Total— killed, 3, wounded, 15. 

Second Regiment Texian Volunteers 

Company D.— Second Lieutenant, Lamb, killed on the 21st; G. W. Robinaon, 
private, severely wounded on the 2l8t ; William Winters, private, severely 
wounded on the 21st; First Sergeant, Albert Gallatin, slightly wounded on the 
21st ; E. G. Rector, private, slightly wounded on the 21st. 

Company E. — Washington Lewis, private, severely wounded on the 21st. 

Company P.— Alphonso Steel, wounded on the 21st. 

Company K.— Pirst Lieutenant, J. C. Hale, killed on the 21st. 

Company J. — Captain Smith, slightly wounded on the 21st; First Sergeant. 
Thomas P. Fowl, killed on the 21st ; W. P. James, private, severely wounded oa 
the 21st. Total— killed, 3 ; severely wounded, 5 ; slightly, 3— total, 11. 

Dr. William Motley, wounded severely on the 21st — died since; A. R. Stevens, 
wounded severely on the 21st — died since ; Lieut. Col. J. C. Neil, of the Artill-ery, 
wounded on the 20th ; William A. Park, of the Artillery, wounded slightly O'O. 
the 21st ; Devereau J. Wo^dlief, of the Cavalry, wounded severely on the 20th ; 
Olwyn J. Trask, private, Cavalry, wounded severely on the 20th. 

A List of Officers^ Non'Com')nissioned Officers and Privates^ engaged in the- 
Battle of San Jacinto^ on the 21st of April, 1836. 

Major-General SAM HOUSTON, Commander-in Chief of the Texian forces. 

<Sff7^.— Adjutant General, John A. Wharton; Inspector General, George W. 
Hockley ; Commissary General, John Forbes ; Asst. Inspector General. William. 
G. Cooke ; Aids-de-Camp, A Horton, Wm. H. Patton, James Collinsworth : Vol- 
unteer Aids, James H. Perry, R. Eden Handy, R. M. Coleman ; Secretary of War, 
Bon. Thomas J. Rusk ; Wm. Motley, M. D. 

Medical Staff. — Alexander Ewiug, Surgeon First Regiment Artillery, actina: 
Surgeon General ; Davidson, Surgeon Fin-t Regiment Volunteers ; Fitzhucb, 
Asst. Surgeon l?irst Regiment Volunteers; A. Jones, Surgeon Second Regimeac 
Volunteers; Booker, Surgeon Second Regiment Volunteers ; Labadie, SurgeoEi. 

Artillery Corps. — Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Neil, wounded the 20th;' Capt. J. 
N. Moreland ; First Lieutenant, W. Stillwell. 

Privates. — T Harris, John M Wade, Hugh M Swift, Wm A Park, wounded oel 
the 21st; Thomas Green, Clark M Harmon, T J Robinson, M Baxter, Thomas 
Plaster, Second Sergeant, Willis Collins, Benj M'CuUoch, Richardson Scurry, 
First Sergeant; Joseph White, Thomas N B Green, John Ferrill, Joseph Floyd, 
Alfred Benton, D T Dunham, T C Edwards, S B Bardwell, assisted by tbe follow- 
ing regulars from the companies of Capts. Teal and Turner: Campbell, Miller- 
Eoan, Gainer, Cumberland, of Teals' Company ; Benson, Clayton, Merwin, Legg, 
of Turners' Company. 

Cavalry Corps. — Mirabeau B Lamar, Commander; Henry Carnes, Captain ; J 
R Cook, Pirst Lieutenant; Wm Harness, Second Lieutenant; W H Smith, 
Captain ; Lem Gustine, M. D. ; W Secretts, F Secretts, A Allsbury, W B'- 
Sweeney, Benj F Smith, Thomas Robbing, S C Tunnage, D W Reaves, E R Rain- 
water, J D Elliott, J P Davis, J Neil, N Nixon, G Deaderick, J Nash, Isaac W" 
Benton, Jacob Duncan, J W Hill, P Allsbury, D McKay, W J C Pierce, W King, 
Thomas Blackwell, Goodwin, J Coker, Elisha Clapp, H Henderson, George 
Johnson, J W Williamson, Wilson C Brown, J Thompson, John Robblns, Wm P 
Young, James Douthatt, John Carpenter, William Taylor, Anthony Foster, S 
Y Beauford, Spenser Townsend, James Shaw, William D Redd, Clopper. P H 
Bell, J W Robinson. 

REGULARS. 

Lieut. Col. Henry Millard, Commanding ; Capt. John M Allen, acting Major. 

Company A. — Andrew Briseoe, Captain ; Martin K Snell, First Lieutenant ; 
Robert McClosky, Second Lieutenant ; Lyman F Rounds, First Sergeant ; DaviA 
S Nelson, Second Sergeant ; Daniel DriscoU, Third Sergeant ; Charlea A. 
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Ford, Fourth Sergeant; Richardson, First Corporal; Harry C Craig, Second 
Corporal ; Bear, Third Corporal ; Flores, Musician. 

Privates. — Bruff, Bebee, Benton, EL P Brewster, Cassady, Butcher, Darrl, 
Elliott, Flyn, Farley, Grieves, Warner, Henderson, Lang, Larbartare, Limstij 
Mason, Montgomery, Marsh, Morton, O'Neil, Pierce, Patton, Rheinhart, Kainer, 
Richardson, Smith, 1st, Smith, 2d, Sullivan, Saunders, Swain, Tindall, Ist, 
Taylor, Van Winkle, Wilkinson, Webb. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Company B.— A Turner, Captain ; W Millen, First Lieutenant ; W W Sum 
mers. Second Lieutenant ; Charles Stewart, First Sergeant; Swearinger, Second 
Sergeant ; Robert Moore, Thomas Wilson, and M Snyder, Corporals. 

Privates. — Bernard, Browning, Bissett, Belden, Colton, Harper, Hogan, Har- 
vey, Johnson, Keeland, Nirlas, Paschal, Phillips, Smith, lat. Smith, 2d, Calla- 
han, Christie, ClarksoUj Dalrymple, Eldridge, Edson, Ladus, Lind, Minuett, 
Mordorff, Massie, Moore, 2d, Scheston, Sigman, Tyler, Woods, Wardryski. 

Company B. — A R Romans, Captain ; Nicholas Dawson, Second Lieutenant ; 
James Wharton, A Mitchell, S L Wheeler, Sergeants ; A Taylor, J D Egbert^ 
Chas A Clarke, W P Moore, Corporals. 

Privates. — Angell, G Brown, Joseph Barstow, J B Bradley, B Coles, J S Conn, 
J W T Dixon, William Dunbar, H Homan, J M Jett, Stev Jett, A S Jordan, S 
W Lamar, Edward Lewis, J B W M'Farlane, A M'Stea, H Miller, W G Newman, 
W Richardson, D Tindale, J Vinater, C vV Waldron, F F Williams, James 
Wilder, W S Walker, James Ownby. 

Company I.— W S Fisher, Captain; R W Carter, Second Lieutenant; Jones, 
Sergeant. 

Privates.—GrQOxgQ W Leek, N Rudders, J W Strode, Jos Sovereign, W Sar- 
geant, R J L Reel, Rufus Wright, Jos McAlister, B F Starkley, Day, John Mor- 
gan, W S Arnot, M W Brigham, P Bart, Tewister, Slack, R Banks, Jac Maybee^ 
Graves, B F Fry, E G Mayrie, M'Neil, J M Shreve, W Pace, Cb Stibbins, H Bond, 
Geo Fennell, W Gill, R Crittenden, Adam Mosier, J S Patterson, Jos Douane, 
G W Mason, Thomas Pratt, E Knoland, A H Miles, Jno Llewelyn, James Joslyn, 
Jo Gillespie, A J Harris, D James 

STAFF OF THE COMMAND. 
Nicholas Lynch, Adjutant; W M Carper, Surgeon; John Smith, Sergeant 
Major ; Pinkey Caldwell, Quartermaster. 

'first REGIMENT TEXIAN VOLUNTEERS. 

Edward Burleson, Colonel ; Alex Sommerville, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jas W 
Tinsley, Adjutant ; Cleveland, Seargant-Major- 

Company A.— William Wood, Captain; S B Raymond, Second Lieutenant; 
J C Allison, First Sergeant ; Jas A Sylvester, Second Sergeant ; T Brown, 
Third Sergeant ; Nathaniel Peck, Fourth Sergeant. 

Privates.— Ir^in Armstrong, W H Berryhill, Uriah Blue, Seyrn Bottsford, 
Luke W Bust, James Cumbo, Elijah V Dale, Abner C Davis, Jacob Eiler, SimoB 
P Ford, Garner, G A Giddings, Jas Greenwood, Wm Griffin, W C Hays, T A 
Haskin, Robert Howell, Wm Lockridge, J D Loderback, Edward Miles, Benj. 
Osborne, J R Pinchback, Joseph Rhodes, John W Rial, Ralph E Sevey, Manasseb 
Sevey, Edward W Taylor, John Viven, George Waters, James Welsh, Ezra 
Westgate, Walker Winn. -r^. . t • ^ 

Company C— Jesse Billingsly, Captain ; Micah Andrews, First Lieutenant ; 
James A Craft, Second Lieutenant; Russel B Craft, First Sergeant; Wm H 
Magill, Second Sergeant; Campbell Taylor, Third Sergeant. 

Privates.-'L S Cunningham, John Herron, Preston Conly, Jackson Berry, 
Jefferson Barton, Demry Pace, John W Bunton, Wm Crisswell, Sam M Clelland, 
Lemuel Blakely, George Self, Thomas Davy, Jacob Standerford Wayne Barton, 
Sampson Connell, Calvin Gage, Martin Walker, Gern E Brown, Log Vanderveer, 
Wash Anderson,' Wm Standerford, William Simmons, George Green, Geo F 
Erath, T M Dennis, James R Pace, John Hobson, Lewis Goodwin, Jos Garwood, 
Willis Avery, Jesse Halderman, Charles WiUams, Aaron Burleson, R M Cravens, 
Walker Wilson, Prior Holden, Thomas A Mays, A M H Smith, James Curtis, V 
M Rain, Robert Hood, Dugald M'Lean, Thomas A Graves. 
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Company D.— Mosely Baker, Captain ; J P Borden, First Lieutenant ; John 
Pettus, Second Lieutenant ; Jeseph Baker, First Sergeant ; E C Pettns, Second 
Sergeant ; M A Bryan, Third Sergeant ; James Bell, First Corporal ; James 
Friel, Second Corporal ; J L Hill, Third Corporal. o r» t? 

Privates.— D Anderson, J B Alexander, John Beachom, T H Bell, S R Bos- 
tick, P P Borden, J Carter, Samuel Davis, G W Davis, J R Foster, A Greenlaw, 
Fowler, Hugh Frazier, William Isbell, R Kleburg, Mat Kuykendall, Robert 
Moore, Jos McCrabb, Louis Rorder, V W Swearengen, Jos VermilioD, I E Wat- 
kins, A W Wolsey, W R Williams, Ellison York, Patrick Usher, J S Menifee, 
Paul Scarborough, John Flick, J H Money, Weppler, John Marshall, William 
Bernbeck, Millett, Philip Stroth, Andreas toyel, Nicholas Peck, Wm Hawkins, 
John Duncan, Geo Sutherland, Thomas Gay, Joseph Miller, G W Gardner, Wm 
Mock, S H Isbel, James Tarlton, Allen Ingraham; McHenry Winburn, W R 
Jackson, D D D Baker, oflacers belonging to the regular service. 

Company K.— R J Calder, Captain; J Sharper, First Lieutenant, M A Bing- 
ham, First Sergeant. 

Primtes.—^ Brigham, J Conner, F S Cooke, T Cooke, S Conner, G J John- 
stone, Granville Mills, Elias Baker, H Dibble, T M Fowler, H Fields, B C Frank- 
lin, J Green, W C Hogg, J Hall, E B Halstead, J W Hassel, W Lambert, B Mims, 
W Muir. P D M'Neil, C Mai one, J Plunkett, "W P Eecse, C K Reese, J A Spicer, 
H Stonfer, J Threndgil, W P Scott, R Crawford, S B Mitchell, B F Fitch, W W 
Grant, J S Edgar, J Smith, T D Owen, W Hale, A G Butts, D Dedrick, C Foms- 
ter, W K Denham. 

Company F.— Wm J E'Hcard, Captain; William Eastland, First Lieutenant; 
Eli Mercer, First Sergeant ; Wilson Lightfoot, Second Sergeant ; Alfred Kelso, 
First Corporal; Elijah Mercer, Second Corporal. 

Pm;ai€5.— Robert M'Laughlin, Leroy Wilkinson, Wm Lightfoot, Daniel Miller, 
Jesse Robinson, Josiah Hagans, John M'Crab, Maxwell Steel, John Bi^ley, Hugh 
M'Kenzie, Jos Elinger, John Halliet, J Robinson, D Dunham, William Passe, 
James S Lester, Phillilla Evading, Christian Winner, James Nelson, John Tum- 
linson. F Brockfield, Charles M Henry, James Byrd, Nathaniel Eeid, Andrew 
Sennatt, P B O'Connor, Thos Ryons, John Lewis, Jos Highland, Leander Reason, 
ST Foley, Allen Jones, Thomas Adams, Mitchell Putnam, T M Hardiman, Chas 
Thompson, Wm Waters. 

Company H.— Wm W Hill, Captain, (sick,) commanded by R Stephenson; H 
H Swisher, First Lieutenant; C Raney, First Sergeant; A R Stevens, Second Ser- 
geant; Wm H Miller, Fourth Sergeant. 

PHvates.—E Whitesides, J S Shimp, J M Swisher, Moses Davis, Jolm Lyford, 
John Tom, Nicholas Crunk, Lewis Clemins, Wm Hawkins, J W Cannon, James 
Farmer, R Bowen, A Lesassiem, W K Dallas, M B Gray, James Gray, B Dooliltle, 
John Graham, James M Hill. J Ligraham, John Gafford, N Mitchell, David 
Korneky, Geo Petty, James Everett, Prosper Hope, J Powell, Matthew Dunn, J 
D Jennings, John C Hunt, Jacob Groce, F B Gentry, J G Wilkinson, A Dillard, 
F K Henderson, Uriah Saunders, John Craddick, J Lawrence, A Caruthers, Dan- 
iel McKay. 



SECOND REGIMENT TEXAS VOLUNTEERS. 

Sidney Sherman, Colonel; Joseph L Bennett, Lieu ten ant- Colonel; Lysender 
Wells, Ma^jor; Edward B Wood, Adjutant; Bennett McNelly, Sergeant Major. 

FiEST Company. — Hayden Arnold, Captain; R W Smith, First Lieutenant; 
Isaac Edwards, Second Lieutenant. 

Pri'oates. — Sam Leiper, Peter W Holmes, W P Kincannon, Daniel Doubt, John 
Moss, E E Hamilton, David Rusk, W F Williams, J W McHorsc, H Malena 
Alexin, John Harvey, M G Whitaker, John Yancy, S Yarbrough, Thos G Box, 
Nelson Box, G R Mercer, Wm Nabors, Wm T Saddler, James Mitchell, James E 
Box, Sam Phillips, John B Trenay, Levy Perch, Crawf Grigsby, John McCoy, 
Dickins Parker, Jerse Walling, J W Carpenter, John Box, W E Hall mask, Thos 
D Brooks, S F Spanks, Howard Bailey, H M Brewer, Stephen McLin. 

Second Company. — William Ware, Captain; Job S Collard, First Lieutenant; 
Geo A Lamb, Second Lieutenant; Albert Gallitin, First Sergeant: Wm C Win- 
ters, Second Sergeant. 
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^ rH^ates,~J. - Winters, J W Winters, C Edenburg, Lewis Cox, G W Eobinson, 
%1 ^f ^^^^^«' W Cartwnght, John Sadler, James Wilson, James Deritt, Mat-^ 
.n&v,- Aloss, Jesse Thomson. ' 

- 7;;?:''i3^?o^''''^'"l.^'^'?'?.^^ ^^^^^' captain; Franklin Harden, First Lieu- 
.cran., B J Harper Second Lieutenant; E F Branch, First Serjeant, 

Si i!^'^ff'''^'^^'\ ^'^^^^\ "^ Maxwell, M Charencan, E BuUi^ior, P Bulliner, J 
$^ S'x?% Patrick Carnel,WmM Smith, David Choat, David Cole, Q Dykes, 
^>av:dM^tadden, Thomas Orr, Luke Bryant, W Kibbe, E M Tanner, H E Wil- 
-lams Michael Poveto, Lefray Gedrie, Joseph Farewell, C W Tliompson, Corne- 
.aus ite^^is, M J Brakey Thomas Belnop, Wm Duffee, Joseph Ellender, William 
bmiih, Wm Robertson, W A Symth. James Call. 

^^I'MTnTii^ Company.— Wm H Fatton, Captain, (before entered as aid to General 
^. .•^i'avKl Murphy, First Lieutenant; Peter Harper, Second Lieutenant: John 
^mun,_^iHjrst ber^eant; Pendleton Eector, Second Serjeant; A W Breedlove, 
i n;:rd sergeant: G L Bledsoe, First Corporal. 

^ir,,:,-.^:,, James E_^radley, J C Boyd, Eobert Carr, A J Beard, Alexander 
^..u...ey,. ..I J C^ilds, bt Clair Patton, Claiborn Eector. Phiiieas Eipley, Thomas 
i-^eveney, J B Tayior, L AVilloughby, G Wright, M B Atkison, Holden Denmon, 
t: .;:'"^'-"^ P^^^^' ^ ^ Daist, J K Davis, E Gallaher, James Hall, S Phillips, Thomas 
-V^Gay J A Barkley, Francis Walneet, Hinson Curtis, J B Grice, Nat Hager, B F 
^age. J M McCormack, James Haye, Charles Hick, A D Kenyon, G W Lewis, J 
rio^ering, James Harris, William Brennan, Wm H Jack, Dr ]Baylor, Thomas' F 
C.-.r.ey, A Lewis, W P Lane, E G Eector. 

T::03 H M'Intire, Captain; John P Gill, First Lieutenant; Bazil G Gians, Sec- 
CTja Lieutenant; Eobert D Tyler, First Sergeant; John Wilkinson, Second Ser- 
L-eapt; E G Coffman, First Corporal. 

-r'rc'rc^^;^.— William Boyle, BeDJ Bancroft, Georee Barker, William Bennett, 
J:>nn Clarke, J B Coliant, J Campbell, Cooper, T Davis, Oscar Parish, Thomas 
HopMns,_^Jack Lowrie, Placido M'Curdy, David Odcn, G W Penticost, S W 

- eeoles, Samuel Sharpe, Isaac Jacques, John Chevis, 1st, John Chevis, 2d, Thos 
*^'vx, Cyrus Cepton. Ambrose Mayer, Moses Allison, Isaac Maiden, F Wilkinson. 

Jf-mes Galsaspy, Captain: Wm Finch, First Lieutenant: A L Harrison, Second 
Licjitenant: E T Choderick, First Sergeant. 

: rl V ate s.— John Sayres, F B Lasiter, M K Gohoen, T H Webb, John Peterson, 
^ Montgomery, T F Johnson, Hez Harris, W F Ferrill, Samuel'Wyley, William 
i^ertilan. A Montgomery. A Lolison, E McMillan, S Daling, J W Scolling, J Eich- 
:ar,bon. Obanlon, Willis L Ellis, James Walker, Alphonzo Steel, Benj Johnson, F 
K Woodward, Wm Peterson, J C White, Eobert Henry, Elijah Votan, G Crosby, 
Joel Dederick, L Eaney. 

S Bryant, Captain; John C Hale, First Lieutenant; A S Lewis, Second Lieut. 

- ■;/rft?;f 6-. — William Earle, JSP Irven, Sim Roberts, Joseph P Parks. C Eock- 
>-e'.;, E B Eussel, L H White, A M'Kenzie, A Cobble, John F Gilbert, D Eoberts, 
Wna B Scates, J JR. Johnson, WilHam Pate, B Lindsay, James Clarke, Eobert Love. 

William Kimbo, Captain ; James Eowe, First Lieutenant: John Harman, First 
S-3Tgeant; William Fisher, Second Sergeant; Henry Eeed, Third Sergeant. 

I- rivates. — D Brown, W"il]iam. Bateman, J A Chatfin, H Corsine, Joel Crane, 
T. T Crane, Joshua Clelens. W H Davis, S Holeman, H Hill, G D Hancock, E 
Legrand, D Love, D H M'Gary, Thomas Maxwell. A G M'Gowan, J W Proctor, 
li'en/'amin Thomas, D Watson, Lewis Wilworth. R Stevenson. G W Jones, W B 
Ercwn, B Green, J Kent, Caddell, R Hotchkiss, Thomas M Hughes, A Buffington, 
James Burch, E Burch, A E Manuel. 

Juan N Seguin, Captain; Manuel Flores, First Sergeant; Antonio Menchasen, 
Second Sergeant; Kep Flores, First Corporal; Ambro Eodrid^e, Second Corporal.' 

Fricates. — Antonio Cruz, Jose Maria Mocha, Eudnado Samirer, Lucin Ennques, 
Maticio Cur vis, Antonio Cnevee, Simon Ancola, Manual Tarin, Pedro Henem! 
Thos Maldonart, Cecario Cormana, Jacinto Pena, N Navarro, A Varcinas, Manuel 
Avo-^a. 
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NAMES OMITTED IN THE FOREGOING LIST. 

Tbe above list ia copied literally from a small pamphlet, kindly furnished us, 
and which was printed in the New Orleans Bulletin Office, in 1&36, a few weeKs 
after the battle. This list has always been supposed to be full and correct aa 
it was ofBcial, but the following letter from Dr. Wm. P. Smith carries satistae-- 
tory evidence that many names of those on detached service were omitted, ana 
we hope we may yet be able to supply this omission by the assistance of others. 
Dr. Smith was identified with the war from its conQmencement, and was, as we 
learn, the first Surgeon General of the Army, uT^^er the appointment of Stephen 
P. Austin, in 1836, and on the eve of tbe first battle of Texian revolution, he 
delivered an address to the troops, &c. "^e also subjoin another letter, giving 
the names of those composing the ©py Company, some of which are not m tlie 
official list. We have followed, JXterally, the orthography of the names as w& 
find them printed, though wo feel quite certain the spelling is incorrect i-n sev- 
eral instances. " ^ „, -r , orv., To^o 

Fayetteville, Fayette Co., Texas, July 20th, 1868. 

Messes. KicH-i^DSON & Co.— In your notice of your Almanac, for 1869, I see 
you contemplate publishing the names of those who were in the battle of Saa 
Jacinto, m Gen. Houston's published account of that battle, he does not say 
one word about those who were really connected with the army, yet on detached- 
service by his own order. This is certainly not doing them justice. For iis- 
stance, Major McNutt was appointed to the command of the guard over the sick, 
the baggage, &c., at the upper encampment. I, as one of the Surgeons of the 
Army, was left at Donabo's, in charge of some sixty sick with the measles, being 
the sick of both Eegiments. So soon as I got them in a condition so that some 
could go to the settlements, to regain their health, Capt. Hill, of Washington Go.^ 
and myself, took those who were able to join the Army, and dashed on as rap- 
idly as possible, to join the main Army before the battle. When we arrived on 
the 20th of April, 1836, at the upper encampment, the end was knocked out of 
the ferry-boat, and while some workmen were repairing it, Cos's division came 
on, fired on the workmen, and wounded one. Then, as Cos's division was be- 
tween us and the main Army, we could not arrive there until the battle was over, 
and then we hastened to the scene as quick as possible. I was there in time to 
aid in attending to the sick and wounded. I was acting under a commission, as 
Regimental Surgeon, with the appointment of David G. Burnet, President ad 
interim, and Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War. I was regularly discharged 
by M. E. Lamar, then Secretary of Wai% some two months after the battle. I 
have obtained my 640 acre San Jacinto donation, and I think that myself, witiL 
others similarly situated, who were at our post doing detached service 'hy order 
of the Commander-in-Chief, are entitled to some public consideration. 'Would 
it not be wellj in your forth coming issue, to make some honorable mention of 
those on detached service ? Yours, &c., 

WM. P. SMITH. 

TEXAS SPY COMPANY. 

Ens. Texas Alatanac :— Enclosed I send you a list of the names of the spies 
belonging to the Army under Gen. Sam Houston, in 1836, as far as I recollect 
The names of some will be found in the list of those who were directly engaged 
in the battle, while others were in its immediate vicinity acting in their capacity 
aa spies. Their duty, at all times, was conceded to be of the most hazardous 
kind, often meeting the enemies' scouts performing the same services for them. 
The results are unknown, except to those immediately concerned, and for ever 
will be. 

iVbw<j*.— Erasmus (Deaf) Smith, Capt. Karnes, Washington Secret>s, Fieidiai?- 
Secrets, R. O. W. McMannus, Pierce, Koker. V. Q.' 



ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE OF SANTA AJNTMA. 
[The statements in the following letter appear to preaeut some discrepammes 
with the more generally received accouEt of the capture of Santa Anina, ©t 
that given by Dr. T.abadle in his Barrative. in anotiaer part of this ^m\. Wa, 
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liowever, give Mr. Eobisou^s account, believing that it will serve to elicit othej' 
testimony of living witnesses, by which any errors may hereafter be corrected.| 

Round Top, August 6th, 1858. 
Eds. Texas Almanac — Gentlemen:—! have received a letter from my friend, 
Br J. R Robson, requesting me to give you the particulars of the capture of 
Santa Anna, in 1836. It was as follows : On the morning of the 22d, the day 
after the battle, a party waa detailed and sent out under command of Gen. Bar- 
lleson This party proceeded 1t^ the direction of the bridge on Vince's Bayou, 
Our object was to pick up any Mexio-ans we could find who had fled from the 
battle the evening before, and particularly to search for Santa Anna and Cos. 
When we reached the Bayou, we divided "iTnt.o squads of five or six persons im 
each, and went in different directions. The party I was with consisted of siXj 
all privates, 80 far as I know. Their names are as follows : Miles, Sylvefiter, 
Thompson, Vermilion, another whose name I do not recollect, and myself. From. 
the bridge we started down the Bayou. After traveling a bt>nt two miles, we saw 
a man standing on the bank of a ravine, some five or six hundred yards from us. 
He, no doubt, saw us first, for when we started towards him, he&at down on a 
high place, and waited till we came up It proved to be Santa Antici. I was 
the only one of the party that spoke the Mexican language. I asked hiui if he 
tnew where Santa Anna and Cos were. He said he thought they bad gone *o 
the Brazos. I asked him if he knew of any other Mexicans that had made their 
escape from the battle. He said he thought there were some up the ravine in a 
thicket. I told him we would take him to the American Camp He was very 
willing to go, but complained of being very tired. I asked if be was an officer. 
JJo he said he belonged to the cavalry, and was not accustomed to being oe 

jQQt that he was run very close by our cavalry the day before, and was com- 

nelled to leave his horse. When* we started with him, one of our party dis- 
mounted and went up the ravine to look for the Mexicans spoken of by Santa 
Anna, and Santa Anna rode his horse some two miles up to the road. The mam 
that went up the ravine finding no Mexicans, then came up and told Santa Anna 
to dismount He reiused to do it, and the man then leveled his gun at him^ 
ivhen he dismounted and asked me bow far it was to camp. I told him eight or 
nine miles. He said he could not walk so far. The young man then wanted to 
kill him, and I told him so. He then said he would try and walk^ but would 
have to go slow ; and so we started for camp, and the man got behind him, and 
would prick him in the back with bis spear, and make him trot for some two or 
three miles. Santa Anna then stopped, and appealing to me, said if we wanted 
to kill him to do so, but he could not walk any farther. I then took him up 
behind me,' and carried him to camp, some five or six miles further. After he 
eot up behind, we entered into a general conversation. He a^ked me if Gem. 
Houston commanded in person at the battle; how many we killed, and how many 
orisorers we had taken, and when they would be shot. I told him 1 did not 
think they would be shot— that I had never known Americans to kill prisoners 
of war He said the Americans were a brave aod geoerous people, and asked 
me what I thought would be done with the prisoners. 1 told him J did not knoWj 
l)nt that the Americans would like tie younger ones for servants. He said that 
would be very kind. He asked me how many were in our army at the battle. I 
S4id some six or Foven hundred. He said be thought I was mistaken— that there 
mnst be more. I said, no, and that two hundred Americans could whip the whole 
Mexican Army. " Yes, said he, the Americans are great soldiers." I asked him 
if be was not sorry he bad come to fight the Americans. Yes, be said, but he 
ieloneed%.o the army, and was compelled to obey his officers. 1 asked bim, if 
\it was back in Mexico, if he would come to Texas any more. He said no, be 
ni/nnif) flesert first. This brought us to camp, when the Mexicans immediately 
rnnoanced his name He asked to be taken to Gen. Houston, and was then 

^^Ih-'^R^ob^so^ writes to me that you want these facts for the information of your 
Almanac readers. It you think them of sufficient interest, you can put them in 

such shape as you think best. 

f ■' ][ j^jjj^ yours, &c.. 

Very respectfully, __^ ^^ 

JOEL W. ROBISON. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COUNTIES. 

BELL. 

C Fumislied by M. W. Dameon, Assessor and Collector, B . 0. J 

f here are a great many springs in tbis county, the water being limestone 
generally. Some of those springs are of sufficient size to afford good mills 
within a few paces of the head. There is one sulphur spring which is resorted 
%o sometimes for health. About one-half of this county is prairie, the soil y&- 
irying from black, waxey land, to a grey, sandy, in the bottoms. The timber 
consists of Burr Oak, Post Oak, Live Oak, Elm, Cotton Wood and Cedar, the 
latter being very plenty in portions of the county, and which is used chiefly for 
fencing. There are four grist and two saw mills driven by water ; one grist an6 
^wo saw mills driven by steam, and one grist mill run by horse-power, makinr 
ten mills in this county. The average yield of cotton is about one tbousanl 
pounds per acre in the seed; that of corn is about thirty bushels ; wheat, twelve 
Ijushels; Chinese Sugar Cane 160 gallons of syrup per acre. The valiie 
of improved land varies from five to ten dollars per acre; unimproved from one 
io five dollars per acre. There is but very little vacant or public land in this 
(Sonnty, and what there is is not worth anything. There has been some land iss 
$hi8 county cultivated about fourteen years ; it produces as well as it did at first 
The depth of the soil rane^es from three to ten feet. There are 20,506 head of 
eattle assessed at $116,715. There are 3,828 head of horses assessed at $164:,00@<. 
There are 778 negroes, valued at $434,125; money at interest, $9,096 ; miscel- 
laneous property, $38,282 ; land, 226,560 acres, assessed at $686,268; 114 towE 
lots, assessed at $47,124. Total, $1,393,615. There are 632 poll tax (jayers. The 
iState tax, $2,014 86 ; County tax, $1,882 76 ; value of property lying out of the 
©ounty, but assessed in the county, $281,121. The whole increase of this county. 
since 1860, may be safely set down' at ten fold. There are about 1700 sheep ici 
this county, the average value of which is three dollars and a half per head. 
The amount, of profits, per annum, on sheep, is estimated at one hundred per 
cent. The wool is worth twenty-five cents per pound: it is considered that 
sheep raising is more profitable than any other business, though cattle an^ 
horses do well, and pay large annual profits. Beef is worth two and a half cents^ 
and pork is generally worth five cents per pound. Peach trees do very we& 
liere, and scarcely ever fail to bear ; apples do well when grafted in the red haw. 

Towns, Churches, &c — Belton is the only town in this county, and is 
the county seat. It was commenced 1851 ; its population is about three hundred; 
there is no courthouse at present, but one is in progress, which is to be flnisheoi 
^y the first of November, 1859 ; it is a stone house, fifty by sixty feet, divided 
into four rooms below, and a stairway to go up In the centre to the Court-room 
above 

We have the following religious denominations in this county : Presbyteriang 
Methodists, Missionary Baptists, Calvanists, Baptists, and the Christians 
Schools are conducted under the provisions of the Public School Law. There 
are no private common schools, but the people seem to be much devoted to the 
cause of education. I should have meotioaed that there is one Oil Spring in 
this county, which has valuable properties for healing old sores, &c. The oiB 
seems to be impregnated with bitumen, and resembles tar in appearance. About 
(One-third of tbia couoty, in the west part, is very hilly and undulating, the hills 
occasionally rising some five hundred feet, perfectly round, coming to a sharp 
point at top like regular cones, which produces quite a remarkable feature in the 
landscape. Tbis county was organized in 1850, being taken from Milam county 
The first settlers in this territory, now forming Bell county, were Michael Reed 
and his two sons, William and Jefferson Rc^ed, John Pulcber, John Danlap, JohE 
Sarley, Geo. Chapman, John Anderson, Goldsbey Childers, and his son, Robert 
Moses Griffin, and Mr, Taylor. These hardy pioneers settled in this country, oc 
Little River, about the year 1834 ; but, owing to the Mexican War and the hos- 
lility of the Indians, were compelled to abandon their homes until about the 
jear 1844, when they returned to their locations, and are, the most of them* 
still residing in this county. They are all yet living, I believe, except Goldsbej 
Childers and Moses Griffin. Messrs. Childers, Griffin and Taylor, were among 
%hQ earliest settlers, and they tell of the Indians murdering a great many of the 
Srst settlers. Hoastoa k the nearest market, distant one hundred and ninetv 
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miles ; transportation is by wagons ; price of hauling about two dollars pet 
bundred. The people look forward for railroads with great anxiety. Stone as 
chiefly used for building here. Brick are not used. Good pine lumber can h^ 
delivered here at $4,50 per hundred. Gold and silver is the currency. Tb@ 
people are generally opposed to banking. 

The following are the county officers : A. K. Ramsay, Chief Justice; John G. 
Oaddel, Clerk County Court: Joseph Cater, Sheriff; M. W. Damron, Assessoi' 
and Collector ; A. W. Richard, District Clerk. These officers were elected at 
the late election. 

ADDITIONAL. 

[Fu-raished l>3' John II. BiiowN. '} 
This county (Bell) was created by an act passed Jan. 22, 1860, and is situated 
vyry near the geographical centre of the State. A few families settled on Littl§ 
liiver, within the county limits, in 1835 ; but their number never increased till 
about 1845-6. Since that time its population has steadily increasedj till it now 
numbers, by the census just completed, (June, 1858,) 3,022 whites; 779 slaves; 
3 free negroes— total, 3,801. 

Bell county is, perhaps, better watered than any in the State. The Three 
Forks of Little River, viz: the Salado, the Lampasas, and the L^on, pass 
through it, uniting and forming Little River, seven miles b^low Belton, the 
county seat. These streams also receive the limpid streams, Noland, Cowhouse, 
North Noland, Cedar, and various other creeks of pure spring water. All of 
these streams afford an abundance of the finest water power. Belton, the only 
town in the county, is situated on Noland's creek, one mile from the Leon, four 
from the Lampasas, and nine from the Salado, by the stage road. It is a 
pleasant village, with a number of stone buildings, a stone Conrt-House under 
way a church and several mills in the neighborhood for s^niadiQg and sawing. 
The 'eastern half of the county is a continuous ")c^ody of ri^b., TDiBdak.ting land, 
embracing the Elm Creeks and Little River, with a limited snpply of timber. 
Tbe wfc&t°rn half is broken., into valleys, upland prairies aBd biglhlands, with an 
excess cf cedar and the usual timber of our botftoBi laia-ols.. Post Oak is also 
abundP-nt. Building stone abound throughout t,he coBBty. aaS of the best kind. 
Asa grain and cotton county, it deseiv^edly stands! Mgh, the average yield of 
wheat ordinarily being twenty bushela, cotb thirty, and: cott'C-s me bale per 
acre Oats, rye, millet, sorgho and barley, fiouneh iiGely. For Isorses., c-attle, 
sheep pnd hogs, I regard Bell as the best average ooionty witb ^i7Meh I am_ ac- 
ouainted. mesnuite grass abounclino' throughont its limits. The popiolatioB is of 
the best'kind, about half being TeiiQesseaas— ^lie remsisti-eir srom the other 
Southern. States, with a few from Illinois s.m^ othei Nortlberm Ssattts. In no 
rjortion of the State have I found a soonder southern senti^im^it among all 
classes The Daily Stage Line, from Austin 'co Rgidl Eiv/er, passes thrm^'h Belton. 
This to^-n is distant from Austin sixty miles ; Ws^m forty : Hempste.2.d one hun- 
ri'red and twenty ; Houston one hundred and seveiUDy. All frrdiglbt. is baaled to 
and from the Central Railroad at Hempstead. Ooo^ sobooi? -psist throughout 
the county. For health, Bell is unsurpassed in this m aay osb-er iitate ; and 
upon tbe whole, has the highest clahns to the favoraMe m^m^^ts.%¥M of new 
comers Wo challeacce all our sister counties to show t^^elve la^rger mm tbaa 
Bell can boast, one ol' whom goes to three hundrea aB-a thirty poRB^.?, Tm 
county v:"5S named in honor of es-Governor Bell 

BROWN. 

i: Furuisbed by John H. Brown. J 
This corntv wa,s created at the Summer Session of l^% but Bot M!y organ- 
i^fT/tiil the Spring of 1858. It is bounded on the South by the Ck>lorado riyer, 
which afifords fertile valleys. Pecan Bayou runs centrally ttougln the entire 
iengthof the county, affording exceedingly fertile valleys ^^»,^^^^v^2 wi?h 
mfifs in width. The eastern portion of the county is brokea aad rocky, with 
occasional small valleys and fertile spc*ts-the whole, however, a^ordmg ox- 
rlTltnt grazing. The Southeastern portion, drained by Bf^^^^^\ f'^.^^Xf 
r?loks iGverl fertile. The western half of the county, dramed by Jim Ned. 
MfcU Olea^^ and Indian creeks, is an undulating, fertile and bean^M 
^S susceptible of profitable culture. The centre, aside from Pecan Bayo^. 
'q dra^KS^bv^elawa and several other creeks. It m well s^pplt^- 
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wmi timber, is unsurpassed for grass, and, upon the whole, is one of t^f J^^^- 
Mi7iting and promising counties near the thirty-second parallel of jP.+ '^«f' 
Held back by Indian depredations, it has still grown rapidly since its hrst se«.- 
raement, three years ago, and is susceptible of sustaining an im^^eiise P^^P^^^;^?,^' 
Brown wood is the county seat, beautifully located in the centre of the county, 
and on the west bank of Pecan Bayou. Lands of the first quality aiestiU 
remarkably cheap in Brown, and hold out strong inducements to those in searcn 
fif a good country and desirable homes. The entire belt of country west ot tne 
Brazos, and north of latitude thirty-one degrees, is unquestionably wioHout a 
rival for healthfulaess, in the Union. It will be seen, too, that Brown county is 
remarkably well watered. The county was named iii honor ot Oapt. nenry o 
jSrown, who died in 1834. 

CHAMBERS. 

[ Fuiui^hed by Jupge TV^r. CnAMBKas . ] 
This county, created at the last Session of the Legislature, adjoins Galveston 
©ounty on the South. The Trinity Eiver runs through it, and empties m the 
Eay within the limits of the county. Much of the land is of a fine quality, and 
well adapted to the growth of Sea Island Cotton, Cuban Tobacco, Sugar Cane, 
Corn and Oats ; potatoes and other vegetables flourish finely ; fruits do well. 
The stock range is as good as any on the coast ; and in every part of the county 
there is a fine, aavigable stream. Double Bayou, Turtle Bayou, Trinity River, 
Old River, and Cedar Bayou, are all navigable streams, through this county,_^o.t 
all seasons. A steam packet, carrying the U. S, Mail, runs the Trinity daily, 
and sail crafts, the other streams and the Bay. The county is finely timbered. 
The largest body of pine and other timber, on the coast of Texas, is in thid 
eounty. The streams furnish, abundantly, the finest fish, and in the winter 
season, thousaiids of wild fowl resort to the Bay. The larger portion of^ fire- 
wood, consumed in Galveston, is boated from this county. Its contiguity to 
Galveston, and its daily connection therewith, afford the best facilities of getting 
all kinds of produce to a ready market. The well water is abundant, soft and 
aool. The health is good ; a fine sea-breeze prevails during the summer. THe 
towns are Anahuac and Wallisville, one of which will be the county seat. 
Population of the county about twelve hundred. 

COMAL. 

[ Furnished by SAiiuzL H. Frank . ] 
The chief products of this county are corn, wheat, cotton, vye, barley, sugar, 
a.nd both Sweet and Irish Potatoes. During the last year, out of 103,284 acres, 
the whole number in the country, there were 12,116 acres under cultivation, Eot 
including 6101 town lots. Six hundred and seventy-six and one-half acres were 
planted with cotton , eight thousand four hundred and seventy- one and one-half 
acres in corn ; five hundred and two acres in wheat ; seventy-five and one-half 
acres in sugar, and three hundred and ninety and one-half acres miscellaneous, 
including rye and barley. Average crop of wheat, eighteen to twenty bushels 
per acre ; corn, fifteen to eighteen bushels ; potatoes, seventy-five bushels ; 
fearley and rye with satisfactory results. Improved lands are worth, on an 
average, about twenty dollars per acre; unimproved, various, as to position, 
water, &c. The labor is principally done by whites; yet there are one hundred 
and seventy-nine slaves, without a single free colored, in the county. The dls- 
poBition of the people is to own slaves as soon as able. The total white popula- 
tion of the county is 3,631. There are three deaf and dumb, and two insane 
persons. The lands of the valleys are of strong soil, as has been proved by their 
Ijeing under cultivation since the first settlement in 1846. The uplands are well 
adapted to grazing. There are, in this county, 14,892 head of cattle, at an 
average value of eight dollars and fifty cents per head ; 1,094 head of horses, at 
thirty-three dollars per head ; sheep and hogs are raised to the best advantage. 
The average value of beef, throughout the year, is three to four cents per pound; 
pork, seven to eight cents ; mutton, nominal. The upper portion of the county 
iie well adapted to sheep raising. The principal fruit, as yet, is peaches, but 
toials have been made with apples, and with success. New Braunfels, the 
county seat, and the principal town of the county, is beautifully located on the 
irest side of the Comal river, near its junction with the Guadalupe, and has a 
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gopnlation of about eighteen hundred souls. It has a large and elegant court- 
ouse nearly completed, built from the beautiful white limestonej which is found 
m abundance within tue vicinity of the town. The Comal river, which runs 
along the east side of the town, affords water-power sufficient for a large num- 
^oer of manufactories of the first class ; but, at present, there are only four 
Souring and three saw mills, and one sash and blind manufactory. The ''New 
Braunfels Academy " is located here, and is a flourishing school of about two 
•hundred and seventy-five scholars, draws its pro rata portion of the State 
School Fond; and for any deficit in paying necessary expenses, its charter 
grants the privilege of taxing through the incorporated city of New Braunfels. 
The buildings are of stone, with four large and commodious apartments. It ha^ 
connected with it, a library of about two thousand volumes, with philosophical 
apparatus sufficient for the elucidation of any subject that may be treated. 
There are three other free schools in the county, all having fully complied witk 
the School Laws of the State. Comal is Avatered by the Guadalupe, Comal, and 
Oomal Creek, with their numerous tributaries, while on the Southern and Wesr- 
lero boundary of the county, is the Cibolo river. There are several caves on 
Mission Hill, within a few miles of New Braunfels, but as explorations have 
never been made, to any great extent, nothing definite can be said about theiE. 
The principal market, for the county, is Lavaca; distance from the county seat^ 
iNTew Braunfels, one hundred and fifty miles, and the only transit, for goods, is 
ioy ox or mule wagons, at an average cost of about one dollar and fifty cents 
•uer hundred pounds. A good deal of cypress lumber is turned out by saw-mills 
here, but not sufficient to answer the demand for building purposes, and the 
leficit is made up by hauling from Bastrop. Specie constitutes the principal 
aaedium for money of the county, although some New Orleans Bank paper fiad, 
its way in, and is taken up by the merchants at par. The people of the coanty 
are, generally, in favor of the present constitutional restriction on banks, 
Springs a^e abundant over the county. The water is slightly impregnated witk 
amestoaej but not so much as to iajare it. Every part of the county is full^ 
supplied with water, or, at least, enough for all of the wants of the people, bofek 
:or family uses and for stock purposes. There are no prevailing diseases, but 
^he country is proverbially healthy. 

Another description of Comal county, furnished last year^ but too late, saye 
^he cavern, near New Braunfels, extends over ten acres — that fossils of animal 
and vegetable petrifactions are abundant — that the skeleton of a mammoth has 
>oeen dug up in New Braunfels. The same writer says there are two flouring 
mills, nine grist mills, six saw mills, several shingle machines, and two cottQ*x 
gins in the county. 

COLORADO. 

[Furnished by A. Dunlevy, Assessor and Collector,] 
This County was organized in 1836. Among its early settlers, were Ross Alley- 
Wm, and Abram Alley, John C Clark, Benj Bason, John Hadden, E. and J. Tota' 
iinson, James Cammings, J. J. Ross, John Crier, P. Pettos, Levi Bostick, Wm. 
Bobinson, W. B. Dewees, Hunt, and others too numerous to mention. Most ol 
those mentioned, settled here in 1822. Clark, Dewees, W. and A. Alley are stil 

Columbus, the county seat, was laid out in 1835 or 1836, and is now a town o£ 
considerable size, and rapidly improving. The Mexican army crossed the Colc- 
Tado at this place, and it was some half mile above, on the eastern bank of im 
dver, that the Texian army were entrenched. Frellsburg and Prairie Point ard 
quite flourishing villages, in this county. There are ten or twelve churches off 
lifferent denominations in the county, with several good schools, and a College 1R 
m contemplation, to be located in Columbus. 

The Colorado, San Bernard and Navidad rivers, Cumming's and Harvy screekfe 
;aire the principal streams in and bordering the county— Eagle Lake, the prinoipM 

The trade of this county formerly went to Lavaca, but the building of the^B. 
B. B. & C. R. B. in this direction, has turned it to Galveston and Richmond, im 
county is settling up rapidly, the land in the bottoms being high, rich, and eaail:^^ 
^3ultivated, producing an average of a bale of cotton and 35 bushels corn pec 
sere, while the prairies and uplands generally afford fine atook ranges. WaSQC 
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very trood, and abundant for stock pnrposes. Experimenta in sheep raising have 
proved very sneces&ful. Wheat flonrishes finely and produces well. A steaM 
mill, for making flour, has been put in operation. 

There are a great number of small German farms in the county. Some of the 
land in the county has been in cultivation since 1822, and produces as well now 
as at first. Frnit of all kinds, adapted to the climate, flourish. Our currencj 
consists of gold, silver, and Louisiana and Commercial and Agricultural Bank 
Botes ; money generally quite plenty. Our timber consists of post oak, ash, elm, 
sycamore, pine, cotton-wood, and some other varieties. We have three steam 
saw mills in the county. Good lumber is worth from $26 to $49 per thousand f%. 

COMANCHE. 

[Fiimished by T. C. Feost and Son.] 

In this county, there are planted in cotton, 8 acres ; in corn, 1,072 ; in wheats 
483 ; in sugar cane, 34 acres. Average yield per acre of corn, 40 bushels ; wheat* 
20 buphels. There are 94 farms in the county. White population, 818 ; slaveS/ 
63 Improved lands are worth %5 per acre; unimproved, $1. Lands have beett 
cultivated three years, and produce much better — dark loam, slightly commingled 
with sand, is the general character of the soil. There are 12,000 head of cattle 
in the county; 1,000 head of hors' s ; 400 head of sheep; 3,000 head of hogs. 
The average value of cattle, is $6 60 per head ; horses, $76 ; sheep, $3. Sheep 
and horses are the most profitable stock. Beef is worth 2^ cents per pound ; 
pork, 6 cents per pound ; corn 60 cents per bushel ; wheat, $1 per bushel. 

Sheep are very successfully raised in this county, and are entirely clear of all 
disease. Cora is the only town in the county — was located in 1857— its prospects 
are favorable. The oonntry is undulating, with some singular and prominent 
mountain peaks It was organized in 1857, but previously under the jurisdictioE 
of Ooryell county. Immigration more than consumes the products of the couu- 
tyj, and therefore affords a market for our products. Housten is our market ~ 
_oar means of transportation, wagons — cost, $1 for carrying 100 lbs. 100 miles. 
We have a faint and indistinct glimmer oi a Pacific Eailroad. Oar stock range 
is first class — the winter range is most excellent. We have one saw mill, pro- 
pelled by steam. Stone is used for building purposes. Oar fences are of rails. 
The proportion of prairie and timbered land is about one of prairie to three of 
timber. We would prefer paying for cypress and pine lumber, could such be had. 
The currency is gold and silver. Springs are abundant, and the water is very 
wholesome and palatable ; it is impregnated with no mineral substance. Stock 
water is plentiful. Our county is remarkably healthy. We have two flouring 
mills. Our inhabitants are in favor of slavery — intensely so. The Indians have 
been a little troublesome, but we have bad no material loss by them. The Pa- 
cific Eailroad will most benefit our county on the parallel of 32®. The terri- 
tory is settling beyond us. The lands west of us, to the head of the Concho 
river, is susceptible of good settlements. The lands north of us are very fine, 
as far as the Clear Fork of the Brazos. West of the Colorado, and north of the 
bead waters of Leon river, there is a great scarcity of water as a general thing. 
The counties of Brath, Palo Pinto, Buchanan, Eastland and Comanche, embrace 
the best section of our N. W. country — plenty of timber, water, and fine lands. 
Our county has not been settled long enough to ascertain the growth and in- 
crease of productions, stock, &c., and our best markets. 

We hope to be more prompt for you hereafter, and will show our appreciatlcii 
of your project by giving you all the assistance in our power. 

EL PASO. 

[Furnished by tlie P. M.] 

We have reason to 'think that our county is progressing, though slowly, yet 
surely ; it is, however, far behind our neighboring country, advancing so rapidlj 
Bnder the especial patronage of the General Government in New and Old Mex- 
jooj for which all Government disbursing agents, and particularly the military^ 
iE^ppear to entertain an especial fondness, at our expense. 

Our wheat crop this year (1857) has been better than for the last five years ; 
it is estimated at about 18,000 bushels, and corn never looked so well as at pree- 
©nt, in our valley. 

The Rio Grande has gone nearly dry, and at all points the people are damming' 
III for purposes of irrigration, (which is, as you must know, the only means we 
Ifeave of procuring water.) If the river goes dry again, as it did in '52, wlieE 
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nothing was raised, we still have hopes of a supply from heaven, which has 
Mndly famished us with two refreshing showers very recently. Although rain 
♦annot be depended upon, yet we sometimes ha^e a little. In 1849 it rained 
j-or days like the epoch of the ark was again about to be visited upon us. A sec- 
ond edition came off in September, '56, when for nine days we were again flooded. 
Cultivation for the present is confined to the river bottoms, but, if, as the Mex- 
icans say, the Americans bring rain whenever they travel, we have hopes of ex- 
tending our fields, for the uplaad is good corn ground, if water could be got upon 
it. But few beans are raised here, as the bugs take them in the flower. Peas, 
common, split, gavausaz, and red pepper, are cultivated extensively, and no 
c-Dunty in the known world can compete with us in the style, size and flavor of 
car onions. 

GONZALES. 

So named from Governor Gonzales, then Governor of Coahuila and Texas. 
First settled by G. De Witt's Colony in 1828. At the beginning of the revolu- 
tion, the town contained four stores, two taverns, thirty or forty houses, and 
four hundred or five hundred inhabitants. The first gun fired for Tesian liberty 
s?as on the 28th of September, 1835, by the citizens of Gonzales, with the gun 
demanded by the Mexicans of the citizens. Soon the county was laid waste by 
the Mexicans, and the inhabitants driven off, and the town burned on the 12th 
ijf March, 1836. It was re-boilt in 1838, and in 1840, contained, among other 
buildings, a Court House, (board,) sixteen feet square. The town was incor- 
porated Pebniary 5th, 1840, In 1842, the inhabitants were again driven out by 
the Mexicans, but soon returned, and the town continued to grow. In 1846. a 
Masonic Lodge was organized, in 1847, the Sons of Temperance, a Baptist 
Church in 1851, Gonzales College (Female,) chartered and built in 1852, an Odd 
Pellows' Lodge and Episcopal Church in 1853, Good Samaritans in 1856, xMale 
Ooilege built in 1855. At the present time the town contains 3,000 inhabitants, 
&> Male and Female College, a number of fine brick stores and taverns, about 
five hundred dwellings of different kinds, and a Court House, (stone,) sixty feet 
equare, is now being built. 

Gonzales College.— On March 24th, 1851, the citizens met to form an asso- 
tiation to establish an institution of learning. A constitution was adopted, 
and signed by sixty-three nersons. They applied for a charter, which was 
granted, and adopted by the stockholders, April 17tb, 1862. A building of stone 
was finished, sixty feet long, thirty-six feet wide and two stories high, at a cost 
i?f $7,200. On January 8th, 1853, the College had purchased a Philosophical 
and Chemical Apparatus, valued at $1100, and they now have besides, three 
pianos and a melodeon. The first President of the Institution was Rev. J. F. 
Hillyer, A. M., succeeded as follows, viz : G, W. Guess, H. G. Livingston, H. B. 
Kichols, A. M., and A. A. Brooks, A. M., the present incumbent. In 1854-5, a 
Male College was erected, sixty-two by thirty-four feet, of rock, and two stories 
jiigh, at a cost of $8,000. On January 28th, 1857, a course of study was adopted. 
and a catalogue published, showing the attendance during the collegiate year to 
iBe two hundred and three students— one hundred and one male, and one hundred 
and two female. The number of graduates in 1857 was three, viz: B. F. 
Weekes, Anna E. Cotton and C. A. Walker. 

Business of Gonzales foe 1857.— General merchants, eleven ; groceries and 
provisions, four; books and jewelry, one; drugs, &c., one; stoves, &c., one: 
saddlers, one ; tree manufactories, one ; tailors, one ; gunsmiths, one ; jewelers, 
three; carriage manufacturers, two; carriage painters, one; house painters, one; 
♦abinet manufacturers, two; boot, &c., manufactories, two; blacksmiths, three; 
«&rpenters, five; bakeries, two ; barbers, one; hotels, two; livery stables, two ; 
batchers, two ; retail liquors, three ; steam mills, one ; water mills, one ; print- 
ing offices, one ; dentists, one ; lawyers, twenty-three ; doctors, ten. 

^WT^ncwE.^.— Methodist Church.— The records of its establishment are lost. 
There has been regular preaching since 1840. The number of white members, 
m the county, are about five hundred. In 1852.3, a brick church, thirty-five by 
eixty feet, was erected, in connection with the Masonic Fraternity, two stories 
m Mght— the upper one occupied by the Masons. The first stationed preacher 
tei the county, was the Rev. Mr. Sneed, in 1841, succeeded in the following orderj 
Tis; Devilbiss, Colby, Smith, Follansbee, Cook, Carl, Davidson, (now the P. E,,) 
"Wis. H. Seat, (of Galveston,) and J. H. Cox, the present incumbent. 
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Presbyterian Church, O. S.— Organized February 29th, 1852, with eight mem- 
)^rs. Since then, twenty- four have been added as members, and several have 
Mt. The first minister was Rev. Jno. McCrae, stationed on 1st January, ibbd.^ 
At present (1857) there is no stationed minister, and they have no house ot 
worshin 

OiiTTiberiand Presbyterian Churck— Organized in Gonzales, October 24th, 1847, 
with nine members. The first stationed minister was Rev. T. W. McKee, suc- 
(leeded as follows, viz: H. Renick, R. B. Wear, A. Herron, A. B. Walker, S. h. 
Abernethy, and W. fl. Crutchen, the present minister- Present number of mem- 
bers, sixty-four, (twenty-two males and forty-two females.) 

Church of the MesdoJi (Episcopal)— Organized September, 1863. First rector. 
J. W. Dunn. Number of members at present, twelve. At present there is n^ 
Minister. The place of worship is in the Male College building. 

HENDERSON. 

[FurnLslied by Jixix pAEtis.! 
In this county are cultivated now (1857) about 10,000 acres iu cotton, the same 
in corn ; 1000 a*cre8 in wheat. On an average twenty acres are cultivated per 
liand. We have about 400 farms, about 600 slaves, 400 slave laborers, and 40C'i 
white laborers. The whole number oi white population is about 2500. There 
are in this county two deaf and dumb persons, five lunatics and twenty orphans. 
We have about 20,000 acres of improved land, the average value being $5 00 pei 
acre; onimproved valued at %1 00 per acre. Some of our lands have been culti- 
vated ten years, witnout failing in production. We have a variet^y of soil, aome 
light sandy, some that is red and dark sandy. The valley land is mulatto^oi 
chocolate color ; depth of soil from eighteen inches to two feet. We have 5341 
^ead of cattle, 592 horses, 500 head of sheep; the average value of cattle, §6 00, 
of horses, $50 00, of sheep, $2 50 per head. Athens is the principal town ; it 
was commenced in the fall of 1850. Brownsboro is situated in the North-East 
portion of the county, and was commenced in 1S52. Athens is the County Seat 
Our only public building is a jail. There are two good common schools im 
Athens; one male under the management of J. M. McDonald, the other a female 
school under the direction of Miss Mary Kerr, There are numerous other com- 
mon schools in the county. Trinity Kiver bounds this county on the West, and 
the Neches on the East. This county is generally a high elevated country. It 
was organized about the year 1847, and taken from Nacogdoches, and was re- 
organized in 1850. The first settlement was made about the old town of Buffalo, 
on Trinity River. Among the first settlers was Hon. John H. Reagan, Dr. Gra- 
]iam and C. R. Sanders, Sen. Our markets are Galveston, Houston and Shreve- 
port. Transportation by wagons, and by navigation when Trinity River is 
lK)atable. We have springs and wells ; the water is mostly freestone, and is 
very wholesome and palatable. Stock water is plenty. 

HAMILTON. 

[Furaislied by .John H. Bbown.] 

This county was established at the last session, (1857-8,) and is a parallel© - 
gtam, lying lengthwise across the waters of the Leon and Cowhouse creeks. 
These two streams, with a few small tributaries, afford narrow but fertile vai- 
ilfiys. The major part of the county is what is termed, In the upper country, 
mountainous — a misnomer grown into popular use, for all this cretaceous belt is 
Ibnt a district of highlands. Highlands is, indeed, the appropriate designation 
for what we term mountainous up here. The body of Hamilton county, there- 
fore, aside from its serpentine valleys, is composed of rocky, limestone high- 
lands, covered with short mesquite grass, and an abundance of cedar and scrubby 
(D^ak, elm, «fcc. The bottom timber on the streams is large and handsome. For 
small farmers and large stock raisers it is a good county. The Leon and Gow- 
iiouse are fine streams, supplying good water power. Springs are found pro- 
miscuously through the county. The county seat is called also Hamilton, but 
it is too new to have grown. The population, in fact, is small, but increasing 
steadily. It is a section of picturesque beauty and health ; and altogether, a 
iliflirable one for permanent residence. The county was named in honor of the 
lamented General James Hamilton. 
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JASPER. 

[Furnislied by an old Citizen of the County.] 
Wiess' BluflF is situated on the Neches river, in Jasper county, fifty miles be- 
low the town of Jasper, and sixteen miles above the town of Beaamont, it be- 
ing at the head of tide water. I have resided here with my family for nearly 
nineteen years. I believe this to be a very healthy section of country— so mucE 
so, that we never have had occasion to employ a physician. This is a timbered; 
country, and consists of a considerable variety, but In the immediate neighbor- 
laood it is mostly pine and cypress. The soil is thin, but it rests on a good claj 
foundation, and the most of it is sasceptible of cultivation ; the farms are gen- 
erally very small in this immediate neighborhood, but stock-raising is the prin- 
cipal occupation of the inhabitants. The cotton region of this county is in the 
neighborhood of Jasper, where there are some very fine cotton lands, and soma 
extensive cotton plantations. Last year's cotton crop (1856-'67) could not have 
been less than 1800 or 2000 bales. When I first settled this place, in 1839, the 
shipment of cotton that year consisted of fourteen or sixceen bales, but it has 
been increasing steadily until now ; and as near as I can judge of the quantity 
that went down last fall and this spring, (1858) it cannot be much short of 7,00^ 
bales, besides hides, peltries, tobacco and lumber. There are three steam saw- 
mills below this on the river, and one above, all in successful operation. The 
most of the cotton from this county is shipped to New Orleans, and all the beef 
cattle are driven into Louisiana. We have three steamboats running between 
Bevilport and Sabine Pass, and shortly expect an addition of two more light- 
draught steamboats. The principal emigration to this section of country is 
from Florida, Georgia and Louisiana, with a good many slaves. The money in. 
circulation is gold and silver, mostly brought in return for beeves The stock- 
raisers, as a general thing, are in easy circumstances, and less indebted to thft 
merchants than the other portion ot the community. The wild animals of oec 
vicinity consist of bears, wildcats, panthers, deer, opossums, raccoons, squir- 
rels, turkies and rabbits, with a few foxes and wolves. 

JACKSOK 

[Fui-mshcd by J. M. White, Assessor and Collector.] 
There are in this county (1857) 1800 acres cultivated in cotton, average yieM 
per acre 1700 pounds seed cotton ; 3700 acres in corn, 36 bushels per acre Sugar 
Ctine has been cultivated on a smal' scale, and by inexperienced persons; the 
result, however, was very favorable. The county is well adapted to the growtk 
of cane, as much so as any of the coast counties. Fifteen acres, on an average, 
are cultivated to the hand. There are 110 farms, 1100 whites, 1 blind, (white) 
1 lunatic, and 1 deaf and dumb, ^both slaves.) Some lands have been culti- 
vated twenty-eight or thirty years. They perhaps do not produce quite so well 
as fresh lands, yet there are very fair crops made on them now. Cattle are con- 
sidered the most profitable stock raised. They pay an interest of 33 per cent 
on the amount invested. Beeves are worth from $13 to $15 per head. Pork 
from 4 to 5 cents per pound. Sheep, as far as tried, do well. Texana is the onljr 
town in the county ; it was commenced in 1833. It contains four dry goods 
stores, one grocery and provision store, a courthouse, jail, one church, (Metho- 
dist) a temperance hall and sohoolhonse. Oar streams are Carancahua, whic&i 
empties into Matagorda Bay ; the Mustang, Sandy, Navidad, Lavaca, Arenos© 
and Garcitas, which empty into Lavaca Bay. The county is generally level 
prairie, with timber and rolling or undulating surface on the margin or near tht 
streams. Jackson county is one of the original counties; it was first settled ia 
1827 or "'28. Kerr, Andrews, York, Hatch, Sutherland, the Menefees, Whites, 
Milbys, Alley, Beaty, Wells and McNutt, were among the first settlers. Beeves 
shipped to New Orleans this year, 2000 ; driven to other markets, 800. There is 
but little building lumber in this county ; it is mostly imported at a cost of $3» 
per M. Springs are scarce ; cistern water is generally used ; there are some 
fine wells of water, but frequently the well water is impregnated with mineral 
substances. Stock water plenty. We, who have lived here for twenty- five or thii^- 
ty years, think the county healthy, as much so as any county in the State, or an^r 
other country in the same latitude. Amongst the first settlers named above^ 
there are living yet John Andrews, Sylvanus Hatch, Alison York, Thomafi 
Menefee, Wm. Menefee, Beoj J. Whi^e, Peter White^ Robert Milby, Wm. AUef, 
Edward Beaty, P. F. Wells, N. McNutt. 
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KARNES. 

[Turnislied by O. H. P. Soaitland.] 
The land on the Ecleto is of rich, sandy loam, very productive. Back from 
the creek it is what they call masquite, very prodactive in pood seasons, om 
will not stand a dry season, like the sandy soil near the creek. Timber is not 
very plentiful, but there is enough for ordinary purposes The water of Uie 
Ecleto in this vicinity, is of the purest feind, abounding in fish of various kinds - 
I have a supar-raill here, and there are two others near here, grinding the oni- 
Bese Sugar Cane, from which a choice article of molasses is made. I have ex- 
perimented with the cane some little, and find that when the cane is ripe, whicQ l 
ascertain by the milk in the seed, so soon as the milk dries in the seed, the cane 
is in the right state for cutting, at that stacje it will yield one gallon of gooa, 
thick molasses for every four gallons of juice. 

LIMESTONE 

pFurnished by Aihtdke-w Wixeoene,] 
Is bounded on the North- West by Hill and Navarro; on the North- Bast bj 
Navarro and Freestone; on the South-East by Leon anc\ Robertson; on the 
South- West by McLennan and Falls. In this county about 3662 acres are plant- 
ed in cotton— average yield about 1200 pounds per acre; in corn, about 10,10f 
acres are planted, average yield per annum, for a series of ten years, about 30 
bushels per acre ; in wheat about 1225 acres, average yield about 12 bushels p&r 
acre; 214 acres in Chinese Sugar Caue, which appears to grow well without re- 
gard to seasons or soil. Of miscellaneous productions there are in cultivation 
about 2443 acres ; these consist of rye, oats, millet, potatoes, &c. There are 
about 1,000 white, and 600 negro, laborers in this county, and about 400 farms. 
The total white population is 3.087; slaves 959; free colored, none. There ar* 
17,631 acres in cultivation, and 65S,000 unimproved. Some of the land in thif^ 
county has been in cultivation about thirteen years, and still produces well. 
There are about 15,000 acres of vacant land of inferior quality. About tw ca- 
tbirds of the soil is a sandy ioam, whicb is very well adapted to the growth of 
cotton, corn, oats, &g. The balance is the black, sticky prairie, somewhat like 
t]hat in the upper wheat counties. Tbe depth of soil in the sandy loam is from 
twelve to fifteen inches, while in the black land it is several feet. There is an 
abundance of musquite grass on tbe vvaters of Big Creek, in the western por- 
tion of this county, and the ran ere there is perhaps as good as it is anywhere in 
the State. There are about 31501 cattle in tbis'coanty, valued at about $6 50 
per head ; horses 2698, average $60 per head ; sheep about 4000, worth $3 50 or 
$4 per head Hogs are numerous, but an estimate cannot well be made of their 
aumber or value. Apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries, figs and grapes are 
grown in small quantities ; of these peaches and plums seem to grow best. Two 
varieties of wild grape (Post Oak and Mustang) grow here in great abundance. 
Several experiments in making wine from the Mustang grape have been made, 
with entire satisfaction. The wine is pronounced by competent judges to be 
superior to the imported. Preparation is now being made for repeating the ex- 
periment on a larger scale. The Navisoto, which runs nearly through the center 
of the county from North West to South- East, is the principal stream. We have 
also the following smaller streams, viz : Pin Oak, a branch of Richland creek, 
Tehuacana, a tributary of the Trinity river, and Sandy creek, Jack's creek, 
Plummer's creek, Turkey creek, Pin Oak creek. Lake creek, Saunders' creek^ 
tributaries of the Navisota, emptying into it on the East side ; and Duck creek, 
Steet's creek, Pierson's creek, Davis' creek, Frost's creek, Bayne's creek, Cedar 
creek, Christmas creek and Mustang creek, emptying into the Navisota on 
the West side. In the western portion of the county we have Big creek, a trib- 
utary of the Brazos, and its branches, Cottonwood, Elm and Rocky creeks ; be- 
sides the head branches of the Little Brazos, which has its source in this county. 
Ihe principal springs in this county are at Springfield and at Tehuacana Hills. 
The one at Springfield serves to turn a small grist mill. There are several at 
Tehuacana Hills, fine, bold springs, affording vast quantities of water. Beaides 
these there are several other unimportant ones in the county. There is a spring 
of very good sulphur water about four miles West of Springfi.eld ; this spring 
rises up in the bed of the (Baynes') creek, and affords a oonaiderable quantity 
of water. The gentleman who owns the spring has but recently moved to %hM 
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Siate, consequently no pains have been taken to improve it, or make it a place 
■m resort. It is, however, much frequented by our own citizens, chiefly for 
pleasure. The surface of the county is undulating ; with two exceptions, there 
are no remarkable elevations or depressions. The towns iu this county are. 
Springfield, Eutaw and Piersonville ; the latter two, containing two or three 
stores and a postoffice each, are new places, having been "laid out" only a year 
or two ago. Their prospects seem to be about as good as other country towns, 
boasting no peculiar advantages. The county seat, the present town of Spring- 
field, is handsomely situated about half a mile Bast of the Navisota river, in a 
beautiful grove of 'timber, near the prairie. The town, as at present situated^ 
■was commenced eighteen months ago. The population is supposed to be about 
dCK). The prospects of the town are considered decidedly good ; town property 
commands a fair price and is in demand. The public buildings are, a fine brick 
conrthouse and a jail, a Masonic Hall (which is a handsome two-story building) 
aad a church. There are five denominations of Christians in the county, viz : 
the O. S. and C. Presbyterians, the M. and H. S. Baptists, and Methodiets ; each 
-of these have churches and respectable numbers of members. There are 
ohurches and schools in every neighborhood, so as to accommodate almost the 
entire population of the county. We have no college, or what you would term a 
"High School." The School Fund which this county receives, is about $1,000, 
and is distributed among the difierent teachers in the county. This fund is not. 
ftlone, sufficient to keep up a school in any of the districts. Parker's Fort is 
about two miles South-West of Springfield, and was founded or located in the 
year 1835, in August. In 1836, on the 9Lh day of May, it was taken by the Co- 
manche and Caddo Indians, about 300 in number. At that time it was occupied 
by about thirty-five souls, only five of whom were able to bear arms. Their 
names were John Parker, Sl'., Benj. Parker, Silas M, Parker, Samuel Frost and 
Bobert Frost, these were all killed. Wounded— Mrs. Sarah Parker, wife of 
John Parker, Sr. Prisoners— Elizabeth Kellog, Mrs. Plummer (wife of L T 
M, Plummer, one of our present citizens) and son two years old, Cynthia Parker 
nine years old, and John Parker six years old. The latter two have never re- 
turned. Mrs. Kellog was detained by the Indians about four months, ana 
Mrs. Plummer about thirteen months; the son, James Pratt Plummer, wa& 
kept six years as a prisoner by the Comanche Indians, and then restoredto his- 
3>arents. He is now about twenty- four years old, is married, and living in this 
county. Those who escaped were in the wilderness six days, without food or 
Bhelter. They were twenty-three in number. Of those who were living here at 
tliat time, and are still citizens, I may name Seth H. Bates, aged 78 years ; Elisha 
Anglin, 61 years; L. T. M. Plummer, Silas H. Bates, Abraham Anglin, to. 
Wancy Faulkenberry, and some others who were then children. Rev. James W. 
Parker was living near Parker's Fort at that time, but is now a citizen ol Ar.- 
slerson county. 

LLANO. 

[ Furnished by W. C. Billin&sley, ]. 
The lands of this county have none of them been in cultivation more than 
about three years, and they produce now rather better than at first. The soil is 
generally a sandy loam, from six inches to two feet in depth. Stock cattle are 
worth six dollars, and beeves fourteen dollars. Our unbroke horses are wortfci 
thirty dollars, and when gentle, seventy-five dollars per head. Sheep are worta 
three dollars, and hogs one dollar and fifty cents per head. The annual increase, 
m cattle, is near seventy-five per cent. Cattle, hogs and sheep, are out most 
profitable animals. There are instances, among us, of sheep averaging two 
l&mbs to the ewe, throughout the flock, and sows ten pigs, each, throughout the 
herd Beef is usually worth two and one-half cents per pound, and pork live 
*ents. The average yield of wool, per head, is three and one-half pounds tor 
♦oiamon sheep, and three pounds, per head, of the finer qualities, the coarser 
teiag worth twenty-five cents, and the finer thirty cents, per pound. Sheep, 
i*3aong us, do remarkably well, and are almost entirely free from diseases. The 
expense is the merest trifle. All required; is a good herdsman, at ten dolars, 
^r month, for wages, and five dollars for board, and some wolf-proof lots, 
P^ohes and plums are all the fruits we have tried, as yet, and these do well 
#01 wild animals are deer, wolves, foxes, coons, mountain rabbits, panthers, 
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bears and civit cats ; also, geese, clucks, wild turkeys, larks, ^^ack-birds, ^^ 
Of fish, we have the cat, buffalo, carp, trout, perch, sucker, &c. Uur creesff 
are Honey, Oatman's, Big Sandy, Hickory, San Fernando, Buffalo, i'ecan, am 
Llano and Little Llano rivers, and the Colorado bounds this county on lae 
Northeast. We have some traces of lead and iron ores, and gold is found m very 
fine particles in the sand, but not enough to make mining profitable. U>iii: 
mountains abound in limestone and marble of a bluish cast, and good judges 
say it is of a good quality. We have some petrifactions of wood, m which tne 
grain and leaves are very plainly visible. This county is generally undulating- 
in its surface, and sometimes mountainous. Granite, quartz, talc chist, slates, 
sand-stone, and all the rocks of the primary and secondary formations, are 
abundant. Llano was organized in 1856, being taken from Gillespie and Bexar 
Its markets are the military posts, and Houston and Port Lavaca. Our exports 
are beef cattle, hides, peltry, honey and pecans ; and we import flour, groceriea, 
and merchandize generally. We transport to Houston, by wagon, two hundred, 
and fifty miles, and to Port Lavaca two hundred miles, at a cost of one dollar 
and fifty cents per hundred weight. The people bere generally look to Auatm 
as their future market, when the road from Galveston and the Fulton road shall 
reach that place. This county is fast settling up, the emigration coming m 
chiefly by way of Red River. The net average increase of cattle is about 
sixty-two and one-half per cent annually. Our stock range is good summer 
and winter, the chief grass being mezquit. Our lumber is scarce ; pine is worth 
five dollars, and our cypress four dollars per one' hundred feet, one hundre«l 
miles. We have stone, and all the material for concrete building, in abundance. 
Our fences are made of post oak, mountain cedar and stone. The surface of 
this county is about two-thirds prairie, and the rest is covered with tioober. 
Springs are tolerably abundant, and these, wltb our rivers and creeks, afford 
our drinking water, which is quite wholesome, though slightly impregnated; 
with lime. We have some Chalybeate Springs. Stock water is abundant, and 
the health of tbe county is good. The diseases, most common, are typhoid 
fever, pneumonia, and malarious diseases. The Spring and Pall months are me 
seasons of our chief rains, and the summer, of our droughts. Our heaviest 
daws are usually in wet seasons. The average temperature, in summer, is 
eighty-five degrees, and in winter forty degrees. The cold is here sufficient to 
kill most vegetation in winter ; and we sometimes have snow and ice, but to a 
limited extent. We have but few slaves, as they do not pay well here, but €mr 
inhabitants are in favor of the institution. The Indians give us very little 
trouble, of late years. 

LAMPASAS. 

[Furnished by H. R,] 

Lampasas county was settled at the Lampasas Sulphur Springs, by Mr. Mos^ 
Hughes, in 1863. Having learned of these Springs, be came, seeking relief for 
his lady, her disease being dropsy. She soon become hearty, and from the tiooie 
that it became known, hundreds flockeo to this place, seeking relief from theii! 
infirmities. 

In 1854, corn was planted and raised in McAndley's Bend, twenty miles above 
the Springs ; with that exception, there was no settlement in the county untiE 
the winter of 1854 and 1865. During that winter and the ensuing spring, many 
settled in the territory, now the county of Lampasas ; but, unfortunately, boi 
corn was raised ; the drought was so severe that the farmers failed to raise bread. 
Nothing disheartened, they renewed their exertions in 1856, but were agaiffi 
doomed to disappointment. The land, in this county, is not of the first quality, 
though it is tbe best kind of the second quality— that is, it is not as rich as cm 
best river bottoms, but is as good as any other. 

This county is very broken, and, at first view, one would think not mwcli 
suitable for cultivation. 

Prom the experiments already made, we think that our soil is equal to anj;, 
and that we can compete with any, no matter what their soil and climate maj 
be, in the culture of wheat, the climate and soil being peculiarly adapted to its 
growth and maturity. Cotton matures and yields finely bere. Oats and rje 
have been grown with much profit, giving a very large yield. The commom 
millet does well. The Chinese Millett, or Sugar Oane, has rendered entisre safe- 
^sfsction to all those who planted it. In 1856, Col, Duan received a small f ap©c 
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of seed from the Patent Office He divided with his neighbors, and this year, 
iad there been mills sofiScient, there would have been enough Molasses made 
for the consumption of the county, it being the second crop trom one paper of 
seed. As to stock raising, this county is best suited to the raising of horses and 
sheep; the Rocky Hills and Banning Limpid Branches suit them. They have 
never been known to be diseased, and increase rapidly. The day, no doubt, is 
not far distant, when this county will export more wool than any county in this 
State. 

We have probably the best water-power in this State. The Sulphur Fork, of 
the Lampasas, has not failed, in the least, this dry weather, and it has fall suf- 
ficient to have a mill every mile. Mr Scott has built one at this place, which is 
doing a very good business, and the expense of building a mill on this stream 
is not very great. We believe this stream may yet be noted for its flouring 
mills. 

We believe the Lampasas Sprinpcs of this county equal to any Sulphur water 
in the world, while the salubrity of the climate cannot be excelled Three years 
only have passed since the waters were first known, and now all the hotels are 
full, and hundreds are camped out, making quite a town of camps. 

Hancock's, or the upper Springs, were those first used, and they continue to 
maintain the high reputation they first attained. The largest one is used for 
"bathing— the others for drinking Mr. Scott's Spring, one mile below Han- 
cock's, contains more salt than the others, and may suit some better, It is not 
80 pleasant to drink. Persons drinking the water of the Hancock's Springy 
become very fond of it, and will not drink any other willingly. The diseases 
most readily relieved are those incident to a malarious country, such as chronic 
diseases, intermittent fevers, biliary and gastric derangements. One case of 
diabetes has been relieved. Diseases of the kidneys are readily relieved As a 
place of resort, for pleasure, these Springs offer every inducement, and mer- 
chants and planters will find it less expensive and more pleasant to spend the 
season here, than to go North. 

We have no malarious diseases in this county. We have some diseases in the 
winter, which, however, are confined to persons that have been exposed to the 
inclemencies of the weather, for some time. 

MoLENNAN. 

[Furnished by A. J. Byro.] 

The following is the census of this county, as furnished by our Assessor, to- 
wit ; Number of males over 18 and under 46. 452 ; do under 18, 443 ; do over i&, 
117 ; females over 13, 406; children under 18 and over 6, 653; do under 6, 475; 
qualified voters, 626; number of slaves, 1,835. Total population of city and 
county, 4,373. Number ot acres land planted in corn, 10,566; in wheat, 4,383; 
in cotton, 4 404 ; in sugar, 200 ; miscellaneous, 1,924. Number of horses owned 
in the county, 4,162; cattle, 24,106. Money at interest, $14,880. Total value 
personal property, $2,230,665 ; rTH.-^cellanfouR, $82,000. Total merchandize, from 
May 31st, 1857, to May 3l8t, 1868, $127,954. There are about two hundred 
voters in the corporation of Waco. 

The above embraces about all the changes in the county for this year. The 
price of land and stock is about as published in the Almanac for last year. Oar 
wheat crop \?iil average about twelve bushels per acre. The present corn crop 
will about average forty bushels per acre. The present cotton crop is very 
promising, wanting rain at present. We have several Fkmriug Mills in process 
of erection, that will be of a substantial character. Also, some additions to 
our facilities for sawing lumber. Many of the old litigated land cases, covering 
some of the most valuable land in the Brazos bottom, have been finally disposed 
of, thereby throwing into market larpe tracts of cotton and corn land, inviting 
the attention of planters from other States. Large accessions have been made 
to the Methodist and Baptist Churches, during the past year. Many public 
buildings have been erected in the county, some of them, in the city of VVaco, 
Are editjces of superior structure and elegance. Waco, the county seat, has im- 
proved very rapidly, outstripping its neighboring towns in trade and population. 
^It is now an important inland city, the centre of travel, and, be>ond a doubt^ 
the great traveled thoroughfare of Texas. No interior town, and but one city, 
can boast of the same mail facilities. Nearly thirty mails are made up and 
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^patched hence, during each week, at the Waco postoffice. Good hotels , ca- 
pacioQs business houses ; elegant and convenient churches ; excellent schools ; 
■:s> beautiful and healthy town site, and an intelligent and enterprising popula- 
tion, are among the things that recommend our inland city. 

ORANGE. 

[ Furnished by J. H. HAiTNAH. ] 
Orange county is one of the most favored counties in the State, with naviga- 
tion. It is bounded on one side by the Sabine, and on the other by the Neches, 
and has two bayous running through it, navigable for steamboats, at all sea- 
sons. The land is of a black, sandy color, p^^nerally, with some black, stiff 
prairie, and will produce thirty bushels of cotlr to the acre, and two and one- 
half hogsheads of sugar, and will make over a bale of cotton to the acre, if 
|ndiciously managed. Potatoes, both Sweet and Irish, do well. Irish potatoes 
aave been raised, this year, weighing one and three- fourths of a pound; rice 
does well ; we have a fine range for stock of any kind. Beef cattle exported to 
New Orleans, this year, 660; do killed in Madison, 350; average increase of 
cattle, twentv-flve percent; horses, do; sheep, thirty per cent. Madison, the 
Countj Seat, is one of the most beautifol locations on the coast of Texas, and 
is unsurpassed for health. Population of whites in Madisou, 360; do slaves, 80; 
whole white populatinD in the county, 1,026 ; do blacks, 192 ; land in cultivation, 
1300 acres; horses, 498 ; cattle, 7679; sheep, 300 We have four Saw Mills in 
Madison and vitinity, and, when in operation, they torn out about 500,000 feet . 
©f lumber every month, principally cypress. We have an aboDdance of timber 
in the swamps, such as cypress and oak, and plenty of pine on the ridges. We 
liave two pair of ship ways in Madison, and it is one of the most convenient 
places for repairing vessels in Texas. We have a Methodist Church here, or- 
ganized about three years ago, with eighty-eight members; also, a Baptist 
Church, organized in 1867, with twelve members. We have two common schools 
in Madison, with about seventy scholars in both ; and we expect to have a high 
fichool soon. There are four good stores in town, and one mean doggery. In- 
crease of population, during the past two or three years, fifty per cent; do, in price 
of land, one hundred per cent. Beef is worth four and five cents per potrnd; 
pork, five and six cents ; corn, one dollar per bushel ; potatoes, fifty cents. 

REFUGIO. 

[ Furni5(hed by J. M. Doughty, Assessor and Collector. ] 
This county la situated between the San Antonio and Aransas rivers, and! on 
the Gulf of Mpxico,^Q(3 jj^s superior navigation. The San Antonio river bounds 
It on the north, "^hicj* jg qq^ being improved for navigation. The Espirita 
Banto, Aransas, and Mis^on Bay, all afford facilities for navigation; and the 
Aransas and Mission rivers ^^^ navigable for sail-boats, drawing three or four 
feet water. The County Seat op tliis county is Refugio, a neat and pleasant 
village, situated on the Mission Ri,.^, about ten miles Irom the head of Mission 
Bay. It has three dry good stores; w^ ^lic hotels; oue private boarding- 
liouse; three churches; two schools; ^wo physicians ; one dentist and one 
lawyer ; no dnnk.ng shops and no paupers. There is planted, in corn, this year. 
2.035 acres; in cotton 265 ; in wheat, 7 ; in su cane, 2 The average yield 
per acre of corn, is about 30 bushels, though the - ^^ ^^^^^^ ,^^^^ ^f ^ | 
45 or 60 bushels per acre. Oi cotton I am not fully ,,^ ^^ ^o speak, but sup. 
pose the river bottom lands will yield eighteen or twen., hundred pounds to the 
acre. Cotton has not been fairly tested in this county ^^^ j^^^ beinff 

the first in which there ever has been any planted, hut the yui'^^ was entire sa^ 
isfactory, taking the season into consideration Wheat and sugb., havf> not been 
tried sufficiently. It is, however, the < pinion of some of the best'v^,,jl,p^„ u„„p 
^hat both will do well. The soils of Retugio county are of four clasi:;' A^jf! 
let. The river bottom land, which is of a black l«>am, and easy to 'Ajf/vatV 
and will produce about 45 bushels corn per acre. 2d. The black sandy pi^irie 
"Which will yield about 30 bushels of corn per acre. 3d. The light, sanely, povS 
©ak land, which will yield 20 or 26 bushels of corn per acre. 4th. The black 
stiff, hog-wallow land I am not prepared to say what this land will produce' 
&s few, if any, have ever attempted its cultivation, on account of the great labor 
leo^uired. F^ome think, ^hen it is properly prepared, it is the best corn land in 
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jLhis section. The depth of the soil varies from one to three feet. Fine vegeta- 
bles are raised everywhere. The first settlement made in this county, (some 
Mexican settlements excepted,) was in 1829, (so I have been informed by an old 
settler,) by some of McGloin's colonists, who remained nntil 1836, when they 
were ariven ofiF by the Mexican forces. On March 9th, 1836, as Capt. King was 
Attempting to move some families from the Mission of Eefugio, with some 
fourteen men. he was met by Mexican forces, and, after some hard fighting, 
was compelled to surrender. Next day, by order of Urrea, he was shot. This 
was on the 16th day of same month. Capt. Kincr's men were a portion of Col. 
eannm's command, who was also shot at Goliad, on the 27th of same month, by 
order of Santa Anna. There, are yet tjie remains of an old Mission at Kefugio, 
that was used by Capt, King,*EE4^:jfort when he washerCj which report says was 
i3ailt by Spain in the year 1700. How long it; has been since it was built, I do 
not pretend to say, but its weather-beaten and mossy walls evidence great an- 
tiquity. There is now a neat chapel, built of a portion of its dilapidated walls, 
which is used as a Catholic church. The range and water here for stock are 
inexhaustible, both winter and summer. Land cheap, and plenty ; health ex- 
cellent ; society good. We have but one insane person in this coanty ; no deaf 
or dumb ; no blind ; no paupers. The assessment of 1858 shows 264,568 acres of" 
land, given in for assessment, valued at about one dollar per acre. The total 
amount of taxable property, rendered for assessment for 1868, is $872,539; 
amount of State and county tax, for 1858, $2,100, which, if divided equal5y 
oetween the voters, would be for each voter, nearly $8,00. 

STARR. 

[Furnished by J. F. K.J 

The assessment roll for 1856, gives 1,400,059 acres in this county, valued at. 
$214,439. The assessment for 1857 shows 650 horses, at $6,500; 6,000 cattle, at 
S36,000; 50,000 sheep and goats, $50,000 ; 200 town lots, $20,000. No negroes im 

this county. Rio Grande City and Roma are the principal towns. The trade of 
this county is about half a million per annum. Nineteen-twentiethe of the 
goods are taken into Mexico, and about three-fourths pay diities to Mexico, the 
other fourth being smuggle-'l — the illicit trade being measurably discontiaoed 
for the past three yesrt, owing to the exceeding low tariff Tender the late revo- 
lutions of Yidaurri, Carbajal, &c. We bave two ports of entry, BaiRS'^sly^ Rio 
'Gc-rande City and Homa. the former being opposite Oamargo., and t^^ il^tter op- 
posite Mier, Mexico,, both of which latter two places are porta 'pr entry for the 
Bepublic of Mexico. R. Clay Davis aad Ferrv Dodride-e ariB tb^^^'f^Meot-ors. One> 
half the trade is cash anol barter., the- balance credit. JRvVie.s aiad wool are the 
i^rincipal articles for which the go^cds: are sold. We rer^'^^^ Q'' ^^'Cl-se about 30,- 
'300 annually, valued at $150^ 000. .snd ct wool &l<-on^ 300,000 pouiads, valoed at 
$30,000. Our goods are broiiiEht by stea/mboatP Freights' from KJaw York to 
Brazos Santiago, per sail vmmls, ^-wei^ge 2-^'^^^'^ P'Sr cubic fi>ot set Prom 
Brazos Santiago to B?owns?iHe by ateasal -^ ^''"^'--. ^"^'^ *^^® Brownsville to Bio 
'o-rande City, 25 c-ents per font. Om b.^^-'J' '^^-^'^g^^- ^^'-h ■&& moo, the freight is 30 
cents per foot, or three- oinarters •('■^■'^ P*^^^ pojin^a;.- iss'arsB.ce fr-om Hew York 
ro Rio Grande City. 6k vev c^nt.r ^^'^^ ^^^ OrleaBs H per e^at. Bemittanc^s 
back on merchandize saioe r^-'^m'^ '^^ m.onef m&w&m^ li fen mat. Bi^ 
tance from Brown^-ville -pev-^y^^ "^'^ -^^'^o ^hrt&nrie Ciij is 35^0 miles. The river is 
navigable the year roup-' ^"^ ®'^^ "^^"^^'^^ ^'^^5'- O-ar goo<3si are takea to almost 
every town and rancM J^'^ ^^^^^ ^'ee npon the map off the Statee of Nneva 
Leon Coahnila .j'.-^-''Tamaialipss. T^e popilatlon nine-teBths Mexic^n^ one- 
t-enth AmericaB "'^'^® trade for the present Is at a staad-.sliill. bwt g<enerally is 
increasing '^^^ chief pnr3uit.s among the Mexicans are ;agricia]lture and stock- 
raisino- • t**^^^ ^'^® Americans three-fourths are traders^ and merchants ; the 
other l^r-'f^^ gamblers or blacklegs. Agricaltural prospects very good. The 
steari^'^^^s plying on the Rio Grande are the Goadalape aad a barge, which go 
iip xOmetimes as high as Roma. Last year we raised six bales of cotton. We 
l^ve no slaves in our county; none through Starr county last year. If a slave 
•once gets into Mexico there is no chance of getting him back under the present 
tawB. Mexican labor 60 cents per diem ; average per month, eight dollars aB(fl 
ratioB.<5. 
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SMITH. 

ITS TOWNS. 

TYLER. — The county site of Smith county is situated near the centre of said, 
county, and is composed of many neat and handsome buildings, some of which 
are brick. There are seven entensive mercantile houses now in operation, and 
others are being fitted up. Churches, academies, Masonic Hall, Templar's Hallj 
<&c., Mechanic shops of every description, one steam griat mill, grocery houses 
of all kinds. The citizens of Tyler are generally industrious and enterprizing. 

MOUNT VERNON is situated in the South portion of Smith county, twelve 
miles due South from Tyler ; it is rapidly improving, has one dry good store, a. 
Masonic Hall, and one school, all of which are well sustained. 

CANTON is situated in the South- Bast portion of Smith county, fourteea 
and a quarter miles South-East from Tyler, and is a neat and flourishing village. 
There are three dry good stores, a Masonic Hall, with churches, academies a 
grocery, and a Mechanie shop, &c. Its inhabitants and those of the vicinity are 
industrious and enterprising. 

f JAMESTOWN is situated in the Bast portion of Smith county, fifteen and 
-fhree- quarter miles East from Tyler, and is quite a flourishing little village — ■ 
There are two dry good stores, one Methodist Church, a Masonic Hall oEe 
academy, Mechanic shops of every description, all of which are liberallv sn^- 
lained. ^ 

STARRVILLB is situated in the North-East portion of Smith countv fonr 
teen miles North-East from Tyler. It is one of the most flourishing vUlao-es in 
Eastern Texas. There are several dry good stores and churchos. There" ar^e OH.e 
or two academies, with two high schools, and Jv^rious Mechanic shops — 
Both m Starrville and Jamestown, the retailing of ardent spirits is nrohibitprl 
toy the act of incorporation. 

BBLZORA is situated on the Sabine River, fifteen miles North-East fmm 
Tyler, but is not a place of any note. ™ 

FLORA is situated in Smith county, near the Sabine River, fifteen and a. 
quarter miles North- West from Tyler. There are two dry good stores and one 
or two groceries. ' ® 

GARDEN VALLEY is situated in the North- West portion of Smith counter 
seventeen miles North- West from Tyler; it has only some seven or eight build 
mgs, among which are one dry good store, one Presbyterian Church, one Ma- 
sonic Mall, and one academy, in which a good school is taught. 

SAN AUGUSTINE. 

[ FiuToished by John Nicholson, Assessor and Collector, j 

In this county there are 6196 acres in cotton; 8814 in corn ; 1022 in wheat ♦ 

15 m sugar cane. The yield, per acre, in cotton, is about 1000 pounds ; in cora 

trom 20 to 40 bushels ; in wheat, about 16 bushels. A hand cultivates Ik average 

of 15 acres^ There are about 800 slave laborers- whole white population 236l 

2 blind, o lunatics, and no orphans or others chargeable on the county Nambei^ 
of acres improved land, 18,958, at an average value of $4; unimproved S2 
very little vacant land ; some of the land has been cultivated thirtvs^x years' 
and still produces well. Average value of cattle, $6; of horses, $76 • of sWn 
$2,00; of hogs $2 to $6. Beef is worth 3^, po'rk 4, and mutton 5 ^l^<^lli 
pound ; corn, 75 cents, wheat, $1, and potatoes, 50 cents per bushel Sheei) are 
raised with very little trouble or expense, and are fiee from disease. San Auff 
ustme IS our only town ; its population, 461. This town has a good couH^^ousI" 
with several churches, and some of the best high schools in "the State Ou; 
market is New Orleans, by wagon transportation to Grand Ecore, 76 mtles at 
a charge of $1 per cwt., and thence, by water, to New Orleans, at firtv cents 
per barrel. Sometimes we proceed by way of Sabine Pass. Our stock ran^eS 
not^as good as in many counties. Pine lumber is abundant, except on the red 
land where it does not grow, but this kind of soil is only found on a atrfn 
passing through the county, about six miles wide. We have six sarmiiKi 
by water power. Lumber costs $1, per 100 feet, at the mills. ^ 

12 
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UPSHUR. 

[Furnished by Thomas Cranfixl.] 
1 suppose there are cultivated in this county, in cotton, about 5,000 acres ; in 
corn, about 10,000 ; in wheat, about 2,000. The average, per acre, 700 pounds 
of cotton ; of corn, 15 bushels, and of wheat, 10 bushels. The number 
of acres cultivated, per hand, will average about 16. The average value of im- 
proved lands in the county, is seven dollars per acre ; unimproved, about three 
dollars. There is little or no public land in this county. Some of our lands 
have been cultivated for fifteen years ; they do not produce as well as at first. 
The general character of our soil is loose and sandy, of a gray color; some 
portions are red land. The depth of the soil is from three to eighteen inches. 
The average value of cattle is about $10 ; of horses, about $75 ; of sheep, $2,50; 
of hogs, at this time, $1,50; the value of beef, per pound, three cents ; of pork, 
eight cents. The price of corn i? one dollar per bushel ; wheat, $1,50 ; potatoes, 
seventy-five cents ; bacon, fifteen cents per pound ; flour, $10 per barrel. Sheep 
are saccessfully raised here; they are not much subject to disease; need but 
little attention and expense. The fruits in this county are peaches, apple, figs, 
&c, Peacheg succeed best. The most common wild animals are deer, racoon, 
opossum and hare. The county seat is Gilmer; the public buildings are a 
courthouse, jail, and two church houses. The number of churches in this 
county is unknown to me. We have Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, &c. 
We have a high school in Gilmer for males, and one for females ; in both these 
schools all the branches of science are taught, necessary for a good English 
education. The male school is conducted by A. F. Calloway ; the female by S. 
M. Johnson. In this county, we have plenty of common schools under the Free 
School System. Big Sandy runs through the south-west corner of the county, 
and empties into the Sabine, The Sabine is the south boundary of this county ; 
Big Cypress is the north boundary, up to near the north-west corner of the 
county, where the Dry Fork is the line from there to Wood county line. Little 
Cypress heads in this county, or rather in Wood, near the west side of this 
county and runs an easterly direction through this county. There is plenty of 
iron ore here. This county was organized about the year 1847 ; it was taken 
from Harrison county— P. B. Wilson, Ballaam Brewer, John Marshall and Thos. 
Kellv were among the early settlers. The principal markets are Shreveport, 
Jefferson and New Orleans. The transportation is by wagons and by boats, by 
wav of the Sabine. The cost is from seventy-five cents to one dollar and 
twentv-five cents per hundred pounds. The distance to Jefferson is forty-five 
miles from the county seat ; to Shreveport, eighty-five miles. The Southern 
Pacific Railroad is in contemplation to run through the south part of this 
f ountv No part of the road has been worked on in this county, but it has been 
snrveved Emigrants come to this county by way of Red River and overland. 
There are but few cattle raised for market here, our stock range being only 
folprablv good The kind of lumber used here is mostly pine ; it is abundant 
ft,nd eood--price, ten dollars per thousand. We have many mills, there being 
ten or twelve water saw mills. Brick and stone could be used for building, but 
T^iue lumber is much cheaper. The fences, in our county, are of rails. Gold and 
Slver is the chief currency, though we have some Louisiana paper in circulation. 
Mnriev is scarce. The usual interest is ten per cent. Louisiana money is at 
^ar all other paper at a discount of two and one-half per cent. Our people 
Irl oDDOsed to banks with few exceptions. This county is well watered, and the 
watPr is eood freestone water. We have a good many springs ; stock watsr is 
rJlPTTtv • our county is healthy. The most prevalent disease is chills and fever. 
Wp usually have a drought setting in in May or June. We generally have rain 
•Iifr^tr^ the winter and spring seasons. Honey dews fall occasionally. We 
?1J; frrtRts here in winter, but seldom hard enough to kill the vegetation. We 
have snow and ice sometimes. Fogs are not common. The mirage is never 
Been. 

VAN ZANDT. 

[FurnMied by Dr. John W. Fairs.] 
I Droceed to answer your circular of inquiries, as regards the county of Van 
^iidt The number of acres cultivated in corn, cotton, wheat &c., will be 
gfv^n by the Assessor and Collector. The product, per acre, of cotton, averages 
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900 pounds; of corn, 25 bushels; of wheat, 12 bushels. About 18 aeres are 
cultivated to the hand, of all crops. Improved lands are worth $6 per acre ; 
unimproved, $3. We have no vacant land. Our oldest farms have been in cul- 
tivation ten years, and produce now as well as at first. Our soil is gray and 
chocolate, and three feet in depth. The average value of cattle is $6 ; of horses, 
$80; of sheep, $3 ; of hogs, $2. Hogs and cattle are the most profitable. Beef 
is worth two cents, and pork five cents per pound. Corn is worth (May '68) 60 
cents ; wheat, $1,26, and potatoes 60 cents per bushel. Sheep are raised suc- 
cessfully, and the wool is worth 40 cents per pound. Oar chief fruits are 
peaches and plums. We have plenty of wild turkeys, partridges, trout, cat and 
perch. The Neches, Sabine and branches, are our chief streams. Springs are 
abundant and good. We trade to Shreveport with wagons ; distance, 126 miles ; 
cost of transportation, $1,50 per cwt. New Orleans is our market for cattle, 
gross sales, per head, $18. The increase of stock is 30 per cent, per annum. 
Our lumber is pine, and in abundance, price $1,50 per one hundred feet. We 
have one steam saw mill, which cuts 4000 feet per day. Our fences are made of 
pine and oak rails. We have but little prairie, which is in the norih end of the 
county. Our circulation is specie ; the people are opposed to banks. Our com 
is usually planted in February, and cotton in March ; the cultivation is not gen- 
erally good. Springs abundant, and water good, and we nave good wells and 
]^lenty of stock water. Health medium ; diseases most prevalent, intermittent 
fevers, pneumonia and diarrhoea. We have occasional droughts, though our 
crops rarely fail. Our winters are mild, some snow and ice, and the frosts kill 
vegetation. Tropical fruits cannot be raised. We have no mirage in this climate. 

"WILLIAMSON. 

[Furnished by M. W. NoRTHiiq-GTaN, Assessor and Collector.] 

This county was created from Milam in 1848, The lands in cultivation pro- 
duce, during favorable seasons, a bale of cotton, and from 30 to 40 bushels of 
corn per acre. Improved lands are worth from $6 to $20 per acre, according to 
locality ; unimproved, from $3 to $5. There are 182,764 acres owned by non- 
residents. There is but little vacant land. Stock raising constitutes an impor- 
tant branch of business, the markets being New Orleans, Missouri and Call- 
fornia. Sheep flourish finely here, being healthy and prolific. 

Fruit is successfully cultivated, peaches being the principal kind, as yet. Deer 
are the only wild animals that abound, most of the others having fled' to the 
frontier counties. Turkeys, quails, and other wild fowl, abound. No minerals 
of any note have, as yet, been discovered. There is an abundance of sand-stone 
and a species of marble for building purposes. Fossils and petrifactions are 
found in all sections of the county. Georgetown, the county seat, was laid out 
in 1848. There are 200 inhabitants, the buildings being constructed of rock and 
lumber, the courthouse being a solid rock structcre, Methodist, Christian BaiD- 
tist and Presbyterian churches, a male and female school, and fifteen schools in 
the county, the buildings being mostly frame ones. They are taught in accor 
dance with our school law, which is fully carried out, having been accepted bv 
our County Court. The retail trade of the county is done at Georgetown 
Wheat, flour, hides, corn and other articles being exchanged for dry goods' 
groceries, &c. Our transportation is entirely bv wagons to Houston and Port 
Lavaca. Hempstead, the fifty mile terminus of tlie H. & T. C. R. R will be our 
nearest point, being only 110 miles from Georgetown. Our lumber for buildinc 
pi rposes is hauled from Bastrop county, a distance of fifty miles, and costs from 
$10 to $30 per thousand feet. G. W. Glasscock has a steam flouring and corn 
mill on the San Gabriel, one mile from town, and other mills will soon be ea 
tablished. Our county is generally healthy, and we have a constant breG7Z 
during the summer months. For the two past years our county has been verv 
dry, but we generally have too much rain during the winter and sprinff Onr 
winters are often quite cold. There are large quantities of wheat raised bnt 
the amount will be more than doubled in another year, as our lands are fi'n^w 
adapted to its culture. Our flour can be placed in market early in July On^ 
wheat weighs sixty pounds to the bushel, Our fences are made of monntl?« 
cedar, which will last an age. Some fence with post and Spanish oak and film 
Specie is our principal currency. *'^*"' 
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WALKER. 

A correspondent informs us that Tuscaloosa is now the shipping point on the 
Trinity for Walker county, and for Hunts ville, the county seat. Tuskaloosa is 
ahoat'lO miles from Hantsville, and is resorted to for its fine sulphur springs, 
helonging to Mr. G. S. Wyser. There is now a postoffice at Tuskaloosa, and 
the stages pass that place. We must refer to our last year's description of this 
county, as the material furnished us is too scanty. We may, however, remark 
jhat Waverly is a small town of this county, somewhat noted for its beauty and 
the Waverly Male and Female Institute, under the charge of Prof. Fitze. This 
place is about twenty miles from Hnntsville, and ten from Danville, and is 
situated on the road from Montgomery to Cold Springs. 

WEBB 

[Furnished by Wii. Davis.] 

Is bounded on the North by Bexar county ; East by Zapata and Nueces ; Soutk 
by the Rio Grande, and West by the Eio Grande and Maverick county. It was 
created on the 28th of January, 1848, from Nueces county, and in 1850 contained 
a population of 1379. The first settlements in the county were made many 
years ago, though it is still but sparsely peopled. The county seat is Laredo, 
located on the left bank of the Eio Grande, which contains a population of 1437 
souls, and has a city charter. It has a handsome stone courthouse, a large 
Catholic church, though poorly built, a customhouse, a market-house, a mill for 
-rinding wheat and corn, and a convent now being built, which will be a fine 
edifice. There are five good stores in the place, besides several smaller ones, and 
considerable trade is carried on with the interior of Mexico, though of late 
years this has decreased, but will probably revive again. The Rio Grande could 
^^asily be rendered navigable to this point, as the steamboat Major Brown made 
■one trip here in 1846. As population increases along the banks of the river, 

which it will do in a few years,) steamboats will create a profitable commerce. 
Before the year 1740, several Mexican families had moved in and settled near 
t,he site of the present town of Laredo, where they opened large stock ranches ; 
and in 1767, Don Juan Fernando de Palacio, Governor of New Santander, vis- 
ited this place for the purpose of seeing the settlement and of presenting to 
the settlers a certain quantity of land each. Governor Palacio presented to 
Thirty-four heads of families portions of land, giving to each oue 1,000 varap on 
i-he river by 30,000 in depth ; the town of Laredo was laid out at the sajne time, 
and, in addition to the land, each settler was presented with a town-lot, with 
the condition that he should erect a bouse thereon within two years from the 24th 
day of June, 1767, or lose both lot and land. Provision was made at the same 
time for the'erection of a church. Land was laid off in the same way on what 
is now the Mexican side of the Rio Grande, though it was then under the same 
iurisdiction. Don Tomas Sanches was Captain and Judge over both sides of 
the river, and was allowed 2,000 varas of land on the Rio Grande by 30,000 deep, 
being twice the amount which the others received. There were twenty-six 
families on the Mexican side of the river. The money received at the canoe 
ferry was used in building the church. Settlers were charged nothing for cross- 
ing but strangers were obliged to pay two reals (25 cents) each, per head, and 
one real (12-^ cents) for each package of freight. All the settlers were obligated 
to the defence of the place, with their arms and horses, in case of an invasion, 
thouffh it does not appear that they suffered any at that time from Indian depre- 
dations Land was laid off for an Indian Mission on the other side of the river, 
but was not used. The descendants of most of these settlers are hvin^ to this 
day in Laredo, and in that vicinity. A public square 100 varas by 80 was laid off, 
and the town lots were 20 varas front by 40 in depth. Laredo was then, and for 
manv years afterwards, in a nrosperous condition, though the scarcity of ram 
was always a serious draw-baek. Countless herds of horses, cattle, sheep and 
^oats roamed over the extensive plains, and peace and plenty filled the land. 
The country never was so prosperous as when it was subject to the Spamali 
crown, and all had the most unbounded confidence in its strength and authority. 
Then, instead of counting their flocks by twenties and hundreds, the herdsme^ 
counted them by thousands. A friendly feeling existed between the settlers ana 
the Indians, until about the commencement of the present century, when the 
latter began their attacks upon the former, which have continued to the preaeEt 
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'Clay ; thongh they are yearly (thanks to the vigilance of our troops) becoming 
less frequent, and will soon cease altogether. Laredo was never sacked by tfce 
Indians, though several ranches near by were broken up by them. The ranche 
of Corralitos, which was settled by the Yidaurri fanaily even before Laredo, was 
pillaged by them, and the settlers obliged to leave — though now they are going 
foack. The Palafox ranche was abandonded, and has never been repeopled. 
The ruins of many of the old stone buildings are still standing. This year (185<S> 
more attention is being paid to stock-raising and agriculture than for many 
years past, and several new ranches have been opened. Half a mile from La- 
redo, and above it, on the Rio Grande, is situated Fort Mcintosh, an United 
States military post, established in the Fall of 1849. The houses are frame 
baildings, presenting a neat appearance, being painted white and surrounded 
with shrubbery, though they are excessively hot in summer. An officer iuforra.£- 
me that there are but two posts in the United States which are as hot as this — 
the thermometer showing at times 110° in the shade, and 139° and 140"^ in the 
sun. Above the garrison occupied by the troops is Fort Mcintosh proper; it is a 
Tegular fortification, with walls, ditch, &c., and contains several heavy pieces of 
cannon. There is only a small guard kept there, as there are but few soldiers 
Slow at the fort. The whole place is kept in good repair. Ex-President Lamar 
commanded a military force which was stationed in Laredo during the Mexican 
war, and he, together with the Hon. H. P. Bee, first extended the jarisdiction of 
the United States over that place. Gen. Lamar's soldiers afforded much pro- 
tection to the inhabitanis from the attacks of the Indians. Upon the return •! 
peace a body of regular troops came here, as it had been found necessary by the 
Mexicans, for many years before, to keep soldiers here. A body of Spaniso 
troops garrisoned Laredo for a long time. In one of the conflicts which oiir 
^oldiers have had with the Indians, Lt. Hudson, of the U, S. A., was mortal'v 
wounded, and died at the fort on the 19th of April, 1850, after lingering fc'r 
twelve days. Capt. Brackett's mounted company is now here, having kept the 
country quiet for a long time, his men having fought the Indians very success- 
fully. The only other settlement in the county worthy of especial notice is the 
ranche of Los Ojuelos, on the Corpus Christi road, and near forty miles fron^ 
Laredo, where there are many head of cattle, and where a considerable settle- 
ment is forming. There is generally water at this place the whole year round, 
though not of a very good quality. Los Angeles wells, ten miles from there, 
also contain good water, but not in any considerable quantity. The soil of the 
country is good, being a rich sandy loam of great depth, and when the seasons 
are at all favorable fine crops of corn are produced. Along the river banks 
there is some good timber, but the most common wood is scrubby musquite. 
which, though affording the most excellent fire-wood in the world, is unfit for 
tonilding purposes. Let me here remark that dry musquite, particularly that 
which has been killed by a prairie fire, and left standing until it is perfectly dry 
and hard, makes the hottest fire with the least smoke of any wood yet known. 
There is plenty of limestone rock which can be taken out with little trouble, 
some of which, in the interior of the county, is absolutely beautiful, being near- 
ly as white as marble. The people have used sandstone in the construction of 
some of their houses in Laredo, which is unfit for the purpose of building, as 
they crumble and wash away in a few years and present a very dilapidated ap- 
pearance. By a correct system of irrigation (the Rio Grande furnishing an 
abundance of water) almost every variety of fruits and vegetables could be 
raised in perfection, but the inhabitants seem to have paid but little attention 
io these things. Even now figs and pomegranates grow well in some of the 
gardens, while along the river bank water and musk melons grow luxuriantly. 
In autumn large cargoes of oranges are brought in from the city of Monterey, 
two hundred miles distant, for use during the holydays. There were formerly 
•juany orange trees in and about Laredo. The maguey plant grows wild in the 
county, and in some localities the plants are as large as those found in the in- 
terior of Mexico. Sugar cane and cotton in small quantities have also been suc- 
cessfully raised here. Some thirty-five miles above Fort Mcintosh, on the bank 
lof the Rio Grande, is an extensive bed of bituminous coal, where all the coal 
used by the blacksmiths at the fort and town, is obtained. It contains a con- 
siderable amount of sulphur, but by working at the banks for a short time, un- 
til the second layer could be reached, a superior quality could, no doubt, be foun<3. 
Near this place, and indeed, in several places in the county, fine specimens of 
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Silver ore have been found. An old mine is known to exist about forty miles 
above Laredo, and there can be no doubt about its existence in the hills near 
the nver. Upon approaching the Rio Grande, a series of hills extend back 
three or four miles from its banks, which are covered with a growth of prickly 
pears and bushes. This is not good for grazing, hut further back on the prairies 
good grass is found, which is capable of supporting immense herds of horses, 
cattle, sheep and goats. Cattle aud sheep raising is a lucrative business, and is 
on the increase. In dry weather, the Rio Grande always furnishes an unfailing 
supply of water. Upon the prickly pears the Cochineal insect is found in great 
numbers, and might with care be made an article of export. It sells readily for 
seventy-five cents, and one dollar per pound at wholesale, and is worth much 
more at retail. It is kept in all drug stores, and from it the most brilliant 
scarlet and crimson dyes are prepared. It is singular that its culture has never 
received any attention in this State, as vast amounts of it might be gathered 
three or four times a year. There are six generations of the wild insect every 
year, furnishing an equal number of crops. It is generally only collected three 
times annually. In Mexico, particularly in the provinces of Oaxaca and 
Guaxaca, it is an important object of culture, and large sums are realized from 
its sale. It feeds on the common Nopal^ cactus or prickly pear. The game of 
the country consists of leopards, (here called tigers,) cougars, or South Ameri- 
can lions, wild cats, deer, wolves, beautiful antelopes, turkeys, geese, cranes, 
ducks, and a few bears, with other small game ; though within fifteen miles of 
Laredo, and near the river all kinds of game is scarce, as it has been hunted too 
rnuch. Comparatively few fish are caught in the river, on account of its ra- 
pidity. Wild horses and cattle are still found in this and the adjoining coun- 
ties, and many Mexicans devote their whole time to running and catching them. 
Rattlesnakes and other venomous reptiles and insects are found in the county, 
though not very common. Plenty of good beef can be bought in the market 
house in Laredo, for three and four cents per pound. Corn for seventy-five 
cents and one dollar per bushel. Beans, two dollars per bushel, and corn meal, 
one dollar and fifty cents. The finest white onions and Chili pepper are also 
raised hore. In town the better class of houses are built of stone, with large 
windows and flat roofs. The poorer class are made of adobes^ very wide and 
thick, and are most comfortable and cool during the fierce heats of the summer. 
The adobe buildings are covered with a thick thatch, which is a good protection 
against the rain and the sun's rays. Schools have not received the attention 
which their importance demands ; in fact, there seems to be among many of the 
people, a great indifference in regard to them, A school fund is accumulating 
for the county, which may do good service at some future time. The convent, 
when completed, will be a good school for young ladies. There is but one 
school for boys in Laredo, The principal shipping port for the county is Corpus 
Christi, one hundred and forty miles from the county seat, over an excellent 
road in dry weather. Goods for the merchants are brought in that way, and 
the principal exports, such as hides, wool, cattle and horses, are sent out the 
same way. As before remarked, when the river is cleared out, and the channel 
rendered wider by a few boats passing over it, there can be no doubt but that 
all shipments will be made by the way of the Rio Grande. Stock-raising has 
become a very important business, and Webb county will, in the course of a 
few years, with American enterprize and capital, have a different position from 
the one she now occupies. The following are the statistics of Webb county (in- 
cluding Zapata, which was organized April, 1838,) for the years 1857 and 1868: 
Area in acres, 4,224,000 ; acres assessed, 959,225, valued at $73,680 ; value of 
town lots, $60,381 ; white population, 3,312 ; increase of population since 1850, 
1,382. Grazing the chief business. Improved lands are worth one dollar to 
three dollars per acre ; unimproved, fifty to seventy-five cents ; number of ne- 
groes, 2, valued at $1,600; number of horees, 764, value $8,168; number of cattle, 
8,382, value $61,884; number of sheep, 3,600, value $1,750; value of merchan- 
dize, $28,000 ; total value of all property in the county, $470,463. 

County Officers.— Chief Justice, Thomas Trevino ; County Clerk, Nicholas 
Sanches ; Sheriff, David M. Level ; Assessor and Collector, Acilio Garcia ; Dis- 
trict Clerk, Juan F. Salinas ; Coroner, Pedro Salas. 

Mayor of Laredo, Bartolo Garcia ; Justices of the Peace, M. Lidwell, R. C. 
Trimble, W. F. Alexander, R. Benevides, 
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U. S. Opficers in the County.— At Fort Mcintosh, near Laredo, Albert G. 
Brackett, Commanding Officer; Lieut. Wesley Owens, Acting Assistant Qaar- 
termaster, both belonging to 2d Eegiment U. S. Cavalry; Gardner W. Pierce, 
Deputy Collector of Customs, at Laredo. 



NEW COUNTIES. 

[ INTRODUCTOEY,] 

The last Legislature established thirty-seven new counties. Of this number, 
however, it was contemplated that but thirteen would organize during the year. 
It may be proper to explain that, in consequence of the evils resulting f^om tne 
promiscuous creation of counties of all shapes and sizes, and the hap-hazard 
manner of locating county seats, without regard to centrality, John Henry 
Brown, then representing Galveston county, conceived the idea of creating 
counties in a square shape ^wherever it was possible) of precisely constitution- 
al size, (900 square miles) and providing for their organization whenever they 
should' have a given bona fide population ; and, secondly, for the location of 
their county scats, by popular vote, within five miles of the center of the county, 
&c., &c.; and, as a further guard against confusion, to give each county and 
county seat the same name, so far as practicable. To carry out this view, ^Ir. 
Brown procured a joint meeting of the committees of each House on counties, 
and laid before them a bill creating twenty-three counties upon this plan. Sen- 
ators McCulloch and Erath, and Dr. Barnard, of the House, old settlers, and 
indeed every member of the Joint Committee, warmly seconded the measure, 
and it was accordingly unanimously recommended to the two Houses, and by 
them unanimously passed. This is the Act of B'ebruary 1, 1858, creating Wich- 
ita, Concho, Coleman and other counties, and is designed to do more good and 
prevent more evil than any law ever passed in relation to counties. The law 
will be found on page 87 of the pamphlet laws of 1857-'8. The reader will here 
refer to page 18 for a list of all the new counties, and of those persons in honor 
of whom they were named, 

As we have alluded to Mr. Brown as the originator of this plan, it is proper 
to say that in every instance where the names of counties and county towns dis- 
agree, either the name was already appropriated to some town, or that he op- 
posed the departure from the rule, as, Breckenridge and Henrietta. The follow- 
ing description of counties is general and somewhat incorrect, owing to their 
lines not having been run and streams not always correctly laid on the maps. 
Otherwise they are reliable. It has been furnished by a friend who is well ac- 
quainted with them. His description of the other new counties has not been 
received. 

BUCHAJSTAN 

Created at the last session, is one of the finest among the new counties, pos- 
sessing a large amount of rich land, excellent grazing and an abundance of 
water. The Clear Fork of the Brazos passes through its northern limits from 
west to east, while Hubbard's, Caddo, High Bluff and numerous other creeks 
run their course through its limits, and enter the Brazos. It is immediately 
south of Young (Belknap) and West of Palo Pinto county, and on the North 
Texas route to El Paso, and is rapidly settling up. It was named in honor of 
our present President, while the town is to be called Breckenridge. 

CiVLLAHAN 

Created by the Act of February 1, 1858, and named in honor of the late Capt. 
James H. Callahan. It lies west of Eastland, and north of Coleman. West 
Caddo Peak is near its southern line, but whether in Callahan or Coleman is 
doubtful. The southern part of Callahan is broken and rocky, the remainder 
undulating and fertile. It is rather scarce of water and timber, but by no 
means destitute of either, and may be classed as a mediocre county, in general 
terms, with good grazing. 
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COLEMAN. 

This is one of the twenty-three unorganized counties created by the Act of 
Feb. 1, 1858, and was named in honor of the lamented Col. Robert M. Coleman, 
of revolutionary memory. It is bounded on the south by the Colorado river, 
east by Brown county. It is generally an undulating body of rich land, cov- 
ered with choice grass, and reasonably well supplied with timber. Besides the 
Colorado, it is watered by Jim Ned, Hord, Mukewater, Hone, Thalia, Davids, 
Urania and other creeks and springs, yielding a fine supply of water. It is a 
good county, in a healthy region, and when settled, will be famed for its grain 
producing facilities. There are but few settlers, as yet, in the county. 

CONCHO. 

Created by Act of Feb. 1, 1858. It is abundantly watered by the Colorado, 
the Cor\cho, Kickapoo, Enphiosine, Neptune, Brady's and other creeks, and 
abounds in good springs. It occupies an intermediate rank between the high- 
land and table-land districts, partaking slightly of the characteristics of each. 
Its prevailing timber and grass are musquite, of the best kind, the latter afford- 
ing inexhaustible pasturage. Much of the land is a rich chocolate, while other 
portions are poor, it has a few settlers now, and will soon be occupied by our 
daring pioneers. 

EASTLAND. 

Created by the Act of Febmary 1, 1858, and named in honor of Capt. William 
M. Eastland, of Fayette county, who was shot as one of the Mier (decimated) 
prisoners. It lies in the high rolling region, north of Comanche and Brown, 
and about 40 miles west of the Brazos river. Its soil is usually very rich, ad- 
mirably adapted to wheat, corn, cotton and fruits. Its prevailing timber is post 
oak, with some mezquite — its grazing very fine. The Leon is the principal 
stream in the county ; there are numerous creeks and springs, and well water, 
Is easily obtained. Eastland lies directly in the path of the population, moving 
westward, and must soon be an organized and prosperous county. 

JONES. 

Created by the Act of February 1, 1885, and named in honor of the late ex- 
President Anson Jones. The county town is to be called Anson. This county 
adjoins Shackelford on the west, and is well watered, by the Clear Fork, the 
Double Mountain Fork, Elm, Little Elm and other streams. There is so much 
sameness in several counties in this section, that a minute description of each 
would be but repetition. It may be said, perhaps, that as we pass west, rains 
are less frequent in all the western and northwestern portions of Texas. So, 
too, of timber. Jones county, however, has a limited supply of timber and a 
good deal of rich land, but more poor land than its sisters on the east. It has 
few or no inhabitants at present. 

KIMBLE. 

Created at the last session, has a large amount of rocky highlands, covered 
with short mesquite grass and scrubby timber. The Llano, with eight or ten 
tributaries and other small creeks, give plenty of water and some good valley- 
lands. Its great adaptation, however, is for horses, mules, sheep and hogs, 
grass, water, mast and wild fruit being abundant. 

MASON. 

Created at the last session, lies across the Llano river, the San Saba draining 
its northern limits. Its principal creeks are Cherokee, Katemse, Hickory, 
Willow, Comanche, James, Honey, Leona, Salinas, Bear, lova. Bluff, and several 
others, besides innumerable springs. Mason, (old Fort Mason,) the seat of jus- 
tice, is in the centre of the county, which now has about one hundred voters. It 
is a fair second-rate county. Quite broken, plenty of short post-oak and mez- 
quite timber— mezquite and common grass plenty — land of second quality, with 
rich valleys. 
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MENARD, 

Created at the last session, and named in honor of the late Michael B. 
Menard, of Galveston. The San Saba river passes centrally through it, from 
west to east, while numerous small streams enter the main stream from either 
side, affording plenty of water. Scrubby post oak and mezquite timber are 
abundant, pasturage good, soil variable from poor rocky to rich valley land. 
The old Spanish Fort of San Saba and the lost silver mines are in Menard 
county. Fort McKavett is also in it, and a small population has been formed, 
sufficient to form a nucleus. 

Mcculloch. 

Created in 1856, and named in honor of Ben. McCalloch. Bounded on the 
ISorth by the Colorado ; East by San Saba ; South by Mason. Brady's creek, a 
bold mountain stream, runs centrally through it from west to east ; the San 
Saba through its southern limits, with numerous small creeks and bold springs 
in all sections. A large portion of the county is divided into highlands (so- 
called mountains,) and beautiful valleys. The whole is covered with mesquite 
grass, and it has an abundance of short timber. No better county for stock, 
and its valleys are fine for farming. It has now a limited population, but will 
soon settle and organize. 

RUNNELS. 

Created by the Act of February Ist, 1858, is one of the best watered sections 
<Df the State. The Colorado passes through it, while its tributaries, the Flora, 
Bed, Black, Spring, Mulatto, Bluff, and other creeks, run their entire course 
ohrough it. It is very similar in its soil to Coleman county, but more broken 
and has wider valleys. For grain and stock-raising it is an excellent county, and 
were it not for its remoteness from market (like all the counties in this region,) 
it would also rank well for cotton. It should be remarked, too, that all of this 
Epper region abounds in wild fruit, and only wants population to render it 
famous for the staple domestic fruits. This county was named In honor of the 
late ex-Governor Hiram G. Runnels. 

SHACKELFORD. 

Created by the Act of February 1st, 1858, and lies immediately west of Bu- 
chanan, to which it is quite similar in general characteristics, but not as well 
watered, and with less timber. It is watered by the Clear Fork, Eyles, Hub- 
bard's, and other creeks. It was named in honor of Dr. (Capt.) John Shackel- 
ford, a survivor of Fannin's massacre. 

TAYLOR. 

Created by the Act of February 1st, 1858, lies west of Callahan and north of 
iiunnels. It is watered by the Clear Fork, Pecan Bayou, Little Elm, Hole, and 
ihe head branches of several other streams. Fort Phantom-Hill is in this coun- 
ty. The timber is generally scrubby, a portion of the soil light sandy, and a 
good deal of the remainder fertile. For grain and stock it is a fair county, and 
will settle at an early day. 



PORTS OF REFUGIO AND NUECES COUNTIES. 

[Ftirnislied by W. H. J.] 
There are no ports of entry in the above counties— ports of delivery are 
Aransas, Wm. H. Jones Deputy Collector and Inspector, $3 per diem, and Co- 
pano, J. W. Simmons, Surveyor, salary $500. Trade is with Galveston, New 
Orleans; New York, Sabine, Mobile and Pensacola, mostly via Matagorda Bay 
Navigation between Aransas and Matagorda Bay has been improved to 2^ feet 
at low water, and 4 feet at high water ; between Aransas and Corpus Christi 
bays to 4^ feet at low, and 6 feet at high water, via canal. Aransas bar has 8 
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to 9 feet at present. Pilotage $3 per foot. Aransas light usually visible 20 
miles. Seaports— Aransas, 3 miles from the Gulf; Lamar 22 miles from the 
Gulf, 9 feet water, wharf and warehouse building ; distance from Lamar to Co- 
pano 10 miles ; to St. Mary's^ 15 miles ; to Saluria, 50 miles ; to Aransas, 20 
miles; to Corpus Christi, 41 miles ; to Victoria, 60 miles; to Goliad, 41 miles; 
to Refugio, 22 miles; to San Antonio. 123 miles. Copano is 32 miles from the 
Gulf, and has 7^ feet water ; wharf and and warehouse built ; distance to Cor- 
pus Christi, 25 miles ; Refagio, 12 miles ; San Antonio, 117 miles. The county 
is supplied with pine lumber from Sabine, Mobile and Pensacola. Price $25 
per M. Concrete of shell and lime is used frequently for building. Currency 
mostly specie — a few New Orleans bank notes, at par. Money plenty, interest 
8 to 10 per cent. There is an U. S. mail stage route from Saluria to Aransas tri- 
weekly, and boat route to Lamar weekly. The county is healthy, no preva- 
lent disease. Sometimes dry in summer, but the heavy dews in spring and 
summer save the cro^js. Very seldom snow or ice. Usual freights from New 
York or New Orleans direct, $1 per barrel. New York insurance 3^ per cent.; 
New Orleans 2 per cent. Little or no direct trade at present. There is but 1 
church in the county, which is Catholic, situated at Refugio. Average annual 
increase of cattle 25 to 33 per cent. Price of stock cattle, $6 ; Beeves, $15. 
Sheep do well. Rice and tobacco not yet tried. 

Corpus Christi is the only port in Nueces ; it is a port of delivery — Surveyor, 
J. Dix, salary $500. To this port, via canal, there is 6 feet water. Passengers 
proceed by steamship from Galveston to Saluria, by stage to Aransas, and by 
schooner to Corpus Christi, tri-weekly, twenty-four hours from Galveston, A 
light-house is being built at Corpus Christi. 



RAILROAD PROPOSED FROM ARANSAS, TEXAS, 
TO MAZATIiAN, MEXICO. 

The original charter and subsequent amendments of this Railroad, were given 
in our Almanac for 1858, pages 120 and 121. 

Amendment, 7th Legislature, passed February, 1858, gives the right to the 
Companv to construct a Railroad from Aransas, or Corpus Christi, to the Rio 
Grande, 'below Laredo, with a depot in Corpus Christi, without land bonus or 
loan ; five miles to be completed by January 1, 1860, the whole by January 1, 
1866. Capital stock increased to $4,000,000, of which five per cent, must first 
be owned by the Company. Franchise cannot be sold, nor "paid up" stock 
issued, nor stock sold less than par. Pryor Lea^ Esq., Goliad, Acting President ; 
Prof. Albert M. Lea, Aransas, Engineer. 

[The following interesting information has been furnished by a gentleman 
well informed as to the facts he states .] 

The main object of this Company, which is one of special interest and impor- 
tance to tho State and to the United States, is a new route to California, a rail- 
road from Aransas to Mazatlan, on the Pacific, distance 550 geographical miles. 
Estimated length of railroad, 700 statute miles. 

This route, at usual speed of travel, would bring New Orleans and San Fran- 
cisco within SEVEN days of each other ; and the approximate estimate by Prof. 
A M Lea, Engineer of the Company, for this railroad connecting the Gulf 
and Pacific, is but $15,000,000. It is wholly through a healthy region, and in 
the temperate zone. It opens up to Texas and New Orleans a valuable and ex- 
tensive trade with Mexico. It must, when completed, (judging from its ap- 
parent advantages over all others,) monopolize the whole of the California 
travel, mails and military transportation, Mazatlan being but three and a half 
days by steamship from San Francisco, with an excellent harbor. The Tehuan- 
tepec route requires double the time. Aransas has a harbor of 240 acres area, 
six fathoms deep, two miles from the anchorage in the Gulf. The bar, between 
twenty-four feet of water, is about 1320 yards wide, with nine feet on the shoalest 
part. Piers would deepen the bar to its clay foundation at twenty-four feet, 
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and the expense wonld be justified, were it tbe terminus of a California rente, 
via Corpus Christi, Guerrero, Monterey, Saltillo, Parras and Durango; there are 
no serious engineering difficulties, the major part of the route being level. The 
average cost of the road should not exceed $20,000 per mile. Incidental, would 
be the improvement of the Rio Grande, and an inland navigation through the 
bays of our coast. 

There is a company already in existence in possession of a Mexican charter 
for a railroad from the Rio Grande to the Pacific ; Luke Lea, Esq., of the bank- 
ing house of Suter, Lea & Co., of Washington City, is President of this compa- 
ny. There is an immense amount of dormant capital in Mexico, hoarded and 
literally buried for want of safe methods of investment. There is a disposition 
to employ this capital in railroads, if the action of the citizens of Monterey is 
any criterion. They have subscribed largely for a railroad to the Rio Grande. 
An examination will satisfy any judicious person that this will prove a paying 
road. On the Rio Grande, 155 miles from Aransas, is an extensive bed of can- 
nel coal, two and a half to seven feet thick, easily mined, free from slate or 
other impurities, very bituminous and valuable for coal oil and gas, extending 
from Meir to above Guerrero. A specimen can be seen at the " News " Office. — 
This coal has been used by steamers, and, in 1848, was analyzed by Prof. Rid- 
dell) of New Orleans, who reported it of fifty per cent, more value for steam 
purposes than Ijiverpool coal. Prof. Lea is confident this coal mine will yet 
supply all ports on the Gulf, and that it will consequently alone support the 
road thus far. Between the Rio Grande and Monterey are copper and silver, 
bearing lead mines, now unworked, but to which this coal, supplied by rail, will 
give life. The extensive silver mines near Durango, now limited in production 
by want of fuel, using charcoal, will require large quantities of coal, as also 
will the port of Mazatlan, for the use of steamships. 

The traf&c of this road will be, in part, U. S. Mails, troops and military sup- 
pliesj an immense number of Californian and other passengers, California gold 
dust, China teas and silks, lumber, cotton, merchandize, silver, copper, lead, 
coal, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, hides, peltries, wool, wine and fruits. 

It is hoped, in the next issue of this Almanac, reliable statistics and other 
information may be given, as the Company intend to have a reconnoisance of 
the whole route made shortly by their Engineer. After which subscription 
books will be opened. If our Legislature would grant the Aransas Road Com- 
pany twenty sections land bonus per mile, as was done to the other Pacific 
road, which brought no Mexican trade, nor had its terminus within the State, 
and Congress would improve Aransas Bar, authorizing mail and military trans- 
portation contracts in advance, with both Texian and Mexican Companies, this 
road would doubtless be constructed. Capitalists are not disposed to embark 
in such heavy enterprises unless encouraged by government. Such aid may be 
reasonably expected by these companies, as their undertaking is of great na- 
tional importance. 



SEA ISLAND COTTON— FOOT ROLLER GIN, &c. 

[The following article has been received from a friend who has had opportu- 
nities to know something by experience of the culture of Sea Island Cotton, 
and we believe his suggestious will be found valuable to those embarking in 
this branch of agriculture, which now promises to be one among the most profitable 
in our State] 

Editors Texas Almanac :— Seeing lately a Sea Island Gin made with rollers 
eighteen inches long, and 4 in diameter convinced me that the mite of informa- 
tion the writer can give on the subject will be of use to some of the van-guard 
in this new enterprise, the culture of a crop yet to rank high in value among 
the exportable staples of Texas ; a crop, the best culture and preparation of 
which, for market, invites therefore public notice and discussion. And, more 
especially, as according to my observation of several trials within seventeen 
years past, seed from Carolina, there naturally producing cotton of the value 
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of 46 cents, 150 pounds per acre, here makes a lint worth 50 to 65 cents, 300 to 
400 pounds per acre. The finest qualities are those made by salt manures, 40 
loads salt-marsh mud per acre, etc.; here, doubtless, merely replanting onr 
•own seed a few times will improve the quality to the finest grade, this coast, 
from its salt dews and sea-breeze during the season of growth, being peculiarly 
adapted to this cotton. Unlike sugar, this crop requires little expense in build- 
ings or machinery, yet yields from $150 to $180 per acre. It is not for begin- 
ners to try experiments in ginning with power gins ; it is true five-sixths of 
the labor of ginning is saved, but the lint deteriorates four to eight per cent., 
which is no economy. The old Eoller Gin worked by foot, is reliaUe for turn- 
ing out the lint in the best possible order and condition, if we except hand- 
picking. Although it gins but fifty pounds clean cotton per day, with one 
Iiand, when the value of the lint, $25 to $30, is considered, it does not appear 
slow, and the cost of the gin is small. 

On the mainland of Carolina, "Maine Cotton" (value two-thirds that of Sea 
Island) is raised from Sea Island seed, annually renewed, as it degenerates 
rapidly away from the sea-coast. If our planters about Seguin used the Foot 
Boiler Gin, annually renewing their seed from our islands, (where siifificient is 
Ibis year produced) I presume they would realize 30 instead of 22 cents for 
their crops. For Sea Island Cotton a locality on our islands or bay shores is 
requisite ; its cultivation the same as that of upland cotton. Owing to the 
smaller size of its bolls, picking is slower ; it is then sunned on a platform, 
covered at night from the dew, turned and sunned another day before housing. 
trashed before ginning, motes and discolored lint picked out, and packed in 
round (gunny bagging) bales of 300 to 330 pounds. Sea Island Cotton, like 
wool, is injured by compressing. To the mouth of the bag is sewed a hoop, 
larger than a hole in the loft floor in which the bag is placed, the cotton 
thrown in and tramped down. The bales must be protected from the weather 
in transportation to market. The culture is easy, the plant bearing drought 
much better than corn ; but the preparation for market is a trade to be learned, 
therefore it would be well to procure from South Carolina an overseer, or an 
intelligent negro, accustomed to the crop. The Foot Roller Gin consists of a 
bench with four standards or puppet-heads, of l-J inch plank, nine inches apart, 
supporting two rollers, each i inch in diameter, truly and smoothly turned, of 
hickory. Each roller with its iron fly-wheel of 18 inches diameter, crank and 
pitman, occupies but three of the standards, thus leaving the other space clear 
for the fly-wheel, crank and pitman of the other roller. The treadle is of a 
"right-angled U shape, with hinges at the ends, the pitmans attached at the 
angles. In the center space is the working part of the rollers, and to compen- 
sate the spring of the rollers between their bearings, 9 inches apart, the mid- 
die of each is turned slightly largest. The rollers thus run at the same speed, 
touching each other, drawing through the lint and rejecting the smooth black 
Beeds, which larger rollers would bite and csush. Doubtless a double gin could 
be fed, each part with one hand, by a smart negro. Galveston machinists 
should import a gin, as a natern, from Charleston, and manufacture. Proba- 
bly they could be made for $25. W. H. J. 



GENERAL RAILROAD LAW. 

The general law passed in February, 1853, subjects all railroads to the fol 
lowing duties and liabilities : 

1st. Directors are made liable for the debts of the company whenever they 
pay a dividend when the company is insolvent, or which dividend may cause the 
company to be insolvent. 

2d. Whenever any certificate or report, or notice is given by the officers of a 
company, containing false statements of material matters, those who sign such 
report, certificate or notice, are made liable for all the debts of the company, 

3d. No bridge or other obstruction is allowed to impede the navigation of any 
stream. 
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4th. Eailroad conductors, baggage masters, &c., are required to wear npoa 
their hats some badge indicating their office, without which they are not al- 
lowed to receive money from passengers, &q. 

5th. Conductors are authorized to put passengers out of the cars at the usual 
stopping places, when they refuse to pay their fare. 

6th. The duties of companies towards passengers, and the freight committed 
to their charge ^ are defined, and the penalties fixed for the neglect of those 
duties. 

7th. The Legislature has the right, every ten years, to reduce the charges for 
passengers and freight, provided the net profits for the previous ten years, have 
exceeded twelve per cent. 

8th, Every company is required to carry over their road, the passengers, 
freight or cars of any other road connecting with theirs, the terms to be mu- 
tually agreed upon, or fixed by commissioners. 

9th. The State has the right to become the sole owner of any railroad, with 
all its appurtenances and the lands donated by the State, by paying the amount 
of all the company's actual expenditures, with twelve per cent, interest, deduct- 
ing, however, the amount received for tolls, freight and passengers ; but oe 
money borrowed of the State, the company is only allowed the interest paid to 
the State. 

10th. Every company is required to make an annual report, sworn to by the 
Treasurer and Saperintendent, showing, 

1st. The capital stock and the amount paid in, 

2d. The amount expended on the road, buildings, engines, &c., respectively. 
3d. The debts and credits of the company. 
4th, The amount received from all sources respectively. 
5th. The amount and kinds of freight carried. 

6th. The amount paid for repairs, engines, salaries, &c., respectively. 
7th. The dividends. 

8th. The number of engine houses, &c., and their character. 
9th. The miles run by the cars. 

10th. The number of men employed, and their occupation. 
11th. The number of men injured, and the causes. 

12th. Whether such accidents have been from carelessness of persons in the 
employ of the company, and if so, whether such persons are retained. 
13th. The sales of lands donated by the State, and the amount unsold, 
14th. Any company neglecting to make such report to the Comptroller by 
the 20th of October, is fined $250, and in case such report is not made within 
three months after notice given, its charter is forfeited. 

11th. Companies are required to carry the mails when required by the Post- 
master General, the pay, &c., to be agreed upon, or fixed by commissions. 

r2th. Every company is required to furnish a map or profile of the road to the 
General Land Office, and to the County Clerks and Surveyors of the counties 
through which the road passes. 
13th. The guage of all railroads in Texas must be five and a half feet. 
14th. The Legislature has the right to have the books, &c,, of every company 
examined by committee or otherwise, at pleasure, 

15th. Every company is required to have a brake on the hindmost car, with a 
brakeman— penalty for neglect of this, not over $100. 

16th. Proxies must be dated within six months of the meetings. Act ap- 
proved Dec. 19th, 1857. 

17th. Companies required to keep their stock books on the line of the road. 
All certificates and transfers of stock to be entered. Books to be open to the 
inspection of each stockholder, and to any agent of the Sfate. 

18th. A majority of the Directors, and the President or Vice President, Treas- 
urer and Secretary of every company shall reside within this State. 

19th. A vote of not less than two-thirds of the stock of the company, shall be 
necessary to make by-laws ; and no company shall have the power to make an? 
trust deed or mortgage on the franchise or property of the company, unless the 
power is expressly given by the by-laws of the company. 

20fch. The road bed, track, franchise and chartered rights and privileges 
shall be subject to the payment of the debts and legal liabilities of the compa- 
ny, but they shall be considered as an entire thing, and must be sold as such.— 
In case of forced sale, the purchasers become the corporators under the charter. 
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In case of sale under execution, it shall be in the county where the principal 
office of the company is situated ; former stockholders not be held liable to the 
new company for unpaid stock subscriptions, but are liable to pay for purpose 
of liquidating the debts due by the sold-out company. 

21st. The foregoing provisions not to apply to the claims held by the State 
against tho company. 

22d. Any railroad company neglecting or refusing to comply with the pro- 
visions of this Act, shall be deprived of the benefits of the Acts granting dona- 
tions of land and loans of money. 

N. B.— See supplement to this law among the laws of the last Legislature, in 
the first part of this work. 



DISTRICT COURTS. 

[ The following table shows the Judges and District Attorneys of the 19th 
Judicial Districts, except that some changes have doubtless been made, of Dis- 
trict Attorneys in the late election, of which returns have not yet come in. The 
figures indicate the Monday on which each term commences, there being a 
Spring and a Fall Term. ] 

First Disteict.— Jas. H. Bell, Judge ; W. B. Wilson, District Attorney. 



Brazoria, 1st in Ap. and Oct. 

Matagorda, 2d after " 
Wharton, 3d 



Colorado, 4th after Ist in Ap. and Oct. 
Fayette, 6th " " " " 

Austin, 9th 



Fort Bend, 11th after 1st in April and October. 

Second District.— A. W. Terrill, Judge ; Geo. W. Jones, District Attorney. 
Bastrop, 1st in Ap. and Oct. I Guadalupe, 5th after 1st in Ap. and Oct. 

Caldwell, 3d after '' " " | Hays, 8th " " " " 

Travis, 9th after 1st in April and October. 

Third District.— R. E, B, Baylor, Judge; C. B. Tarver, District Attorney. 
Washington,lst after 4th in Mar. & Sep. I Burleson, 6th after 4th in Mar. and Sep. 
Brazos, 6th " " " " | Milam, 8th " '♦ " " 

Fourth District. — Thos. J. Devine, Judge; Frank Egan, District Attorney. 
Bexar, 1st in Mar. and Sep. I Kerr, 10th after 1st in Mar. and Sep. 

Comal, 8th after " '' " | Gillespie, 11th <« " ■ «' '« 

Fifth District.— A. W. O. Hicks, Judge ; Lewis P. Casey, District Attorney. 



Shelby, 4th after 4th in Feb. and Aug. 
Angelina, 8th " " " "■ 

Nacogdoches, 1st in Jan. and July. 



Newton, 4th in Feb. and Aug. 

Jasper, 1st after '< " 

Sabine, 3d " a u 

San Augustine, 6th after 4th in February and August. 
Sixth District. — C. A. Frazer, Judge ; J. M. Clough, District Attorney. 
Wood, 1st in Feb. and Aug. I Harrison, 6th after 1st in Feb. and Aug. 

Upshur, 2d after «' " " | Panola, 10th " " " " 

Rusk, 13th after 1st in February and August. 
Seventh District. — P. W. Gray, Judge ; J. G. McDonald, District Attorney. 
Grimes, 3d in Ap. and Oct. I Montgomery, 4th after 3d in Ap. & Oct. 

Walker, 2d after '' " " I Harris, 6th " *' 

Galveston, 10th after 3d in April and October. 
Eighth District.— Wm. S. Todd, Judge; S. R, G. Mills, District Attorney. 



Bowie, 2d in Mar. and Sep. 

Cass, 2d after " " " 

Titus, 6th " '' ** *' 

Hopkins, 9th* ^ 



Hunt, 11th after 2d in Mar. and Sep. 
Fannin, 12th " '« « " 

Lamar, 14th " " " *' 

Red River, 16th" « " " 



Ninth District. — R. A. Reeves, Judge ; Geo. Rosenbaum, District Attorney. 
Houston, 1st in Mar. and Sep. I Henderson, 9th after lat in Mar. & Sep. 

Cherokee, 2d after '' '' ^' Kaufman, 10th " " " " 

Anderson, 6th *' ** " " I "^an Zandt, 11th " " " '' 

Smith, 12th after 1st in March and September. 
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Tenth Distbict.— Fielding Jones, Judge ; Wm. Tate, District Attorney. 



Victoria, 
Jackson, 2d after 
Lavaca, 3d '* 
^Eleventh District 



3d in Feb. and Aug. 



De Witt, 5th after 3d in Feb. and Aug 
Gonzales, 7th '' '' '' " 

Calhoun, 11th " " " '' 

-Josiah F. Crosby, Judge ; , District Attorney. 



EI Paso, Ist in March and September. 

Twelfth District.— E. J. Davis, Judge ; Ed. Dougherty, District Attorney. 
Cameron, 2d in April and Nov. I Starr, 6th after in April and November. 

Hidalgo, 6th after " " " | Webb, 8th '^ " " 

Zapata, 10th after 2d in April and November. 

Thirteenth District.— John Gregg, Judge ; C. Stewart, District Attorney. 



Madison, 3d in Mar. and Sep. 

Eobertson, 1st after" « " 

Falls, 2d " " " '' 

Limestone, 3d " " 



Hill, 4th after 3d in Mar. and Sep. 

Navarro, 5th " " 
Freestons, 7th " " " " 

Leon, 8th '' '* " " 



Fourteenth District.— M. P. Norton, Judge ; J. B. Murphy, District Att'y. 
San Patricio, 1st in Ap. and Oct. Goliad, 4th after 1st in Ap. and Oct. 

Live Oak, 1st after " *' " Bee, 6th " " " " 

Karnes, 2d " " " " Refugio, 7th " « " " 

Nueces, 8th after Ist in April and October. 

Fifteenth District. — J. M. Maxey, Judge ; S. A. Wilson, District Attorney 



Chambers, 
Liberty, 
Polk, 2d after 
Trinity, 4th after 



2d in Mar. and Sep. 
3d " « 



Tyler, 6th after 3d in March and Sep. 
Hardin, 9th '< " " " 

Jefferson, 10th " " « " 

Orange, 11th " '« «•' '* 



Sixteenth District.— N. M. Burford, Judge ; J. C. McCoy, District Attorney. 



Collin, 

Grayson, 2d after 
Cooke, 4th " 
Montague, 5th " " " 
Clay, 6th" " 

Archer, 7th « " 
Throckmorton,8th " " 
Young, 9th after " " 

Seventeenth District 



3d in Mar. and Sep 



Jack, 

Denton, 12 th 
Tarrant, 13th 
Parker, 16 th 
Johnson, 16th 
Ellis, 17th 
Dallas, 19th 
E. H. Vontress, Judge; R. 



10th after 3d in Mar. and Sep. 
11th " " " <' 



. T. Posey, District Att'y. 
Williamson, 2d in Mar. and Sep. I San Saba, 6th after 2d in Mar. and Sep. 

Burnett, 3d after " " " I McCulloch, 8th " " " " 

Llano, 5th " " " " 1 Brown, 9th " " " " 

Lampasas, 10th after 2d in March and September. 

Eighteenth District. — E. F. Buckner, Judge ; Jas. Paul, District Attorney. 



Medina, 2d in Mar. and Sep, 

Bandera, 4th after 1st " '' 

Uvalde, 5th " " " '' 



Atascosa-, 6th after 1st in Mar. and Sep, 
Kinney, 9th " " " «' 

Maverick, 10th" " « " 



Nineteenth District.- N. W. Battle, Judge ; J 
McLennan. 3d in Mar. and Sep. 

Bosque, 3d after " " " 

Erath, 4th " " « " 

Palo Pinto, 5th " " " " 



L, L.McCall, Dis't Att'y. 
Buchanan, 6th after 3d in Mar. and Sep. 
Comanche, 7th " " " " 

Coryell, 9th " " " « 

Bell, nth " « " " 



The reader will find that all of the counties are not herein laid down. The 
reason of this is, that they are not yet organized. Presidio, which was formerly 
considered and known as part of the 11th District, was left out altogether in 
the new law, fixing time of holding Courts in that District. Every organized 
county in the State is embraced in the above table. 

♦The District Attorney. Mr. Hyde, has resigned, and the State Department has not yet been adyiaed 
of any appointment, by the Judge of that Difilrict, to fill the vacancy. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



^ 96 TEXAS ALMANAC. 



SALT SPRINGS. 

There are Salt Springs in various parts of the State, but, as yet, we have 
heard of but two or three attempts to manufacture salt from them on a large 
scale, with a view to supply the-general demand, though families and neighbor- 
hoods have thus obtained their supply, in particular localities, for many years. 
We have now no knowledge of more than two salt works where the manufacture 
from springs or wells is made a business. These are the works of Hardeman 
& Co., in Llano county, fifteen miles above Hamilton, in Burnet county, and 
those of Swenson & Swisher, in Lampasas county. In both of these the water 
IS said to be very strouj?, yielding as much as a pint of salt from a gallon of 
water. At Hardeman & Go's, works, the water is obtained by digging wells, 
and the deeper these wells are sunk, the stronger the water becomes. Our latest 
information from these works dates nearly a year baek, at which time the pro- 
prietors were boring with the hopes of finding a more abundant supply of 
water and of a better quality. They had then gone about one hundred and 
thirty feet deep, but were still boring at great expense, and making but slow 
progress, owing to the hardness of the rock through which they had to bore. 
Their attention being chiefly directed to obtaining a larger supply of water, 
they were not doing much in manufacturing, about twenty bushels per day 
being as much as they were making. The salt is made by evaporation, 
by boiling in large open kettles, and was sold at the regular price of one dollar 
per bushel, of fifty pounds. The works of Messrs. Hardeman & Co., were com- 
menced in 1855, or early in 1856. 

We do not know the exact time when Messrs. Swenson & Swisher commenced 
their salt works in Lampasas county. We understand that they obtain their 
water from the bed of a creek (supplied by salt springs,) which has been walled 
in so as to exclude the fresh water from rains, while they procure a pretty 
abundant supply of strong water from the springs in the bed of the creek, and 
with but little expense of digging. We understand they are making from 
seventy-five to one hundred bushels of salt, per day, which is sold at the uniform 
price of one dollar per bushel. 

We learn that Messrs. Hardeman & Co., will be able to make 400 or 500 bush- 
els, per day, should they succeed in procuring the supply of water they are in 
search of by boring. The demand of the neighboring country may, in a few 
years, be suflBlcient to require such a supply, but we are told that the present 
limited supply is sufficient for the wants of the extent of country around, to 
which it can be conveniently transported. 

Yery large quantifies of excellent salt are made, in dry seasons, from the 
lagoons in the vicinity of Corpus Christi, by solar evaporation ; but we must 
postpone a full account of these lagoons, and their immense supplies of salt, 
to another year. 

MB., KEMDAlLIs ON SHEEP RAISING. 

At page 126, of the present edition of our Almanac, we have given a second 
article upon sheep raising in Texas, written by Geo. Wilkins Kendall, Esq., of 
Comal county. It should have been dated New Braunfels, August 16th, 1868. 
A private note from Mr. K. gives ua the information that up to the 1st of Sep- 
tember, his flocks were all doing finely — better than ever. He lost but some half 
a dozen old sheep and lambs from grub, and no disease of any kind prevailed 
among his sheep at the above date. If Mr. K. can go on for another year, with 
the game extraordinary success which has attended him the two just past, he 
will have incontestably proved the fact that no better sheep range exists in the 
wide world than can be found in the mountains of Comal, Blanco, Hays, Gil- 
lespie, Kerr and Bexar counties, and, perhaps, even wider limits of that section 
may be taken in. We shall be glad to hear from our friends in all parts of the 
State, and hoioe they may report equal success in a branoh of business which 
seems destined to be the most profitable of all, 

Mr. Kendall requests us to discontinue, both in the News and in our Almanac, 
his advertisement stating that he has Merino bucks for sale. He has disposed 
of all that he could spare from his own flocks of ewes, and could have sold 
many more. This speaks much for his stock. We hope to hear from him 
again next year, and that he may be able to report a continuance of Ms 
good luck. 
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LIFE OF GEN. BURLESON. 

Of the many distinguished men who participated in the stirring scenes of the 
Texas Resolution, and of the years immediately succeeding it, none played a 
more active or useful part, or was engaged, during that eventful period, in a 
greater variety of important public service, than Gen. Edward Burleson. It is 
certain that no one of that long and imposing array of names, now conspicuous 
on the rolls of Texian fame, ever faced the public enemies upon so many fields 
of bloody conflict. 

Gen. Edward Burleson was born in Buncombe county. North Carolina, in 1798. 
His father, James Burleson, emigrated, while the son was yet young, to Ken- 
tucky, and from thence to Alabama, sometime prior to the war with the Creek 
Indians. During a part of that war, he commanded a company of volunteers, 
under Gen. Jackson, and having no education himself, he took his son, Edward, 
then a youth, along with him, to assist him with his muster rolls, and such other 
matters conneeted with his command as required the aid of a person capable 
of reading and writing. It was doubtless in this service that he contracted a 
taste for military affairs, and laid the foundation of that experience which, 
through so many subsequent years and so many trying times, availed for his 
own fame and the good and glory of his adopted country. Soon after bis return 
home, while yet but seventeen years of age, he was married, and in a short time 
removed to the State of Virginia, where, in 1821, he was elected Ijientenant- 
Colonel of the militia. In 1824 he removed to the Western District of Tennessee, 
where he was shortly afterwards elected Colonel of the militia of that State, an 
office which he held until 1830, He then visited Texas in company with his 
brother, Jonathan, and examined the country as far West as the Colorado, with 
which he was so much pleased, that he determined to remove to it with his 
family. Accordingly, in March, 1831, he set out for Texas in company with his 
brothers-in law, James and Joseph Rogers, and David F. Owen, and some. other 
families. They reached the Brazos, near San Felipe, in May, and in August 
thereafter, he removed to and settled upon the place, eleven miles below Bastrop, 
where he resided until 1847. His occupation was that of a farmer, and he de- 
voted himself to the improvement of his new home ; but the u^isettled character 
of that period, on a remote and thinly peopled frontier, within the actual range 
of large bands of warlike Indians, who sometimes professed peace, only the 
better to facilitate their treacherous purposes, and, at other times, waged open 
warfare, could not permit a man of Burleson's stamp to remain long unknown. 
His readiness to respond to calls to repel the inroads of savages — his coolness 
in danger — his unflinching courage and perseverance — soon brought him into fa- 
vorable notice, and, in December, 1832, he was elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
municipality of Austin — an organization of the militia having become necessary 
in consequence of the threatening aspect of affairs in the mother country. The 
character of warfare pursued by the prairie Indians against the frontier of 
Texas, has always been very much the same. Parties of them, (formerly larger 
than at present,) come stealthily into the settlements — kill all the men who fall 
in their way — steal all the horses they can find, and retreat precipitately with 
their booty, sometimes carrying women and children into captivity under the 
most heartrending circumstances. The settlers, so soon as the mischief is dis- 
covered, hastily collect together, and with a few days provisions, and on such 
horses and with such arms as are at hand, take the trail of the retreating sava- 
ges, and follow it as long as their numbers and the prospect of success will jus- 
tify, sometimes with, and at others, without success. The service thus performed, 
although hazardous and arduous in the extreme, and requiring energy and per- 
severance, combined with the highest bravery, is not of a character calculated 
to give a very extended reputation to those who brave its perils and its hard- 
ships. Hundreds of deeds of heroism performed on the frontier — rivalling the 
deeds of the chivalrous age — will pass into oblivion. They gave a name among 
the settlers to those who achieved them. The daring and intrepid soldier of 
one enterprise became a leader in the next, until gradually the brave and succesa- 
ful partizan became an acknowledged chief, around whom the hardy pioneera 
would rally, as if by common consent, to repel an expected foray, or pursue the 
flying foe. These are the men who, with their humble and unpretending com- 
rades and followers, beat back, step by step, the treacherous and bloody savage, 
and open the highways of civilization into the unknown desert. And how poorly 
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are they all repaid ! flow soon are they forgottea by those who come after 
them ! No portion of Texas suflfered more, both before and immediatelyaafter 
the Revolution, from Indian outrages, than that part now known as Bastrop 
county ; and on no part of that long and suffering frontier, were their forays 
repelled with more constant valor and firmness, or their predatory parties pur- 
sued with more unrelenting perseverance and success into the depths of the wil- 
derness, than by the people of the upper Colorado. Burleson, by his activity, 
promptness and unflinching courage, added to some considerable knowledge of 
war and military matters, soon rose to be an acknowledged leader, while his 
plain and unpretending deportment and natural dignity, won friends as fast as 
he made acquaintances. 

The events which led to the Texas revolution now began to thicken. The 
spirit shown by the colonists in their adherence to the Federal Constitution of 
1824, and the promptness and ease with which they drove out the garrisons of 
Anahuac and Nacogdoches, without the aid of regular troops, or the equipment 
of a regular army, opened the eyes of the political leaders of Mexico, to the 
character of that citizen soldiery, which, bred and trained in the hardships and 
privations of the frontiers of the United States, and accustomed to the use of 
fire-arms as part of its education, has no parallel in history. The recent war 
with Mexico, in 1847, developed the efiaciency of this soldiery, on a large scale, 
for aggressive purposes. 

The affair of the ''cannon "at Gonzales, which has given to that town the 
appellation of the "Lexington" of Texas, was the first act of open rebellion, 
by force of arms, against the mother country. Some years prior to this time, a 
small piece of cannon had been presented to the town of Gonzales for their pro- 
tection against Indians. In the Fall of 1835 Col. Ugartechea demanded that it 
should be delivered up to him as military commandant at San Antonio. The 
object was understood by the people of that town — to disarm them in advance 
of open hostilities between them and the Government of Mexico. The demand 
was refused, and a body of cavalry, one hundred and fifty to two hundred in 
number, sent to enforce it. In the meantime, the Gonzales people sent to all 
the surrounding settlements for assistance, and by the time the detachment of 
cavalry were ready to act, one hundred and sixty men, under Col. John H. 
Moore, were assembled, and, crossing the Guadalupe, attacked the Mexicans, and 
defeated and drove them back to Bexar. Ugartechea, exasperated at this 
defeat, set out from San Antonio at the head of all his troops, and a train of 
artillery. But he was not destined to reach the scene of his subaltern's defeat. 
The excitement produced among the Texians was intense, and from all quarters 
they rallied to the revolutionary standard, now unfurled on the banks of the 
Guadalupe. Ugartechea, advised of this, retraced his steps to Bexar, to await 
his Commander-in-Chief, Gen. Cos, who was advancing from the coast with 
five hundred men. The volunteers who had assembled at Gonzales were now 
organized into an army, and Stephen F. Austin was elected Commander-in-Chief, 
and Burleson second in command. Bexar and Goliad being now the only places 
in Texas oocupied by Mexican troops, it was determined to attack them forth- 
vnth, and by getting possession of these two important posts, the better to pre- 
pare for the storm which they knew was impending. The army accordingly 
marched to the neighborhood of San Antonio, and occupied a position a short 
distance below the city. In attempting to approach nearer, the brilliant affair 
of Conception occurred, in whi«h two advance companies, under Bowie and 
Fannin, defeated four times the number of Mexicans. The Texians now took a 
position above the town, and about a mile from It; the Mexican Commander, in 
the meantime, fortified the place assiduously, and planted cannon to command 
all the streets leading to the public square. Almost daily skirmishes now took 
place between the besiegers and besieged. Nothing decisive occurred until the 
latter part of November, when Gen. Austin having resigned, Burleson succeeded 
to his place, and was duly commissioned by the revolutionary government, at 
San Felipe, as Commander-in-Chief of the forces before Bexar, Soon after this 
was fonght a noted battle called the " Grass Fight." A strong body of Mexican 
cavalry had been sent in the morning to graze their horses and cut hay, and were 
returning to the city, when they were discovered by the Texian spies, who im- 
mediately gave information of it at headquarters. Supposing it to be a rein- 
forcement to the enemy from the Kio Grande, the Texians flew to arms, and left 
the camp as fast as they could get ready — a detachment of mounted men under 
Bowie, mnning at full speed, first attacked the foraging party. Gen. Cos, per- 
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ceiving this, sent out a reinforcement of men to the relief of his cavalry, and, 
subsequently, further reinforcements with artillery. In a short time nearly the 
whole force on both sides was engaged in battle. The Mexicans fought obsti- 
nately, but were finally driven into the city with a loss of fifty or sixty killed. 
Gen. Burleson was on the ground early in the conflict, exhibiting great coolness 
and bravery, animating and encouraging his men to the attack. This has been 
usually considered the best fought battle on the part of the Mexicans of any 
during the war. 

The project of attempting to take the city, by storm, had been much discussed 
even before Austin left. Some believed it practicable, while others entertained 
a different opinion. Gen. Burleson, who was unacquainted with the plan of the 
city, and not yet familiarized to the fact of the inferiority of the Mexican sol 
diery, and aware that the garrison was more numerous than the besiegers, and 
well supplied with artillery, regarded the project as extremely hazardous. Col. 
Milam, who was better acquainted with the Mexican character, proposed to lead 
a storming party into the city, and, with the approbation and consent of Ge-n 
Burleson, made a call for volunteers. Three hundred brave spirits promptly 
responded to the call, and being formed into two divisions, entered the city on 
the morning of the 5th of December ; one led by Milam, and the other by F. 
W. Johnson. An attack upon the Alamo, by the artillery under Col. Neill, had 
the desired effect of attracting the attention of the Mexican commander, aad 
facilitated the entrance of the assaulting party. The whole power of Gen. Cos 
was now directed against Milam and Johnson, and every effort made to dislodge 
them, but in vain. He ordered an attack to be made on the Texian camp out- 
side the city, but his detachment, sent for that purpose, was speedily driven 
back. The storming party continued to advance, from house to house, for four 
days and nights, under an incessant discharge of cannon and small arms. At 
length tbey reached the buildings on the public square, which commanded the 
entrenchments of the Mexicans, who retired to the Alamo, and soon after sur- 
rendered. During this time a communication with the camp had been opened, 
and every assistance rendered which could aid in bringing about a successfei 
issue. Gen. Burleson himseif visited the scene of active operations, and was 
near the spot at the time when the gallant Col. Milam was killed. 

After the surrender of San Antonio Gen. Burleson returned to his farm, where 
be remained until February, 1836, when the intelligence of the approach of 
Santa Anna, at the head of a large army, was announced. He Immediately re- 
paired tojthe frontier. Gen. Houston had, in the month of November, been ap- 
pointed Commander-in-Chief of the armies of Texas. Upon the organization 
of the first regiment at Gonzales, Burleson was elected its Colonel. At this 
time Col. Travis, with a garrison of only 180 men, was besieged in the Alamo 
and his couriers were arriving at Gonzales representing the immediate necessity 
of assistance, and expressing his determination to hold out to the last, Burleson 
requested of Gen. Houston permission to go to their relief with his commaads 
expressing the opinion that he could extricate them. Gen. Houston, ho we vea* 
declined giving his permission, for the reason that in his opinion, relief could not 
be given— the army then amounted to only a few hundred men, and it would be 
better to sacrifice the few who were with Travis, than to lose a large part of the 
little army in a fruitless effort to give relief to the Alamo. In a few days they 
received intelligence of the massacre of Travis and his heroic little garrison 
Gen. Houston immediately ordered a retreat to the Colorado, at which point the 
army was greatly reinforced, and another regiment organized under Col. Sher- 
ma-B. A division of the Mexican army followed the retreating Texians to the 
Colorado, and advanced near to its western bank while the Texians were en 
camped on the opposite side. This division scarcely exceeded in numbers the 
Texian army, and many of the officers, among whom was Burleson, stronciv 
solicited Gen. Houston to permit them to attack the Mexicans. They urled 
that an attack on this division would be certainly successful, and by si vine- 
safety to families, enable the people to rally in their whole strength and 
in sufficient numbers to meet the main army of the Mexicans, and drivei t 
baek to the Rio Grande ; that a further retreat would involve the necessitv of 
a removal of the families on the Colorado and Brazos; that the army instead of 
increasing would diminish, because many would be compelled to leave to take 
care of the families ; that the people would become disheartened, and the sno 
cessfui issue postponed and hazarded. Gen. Houston detfermined to retreat 
against the remonstrances of his officers. For this step he was greatly cen 
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sured at the time, and has been since. It laid the foundation of a strong and 
embittered party in Western Texas against him, which outlived the Republic 
itself. A large number of those who, by this retreat, were compelled to aban- 
don their homes and property and fly with their families, never forgave Hous- 
ton while they lived, or, if still living, still remember it against him. But it 
is not pertinent to the present purpose to cast censure, and as the final issue, as 
iitranspired, was so decisive and so glorious, speculation upon the probable 
result under a different line of policy from that pursued, becomes superfluous. 
The facts are stated in justice to the subject of this memoir and his comrades 
in arms, who panted to achieve that victory and wreat that vengeance on the 
Mnks of the Colorado, which they afterwards wrought on the field of San Ja- 
cinto. As soon as the retreat was begun, as had been predicted, the army be- 
gan to dwindle — families were compelled to abandon homes and property, and 
fly eastward — and a cloud of gloom hung over both the army and the people. 

From this point the army retreated first to the Brazos and then to the vi- 
cinity of the battle-field of San Jacinto, when the victory of 21st of April 
sealed the independence of Texas. It is not intended, as it is deemed unneces- 
sary, to recite the details of that memorable battle — the brilliant skirmish of 
the day previous which made a private soldier afterwards President of the Re- 
public — the sullen resolution to retreat no further — the stern anxiety for the 
combat, and for indulgence in long delayed vengeance— the silent march to 
battle — the furious charge— the cry of ^' Goliad and the Alamo"^ — the wholesale 
slaughter of half the Mexican army, and the capture of the balance, together 
with the boastful Santa Anna — the world knows it all by heart. On that 
bloody field Burleson added new honors to his fame as a brave soldier and a 
tried officer. His regiment stormed the breastwork and captured the artiliery^ 
and contributed its honorable share to the victory. 

On the morning of the day on which the battle was fought, Gen. floustoti 
ordered Burleson to detail one hundred men from his regiment to build a bridge 
across the stream, to be used in case a retreat should be necessary. Burleson 
answered "that he could make the detail, but he had no idea the bridge would 
be built^ — that they had no axes or tools of any description, or teams to draw the 
timber." Houston asked him if he intended to disobey orders ? Burleson re- 
plied that he was not disposed to disobey orders, but that his men had much 
rather fight than work. '^Then," said Houston, "if you are so anxious to fight 
you shall have your fill before night;" and immediately made out his plan of 
battle. 

After the battle Burleson was dispatched with the advance of the army to 
watch the motions of the retreating Mexicans, bat nothing of importance trans- 
pired until they had left Texas, when he returned to his home and was elected 
to the Senate of the first Congress of the Eepublic, of which body he was an 
assiduous and useful member at so important a period, in laying the solid foun- 
dation of the new Republic. 

In 1837, upon the organization of the militia, he was elected a Brigadier Gen- 
eral, and in the winter of 1838-39, upon the reorganization of a regular army, 
he was appointed, by President Lamar, Colonel of the only regiment of which 
ilwas composed. He filled this oflBce until 1841. 

In 1838 occurred the rebellion of Cordova and other Mexicans at Nacogdo- 
ches. They embodied, announced their purposes, and marched, without striking 
a blow, into the Cherokee nation. This little rebellion, bloodless in its first 
efforts, drew after it important results. Cordova had been in correspondence 
with the Mexican authorities at Matamoros, for the purpose of getting up a 
combined attack of Indians and Mexicans upon Texas. The Commandant at 
Matamoros fell into the scheme,, and prepared to forward ammunition to the 
insurgents, under the conduct of Lieut. Fiores, who was authorized to act as 
commissioner to perfect their plans. Early in the spring of 1839, Cordova pre- 
pared to leave his refuge and go to Mexico, when a white man who professed 
to have been a prisoser in his hands and to have escaped, came into the settle- 
ment and gave informatioa of his movements. Burleson immediately ordered 
scouts to traverse the frontier, and in a short time received intelligence of hia 
appearance near the Colorado above the settlements. Hastily collecting a part 
of Capt. Billlngsly's company of rangers and some private citizens, he gave im- 
mediate pursuit, and overtook Cordova's band, 70 or 80 strong, in the Guadalupe 
valley, near the present town of Seguin, where a few families were then com- 
mencing a settlement. A fierce battle immediately ensued, but the Mexicans 
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were defeated and pursued several miles, until they separated and escaped 
They lost one-third of their party, killed and wounded. The infant settlement 
of Seguin was saved by the promptness of Burleson, as it was subsequently as- 
certained Cordova had intended to have attacked the place that morning. Cor- 
dova subsequently returned to Texas in 1842, in command of a body of raiHiia, 
foiming part of the array with which Gen. Woll entered San Antonio. He wr • 
IJilled in the battle of the Salado. His death created quite a sensation beyoua 
the Rio Grande. Upon the receipt of the news the church bells were tolled, and 
a Mexican ode to his memory was published in Saltillo. 

Soon alter the defeat of Cordova, Flores, the commissioner to the Cherokees, 
attempted to pass through Texas with twenty-five men and a number of mules 
packed with ammunition, flis trail was discovered by Lieut. Rice of Capt. 
Billingsly's company, who pursued and overtook him on the San Gabriel. 
Flores was killed, and his ammunition and papers captured, consisting of let- 
ters from Gen. Canalizo, at Matamoros, to Bowles and other chiefs of the Cher- 
okees. These documents being brought to Burleson he immediately reported to 
ihe War Department Rice's victory, accompanied by the documents. The cab- 
inet of Pre?iident Lamar thus obtained information which explained the Nacog- 
doches rebellion, and unfolded the treacherous combination of Indians and iMex- 
icans against the frontiers of the young Republic. Within ten days after the 
President was furnished with the papers of Flores, Gen. Burleson received oiders 
from the War Department to march into the Cherokee nation, with five hin-'red 
men ; there to assemble the chiefs and head men, and notify them to leave T- N:iS 
within ten days. If they left voluntarily he was ordered to guard them acr"-s 
the frontier; if not, he was instructed to attack and drive them out of the couit- 
try. Gen. Rusk had arrived in the nation with a regiment of volunteers fiuai 
Eastern Texas, and the Secretary of War, Gen. A. Sidney Johnston, had also 
repaired thither, before Burleson's regiment arrived, and had endeavored to in- 
duce the Indians to remove. Soon after Burleson's arrival, the conferences with 
the chiefs being of no avail, hostilities were commenced. The Indian camp was 
attacked on the evening of the 15th July, and the fight and pursuit continued 
till night. Next day the Indians were discovered posted advantageously and 
ready for battle. They were immediately attacked by the whole force, and, 
after a well fought battle, defeated and driven into a swamp. Their chief, 
Bowles, was killed in this engagement, and they retreated out of the country. 
Gen. Burleson's horse was shot under him, and his bravery and presence of 
mind in the battles won the applause of the army and of the country. Judge 
Scurry, a distinguished citizen of Eastern Texas, presented him a fine saddle 
horse, to supply the place of the one that had been killed in the battle, and, as 
a mark of his esteem for a brave officer from the West, who had fought so gal- 
lantly to save the home? and families of the East from the horrors of a savage 
war. This horse ever after bore the name of the generous donor, and was ridden 
for many jears after, and in subsequent battles by the General, and became al- 
most as well known in the Colorado valley as his gallant rider. 

We must now return to some interesting incidents occurring the previous 
year, which have been passed over in order to give a connected statement of 
the Nacogdoches rebellion and the participation of Burleson in the events 
which grew out of it. In the spring of that year a band of three hundred In- 
dians made a descent upon the Colorado settlements, and killed the widow Cole- 
man and one of her sons, and carried off another, a lad, a captive. Jacob Bur- 
leson, a brother of the General, raised thirty or forty men, and went in imme- 
diate pursuit, having despatched a messenger to the*General, who also raised 
about sixty men in twenty-four hours, by the aid of Capt. Billingsly and Mon- 
roe Hardiman, and immediately took the* trail: Jacob Burleson found the In- 
dians in a grove of timber neat Brushy creek, and unaware, perhaps, of their 
number, determined to drive them out of the grove. He ordered a charge, but a 
part of the men, probably discovering the number of the Indians, hesitated. 
Burleson and a part of the men charged up within twenty steps of the grove, 
bat perceiving he was not supported, attempted to retreat, but was shot dead 
as he mounted his horse for that purpose. His party now fell back until they 
met Gen. Burleson and his company, when they returned to the scene of conflict 
The Indians now took a position in a deep ravine, and the fight was renew ed 
about 1 o'clock, and continued till dark. The Indians, being well armed with 
guns, fought with desperation. When night put an end to the conflict, Burleson 
posted his men so as to coop the Indians in the ravine, a part of which they 
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still continued to occupy, to prevent their escape. But during the night 

they succeeded in climbing a very steep bluff, considered impassable, and made m 

^ood their retreat. About forty Indians were billed, whose bodies were threwn ^ 

into a deep pool, the water of which was bloody next morning. Subsequently 

it went dry, when its bottom was found covered with their bones. Three whites 

were killed and some wounded. 

Another party of forty-five or fifty Indians came into the settlements below 
Bastrop and stole horses in daylight, while the people were at church. A man 
who had staid at home discovered them and ran to church and gave the alarm. 
Gen. Burleson with ten men made immediate pursuit, and followed the trail that 
evening to Piney creek, near the town. Next morning a reinforcement of eight 
men was added to their number, and the Indians were overtaken near the Yegua. 
When about two hundred yards from them, Burleson called out to them in Span- 
ish to halt, they immediately did so, and, forming themselves in regular order, 
like disciplined soldiers, commenced firing by squads or platoons. When within 
sixty yards, the battle was opened on the part of the Texians by the discharge 
of Burleson's double-barrelled shot gun. Six Indians were killed and the 
balance fled into deep ravines, enveloped in thicket.", and made their escape. 

Some time after the termination of the Cherokee war, and while he was at 
home, a small party of Indians stole all his horses, including the one presented 
to him by Judge Scurry. Aware of his loss very early next morning, he imme- 
diately sent across the river to his brother for ail the horses he could raise, and 
received eight. On them he mounted himself and seven Tonkaway Indians, a 
party of whom were camped in the neighborhood, and collecting five or six of 
his nearest neighbors who had horses left, he took the trail by nine o'clock in 
the morning and followed it unremittingly the whole day and night — the Ton- i 

keways trailing by moonlight. Next morning, about nine o'clock, he came in 1 

sight of them, eighty miles from his residence, and immediately commenced a | 

chase at full speed of bis horses. During the race he encouraged the Tonkeway 
leader, Placidor, to redoubled exertion bv liberal promises. "Big beef, Placi- 
dor, for Scurry." was repeated again and again as they sped forward in the 
chase. After a pursuit of four or five miles the beef was won— the chief lanced 
the Indian who rode the favorite horse, and four others were killed and all the 
horses were recovered. 

In December, 1839, while looking after a party of Comanches who were said 
to be approaching the frontier, with about forty men under his command, his 
Tonkeway spies brought him intelligence of a trail discovered by them, which, 
from its direction, they supposed to be the trail of a party of Cherokees going 
to Mexico. He pursued the trail to the Colorado river, where he found them 
encamped. He attacked them, killed six warriors, and put the rest to flight, 
and captured all their women and children, to the number of twenty. Young 
Bowles, a son of the Chief of the Cherokees, was among the slain, and his wife 
and children among the captives. These prisoners were afterwards sent by the 
#overnment to the Cherokee nation in Arkansas. . ^ . at • 

In the Spring of 1840 the Comanches made an agreement with the Mexican 
authorities on the Eio Grande, by which they agreed to enter Texas at the new 
moon in August, with a war party five hundred strong, and penetrate to Victoria ; 
the Mexicans agreeing, on their part, to meet them there with a large army to 
act in coDiunction with them against the Texians. The Mexican ofiacers 
pi-obably had no Intention of performing their part of the treaty but were per- 
fectly willing to see the Comanches and Texians expend tneir fury upon each 
other, with but little choice which should be most destructive to the other. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 1st day of August, about five hundred warriors passed down 
between Gonzales and the head of the Lavaca, bearing m the direction of Yic- 
toria, killing all who happened to fall in their way, and stealing horses on both 
sides of their route. They charged up to the precincts of the town of Yictona, 
expecting to take it by surprise, but finding preparations made to give them a 
warm reception, they drew off, and next day sudden y appeared before Lin^ile, / 

a small town on Lavaca Bay, then the shipping point of a large part of Wes- 
tern Texas. The people when they saw them advancing each Indian lying 
down on his horse, supposed them to be a cavallada, of which there were several 
near the coast at that time ; but, when near the town, the warriors rose m their 
stirrups, and disclosed to the terrified people their imminent danger^ They 
sought refuge in such boats and small crafts as lay m the Bay^^J^t some were 
killed, and two ladies taken prisoners. The Indians then pillaged the place, 
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and burnt it to the ground. In the meantime, sixty-five men from the Guada- 
lupe and Lavaca followed down the trail, and arriving at Victoria were rein- 
forced by a like number, when they sought the Indians, and found them on the 
Arinoso, about fifteen miles distant An engagement ensued, but not decisive. 
The Indians having now remained about five days in the neighborhood of the 
coast, and disappointed in meeting a Mexican army, on the night after the 
battle, commenced a retreat to the mountains. Capt. BenMcC ulloch, who was 
in the fight, immediately left, and, traveling night and day, aroused the people 
on the upper Guadalupe, and urged them to concentrate on Plum Creek. On the 
night of the 12th about one hundred men camped on that stream near the 
downward trail of the Indians, and the same evening Felix Huston, Major-Gen- 
eral of the militia, arrived. When the news of this Comanche eruption was 
carried to Austin by the mail rider, it was utterly discredited. But in a few days 
it was confirmed, and two companies of infantry, then at Austin, were ordered 
to march in the direction of Plum creek. But Gen. Burleson placing then, as 
most people do now, but a low estimate upon the value of even the bravest in- 
fantry against the Arabs of Texas, proceeded to collect mounted volunteers, and 
on the evening of the 12th was encamped on Walnut creek, six miles from the 
Indian trail, with about ninety men from Bastrop and Travis counties. On the 
next morning the approach of the Indians was announced on the trail by which 
they descended. A courier was despatched, at full speed, for Burleson, five or 
six miles distant, before whose arrival the Indians crossed Plum Creek within a 
mile of Gen. Huston's camp. Upon the arrival of Burleson, the whole force 
moved forward at a rapid pace, and came up with the Indians in a large prairie, 
near the site of the present town of Lockhart. The regular troops not having 
arrived, Burleson yielded the command to Huston, retaining the command of 
the Colorado volunteers, Capt. Caldwell commanding those of the Guadalupe. 
The Indians forming in regular order of battle across their trail, mounted on 
the best horses out of the great number they had collected, presented an im- 
posing spectacle, the plumes and feather-caps of their war-chiefs conspicuous 
along the whole line. The Texians, marching in two columns by a flank move- 
ment, were halted and ordered to dismount, when the leading files of each 
division arrived within gun-shot of the Indians. This left their lines at right 
angles to the line of the enemy. The fight commenced as the men dismounted, 
the Indians gradually receding as it progressed. Gen. Huston now ordered his 
men to mount, wheel into line, and charge. Burleson gallantly charged through 
the open prairie, and Caldwell through a point of timber occupied by part of the 
enemy. The Indians fled, and were pursued several miles, until they scattered 
and secreted themselves in thickets and ravines. About thirty were found dead 
on and near the field of battle, and others were subsequently found where they 
were concealed by their friends. Several Texians were wounded, but none 
killed. About four hundred horses and mules, with the plunder taken at Linn- 
ville, fell into the hands ot the victors. The two female prisoners were rescued, 
both wounded with arrows when left by the Indians— one of them mortally. 
Thus ended the most formidable Comanche foray into Texap, undertaken to 
avenge the killing of some of their chiefs at San Antonio. During their in- 
GRrsion they killed about twenty-five persons at difl'erent places. 

Asa sequel to this, it may be well to state that in October following, these 
Indians, to the number of more than four hundred warriors, entered Mexico to 
avenge the treachery of the Mexicans for not seconding their onset upon Texas. 
They penetrated four hundred miles into the country — burning, plundering and 
murdering. Their movements were known by the smoke of burning houses. 
Families that considered themselves safe at a distance of forty miles from the 
Indians at sunset, were aroused in the morning by the Indian yell, only to meet 
death or captivity. Seven hundred were killed in the State of Nueva Leon, be- 
sides a large number in Coahuila; a large number of females made captives, 
and thousands of horses carried off. Six thousand men were under arms to in- 
tercept them, but they escaped with but little injury. 

In 1841 Gen. Burleson was elected Vice President of the Republic by a decided 
majority over Gen. Memucan Hunt. The duties of this office he discharged 
with punctuality and fidelity. As presiding officer of the Senate, he was 
courteous and impartial, and exhibited that native dignity, which was present 
in every station in life. In the spring of 1842, when the armies of Yasqnez and 
WoU invaded the Western frontier, the same promptness which \he had always 
exhibited in flying upon the first call to the standard of his couHtry, was con- 
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spicnons upon both occasions. At the time of the latter event, he was absent 
rrom home, and only reached the frontier after the Mexican General had made j 

nis escape. He then planned an expedition of retaliation against Mexico, which i 

was trustrated by the interference of President Houston. 1 

In 1843 he was a candidate for the Presidency, but was defeated by Hon. An- 
son Jones by a small majority. Texas was, at that time, unfortunately divided 
into two parties of a somewhat sectional character, and Burleson belonged to 
the weaker section. The influence of Gen. Houston, with all the power of his 
administration, at that time overwhelming, was cast into the scale against him. 
Soon after this, the prospect of annexation to the United States began to 
brighten, and none hailed it with more heartfelt satisfaction than Gen. Burleson, 
and when, after the Lone Star had been added to the great constellation, and 
^en. Taylor, after the battles of Palo Alto and Reseca, prepared to enter 
Mexico, and called for troops from Texas, Burleson accompanied them in a 
private capacity, unconnected with any particular corps. At Monterey he was 
appointed by Gov. Henderson, then in personal command of the Texas division, 
one of his aids-de-camp, and in that capacity bore a distinguished and honored 
part in the fierce conflicts before that city. 

As the term of service of the Texas volunteers soon after expired and active 
operations on that line seemed to be at an end, he returned home. This was his 
last campaign— with it he closed a long, arduous and successful military career. 
For fifteen years he had been engaged in almost constant and active service, 
during which time his life had been hazarded iu thirty-four battles and skir- 
mishes, with Mexicans and Indians ; in not one of which, whether as soldier, 
officer or commander-in-chief, had be ever witnessed the arms of his country de- 
feated. In this multiplicity of conflicts he had always escaned unhurt, although j 
three horses had been killed under him in battle. ' I 
Upon his return from Mexico he removed from the Colorado to the San Marcos | 
Spring, where he settled down with the purpose of devoting his time to his do- 
mestic afiuirs, but was soon after elected to a seat in the State Senate, and at 
ihe expiration of his term again re-elected from the district in which the seat of 
government is situated. During the fall of ISol his health had become much 
impaired, and his confinement to the sedentary habits of a legislator was not 
calculated to bring about a restoration. He continued gradually to decline un- 
til near the close of that year, when he was prostrated by a severe attack from 
which he never recovered. He died on the 26th December at the Capital of the 
State, and while a member of the Senaie then in session. His death produced a 
profound sensation throughout the whole length and breadth of a State, in which 
his name had become a familiar household word. Eloquent eulogies were pro- 
nounced in both houses of the Legislature, and resolutions, expressive of the 
general grief, adopted. 

A purer character than that of Gen. Burleson is not to be found delineated in 
ihe history of any country. His reputation as a soldier, not won in a single 
victory or single enterprise, but built up by years of service and success, was 
left behind hira without a single stain ; while the purity of his conduct as a 
legislator escaped even the breath of suspicion. No unhallowed ambition 
prompted him to brave the dangers of the battle-field — no petty jealousy of the 
laurels won by others ever found a lodgment, for a single moment, in his noble 
and generous bosom. Brave, yet unambitious — modest, yet firm of purpose — 
simpJe in his manners, yet dignified — he won the friendship of the worthiest of 
the land, and never lost it. In him were happily blended the attributes of a 
successful warrior, with the republican and patriarchal simplicity of a quiet and 
unassuming country gentleman, whose bravery was unsurpassed by his open and 
cordial hospitality. In his personal intercourse with society, whether in the 
camp among his comrades in arms, or among his countrymen in the walks @f 
private life, perhaps the most prominent trait of character, which was every- 
where developed, was an infiexible love of justice, iu its most extensive and sig- 
nificant sense. He seemed to be scarcely aware of the honors which crowded m ' 
apon him as he passed through life. / 

[Since the foregoing very full and well written biographical sketch was re- 
ceived, from an esteemed friend, we have been furnished with other sketches of 
Gen. Burleson's life, giving some details in regard to the part borne by Gen. B. 
in the Cherokee war, and some other incidents of his life, but these additional 
materials have been handed to a friend and fellow-soldier of Geo. Burleson, 
who has prepared for our next Almanac a brief history of the Cherokee war.] 
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LIST OF NOTARIES PUBLIC IN THE SEVERAL 
COUNTIES OF THE STATE. 

Anderson.— *John Wolverton, =*fKendall Watkins, *William R. Miller, *,G. 
W. Pinion, *L. W. Dumas, *James M. Perrj. 
Angelina. — *James L. Ewin^, *Seaborn Jones. 

AUSTIN.— =^Zinni Hunt, *J H. Catlin, *Ern8t Kleberg, *Jolin P. Osterhout, 
F. J. Cooke, SamuelJ. Shelburne. 
Bandbra. — August Klappenback. 

Bastrop.— James Priest, George P. Shaw, E. P. Petty, C. C. McGinnis, Elias 
J. Jones, W, D. C. Jones. 

Bell.— D. T. Chamberlain, *E. Walker, *John Isbell, *T. A. Supple, Geo. G. 
Flint. 

Bexar.— =^^Wm. H. Cleveland, ''^Gustavus Schleicher, C. E. Jefiferson, G. H. 
Nelson, H. F. Oswald, P. L. Buquor, 
Bosque — Jas. K. Helton, Philip Howard, T. C. Alexander 
Bowie.— =^Wm. H. Moore, *B. P. Estes, *John Lioop. 

Brazoria.— Jarvis Dockrill, E. D. Nash, J. W. Copes, William M. Brown, 
Samuel A. Tousey. 
Brazos.— =i^R. P. McMicbell, *James M. Price, *Hiram M. Burrows. 
Burleson —*James L. Holliday, Andrew J. Broddus, William H. Murray, 
Elijah J. Chance, Titus H, Mundine, John M. Nash. 
Burnett.— William H. Holland, Thomas Moore, *A. R. Johnson, A. C. Home. 
Caldwell.— *B. F. Luce, Nathan Silvan, C. W. Whittis, James A. Glenn, 
Robert B. Porter, =*fJonathan Nix. 

Calhoun. — ^'James Ashworth, James H. Forrester, *=Henry Earle, *Wm. H. 
Woodward, Edmund Kerr, Edward Clegg. 

Cameron.— *J. G. Brown, H. L. Hewlett, Benjamin Moses, Jeremiah Gal van, 
S. E. Langdon, A. G. Brown, 

Cass.— =^Henry H. Tamplin, =^Benjamin F. Hill, *James Lundy, ^W. M. 
Freeman, *E. G. Binners, ^Nathan Gupton. 

Cherokee,— *John H. Beaty, *Wm. W. Briggs, F. W. Bonner, M, H. Bonner, 
Samuel T. Harrison, C. F. Jay. 

Collin. — =^James I). Nay lor, ^Fontaine Vance, John C. Easton, Moses Jones, 
George Y. McKinney, George White. 

Colorado.— =^M. Naive, =5^Clement Allen, =^H. E Jordt, ^George E. Smith, 
^George W. Cox, Don F. Payne. 

Comal. — ^Samuel Durham, Julius Harmes, Henry M. Merrill, *F. Ealteyer, 
Albrecht Detmar, George H. Judson. 
Comanche.— *Lou. Price, =^T. C. Frost. 

Cooke.— George T. Bird, R. W. B. Oliver, *D. C. McCall, *R. K. Burton, =i^Jno. 
Strickland. 

Coryell —J. C. Russell, David Crawford, Charles P. Karnes, William H. 
Priddy. 

Dallas.— James N. Smith, ^Thomas Coates, Jno. Taylor, George W. Baird, 
E. P. Nicholson. 
Denton.— ^C. W. Holland, ^Peyton L. Wade, Otis G. Welch, G. Havenhill. 
De Witt. — *Jno. A. King, ^Laurens Smith, =^John H, Johnson, *W. Adams, 
Robert Kleberg, Sam. C. Lackey. 

Ellis.— William J. Stokes, E. C. Newton, Amzi Bradshaw, David P. Ferris, 
Wm. D. Dillon, Valentine Sevier. 
El Paso — Leonard Pierce, ^Samuel MagoflSLn, ^J. J. Thibault. 
Erath. — =^-J. S. Jordan. 

Falls.— J. H. Pierson, R. W. Scott, ^Wm. Wright, -^James M. Jackson. 
FaNnin.— ^Sinclair Stapp, *Jeflferson Parrish, *Samuel A. Roberts, ^Andrew 
Stapp, ^Abraham McClennan, Thos. Ragsdale. 

Fayette.— Thos. A. Hall, W. G. Webb, ^- James C. Gaither,=^W. B. Anderson, 
*Quinn M. Menifee, U. Gregory. 
Fort Bend.— *S. M. Frost, -M. G. Mayes, *C. H. Kendall, W. E. Kendall. 
Freestone.— =^Jno. A. Formwalt, =^L. D. Bradley, ^W. R. D. Armand, *Jos. 
Linn, *Benj. F. Linn. 
Gillespie. — =^G. W. Todd Adolph Assig. 



Hosted by CjOOQ IC 



206 TEXAS ALMANAC. 



Galveston.— Jacob E. Rump, Alfred P. James, E. P. Hunt, James P. Nash 
Ed. T. Austin, *Wm. P. Griffiths. 

Goliad.— =^Thos. S. Millsap, Abraham M. Smith, Samuel McKinney. 

•ONZALES.— *H. B. Nichols, *James C. Gillespie, Stephen Chenault, Everett 
Lewis, Charles Mason, Russell Jofles. 

Grays0x>j.— *JohD F. Rabb, -John G. Reeves, ^William D. Fitch, ^Coleman 
Watson, =^Thomas H. Bowen, James H Clark. 

Grimes.— L. S. Mooring, Gwyn Morrison, B. B. Goodrich, Uriah F. Case 

Guadalupe.- -*John P. White, *B. C. Allen, *Reddin Morris, J. De Cordova. 
William M. Rust. . ' 

Harris.— *E. Fairfax Gray, *Jacob Cline, --John Johnson, ^Beni. E. Roper, 
Augustus C. Daws. 

Harrison.— ->^ John M. Whitehorn, *George B. Conway, William H. Kelsey, 
Wm. R. McAdams, Wm. H Watson. 

fl^Ys.— Desmond P. Hopkins, ^Albert Heaton, ^Fergus Kyle, W. Dewoody. 

Henderson.— ->^Robert Hodge, -^^P. T. Burford, -L. W. Moore, *N. B. Pate, 
""Ichabod Adams, T. B. Greenwood. 

Hill.— =*Thomas Bell, ■^Wm. Jones, Joseph P. Weir, James S Batcliflf; George 
R. Hart, William Neale. 

Hopkins.— -^^Geo. W. Matthews, -John Garrett, "Wm. P. Henderson, ^Thomas 
Willison, ■'•James HootoD, ■•James E. Hopkins. 

Houston.— -^Jno. W. Bodenhamer, -Thomas J. Payne, James R. Bracken, 
-•^"Steward A. Miller. 

Hunt.— •Mames A. Jones, -^Samuel P. Moore, ^^Absalom L. Davis, --John E. 
Wilson, "James G. Stephens, -^^Samuel Hooker. 

Jackson.— -^-^J. J. Kendrick, -^"Edward Fink, "^J. Andrews, *Ni«holas McNutt. 

Jasper. — =5^And. P. Smyth, *Wm. Allen, *John Hamilton, *John Prazier, 
=^Albert Nantz, =^James D. McMahon. 

Jefferson.— ^Chas. H. Alexander, =^Wm. P. Herring. =^Wm. Lewis, ^Otis 
McGaflfey. 

Johnson.— *Isaac R. Yannoy, =^Jno. C. Ligon, *W. G. Ray, *C. P. Hollis. 

Karnes.— *James L. Calvert, ^Milton Dana, *E. H. Winfield, ^E.M. Walker, 
Chas. A. Russell. 

Kaufman.— =^Edwin Jacobs, ^^J. W. Johnson, =^John 0. Heath. 

Kerr.— ^Ernest Altgelt, =^Adam Yoght, =*L. S. Stokes, =^Theodore Goldbeck. 

Lamar.— --?^Wm. M. Williams, *Geo. Y. Snead, *Geo. W. Stell, ^W. J. Bonner, 
=5^Chas Welden, *Jos. McCarty. 

Lampasas.— ^Thomas Pratt, Benoni S. Whitaker, Geo. W. Scott. 

Lavaca —*Chas. H. King, J. J. Ballard, ^leaac R. Foster, R. M. Tevis, J. J. 
M. Woodley, M. M. Box. 

Leon— -^Abner Elgin, *F. M. Hines, ^Thos. W. Blake, *Jno. C.Thomas, 
=^Sam'l P. DuBois, ^Thomas Smith. 

Live Oak.— =^Sam'l P. Poster, John S. Givens, ~^N. Gussett. 

Liberty.— J. E. De Blanc, =^A. G. Yan Pradelles, Christopher Bryan, E. A. 
Stocking, H. M. Farrior, James Jackson. 

Limestone.— Jno. B. Yollandingham, N. Gilbert, =^W. T, Persons, S. G. 
McLendon. 

Llano. — *James Doughtrey. 

McLennan.— ^Geo. W. Cook, M. P. Nichols, *J. W. Nowlin, M. D. Herring, 
Richard Coke. 

Madison. — *L. A. Abercrombie, *Jno. Rogers, ^Hugh McGaffin, *Jas. S. 
Fairley, ^J. W. Hackett. 

Matagorda.— Henry Thorp, Albert Wadsworth. 

Medina. — Lorenzo Castro, Columbus Upson, Geo. H. Noonan. 

Milam— ^D. G. Davis, =^L. H. Bolinger, =^James Jefi&ies, =^ Ambrose H. Boles, 
*Alex. W. Sneed. 

Montgomery.— *C. B. Stewart, ^J. S. Collard, ^L. L. Bradbury. 

Nacogdoches.— Chas. S. Taylor, H. C. Hancock, Wm. Castles, Nathaniel 
Amory, Ambr. R. Eubank, Wm. F. Hyde. 

Navarro. — Benj. F. Lisman, Jos. C. Bartlett, =^Dan'l Donaldson, *Henry 
Crossland, George M Hogan. 

Nueces. — Charles Russell, Charles Lovinskiold. 

Newton.— =^Wm. 3. Wilson, *R. C. Balance, T. S. McFarland, David Mc- 
Mahon. 
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Orange --*Hugh Ochiltree, *W. B. Ellis. 

Palo Pinto.— *J. C. Low, ^James 0. Loving, Benjamin F. Walker. 

Panola.— ^Thomas G. Allison, Henderson Tyke, Isaac Taylor, Alexander 
Birdsong, 

Parker.— *Wm. Fondren, =^Charles Gilder, *John P. Cool, ^R. A. Eddlemon, 
James J. Beeman, =^Jno Francis. 

Polk.— -*B. P. Daris, ^Epbert Hooker, Isam T. Patrick, ^George F. Lawton, 
John M. Bivens. 

Red River.— ^Thomas L. Cowan, John A. Bagby. 

Refugio.— *Wm. H. Jones, -Richard T, Byrne, -^Daniel M. Hastings, -^John 
Logan, ■^' Walter Lambert, John K. Talley, 

Robertson. — *David H. Stokes, '^Harrison Owen, -^Wm. P. Townsend, -■John 
H. Feeney, Francis L. Barziza. 

Rusk.— John Wherry, S. Slade Barnett, L. D. Stevens, Robert H. Richardson, 
Thomas R. Pittner, Frank H. Nelson. 

Sabine.— -'^Isaac Dewers, Bertrand McCloskey, Joseph A. Whittlesey. 
:^ San Augustine.— -^^-Stepben W. Blount, -^Tate Robinson, "'Mames B. Johnson. 

San Patricio.— -•William O'Docherty, -P. S Hagy. 

San Saba.— -^Thomas J. Patterson. 

Shelby.— -George W. Weaver, --^Levi M. Truitt, -^Daniel Brittain, ^^Richard 
Yarborougb, "D. M. Short, -'■Samuel McAdams. 

Smith.— -=^ John M. Douglas, -^Willis Jones, "'-J. L. McKay, ■^Samuel Pinker- 
ton, ■•■J. W. Chftncey, -^-Rufus R. Collier. 

Starr.— *John B. McCluskey, Noah Cox, ■■C. G. Van Dusen, Louis T. Jamison. 

Tarrant.-- Junius W. Smith, -Monas Harrison, -Jefferson Estill, James 
Joyce, John J, Courtenay, Jason Watson. 

Titus.— -^G. W. L. Hayues, -^Wm. L. Haughton, -Campbell English, "^John 
G, Chambers, •^Malcolm Bolin, ■'■£. G. Rogers. 

Travis.— Stephen Crosby, John A. Warrock, P. Be Cordova, George W. 
White, Thomas E. Sneed, Peter B. Lowe. 

Trinity.— Lucius Loring, -Alex. McAlpin, A. C. Caldwell, L. L. Marshall, 
-W. P. McDaniel. 

Tyler.— -Henry West; -Philip A. Work, - Seymour White, -John Stimock, 
-James McKinney, *A. B. Pedigo. 

Upshue.— -Benjamin P. Porter. -W. H. Payne, C. C. Galloway, "^"Wm. P. 
Bell, J. R. Strickland, J. C. Marshall. 

Van Zandt.— -a. P. SuUivant, -J. R. C. Henderson, -John Rosenbaum, 
-John Patterson, -George Rosenbaum. 

Victoria.— -C. L. Thurmond, -Alex. H. Cromwell, -Geo. F. Rogers, George 
M. Read, James Ingram. 

\ Walker.— Joseph Werner, Thomas G. Birdwell, -H. M. Elmore, "^^George W. 
Ferris, L. C. Roundtree, G. A. Wyser. 

Washington.— -Wm. H. Sherman, Albert Guseche. Thomas B. Haynes, *Robt. 
S. Rutherford, George W. Carapbel!, Benj. F. Packer. 

Weee.— -Micbael Lidwell. 

Wharton.— Robert Caldwell. 

Williamson.— -A. J. Harrell, -Andrew Gordon, J. J. Kidd, Samuel Mather, 
-Thomas P. Hughes, Jno. C. Harkey. 

Wood.— -R. S. Murrie, -A. L. Adams, -Joel Mabry, -Henry Grogan, John 
Deavours, Gilbert S. Matthews. 

Young.— -Wm. Burkett, -James H. Swindells. 



Note.— These marked (*) are not knoAvix to the State Depaitnieut a^ qualified Notaries, notice of 
their qualitiwu.ions not iiaving been received at that Office ; but tliey are presumed to have qualified in 
their respective counties, aucl are probably actitiij: as sucli. They arc principally those who have been 
reappointed <:)r newly appointed. 

***The following counties have no Notaries Public: Atascosa, Brown, Bee, Hidalgo, Jack Kinnev 
McCullocli, Maverick, rresidio, Uvalde, Wise. 



Iron Wokks in Texas.— We cannot learn that, as yet, any regular establishments exist in Texas for 
making iron from the rich iron ore said to exist in immense quantities in Northern and North-Eastern 
Texas, and also in a number of the Western cownties. We hear, however, that Messrs. J. S. Nash & 
Co. have Works about eighteen miles from Jefferson, in Cass county, where they make very pure 
wrought iron, which is there considered prefei-able to Sweeds or Tennessee iron. Heretofore they have 
been working by trip hammei-s, but are now commencing to build rolling mills. There is said to be con- 
siderable silver iningled with the iron ore of that part of the State. 
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REMARKS 0M*THE STATISTICS OF THE COUNTIES.— The incrciise ill thc aggreKatc value of taxable-' 
p.uperty in the State for ISdS over 1S57, is about five per cent.; but by omitting tne value of merchaa- 
"jlse in the hvinds of traders on the 1st of Januar,y, included in last year's aggregate, the actual inci-eaee 
Di 185S over 1857 would amount to about eight per cent. 

The Ad A^alorem Tax of IS-JS will fall short of the same in 1S57 to the amount of :J5r),000, or 50 per 
>?nt., 16;'3 per cent, of which has been caused by the reduction of the rate of taxation, from 15 to 12)<j' 
cents upon the one hundred dollaj-s' worth of property, and the reinalniug 3J^ per cent, by the repeal oP 
the Ad Valorem Tax on merchandise in the liands uf traders on the Ist of January in each year, whlek 
commenced with the year 1S5S. 

GE^'EKAL SUMMARY. 

47,i)o7,->07 acres of land, Value $7.3,(i77,316, at lii>w cents ])Ci $100, !^0:i,00(j 64 

43,690 ToAvn Lots " 1-2,861,990, " " " '* 16,077 49 

134,201 I^egl-oes " 71,012,490, " " " " S9,S0O 62 

2:38,303 Horses " 11,5S3,247. ' " 14,479 06 

2,220,433 Cattle " 13,250,537, " " " " 16,574 42 

2,t;3S Money Lenders '' 2,745,403, at 20 " '' " 5,492 70 

MisccHaneous '^ 0,347,208, at 12^ - " '^ 7,084 12 

Total vduc ^1 02,337,377 Ad Valorura Tilx . . $242,545 Oo 

Poll Tax 26,33800 

Total $268,883 05 

Arxiount of the above tax, if no i-eduction had been made, nor the tax on Merchan- ^_ 

t]J!i«. on hand on 1st of January each year, repealed :""\ ' A-7'r,A-> oi» 

Loss to the State in this veaVs assessment, in consequence nt the reduction .$ol, JJ- -'J 

Average value of land per acre rendered for asses.-<ment in the State for the year lb5S, !sl,54. 

ABSTRACT OF~TRElASURER^S REPORT^ 

'-'luui No'\ Isi, 1857, to A".<:/. 31.^■^ IbOS, i//v.,.''/v/r///|/ a period of ten montha since last Report. j 

1 '^■"^'^.^^'^^'^'■^--^^'^^^ IC 1()-$;1,23U,016 Ift % 

joSpeue \ 

~ -0 specie fi^ revenue of laix- Kepuhlic. • • • • ■ ; • • • ;••••, '■" ^^ 

^^\ ^_^^ ^^ of state fron.H.,seelLu.e...^s.vuy.Ju.d.,onaa^.^ ^^^^ ^^ 

I. i;Su- iifu^^d^^l K;aprn:^^^:uiou-^;;en;;riu:: -r St.t. Lunalie AsyUun... ^,025 00 

from interest on I' . b. Bf)n(]s ''■^''r'-'J '- 

from premium ou U. S. I'-uiuls ^^'^ -^' 

Pv.f-OEipxs BY ExciiA-NGi:— ---nn nno On 

IE snecie for $200,000 in U.S.r....iulss..M U0,000 Ou 

Rxcxirxs BY Tr.AXSKKU— , . -.- nnn no 

1X1 specie for >j57,000, U. S. lionus. lnu,sfen-r,i t- Scl^ool h uim ^ o.,00u 00 

Receipts ox UNivciisrrv Aocoi-Na— lOOOfiO ("mi 

-U. S. Bonds by transferlA Stat, accouur i'<?^i%_ ^^i770&5 

Specie fr< >ai interest on said h< n;<ls '' " 2 '.J. 

*^ $1,6,>4,SI7 08 

DisBUJ;sE>r>:NTs— . , T,n;<i,,- ot' 

Amount of Orsh disbursrd uj>o,o opprvj'rujtio.i--, a.-. j».> u^(/(._u> .j 

Trcas"rf/ W-irran/spaid: ..r, .,, 

If. specie frniu revenue ot late Iveiniulic •.• • • • -, , ^-, ], . i 

j..,_spLCiL ..^^1 ^^ of Stateund refunded t-. appropriation -(r/^ ')l 

•' iutere.toulLS^B.jnds. WW/.'.:... " 1o4 2o 

■^ Exchai/gedfrun. School Fund. •.;....;. ^^^-ll 

Irom proceeds oi >ule ot U . .">. i 'on 'is ,,.^.^ o,,^ (-|f, 

TnV S.5per cent. Bonds.... :"" r." •;',''• ';;'y:i''' '.J',','. '-■'-'■-■ 

A^l^uMof Cash disbur>^cdU paymcat nr paOUc debt oj Mr. Ixtp"OUe ^.^ _^ 

] -a siiccie f lorn in terest on L . ^ . Bo) id_^ ..... , ♦ ,.- .,,-,,5 f,,, 

'• proceeds ot sale ol I' . .^. Boiuis • • • • -,''^()^)^j no 

^^{^i ^r^nin ':^:w <;( i>^v^!'^'^'''r^.^^K-S|r^^ "^ '"""T -:; i^^ 

^iiJilauf U. S.-Boidsexchanged i^.r a liice annnno, -i .i-.c. ov.m t^cie>oi ^^^.,,^ ^^^^ 

Fund .^ 200,001 MM) 

-*' Toount of 11 . S . t;5oiids sold lor sinecie '\"Z" ■''"■'> 71 

" '•• ^ - specie-rcveuue of the State-transierred to county t^txts - f,„_^^ooy:-^ 26 

'• -a. S. Bondstnoisfcrredto roivcrMtyaccnaul ^-^A 

BAbAXoE Cash on Hand— 6!',i10ti 00 

'"^^''"' ' $U:J^l7 08 

R< I'vr-t OS ex-officio Sopcriidendent oj\ iSeuooh:— A105,2i)3 '0 

tPi..mu.offund arising irom irdercst on oonds lor a cm k-a,. < ^ ._,.,, .^ 

of unexpended balance contiug^'vit tumi ui i.>o ^ ^ . .^l-o."3 '8 51 

Tot^d l)i.>tribtuable Jb'un-J :,y;,V; 

"Nitnln'r of rhildren returned for liioS I^'^-^.t 

allowed upon returns o/. ioo7 • '"' 

Total scholastic populatioi: ''■'^-' ' '- lo;,rj."i 15 

■' n: ,772 «j1 u Id ren at $1,03 per child, gi ves . 

Leaving' a balance in Treasury, for contingent purposes, ot 
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RAILROADS. 

Since the date of the Reports given in our last, we have obtained the follow- 
ing interesting information from official sources, in relation to the condition 
and progress of the following Railroads : 

BiiffaLo Bayou^ Brazos if Colorado Railroad Company. — On the 23d of 
June, 1867, this company reported to the Board of Commissioners (consisting 
oi the Governor, Comptroller and Attorney General,) that twenty-five miles of 
road was completed, and asked that an Engineer be appointed to examine the 
same, so as to enable the Company to draw the loan to which it was entitled. — 
Upon this application, James P. Hector, of Hays coanty, was appointed. 

We learn from Mr. Hector's report that he found the road completed from 
Harrisborg to Richmond, a distance of about thirty-one miles. No objection, 
he says, can be urged to the grade— the maximum not much exceeding ten feet 
per mile — nor to the alignment, the tangents b^ing generally long, and the 
curves easy,— none having a radius less than five thousand seven hundred and 
thirty feet, equal to one degree. The intervention of lakes in the Brazos bot- 
tom, has necessarily rendered the road through the same slightly sinuous. The 
road-bed is firm and consolidated and offers a secure foundation for the cross- 
ties. The road is properly and effectually drained by lateral ditches and open 
tracsverse wooden drains or culverts — there being forty wooden culverts or open 
drains, and one box culvert. There are twelve trustle bridges, which apply 
cbiefiy to the portion of road traversing the Brazos bottom, and of the follow- 
ing lengths : One of twentf feet ; four of twenty-five feet ; one of forty feet ; ' 
one of sixty feet; one of seventy-five feet; two of one hundred feet; one of 
one hundred and twenty feet and one of two hundred and fifty-five feet— which 
appear to be in good repair. 

The width of the road-bed is from ten to fourteen feet, varying according to 
beight of embankment throughout the line, and nowhere exceeds twelve feet. 
The iron is of the T. pattern, and of good quality. The guage or width of the 
track between the rails is uniformly four feet eight and a half inches. There 
are seven sidings or turn outs, making in all seven-elevenths of a mile from 
actual measurement. 

Proceeding to an examination of that portion of the road graded and ready 
for the superstruction, bridging, &c., he found that over eighteen miles had been 
graded, extending from Richmond to the crossing of the road at the main Ber- 
nard, and upon which some eighty hands were employed. The width of the 
roa^lbed is from ten to fourteen feet, and its heighth from level to eleven or 
twelve feet. The road-bed is formed chiefly of embankment, smooth and uni- 
form, with proper slopes, is well drained by side or lateral ditches, and with the 
exception of the eighteenth mile near the Bernard, where the grading is "heav- 
ier"" or more expensive, the embankment is generally elevated but three or four 
feet; above the natural surface of the ground. There will be on the said eight- 
een and one-fifth miles, two trustle bridges, one of forty and one of fifty feet 
iG^^.ength, and fifteen culverts, one of twelve, and fourteen of eight feet. 

Tiie probable cost of said eighteen and one-fifth miles completed and ready 
fer^the rolling stock, will be $168,946. or $9,000 per mile. 

T^-e cost per month for operating tne road (exclusive of repairs) is $1,054.— 
I'Be repairs on the road, machinery aud rolling stock, since the opening of the 
loac, is $27,462. Receipts for the past, year $35,969. 

liere are in use on the road two locomotives, one of ordinary., and the other 
01 v;^ouble power; five passenger cars., twenty-eight freight cars', and four hand 
errs. There are six stations on the line, at two of which there are ample ware- 
noases, and at the others reasonable facilities for the transaction of business — 
ibere is one Engine bouse and Machine shop, with machinerv to do all ordin- 
ary repairs to locomotives and cars ; a Carpenter shop ; Blacksmith shop and 
-tree dwelling houses for employees. Also, four water tanks, with pumps &c ; 
two turn-tables, and all the requisites necessary for maintenance of way and 
:be operating of the road. 

The cost of the rolling stock is S24,700— of the the buildings and fixtures 
t.s,400 ; and of turn-tables, water tanks, tools for the Machine, Carpenter and 
B3acksmith shops &c., $4,650; making a total of $44,000. 

Upon the reception of this report, the Company received a loan of $150,000, 
tor twenty five miles of road completed. 
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Upon the next section of five miles, the report of Tipton Walker, Esq., (who 
was appointed to examine it) was stibstantially the same as that of Mr. Hector, 
and an additional loan of $30,000 was issued. 

From the reports of the President and Chief Engineer of the Company, 
accompanying that of Mr. Walker, we get the following statement of its finan- 
cial condition ; 

The cost of the completed portion of the road (embracing thirty-two miles,) 
is $581,865 86 ; average cost per mile $18,183 30. 

The indebtedness of the Company is as follows : 

Bond title to State of Texas, $150,000 00 

Notes payable (exclusive of Rails for extension, - - - - 106,294 27 

Loan account, ' , . . . 108,171 71 

Unsettled or floating debt, - - 20,000 00 

Notes for Rails for extension, - 19,689 09 

$404,155 07 
The number of shares outstanding May 25th, 1858, was 3753, of which 
1-497 were paid by Harrisburg lands. 

889 " " cash, $100 per share, $88,900 

918 " u cc 25 " '' 22,950 

449 ^' c£ u 35 cc <£ 38,165 

The amount subscribed to the extension of the Road beyond Richmond is as 
follows : 

By citizens of Colorado county, $23,200 

'^ '* Fayette " 14,575 

" " Bastrop and Travis counties, .... 7,950 

" « Wharton county, 8,300 

Upon which, $19,476 50 had been paid in. $64,025 

An additional subscription was being obtained by the Company's agent, 
which he reported May 22d, 1858, to have reached $27,000. 

The whole 8^mount of the earnings of the Road since it commenced running, 
was $128,688 91. 

On the 3d of June, the Company obtained $30,000 on the second section of 
five miles. 

On the 81st of July, a satisfacto.iy report having been made by the Engineer 
appointed to examine the third section of five miles, an additional loan of 
$30,000 was granted ; making a total of $210,000, obtained by this Company on 
thirty-five miles of road completed and in operation. 

The Board of Directors consists of Jonathan F. Barrett, T. H. McMahan and 
Hugh McLeod, of Galveston. C W. Tate, of Columbus ; and Jno. Angier and 
Geo. F. Williams, of Boston. Jonathan F. Barrett, President, and Jno. M. 
Williams, Chief Engineer and Superintendent. 

Eoi'.ston and Texas Central Railroad.— hX the date of the statement givea 
in our last, the Houston and Texas Central Railroad Company had reported 
thirty-five miles of road in running order, and had obtained a loan of $210,000 
upon the same. Since that time, three several loans of $30,000 each, or $90,000, 
have been granted upon the application of the Company, making a total of 
$300,000 advanced upon fifty miles of completed road. 

From the reports of the Engineers appointed by the Board of Commissioners 
to examine the several sections upon which these loans were issued, we learn 
that at the date of the last, made by Tipton Walker, Esq., of Galveston, June 14, 
186'^, within a fraction of fifty miles of continuous road had been constructed. 
In addition to thi,<^, 3640 feet of sidings had been constructed, making the 
aggregate amonnt of track laid, fifty and one-half mrlea. The entire amount 
of road constructed has been built in a good aud substantial manner, and is 
well adapted for the purposes for which it is intended. On the fifty miles there 
are forty culverts, (?) bridges and eleven turn-outs. The work on the last fin- 
ished five miles, the character of the work is good and substantial, only requir- 
ing re-adjustment, and some other work incidental to all newly constructed 
Toads. The average width of the embankment on top is ten feet ; the guage 
five feet six inches. The iron used is American T rail, weighing fifty-fouT 
pounds per yard. The bridge over Clear Creek is nine hundred and ten feet m 
length. The heaviest grade is forty feet per mile. On the section of five miles 
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above a point forty-five miles from Houston, the height o( the road-bed cannot 
be stated, as it varies to suit the contour of the road ; there are several cuts of 
thirteen feet, and one fill of twentj^-seven feet. No turn-outs or sidings had 
been constructed, but the materials were ready for one siding of one thousand 
feet, which it was expected would be finished in a short time. 

We extract the following from the statements of the Secretary and Chief 
Engineer, accompanying the above : 

Stock subscribed and not canceled on the books of the Company to May 

1st, 1858. $992,000 

Stock issued and fully paid up, - - - - - - $265,000 

Stock not fully paid, 727,000— $992.00C' 

Bonds due to the State of Texas, $210,000 

" second mortgage on first twenty-five miles, - - 125,000 

Amount due for Iron, 102,905 

" sundry bills payable, - - 77,265 

" " accounts per Ledger, 50,940 



$566,110 
Amount of passage receipts to 1st. of iTune, 1858, - $41,710 63 

" " freight '' " " - - 73,253 95 

" mail " '' '' - - 2.578 88 



Total, $117,542 91 

The average cost of the fifty miles of road completed, has been about $20,00v 
per mile. 

The Board of Directors elected on the 3d of June, 1S53, for the ensuing year, 
are: Thos. W. Pierce, Harvey Baldwin, W. M. Eice, Abram. Groesbeck,*Ebe- 
nezer Allen, Harvey W. Allen, W. A. Van Alstyne, Paul Bremond, Richard B, 
Peebles, James W. McDade, Wm. R. Baker ; all of whom are resident citizens 
of Texas, except Thos. W. Pierce and Harvey Baldwin. The President, Abram 
lirroesbeck, and the Secretary, Wm. R, Baker, are both citizens of Texas. 

San Antonio ^ Mexican Gulf Railroad. — The Report of the Superintend- 
ent and Treasurer, shows that on the 1st day of Oct. 1857, the condition of the 
affairs of the S. A. & M. G. R. R. Co., was as* follows : 

Capital stock subscribed, $280,800 

Of which amount there had been paid in, - - - ^ - $174,4>58 64 

Subscribed in lands, $47,470 00 

Paid on calls on stock, -.-.,. 26,9SS 64 

" in bonds of Bexar county, 50,000 00 

" in bonds of city of San Antonio, - - - 50,000 00»--$174,45S 64 

In order to save the charter from forfeiture, it was necessary - i.i t five miles 
ef the Road should be completed previous to the 31st of Ja^mia i;y . isfe. The 
State Engineer having been appointed to examine the same, and ascertain if 
t*ie provisions of the law had been complied with, reports that five miles of the 
road were completed and in running order previous to that t^e ; and that the 
Road was built in a good and substantial manner — the road-beo, ties, iron, &c., 
being of the 1st class. The completed portion of the Road was in constant use. 
The remarkable fac>. may be stated (says the Engineer,) that this five miles of 
road, terminating in the open prairie, at a point remote from any settlement or 
public highway, has not only been of vast service to the people of Western 
Texas, but has actually over-paid running expenses. 1 not only learn this from 
the officers and agents of the company, but witnessed myself the immense busi- 
ness it was doing ; the noise and bustle ; the hundreds of wagons and teams and 
teamsters drawn to its present terminus or station in the prairie, in such a short 
space of time. The same cannot be said of any other Road in Texas, or perhaps 
in any country, excepting such as connect important places. I have never before 
known or heard of an instance like it. It is conclusive evidence that this Road 
will pay well when finished, or even when it shall have reached Victoria. 

There are two culverts, one of eight, the other of fifteen feet, and no bridges. 
Irfae guage is five feet six inches. The width of the road-bed is fourteen 
feet. Maximum grade per mile 158.40 feet. Average grade to Victoria three 
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and a half feet per mile. The rails are of the T pattern and of the best quality. 
There is one twenty-one ton locomotive on the road, with six platform freight 
cars, and two not yet put upon the track ; no passenger cars. There is only one 
turn-out, which is in the town of Lavaca, and is 316 feet in length. 

The Directory consists of W J Clark, S A Maverick, J A Paschal, G Schleicher, 
;ti C Childress, F Gilbeau, F G Giraud, T J Jefferson. Asa Mitchell, of San An- 
tonio ; Brahan, of Bexar county ; John J Linn, of Victoria county ; J R 

Fretwell, of Lavaca county ; W H Kirke, of DeWitt county. W J Clark being 
President, S A Maverick, Treasurer, and Wm J Keen, of Lavaca, Secretary. 

Memphis^ El Paso bf Pacific Railroad. — Prom the Report ©f this Company, 
we find the amount of capital stock subscribed, - - $503,500 Od 

Amount paid in, - - - - 16,176 8§ 

The number of employees of the Company was forty-seven, and the sum paid 
out for salaries amounted to $G,873 16. No part of the road had been con- 
structed. Some grading had been done, but no estimate of the cost had beem 
returned. 

Southern Pacific Railroad. — The Report of this Company to the Comptroller 
is dated June 17th, 1858, and is signed by Jeptha Fowlkes, President, C. S. 
Todd. Vice President, and Thos. H. Wiley, Superintendent. It states that the 
Company has been recently sold out under a Deed of Trust made Oct. 19th, 1867. 
The transaction having been concluded without the authority or knowledge of 
the shareholders, they are advised, having taken the opinion of counsel in the 
matter, that the sale is null and void. The purchaser has again sold out to a 
number of individuals, and they have organized under the act of the Legisla- 
ture of the 19th of December, 1857, which, (the Report states,) is avowed to 
have been obtained, by the late President, Geo. S. Yerger, and other beneficia- 
ries of the said Deed of Trust for the special object of consummating the design 
for which the Deed was executed. 

The sale and the existence of the Deed of Trust have had the effect of des- 
troying the credit of the Company, and in suspending the work, which evils 
must continue to exist until the matter is settled in some way. Meanwhile th« 
present Directors regard themselves as trustees for the stockholders and the 
State, and intend to guide their course by a sense of duty to these interests. 

The Report further states that the late officers of the Company had beea 
repeatedly urged by the stockholders to make their Report to the proper author- 
ities, and that until the IGth inst., (the day before the date of this Report) they 
were ^together unaware thatisuch Report had not been made. They promise, 
however, in future, the requirements of the law shall be strictly complied with. 

The chief of&ce of the Company has been removed to Marshal, "on the line of 
the road." Twelve out of the nineteen Directors, who compose the Board, reside 
in the State. The Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary also reside at Mar 
shall. 

In April 1857, the amount of stock represented was, - - $2,474,790 5d 

To this may be added interest paid in stock on the above amount, 39,345 18 

Add stock issued in New Orleans, 322,782 m 



$2,836,91S 04 

The araount expended for depots, engines, cars, &c , cannot be reported ior 
wantol accarate'dcita. The debt of the Company amounts to about $500,000 ; 
the amount due it, is about $400,000 on notes and paper. In addition, the Com- 
pany owns a tract of land near Marshall, worth $7,000 ; another in Mississippi 
worth $15,000, and sundry notes amounting to upwards of $20,000. 

About twenty miles of the road had been in operation since the 10th of Feb- 
ruary, 1858. The receipts were very inconsiderable — probably $5 or $6,000 — 
about enough to cover the actual running expenses. A dividend on stock, of 
seven per cent., is paid in stock. 

The Report closes with a protest against the issuance of patents to the pew- 
concern for any of the lands surveyed for the Company, or the payment to it of 
any portion of the loan of $6,000 per mile. 

We understand that the Governor has directed suit to be brought against this 
Company for the forfeiture of its charter, in consequence of its failure to com- 
ply with the requirements of the law. 
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Houston and Brazoria Tap. — Our readers are generally aware that seven miles 
■of this road, from Houston to its intersection with the B. B. B. and C. Kailroad has 
been completed and in operation a year or two. We have no data to show tiie 
income as compared with the expense of running, and interest on the cost. The 
balance of the road to Columbia, 43 miles, (;malving 50 miles in all) is graded and 
ready for the iron, and we understand the iron has been purchased and is soon 
expected here, when the road will be at once completed to Columbia. The work 
has all been done by the planters directly interested. The company are now 
advertising for proposals to grade and furnish cross ties for the second division of 
the road, from Columbia to the Colorado, by or near Wharton. The following arc 
ihe officers of this company: 

OFFicr.Ks :— J. D. Waters, Pres't ; E. W. Taylor, Vice Pres't ; John Dickinson- 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

DiT.ECTORs : — A. McGowan, H. Sampson, F- Scranton, C. Ennis, T. S. Lubbock, 

Houston : T. J. Coflee, A. Jackson, Wm. Sharpe, A. Underwood, Brooks, N. 

S. Barstow, John Adrianceand Agent, Brazoria county. 

Galveston, Houston <£■ JUndermn Railroad.— Ihe official Report, of this Road had not 
been received by the Governor, when our assistant in Austin wrote the condensed outline 
of the other Raih'o ad Reports, but we understand it has since been made. We, however, 
state the following facts in relation to this Road. We learn that the forty miles required by 
law to be completed by the first of November were finally finished and ready for the locomo- 
tive on the 23(1 inst., (Oct.) and that the two and a half miles more to reach Main street Id 
Houston, will be completed in a few days, when cars will be immediately put on and run 
from Virginia Point to Houston, forty-two and a half miles in connection with a steam ferry 
boat to run between this city and Virginia Point. The steam ferry boat is now undergoing 
repairs to be in readiness for this service until the bridge over the bay is completed. We 
leara that the six miles of road from this city over the bridge to Virginia Point, and the sec- 
tion of twenty-five miles beyond Houston, have all been placed under contract. The Com- 
pany have now 1,000 tons of iron in this city to prosecute the road beyond Houston, and we 
are assured that the entire road to Henderson will be built without delay. 
GALVESTON BAY BRIDGE. 

The corporation of Galveston have entered into a contract with Mr. Carvin, of New Or- 
leans, for the building of a Bridge from this Island to Virginia Point, on the mainland, a 
distance over the Bay of 10,000 feet. The contract requires the bridge to be completed by the 
2.jth of September next, one year from its date, but the contractor thinks he will have it 
completed by the first of next June, unless he encounters some unforeseen obstacles. The 
whole of the piles of cedar have already been contracted t-o be delivered, the number being 
5«.KJ0, and the cost when delivered, about $23,000. The other timber to complete the supe\-- 
struccare, has also been contracted for, to be delivered forthwith. The necessary engines, 
machinery, etc., we learn, will be soon brought over from New Orleans, and flatboats are 
being prepared to commence operations without delay. The city engages to pay for the 
Bridge, when completed according to specifications, and approved by the Engineer of the 
G.,ir. audll. Railroad, and by a Committee of our Aldermen, $100,000, one-half in the 
bonds of this city, and the other half in cash. The bridge is to be built on the right of way 
J.ieionging to the city, and will be the property of the city, but the above Railroad Company 
are under contract to lay a Railroad over the bridge and to use it, paying the interest on the 
City Bondt as it Ijecomes due, and the principal at maturity, when the ownership will pass 
into tlie hands of tlie Railroad Company. 

LAND SCRIP. 

Certificates sold by the State are denominated " Land Scrip.'" Also, certificates 
granted as bonuses for internal improvements, and to buikler.s of vessels, steam- 
boats and steamships. All Land Scrip issued prior to 18ri3 was required to be 
]:'vesonted for approval to the Court of ("J aims, on ':>r before the 1st September, . 
18.V, The ('uly exceptions are tliose certilicates issaC'I under special relief laws, 
to Kailroad ("'oinpunies, builders of vessels, etc., and under the Act opening the 
Mississippi and Pacific Eailroad Eeserve. 

A large uruount of land has been granted under special relief laws. niObt of the 
certificates for v/hich have been issued by the Commissioner of the General Land 
OMce. and are exempted from the actions of the Court of Claims. 

There were also special grants for educational purposes, made to sundry serain- 
aries of learning, amounting to 128,934 acres. Some of these certificates were 
is-ued by the Commissioners of the General Land Ottlce, and others by the County 
Courts, as provided by the particular acts. 

There were also grants of land made to the Surveyors and Contractors engaged 
in opening a "National Road" from the Trinity to Eed River, under the act of 
Februfiry"r)th, 1^41. (Hart. Dig., Art. 2114.) The certificates were issued by the 
Road Commissioners, and are exempt from the action of the Court of Claims. 
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LAND CliAIMS. 

Liet and Description of the xariavs hinds of Land Claims originating iindei' tli^s 
ReimbUc arul State of Texas. 

HEADRIGHTS. 

Lands granted to Emigrants in consideration of their settlement and residenci 
in the coimtry, are denominated " Headrights." 

First Glass F jiHghts were granted to those emigrants who arrived in the 
country previout to the Declaration of Independence. March 2d, 1836. Of tlii& 
class, single men were entitled to one- third of a League, and heads of familiCvS tOt 
one Leas:ue and one Labor. 

^Second Glass Headrights were issued to those who emigrated after the Declar- 
ation of Independence, and prior to the 1st of October, 1837, and were issued tO' 
single men for 640 acre,s, and to heads of families for 1280 acres, except those voi-^ 
unteers who arrived after the Declaration of Independence, and prior to the 1st oi 
August, 1:836, served a tour of duty, and were honorably discharged, who were en- 
titled to the quantum granted to First Class claimants. 

Third and Fourth Glass Headrights. — There is no difference in these classes. 
They comprise those emigrants who arrived in the country after the 1st of Octo- 
ber, 1887, and ]prior to Jaiiuary 1st, 1842, and who were entitled, single men to 82C' 
acres, and heads of families to 640 acres. 

Headrights were also 2^ranted to Colonists of Peters', Mercer's, Castro's, aai 
Fisher & Miller's Colonies, in quantities of 820 acres to single men, and OiO uoryi 
to heads of families. 

By whom Issued. — Modt certificates of the first, second and tliird classes, were- 
issued by the Boards of Land Commissioners for the several counties of the Ee- 
pubUc and State. All issued previous to 1841, were issued by said Boards, and 
underwent investigation by the tribunal created by the Act of January 29th, 1840, 
inown as the "TraveUng'Board," and of such, only those recommended by that 
tribunal are recognised as genuine and valid. Those issued by the Boards of Laad 
Commissioners since the report of the Traveling Board, were required to be pre- 
sented lo the Court of Claims previous to the 1st September, 1858. 

Certificates were issued by the District Courts to such first class claimants as 
failed to procure the same from the Land Boards previous to the 29th of January, 
1840, and also to those whose certificates were not recommended by the TraveUng 
Board, upon the malting of such proof as was required by the Act of February" 
£th, 1841. 

_ Certificates were in like manner issued by the District and Supreme Courts tc 
^impresarios for premium lands, in ca«es where they obtained judgments againsf^ 
the State, in suits brought under the 27tb Section of the General Land Law of 1837. 
(Hart. Dig., Art. 1863.) All of these not presented to the Court of Claims pno^r 
to 1st September, 1858, are forfeited. 

BOUNTY AMD DONATION LANDS. 

Bomity Lands were granted to Soldiers for military services in quantities of Zl% 
acres for' service of three months, 640 for six months, 960 for nine months, ftnd 
1280 acres for twelve months or more. 

By a construction placed upon the laws granting Bounty Lands by the differeiat 
Secretaries of War and Adjutant Generals, the heirs of those killed in the different- 
battles of the Kepublic were entitled to 1920 acres of Bounty Land. But the Conrt 
of Claims places a different, construction upon it, and refuses to approve such war- 
ranto for more than 1280 acres. 

Donation Lands.— AM those who participated in the battle of San Jacinto, or 
were at the time detailed to guard baggage, or were wounded in the action the pre- 
Tious dav, so as to prevent tbern froni participating in the battle — those who weK- 
^nsaged ni the storming of Bexar, in December 1835— those engaged in the aotiom 
©f "March 19th, 1836, under Fannin and Ward, and the heirs of those who fell at 
iinc Alamo, were entitled to 640 acres of land, as a Donation. 

Land Warrants were i^Bued by the Secretaries of War of the late Eepublic, d.^A 
the Adjutant Generals of the State of Texas. Those not approved by the Commis- 
aoner of Claims, or rejected by him and established in the District Courts, a?e 
■worthless. 
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